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Indiana bishops
call for renewed

commitment to life

Jan. 22 marks 25th anniversary
of landmark Roe v. Wade case

By Sue Hetzler

Bishops from the five dioceses in
Indiana have written an open letter that
condemns the injustice of abortion and
calls for a renewed commitment to life.
The letter was written to mark the 25th
anniversary on Jan. 22 of the United States
Supreme Court decision Roe vs. Wade,
which legalized abortion on demand.

“We must again speak out in defense of
the lives of the unbom,” the bishops wrote,
“We urge Hoosiers everywhere 1o say
loudly and clearly: ‘No woman should feel
so alone that abortion is seen as her only
alternative. No man need feel so trapped
or fearful about the new life that he has
helped create that he believes there is no
other answer than abortion.'"

Signing the letter were Archbishop
Daniel M. Buechlein; Bishop William L.
Higi of the Diocese of Lafayette; Bishop
John M. D' Arcy of the Fort Wayne-South
Bend Diocese; Bishop Gerald A. Gettel-
finger of the Evansville Diocese; Bishop
Dale J. Melezek of the Gary Diocese:
Auxiliary Bishop Daniel R. Jenky of Fort
Wayne-South Bend. (See the full text of
the letter below.)

Since the Supreme Court legalized
unrestricted abortion in 1973, nearly
37 million abortions have been performed
in the United States, The bishops note
that with more than 4,200 abortions being
performed in the United States every
day—an average of 30 per day in

Indiana—there is a sense of urgency 10
speak out.

“We ask all of you to reflect on how the
culture of death has begun to engulf us and
10 make a renewed commitment to life,”
wrote the bishops. “The life of every child
is a gift from God, a gift that society must
nurture and protect with its laws and
statutes, This is especially true because s0
many young people today view abortion as
an acceptable method of dealing with an
unexpected pregnancy.”

The church also carries the pastoral
responsibility to reach out compassion-
ately to the women and men inyolved in
an abortion decision, admitted the bishops.
Not only sheuld the church speak out and
condemn the injustice of abortion but it
should also reach out to those struggling
with abortion decisions.

“It is not enough to state that abortion is
wrong,” they wrote. “We must take steps
1o demonstrate our belief in the dignity of
the human person as created in the image
and likeness of God.”

Part of that first step in retreating from
the culture of death and moving toward a
culture of life will be a January postcard
campaign intended to thank senators Dan
Coats and Richard Lugar for their sup-
port of the partial-birth abortion ban. The
campaign also urges the senators to work
in persuading other legislators 1o over-
ride the president’s veto of the law that
bans the method that allows abortions
through the ninth-month of pregnancy. T

An open letter from the
Catholic bishops in Indiana

To the People of Indiana:

We write to you with sadness in our
hearts, On the occasion of the 25th anniver-
sary of the Supreme Court decision Roe v.
Wade, which legalized abortion on demand,
we must again speak out in defense of the
lives of the unbom. Our country and our
state have the potential to accomplish great
good, but we increasingly find ourselves
becoming a culture that promoles death over
life. As Mother Teresa lamented, the culture
in which we live is teaching people to
choose death as a solution to human prob-
lems. We must teach love.

We ask all of you to reflect on how the
culture of death has begun to engulf us and
1o make a renewed commitment to life. Our
great pation was founded on principles,
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dﬂlyd:fauhschﬂ&muﬁﬂinﬁwwanb.
With more than 4,200 abortions per-
formed in the United States every day (an
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emergence of horrible partial-birth abortions,
there is a sense of urgency for us to speak
out. The life of every child is a gift from
God.ngiﬂdmlsocidymuslnmmundpm—
tect with its laws and statutes. This is espe-
cially true because so many young people
today view abortion as an acceptable method
of dealing with an unexpected pregnancy.

God's teaching on human life is clear.
The message of Jesus is a Gospel of Life.
We must proclaim that Gospel clearly and
boldly. We must condemn the injustice of
abortion.

Our church also has a pastoral responsi-
bility to reach out compassionately to
those women and men who are or have
been involved in an abortion decision.

The Catholic Church, true to its founder,
looks at the world through the eyes of
Christ. Our church has the responsibility not
only to speak out and condemn the injustice
of abortion but also to reach out compas-
sionately to those women and men who
have been involved in an abortion decision.

We call upon all people of good will
throughout Indiana to ask what are we
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doing to promote the alternatives to abor-
tion? It is not enough to state that abortion
is wrong. We must take steps (0 demon-
strate our belief in the dignity of the
human person as created in the image and
likeness of God.

We urge Hoosiers everywhere to say
loudly and clearly: “No woman should
feel so alone that abortion is seen as her
only alternative. No man need feel so
trapped or fearful about the new life that
he has helped create that he belicves there
is no other answer than abortion.” The
choice for life must be supported as the
only true choice, the only choice worthy of
our human dignity.

We Bishops have the responsibility not
only to voice the choice for life but to do
all we can to promote it. We cannot
remain silent in either word or deed. We
pledge ourselves to protect and defend the
rights of children.

In his encyclical letter, Evangelium
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Vitae (The Gospel of Life), Pope John Paul 11 has called on all
people of good will to confront the culture of death that per-
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first step in calling for a culture of life and to turn away
from a culture of death.

To all of you who work to build a ‘culture of life,’ we
say thank you for your efforts in advocacy and service.
Your witness gives us strength, Let us continue to work in
solidarity to bring about a more loving way of life in our
state and nation. Let us together build the culture of life.

meates our socicty. The Holy Father appeals to cachof usto
“respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life.” If we
ask a pregnant woman to “respect, protect and love” the life
of her child, let us give her and her child the same respect and
love. Pregnancy is not just a “women’s issuc” but one that
affects men and all of society. The 25th anniversary of Roe v.
Wade is a time to reflect, repent and rededicate ourselves to
{he ideals of our country’s foundational documents. Please
join with us in building the culture of life in Indiana.

We ask you to join us in January in a postcard cam-
paign to thank Senators Coats and Lugar, our United
States senators, for their support of the partinl-biﬂh abor-
tion ban and ask them to do all they can to persuade fellow
senators to join them in working for an override of the
President's veto of the partial-birth abortion ban. Thisisa
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Jack Emrich to be ordained to the priesthood

By Margaret Nelson

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein will
ordain Jack Emrich to the priesthood at
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 17. ;

The Indianapolis native will celebrate his
first Mass at St. Lawrence Church in
Indianapolis at 6
p.m. on Sunday,
Jan. 18,

His first
assignment as a
priest will be as
associate pastor
of Our Lady of
the Greenwood
Parish in
Greenwood.

In December,
Emrich earned
his master of
divinity degree

at Sacred Heart School of Theology in
Hales Comers, Wisc. He previously
received his bachelor’s degree from
Cardinal Stritch College in Milwaukee,
Wisc.Archbishop Buechlein ordained him
to the diaconate at St. Lawrence Church in
Indianapolis on May 17, 1997.

In 1984, Jack Emrich was not Catholic.
While he was working on a “Cotton Patch
Gospel” play at the University of
Indianapolis, one of the “kids” involved in
the play inspired him, Emrich thought this
young Catholic man might have the

Fr. Jack Emrich

answers to his own questions about religion.

Paul Timothy Peter Jackson “was s0

fired up about God,” Emrich said, “when he

talked about God and his experience of
God, his face would absolutely light up. He
bubbled over, showing the love of God so

much in his life. And he never tried to evan-

gelize or change people. You just couldn’t

help but want to find out more about that
God. ;

“I had been searching for God in a
church that was loving and tolerant of my
shortcomings,” he said. “Reconciliation
with God is not stressed in other faiths the
way we stress it in ours. I was secing a lot
of condemning. 1 was looking for a loving,
caring, forgiving God.”

Then a woman he worked with at the
Veterans' Administration hospital, Marty
Ryan, invited Emrich to a Christ Renews
His Parish program at St. Simon the
Apostle Church in Indianapolis.

“After that, it was a steady process until |
applied to the (arch)diocese to become a
pricst. She (Ryan) supported me during the
renewal process.”

Ryan died before Emrich started in the
seminary, but she knew he had been
accepted. The new priest will celebrate his
second Mass with Ryan's family and
friends at Calvary Cemetery, where she is
buried.

Jack Emrich is the only one in his fam-
ily—except for some aunts and uncles —
who is Catholic. But his family will be at
his ordination and First Mass.

Though his mom and dad were surprised
at his conversion and later, his study for the
priesthood, *“They were not as put off as 1
thought they would be,” he said. His family
will attend his ordination, as they did when
he was ordained to the diaconate. “They are
all behind me now.”

But he would be happy to be ordained in
the archbishop's office.

“My whole concept of being a priest is
one of service,” said Emrich. “I am not into
a lot of fanfare and hoopla. I don't want to
make a big deal out of it.

“I understand that it is a celebration of
joy for the diocese,” he said. “But 1 want to
be a simple pricst. The vestments I have
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selected are simple,

“When I am celebrating Mass, 1 don't
want people to focus on me,” said Emrich.
“ want them to focus on God. If I take
attention away from the action of the Mass,

[ will feel like I am doing more disservice
than service.

“As a priest, | want to be known as a for-
giving priest—one who is willing to listen
and not condemn,” said Emrich.

His holy card cites Col 3: 12-13: As
God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
clothe yourselves with compassion,
Kindness, humility, meekness and patience.
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a
complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so
also must you forgive.

“That's what 1'd like to be as a priest,” he
said, “the kind of receptiveness 1 want to
have for my people who are in turmoil.”

Of course, Emrich’s whole experience of
the church happened after the Second
Vatican Council. “Sometimes that makes it
a little difficult for me,” he said. “People
talk about how it used to be before.”

The ordinand thinks the church is proba-
bly “more open and inviting to people
[now]. People are encouraged to participate
in the worship, to sing, to read the Bible and
to learn. All that wasn't always there.
Before, people were more purely observers.

*] think I will enjoy doing baptisms—the
little kids. 1 sce God a lot in small children,”
he said.

Emrich described standing in the narthex
during Mass at St. Lawrence. One mother
routinely came out when her little boy got
restless, walking up and down with him.

“How much in this mother/son relation-
ship emulated what we have with God,” he

said. The boy would run way ahead and
become frightened when he realized his
mom was not there. Or he would fall and
she would pick him up.

“[t struck me that it was like our relation-
ship with God. When we get away from
him, we try to rebuild our relationship with
him. When we stumble or fall and hurt our-
selves, God picks us up. Even thoughwe
don’t call for him, he is watching.

“God puts those things there for us if we
just open up and look,” Emrich said,

Emrich started working in hospitals as an
orderly in high school. He will continue to
have connections with hospitals as a priest.

He has completed his preparation with a
clinical pastoral experience (CPE) at
St. Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis,

In the meantime, Emrich camed an asso-
ciate degree in electronic engineering from
ITT Technical Institute, designed compli-
cated computer networks for the govem-
ment. Much of his time was spend in the
field of medical electronics, such as work-
ing on cardiac heart pumps.

Emrich said, I am a simple guy.

1 couldn’t tell you anything more I want in
life than what I have right now.

He called himself “a tremendous advo-
cate for vocations.” He has distributed 100
holy cards with the pope's prayer for voca-
tions. And some have responded.

“We must continue to leam to be open to
hear what God wants. He might say it
through people we wouldn't suspect. .,
They will all continue to be instruments of
learning for me. At times, all of us act as
instruments of God.

“Twenty years ago,” said Emrich, “who
would have thought I'd be Catholic, let
alone a priest?” T
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ext Thursday, Jan, 22,
Archbishop Daniel Buechlein,
priests, and other members of the

Archdiocese of Indianapolis, including
several hundred teen-agers; will join
thousands of Americans on the Mall in
Washington, D.C. They will represent us
as they march past the Supreme Court of
the United States on the 25th anniver-
gary of the Roe vs. Wade decision,

Our prayers go with these marchers,
who represent a cross-section of our
nation. Through peaceful means, they
will make a bold statement about the
dignity of the human person—a dignity
that extends from the first moment of
conception until natural death,

The nine justices of the Supreme
Court have continued for the last quarter
century to deal with cases on abortion,
We pray that they will see the error of
the Roe vs. Wade decision and that they
will soon rule to curtail of stop the dev=
astating effects of abortion on demand.

Meanwhile, the justices also must
deal with cases at the other end of the
continuum of life—cases about physi-
clan-assisted sulclde. These cases illus-
trate the dynamics of the “slippery-
slope” effect of Roe vs. Wade and prove
that abortion is never a single issue but
is always related to the other issues that
have an impact on the dignity of the
human person. : i

Both abortion and assisted suicide are
intensely personal and highly emotional
issues. Both deal with the wnlmi taking
of a human life, And both, it is argued
by proponents, are matters that are
strictly personal and purely private, In
fact, 25 years ago, in Roe vs. Wade, it
was the so-called “right to privacy” that
was to be on a higher plane than
the right to life and the duty of society to

otect innocent human life. :

. But this raises the question: Are
these issues purely personal and strictly
private? i .

" On two counts, we would argue that
they are nol: Fa

First, both abortion and assisted sul-

. cide directly affect the doctor-patient

 relationship, and through that, the wider
role of doctors in our society, as the late
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin pointed out.

_Both Issues, he sald, “Introduce a deep
ambiguity Into the very definition of
medical care, if care comes to involve

Most Rev. Daniel M. Buechlein, O.5.B., Publisher

. clously givenus. -

William R. Bruns, Executive Editor
John F. Fink, Editor Emeritus

The Lord we serve

is the Lovd of life

nally ill, then (perhaps) those ina persis-
\ent vegetative state, then, we would
rightly start to wonder, “Who's next?"

Far from being private and personal,
these two issues introduce tension,
ambiguity and violence into our social
covenant. In fact, our very way of life is
threatened. For these reasons, the church
will continue to speak out for the
unborn, the dying, and all who are vul-
nerable to a warped logic that places a
higher value on privacy than it does on
human life,

But what are we to say about the situ-
ations that many families face—cases
{nvolving the care and treatment of the
dying? First, we must make distinction
between care and treatment. Those who
are dyingalways haye the right to care,
especially care aimed at the easing of
pain and suffering. We are always called
1o.care for the dying patient. The church
does recognize, however, that some-
times it Is proper and moral to forgo

+ Vmedical treatment, especially when that

treatment, as Pope John Paul Il says, “no
longer corresponds] to the real situation
of the patient ... [when the treatment is
disproportionate to any expected resulls,
or when [the treatment] imposes an
excessive burden on the patient.”

(Evangelium Vitae #65), In such cases,

treatment can be forgone, nature can

' take its course, and God's will can be

done. This approach, of course, Is a far
cry from a physician hclElng a patient
commit suicide, and farther still from a
physician performing the act jtself that
kills the patient. 2.

As Issues that affect human life are
argued in our civil discourse, may we
never forget that the Lord we serve is
the Lord of life. God has entrusted us
with 1ife “not to make arbitrary use of it,
but to preserve it with wisdom, and to
care for it with loving fidelity.”
(Evangelium Vitae, #76). In other words,
we are not owners, but stewards, of the
great and precious gift of human life,

 Pro-life efforts are examples of stew-

ardship: stewardship of the precious gift
of human life that our God has so gra-
May God bless those who march on
our behalf in Washington next week.
May God bless all pro-life etforts, and
may we see in our generation a reversal
of the elements of death that have infect-
ed our soclety. May we conlinue, as the

 bishops of Indiana have called forin
their letter this week, “to work insoli-
* darity to bring about a more loving way.

of life in our state

and nation.” May we

 sce a reawakening of a culture of life, 8
i bl upon ot and ove £
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seeking the Face,of the Lord

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, O.5.B.

Observinga  Whs
shameful anniversa

. great contest of history is between
the “culture of death” and the “cul-
ture of life.” Of course, Mother
Teresa agreed with his statement. °
And the fact is that part of the cul-
ture of life is love for the poor,
love “for the least of our sisters
and brothers" as Jesus said.

Part of our Journey of
Hope 2001 must be a commitment
to embrace the culture of life, and
this begins in our homes, Indeed,
it begins with the marriage com-
mitment! In homes where gener-
ous love and sacrifice exist, the
culture of death doesn’t have a
chance. Our Catholic schools and
our parish religious education pro-
grams are challenged to support
you parents by providing clear
teaching on the dignity of every
human person “from eternity to
eternity” as Mother Teresa used to
say. And yes, we pastoral leaders
must preach with the same clarity.

1 want to take this opportunity to
thank you parents and you teachers
and you priests for your commit-
ment to pro-life teaching and
preaching, and I want to encourage
you to continue to do so. It is not
casy to teach a Christian message
that finds little affirmation in the
public forum, especially in the com-
munications and entertainment
media. 1'm convinced that a major
reason our church is disproportion-
ately scrutinized for its sins and
often ridiculed is because we do not
compromise on life issues, 1
applaud all of you who continue to
walk against the cultural stream,

A special thanks to you who
both publicly and privately pray
for a culture of life. I applaud those
of you who courageously march
and pray for life. Not everyone is
called to such public witness, and
so your gift is all the more appreci-
ated. 1 applaud you young folks
who travel to Washington, D.C,, to
pray and march for life along with
us bishops. As a member of our
national bishops’ pro-life commit-
tee, 1 tell you that it is a thrill to see
such support and enthusiasm for
the culture of life.

Because of the power of our
prayer and all of our various
efforts in favor of life, especially
of the most vulnerable of our sis-
ters and brothers, the culture of
life will overpower the culture of
death. By the way, Mother
Teresa’s voice may now be silent
here, but imagine the power of her
insistent intercessory prayer
before the throne of God! T

ext week, we observe the

25th anniversary of the

dreadful Roe vs. Wade

decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court that legalized unbri-
dled abortion in our country. It is a
shameful anniversary at the end of
this century of violence.

This week, we bishops of Indiana
released an open letter to all people
of good will in our state (See text of
letter on page 1), asking for careful
and prayerful reflection and action
on this occasion, If we are ever {0
reverse this historic atrocity, it must
come from all of us who are voting
citizens of this state and this country.

Never in my wildest dreams as a
kid growing up in southern Indiana,
nor as a young priest for that matter,
did I think I would have to lead an
effort to protect innocent lives in
Indiana or anywhere else. Never did
I dream that the president of the
United States and some key legisla-
tors (including, sadly, nominal
Catholics) would support the abor-
tion movement, even infanticide
masked as “partial-birth abortion.” Is
it any wonder that our country bears
the burden of uncontrolled homi-
cides and violence?

Last week, I wrote about the
mushrooming incidents of violence
in Indianapolis and the crucial role
of parents and families in addressing
this problem in the home where val-
ues begin. It is the same in this case,
for abortion is one of the most outra-
geous forms of violence. (So is
cuthanasia, these days euphemisti-
cally called “death with dignity” or
“assisted” suicide or even “mercy”
killing.)

Last September, we lost a strong
voice for the voiceless in our society.
When Mother Teresa of Calcutta
received the Nobel Peace Prize in
1979, she said, “To me the nations
with legalized abortion are the poor-
est nations. The greatest destroyer of
peace today is the crime against
unborn children.”

She was ridiculed for these kinds
of declarations, and she was consid-
ered a nuisance by many self-pro-
claimed spokespersons for the poor.
One writer observed some time ago
that Mother Teresa was a rebuke to
those who claimed to speak for the
poor but who aren't even on speak-
ing terms with the poor, On one of
her visits to Memphis, I recall hear-
ing Mother Teresa ask, “If you
don’t know the poor, how can you
love them? And if you don't love
them, how can you serve them?”

Pope John Paul 11 has said that the

‘Archbishop Buechlein's intention for vocations for January

Parents: that they may remain faithful to their vocations and encourage their children
10 consider God's call to service in the church, especially as priests and religious,
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Arzobispo Daniel M. Buechlein, O.5.B..
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a proxima semana, observaremos o puede persona alguna amar a los

]

€1 25° aniversario del terrible { pobies si no los conoce? Y si no los ama,
‘ allo, dado por la Corte Suprema L*’dmo se puede servirles? .
de los Estados Unidos de § "1 E1 Papa Juan Pablo If ha dicho reiter-

América, a favor de Roe contra Wade, fj&llmnle que la mayor contienda d¢ la
dando legalidad al aborto desenfrenado en Ei!ﬂilbsil ¢s entre “la cultura de muerte™ y
nuestro pafs. Quedard un aniversario ver- 14 cultura de vida." Claro esté, que la
gonzoso en los afios finales de este siglo, re Teresa estaba de acuerdo con esta
que ha estado marcado por la violencia. E cién. Es el hecho entonces que una

Esta semana, nosotros, los obispos de de la cultura de la vida es amor para
Indiana publicaremos una carta abierta 1108 pobres, amor “para nuestros hermanos
dirigida a toda la gente de bucna voluntad | mil§ pequefios” como dijo Jests.
en nuestro estado; en ella, pedimos obrar F;‘ﬁ.[’aﬂu de nuestro Camino de Esperanza.
con cuidado, apoyando en la oracién y 1a %9001 debe ser un compromiso a abrazar la
reflexién, ante la ocasién que nos ocupa. cultura de vida, y esta debe comenzar en
Si nosotros, quienes votamos en este esta- nuestros hogares. Es en efecto cierto que
do y en este pas, queremos contribuir a este camino comience con el compromiso
cambiar esta atrocidad histérica, debemos de matrimonio! En los hogares donde hay
actuar prontamente. abundante amor y sacrificio no puede

Yo nunca imaginé en mis sucfios de exisitir, ni existird jamds, la cultura de la
nifio, cuando crecid en el sur de Indiana, ni muerte. Nuestras escuelas Catélicas y nue-
cuando era un j6ven sacerdole, que yo nece-  SIr0S programas de educacion religiosa
sitarfa gular esfuerzos para protegir la vida tienen el reto de apoyar a los padres de
de inocentes criaturas, tanto en Indiana, familia y demds integrantes de la misma,
como en otros lugares. Tampoco imaginé proveyéndolos de instruccion clara y opor-
que el presidente de los Estados Unidos de tuna sobre la dignidad humana, “desde la
América y algunos legisladores claves cternidad hacia 1a etemidad” como decfa la
(incluyendo, tristemente, los Catolicos Madre Teresa. Y claro estd, nosotros como
nominales) respaldarfan el movimiento a Ifderes pastorales deberemos predicar con

favor del aborto, lo cual no es més que un la misma claridad.
infanticidio enmascarado como “aborto de Quiero aprovechar esta ocasién para agre-
parto parcial”, Aqui, algunos nos pregunta- decer a ustedes padres, a ustedes maestros y
mos con asombro jpor qué tiene nuestro ustedes sacerdotes por su compromiso a
pafs que cargar con homocidios incontrola- ensefiar y predicar en apoyo de Ja vida de los
dos y violencia desbordada? nifios por nacer; y 10§ quiero desafiar a ust-
La semana pasada, escribf acera de los edes a que contintien en su tarea a pesar de
inocentes que contribuyen a la creciente las dificultades que deban enfrentar, No es
frecuencia de violencia en la ciudad de fhcil enscfiar y dar un mensaje cristiano en
Indianapolis, y el crucial papel que juegan una sociedad que encuentra pocas afirma-
los padres y las familias en sus hogares ciones en los espacios piiblicos, especial:
para contribuir a evitar estos problemas, mente en los medios de comunicacion y
&sto en virtud de que es en el hogar donde diversién. Estoy convencido que una de las
se comienzan a inculcar los valores mayores razones de que nuestra iglesia esté
morales. Dicho mensaje aplica para este siendo desproporcionadamente escrudrifiada
caso, ya que ¢l aborto es una de las formas y ridiculizada por nuestros pecados ¢s porque
mis peligrosas de violencia. Otro ejemplo nosotros no cambiamos nuestra postura
de este género de violencia es la cutanasia, sobre los asuntos de la vida. En tal sentido
llamada eufemisticamente, “la muerie con aplaudo a ustedes que contindan luchando
dignidad” o el suicidio “ayudado” o, atn | contra la cultura de la muerte.
m4s matanza de “miscricordia”. Les doy muchas gracias a ustedes que
En el pasado mes de septiembre, con la oran por la cultura d¢ la vida, piblicamente
muerte de la Madre Teresa de Calcuta y en privado. Aplaudo a aquellos que
perdimos una fuerte voz, para los sin voz valientemente marchan y oran por la vida,
en nuestra sociedad. Cuando la Madre Toda la gente no estA llamada a ser (al testi-
Teresa recibi6 el Premio Nébel de la Paz g0 péblico, y por eso su regalo estd adn mis
en 1979 dej6 el siguicnte mensaje, “Para estimado. Aplaudo a Jos jévenes que viajan
mf, las naciones que tienen abortos legal- a Washington, D.C., para orar y marchar
izados son las naciones més pobres. El por la vida al lado de nosotros los obispos.
mayor destructor de lapazhoy endfaesel  Como miembro del comite nacional de
crimen contra los nifios que estén por obispos en favor de la vida, les digo a ust-
nacer”. En aquel momento a la Madre edes que es excitante ver tal apoyo y entusi:
Teresa se le ridiculizd a ella a causa de sus asmo por la cultura de la vida,
declaraciones, y s¢ le considerd una A causa del poder dé la oracidn y todos
molestfa para muchos portayoces que se los muchos esfuerzos en favor de la vida,
habfan proclamado a si mismos interlocu- jalmente por nuestros hermanos y her-
tores de los pobres. No obstante un escritor  manas més vulnerables, la cultura de la vida

observo para aquel tiempo que la Madre
Teresa fue un reproche para aquellos
quienes afirman hablar por los pobres,
pero que en realidad no son capaces de
transmitir ¢l real sentir del pobre, Durante
una de sus visitas a Memphis, recuerdo, la
Madre Teresa preguntd a la audiencia

vencerd la cultura dé la muerte. A propdsito,
aunque sea la voz de 1a Madre Teresa calls-
da ahora, imagfnese el poder d¢ su persitente
oracién ante el trono de Dios.

Translacién: Language Training Center,
Indianapolis

La intencién del Arzobispo Buechlein para vocaciones en enero;

Padres; Que ellos puedan permanccer fieles a su vocacion y puedan alentar a
sus hijos a considerar la llamada de Dios para servir en la iglesia, especial-
mente como sacerdoles y gente religiosa

Lett

Praying for, celebrating
religious vocations in
families

At the end of this month, one of our
sons, Michael Paul, will be receiving the
habit of the Congregation of St. John, a reli-
gious order headquartered in St. Jodard,
France. My wife, Judy, and [ are filled with
joy at this happy event, but we're also feel-
ing a bit alone in this situation of having a
son pledged to the church and so far away,
at that.

So, we have an idea, We would like to
form a group made up of fathers and moth-
ers, sisters and brothers, and other relatives
whose sons or daughters, siblings, nieces or
nephews, etc., are members of religious
orders of are lay missionaries, especially if
they are ministering far from home. We
think that we all share a very special bond.

We envision the group gathering a couple
times each year to pray for each other and
the religious in their families, to tell stories,
1o celebrate and to support one another,

1f any readers of The Criterion who have
close relatives in religious orders or congre-
gations or who are lay missionarics would
be interested in forming this group, please
contact me (317-263-4832) or the arch-
diocesan Office of Priestly and Religious
Vocations (236-1490, or 1-800-382-9836,
ext. 1490), We would like to hold our first
get-together in late spring or early summer.
Dan and Judy Hoyt
Indlanapolis
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Letters Policy

Letters from readers are published in
The Criterion as part of the newspaper's
commitment to “the responsible
exchange of freely-held and expressed
opinion among the People of God"
(Communio et Progressio, 116).

Letters from readers are welcome
and every effort will be made to include
letters from as many people and repre-
senting as many viewpoints as possible.
Letters should be informed, relevant,
well-expressed, and temperate in tonc.
They must reflect a basic sense of cour-
tesy and respect.

The editors reserve the right to select
the letters that will be published and to
edit letters from readers as necessary
based on space limitations, pastoral sen-
sitivity, and content (including spelling
and grammar), In order to encourage
opinions from a variety of readers, fre-
quent writers will ordinarily be limited
1o one letter every three months.
Concise letters (usually less than 200
words) are more likely to be printed.

Letters must be signed, but, for
serious reasons, names may be with-
held.

Send letters to: “Letters to the Editor,”
The Criterion, P.O. Box 1717, Indianap-
olis, Ind. 46206-1717. Readers with
access to e-mail may send letters to
criterion@archindy.org.

Spirituality for Today/Er. John Catoir
An annulment is not
a ‘church divorce’

When Sheila Rauch Kennedy wrote
her book, Shattered Faith, she not only
derailed the political
ambitions of her hus-
band, Congressman
Joseph P. Kennedy 11,
she also raised some
legitimate questions
about Catholic annul-
ments.

Mrs. Kennedy was
raised in the
Episcopal Church, and therefore she
believes that a divorce is morally per-
missible. She objected to the invasion of
her privacy when the Catholic Church
began an annulment process initiated by
her husband. She asked the same ques-
tions Henry VIII did more than 400
years ago: Why isn't a civil divorce
enough? Why must I bother with a
church annuiment? The answer is still
the same.

The Roman Catholic Church does not
recognize the right of civil authorities to
dispense from the vows taken in the
church because of the traditional inter-
pretation of the words of Jesus found in
Matthew 19:6: “What God has joined
together, let no one put asunder.”

Divorce puts a marriage asunder, it
severs an existing bond and bestows the
right to remarry, An annulment whether
civil or ecclesiastical states that true
consent was never given. In some cases
it declares that one of the parties lacked
the capacity to enter into and sustain the
obligations of marriage.

In an annulment, the marriage bond is
not severed. The church asks the ques-
tion, “Did God put this marriage togeth-
er in the first place?™ If the investigation
shows it was not a valid contract, an
annulment can be granted.

Once granted, the church is not saying
that the annulled marriage never existed.
Of course it existed, and the memory of
it may be cherished, but the marriage

contract itself was invalid and therefore
not binding.

The children born of an annulled mar-
riage are not considered illegitimate, In
fact, canon law specifically declares
them to be legitimate. All children are
precious in the sight of God. All chil-
dren are miracles of his creation.

Some Catholics find it emotionally
impossible to dredge up the painful
memories of the past. As a result, they
never apply for an annulment. Twenty
percent of those who do apply are reject-
ed because they have no case.

Many Catholics take matters into their
own hands and remarry without the ben-
efit of a church arinulment. They are for-
bidden to receive holy Communion, but
some do anyway believing that the new
marriage is a blessing sent by God and
that the prior marriage was a disaster
that was not blessed by God.

The church teaches that Catholics
have the right and the duty to follow
their consciences, but consciences should
be informed by the church’s teachings.

“The magisterium fulfills the aspira-
tions of conscience by enabling it to find
the moral good at which it aims. . . . For
Catholics the magisterium is one, but
only one, informant of conscience"
(Father Avery Dulles, 8.J., ina talk
given to 400 cardinals, archbishops and
bishops at the 10th bishops® Pope John
Paul Il institute on marriage and family
life in, Dallas, Texas, 1991).

Very few priests would turn anyone
away from the altar since we are
required to respect the conscience of our
people even if we disagree with them.
We car only urge them to go through
with the annulment process.

Most Catholics would rather have an
annulment than follow the “internal
forum” solution because it officially
releases them to begin their new life.

The church tribunal is a ministry of
mercy. T
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Indianapolis West
Deanery

St. Joseph
Parish

Indianapolis

Photos and story W\M(ary Ann Wyand

Fast Fact:

Every year, on the weekend closest to
Valentines Day, St. Joseph Parish sponsors an
overnight for parish children so parents can go
out for a special evening, The registration Jee
of $5 per child also covers breakfast prepared
by the St. Joseph Men’ Club the next morning.
About 70 children participate in the annual
overnight, with games and spiritual activities
in Elford Hall, then attend the 9 a.m. Mass
together and join their parents for the break-
fast. Parish youth-group members assist adult
volunteers with this child care project.

St. Joseph Parish religious
education students help fund }

construction of

ickel by nickel, dime by dime, 78 religious educa-
tion students at St. Joseph Parish in Indianapolis
are helping build a school for children in Bukoba,
Tanzania, Africa,
Since last September, their weekly donations to the
Indianapolis West Deancry parish have been forwarded to
St. Therese of the

African school

dren. It's good for them to know that they are able to be
a part of that.”

In addition to helping with the school, St. Joseph reli-
gious education students will send family pictures to the
people of Bukoba, Tanzania, and also will pray for them.

“When missionaries come and share so much of

themselves and

Child Jesus Sister
Helen Bandiho for
the Hekima
Secondary School.

“1 feel good

because we are
going to help peo-
ple who are less
fortunate,” sev-
enth-grade reli-
gious education
student Vincent
Kurt said. “It feels
good to be able to
help people.”

“The nuns were
here last summer
and participated
in one of the litur-
gies,” religious
education coordi- 4
nator Trudy Davis said. “They sang and shared so much
of themselves, and they had pictures and crafts that
their students had made. They brought so much of
themselves that it made us want to get involved. Later
we decided that the religious education students were
going to try to help the sisters build the school in
Africa. I's a good stewardship program for the chil-

Fourth-grade catechist Martin Morris discusses

what they are
| doing, I think it
makes us wanl to
| do more to help
them,” Davis
B said. “By helping
1 the sisters build
| this school, we
| can grow in
| faith.”
Fourth-grade
catechist Martin
Morris said he
appreciates the
educational bene-
fits of this Third
World project.
“From time 10
time, we will talk
with the kids
about the project
in Africa,” Morris said. “The students have learned how
fortunate they are to live where they do and have the
opportunities they have. I think a lot of the students were
quite stunned about the situation in Tanzania. There was a
lack of understanding about the needs of people in other
parts of the world, but now they are learning how impor-
tant it is to help people in a Third World country.”

virtues with students.

Locations throughout
the city of

Indianapolis!

WHAT IS PERPETUAL

ADORATION?

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed in a

monstrance 24 hours a day for adoration,
silent prayer & reflection,

1. One hour each week on a regular basis,
For example: 6:00 P.M. every Tuesday.

There is a system in which all committed
adorers can notify their coordinators or
guardians and request for coverage.

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, it becomes more likely

in the Eucharist strengthens our eyes of faith!"

“Praying before the Blessed Sacrament provides a_most helpful focus for personal
prayer. Pursuing a personal relationship with Christ is paramount. Time spent in
front of the Blessed Sacrament is the premier way. If we spend time in prayer with

ognize Christ on the path of everyday life. Time spent before Jesus Christ present

For further information, please contact: Mary Ann Schumann,
3356 West 30th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46222, 317-926-1963.

Albs

Priests - Altar Boys
Ministers of the
Eucharist

Many Styles, Sizes and
Textures to choose from.

Colors: White, Flax and Others.

and easier to seek and rec-
Open: Monday-Friday
9:30 to 5:30
Saturday - 9:30 to 5:00

Krieg Bros.

Catholic Supply House

Yes, I’'m interested!

Name Phone

— Established 1892 -
(2 biocks South of Monument Circle)
(Across trom Nordstrom, Clrcie Centre)

Address

119 S. Meridian Street
Indlanapolis, IN 46225

(Mail to Mary Ann Schumann at address above)

317-638-3416
1-800-428-3767
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Although the
project is a sacri-
fice for the chil-
dren, Morris said,
“It's also a leaming
process in many
ways. They leam
about another part
of the world and
they also leamn how
to give.”

For fourth-
grade religious
education student
Luke Corley, the
project is about
faimess—or, in
church teaching,
social justice.

“I think they
should have a
school,” Luke said. Fourth-grade religlous education student
“I don't think it’s  Audrey Korby concentrates on the lesson
fair that they might about virtues,
just get to go to
school two or three days a week. My
parents talked with me about it, and I
gave up some of my allowance
because it's for a good cause.”

This stewardship program is yet
another example of the hospitality
and concern for others evident at
St. Joseph Parish, where there's
always room in the pews for some-
body new and newcomers don't
remain new very long.

Father Glenn O'Connor, pastor, and
St. Joseph parishioners extend warm
welcomes to all visitors, whether they
are travelers passing through the
nearby Indianapolis Intemational
Alrport or local residents,

“St. Joseph parishioners are very
focused on being community,” Father
0'Connor said. “The parishioners do
more than their share as far as contri-
butions to the parish and community.

In December, Father O'Connor was named pastor ofa
second parish, St. Ann, in the Indianapolis South Deanery.
St. Ann shares its northern boundary with the southern
boundary of St. Joseph Parish, Father O’Connor also pre-
sides at a weekly Mass at the Indianapolis International
Airport for airport staff and travelers.

St. Joseph's style of small-town hospitality is cvident in
many parish ministries. The parish also provides living
space in the former convent for women who are undergo-
ing treatment for alcoholism through the First Step
Program at Fairbanks Hospital. Father O'Connor said the
parishioners are glad they arc able to help women who are
trying to rebuild their lives.

“S1. Joseph parishioners are good people who have been
here a long time,” the priest said. “There’s a faithful bunch
of them who have been here for years, and we have younger
families moving into the parish. We also reach out to the
needs of area nursing home residents and shut-ins and help
with St. Vincent de Paul Society projects for the westside.”

Senior citizens at St. Joseph Parish have a varicty of
recreational activities to choose from, thanks to leadership
team members of the Harvest House organization.

Longtime parishioner Rita Basch helps coordinate this
monthly ministry for seniors, which focuses on status, ser-
vice, creative forms of worship, continuing education,

F 7
AL B

5t. Joseph parishioners Marissa Farrell and Ashley Smith work on a religlous education cliss

It's a very warm and inclusive parish." art project for Eplphany In the preschool and kindergarten class.

recreation, celebration and community involvement.
Meetings begin with a liturgy followed by a luncheon and
special program, Once a year the senior members of the
parish gather for a spiritual retreat,,

Parishioners also generously respond to the financial
needs of the parish, Trudy Davis said, by staffing Stand
39 at the Indianapolis “500,” the Brickyard 400" and
the golf tournament held at the Speedway in September.

“It takes a lot of people to staff the concession
stand,” Davis said. “We're out there every day during
the weeks of the events, That's [concession stand] our
main fund raiser, and we've been able to remodel
parish buildings and buy a new sound system for Elford
Hall with this money. Anytime there is anything that
needs to be done in the parish we just band together and
somehow get it done. That's one of the beauties of
St. Joseph Parish.” t

m

(1849)

Address: 1375 S, Mickley Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46241
Phone: 317-244-9002

Fax: 317-244-0278

Church Capacity: 236 &

Number of Households: 380

Pastor: Rev. Glenn O'Connor
In Residence: Rev, Mark Tran Xuan Thanh
Administrator of Religious Education: Trudy Davis
Youth Ministry Coordinators: Delphia Acton,

Mari Riffey !
Music Director: Kay Jensen
Parish Council Chair: Bill Pfister

Princlpal: Mary Patricia Sharpe
School: All Saints School, 337 N. Warman Ave.,
317-636-3739 (1-8)

Masses:
Saturday Anticipation — 6:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:00, 11:30 a.m.,

Airport Mass 10:45 a.m.
Holy Day Anticipation — 6:00 p.m.
Holy Day — noon, 6:00 p.m.
Weekdays — 5:45 p.m,

"PRO-TECH

Seamless Rubber Roofing

m 10year renewable warranty

m Covers all existing types of flat roofs
m Waterproofing - vapor barrier

m Eliminates need for tearoffs

@ Sprayed polyurethane foam insulation

Call for Free Estimate
317-788-9540
Fax 317-788-9571

B New Carpet

Become a Part of History!

(Live in one of Indiana’s finest historical buildings)

The New Sheffield
Apartments

W Alarm System
@ New Appliances

B Spacious Floor Plans
And Much, Much More!

Avallable to Senlors

@ Recreation Room

@ Securs Building

B Courtyard Garden

@ Small Pets Accepted

Here, you'll gain a liberal arts foundation
and career-oricnted education that our
graduates call second 1o none, We're big
enough to give you a wide range of
choices—b5 fields of study, 21 sports teams,
and more than 50 clubs and organizations
to satisfy your extracurricular interests. Yet
we're small enough that our professors and
stalf get to know you personally, ensuring
the individual attention you deserve.

Tb learn more about our programs,
or fo arrange a personal visil, call
the Admissions Office at 317/788-3216.

Al the University of Indianapolis, we
. recognize the importance that faith
can play in your life, As a private, coeduca-
tional university affiliated with the United
Methodist Church, we live our motto, g
*Education for Service,” by providing stu-
dents with service projects and other activi-
ties to promote fellowship and personal ¢
growth, We welcome students of many
nations and faiths and offer interdenomi-
national worship services and retreats.

Universityof
Indianapolis
1400 East ?:’?‘.ﬂ

Call for Your Private Tour.

317-464-2435

10th Street

Sahm Street

Delaware Strest

L4

-

960 North Pennsylvania

Surprisingly Affordable
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Catholic Cemeteries Association

A ministry of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis
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. Cemetery

435 West Troy Avenue * Indianapolis, IN 46225

317-784-4439

Our Lady of Peace Cemetery

9001 N. Haverstick Road * Indianapolis, IN 46240

317-574-8893

Take the time to learn about what you need to know
concerning the responsibility we all face.

H In-Ground Burial or Mausoleum Entombment

» Protect yourself H
against having to

make painful
:vmsc decisions in a time
rice Range
! of sorrow.
Total :
$5,300 to * Protect your
$16,200 ; ;
family against
financial
y I read) ’
s ??_;\ 2-Person ot hardship.
pv ‘%?\"1‘ Average ::m grfve you ;’It / =
Efff Price Range cﬁﬂirﬁ:'ﬁ.ﬁ, *Give your. Se(f
:;j':.’ pre-need arrange- !
Y i pese o/ mind,
4 5400000 opening wyaul, ilwwu;lg fina
A4 $13,500 and your choice ans nave
& 03 |‘ 0, nie or
K&"?ﬁ}:}‘ g[r:n?:;o memorial. p
Pugiiiy already been
= made.
L P
4 2-Person °
/ Average SAVE » Ease your burden
. Price Range : _.$'-'25"2 | and your family’s
| Total (G | burden.
$5,030 to $1,254
[ ) . . -4
@ ) ssw Crypt Opening Letterinp ™ IES5 " |« Why not now?
a.% (*except final date)

Pre-planning now saves your lo
the uncertainty that co.

mes with waiting unt.
the Family Record Gu

Calvary Cemetery

135 West Troy Avenuc @ Indianapolis, IN 16225

317-784-4439

Please accept our apology should

ved ones the ordeal, the time, the money, the anxiety, the fear, and
il a death occurs. Call today for a consultation and receive your free booklet,
ide. This offer is available for pre-arrangement only.

Our Lady of Peace Cemelery
0001 N. Haverstick Road Indianapolis. IN 1(,240)
317-574-8898




By Derrick Koch
Assoclate Yocations Director

Plr.ase ask!

It is a fact that many of our youth
do think about the priesthood and
religious life, but they seldom take
it seriously until they are asked to
consider such a vocation.

In five months as associate
vocations director for the archdio-
cese, | have noticed that most

S . 7 T

Vocations.....

opportu-
nities each member of the church hasto
lnﬂuencatlwlifededshmofuhu‘i;_.* Iy

vocation, or—as is the case for

- Our Hol
in his 1992 exhortation, Pasfores

‘most of us—to subtly foster vocations by
leading “full Christian lives.” = "7 o)

moting this 1ife for those whom God

: continues to call o live this life. -
' ; _ | On amore pro-active level, if we are |
Al ", attentive to the men and women of our
one of the lesser known documents of ties and characteristics we feel are - 3
the Second Vatican Council, the council indicative of a priestly or religious life, - -
forth one simple statcment we may want to ask them if they have
that addresses each member of the church mmﬂdmdbdn;dm.whm
regarding the promotion of vocations: *The ot priests. _
: duty of fostering voca- - As our high-school-aged youth are
tions falls on the whole making decisions about college, we
Christian community, should ask if they have considered a
and they should dis- seminary or formation program. | have
' charge it principally by - told several young men as they think
Ilvingmllgnhdm';; ‘about where they want to continue
lives" (Optatam Totius their education that we have plenty of
{*Decree on Priestly. room in the seminary for them.
Foundation™], 2), With one simple statement, many
- This brief but direct ~ positive things are said, a seed Is
| statement is the message ~ planted, and God's grace can further
we chose to reflect upon in this year's | = the growth,
Religious Vocations Supplement: *Voca- - * Also along the lines of invitation, we
tions—We All Have a Part." In this supple- do not need to make the first invitation
ment are the stories of religious, priests and one of formation. We can simply invite
seminarians who share with us the various - someone to a fuller level of participation
ways people helped them hear and answer ; on the parish level, which allows them
God's call to serviceinthe church, .~ to feel a stronger sense of belonging to
" We offer these reflections and stories as the faith community, from which the
ways of stimulating the numerous _ “call" to service comes. :

' Finally, in keeping with the exhorta-
. tion to live “full Christian lives,” one

*other positive step we can take, which

someone o pursue @ * | in the long run promotes vocations, is  *
to challenge our young people to fully
* live the Gospel in their lives,
: B 'We do this first by building our own
y Father echoes and reissues this  lives on the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
n, ‘demonstrating to others that this is not

religious, we go a long way toward pro-

Dabo Vobis (“I Will Give You Shepherds?), ooy possible, but that there is great joy
‘when he states; “There is urgent need, r’"-';-.;'mdmtdbefpmdinmdum
clally nowadays, for a more widespread and “If wo live lives rooted in prayer and
felt conviction that all the members the sacrameants, charity and service to
of the church, without excep havethe . Mﬂamdehwnoﬂﬂngmfwby
and res| tolook after voca-  inviting others to follow along the same
tions” (PDV,41). N PRt e CR R B R G
"As 1 travel throughout the archdiocese ~ Itis along this Way of Jesus Christ
s the vocations diretor, 1 am asked fuany - that each person will discover bisor
* times, “How da e as parents, pricsts, bt own vocation. It s along this Wity
educators, etc., encourage vocations?” . that each heart will be filled with the .
 "The bottom line is that there is no one ~ love necessary o answer “Yes.”
simple answer to this question, Minimally, * When each of us fully lives the
we need to be positive abc sthood Christian life, we each find our place
and relgious 1f. Simply by showing our  inthe church, and the kingdom of God
appreciation and esteem for our priests and - L8 bull Y A

Catholic adults do not ask our youth to consider the
priesthood or religious life.

That is no secret, and I realize that Catholic
adults have many reasons for not asking. But my
concem is this: What are we implying when we
urge them to consider being a doctor, teacher,
lawyer, etc., but do not make mention of the priest-
hood or religious life?

Are we saying that the vocations of priests, sisters
and brothers are not as valuable as other life
options? Are we suggesting that it is better to have a
“more respectable, more influential, higher paying
job?"

Obviously, I think we are, My point is more clearly
seen when I hear, “Sure, we need priests and sisters,
but not my son or daughter!”

When we fail to ask our youth to consider a
church vocation, we are indirectly telling them that
the priesthood and religious life are inferior ways to
live.

Conversely, if we urge our young people to discern
a vocation to the priesthood or religious life (and not
just assume that they will live the married vocation),

then they will take notice of the joys of being called
by God to be a priest, sister or brother.

Just by asking our youth to consider church voca-
tions, we are suggesting that being called to the
priesthood or religious life is an honorable, valuable
and meaningful way of life! ‘

In a real way, when we pose the question to our

* young people, we build a sense of respect for priests,
who by the grace of their ordination represent Christ
in the church and the world (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, #1552). We imply respect for the
necessary role of the religious who have dedicated
their lives to the fact that Jesus does exist, on earth
and in heaven.

I have a feeling that when our youth sce meaning
in the lives of our priests, sisters and brothers, they
are more likely to consider such a vocation.

So please let our young people know that choosing
a church vocation is important and respectable. Urge
them to consider being priests, sisters or brothers. Let
them know that the priesthood and religious life are a
worthy and meaningful vocations! 1
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Vocation group seeks
advice from parents

National Religious Vocation Conference will ask parents
for their help in nurturing Gods call in children’s lives

By Sr, Marge Wissman, 0SF.

“Nurturing Vocations: Vocation

Ministers and Parents Respond to the

 Challenge” is
the theme of the
1998 convoca-
tion sponsored
by the National
Religious Voca-
tion Conference
to be held Sept.
§ 11-15at
Minneapolis,
Minn.

The National
{ Religious
Vocation
Conference is an
Sister Marge Wissman, O.SF, organization of

X men and women
committed to the fostering and discenment
of vocations, particularly to religious life.

Every other year this organization holds
a convocation for its members that
addresses a specific theme,

In 1996, the convocation’s theme was
“Who Do You Say We Are?" To get
answers 1o this question, 200 young adults
from across the United States were invited
to participate and give their input.

The vocation ministers committed
themselves to being open and honest as
they listened to what the young adults had
{o say. Time and again, the young adults
said, “We can't believe you really care
what we think about this!"

After the successful participation of the
young adults, the cvaluation and com-
ments of many members indicated that
parents would be the next logical group to
invite to the 1998 convocation.

The National Religious Vocation
Conference is aware of the critical role
parents play in nurturing God's call in the
lives of their children,

At the same time, recent studies and the
experience of vocation ministers have
shown parental support for vocations to
religious life and priesthood to be quite
weak, Therefore, the conference decided
1o invite 100 parents from across the coun-
try to join vocation ministers in addressing
the theme of the 1998 conyocation.

Discussions will center on the theme of
purturing vocations to the priesthood and

religious life within the domestic church.

Tn order to prepare for the convocation
and strengthen the partnership between
parents and vocation ministers, the confer-
ence is scheduling gatherings of parents
around the U.S, prior to the national meet-
ing in September.

The goals for these regional gatherings
are 1o listen to parents' reasons for encour-
aging or discouraging religious life or
priesthood as vocation options for their
children, and to generate ideas that will be
brought to the convocation for reflection
and elaboration,

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis has
been chosen to host parent gatherings this
spring.

In anticipation of the regional gatherings
and the national convocation, I interviewed
St. Louis parishioners Rose and Dave
Meyer of Batesville regarding their atti-
tudes about religious or priestly vocations
for their children. They are the parents of
two daughters, ages 16 and 13, and one
son, who is 5.

Dave and Rose, do you have firsthand
experience in knowing a priest, sister or
brother?

Rose—Yes, we were both educated in
Catholic schools. I am an associate for the
Sisters of St. Francis and work at Michaela
Farm as the farm secretary, so 1 am in con-
tact with sisters on a daily basis.

Dave—I'm very active in the parish
teen ministry program and 1'm a lector and
eucharistic minister, so 1'm often in contact
with priests and others who have answered
the call to religious life.

Do most of the priests and religlous
you know seem happy and fulfilled?

Dave—Yes. I can sense it in the way
they present themselves, At least 1don't
think people who are unhappy or unful-
filled can exhibit the enthusiasm and con-
viction I see in most priests and religious.
They certainly do a great job of concealing
it if they aren't happy and fulfilled.

Rose—The sisters | am associated with
emit peace and contentment, which you
don't see a lot in society.

How would you feel if one of your
children wanted to become a priest or
religlous? Would you actively encour-
age it?

Dave—I would have to say that 1 would
haye mixed emotions, especially when it

comes to my only son. Of course, 1'd be
happy and do anything to encourage him
(or either of my daughters) to pursue his
calling. However, I think I'd also be alittle
disappointed if my son chose priesthood as
his vocation because he is the only oppor-
tunity to perpetuate this branch of our fam-
ily tree. The shrinking size of today's
families may be one of the major factors
contributing to the decline in people (espe-
cially males) choosing religious life or
priesthood as their vocations.

Rose—1 would encourage it and fecl
extra blessed.

Do you view cellbacy asa hindrance
to your children's future happiness?

Rose—It is my opinion if children grow
up feeling and knowing they are loved, it
seems that it would be easier to be celibate,
but extra difficult if they are searching for
love. They could fall in love with their call-
ing—their focus in life,

Dave—No, not al all. Sex is not a prereq:
wisite for happiness. In fact, I think that the
sexual promiscuity of the '70s and '80s has
given rise to 5o many sexually transmitted
diseases (like AIDS, herpes, etc.) that more
and more people are choosing 8 celibate
lifestyle out of fear for their safety anyway.

Do you feel that you have suflicient
influence on your children as to their
future vocation cholce?

Rose—Since I now understand what it
means fo be called, T know that we indi-
rectly influence our children. 1t might really
scare our children if we suggested that they
select religious vocations, You can encour-
age them, just as you would guide them to
take the classes needed for a high school
major and starting college.

Dave—I think our influence today is
greatly reduced from past generations due
to the evolution of technology like televi-
sion and the Intemet; These technological
advances enable more and more outside
forces to Influence our children. As a result,
children today; more than ever, have minds
of their own and they will make their own
choices, However, I still feel that we can
have a significant and positive influence
simply by how we live our lives. Two old
sayings come to mind: “Actions speak
Jouder than words" and “Lead by example."

Does negative media about priests
and religious have an Impact on whether
or not you would encourage your child
to consider priesthood or religious life?

Rose—No, in regard to all the charges of
pedophilia, for instance, it becomes nEws-
worthy when it is a priest because they are
public figures, There are many other people
who will never be known because they are
not newsworthy, We feel that we are open-
minded enough to see past that.

Dave—No, not really. | wouldn't dis-
courage one of my children from being a
doctor because of the actions of a few bad
doctors, so I don't think 1 should discour-

age one of my children from choosing a
religious life because of the actions ofa
few bad priests, sisters or brothers either.
You have to remember, pri¢sts, brothers
and sisters are only human, and humans
make mistakes. In no way am [ condoning
{he actions of bad priests, sisters or broth-
ers. However, I think that in most instances
their mistakes are only announced on the
evening news of in newspaper headlines
because they are religious figures.

What Is it about religious life and
priesthood that could either encourage
or discourage parents to present these as
credible options for their children?

Rose—! would encourage [a religious
vocation] because of the community
aspect, the time to pray, and other spiritual
activities. I think that some people may not
encourage [their children about religious
vocations] because of bad experiences in
Catholic schools. I have read that in some
countries or areas in our own country,
priests and religious are singled out for per-
secution, 1 would worry if my child chose a
ministry that puts him/her in this situation.
But | would not discourage it.

Dave: I think one of the biggest factors
\hat would discourage parenis from present-
ing religious life as a credible option is that
the religious public figures whose daily
lives will be continuously scrutinized, espe-
cially by those with different beliefs. On the
other hand, I think that the inner peace and
sense of fulfillment that one gets from
being involved in service ministries would
encourage parents to present religious life
and priesthood as a credible option.

| thoroughly enjoy.the warmth I feel in
my soul after serving asa lector or
eucharistic minister, and I know how good
my part-time involvement in our teen min-
istry program makes me feel. | can only
imagine what the feeling would be like if |
were able to be involved in seryice min-
istries on a full-time basis.

Any other input you would like to
contribute?

Rose: It would be good for parents (o
become more educated on what priests, sis-
ters and brothers are all about—who they
are. Also, people need o be educated as lo
what a call is. 1 had to find out through
prayer and study.

Dave: Although I hope I'm wrong, our
responses may not be representative of the
opinions of most people because of our
extensive association with members of rell-
gious life. Parents should continue to encour-
age their children o be active in the church
even if religious life is not their chosen voca-
tion. With the continuing decline in people
choosing religious life and priesthood as
vocations, our pricsts, sisters and brothers
need our help now more than ever. 1

(Franciscan Sister Marge Wissman is
vocation director for the Sisters of St
Francis at Oldenburg.)
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Vocations are nurtured by personal witness

‘How important it is for us to see other people who
are dedicated to service of God and the church!’

By Fr, Mark 0'Keefe, 0.5.B.

As a moral theologian and as a teacher, I
know that the best moral teaching often
occurs not through
careful and precise
explanations (as
important as they arel)
but through good
example, sound prac-
| tical advice and a sup-
portive presence,

As a seminary rec-
tor and as a priest, [
know that vocations to
the priesthood are nurtured not so much
through clearer explanations of the theol-
ogy of priesthood (as important as they
are!) but through the personal witness,
encouragement and the attention of faith-
ful, prayerful and happy priests. (In fact,
these three characteristics most often seem
to go together!)

For myself, I remember the early encour-
agement of a Capuchin missionary priest
on the island of Okinawa, where my father
was assigned in the military. Father
Dominic lived a life of great simplicity, far
away from home and family, but he always
seemed full of good cheer and generosity—
and he could attack a home-cooked meal
with gusto! He was certainly a faithful and
a happy priest who made his pricstly life
scem attractive and joyful to an impres-
sionable pre-teen-ager like myselfl

Later, in junior high school, I was par-
ticularly encouraged by our local pastor to
be a part of a fledgling youth group, He
encouraged me to read at Mass, 0 help out
in the sacristy and to assist him in little
projects around the parish. I don’t recall
much explicit talk about priesthood, but 1
was getting a firsthand glimpse of the life
of a faithful and dedicated priest!

Of course, life in the seminary sur-
rounds a young man with the witness of
many priests on the formation staff. Of
particular importance is the mentoring pro-
vided by the seminarian's spiritual direc-
tor, with whom he shares his spiritual and
vyocational journey,

1 was blessed with some fine spiritual
directors who would probably feel very

useasoned” 1o be reminded that their
young directee is presently so advanced in
years that he is now a seminary rector.

1 think of Benedictine Father Gregory
Chamberlin (now a pastor in Evansville),
of Benedictine Father Noah Casey (now
\he director of Ministry to Priests for the
archdiocese), and of Benedictine Father
Daniel Buechlein (who also holds an
jmportant office in the archdiocese).

A listening ear, probing questions, some
good advice and a supportive spirit: my
spiritual directors gave me all of these,
together with the witness of a priestly min-
istry generously embraced.

Ideally, a seminary rector ought to bea
good role model and a mentor to the semi-
narians in his pastoral care. As rector, he is
the pastor of the seminary community and
shoyld give a good example of servant-
leadership of God's people.

1am grateful for the witness of
Benedictine Father Thomas Ostdick, who
was rector of Saint Meinrad College when
I was a college student; of Archbishop
Daniel, who was rector of Saint Meinrad
School of Theology when I was a theology
student; and of Benedictine Father Eugene
Hensell, who was rector of both schools
when 1 joined the seminary staff in 1987.1
leamned a great deal about being a priest
and a pastor from these talented men. I
hopelhullumedenoughtobcngood
example to the seminarians who are now
in my pastoral care,

While in the seminary, seminarians are
placed in parish assignments with priests
whom the bishop and vocations director
believe will be good role models. These
relationships are critical for the seminari-
ans as they see, firsthand, the struggles and
the joys of being a priest.

What the candidates leam from the sem-
inary is vitally important, but the mentor-
ing that they get from a priest-supervisor is
also critical for their discemment and for-
mation for ministry.

At the same time, lay people and reli-
gious on the parish staff—as well as other
parishioners—also play an important role
in supporting the seminarian and in teach-
ing him to be a caring and dedicated pastor.

Of course, for many young priests, the

1997
ordinands

Newly ordained priests
Joseph Villa and Joseph
Pesola assist with the
eucharistic liturgy during
their ordination on June 7
of Iast year at SS. Peter and
Paul Cathedral. Father
Kevin Morris also was
ordained that day.

first pastor to whom they are assigned after
ordination is also critical in helping them
1o navigate the first years of priestly life in
a parish.
I don't think that the influence of priests
in the fostering and nurturing of priestly
vocations can be exaggerated. Young men
need to see happy and holy priests! I fecl
very blessed personally to have had
encountered so many good priests.
At the same time, all the mentoring for a
priesthood candidate does not come from
' pricsts. [ was personally greatly influenced
and encouraged by the lay and religious
faculty members of Saint Meinrad College
and School of Theology.

Even now, I leam so much about leader-
ship, stewardship, care and dedication
from the lay people and religious with
whom I am privileged to work at Saint
Meinrad—faculty colleagues, fellow admin-
istrators, staff members and board members,

Being an effective priest and pastor
today requires many skills for such var-
ied challenges as leading, managing, lis-
tening, communicating, serving and
staying faithful to a commitment.
Seminarians certainly learn these skills
from the example and mentoring of
priests, but they also learn them from the
advice and witness of lay people as they
live out their own Christian vocations in
family, work, community and parish.

Our seminary admissions process
requires the applicant to submit a brief

autobiography that, in part, asks him to
talk about his process of vocational dis-
cemnment. It is striking how many appli-
cants report the important role playedby °
priests. It is no less striking how many
young men first began thinking seriously
about the priesthood because some lay per-
son or religious whom they respect told
them that they should think about the

esthood.

Christ himself calls men to join other
ptiuuinmeptuhymnlmlﬂ.bunhilull
is importantly nurtured not only by voca-
tion directors, seminaries and other pricsts,
but also by the parish joners that the semi-
narian encounters in his time of discemn-
ment and formation.

'l‘hcpﬂcsthwdilupecillmdwuﬂer-
ful vocation from God! Personally, I thank
God for the gift of my vocation every day,
and I thank God every day for the blessing
of being the rector of a seminary.

Hnwlmpurwnltllfoullnl'uuohwa
the witness of people who live their voca-
tions faithfull those vocations
might bel How important it is for us to see
other who are dedicated to service
of God and the church! How important it is
foryotmgmlohlv:ﬂledodimled.pel‘-
sonal witness of other human beings who
have been blessed with a call to the priest-
hood and who live it faithfully every day!

(Benedictine Father Mark O'Keefe is
president-rector of Saint Meinrad School
of Theology.) t
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Holy Cross sister likes her parish ministry

‘Throughout my life, others have been there to support
me in my religious vocation and in my ministry.’

By Sr. Elleen Flavin, C.5.C.

How often [ have heard that if I think
someone might have a vocation 1o reli-
gious life, I should
suggest it to that
person.

On their own, peo-
ple might not be
aware of how God is
acting in their lives.

That is certainly
my story. It happened
to me.

I had the opportu-
nity to attend both Catholic grade school
and high school, The Sisters of the Holy
Cross, of which I am now a member,
taught in both of those schools in my
home parish in northern Indiana,

When 1 was in the sixth grade, my
teacher spoke to me briefly about reli-
gious life, Sister Joselda asked me if 1
had ever thought about being a sister.

1 had not, but she was the person who
planted that seed for me, If she had not
asked me, I don't think 1 would have

chosen religious life.

The thought of a religious vocation
stayed in the back of my mind until I
was a senfor in high school. That thought
would nul}o away. | knew | needed to
come to a/decision aboul it.

My other,option was o attend college
and become a teacher. I continued to
wrestle with that thought of a religious
vocation,

During my senior year of high
school, 1 was the editor of our school
newspaper and worked closely with
Sister Xavier Therese, also a Holy
Cross sister, who was the sponsor for
the newspaper.

One day Sister Xavier Theresa asked
me if 1 had ever thought about becoming
asister, | was surprised that she asked
me. 1 still was not seeing God's action in
my life. | shared my sixth-grade experi-
ence with her.

Sister Xavier Therese and an associale
pastor in our parish “walked” with me
for several months while I prayed and
asked God for guidance in the decision.

With God's help, 1 made the decision

{0 enter the Congregation of the Sisters
of the Holy Cross at Notre Dame in
northern Indiana the following
September. -

The Holy Cross sistcrs were the only
religious community I knew about. The
two main works of this community were
education and health care. Since |
wanted to be a teacher, that fit in with
the direction my life was going.

As a congregation, the Holy Cross sis-
ters are still involved in education and
health care. We are also involved in pas-
toral ministry in different settings
throughout the world.

Currently, as an international commu-
nity, we have about 675 members. Most
of our younger sisters come from coun-
tries we serve outside the United States.

Throughout my life, others have been
there to support me in my religious
vocation and in my ministry.

I am now involved in two part-time
ministries. I am the parish life coordina-
tor at St. Peter Parish in Franklin
County. I also am a member of the lead-
ership team for our congregation for the
Holy Cross sisters who are ministering
in the Midwest, which includes dioceses
in Indiana, 1llinois, Ohio, Michigan and
Minnesota.

When 1 think about the mentors that I
have now or have had in my life, besides
those already mentioned, they often have
been other women religious and priests
who have a similar relationship with
God as celibate people.

These mentors also are the ones who
have as their specific vocation to awaken
people’s hearts to the spirit and presence
of God. Often these mentors have
remained close friends throughout the
years,

For me, it is important to share what
my life is about with others, and that is
casiest with those who are also living the
same kind of life.

But the other mentors in my life are
those whom I observe as living their
vocation, whether it is to the single life
or married life. Some of my closest
friends are in the latter vocation choices.

1 enjoy friendships with persons who,
whatever their vocations, seem to live
life to the fullest and for whom God is
an important part.

These are the persons from whom 1
find support and strength to live my life.
They are the true mentors in my life. T

(Holy Cross Sister Eileen Flavin is the
parish life coordinator al St. Peter
Parish in Franklin County.)

Two Indiana

St. Francis Hospital
& Health Centers

or more than 80 years, St. Francis Hospital and

Health Centers has delivered medical care to those in

need, with skill and compassion. We've kept pace

with the rapid advances in medical science, and
we've never lost sight of our dedication to healing the body,
mind and spirit through a unique sense of caring,

o Father Joseph Pesola,

priests promote
vocations in
national campaign

“A Future Full of Hope,"
the National Strategy for
Vocations, is a three-year
effort by tfie U.S. bishops to
promote vocations to the
priesthood and religious
life,

Part of that effort
involves sharing the stories
of men and women who
have chosen to serve God as
priests or religious sisters or
‘brothers.

associate pastor of St. Pius X
Parish in Indianapolis, is
among the priests featured
in the national vocation
campaign.

Father Pesola formerly

St. Francis has expanded to better serve our growing com-
munity. Our new South Campus offers diagnostic imaging,
medical and radiation oncology, women and children’s serv-
ices, a comprehensive breast center, emergency medicine,
occupational health, ambulatory care, and outpatient/short-
stay surgery. Many family practice and specialty physicians
have located their offices right on campus.

Cardiac services at our Beech Grove campus include state-
of-the-art catheterization labs, and are second to none in the
Midwest. Our facilities are often used as a worldwide
demonstration site for advanced cardiac procedures. The
Beech Grove hospital continues its tradition as our primary
inpatient facility.

Through all these changes, St. Francis has kept focus on its
original mission: to serve and help heal the members of its
community. Today, and every day, St. Francis is truly leading
the way to a healthier community.

ST. FRANCIS
HOSPITAL
& HEALTH
CENTERS

———
Leading the Way toa
Healthier Community

St. Francis Hospital St. Francis South Campus
1600 Albany Street 8111 S. Emerson Avenue
Beech Grove, IN 46107 Indianapolis, IN 46237
(317) 787-3311 (317) 865-5000

worked as a supervisor at the
Indiana School for the Deaf
4n Tndianapolis and enjoys
serving as an associate pas-
tor and in deaf ministry.

“We won't in the future
be doing the diversity of
things we're doing now," he
said, “We will have more
laymen and laywomen
assisting."

Father Ted Dudzinski, a
priest of the Lafayelte
Diocese, also is featured in
the publicity for “A Future
Full of Hope."

Formerly a manager for
the Indiana State Park
System, Father Dudzinski
said, “1 want to have an
all-encompassing min-
istry. There is such a need
to get the message of
Christ out there. With the
numbers of priests declin-
ing, 1 don't think in the
future there will be room
for specialists.”

The U.S. bishops' national
vocations strategy was initi-
ated in 1996 and will con-
clude later this year.

The campaign has been
coordinated by the
National Conference of
Catholic Bishops'
Secretariat for Vocations
and Priestly Formation
and was made possible by
a grant from the Knights

of Columbus, T



For more information on
religious life and priesthood,

please contact the Vocations
Office,

317 236-1490 o
1-800-382-9836, .. 1
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Benedictine
monk loves
mission work

‘I've always had this awareness of
God, a sense of Godss presence.’

By Mary Ann Wyand

Sometimes the pathway to a religious vocation follows
4 roundabout route with more than a few detours.

Fifteen years ago Benedictine Father Bruce Knox of
Indianapolis found his calling to serve God as a missionary
priest in Jamaica, But first he served the state of Indiana as
a messenger for former Gov. Matthew Welsh and the
United States as an Army clerk-typist at four American
military bases and in Vietnam during the war.

“] was never in combat,” Father Bruce said, “I was
assigned to the Adjutant General's Corps, responsible for
administrative work. While at Fort Benning, Ga., 1 helped
prepare records for the 11th Air Assault, then went to
Victnam with the 14th Engineer Batallion combat unit.
The war was hard. 1 lost a lot of friends there.”

During his military years in the '60s, Army Specialist
Fourth Class Bruce William Knox Jr. attended Mass regu-
larly and enjoyed helping the military priests.

“ was not a chaplain’s assistant,”" he said. “That was
not my M.O.S. (military occupation specialty). I was a
clerk-typist. But during my Army years, in terms of expe-
riencing God, 1 remember there were always priests there
and 1 made myself available to help them.”

While assigned in the South and later in Vietnam,
Father Bruce said he struggled with the painful realities of
the civil rights movement and the horror of war,

“I've always had an attraction to the spiritual,” Father
Bruce said. “I've always had this awareness of God, 2
sense of prayer, a sense of God's presence, and | tried to
respond to that throughout my military career,”

The first pricst-mentor in his life was Father Bemnard
Strange, former pastor of St. Rita Parish in Indianapolis.

“Father Strange baptized me,” Father Bruce said. “He
was the first priest I ever knew and was always present in

my life during my childhood years. I was baptized at
St. Rita's, and made my first Communion, first reconcilia-
tion and confirmation at Holy Angels Parish,”

After attending Holy Angels School, young Bruce Knox
enrolled at Cathedral High School when he failed to pass
the entrance examination for the former Latin School.

At Cathedral, he got to know Holy Cross priests and
brothers on the faculty of the former all-boys' school.

“Holy Cross Brother Joseph Otto, who is now deceased,
and Holy Cross Brother Raymond Harrington, English
teachers at Cathedral, were carly mentors in my life,”
Father Bruce said. *“The first priest who took my interest in
a vocation seriously was Father Joseph Riedman, who was
the assistant pastor at Holy Angels at the time. I looked up
10 him. I served his Masses as an altar boy. I knew there
was something about what the priests did that attracted me,
drawing me—toward the spiritual, the divine—to God."

After attending Central State College in Xenia, Ohio,
for several years, Bruce Knox decided he “wasn't cut oul
for academic life” and came back to Indianapolis to work
as a messenger for Gov. Welsh from 1963 until 1965.
Then came the draft, and he joined the Army. Returning to
civilian life after the war, he tried various jobs but contin-
ued to feel drawn to religious life.

“While working at Methodist Hospital as a file clerk, |
began to think seriously about religious life and the priest-
hood,” he said. “I walked 1o the cathedral for daily Mass,

LEBANON OAK FLOORING CO.

“Distributors of Fine Flooring"

« Plank Flooring = T & G Flooring * Prefinished & Unfinished
+ Hartco Flor-Tile * Custom Floors * Stair Treads & Acces.
» Wax Paper & Powercleats

317-632-9007 or 317-632-7625

3110 Roosevelt Ave. (2100 N - 3100 E) * Indianapolis, Indiana

1 am the father of a priest.
What blessedness! What joy!
Each mom the Holy Sacrifice
1s offered by—my boy!

My boy, who only yesterday
Was just a little lad,
With eager face and winning

ways,
A-romping with his dad.

The Holy Mass—by my own son?
Whence comes this boon 1o me?
0 Lord, 1 am not worthy—but
My soul sings thanks 1o Thee.

There's one | would give credit o,
| merit not the least:

*Tis all due to his mother

That our son is now God's Priest.

With pious, firm, wise motherlove,
she guided, shiclded, blest

That soul entrusted 1o her care,
And—God's Orace did the rest.

\bcations grow from litlle seeds
Of grace within the soul.

To propagate the seed, the plani—
That is the mother’s role,

To call 1o God's own service
comes

To God's own chosen few.
0 Catholic Mother, does not this
Enkindle hope in you?

The hope, one of God's Chosen,

Few
May be—your girl, your boy?
The very thought of it must thrill
Your motherheart with joy,

With joy and with high resolve

To rear your children so,

That should one have that seed
of grace

That seed would sprout and grow.

Pray with your children, Pray
for them;
Then to your very best

To guide them firmly, wisely, well,

And leave 10 God the rest.

What joy! When your young
priest or nun

Attains the lofty goal!

While life endures their love s
yours;

Their prayers—for your poor soul.

50: As the father of a priest,

My wish—to help it come truel—
To all good Catholic parents is:
“A priest! A nun! to you!”

“«J heard the voice of the Lord saying,
‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our
messenger?’ I answered, ‘Here I am,

»

send me. (Isaiah 6:8)
i V)
; = *
Lord, send him to: £ %
St. Maur Monastery %ﬂ ;1
4615 North Michigan Rd. " ’!-
Indianapolis, IN 46228 My vui

Call: Fr. Charles, OSB, 925-9095

Little Sisters of the Poor

In 30 countries throughout the world, the Little
Sisters of the Poor strive to live their consecra-
tion in the spirit of the Beatitudes. By caring for
the aged poor and becoming “one family” with
them, they experience the joy of a total gift of
themselves to Christ and to his Church.

We invile young women who feel
called to the religious life lo l)l!:l'; us,
meet our elderly Residents, and share
in our life of prayer. We will be happy
to answer your questions and accom-
pany you in your search.

Little Sisters of the Poor * 5t. Augustine’s Home
2345 W. 86th Street * Indianapolis, IN 46260

Tel. 317-872-6420

Basba-by-af wd ededes

Benedictine Father Bruce Knox
kneels In prayer In the Blessed
sacrament Chapel of S5: Peter
and Paul Cathedral In
Indlanapolis, where he discerned
his vocation to the priesthood
two decades ago. He is a mis-
slonary priest in Jamaica, home
on sabbatical.

and pondered my vocation in the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel. One day 1 emerged from church with the convic-
tion that 1 would do it. I talked with my father about it. |
wanted his blessing. Then 1 talked with Father Clarence
Waldon, pastor of Holy Angels Parish, who took my inter-
est in a religious vocation seriously, He sent me to

St Mnﬁr Monastery in Indianapolis, where Father
Bemardin Patterson, the prior at the time, made the com-
munity available for me for discernment.”

At St. Maur he became friends with men living the Rule
of St. Benedict—prayer, work and community.

“Seeing a community of men living according to that
rule was very impressive to me,” he said. “When I met the
monks of St. Maur in 1972, they were on their knees
singing the Salve Regina. Their prayer life confirmed for
me that 1 could be a monk."

After studying for the priesthood at Pope John XXIII
National Seminary in Weston, Mass., near Boston, he was
ordained by Kingston, Jamaica Archbishop Samuel E.
Carter, a Jesuit priest, at Holy Angels Church.

“After ordination I went to Jamaica,” Father Bruce said.
“1 was co-founder of St. Benedict's Monastery in May
Pen, Clarenden, Jamaica, the West Indies, which was the
first attempt to live the Benedictine life in Jamaica.”

During the past 15 years, his monastic life there has
included parish and educational ministries, farming, the
establishment of a new mission parish, construction of a
church, and a successful petition to the Vatican for a
bishop to serve Catholics in the central part of the
island.

“Our new bishop is a Passionist priest, the Most Rev.
Paul Michael Boyle, a former professor at Saint Meinrad
Seminary,” Father Bruce said. “He has brought in more
priests for the diocese.”

St. Benedict's Monastery is “a small Benedictine com-
munity at present,” Father Bruce said, After a sabbatical in
Indianapolis, he will return to the Jamaican monastery. T

LitTLE COMPANY OF MARY SISTERS
9350 South California Avenue
Evergreen Park, IL 60805

SINGLE CATHOLIC WOMEN OVER 21
Come...visit us.
Come..,work with us.
Come...live us.
4 Come and See (monthly weekend)
L.C.M. Quest (week in healing ministry)

Sister Jean Stickney, L.C.M., Yocation Director
708/229-5490 + Fax: 708/422-2212 * Voice Mail: 708/229-5797

PASSIONIST NUNS

contemplative monastic life

*Within the Church, the
Passionist Nuns are called to
be a sign of the love of Jesus
Crucified for the Father and for
mankind. By their unceasing
contemplation of the Paschal
Mystery of Jesus, the grealest
and most overwhelming work
of God’s love, they arc certain
of contributing to the fullness
of the Church's presence o
mankind.”

—Passionist Rule,

For more information write:

Passionist Nuns

8564 Crisp Road

™ Whitesville, KY 42378-9726
i 502-233-4571
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Providence sisters use discernment guides, special curriculum
to mentor women considering religious vocations

By Ann Ryan

The Sisters of Providence Constitutions
states that “fostering religious vocations is
the privilege and the responsibility of each
member of the congregation.”

Providence Sister Ann Casper has
embraced that directive wholeheartedly for
the past year, Although she ministers as
the director of the Gerontology Sabbath
Renewal Program at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College and as an editorial associ-
ate for the Sisters of Providence Office of
Congregational Advancement, Sister Ann
wanted to do “anything I can to facilitate
vocations to religious life.”

That “anything” has been to open her
door and her heart to women in the earliest
stages of religious commitment.

Last spring, Sister Ann and her
housemate, Providence Sister Suzanne
Brezette, welcomed Providence
Postulant Diane Lamb to live with them
and experience community life. Sister
Diane is now a canonical novice at
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods.

Since September, Sister Ann has
served as a discernment guide for a young
woman who is considering joining the
congregation.

“Women who are thinking about join-
ing us need to experience community
living early in formation,” Sister Ann
said. “They need to see what it is like
day-to-day—the struggles, the enjoy-
ment. That is'what their life will be,
sharing lifestyles of prayer, community
life and ministry with other sisters."

According to Providence Sister Paula
Damiano, vocations director for the order,
women considering religious life need to
connect with supportive people who will
assist and guide them through the deci-
sion-making process.

The discemment guide program is one of
the ways the Sisters of Providence vocation
program strives to provide such support.
Women who want to seriously discern reli-
gious life are partnered with Providence sis-

ters who serve as mentors. Meeling one-to-
one and using materials designed by the
vocation team, the two women reflect on
and discuss the journey to religious life.

“The discermment guides provide yet
another connection to the congregation,
another way for relationships to be estab-
lished and grow,” Sister Paula explained.
Currently, 17 women considering voca-
tions are meeting with Sisters of
Providence discernment guides.

Initially, the guide and the woman
talk about the life experiences of the
woman and get to know each other,
Sister Ann said. Further into the pro-
gram, “we talk about subjects directly
related to religious life—relationships
with God, relationships with family and
friends, how a job or interest may lead
to a ministry, and personal spirituality.”

The meetings are not simply a time

to chat, but are focused discussions cen-

tered on Scripture reading and reflec-
tion questions.

“When we come together, we are both
ready to talk, to answer questions,” Sister
Ann said. “It is a time to look over the life
journey, to see growth that comes from
mistakes, to talk about how prayer fits into
the process.”

This mentoring experience is far from
one-sided, Sister Ann said, adding that she
receives as much as she gives during dis-
cernment sessions.

“This is very life-giving to me,” she
said. “It causes me to look at my own com-
mitment to religious life, the different parts

of it—prayer life, ministry, community life.

It refocuses my dedication as I try to
respond to questions. As 1 share my values,
it deepens those values and my desire to
live them. It is a very sacred task to walk
with a woman in discemment. You are
really looking at God's action in her life."

Sister Ann, the former Sister Kenneth
Ann, has a variety of experiences to share
with others. She joined the Sisters of
Providence 40 years ago and has ministered
in congregation administration as general

ARCHDIOCESAN BLACK CATHOLICS CONCERNED

P.O. BOX 88078

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 48208-0078

WHY AN ORGANIZATION OF BLACK CATHOLICS??2?
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Providence Sister Ann Casper (second from left) listens as Providence Sister Suzanne Brezette
(right) gives a tour of the Saint Mary-ol-the-Woods motherhouse to women attending a vocation dis-
cernment weekend. Sister Ann serves as a discernment guide to one of 17 women who are consider-

Ing Jolning the order.

secretary and provincial, She also served as
principal at Ladywood-St. Agnes School
and St. Agnes School in Indianapolis before
the school's merger and eventual closing,

“Women today have so many more
options than I had 40 years ago when I dis-
cerned about religious life,” Sister Ann
said. “I can only talk out of my own expe-
riences, but I find they relate in many
ways, There are many similarities in our
struggles and desires.”

The young woman currently discerning
with Sister Ann agrees.

“At first I thought she wouldn't under-
stand me, having had a different life expe-
rience,” said a recent college graduate,
who asked that her name not be published.

However, the woman said, she discoy-
ered that Sister Ann “is anxious to know
how it is for me and for other women in
discermment. She has given me a realistic
view of religious life. She readily shares
her own experiences and the experiences of
other sisters to validate my feelings and
concems. She shows me that [ am not
alone. Sister Ann is a very open and com-
passionate woman. She cares. I know that
she will support me even if 1 don’t choose
religious life. She has been a great mentor.”

Sister Ann smiles at the notion of

being a mentor.

“I don't get up every moming thinking
1'll mentor someane today,” she said. “But |
do have a sense that how 1 live, how I come
across in ministry and in community life,
that I am—that we all are—examples.
There are people I look up to whom I would
like to be like. I am influenced by others,
not just those in religious life, but by exam-
ples of good parenting, of family life. It is
basically all about relationships, and we all
have to try to do that in a good way."

Sisters Ann extends an invitation to
vocation ministry o everyone,

“Anyone, no matter what lifestyle, can
encourage another person to consider reli-
glous life. We cannot expect o have these
ministers if people never hear about this
life, if they aren’t encouraged by a parent,
a fellow parishioner, a friend.”

Sister Ann summarizes her role as a dis-
cernment guide by quoting Jesus' response
to inquirers: *Come and sce.”

“That is my purpose—lo invite women
to come and see, to talk about this life, to
learn about it,” she said, “and then they
can decide.” T

(Ann Ryan assists the Sisters of
Providence with promotion of religious life
and the congregation.)

The Possibilities
are Endless!

‘kﬂ"i

The Sisters of Providence have a strong
sense of mission among God's people.
The future holds new challenges and
possibilities in our ministries which

the sick, social justice and eco-justice,
parish work and pastoral care,

Are you intrigu
byct }msftf:'.?it;‘( of ts
as & Sister of Providence?

include education, care of the poor and

Vocation Office, Owens Hall, 1 Sisters of Providence,

The Sisters of Providence
of Smint Mary- f-the-Woods, Indians

PROVIDENCE .-

Contact: Sister Bernice Kuper, 5¢

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, IN 47876-1089
Phone: 1-800-860-1840 ext. 124

E-mail; bkuper@juno.com

Visit our NEW website at: www.spsmw.org




L]
Vocalmns:w pleonent _Page18 _Frday, January 16, 1998

" Seminarian enjoys talking about vocations

-
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I really believe there are a lo

in our high schools. I believe

By Mary Ann Wyand

Seminarian Joseph Brown of
Indianapolis describes himself as an
extrovert who loves people and loves
helping people.

On a recent morning, the Scecina
Memorial High School graduate and
Saint Meinrad seminarian helped 15
Scecina seniors sort and package clothing
donations at the Holy Family Shelter, a
Catholic Social Services agency in
Indianapolis under the auspices of
Catholic Charities.

Brown said his love of the Catholic
faith evolved during his years at Scecina
and led him to become an adult convert to
Catholicism. He began considering the
priesthood during his college years, and
now is a third-year theology student at
Saint Meinrad.

“As a non-Catholic teen-ager, | didn’t
know what to expect when my parents
enrolled me at a Catholic high school,” he
said. “The Scecina community was
absolutely marvelous—very welcoming,
very accepting. I think my call to the
priesthood began there with the faculty
and my peers. My high school friends
have been an incredible support to me
throughout my seminary years.”

Brown enjoys talking with junior high
and high school students about vocations
to the priesthood and religious life, and
often participates in school convocations.

“] really believe there are a lot of
[youth with religious] vocations in our
high schools,” he said. I believe that's
where it all starts,”

Brown converted to Catholocism while

t of [religious] vocations
thats where it all starts.’

attending Greenville College near

St. Louis. There he became friends with
Father Richard Stika, who is now a mon-
signor, vicar general and chancellor of the
Archdiocese of St. Louis for Archbishop
Justin F. Rigali.

“He's a wonderful friend and mentor,”
Brown said of Msgr, Stika, “We used to
go out for dinner or to a movic, and he
would talk with me about the priesthood.
Recently I received a Christmas card
from him, and it said, *You're in my
prayers daily.’ "

Many archdiocesan priests have
become good friends and mentors, Brown
said. “A number of priests helped to con-
firm my calling during my discernment
for the priesthood.”

Father Charles Chesebrough, pastor of
St. Charles Borromeo Parish in
Bloomington, has been “a great fricnd,”
Brown said. “Father Charlic loves God,
the priesthood and the people, and he
goes to great lengths to show it. Through
his mentoring, he has allowed me lo see
what priesthood can be. It can be fun. It
can be exciting. You can be spontancous.
You can be an extrovert! He has helped
e see how my personality will fit with
the priesthood.”

Father Thomas Murphy, pastor of
St, John the Evangelist Parish in
Indianapolis, is “truly a gentleman,"
Brown said. “I reside at St. John's when
I'm not at Saint Meinrad, Father Tom has
helped me fine-tune some people skills
and learn how to be professional and
thorough. He's always been very encour=
aging.”

Another good friend, Msgr. Harold

Fle prote by Mary Am Wyard

Seminarian Joseph Brown of Indianapolls talks with Indianapolls North Deanery Catholic school stu-

dents during a vocations day last February at Bishop Chatard High School. Recently, he spoke during a

vocations program at Roncalll High School In Indlanapolis.

Knueven, pastor of Our Lady of the
Greenwood Parish in Greenwood, has
taught him spiritual insights, Brown said,
“I'm so impressed with Father Harry's
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, and
I've always admired his prayer life.”
Benedictine Father Guy Mansini, a
Saint Meinrad professor who teaches sys-
tematic theology, also is a good friend,
Brown said, “He's a great professor and

very down-to-earth. We can talk about any-

thing. It's great to have those moments.”

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein has
been very supportive, Brown said, and
frequently makes timein his busy sched-
ule for the seminarians.

“The archbishop encourages the semi-
narians to pray,” Brown said, “and he
also encourages us to make time for
recreation, to have a balanced life, We're

very fortunate to have an archbishop who
was a seminary rector prior to being
ordained to the episcopacy. He's very
supportive of all the seminarians.”

Friendships with diocesan and religious
order priests are “‘a great affirmation to my
calling to the priesthood,” Brown said.
“Father Charlie [Chesebrough] told me,
*Joe, you know a lot of priests. Take from
them what [ministry skills] you like, and
use that in your own priesthood.’

Father Tom [Murphy] has always told me
that *success in the priesthood is being
yourself." I think those are very wise
words from both men."

Brown said he believes “once a young
man enters the seminary, the support is
there that he needs for discernment. It's
good to know there is support from other
priests.” 1
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“The Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana seck to live the gospel of Jesus." (conslistion)
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of the poor is wrought in changed surround-
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Faith Alive!

God comes to us in life events and people

God reaches out and
touches us at that ‘little
bit of heaven’ which we
call the Eucharist

world.

God speaks 1o us also through our
Catholic tradition. This tradition,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, is sometimes
neglected as an ongoing source of God's
presence and direction,

Just as we prayerfully reflect on the
Bible, so too must we prayerfully con-
sider our tradition. The Nicene Creed,
recited each Sunday at Mass, presents
many basic truths of our tradition in a
concise form,

The Catholic catechism is our latest
detailed attempt to capture the Catholic
tradition for our times. Both ereed and
catechism deserve our best consideration
as God's living word to our community.

The sacraments, rooted in Scripture
and tradition, speak God's love to us in
special ways, The Eucharist, in particu-
lar, brings Christ 1o us,

Recently, at the close of a Cursillo
weekend, 1 felt Christ's presence in a
hard-to-define yet real way as we sang
the opening hymn of Mass. It was as if
God was reaching from eternity and
speaking directly to me, While that
grace-filled moment passed, its memory
is still vivid.

1 believe the barrier between heaven
and earth is permeable, not solid. God
reaches out and touches us at that “little
bit of heaven™ which we call the
Eucharist.

God speaks 1o us, usually in the ordi-
nary but also the not-so-ordinary
moments of our lives. We seek to listen
and respond; T .

(Oblate of St, Francis de Sales Father
John Crossin Is a visiting fellow at the
Woodstock Theological Center at
Georgetown University. He is the author
of Friendship: The Key to Spiritual
Growth.)

By Fr. John W. Crossin, OSFS

How does God come to us? God
comes in the ordinary events and people
of our lives.

God comes to us in varied ways
throughout our lives.

Many of us marvel at the outstanding
accomplishments of the late Mother
Teresa in Calcutta and throughout the
world. Her work for the poor was
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Yet, we normally find God closer to
home. We see God's love in:

* A fricnd’s love for her aging father.

« A widow's gencrous service to the
sick,

* A parent’s patient love for a boister-
ous teen-ager.

Why don't we always notice God's
clear presence? L)

Perhaps because we are very busy,
and we tend to fill our hectic lives with
noise. No sooner do we enter a room
than we must turn on the television, the
radio or CD player. We must dial a
friend or check our e-mail.

Our daily habitual patterns of acting
and thinking may block a full perception
of God's presence,

- Silence is essential to listen for God.

Not long ago I experienced this listen-
ing in the silence of a week-long retreat.
But more often it is the silence of the
day’s available moments that enables us
10 hear,

In our occasional quiet limes, we can

Our dally habltual patterns of acting and thinking may block a full perception of God's presence.
Slience Is essentlal to listen for God.

pay more attention to the deeper reality
of God's presence. For a few minutes
while waiting in line, or before the next
meeting, or just before sunset, we can
“tune in"” to God's call,

God speaks to us in various ways.

A saint's ministry or the quiet exam-
ple of a friend may be God's way of
sending a message to us.

The inspired word of Scripture, the
Bible, is another clear way God speaks to
us. The totality of Scriplure—whether
Jesus' parables, the prophets’ exhorta-
tions or St. Paul's instructions—is God's
word given to us,

In personal meditation and in commu-
nal celebrations, we come to understand
the biblical word and apply it to our:
lives. Eventually the teaching of
Scripture forms our way of sceing the

Discussion Point

fully?

(Joyce Aylstock, Dayton, Ohio)

Texas)

Where would you say you encounter God most power-

“In the shelters for the homeless because there are a lot
of people there who believe in God and are asking for
help. There's a lof of despair and a lot of love of God
there too.” (Dee Willlams, Phoenix, Ariz.)

“Through my contacts with my spiritual director, an
older priest. | appreciate his wisdom and spirituality.”

“J sing in the choir, and that's where I fecl him most—
singing to the Lord." (Mary Lou Gonzales, Houston,

God's presence has many manifestations in life

By Fr, W. Thomas Faucher

One of the great temptations of all
religion is to limit God to what we want
God to be, We find an aspect of God, a
view of God, a part of God that pleases
us, and we only will believe in that part
of God. We want nothing but what suits
our particular taste, .

But God, and true theology, does not
limit God to our likes and dislikes, God
can be found and enjoyed in more ways
than all human imagination put together
can ever devise.

What's more, divinely planted in
human nature is the ability to seek and

We seek God in prayer and life

This Week’s Question

“[ believe in prayer as the best way to encounter God.”
(Kathleen Bracken, Brentwood, Pa.)

“Taking care of the street people. Then again, at the
Mass: This is where | meet Christ. And when I see
people kneel when 1 distribute the body of Christ, this
is an awesome moment.” (Julian Mrozla, Fargo, Ind.)

Lend Us Your Voice

discover God, and to be surprised over
and over again by God.

God created each human person to be
individual and special. Each one of us is
led to God in our own special and unique
ways.

Most of those ways leading to God
overlap, and some are universal, such as
the grace of God bestowed through the
Scriptures and enjoyed through the
sacraments, Our ability to find and
appreciate God's presence has many
manifestations,

Because all good things are made by
God and sustained by God, God can be
found in all good things. But “things"

An upcoming edition asks: Tell one way—one type of

situation—in which Christian hope sustains you.

20017-1100.

To respond for possible publication, write to Faith
Alive! at 3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washington, D.C.

are not God, And there are things which
some people may think contain the pres-
ence of God even though, in reality,
those things are not where God can be
found. ‘

If the experience brings love and true
freedom, then it is God who has been
found. Without God, there is no praise
and thanksgiving.

We know we can find God in the
Scriptures and the sacraments, but God
wants to be sought by us in many more
ways than these.

{Father Thomas Faucher is a priest of
the Diocese of Boise, Idaho, on assign-
ment in the Diocese of Baker, Ore.)
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Hcrod the Great conquered Jerusalem
in the year 38 B.C. He was lo rule
there until his death
in4 BC.

Herod is known
primarily for three
things: his utter ruth-
lessness, his dys-
functional family,
and his role as
great builder. The

ruthlessness extend-
¢d to his own family. He exccuted one of
his 10 wives, three of his children and a
mother-in-law.

If ever there was an argument against
polygamy, Herod was it. At one point,
he had nine wives at the same time, all

promote the interests of their children.
He married off many of these children to
other members of his family—brothers,
nephews and nieces. Members of
Herod's family changed partners in vio-
lation of Jewish law. His granddaughter
Herodias matried Herod's son Philip but
left him for another son, Antipas, the
tetrarch of Galilee. This was one of the
things that John the Baptist denounced
and that led to John's death,

Historians say that Herod's great love
was for his wife Miriam, his sccond
wife. He married her because she was
from the Hasmonean family and he
thought that doing so would make him
more popular among the Jews. It didn't
work. Many of Herod's marriages were
for political purposes.

1f Miriam ever loved Herod it ended
when she learned that he had left orders
that, if he should happen to be killed in
battle, Miriam was to be killed so she
couldn’t marry someone else. From then
on, she tormented Herod until he
couldn't stand it any longer. He charged
her with adultery. She was found guilty
and executed. Later he also had

From the Editor Emeritus/john E Fink

Herod the Great of history

plotting over their positions and trying to”

 built two palaces on Masada, although

Miriam’s mother, Alexandra, and his
sons by Miriam executed.

Another son, Antipater, tried to poi-
son his father with the connivance of
another of Herod's wives, called
Miriam 11. When the plot was discov-
ered, Herod divorced Miriam and had
Antipater executed—five days before
Herod himself dicd.

Herod is also, of course, the one who
is known for the massacre of the Holy
Innocents, according to the Gospel of
Matthew. Did this really happen? There
is no mention of this crime anywhere
clse, including the writings of the 3
Hasmonean historian Josephus Flavius,
who delighted in listing Herod's crimes.
Whether historical or only in the realm
of belief, the crime was certainly some-
thing Herod was capable of doing.

But then there was also Herod the
builder, During his 35-year reign, Herod
built an amazing number of buildings and
cities, He built the city of Caesarea in
honor of Augustus Caesar, along with its
vast man-made harbor. Cacsarea was 10
be the capital of Palestine for 648 years.
It had all the amenities of the time—the-
ater, amphitheater, public baths, Herod's
palace built of white marble, wide streets
decorated with mosaics. Today, the
ancient city continues to be excavated, It
was simply a magnificent city.

Herod built his summer palace near
Bethlehem, high onan artificial hill
known today as the Herodion. His winter
palace was near Jericho, an immense
building on both sides of a wadi, He

he never stayed in them. And, of course,
he completely changed the looks of
Jerusalem. His palace there dominated
the upper city, and the Antonia Fortress
was remodeled.

Herod's greatest building achieve-
ment, though, was undoubtedly the
rebuilding of the Jewish Temple. T

Matters Liturgical/Sherie Berg

The Feast of Sunday

What is the greatest feast day of the

church year? Think, now. It's a trick ques-

— _ tion. Christmas?
Easter? Pentecost?
The really knowledge-
able might say
Triduum (Holy
Thursday, Good
Friday, Easter), which
*at least covers more
ground. All good
answers, but not the
correct one.

The greatest feast of the church, our
primary celebration, is Sunday. Every
Sunday. Fifty-two Sundays a year. Year
in, year out. The Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time, The Fourth Sunday of
Lent. Christ the King. Every Sunday.

The earliest Christians gathered on
Sunday to break bread together in memory
of Jesus. They chose Sunday—a work day—
because it was the day of the Resurrection.
And they called it the Lord's Day, or the
First Day of the New Creation, or the Eighth
Day, Each time they gathered, they remem-
bered the Lord and all he had taught them.

Early in the church's development a
debate arose over whether any specialSun-
day should be set aside in remembrmix of
the Resurrection. While there was disagree-
ment over the issue, it did come about that
one Sunday each year, Easter, was chosen.
Even with this special day, every Sunday
remained the Lord's Day, Resurrection Day,
a celebration of the Easter Mystery.

As time progressed, other aspects of the
story of salvation also came 10 be com-
memorated on particular days, or scasons.
Thus came Lent, Christmas, saints' feast

days and so forth. But always, in theory at
least, the primary celebration of the church,
the commemoration of the whole Paschal
Mystery, remained Sunday. Over time, the

* church’s calendar was filled with special

days and seasons. Local or favorite saints’
days, Marian holydays, days honoring par-
ticular truths of the faith often usurped the
primacy of the Lord's Day. In the revision
of the liturgical calendar following the
Second Vatican Council, the church
reminded us again of the primacy of Sun-
day. “Sunday must be ranked as the first
holy day of all. Because of its special
importance, the Sunday celebration gives
way only to solemnities or feasts of the
Lord.” (“Norms Governing Liturgical
Calendars,” #4-5)

Do our actions show that we really
belicve every Sunday is “the first holyday of
all™? That every Sunday is a celebration of
Easter and Christmas and Good Friday and
Holy Thursday? Or is it more likely that we
pull out all the stops only for the “big" feasts
and let Sunday by Sunday take care of itself?
Don't we let the great green stretch of
Sundays become humdrum, boring, ordi-
nary? Next time you are tempted to do o,
try to remember that Sunday is our great
feast—that every Sunday we are celebrating
the whole of the Paschal Mystery—that

Jesus Christ was bom of a woman, took the

same flesh we have, that he suffered died
and was buried, that he rose again to give us
ctemal life. All that celebration for just an
ordinary Sunday. Awesome!

(Sherie Berg is associate director for litur-

gical formation with the archdiocesan
Office of Worship.)

Cornucopla/Cynthia Dewes

Don’t go near the water

is, when they weren't being locked
behind gates, handcuffed, threatened by
fire, or otherwise prevented from escap-
ing 1o the upper decks. And when they
finally reached the top, well, you know
the rest.

All of which goes to prove that reality
is certainly stranger than fiction. And
scarier, We're deliciously petrified at
the simulated horror that goes on in
movies like Scream, if we're dumb
enough to watch them. But the sinking
of the Titanic or the exploits of actual
serial killers like Jeffrey Dahmer leave
us genuinely terrificd at the sight of
humanity gone wrong.

Also, the common face of terror
seems to have changed in the years since
1912. Most people's fears were elemen-
1al then: fear of not having enough to
cal, of being out of work, of getting sick
or having an accident. There were no
Social Security checks or pensions, and
folks still died frequently from pneumo-
nia, in childbirth, or even from compli-
calions of childhood diseases.

Alihough drowning at sea was a legit-
imate fear in 1912, it was probably way
down the list Violent and unexpected
death was never uncommon, but the
means of it have changed.

Now we have threals to terrify us that
were almost unheard of in 1912: random
shootings, drug overdoses, violent mug-
gings and gang rape. Not to mention the
killing of innocents via abortion and the
genocide of the disabled and clderly in
cuthanasia, 7

An elderly lady we know recently
asked a mutual friend, *How do you
think I°ll die? By cancer? What?"

My friend was stunned by the ques- |
ion and hurriedly reassured the lady
that she was still healthy and vital and
shouldn't worry about all that.

We all harbor secret fears about
death. All I know is, 1'm not putting
out to sea on an ocean liner any time

. soon. T

Having a bad year so far, Binkie? Are
your problems so outrageous that they
make the stuff on
daytime TV look nor-
mal? Do people
avoid you on the
street or, when
accosted unawares,
do they fall all over
themselves to refrain
from asking, “How
are you?"

Well, if you think
you have it bad you haven’t seen the
new movie version of the Titanic!
Believe me, those people had problems!

Like being informed that their
wunsinkable” vessel would be five fath-
oms deep in approximately one hour, or
that there were fewer than half enough
lifeboats to go around. Like realizing
that social class, wealth, brains and mus-
cles would not help them save them-
selves or anyone else on the ship.

For those readers who have no knowl:
edge of history or who may have been
on another planet for the past 80 years,
the Titanic was a gigantic luxury ocean
liner that sank in 1912 during its maiden
voyage from England to the United
States, Although it was widely adver-
tised and believed to be “unsinkable," it
nevertheless hit an iceberg and sank
within a couple of hours, Only 500 of its
2,000 passengers survived.

Some of us who have no swimming
skills included in our portfolios know
that the fear of drowning is greater than
that of almost any other demise known
to (wo)man, including disembowelment,
electrocution by lightning, or diet sup-
plements. Therefore, many of us were
plastered against our theater seats in fear
and loathing as the agonizing terror of
Titanic unfolded on the screen.

For 45 minutes that scemed like hours
we watched characters we'd grown fond
of being engulfed by huge walls of sea-
water coursing down passageways, That

The Bottom Line/Antoinette Bosco

A ministry to women

spiritual concems,” says Goetz, “Our
focus is always o be in search of knowing
God better, establishing a stronger rela-
tionship with God."

 became familiar with the Carholic
Women's Network when Goetz called
me last year and asked me to write an
article on forgiveness for her publica-
tion. She sent me some sample copies,
and when I saw them 1 was more than
impressed.

There Is more to this ministry than
the newspaper. Each year Catholic
Women's Neiwork sponsors a gathering
of women who come together to savor a
menu of spirituality. About 20 percent
of those attending are not Catholic.
“These elements make us a ministry of
evangelization and ecumenism,” says
Goelz. Catholic Women's Network also
has funded a series of programs for
women in jail. Two of Goetz's colum-
nists are women serving life sentences in
prison.

Not everyone is pleased with the net-
work. Some, who mistrust a women's
ministry or view it as some kind of anti-
church radical feminism, have com-
plained to bishops about the use of the
word “Catholic” in the organization’s
name.

But as the network begins its 11th
year, Goetz looks back and says: “I'm
flabbergasted. It has evolved, with so
much positive response. | actually
couldn't have planned anything better to
help raise the consciousness of God's
involvement in our lives." {

Arlene Goetz never planned to starta
ministry for women or the bimonthly
newspaper Catholic
Women's Network.
But the California
mother of seven told
me that in 1987 she
and a number of
other women were
“struggling to find
our place in the
church.” Several of
them decided to hold
a meeting on the empowerment of
women. When an unexpected 100
women attended, a decision was made to
publish a report on what came out of
their meetings.

And thus was born the newspaper
Goetz calls “a forum for women 10 EXpress
their spirituality.” It is funded by ads and
subscriptions, and produced by Goetz,
savvy in desktop publishing.

Catholic Women's Network, which has
2 10,000-copy run, now is sent to sub-
scribers coast to coast and distributed frec
to many churches, libraries and bookstores
in the San Jose, Calif,, arca.

Though it has the reputation for being a
Catholic women's ministry, the newspaper
covers a range of themes such as prayer
and healing, the environment, money
issues and mysticism. The women's stories
in these issues are truly models of how we
can approach God,

“We are not out to be reactive against
the church, but to build something posi=
tive, as women share their wisdom and
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second Sunday In Ordinary Time/Msgr. Owen E Campion

The Sunday

Sunday, Jan. 18, 1998

e [saiah 62:1-5
e | Corinthians 12:4-11
e John 2:1-11

The third section of the Book of
Isaiah supplies the first reading this
weekend.

Typically for the
works in Isaiah, this
reading soars in its
majesty and expres-
sion. It speaks to a
downtrodden, miser-
able people, but it is
highly uplifting in its
promise that one day
the enemy will be
vanquished, and all will be right, calm
and just. God's people will triumph.

This reading describes how limited
and short-sighted the opinions of people
can be when times are difficult. Partly
causing this limitation is the fact that
human beings cannot see the future.

So, the reading scorns those who
taunted God's people and their land
with unfortunate names like “forsaken”
and “desolate.”

At the time, God's people certainly
were forsaken, at least in the estimate of
others. The land was desolate. The
exiles had returned from Babylon, but
upon their return they found no par-
adise. Life was difficult.

The temptation to doubt God's
promise of protection surcly was strong.
However, this prophecy reassured them.
God had not forgotten them. In their
faithfulness to God lay their key to a
better day.

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians is
the source of the second reading,

As were the Jews of long ago, the
first Christian Corinthians probably
were the victims of the scornful remarks
and actions of their neighbors. After all,
the very iden of one God was revolu-
tionary for almost all in the Roman
Empire, and certainly for those persons
who lived in Corinth.

Then, amazing also, was the fact that
for Christians the Lord-God was a cruci-
fied vagrant preacher convicted of trea-
son against the mighty emperor of
Rome. Finally, the rigid moral code of
the Christians, and their demand for
each to love all others, were seen as
nothing less than odd.

To this group of Christians, Paul
addressed this letter and another letter.
In this reading, the apostle called upon
Corinth's Christians themselves to work
for the salvation of all. Each person has

Plain Talk with God

What is a prayer?
A prayer is the most difficult task.

It is not an utterance of
attractive and impressive words.

A prayer is plain talk,
out of a loving and sincere heart,
full of meaning.

The simple words carry force,
enough to pierce

through the stony heart,

only to break it :

into a thousand pieces.

By Munawar Paul

(Munawar Paul is ;z nmnber of .
St. Michael Parish in Indianapolis.)

Readings

individual talent, he noted, but enliven-
“ing all is the Holy Spirit.

St, John's Gospel, and precisely its
magnificent story of the marriage feast
of Cana in Galilee, provides this week's
Gospel story.

Father Raymond E. Brown, an
American priest often called the greatest
authority on John in the church today,
has deep and compelling insights into
this story. More than simply a miracle
narrative, in Father Brown's view, the
story of the marriage feast of Cana
reveals the momentous occasion when
Jesus began the public ministry.

Strong connections link Cana with
the Last Supper and with Calvary. The
reading also is imposing in its reference
to Mary. It is a passage which should be
read and carcfully pondered.

Reflection

In the O1d Testament, and in the
world surrounding Jesus, wine had
almost a mystical quality. It represented
life itself.

Thus, in this story, the party not only
had exhausted its supply of wine, its
people generally thirsted for life. They
produced what they could. They had
water. Jesus alone produced the wine,
The Lord alone is the source of life.

This life is desperately sought, but
Jesus freely provides it, The voice of the
request is Mary, not only the Lord's
mother in the glory of that identity, not
only herself a caring guest, but the per-
fect, and always devoled, loyal disciple.

Mary also faithfully stood beneath
the cross. Her faith was powerful as the
public ministry began, and again it was
powerful as the public ministry cli-
maxed.

Eucharistic overtones are present in
the reading through the imagery of the
wine, ;

The first reading this week, from
Third Isaiah, sets the stage. We all are
limited, stumbling, unsure, unless we
are with God. However, with God all is
good and at rest. God will enable us to
overcome our human weaknesses and
guide us heavenward,

Jesus is the companion on our jour-
ney. He brings God lo us, and us to
God. He is life. Only in the Lord can we
find life.

Our task is to live as Jesus lived.
Such was the counsel of Paul,
Redemption is God's great merciful
plan. In our union with Christ, in our
Christian faith, in the Eucharist, we
share in this plan. We too call people lo
God—in the image of the Lord.

Daily Readings

Sunday, Jan. 18

Second Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Isatah 62:1-5

Psalm 96:1-3, 7-10

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

John 2:1-11

Monday, Jan. 19

1 Samuel 15:16-23

Psalm 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23
Marh 2:18-22

Tuesday, Jan. 20

Fabian, pope and martyr
Sebastian, martyr

1 Samuel 16:1-13

Psalim 89:20-22, 27-28

Marh 2:23-28

Wednesday, Jan. 21
Agnes, virgin and martyr

Question Corner/ Fr. John Dietzen

M o] T En) P TS 53 S L Y T3

1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51
Psalm 144:1-2, 9-10
Mark 3:1-6

Thursday, Jan. 22

Vincent, deacon and martyr
1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7
Psalm 56:2-3, 9-14

Mark 3:7-12

Friday, Jan. 23

1 Samuel 24:3-21
Psalm 57:2-4, 6, 11
Mark 3:13-19

Saturday, Jan, 24

Francis de Sales, bishop,
religious founder and doctor

2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-
27

Psalm 80:2-3, 5-7

Mark 3:20-21

Different editions of the
Bible vary in translation

It's been along

time since | was
in a Catholic book-
store. This Christmas
1 wanted to buy a
Bible for a sick
friend, and [ was
amazed at the number
of different editions.

We have several

Bibles in our home,
including the Jerusalem Bible, the New
English Bible and the New American
Bible. Even my cursory memory shows
there are differences, but they’re not that
great, Are there decper, more significant
differences? The essence seems to be the
same, (Indiana)

Whenever a work is translated from
one language to another, multiple
differences in wording are possible and all

may be quite acceptable,

This is particularly true of ancient doc-
uments. With languages long dead that
have no word separations, no quotation
marks or other punctuation marks, even
the experts often cannot be sure what an
expression meant (o people centuries ago.

Thus, it's not surprising to find an
array of Scripture translations, The varia-
tions result from many factors.

One is, of course, which ancient manu-
script of a biblical text is being used.
Good scholars differ, in some instances,
about the authenticity of one text over
another. And more texts still are being
discovered in our own lifetime.

Another, which I mention above, is
the precise meaning of a word with
which we are not familiar and which
pethaps is used only once or twice in
the sacred text, There's simply nothing
to hint at what it means.

Newly discovered ancient Near East
libraries help scholars greatly in this
part of the task, They may, for example,
discover in 3,000-year-old business
records clues to the meaning of a word
in the Scriptures that had previously
been a total puzzle.

Then there's the question of style and
readability of the translation. How does
one keep it true to the original texts and
still understandable to the average reader?

Of course, modem languages themselves
always are changing. What may have
sounded right to Americans in 1850 could
sound strange today, Some words in the

King James version of the Bible mean nearly
the opposite of what they meant when that
translation was made 400 years ago.

As you discovered, many modern
translations are available, and most of °
them are excellent. The New English
Bible was produced mainly by Protestant -
scholars; the other two you mention
appeared under Catholic auspices.

As far as careful translation is concemed,
however, scholarship in these ficlds has so
developed that one might say there is no ;
such thing as a Protestant or Catholic trans-
lation of Scripture. There may be good or
bad translations, but religious leanings are
generally no longer significant.

Denominational differences, when
they do arise, are found more in accom-
panying noles and interpretations than
in the texts themselves.

As you know, I'm sure, some Old
Testament books in the Catholic biblical
canon have been, until recently, omitted in
most “Protestant” Bibles, The reasons arc
much too involved to discuss here.

Finally, in an effort to reach a more
popular and young audience, some
Bibles (the Good News Bible is one)
tend to move away from a more literal
reading of the sources,

The Living Bible, which many find
an enjoyable and meaningful path into
the Scriptures, acknowledges in the
introduction that it is a “paraphrase™ of
the authentic Scripture texts, thus not an
actual translation.

How did we come to celebrate Dec. 25
as the anniversary of Jesus® birth?

ASlmnge as it seems, we have no idea
of the date of Christ’s birth, The
Gospels are absolutely no help on that.

Numerous theories have been put for-
ward through the last 2,000 years to
explain Dec. 25 as Christmas Day. The
most likely one, however, and the one
most generally accepted by scholars now,
is that the birth of Christ was assigned to
the date of the winter solstice,

This date is Dec. 21 in our calendar, but
was Dec. 25 in the Julian calendar which
predated our own, and Jan. 6 in the Egyptian
calendar. This latter date is still followed by
some Eastern-Rite Christian churches. T

(Questions for this column should be
sent to Father John Dietzen, Holy
Trinity Church, 704 N. Main St
Bloomington, 1ll. 61701.)
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The Criterion welcomes annourncements for “The Active
List" of parish and church-related activities open to the
public. Please keep them brief, listing event, sponsor, date,

time and location. No announcements can be taken by tele-
phone. No pictures, please. Notices must be in our offices
by 10 a.m. on Monday of the week of publication. Hand
deliver or mail to: The Criterion, "The Active List," 1400
N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind,; 46200.

January 16-18

Terre Haute Deanery will hold
“[ Want to Live" retreat for all
high school youth. Cost:
§55.,00. For information, call
Janet Roth, 812-535-3391.

January 21

St Patrick Parish, Terre Haute,
1807 Poplar St., will hold a spe-
cial vigil service commemorals
ing the 25th anniversary of the
1973 Supreme Court decision
legalizing aboriion. Rosary lo
begin 6:15 p.m, Mass 7 p.m.
For information, call Rick
Mascari at 812-466-6807.

() L) L]

January 18

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish will
present renowned storyteller,
author and lecturer, John Shea,
His topic will be “Listening 1o the
Stories of the Spiritual Traditions
of the World,” beginning at 3
p.m. For information call Mike
Crawford at 317-842-5814.

* - L]

will meet for Mass, 11 a.m. al
S1. John Church with lunch fol-
lowing at Shapiro's.

January 22

St, Gabricl Parish, Indianapolis,
6000 W. 34th St., will hold a
candlelight prayer service dedi-
cated to the sacredness of
human life, 7 p.m. Twenty-five
young people will form a can-
dlelight procession representing
the 35 million children whose
lives have been terminated in
our country since abortion
became legal.

. o @

Little Sisters of the Poor and
residents of St. Augustine's
Home for the Aged,
Indianapolis, 2345 W. B6th St.,
will have Holy Hour, 4:15 p.m,,
to pray for vocations, 10 include
evening prayer, exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction, to be held in the
chapel of St. Augustine's
Home.

January 20

Fatima Retreat House, Indian-
apolis 5353 E. 56th 5t., will
present reflection day,
“Practicing Our Faith," 9 am.-
2 p.m., Cost: $20. For informa-
tion and registration call 317-
545.7681.

Roncalli Parents Organization

sion on the topic of drugs and
alcohol. Kay Schrader will pre-
sent the session to begin 7p.m.
in the media center at the
school, For information call,
317-788-4098.

will sponsor an information ses-

The Northside
K of C Club

PRESENTS

January 23

Little Flower Parish, Indian-
apolis, 13th & Bosart, will hold
Monte Carlo Night, 7 p.m.,
includes Black Jack, Poker,
Chuck-a-Luck with a food and
cash bar available, Cost: $5.00.

January 24

St. Joseph Parish, Indianapolis,
1375 S, Mickley Ave., will have
a Super Bowl bake sale follow-
ing 6 p.m, Mass.

. o @

Una Voce, Indianapolis to mect
at the Catholic Center, 1400 N,
Meridian St., Franciscan Room,
2:30-5 p.m. to discuss lempo-
rary cultural problems and reli-
gion, Featuring guest speaker,
Michael Matt, Editor, The

Catholic Widowed Organization  Remnant. For information, call

317-297-9212.

January 25

St. Joseph Parish, [ndianapolis,
1375 S. Mickley Ave., will have
a Super Bowl bake sale follow-
ing 8 and 11:30 a.m. Masses.

L]

st Jude Parish, Indianapolis,
5353 McFarland Rd., will host
an Ecumenical prayer service,

2 p.m. followed by a commu-
nity open house until 4 p.m. cel-
chrating Christian Unity Week
and the completion of thelr new
church.

January 26-February 2

The Office for Youth and
Family Ministries will present a
six week program, “Divorce
and Beyond,” 7:9 p.m., to be
held at the Catholic Center,
1400 N, Meridian St., Indian-
apolis. Cost: $25, registration is
required. For information and
registration, call 317-236-1586,

January 27

St. Christopher’s Singles &
Friends, Indianapolis, 5301 W.
16th St., will hold a Peer Faith
and Sharing Evening, 7 p.m., al
the church annex. For informa-

Super Bowl Party
Sunday Jan, 25, 1998
6:00 p.m. - PP
Foqd, Fun & Drinks

Bingo
weekly on:

Sunday
doors open: 4:30 p.m.
early birds: 6:00 p.m.
reg. games: 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday
doors open: 5:00 p.m.
early birds: 6:30 p.m.
reg. games: 7:00 p.m.

New Day!
Thursday

doors open: 5:00 p.m.
early birds: 6:30 p.m.
reg. games: 7:00 p.m

Join those who have joined the club!

tion call Andrew at 317-299-
9818,

January 29

West Deanery Recognition
Awards dinner will be held at
Cardinal Ritter High School, in
honor of the new Westside mon-
signors and recipients of the

Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice award.
Reception to begin 6:30 p.m, din-
ner begins 7 p.m. Cost: $25 per
person. For information and
reservations, call 317-927-7825,

Recurring

Daily

Members of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College Art Gallery,
Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods, will
present an exhibition of Jan
Tenenbaum's primitive print-
making technigues entitled
“Sources.” For information call
812-535-5212

. o @

Saint Mary of the Woods
College faculty will display
their works during the 1998
Faculty Ant Exhibition in room
132 of Hulman Hall. Opening
celebration will be on Jan. 14
at 7 p.m. The gallery will be
open daily Mon.-Thurs. and
from noon 1o 4 p.m, on
Sunday, Information: 812-
535-5137.

. & @

St. Patrick Parish, Indianapolis,
will hold a Tridentine Low
Mass (Latin), 8:00 a.m.

Weekly

Sundays

51, Patrick Parish, Indianapolis,
will hold a Tridentine High
Mass (Latin), 1:30 p.m.

L] . *

51, Anthony of Padua Parish,
Clarksville will offer “Be Not
Afraid Family Hours," topic
“Healing through Consecra-
tion,” presented every Sunday,
6-7 p.m. For information, call
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Bob or Phyllis Burkholder B12-
246-2252.

Tuesdays

Our Lady of the Greenwood
Marian Prayer group will meet,
7-8 p.m. in the chapel to pray
the rosary and Chaplet of
Divine Mercy. |

L] . .

S1. Luke Parish, Indianapolis,
Single Adulls Group will meet
in the parish reception room,
7:30-8:30 p.m. For information,
call 317-299-9545

. L .

St. Joseph Parish, Sellersburg,
2605 St. Joe Rd. West,
Shepherds of Christ
Associates will pray for
pricsts and religious, the
rosary, the litanies to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Immaculate Heart of Mary,
and Chaplet of Divine Mercy
following 7 p.m. Mass.

. . -

Holy Name Parish, Beech Grove,

89 N. 17th St., will hold Marian
prayer group, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

“Wednesdays at the Woods™ for

prospective students at Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College,
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. For
information, call 812-535-5106
or 800-926-SMWC.

Thursdays

St. Lawrence Parish, Indian-
apolis, will have adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament in the
chapel, 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mass.

. * .

St. Mary Parish, New Albany,
Shepherds of Christ Associales
will gather, 7 p.m. to pray for
yocations to the priesthood and

religious life and lives centered
in consecration to Jesus and
Mary.

L] + .

St. Francis Hospital & Health
Centers will offer Caterpillar
Kids, a bereavement support
group for children ages 5-12,
1o meet, January 29-March 5,
4.5:30 p.m. at Christ United
Methodist Church, 8540 U.S.
11 S. Cost: Frec. Space is lim-
ited so call early. For informa-
tion, call 317-865-2092.

Fridays

St Susanna Parish, Plainfield,
1210 E. Main, will hold adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament,
8a.m.-7 pm.

L] L] L]

§t, Lawrence Parish, Indian-
apolis, will have adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament in the
chapel, 7 2.m.-5:30 p.m. Mass.
Benediction before Mass.

L L4

A pro-life rosary will be prayed
every Friday, 10 a.m. in front of
Affiliated Women's Services,
Inc., 2215 Distributors Dr.,
Indianapolis,

Saturdays

A pro-life rosary will be prayed
every Saturday, 9:30 a.m. in
front of the Clinic for Women,
E. 38th St. and Parker Ave.,
Indianapolis.

Monthly

Third Mondays

Young Widowed Group, spon-
sored by the archdiocesan
Family Life Office will meet at
St, Matthew Parish, 4100 E.
56th St, Indianapolis, 7:30 p.m.

—S00 ACTIVE LIST, page 21

7

The Village Dove |

Religlous Goods and Books
First Communion Dresses

Prices good through Feb. 14th

Save 30%

on All In-Stock
Dresses

Save 20%

on Selected Veils

First Communion catalog
avallable upon request

722 E. 65th 5t.

11525 Lantem Rd.
Fishers IN I
317-845-5487

7007 8.U.8. 31
IN

ndianapolis
317-881-6200
R

For Information Call Brad Elson

317-253-2913

Northside K of C Club
2100 E. 715l Street, Indianapolis, Indiana
317-263-3471

License #97B00000014-01

. LITTLE FLOWER
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
LIC. #98CH74636108-01

DON

Little Flower Parish

‘TM

(13th & Bosart, Indpls.)

MONTE CARLO
FRIDAY, JANUARY 23rd
Starts 7:00 pm — in the Cafeteria
ADMISSION - $5.00 per person
+ Black Jack
+* Poker
4 Chuck-a-Luck

Food & Cash Bar will be Available
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Calvary Cemetery Chapel,
Indianapolis, 435 W. Troy Ave.,
Mass, 2 p.m.

will meet, 7-9;30 p.m. at the . o @

mation, call 317-236-1586. O'Meara Catholic Center, 1400
N. Meridian St., Indianapolis.
Third Wednesdays Information; 317-887.9388.

Catholic Widowed Organization L e i

Lhe Active List, continged from page 20

Child care available. For infor-
Our Lady of Peace Cemetery
and Mausolcum, Indianapolis,
9001 N. Haverstick Rd., Mass,
2p.m.

PICTURE FRAMING & PRINT GALLERIES

Gheck us out for
Great decorating Seas!

DOWNTOWN
612 N, Delaware Street
636-5040

CARMEL
146th & Mendian Street.
843.2030

NORTH
861h & Ditch Road
872:0900

NORTHEAST FISHERS
62nd & Allisonville Road 116th & Allisonville Road
849.7760

255.8282

Third Thursdays

Sacred Heart Parish, Indian-
apolis, 1530 Union St., Family
Rosary Night, 7 p.m.

Third Saturdays

The archdiocesan Pro-Life
Office and St. Andrew Parish,
Indianapolis, 3922 E. 38th 5t,,
will have n Mass for Life, 8:30
am.,, followed by a prayerful
walk to the abortion clinic at
2951 E. 38th St. to pray the
rosary, returning to St, Andrew
for the Benediction.

Bingos

TUESDAY: K of C Council
437, 1305 N. Delaware, 11
a.m.; St. Michael, 6 p.m.; St.
Malachy, Brownsburg, 5:30
p.m.; Msgr. Sheridan K of C
Council 6138, Johnson Co,,
6:15 p.m.; St. Pius X K of C
Council 3433, 6 p.m.;

K of C, 1040 N, Post Rd., 9

a.m.-noon. WEDNESDAY: St.

Anthony, 6:30 pm,; Kof C
Council 437, 1305 N.
Delaware, 5:45 p.m.; St. Roch
Parish, St. Roch School, 3603
S. Meridian, 6:00 p.m.

THURSDAY: Msgr. Downey
K of C Council 3660, 5:30
p.m.; Holy Family K of C,
American Legion Post 500,
1926 Georgetown Rd., 6:30
p.m.; FRIDAY: St.
Christopher, Indianapolis, 6:30
p.m.; Holy Name, Beech
Grove, 5:30 p.m. SATUR-
DAY: K of C Council 437,
1305 N. Delaware, 4:30 p.m.
SUNDAY: St. Ambrose,
Seymour, 4 p.m.; Ritter High
School, 6 p.m.; Msgr. Sheridan
K of C Council 6138, Johnson
Co., first Sunday of each
month, 1;15 p.m.

Quallt

ROOFING, INc.

FULL SERVICE ROOFING CONTRACT! OR
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

NO SUB-CONTRACTORS

MIMBLR
APARI
Free A SME%N @ k%’twce.r
Esnm.ﬂws OF INDIANA, INC 2

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

LICENSED BONDED INSURED

[1-888-675-7900_CALL TODAY! 317-849-085 |

ASK ABOUT QUALITY ROOFINGS UNEQUALED GUARANTEE

OFTEN IMITATED BUT NEVER DUPLICATED!

FREE

n.ﬁ,%m Thousands of Samples * Competitive Prices , gstion

Made-to-Measure:

Shutters * Vertical Blinds

*  Mini Blinds * Wood Blinds
Cellular and Pleated Shades

2" Wood Blinds — Lifetime Warranty
30” x 60” MSRP $187.00
Starting at $99.11 each Installed

1” Mini Blinds — Lifetime Warranty
32" x 60" Spring Tempered, Heat-Treated
and with Dust Shield MSRP $80.00;
Starting at $40.00 each Installed

Indianapolis Terre Haule 5 Call Todey!
317-207-8050  812-466-2939 Bhl;g'l‘gg.glmors
Presenting the

Christian Music Skate Night

every.Saturday night* from 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
*subject fo change without notice
Admission: $4 all ages * Skate rental; $2 * Roller blade rental: $3

come fo our clean, fun, friendly & safe
family night filled with games, prizes & fun

Value Packages Avallable:
#1-Hot Dog & Small Drink for $2 per person
#2-Pizza & Small Drink for $2 per person  ¥3-Nachos & Small Drink for $2 per person
At United Skates of America * Sponsored by LOVE 98
3902 Glenarm Rd., Indianapolis, IN ¢ 317-291-6795

Love 49 WXIR 983 FM
Vi on ke Heart unrreD SKATESSY

Amy Greer Merrill

Cathedral High School
Class of 1990

Memphis State University
B.A., 1994

Northeastern University
M.S., 1995

Credit Analyst
Salomon North America

Since graduating from Cathedral, I have become increasingly aware
that my high school experience was very different from the normal
experience. I did not have a choice about where I would go to high
school. My parents had studied all of the options available in
Indianapolis and made it clear to me that Cathedral was the only place
where my academic, spiritual, athletic, and personal potential could be
developed to its fullest extent. I am now grateful for the decision that
was made, and I only hope that I live up to the expectations that
Cathedral holds for her students. My observation has been that most
people are unable to relate to the idea that their high school is part of
who they are as adults. They are unable to say that their high school
experiences positively shaped the persons that they are today.

My experience at Cathedral was one of a scholar-athlete. The training
that I received at Cathedral supported my ability to excel in the class-
room and on the playing field and was an indication of my future. The
support I received from the coaching staff of each team and the faculty
and administration along with the enthusiasm of the student body
made it possible for the many successes that 1 and my classmates
enjoyed. 1 was taught balance, self-discipline, and teamwork, I was
taught that no individual was greater than the team as a whole. I was
expected to always strive for my best effort in every aspect of my stu-
dent life. These ideals, often associated with the playing field, were
expected of every student at Cathedral. As a result of my success at
Cathedral, 1 received many awards and continued a successful scholar-
athlete career at the collegiate level. Through my experience now in the
work force, I have come to realize these ideals are the driving force
behind success in life.

I had the opportunity to be inyolved in another high school environ-
ment when I was asked a few years ago to coach volleyball. I went into
the experience with the expectation that it would be like the experi-
ence that I had at Cathedral, Needless to say, I was disappointed. I was
shocked that the students did not take pride in who they were or the
school that they represented. There were no pep rallies, no crowds
gathering at the games, no support from their faculty or fellow stu-
dents. As a coach, I tried to instill in them what I had experienced, but
it is not something that is easily expressed in a few words; these values
are even more difficult to share when there is no support for the ideals
you are trying to teach,

Being exposed to that situation has made me realize that there really is
nothing like Cathedral High School. Nothing will ever compare to the
education that 1 received and the pride that I learned to take in myself
and others. The ideals that are promoted in each student are unique to
the Cathedral experience. Without being part of that experience, shar-
ing or understanding the lifelong influence Cathedral has on all who
walk through her doors is difficult.

CATHEDRAL HIGH SCHOOL

5225 E. 56th STREET » INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46226 - 542-1481
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New document places evangelism at heart of catechetics

By Joseph M. Kappel

First In & series of five anticles on the General Catechetical Directory

In 1971, Pope Paul VI promulgated the General

Catechetical Directory. It was the first of several major cate-
chetical documents that ultimately set
the dircction for catechetics for the next
several decades. In the nearly 30 years
since the promulgation of this directory,
several events, such as the 1977 synod
of bishops, and numerous documents
(The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 12 encycli:
cals of Pope John Paul 11 and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church) have
changed the face of catechetics,

[Catechetics is the field of religious education in which
the doctrinal and moral principles of faith are tpught)

The publication of the catechism, along with these
developments and documents, has necessitated a revision
of the General Catechetical Directory, which was pub-
lished last August by the Congregation of the Clergy.

The introduction to this document examines the con-
temporary world in which the Gospel is preached. It uses
the images of a sower (Jesus Christ) and the seed (the
Word of God) from Mt 4:3-8, pointing out that the condi-
tion of the soil onto which the seed falls varies greatly.
Some of the factors influencing the catechetical “soil,”
include human rights violations, science and technology,
lifestyles that erode the identity and values proper to
human beings, moral factors, religious indifference, athe-
ism, secularism, religious sects and movements, the
revival of fundamentalism and ethical relativism.

Many positive aspects, however, demonstrate the vital-
ity of catechetics, including the great number of cale-
chists—priests, religious and laity—who devote
themselves with enthusiasm to catechesis; the missionary

character of catechesis and its ability to secure adherence
to the faith on the part of catechumens and others to be
catechized; the expanding role of adult catechesis; and the
quality and depth of catechetical thought.

The directory also mentions several problems, includ-
ing the reality that some catechists do not yet have a full
understanding of catechesis as.an apprenticeship in
Christian life; a lack of understanding that “Tradition”
should be as influential as “Revelation” as an inspiration
for catechesis; an overemphasis of the humanity of Christ;
certain doctrinal gaps; a link between catechetics and the
liturgy that is too weak and fragmentary; and a dualistic
approach that often pits content against method.

The most striking difference between the new direc-
tory and the old one is its emphasis on evangelization.
The new directory sees evangelization as the overarch-
ing activity under which fall all of the other ministries
of the word. The new directory places evangelization
clearly at the heart of catechetics.

The last two chapters of this part of the directory
examine catechesis and its relationship to the other ele-
ments of evangelization. The documents understand
catechesis as lifelong and that it is one of the moments
in the process of evangelization.

The document also places emphasis on the catechesis
of adults, calling it the chief form of catechesis, with all
other forms oriented to it.

The ultimate aim of catechesis, the directory says, is
communion with Jesus Christ. Just as our communica-
tion with others deepens and develops, 50, 100, does our
relationship with Jesus.

Previous U.S, documents on catechetics (Sharing the
Light of Faith and To Teach as Jesus Did) look at the tasks
of catechesis as that of sharing and fostering community,
proclaiming the message, leading the catechized to wor-
ship and prayer and molivating individuals to service. The
new directory expands the tasks o include: promoting
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Leppert & Hurt Mortuary has always held the
family up as the strength of the traditional
Catholic funeral, a tradition that celebrates
the passing of loved ones with an honored
place in every family - past and present.

LEPPERT & HURT

Mortuary/Grematory

740 East 86th Street # Indianapolis, IN 46240
BA4-3966

The first-ever full-length video feature
presenting the comprehensive medical, forensic and
historical details of the Passion of Jesus Christ.

HOW JESUS DIED:
The Final 18 Hours

A professionatly produced fes
ture kength videa, HOW JESUS
DIED: THEFINAL 18 HOURS
in 8 compechensive presentaton
of every densll of Jesus's final
henar, from His entry into
Jerusalem for the Last Supper,
theough His prayerful sgony in
the Garden of Osth Ha

e

HOW

knowledge of the faith and the liturgy, forming individuals
morally, and teaching the catechized to pray.

The directory clearly builds on the wisdom of the
church’s past, while calling us to examine and build on
that past so that catechesis becomes even more central to
the evangelizing mission of the church. t

(Joseph M. Kappel is associate executive director of Cath-
olic Education for religious education for the archdiocese.)

Pilgrimage planned

for Vatican treasures

exhibit, Ohio shrine

As part of the archdiocesan-wide Journey of Hope
2001 celebration, Msgr. Joseph F. Schaedel, vicar gen-
cral of the archdiocese, will lead a pilgrimage in March
10 the Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation in Carey,
Ohio, and the Vatican Treasures Exhibition at the
Cleveland Museum of Art in Cleveland, Ohio.

The pilgrims will depart from Indianapolis on Friday,
March 27. The trip includes an overnight stay in Cleveland
that night, with a return to Indianapolis the next day.

Space is limited for the pilgrimage, but registrations
will be taken until Feb, 1. For registration information, call
Carolyn Noone, archdiocesan associate director for special
events, at 317-236-1428, or 800-382-9836, ext. 1428, (See
page 3 for a registration form.)

Cosl for the pilgrimage is $229 per person (double
occupancy) or $279 (single occupancy). The cost
includes all meals on both days, transportation,
overnight accommodations at the Renaissance
Cleveland Hotel, and all entrance fees.

Mass will be celebrated both days, and Marian devo-
tions will be offered.

Msgr. Schaedel led a one-day pilgrimage to Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods last year, as well as a 10-day pilgrim-
age to shrines in Italy. Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein
led a pilgrimage to shrines of southern Europe in 1996. t
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The symbol shows the giving and receiving hands.
The hand of Christ gives to the world. The hand of
the Vincentian receives the gift and in turn gives to
the waiting hand of the poor. Memorial donations
enable us to fulfill the meaning of the symbol.

Ask Your Funeral Director or Wrile:
SVDP Society * Box 19133 + Indianapolis, IN 46219




For Information about rates for classified advertising, call (317) 236-1572.

Positions Available

Coordinator of Youth Ministry

We are looking for a vibrant, faith-filled individual interested in
the spirituality and growth of youth in our parish.

St. Michael's Catholic Community is a mid-size parish in the
Indianapolis Archdiocese. In this full-time position you will be
supported and encouraged while responsible for a ministry serv-
ing grades 7-12,

Preferred qualifications include a bachélor's degree or related
experience in Youth Ministry and completion of, or willingness
to complete, Youth Ministry Certificate Program. Send résumé
1o Ray Bruck c/o 5t, Michael's Catholic Community, 519
Jefferson Blvd., Greenfield, IN 46140,

Baker/Line Server
Bishop Chatard High School is seeking a baker/line
server Lo work on the cafeteria serving line daily and do
light baking three times per week. The hours for this
position are MWF 8-1:15 and T-Th 9:45-1:15.
If you are interested in this position, please stop by lhe
Catholic Center at 1400 N, Meridian Street,
Indianapolis, to fill out an application or call Brenda
Henry at Bishop Chatard High School, 254-3644, for
more information,

Substitute Teachers

Bishop Chatard High School has immedi-
ate openings for substitute teachers.
Preferred candidates will have a college
degree and previous high school teaching
experience. Please contact Gayle Kaster at
317-264-5433 if interested. )

Religion Teacher
Bishop Chatard High School has an imme-
diate opening for a part-time religion
teacher. Preferred candidates will be prac-
ticing Catholics with a degree in theology
and high school teaching experience.
Please call 317-264-5433 if interested.

Pastoral Associate

S1. Paul Catholic Center in Bloomington, IN is seeking a pas-
toral associate to share in pastoral care, participate in minister-
ial life, and exercise pastoral leadership through collaboration
in and support of the local and universal mission of the
Church. Major responsibilities and activities will be in the
areas of spiritual life, administration, social concerns, faith for-
mation, family life, and campus outreach.

All candidates must posssess a master's degree in theological
studies or comparable pastoral degree and have at least three
years of direct or related pastoral experience, Other require-
ments include prior participation in current training program
for coordinators of the Order of Christian Initiation for Adults,
experience in campus and young adult ministry, and must be a
practicing Roman Catholic in good standing with the Church.

We offer competitive compensation and excellent benefits,
including health insurance and a pension plan, Please send
cover letter, résumé, and salary history, in confidence, to: Ed
Isakson, Director of Human Resources, The Archdiocese of
Indianapolis, P.O, Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 46206,

Teacher and Teacher Aides

NE side, private accredited school.
Excellent compensation including benefits.
Seeking pre-K teachers that want a career
not just a job. Please call 317-545-2323.

Contributing Editor

for The Catholic Moment, weekly newspaper of the
Catholic church in north central Indiana. Writing,
editing skills, page layout and graphics. QuarkXpress,
Photoshop. Experience preferred. Will train college
grad with relevant degree. Write Editor, P.O. Box
1603, Lafayette, IN 47902, Please include a cover let-
ter with your résumé.

Tax Service

INCOME TAX preparation by a
former IRS agent. Prepares all
returns - very reasonable. Call
317-877-3410.

LATIN MASS every Sunday at
1:30 p.m. and daily at 8:00 a.m.
at St. Patrick Church, 950
Prospect 5t., Indpls.

SPEEDWAY: senlor or profes-
slonal. 1/2 double, 16th &
Gerrard Ave. 4 rooms, A/C,
1 BR, dining room, living room,
new kitchen, completely
reamodeled, full basement,
Walk to church, bank and gro-
cery. Bus at door. No pets.
$575/month. 317-328-2881.

Novena

THANK YOU St. Jude and
Sacred Hearl for prayers
answered. =K. T.

THANKS JESUS, Blessed
Mother, St. Ann, St. Joseph for
prayers answered. -0.J.8

THANKS 8T. Jude, Padre Plo,
Mother Teresa for prayers
answered, -0.J.8.

WINTER RENTAL Panama City
Beach, Florida. Three bedroom,
completely furnished beach
house. Two-minute walk to
beach. Call 812-364-4753.

2 BDRM., 1 bath, A/C, full
basement, big fenced yard,
washer & dryer included. $600
a month. 5754 E. Rawles Ave.
Call 317-322-0314.

FLORIDA, NEW Smyrna
Beach. Ocean front condo.
Completely furnished 2 bdrm.,
2 baths, tennis and pools.
Enjoy Disney, Epcot and the
beach, too. 904-427-56376.

FURNISHED APT. utilities pd.
Single person, prefer elderly.
Must have good ref, $100/wk.
plus $300 deposit, 317-784-
6919,

THANKS 8T, Jude for your
help and prayers answered.
-M.8.

THANK YOU Lord Jesus lor
watching over us and caring
for us. “C.AHALMH,

THANK YOU St. Jude for
prayers answered. -K.C.

CERTIFIED IN child care and
dietetics. Will take great care of
your children In my home.
Relerences, Beech Grove area.
Reasonable rates. 317-706-1408,

HOME HEALTH care, Christian,
loving woman take care ol elderty

CRYPT FOR 2 at Calvary
Mausoleum, bidg. 1, #1086 tier
C. Appraised at $8,400, nego-
tiable. Phone 317-828-0218,
Martin Radtke.

Needs Roommale

FEMALE, 38 yrs. Looking for
same fo share beautitul home
on south side. $350 mo.
includes utilities and sm. base-
ment storage. Call 317-278-

LARGE, CHURCH-theater

organ. Hammond Super-B,
MIDI, voice cards, draw bars,

3708 or 317-881-1692.

Leslie tone cabinet. Original
price $17,000. Never used,
Must sell to settle estate, Will

KELLY'S
GUTTER SERVICE

negotiate. Call after 6:00 p.m.
‘317-203-2427.

Home Repair

Gutier Cleaning * Free Estimaies
Minor Repalr
889-2085 or

5
365-0052 W
foll duty Firclighten

HOUSEHOLD HANDYMAN
Painting. Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling, Residentlal Roofing
All Types General Home Repalr
Dependable/Insured/Tamily Man

s 387-8955

Miscellaneous

08814990

In their homes, Rels. Tammy,
317-257-1696,

Sell Protection

DON'T BE

CATHOLIC CHOIR
OF INDIANAPOLIS
Traditional music
for your next celebration

New Senlor Living!
Downtown Skyline View

Historic buliding newty rencveted
* Ovet §1 milion ln improvements + All-new
appliances + Osk cabinets * Alr conditionsd
» Becurity slarms * Secured

CALL 317-216-5588

tourtyard/garden
aroa + Soclal activities « Ehutte srvics

Key Chain Sprayer
The world’s leading sell defense protector ~ up to B ft. Easy to use,
S'I 488

Incl. S&H
* lax

M/~ Jeffersonian

7 \\: Apartments
1

Quiet eastside community
adjacent to Holy Spirit Catholic
Church. Lovely 1 & 2 bed

Pepper ﬂ \R
Spray

A VICTIM

Contains up to 15 half-
second bursts that spray

non-lethal, Stops attack-

er for 172 hour, Personal
ck. or cr. card.

Alred’s
1-8O0-944- 1560
Daon't Deluy!

Position Available

+ 24-hr, smergency system

» Elevator ¢ Laundry facilities
GEORGETOWN WOODS
SENIOR APARTMENTS

HAMMANS ELECTRIC, INC,
~ Complete Electrical -
Instaliations, Service & Repalrs,

Licensed-Bonded-Insured.
Emergency Service,
Senior Citizens Discount.
317-351-3670

We Buy:

Guardianships,
Estates, Antiques,
Household, Tools
and much more.

Let us help you
liguidate.

J.B. at 317-783-9627.

Communications Associate

Part of three-person team responsible for external and
internal communications for the Sisters of St. Benedict,

Marian Heights Academy, and Kordes Enrichment Center
in Ferdinand, Indiana. Applicant should have bachelor's
degree in communications, journalism, marketing, or relat-
ed area (some experience preferred). Solid writing ability
is required; photography skills are a plus, No phone calls,
please. Send résumé to Karen Katafiasz, Director of
Communications, Sisters of St. Benedict, 802 E. 10th St.,
Ferdinand, IN 47532-9239 or fax 812-367-2313.

+ Parking avallable + On bus B
Call 317-464-2485

Business Opportunity

Would you like to
earn $600 - $1,000
oxtra per day?
Alr duct cleaning is ono

Position Available

Mature People Needed Nowl
Ao you looking for flexble, part-ime
hours in a position that makes a real dif-
ferenca in th ives of the sidery? We
provida non-madical companionship and
help In their homes. Cal loday, Home

Insisad Senlor Care, 3178736833,

($1.00 for each additional line or fraction thereof) Write your classified ad on this coupon
and send i 10 us with payment. This special rate applies to advertisement which are mailed in or brought in, but

nol to

phoned-in ads. This coupon DOES NOT APPLY to: ANY Business ads. The coupon is for use by individ-

uals ONLY, Advertisers may place ads at commercial rates by calling (317) 236-1572,

or Fax: (317) 236-1434. Classification: (for sale, for renl, elc.).

Write your ad below with ONE WORD PER SPACE, including the phone number you want in your ad.

Ad; (four words per line)

Deadline: Thursday, noon, 8 days in advance of Friday publication date.

Name

Address

Mail this coupon with payment to:
Classified Ads, The Criterion, P.O. 1717 Indianapolis, IN 46206-1717
Or charge my: QVISA OMasterCard

Card # Exp. Date
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Deadline: Tuesday,
January 20th

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF

[EDDINGE

S Free gifts to the first
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Many exciting free gifts and prizes including:

« $300 certificate for wedding photos from Creations by Pat Mack
e $150 certificate for imprinted wedding invitations courtesy The Village Dove
o $100 certificate for tux
o $100 certificate for flowers
¢ $100 certificate for limo
e $100 certificate for wedding dress
« $80 wedding nativity set (Fontanini) courtesy The Village Dove
« $60 Precious Moment figurine (couple lighting unity candle) courtesy The Village Dove
« $85 Thomas Kinkade print courtesy the Village Dove

— Drawing January 13, 1998 —
To be published in the February 6, 1998, issue of G0N

m——————— -

¥ el A
If you are planning your wed — Use this form to furnish information — Below is an example

ding or have had your wed-
ding between January 30 and of how your listing

July 31, 1998, we invite you
to submit the information for
an announcement on the

Clip and mall to: BRIDES, The Criterion, ATTN; Susan Etter, 1400 North Meridian, Indianapolis, IN 46202 : :

Deadline with photos: Tuesday, January 20, 1998, 10 a.m. will appea:i i
- The Criterion.

form to the right. \\

Photographs

You may send us a photo of the BRIDE First Middle Daytime Phone
bride-to-be, a picture of the cou- -

ple or a photo of the bride and Malling Address ‘ At Zip Code
groom. Please do not cut the
photograph. The photo must be
wallet-size and will be used as Bride’s Parents
space permits. Black & white
photos are preferred; we cannot
guarantce the reproduction
quality of a color photo. Please
put name(s) and return address BRIDEGROOM First Middle
on the back. Photos will be
returned if a stamped, sell-
addressed envelope is enclosed. Bridegroom's Parents

Deadline
All announcements with pholos City State
must be received by Tuesday,
anuary 20, 1998, 10 am. (No

Jphum? can i:c accepled lIl:(r e | EasE Dee Church Cily State

date). All announcements with- [0 Photo Enclosed

out photos must be received by (0 No Photo Signature ol person furnishing information  Relationship DIW

Please print or type:

City




