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Changing seasons
bring new weath-

er patterns. The 
near-term forecast 
for a more lasting 
resolution of key 
tax issues remains 
cloudy as the desire 
to raise revenue may 

prompt Congress to limit tax savings 
strategies in the future. Many of the 
favorable provisions in the December 
2010 law expire at the end of 2011 
or 2012.

This issue is designed to provide 
ideas and planning options that help 
meet your estate and philanthropic 
planning needs as 2011 draws to a 
close. There are many ways to reach 
your philanthropic goals, including 
gift options that complement your 
overall financial strategy. While there 
may be stormy weather ahead in the 
tax landscape, you can take steps 
today that combine recent taxpayer-
friendly changes in the law with 
planning strategies to provide people 
like you, who make our ministry pos-
sible, with an opportunity to make a 
difference through wealth manage-
ment and philanthropy.

If you would like more information 

or are interested in a confidential 
conversation regarding your planning 
objectives, please contact me at  
800-382-9836, ext. 1427, 317-236-1427 
or ebrunner@archindy.org. 

We appreciate our many supporters  
and friends who contribute to the ongo-
ing work of the Catholic Community 
Foundation. Thank you for considering 
ways to create a personal legacy and 
preserve your Catholic faith.

Ellen M. Brunner
Director of 

Planned Giving

Ellen	M.	Brunner,	Director of Planned Giving
Office of Stewardship and Development

Archdiocese of Indianapolis • 1400 N. Meridian Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202-2367
317-236-1427 • 800-382-9836 Ext. 1427 (In Indiana) • ebrunner@archindy.org • www.archindy.org/plannedgiving

Please remember the Church in your estate plan.
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A planned gift to the ministry of Catholic 
 Charities provides help and creates hope for the 
people we serve.

There is no one-size-fits-all gift plan, 
but if you are an IRA owner age 70½ 
or older who wants to support our 
work, the IRA charitable rollover 
could be your best gift option. 

Everyone age 70½ or older with 
a traditional IRA must take an 
annual required minimum distri-
bution or face a stiff penalty. This 
rule is strictly applied to everyone 
even if the taxpayer does not want 
or need the distribution and even if 
the taxpayer is still working. 

The IRA charitable rollover lets 
donors fulfill minimum distribu-
tion requirements by rolling over 
IRA funds directly to the Catholic 
Community Foundation. Amounts 
distributed are excluded from the 
donor’s income for federal income 
tax purposes. This provision is a 
straightforward, simple way to: 
•  satisfy the required minimum 

 distribution rule

•  avoid income tax on the distribution
•  realize philanthropic intentions 

or commitments by making a  
tax-free gift from your IRA.

EXAMPLE: This year, James, age 
74, must take $6,000 from his 
traditional IRA as a required mini-
mum distribution even though he 
does not need the income. James 
will have to pay income tax on this 
amount. Alternatively, James could 
arrange a tax-free distribution 
from the IRA to the Church. If he 
directs a qualified charitable distri-
bution in an amount of $6,000 or 
more, James will have satisfied his 
required minimum distribution for 
this year, and the charitable distri-
bution amount will not be included 
in his income for federal tax  
purposes. James is working with 
our planned giving staff to make 
this charitable distribution happen.

Under current law, this opportunity 
for a tax-free transfer from an IRA 
to a qualified charity will expire 
December 31, 2011. An individual 
can direct up to $100,000 annually 
through IRA charitable rollover 
gifts. Be sure to consult your finan-
cial and tax advisors to discuss how 
the IRA charitable rollover can be 
used to meet your personal  
planning and philanthropic goals.

Many Ways to Make a Difference
If you have questions about ways 
to combine charitable giving with 
your planning goals, please contact 
us by phone, e-mail or return the 
enclosed card. Be sure to request 
our complimentary brochure, the 
2011 Taxpayer’s Home Companion. 
It provides a digest of informa-
tion about tax and gift planning 
for 2011 and 2012. Thank you 
for your interest in supporting the 
ministries of our local Church.

A planned gift helps educate and form 
new priests so they can provide the  
life-giving wonders of the sacraments, 
prayer and spiritual direction.

Is an IRA Charitable Rollover Your Best Gift Option?




