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Church and pro-life leaders at both national and state levels
say they have never been more unified against abortion

By Nancy Frazier 0'Brien

Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON—The effort to end
partial-birth abortions is not dead,
church and pro-life leaders agreed after
the U.S. Senate failed to override
President Clinton's veto of the
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act.

As Cardinal Anthony J. Bevilacqua
of Philadelphia and other religious lead-
ers prayed in the Senate gallery Sept.
26, the Senate voted 57-41 to override
the veto, That was nine votes short of
the two-thirds majority needed. Both
Indlana senators, Richard Lugarand
Dan Coats, voted to override.

“Contrary to what pro-abortion forces
may believe, we are not discouraged or
disheartened by what happened today,”
sald Father Frank Pavone, national
director of Priests for Life.

“It is not a black day for the pro-life
movement,” he added. “Indeed itis a
day of victory, For we have never been
as galvanized, as unified, and as ener-
gized as we are at this moment."”

In Indiana, a spokesman for the Indiana
Citizens for Life said that it will sponsor
legislation in the next session of the state
legislature to ban partial-birth abortions in
Indiana.

. A week before the Senate vote, the
House of Representatives had voted to
override the veto, 285-137. All Indiana
representatives voted to override.

The legislation vetoed by Clinton in
April would have banned a procedure
used in late-term abortions in which the
unborn child is partially delivered
before surgical scissors are stabbed into
the basé of the infant’s head. The child's
brain is then removed by suction, allow-
ing for easier delivery of the rest of the
body.

“No nation, no civilization that aban-
dons its moral foundations by legally
destroying its own children through such
a barbaric procedure can possibly sur-
vive,” said Cardinal Bevilacqua after the
vote.

The cardinal and other Catholics

 joined Protestant and Jewish leaders in a

prayer breakfast on Capitol Hill before
the vote.

He and seven other U.S, cardinals had
been part.of an unprecedented campaign
to override the Clinton veto. The effort
included an interfaith prayer rally Sept.
12 on the steps of the U.S. Capitol and a
postcard campaign to Congress urging
the veto override.

Four senators did change their position on
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act since the
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a blessing at the Vatican, will have surgery o
remove his appendix next week. several U.S. doctors, commenting on the upcoming opera-
\lon, say they see no speclal dangers In performing the surgery.
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ICC repeats its opposition
to capital punishment

ition to death penalty is based
d dignity of all human life

Statement says church oppos
on respect for the sanctity an

The Indiana Catholic Conference
(ICC) board of directors, which includes
the active Catholic bishops of the state,
is issuing a statement reflecting the
Catholic Church’s teaching on capital
punishment.

Titled “Choose Life: Catholic
Teaching and the Death Penalty,” the
policy statement will be distributed by
the ICC, according to ICC Exccutive
Director M. Desmond Ryan.

“Our concern for life extends across
the board,” Ryan said, “This life issue is
much in the news at the present lime,
and the 1CC board felt that it was impor-
tant that the church position on the death
penalty be very clear.”

Scheduled for release this weekend to
coincide with the church's national and
state Respect Life Sunday observances,
ihe statement affirms the consistency of
the church's opposition to the death
penalty.

“As believers in Jesus Christ and his
Gospel of Life,” the statement begins,

“(he Indiana Catholic Conference wishes
to reiterate and to strengthen its opposi-
tion to the imposition of the death penal-
ty as a punishment for capital offenses.”
The new ICC educational pamphlet
cites remarks on the Gospel of Life by
Pope John Paul Il published in
“Evangelium Vitae" in 1995 as well as an
excerpt from the U.S, Catholic bishops'
1980 stalement on capital punishment.
“We know of no evidence that the
death penalty has, in fact, deterred vio-
lence and crime in those states where it
has been restored,” the 1CC statement
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Seeliing the Face of the Lord

n Oct. 1 we pilgrims gathered

for Eucharist at the tomb of

St. Peter, in the crypt of St.

Peter's Basilica in Rome. We
prayed fora renewed love of the church .
and a commitment to prayer in the arch-
diocese. On Oct. 2 we gathered at the
tomb of St. Paul to pray for teachers and
lay ministers and a new spirit of evange-
lization in the archdiocese. In a word,
we prayed for the unity and spiritual
health of our archdiocese. Love, truth
and prayer are the best recipe 1 know for
the unity of our church family.

Many people have asked what I think
of Cardinal Bernardin's announced
uCommon Ground Project” and the state-
ment “Called to be Catholic: Church in a
Time of Peril,” which was produced by
the National Pastoral Life Center. (By the
way, I wrote to the cardinal to say we
would pray specially for him on our pil-
grimage.) The cardinal and a group of dis-
tinguished people want (o reconcile
polarized groups in the Catholic Church.
As one who worries about polarization 1
welcome any way in which charity, truth
and prayer seck the unity that is ours as
the Body of Christ. While the pheno-
menon of polarization is not new in our
church’s history, from the first contro-
versies of the Christian community in
Jerusalem to the present day, I agree that

That worries me.
Cardinal Bernardin has said that the focus
of his project is intended to be pastoral, not
doctrinal, In other words, he says, “We are
not trying to change the church's teaching
by some method of consensus or polling."
The pastoral matters which the statement
uCalled to be Catholic” suggests for discus-
sion are; changing roles of women, religious
education, parish liturgy, human sexuality,
the strain on the dwindling number of
priests, adequate formation for lay people,
the church in political life, and the responsi-
bility of theology to authoritative ecclesial
teaching. These are indeed pastoral issues
about which there is a lot of controversy.
So that the boundaries of the project for
reconciliation are clear, the cardinal states
that Scripture and tradition are the foun-
dational sources of church teaching and
therefore are the basis for the “common
und.” He also states that the statement
“Called to be Catholic” clearly calls for
accountability to the Catholic tradition
and rejects any approach that would
ignore the “living magisterium of the
church exercised by the bishops and the

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, 0.5.B.

‘The Common
Ground Project’

the divisivencss seems more hostile lately.

chair of Peter.” He also says that
because of the complexity of the issue,
the statement did not go into “dissent”
in the church.
Cardinal Bemardin also says that he
is pleased that the project has created
discussion. As I indicated above, I wel-
come help to address the hostile tone of
polarization in the church. I also have
some questions which 1 have hesitated
10 express, especially since Cardinal
Bernardin's illness is now terminal and
imminent. On the other hand, many of
you have asked for my perspective and [
have further thoughts.
My biggest question is this; How can
one separate good pastoral practice
and the doctrine of the church? It is like
rying to separate love and truth. I
understand that “Common Ground"
wanis to address a real pastoral prob-
lem, namely hostile disunity. 1 under-
stand that the process needs to be
pastoral in its attitude and its manner.
Yet if the controversy concerns teach-
ings of the church's magisterium, how
can doctrine be excluded? In my experi-
ence doctrine is a major issue.
1f doctrine is not excluded from the dis-
cussion, and the boundaries are as they
have been announced, I have a second
concern. Isn't there a danger that
“Common Ground" promises what it can-
not deliver to many of those who are
polarized on church matters? If authentic
church teaching cannot be negotiated in
compromise, | suggest some parties at the
discussion table are going to feel there has
been a mis-representation of the project
goal. Nor is it helpful that the project and
presenting statement do not pursue the
question of dissent in the church.
Finally, 1 am also very concerned that
a major facilitator of polarization in our
society has not been noted, namely the
public media, bath secular and religious.
Polarized controversy sells papers, news
programs and talk shows. The media.
have gone far beyond objective report-
ing as it apitates for and exacerbales
hostile polarization, especially in the
church. On this matter 1 speak from
experience. How ofen have you scen a
straight-forward presentation of news
about religion that is not accompanicd
by a negative spin? i
Truth spoken in love and nurtured in
prayer is the formula for seeking our
unity. In matters of faith, the boundaries
of Scripture and tradition monitored by
the magisterium are also necessary.

Seriieron
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Cardinal Bernardin
meets with pope

CASTEL GANDOLFO (CNS)—Chi-
cago Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin dis-
cussed his battle with cancer with Pope
John Paul 11 during a private meeting at

the pontiff's villa outside Rome.
The encounter Sept. 27 lasted about a

two weehs' advance, noticel
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half-hour, and the two discussed Cardinal
Bermnardin's health, his “spiritual journcy”
and the state of the Chicago Archdiocese.
The cardinal was in Rome for what
was described as a very personal week-
long visit. During a stop at North
American College, the U.S. seminary in
Rome, he said he was very happy 1o be
back in the city and hoped to retum in
November to join celebrations marking
the 50th anniversary of the pope's
priestly ordination.

- s gamm

Editorial Commentary/John E Fink, Editor

Supreme Court gets
assisted suicide cases

For some reason it seems appropriate
that the Supreme Court's 1996-97 term
will start Monday, the day after we
observe Respect Life Sunday. It was the
Supreme Court, of course, that was
responsible for the spread of abortion in
this country following its Roe vs. Wade
decision in 1973,

This year the court will be deciding
cases involving assisted suicide, another
issue from the “culture of death” that is
infecting our country. It will have at
Jcast one case over abortion clinic
“buffer zones” for protesters, but the
assisted suicide cases are more impor-
tant. The constitutionality of laws pro-
hibiting or permitting doctors 10 help
people kill themselves could be decided
this term.

One of the cases the Supreme Court

has been asked to take involves Dr. Jack

Kevorkian. He has asked the court to lift
an injunction on his efforts to help peo-
ple commit suicide, citing constitutional
protections of the right to privacy and to
equal protection under the law, Obvi-
ously, the injunction, imposed by the
state of Michigan, hasn't done much
good since he has continued to partici-
pate in assisted suicides (he has helped
kill at least 40 people now) despite the
injunction.

The state laws concerning assisted
suicide that the court is being asked to
review come from both sides of the
country. The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals invalidated the New York law
that prohibits doctors from helping

atients with terminal illnesses who
wish to kill themselves: At:the other end
of the country the 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals struck down Washington's
anti-suicide law and it is currently
reviewing Oregon's Death with Dignity
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says, “and, therefore, we do not believe
{hat the circumstances of our day pro-
vide sufficient moral justification for the
death penalty.”

Ryan said the ICC statement will help
pastors and educators clarify church
teachings on capital punishment,

Church opposition to the death penal-
ty is based on respect for the sanctity
and dignity of all human life, the state-
ment said, as well as the reality that cap-
ital punishment “fails to protect more
effectively than alternatives such as life
imprisonment without parole” and “it
does not restore the social order
reached by the offenders.”

Respect Life Sunday

events are set

The Archdiocesan Pro-Life Vesper
Service on Respect Life Sunday in
Indianapolis begins at 4 p.m. on Oct. 6 at
S8, Peter and Paul Cathedral.

Archbishop Danicl M. Buechlein will
preside at the ecumenical prayer service.
During the liturgy, he will commission

h and diocesan pro-life committee
members and present the Archbishop Ed-
ward T. O'Meara Respect Life Award to
Father Larry Crawford.

The r of St. Simon Parish in
Indianapolis will be honored for 14 years
of service as the former director of the
archdiocesan Office for Pro-Life
Activities,

The Central Indiana Life Chain in
downtown Indlanapolis precedes the pro-
life vesper service, The one-hour prayer
vigil begins at 2:30 p.m. along Meridian

/Slrul north from Ninth Street and east and

west on 38th Street.

Act, a voter referendum that would
allow physician-assisted suicide.

The court still has to decide how
many of these cases it will hear. If it
decides not to hear the cases, the
appeals courts' decisions will stand,
That would be bad news since the deci-
sions in the New York and Washington
cases are now in favor of permitting
assisted suicide by invalidating the laws
against it.

It's always dangerous to try t0 pucss
how the Supreme Court will decide but
it would seem likely that Chief Justice
william Rehnquist and Justices
Anthony Scalia and Clarence Thomas
would vote to continue the ban on
assisted suicide, Justice John Paul
stevens would assuredly agree with the
appeals courts, perhaps with the support
of Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and
Stephen Breyer. Itis felt that Justice
David Souter would base his conclusion
on what the American Medical
Association says, so he might vote
against assisted suicide. This would put
Justices Sandra Day O'Connor and
Anthony Kennedy in a familiar spot;
they could go either way.

‘As we observe Respect Life Sunday,
let's say some extra prayers that the
Supreme Court this term will come
down on the side of the culture of life.

ABORTION
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Senate first approved the legislation last
December on a 54-44 margin.

Democratic Sens. Sam Nunn of
Georgia and Patrick J. Leahy of
Vermont and Republican Sen. Arlen
Specter of Pennsylvania all had voted
against the legislation in December but
voted to override the veto Sept. 26, Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y., had
not voted in December but supported the
veto override Sept. 26.

In addition, Sen. Ben Nighthorse
Campbell, R-Colo,, had opposed the
legislation in December but said he now
backed the veto override, He was not
able to vote because he was hospitalized
after a motorcycle accident.

When it became clear that there were
not enough votes to override the veto,
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott of
Mississippi changed his “yes" vote to
“no" so that he would be able, under
Senate rules, to bring the issuc to a vote
again before adjournment,

Cardinal Bernard F, Law of Boston, chair-
man of the U.S. bishops® Secretariat for
Pro-Life Activities, pledged that the bishops
would “intensify our educational efforts until
there is no one left in this nation who does
not know what a partial-birth abortion is and
why it ought never to be allowed in any
humane society.”

Rep. Charles T. Canady, the Florida
Republican who was chicf sponsor of
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act, said
he would reintroduce the legislation next
year in the 105th Congress.

“with the groundwork that has been
Jaid, I am hopeful that we will be able to
pass this legislation next year and put a
stop to the atrocity of partial-birth abor-
tion once and for all,” he said.

In Indianapolis, Steven Ertelt, public
affairs director for Indiana Citizens for
Life, said, “On the positive side, the
failed congressional vote opens up a
window of opportunity to address par-
tial-birth abortion here [in Indiana].”

“We are thankful for the votes offered
by Senators Dick Lugar and Dan Coals
in favor of the ban,” Ertelt said. “Sadly,
many abortion advocalcs failed to listen
to the facts and to the overwhelming
majority of Americans who oppose par-
tial-birth abortion.”
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Role of laity to be section in

dral parish who later became president of

By John F. Fink

The changing role of the laity will be
described in one of the major sections in
the new history of the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis now in preparation. It is
anticipated that the history will be com-
pleted in 1998

Dr. Joseph E. White, an independent
historian who is a native of Indianapolis, is
responsible for the “Dimensions of Lay
Life” for the history. Noting that the
authors of other sections are addressing
aspects of Catholic life that touch the laity,
White said that he is “interested in the
common lay experiences in three broad
areas; worship and spirituality, lay organi-
zations, and architecture and art.”

The topical portion of the history will
study the period from 1878 to the present,

White attended Holy Cross and St.
Lawrence elementary schools and went
to high school at St. Meinrad Seminary.
He earned his bachelor’s degree at

Indiana University, his master’s at Butler
University, and his doctorate at the
University of Notre Dame, all in history.

He was a fellow at the Cushwa Center
for the Study of American Catholicism at
Notre Dame from 1981 to 1988 where he
worked on a project on seminary educa-
tion that resulted in the book “The
Diocesan Seminary in the United States.”

He is currently preparing a centennial
history of the Holy Name Province of the
Franciscan Order of Friars Minor, He is
author of a forthcoming book *Where
God's People Meet: A Guide to Signifi-
cant Religious Places in Indiana.”

In an interview at The Criterion, White
spoke about the special history of
eucharistic devotion in this archdiocese.
During a period of history when reception
of Communion was infrequent, he said,
Benedictine Fathér Bede Maler of St.
Meinrad promoted greater interest in the
Eucharist, introducing the Priests’
Eucharistic League from France into the
United States in the 1890s,

Bishop Joseph Chartrand promoted fre-
quent reception of Communion. He him-
self was known to spend mornings in the
chapel at the cathedral to distribute
Communion. He, in turn, influenced
Father John O'Hara, a native of the cathe-

$1.6 million addition dedicated at

St. Charles School, Bloomington

A $1.6 million addition to St. Charles
School in Bloomington was dedicated on
Sunday, Sept. 22.

Father Joseph Schaedel, archdiocesan
vicar general, officiated, Approximately
250 people attended the ceremony and
open house which followed.

Designed by architects Odle McGuire
and Shook Corp., the new construction
contains nine new classrooms,
administrative offices, and a multipur-
pose parish life center which serves as a
gymnasium and cafeteria during the
school day. The center also will house
other activities that meet the growing
needs of St. Charles Borromeo Parish.

The addition was completed by Weddle
Brothers Construction, which built the
original structure in 1957, in time for the
start of the 1996-97 school year.

The addition is being financed through a
15-year loan from the archdiocese 1o be
repaid from the interest of a $4-million
endowment of the parish. The endowment
was cstablished through the bequests of
parishioners and continues to grow cach
year through investments made through
ihe Catholic Community Foundation.

To complete the multipurpose parish
life center, expand the parking lot, and
repair the sewer system, preschool roof
and other facilitics, the parish began a cap-
ital campaign in May called *Rooted in
Faith, Challenged to Grow."” To date
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Father Charles Chessbrough, pastor of SL
Charles Borremeo Church n Bloomington,
blesses a cross crafted from a 130-year-old
wickery tree cul down to make room for the
school addition. The addition was dedicated
Sunday, SepL. 22.

approximately $560,000 has been pledged
to be paid over a three-ycar period.

St. Charles School has 475 students
currently enrolled in preschool through
eighth grade. By the year 2000, the
school is expected to have 530 students,
with two classes for each grade level.
Back in 1989, there were 185 students in
kindergarten through sixth grade.

Principal Virginia Suttner said, “We at
St. Charles have experienced unbelievable
growth over the past seven years. Much of
that is due to meeting the ever-changing
needs of families today while maintaining
our Christ-centered mission. As we
approach the third millennium, planning
for the future must continue to be centered
around the needs of our children.”

E—

Correction

A youth catechesis story in the
Religious Education Supplement pub-
lished in The Criterion on Sept. 20 fea-
tured the Life Teen program at St.
Louis Parish in Batesville. Franciscan
Father William Farris, pastor, and
parishioner Pete Mack implemented
the faith program for teen-agers inthe
parish two years ago, Their names
were omitted from the article. The
Criterion regrets the error.

the University of Notre Dame and, still
later, the cardinal archbishop of
Philadelphia. However, White said, he
isn't sure how influential Bishop
Chartrand was outside the cathedral,

archdiocesan history

church policy against “secret” societics
was strongly enforced in the diocese. But
lay organizations developed in the early
20th century. He specifically mentioned
the Young Men’s Institute, Knights of
Columbus, Catholic Daughters of

dinal archbishop of St. Louis) had the
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament
established in every parish of the dio-
cese in 1934,

being covered was in Latin, White said,
and active participation in the Mass by the

America, Daughters of Isabella, Catholic
Women's Association, Central Verein, and
the National Council of Catholic Women.

White said that his section will also
explore how the Catholic laity responded
10 redirection of the lay role as a result of
the Second Vatican Council,

As for architecture and art, White said
that an essay he prepared on religious
architecture for the “Encyclopieda of
Indianapolis” and his book “Where
God's People Meet” opened his eyes to
the trends in church architecture around
the city and state. “Some noteworthy
architects designed fine churches in our
diocese,” he said.

He said that religious architecture fol-
lowed various contemporary trends
through the decades. He noted that
uchurch art is somewhat more elusive
since church interiors are transitory, but
stained-glass windows are more durable.”

He said that his section on the laity is
expected to take about 100 pages when the
history is completed.

Bishop Joseph E. Ritter (later the car-

The liturgy during most of the period

laity was uneven in practice and encour-
agement. Therefore, the spiritual life of the
laity was directed to non-liturgical prayer.
He mentioned Pope Leo X1II's 11 encycli-
cals on the rosary and one each on the
Sacred Heart, St. Joseph and the Holy
Spirit. Other popes followed up with more
encyclicals on these subjects.

From the late 19th century, White said,
the Holy Name Society for men and soda-
lities for women and children were promi-
nent in parishes. Some parishes had
specific confraterities with public devo-
tions, such as Our Lady of Perpetual Help
and the Miraculous Medal. Parish mis-
sions were popular,

White leamned that the 19th-century
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From the Editor/john I Finlk

ctober is traditionally

observed as the “Month of the
Rosary” and next Monday, Oct. 7,
is the feast of Our Lady of the
/' Rosary, The feast was instituted in

1573 to commemorate & Christian

victory over Islamic forces at Lepanto in1571,and *
was extended to the worldwide church by Pope
Clement X1 in 1716. .

The rosary has long been a popular devotion
because it combines mental and vocal prayer, Its
cssential elements are meditation on the mysteries or
events in the lives of Jesus and Mary (mental prayer)
while reciting & number of decades of Hail Marys nlnd
other prayers (vocal prayer). !

The entire rosary consists of 15 decades, or 150 Hail
Miarys. In medieval times monks in monasteries recit-
ed the 150 psalms and when lay people began to recite
the rosary in the 15th century, they chose Hail Marys
to replace the psalms. Today, however, only five
decades are usually said at one time,

During recent years, the Scriptural Rosary bas
become popular because 1t combines Bible quotations

with the rosary, thus meditation. The
SaiptmlkwfyhnlMuiptmlqumﬁontobc
sald before each Hail Mary.

Traditionally, there have been 15 mysteries of the
rosary—{ive each of the joyful, sorrowful and glorious
events in the lives of Jesus and Mary, However, the
church has always encouraged meditation on more
cvents than just those 15. Therefore, the Seven-Day
Scriptural Rosary was developed, with different medi-
tatlons for each of the seven days of the week. I've
wrirtenabouuomeoﬂhminlhepm.uped:lly the
cucharistic mysterics and the salvation mysteries.

Now the Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division
has published a new Scriptural Rosary, It is called
“The Passion Novena: A Rosary” because it
focuses on Christ's passion and it has a sel of nine dif-
{erent mysteries, with 10 scriptural quotations for each
of the mysteries.

As the introduction to this book says, the best time
o pray the Passion Novena Scriptural Rosary would
be from the Saturday before Palm Sunday through
Easter Sunday, So why am1 writing about it now?

: Bpumthhhlhe“hlonﬂmﬂhenowy"md
because, if you are interested in praying this new scrip-

combining mental and vocal
prayer with Seripture

_many,l-L_til Marys. Moreaver, it is a Marian d

tural rosary, you would have to order the book in
advance,

Besides, this novena of rosaries can be said at any time,
not just during Holy Week. The passion mysterics for the
cighth day of the noyena could be said in place on the sor-
rowful mysteries on any Friday, although they are particu-
larly appropriate for Good Friday. The Last Supper
mysteries and the Resurrection mysteries seem most

on Holy Thursday and Easter, respectively,
but the other mysteries could be said at just about any
time during the liturgical year.

There arc 45 mysteries in this book, one for each of
the five decades of the rosary for the nine days of the
novena, so this gives the one praying this novena 45
events in Jesus! life on which to meditate. Each mys-
tery, of course, has 10 quotations from the Bible, onc
for each Hail Mary, so there are 450 scriptural quota:
tions to aid you in your meditation, Many of these quo-
1ations, of course, are the words of Jesus himself,

These are the mysteries for each day of the novena,
although the general headings don't do a good job of
describing them: Day 1—the preparatory mysteries;
day 2—the manifestation mysteries; day 3—the know-
ing mysteries; day 4—the loving mysterics; day S—the
serving mysteries; day 6—the Last Supper mysterics;
day 7—the passion mysteries; day 8—the perseverance
mysterics; and day 9—the Resurrection mysterics.

Aumhmwgiwvumymmemmdm
rosary. This helps to prevent the kind of distractions that
occur when the same mysteries are used frequently.

Weundtolhlnkoﬂhem:ynsamrimdevodm,
lndhdeﬁahelyisﬂulﬂmillnduduthqmyhvgdso
devotioin

tional mysteries do. Mary appears

only in the Crucifixion mystery with the biblical quota-
tion, “Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and

Mary of Magdala” (Jn 19:25).
This small paperback casily fits in 8 orapurse.
You can get it for $5,95 at your Ca or you

can order it directly from Our Sunday Visitor, 200 Noll
Plaza, Huntington, IN 46750, telephone 1-800-348-2440.
1f you're ordering, add $3.95 for shipping and handling.

A View from the Center/Dan Conway

How to resist election year

Every four years, the Republicans and the Democrats

try to persuade us that only they can cffectively manage

= our economy and maintain a precari-
ous peace. Every four years, we hear
again that “liberals” are big spenders
and that “conservatives” don't care
about ordinary people, And every four
years, the media grow more cynical
about the integrity and ability of our
nation's leaders,

In the context of this quadrennial
display of doom-and-gloom chal-
lengers versus starry-eyed, optimistic

incumbents, it is casy to forget that neither of these carica-
tures bears much relationship to reality. The politician
who “feels your pain” is adjusting his or her feelings on a
daily basis in response to the atest polls. And the clected
official who talks incessantly about “family values” is not
. necessarily a friend of the family. Modern politics is about
images, and looks can be deceiving.

To make intelligent choices in this, or any, clection, we
have to look beneath the surface. This can be a tough
assignment. Frequently there are many layers of veneer
{hat have to be scraped away before you can find anything
solid, And more often than we care t0 admit, what you
find when you unwrap a professionally packaged candi-
date is something much smaller and much cheaper than
the extenal wrapping would suggest!

Domhhmm&n!poliﬁalshopclusmmmxmmm
#real” candidates left? No, Each of us can name elected offi-
cilhurandidnluwhmnwcmogniuupwplcwIwm
uaalywhnuwydmnmbe—mum.mlcs.mﬂ
the mcnmdwomenwhoq:nklhclrmindsmd
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courageous )
vote their convictions. And because of their depth and sub-

disillusionment

stance as human beings, they rarely fit into prepackaged cat-
egorics of “liberal” ot “conservative.”

In their statement on political responsibility, the bish-
ops of the United States warn against the “widespread
public cynicism and frustration” that too often character-
ize American public life today, The bishops remind us
that “public life should be a place of civil debate and
broad public participation™ rather than a series of “sound
bytes and symbols, war rooms and attack ads” by politi-
cians and special interest groups. And they challenge the
news media to focus on issues and character rather than
tactics and speculation on “who’s ahead” in the polls.

The bishops believe that political debate must be reori-
ented “to reflect better the search for the common good
(i.c., reconciling diverse interests for the well-being of the
whole human family) and a clear commitment (o the dig-
nity of every person.” If politics ignores this fundamental
task, the bishops say, “it can casily become little more
than an arcna for partisan gamesmanship, the search for
power for its own sake, or interest group conflict.”

The bishops also quote Pope John Paul I1’s waming
that “certain demands which arise within society are
sometimes not examined in accordance with criteria of
justice and morality, but rather on the basis of the elec-
toral or financial power of the groups promoting them."
Over time, the pope says, “such distortions of political
conduct create distrust and apathy, with a subsequent
decline in the political participation and civic spirit of the
general population, which feels abused and disillusioned.”

How does the average citizen keep from feeling
ugbused and disillusioned” in the 1996 election? The
bishops' statement on political responsibility suggests
several important questions that need to be addressed dur-
ing the coming campaign. These include prolecting our

The Bottom Line/Antoinette Bosco

‘I just want an
opportunity to be myself’

I had dinner with my friend Agnes Brien recently. It

was a celebration meal, really—a time to share witha
. friend what I call the “next step in the
' journey" of life,

Agnes is 56 and like me raised
seven children as a single parent. But
now she has retired from her job to
work for a year as a volunteer with
the Mercy Corps, run by the Mercy
Sisters in Pennsylvania, She will work
in a family care home in North
J Carolina, caring for people with

AIDS.

Agnes and | met about 12 years ago. 1 had moved (o
Connecticut to help start a new newspaper. To promote the
paper, we sent a free subscription to the mayors of all
nearby towns and cities.

It happened that Agnes was the assistant city clerk of
Norwalk and worked with the mayor. When she noticed
my name in The Litchfield County Times, she wrote to me,

Agnes began by writing that back in the late *70s 1 had
saved her life. She explained that she had been left with a
broken marriage and seven children to raise, one of them
hardly more than a baby. She had been feeling defeated,
sorry for herself and almost despairing. Somehow she
came across a book I had just written, “A Parent Alone”
(Twenty-Third Publications), in which I shared my story
of being a single mother left to raise a large family alone.

My book inspired her, she said. She felt if 1 could make
a life for my seven children, 5o could she.

I was deeply touched, and [ called Agnes right away.
We arranged o mect at a restaurant for dinner half way
between our two locations, We became friends forever.

still, it surprised me when Agnes called to tell me she
had decided to retire.

“['ve been thinking about this for years,” she said, “but
when you're raising children you don’t think there will ever
be an opportunity to volunteer, Now that they're grown and |
don't have to cam the money to buy the food and pay the
bills, I can make this decision and follow through on it.”

{t's a time “for me to begin ‘again,’ not ‘over.’ I don't want

1o wash away the life I've had: I jost wan( an opportunity 10

be myself, 10 be supportive and helpful to others,” said my

" isendwho studied theology st Fordham University, has been

a part of the Cursillo movemeat and credits the charismatic
renewal for helping in her faith joumey.

I praised her for taking this giant step, knowing how
hard it is for her to be sevel states removed from her
children, even though they are grown. She chided me good
naturedly and said, “1'm not being holy, holy.” But then
she added a line I shall not forget, “Don't praise me for
doing what has to be done.”

1 don’t think it was by coincidence that Agnes read my
book and remembered it, that she wrote to me and we met.
I think it was just another of the graces God gives to us, to
bring people into our lives who have a nobility that can be
shared with us. /
© 1996 by Catholic News Service

children (born and unbor), providing a healthy economy
and jobs, welcoming immigrants and refugees, overcom-
ing racism and other divisions among us, restoring moral
values, ensuring peace and justice throughout the world,
protecting our enyironment, and resisting the “culture of
violence” by proclaiming the Gospel of Life.

But no matter how you look at it, it's not easy to sort
through all these issues—iet alone the myriad “programs”
and “initiatives” for addressing them that are touted by all
of the candidates. To the extent that we can, the best way
{o maintain an appropriate sense of civicand political
responsibility is to maintain a healthy sense of humor and
1o stick with those candidates who arc what they claim to
be and who practice what they preach.
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No true Catholic can
fail to venerate Mary

1t was with profound sadness that I read
the article in your Sept. 20 issue (“The
Catholic World of Yesterday™) that stat-
ues, which have played a prominent role in
the decor of Catholic churches for cen-
turies, have a less prominent place in mod-
ern churches. The author of the article
states that this reflects, in pant, the de-
emphasis of the veneration of the Virgin
Mary, St. Joseph, and all of the saints. But
what is the reason behind this de-empha-
sis? Is it because the faithful have become
more enlightened or, on the contrary, more
benighted?

No true Catholic can fail to venerate the
Virgin Mary. The Third Ecumenical
Council, held at Ephesus in 431 A.D., pro-
claimed Mary to be the mother of God. If
we fail to venerate the Virgin Mary, we in
effect are denying that she is the mother of
God, and if she is not the mother of God,
then Jesus Christ is not God. Veneration of
the mother of God is inseparable from
belief in the divinity of Jesus Christ.

The removal of statues from modern
churches as well as kneelers and even the
tabernacle containing the Blessed Sacra-
ment has converted the “modern church™
from a house of prayer into a social or
meeting hall, Does anyone go into a mod-
ern church, which lacks statues, kneelers
and tabernacle, to pray? Of course not!
But it is a great place to socialize.

The author of the article which has
given rise to my letter relates how the
many religious articles accumulated by her
family were disposed of when they sold
their family home, “because statues would
no longer find a place in the next genera-
tion's homes.” This indicates that the .

“next generation” lacks a proper formation

in the truths bf the Catholid faith.

1, for one, am sick of reading about How
the test scores of pupils in Catholic
schools exceed those of their peers in pub-
lic schools when those same students are

. (and dec

ignorant of the truths of their Catholic
faith. The fundamental purpose of
Catholic schools is to teach children the
truths of their faith and not to trump the
public schools in test scores.

Donald A. Schabel

Indianapolis

I could almost
smell the incense

I have read with great interest Winifred
Pushor's articles “The Catholic World of
Yesterday,” As I read them 1 could almost
smell the incense and revel in all the pomp
and circumstances of the various holy
days. I loved, especially, the processions,
when all my little girl classmates were
dressed in white from head to toe.

Thank you for the memories.

Agnes Sullivan
Speedway

Calls series on past
outrageously offensive

Please excuse the critical tone of my
letter, but the series by Winifred Pushor
(“The Catholic World of Yesterday")
really gets under my skin, I was espe-
cially annoyed by the article in the Sept,
20 issue devoted to sacred images. Its
sneering, pejorative dismissal of
images—constantly using the past tense
to describe their relevance—is outra-
geously offensive to contemporary
Roman Catholics like me who have suc-
ceeded in maintaining a healthy respect
for the validity of images as an effica-
cious and orthodox means of nurturing
our Catholic faith, despite the revisionist
of images foisted on Catholics by so-
called “liturgical art experts.”

The cntire premise of the article—that
sacred images “would no longer find a
place in the next generation’s homes™ [and

Light One Candle/Er. Thomas J. McSweeney

Why should I bother to vote?

With just weeks to go until this year's
elections you’ve probably already had it
with speeches and
political ads, attacks
and innuendo, Am 1
the only one using the
remote (o zap past
those commercials
brought to us by the-
committee-to-elect-
somebody-or-other?
| But, like it or not,
the political process matters. And govern-
ment is too important to leave in the
hands of those few who bother to stay
both aware and involved.

Life and death issues justifiably grab
headlines, but even the most mundane sit-
uations are affected.

Serve on a jury, collect unemployment
insurance or worker's compensation, sec
firefighters or police officers in action and
watch government in action. Put trash out
for recycling, pay sales tax or apply fora
passport and you're involved in local,
state or national government.

It is difficult to think of any human
activity in our society where the impact of
law and politics is not felt. You don't
have to be a politician to be concemned
with the legislative, judicial and executive
branches of our nation. Certainly, most of
us are only too willing to express our
opinions on questions large or small.

So why is it that so many of us don't
even bother to vote?

Volers are a minority in the United States.
Most people ignore primaries. A typical
turnout is roughly 10 percent of the voting-
age population. And in the past decade
almost half of the eligible voters have been
staying home even in the gencral clections.

Yei ours is a nation, more than any other,

founded on the recognition of divine truths
and our God-given rights. So how do we
answer such apathy and indifference?
History teaches that crises often arise when
citizens stop paying attention to the day-to-
day doings of govemment.

That's a concern addressed in the U.S.
Catholic Conference's document on poli-
tical responsibility: “We need more, not
less public participation, The key to a
renewal of public life is reorienting poli-
tics to reflect better the search for the
common good and a clear commitment to
the dignity of every person.”

Life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness are God-given rights. Government
possesses neither the power to confer it
nor the power to usurp it. But it does have
the clear duty to protect and secure it.

Most of us are comfortable with the
notion the church and state should be kept
separate, But this is not the same as saying
religion and politics must be kept apart. A
human being does not have two con-
sciences, one for judging religious matters
and one for judging political questions. Nor
does the Constitution say that only those
who have no faith get to participate,

Being an active citizen means more
than just voting for the sake of voting.
Nobody has enough time, but make it any-
way. Educate yourself on issues and make
decisions based on reason and values,
then write a letter, attend a meeting, be
part of the process.

When you come right down to it, does
it makes any sense to call ourselyes reli-
gious and American, and refuse to be part
of the electorate—and the solution?

(For a free copy of the Christopher
News Note “The Power of the Citizen,"
write to The Christophers, 12 E. 48th St.,
New York, NY 10017.)

i

idedly antj-Vatican II) thealogy . .

church, by implication}—is theologically
and doctrinally ludicrous! It certainly can-
not be substantiated by any authoritative
document of the Second Vatican Council.
I challenge Crifterion readers to read the
pertinent conciliar documents.

With respect to sacred images, Chapter
VII (“Sacred Art and Sacred Furnishings")
of “The Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy" states quite directly, “The prac-
tice of placing sacred images in churches
50 that they be venerated by the faithful is
1o be maintained” (No, 125). Also, the
“Catechism of the Catholic Church” fur-
ther documents the Catholic Church's con-
temporary stand in support of the ancient
Christian teaching on images. No change
here as far as I can tell,

Much of this contemporary revisionist
theology of images is due to the unwar-
ranted influence of the document
“Environment and Art in the Catholic
Church,” published by the United States
Catholic Conference. This little booklet
has become the reference material that
guides much contemporary church
design in the United States today;
indeed, most recent churches in the arch-
diocese have been designed according to
its philosophy.

What readers may not know is that the
document, designed to implement the
decrees of Vatican II in the United States,
was never formally approved by a vote of
the American bishops. Many bishops,
including Bishop John D'Arcy of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, reject its use. While it
does contribute significantly and positive-
ly to the importance of design unity of
modern churches, its dismissive attitude
toward the doctrinal teaching of the church
regarding images is remarkable.

The efficacy and orthodoxy of venerat-
ing images, either privately in the home or
liturgically in the church, was defined by
the Seventh Ecumencial Council, held at
Nicaea in 787. At that time, the Eastern
Church was experiencing a ruthless perse-
cution of those who belicved in the use of
images. This time of trial, called Icono-
clasm, lasted from 726 to 843. The
Western Church, led by Pope Hadrian 1,
fully supported the orthodox position. At
the heart of the issue, the church fathers
discerned, was the incarnation of Jesus.
Was he truly human or not? If so, images
not only could be made of him but should.
Drawing on the theological insights of St.
John Damascene (a doctor of the church),
images came to be rightly understood, not
as mere decoration, but as windows to
heaven, as means, not objects, of venera-
tion. And these images, mystically con-

nected to the prototypes, manifested a spi:
itual presence in the midst of believing
Christians. And you thought they were just
pictures!

The Catholic Church, despite the article
in question, steadfastly affirms this ancient
understanding of images, as defined at
Nicaea, as reaffirmed at Trent, as
described at Vatican I, as affirmed in ecu-
menical dialogue with Orthodox Churches,
and now succintly expressed in the
“Catechism of the Catholic Church.”

Images are important to Catholics
today. If they are marginal in the spiritu-
al lives of many modern-day Catholics,
that is a challenge and an opportunity for
catechists, not a justification for their
climination,

Michael Perigo
Indianapolis

We do not encourage
study of Scripture

The “Catechism of the Catholic
Church” states: “The church has always
venerated the Scriptures as she venerates
the Lord's body.” This statement may be
true in theory, but in this archdiocese it is
not true in practice,

1t seem ironic that nowhere in the
Archdiocesan Strategic Plan or in the recent
Criterion articles on religious education is
there specific reference to assisting or even
encouraging the laity to encounter Christ in
the Scriptures, And he is as alive there in his
word as he is in the Eucharist.

God uses his word to touch people at
their core and to begin or continue that
transformation to Christlikeness. Wouldn't
at least a good portion of our educational
efforts be better put to use assisting young
and old alike in spending time in God's
word than providing some of the many
programs that are now offered? St. Jerome
wrote, “Ignorance of the Scriptures is
ignorance of Christ.”

Pope John Paul 1l recently said,
“Christians, especially in the course of this
year (1997), should turn with renewed
interest to the Bible.”

Again from the catechism: “The church
forcefully and specifically exhorts all the
Christian faithful to learn the surpassing
knowledge of Jesus Christ by frequent
reading of the divine Scriptures.”

Please, archdiocesan leadership, take to
heart the catechism’s and the pope's
exhortations concerning the Scriptures.
Reed S. Nelson
Indianapolis

Spirituality for Today/Fr. John Catoir
Love the daughter, not her lifestyle

A few days ago a letter came to me in
response to my radio ministry.

————  “Bless you for all
your help to us. I am
s0 lost, confused, hurt
and in need of guid-
ance, I found out my
daughter is a lesbian,

. She has a beautiful lit-
) tle child whom I love
decply, though she has
never been married.
She is living with a
woman, I tried to talk to her about her sin
but she refused to listen. I cannot and will
not accept this sin from her, When I talk to
them we end up fighting. 1 get very angry
when she tells me she will raise this child
outside the church. She feels there isn't
anything wrong with her life. Am I
wrong? Should 1 accept the other person?
If 1 do, I feel 1 will approve her lifestyle.
Please help.”

This was a difficult one. I thought and
prayed about it before enswering. When in
doubt about any issue, I always consult the
Bible first. On the morning I was planning
to write her, the Gospel for the day’s Mass
was taken from Luke 6:37. It gave me the
opening I needed:

“Be compassionale, as your Father is
compassionate. Do not judge, and you will
not be judged. Do not condemn and you

will not be condemned. Pardon, and you

shall be pardoned. Give, and it shall be
given to you. . . . For the measure you

measure with will be measured back to
you,” :

There arc many levels of law that we need
to observe, but above them all is the supreme
law of love. To obey that law we sometimes
have to close one eye to other things that arc
happening around us. When Jesus walked
and talked with prostitutes, he wasn't there-
by approving their lifestyle. Even though he
knew he would be condemned by hypocrites
for it, he chose to be kind and understanding
to them névertheless.

1 think Jesus would want this woman to
put the moral issue in perspective. Family
support and love is important. You can
accept the person without accepting the
sin, and you can be kind in the process. It
is enough to express disapproval of the
relationship, but striving for peace and
harmony after that is also a moral value. 1
encouraged her to speak more to God
about her daughter, than to her daughter
about God.

Respecting the conscience of another is
a delicate matter. There is much that we do
not know about the human psyche. When
someone close is doing the best he or she
can do in order to be a good person, I think
it's best to live and let live, “Do not do to
another what you would not want them to
do to you."
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comucopla / Cynthia Dewes

At last, energy to tackle

Although we've been dragged kicking and
screaming into the season which follows
e SUMMET, namely
autumn, there's an ener-
gy attached to it which
defies our reluctance.
Some of us, probably
refugees from an carlier
generation of role mod-
.. cls, actually feel ready
. to tackle the recipes
we've clipped for
. : decades. The same ol'y
same ol® meatloaf and tuna casserole we've
been producing with tedious regularity will
soon fall before the forces of trendier and
tasticr foods we've waited years to make.
No magazine, newspaper or periodical in
the doctor's office has been safe from our
systematic onslaughts. No dinner eaten ata
friend’s home, no ladies' luncheon, no
party snack from an obligatory work occa-
sion has gone unnoticed. And no accompa-
nying recipe for same has gone uncollected.
The thing is, fired as we are with
autumnal zeal and the human urge to cal
comfort foods in cool weather, we neve
ertheless find our ambitions thwarted
before we can even lift a wooden spoon.
Some of the recipes which sounded 5o
delicious in 1977 now seem simply

weird, and the gourmet dishes we lusted
to create, even weirder.

Some foods have come and gone in
availability and/or desirability inthe
lengthy time we've taken to finally put the
recipes to use. Crepes aren’t in anymore,
fried chicken and bigtime beef are not. -
politically correct, and fondue is, well,
fondue, What can we say?

Another wrench thrown in the path of
intensive new-recipe manufacture is the
changed or diminished audience we cur-
rently intend to entertain with our culinary
performances. Not only may the kids be
grown and gone, they're in Saudi Arabia
or someplace where they can't even come
over for Sunday dinncr.

If there are any kids around, they're
probably fewer and less obedient. No more
“eat your spinach” or cleaning of plates
taken for granted in these days of fast
foods, busy schedules and children's
rights. Expecting them to cal the exciting
new thing you've just prepared and put in
front of them is like expecting them to say
“please” and “thank you" without nudges
or threats of violence.

Another thing: People don’t seem (o
give many dinner parties anymore, Martha
Stewart be damned. That used to be the
one place we might bring out the ban-

_ oumn
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at The Altenheim
Community

* Dor't let the responsibility of caring
for your family member prevent you
& from enjoyinga relaxing summer

b ks gclawny.Whil: you're away, let them
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enjoy the amenitics of a short-term
stay in one of our fully-fumished
apartments,

For more information on rates and

"% availability, contact the Admissions
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Coordinator at 788-4261
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& Community

788-4261
3525 East Hanna Avenue, Indianapolis, IN

1 Festival
3

in Montgomery, Indiana

at

Basthof Amish Restanrant and Willage
Just Off Hwy. 50 - Montgomery, IN
Friday & Saturday, October 18 & 19, 1996
9 am, - 6 p.m.
« Homemade Amish Cooking * Gospel & Country Singing (over lunch hour)
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« Amish Buggy Rides » Amish Quilts & Crafts ¢ Flea Markets
» Harvest Time Goodies ® Apple Butter Making
« Don't Miss the Hot Rods on Saturday

For More
Information Call:

812-486-3977
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Whe Basthof i located 3/4 of a mile north of Hwy 50, Montgomery, Indiana.

quette de veau or prune whip with some
confidence of winning social approval.
Now we only need new ways to fix tacos
or pasta in order to be popular.

Men and women who don’t cook can also
be stymied in the autumnal pursuit of activi-
ties they'd almost forgotten they were longing
o do. There's always a guy who's had the
makings of a flintlock rifle in his closet for
about 20 years, ever since he took a class at
Conne Prairic in antique gun construction.
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Check ItOut. ..

The AIDS Walk and Festival will be
held Oct. 6 at Military Park in Indianapolis.
The festival begins at 11 a.m. with step-off at
2 p.m. Activities will include local entertain-
ers from bands and choruses, AIDS Quilt,
food vendors, information fair, children’s
activities, and more. The event benefits
Indiana Cares and Indiana Community
AIDS Action Network (ICAAN). For more
information or to register call 317- 1200

To hono the memory of children who have
been lost through miscarriage, stillbirth, or
newborn death, several Indianapolis hospitals
will sponsor the 11th annual Walk to
Remember Oct. 5. The walk will beginat 11
a.m., rain or shine, at St. Francis Hospital,
1600 Albany St. in Beech Grove. Dedicated to
bereaved parents, the walk is sponsored by St.
Francis Hospital and Health Centers in con-
junction with Methodist Hospital, Community
Hospitals of Indianapolis, the Indiana Univer-
sity Medical Center Hospitals, and St. Vincent
Hospital and Health Centers, For more infor-
mation or o register call 317-782-6214.

The St. Barnabas Religious Education
Department is sponsoring 8 parenting con-
ference Oct. 12 at Cathedral High School in
Indianapolis. John Rosemond, author,
columnist, and family psychologist is the
speaker, Two aftemoon sessions are sched-
uled. Seating is limited. For more informa-
tion call Mary Cox at 317-575-8050.

The 3rd annual Marquelte Alumni
Fall Hayride and Bonfire will be held
Oct. 26 at the home of alumni Tom and
Ellen Schemmel, 5302 Turkey Foot Road
in Zionsville, Campfire, food and bever-
ages will be provided. The cost is $10 per
person or $20 per family. RSVP to Carole
M. Casto, 40 W. 56th St., Indianapolis, IN
46208, by Oct. 21, For more information
contact Carole Casto at 317-232-3940
(days) or 317-257-6786 (evenings).

And there are usually some folks with
photograph albums still in their cellophane
wrappings, awaiting that crispy cool day
when they will tidily arrange their photos.
This does not take into ascount that by this
time many of the people in the pictures are
dead, moved away forever or strangers in
the first place. Oh, well.

Repair jobs are another kind of effort
we like to save for bursts of encrgy as
experienced in the fall. For instance
mending, if we're lucky, is often still
waiting to be done after missing buttons,
torn scams or tears are moot because the
clothing is long since outgrown.

Maybe we should just save our ener=
gies for another time, like next spring.

Good idea.

John J. and Jean Marie Adrian of
Indianapolis will celebrate their 50th
anniversary with dinner-dance at
Maplecreek Country Club Oct, 5. The
couple will renew their vows at 12 p.m.
Mass Oct. 6 at Holy Spirit in Indiana-
polis. They were married Oct. 5, 1946 at
Little Flower Church in Indianapolis,
The couple has six children: James, Dan,
Joseph Adrian, and Marianne Cooper,
Susie Moore, and Teresa Helfrich. They
also have 19 grandchildren,

“Engaging the Powers: Discernment and
Resistance,” the 1996 conference for facul-
ty and campus chaplains, will be held Oct,
34-25 at the Beech Grove Benedictine
Center, 1402 Southern Ave., in Indianapolis.
Professor Walter P. Wink from Aubum
Theological Seminary in New York City is
the presenter, The cost is $125 per person for
resident and $105 per person for commuler,
Registration deadline is Oct, 14, For more
information call 317-923-4839,

The Office of Catholic Education and
The Indianapolis Deaneries will present
Fall Catechetical Day, Oct. 19 at
Marian College, 3200 Cold Spring Road,
in Indianapolis. Dr. Gloria Durka, a pro-
fessor of Religious Education and
Theology in the Graduate School of
Religion at Fordham University, Bronx,
N.Y. is the keynote speaker. The cost is
$10 per person. If a parish registers a
group of 15 or more, the maximum fee
will be $150. After Oct. 7 a late registra-
tion fee will be $15 per person. For more
information call the Office of Catholic
Education at 317-236-1430.

The 1996 Indianapolis St. Vincent de
Paul Archdiocese Council Annual
Meeting will be Oct. 13 at the Marriott
Hotel in Indianapolis. The theme is
“Servants and the Served.” The day will
begin at 8:30 a.m. with registration.
Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein is among
featured guests. For more information call
317-687-1006.

African-American prose and poetry
will be featured during Caedmon Series al
8 p.m. in the Newman Conference Center at
Saint Meinrad. Dr. Robert Baker, who teach-
es literature at Kentucky State University is
the presenter. His presentation will feature
the prose and poetry of writer James Weldon
Johnson, famous for “God's Trombones."

$1. Malachy Women's Club
models from left: Kathisen
Loe, Aloxandria Frenia, Rose
Pralrie, and Becky Wehrle
display clothing that will be
modeled at S1. Malachy's
Luncheon and Fashion Show
Oct. 12 In Noll Hall, 326 N.
green, Brownsburg. The event
pegins and 11 a.m, Lunch will
be served al 11:30 a.m.
Admission Is a $20 denation.
For advance reservations call
317-852-5010.
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Gubernatorial candidates

They headlined non-partisan political seminar sponsored
Sept. 24 by Citizens Concerned for the Constitution

By Mary Ann Wyand

More than 1,900 adults and high school
students attending a non-partisan election
forum on Sept. 24 at the Indiana Conven-
tion Center in Indianapolis heard all eight
candidates for state office speak bricfly
about campaign issues.

The 14th annual political seminar was
sponsored by Citizens Concerned for the
Constitution (CCC).

“t’s not partisan today,” CCC president
Eric Miller of Indianapolis told the gather-
ing. “The issues we're concerned about are
not Republican or Democrat, in my opin-
jon, They’re right versus wrong.”

Gubernatorial candidates Frank O'Ban-
non, the licutenant govemor, and Stephen
Goldsmith, the mayor of Indianapolis,
headlined the slate of speakers.

O'Bannon spoke first during the after-
noon session, and used the occasion to
emphasize the importance of personal
responsibility as citizens, to decry crime
and drug use in the Hoosier state, and to
uphold the need for the death penalty.

“The government can and should play
only a small role in our lives,” he said.
“The best work is done in our familics,
businesses, and communities . . . not from
government, but from ourselves.”

Hoosiers must *send a message to those
who threaten our families, schools, neigh-
borhoods, and communities,” O'Bannon
said. “Drugs and crime are threats to our
liberty, our sense of security, and all that
we have built together, Small crimes
unpunished grow larger.”

Statistics indicate that many crimi-
nals commit an average of 200 crimes a
year before they are caught and prose-
cuted, he said. “If we send a message
about (punishing) the first acts of vio-
lation, we stand a much better chance
of preventing the later ones” and stop-
ping the cycle of crime,

“The number of teen-agers expected to
use drugs has increased dramatically over
the past year,” he said, “Stopping drug use
at the first step is essential, because it's an
casy next step from drugs to crime.”

Hoosiers have to “be tough” and
“stand up for our values,” he sald.
“This is not only about crime. It's
about protecting our homes, schools,
churches, and families. 1t's about the
knowledge that if you contribute (to
society) you will be rewarded, and the
certainty that if you violate the sacred
trust you will be punished.”

Helping make Indiana safer has been
a long-time goal during his years as a
legislator, O'Bannon said. “Twenty
years ago, | helped write Indiana’s tough
death penalty law. I said then, and 1 say
now, that if you violate us, if you take
the life of a member of our community,
you must pay. More recently, 1 backed
legislation that gave crime victims and
their families a say when the criminals
who hurt them are sentenced.”

O'Bannon said he recently announced a
plan, if elected, to put 500 more police
officers on the streets of Indiana.

“I also have promised to ensure that
our schools are safe and drug-free,” ke
said, “by expanding boot camps for non-
violent offenders, by putting chronically
delinquent students in discipline schools,
and by imposing significant mandatory
sentences for anybody found guilty of
selling drugs to a kid."”

O'Bannon concluded his speech with a
reminder to Hoosiers to work together (o
promote values in Indiana communities.

“The strength of democracy in Indiana
rests primarily in the values of personal
responsibility and the contributions all of
us have the capacity to give,” he said. It
rests in resisting temptations that go
against the law and against our families. It
rests in being an active member of our
community, And it rests in all of us being
tough, standing up, and saying ‘no’ when

m«-mmm

any of these values are threatened.”

Indianapolis Mayor Stephen Goldsmith
was the final afternoon speaker. His talk
focused on decreasing government bureau-
cracy, increasing citizen involvement, cut-
ting taxes, and respecting families.

The former Marion County prosecutor
also thanked the “people of principle” who
in years past helped him close adult book-
stores and “places of obscenity” in
Indiana's capital city.

“This is a watershed year in the future
of our country and the future of our
state,” Goldsmith said. *We are involved
in an enormous collision between fami-
lies and bureaucracy and big govern-
ment, and they are inconsistent and
incompatible. The direction we choose
at the national, state, and local levels
will determine whether we have confi-
dence in the marketplace and confidence
in families or whether we are willing to
trust our future to the government. And
the latter is not the answer.”

Christian principles rather than politi-
cal rhetoric and higher taxes will lead
America to “a decent and virtuous and
successful society,” Goldsmith said,
“Every time elected officials reach into

our purse or wallet, they are saying
they know better than you do how to
spend your money. What government
officials say when they raise your laxes
is that we have to trust government, we
can't trust you, to make the best deci-
sions about what to do with your money.
That attitude has to end.”

During the last eight years in Indiana,
he said, “property taxes on your home or
your business have increased from $2 bil-
fion a year to $4 billion a year. That's bad
because it wastes money, and because it
allows government 10 grow. When govemn-
ment grows, the choices you have in your
family are reduced. We have o reduce
taxes so we have more individual freedom
and personal liberty.”

Goldsmith said if he is elected he plans
to reduce property laxes by 20 percent,
reform the state welfare system, and give
parents the choice of educating their chil-

dren in public or private schools or provid-
ing home schooling,

“There is no better example of
government run amuck than the welfare
system for a whole range of reasons,” he
said. “First of all, when we tax people
who are working and we pay people who
are not working more than the people we
are taxing to work, we are sending a

,message that we don’t trust the market-

place to lift people to the future, What's
bad about welfare, even more than the
money it wastes, is that it harms the
recipient, Trillions of dollars in welfare
money spent in this country have not
bullt virtuous, successful, functioning
families. It has done just the opposite,”

Welfare reform must reward people for
working, Goldsmith said, rather than pay
them for not working.

“We ought to say in Indiana and across
this country that the path to the future isa
good education, a good job, and good val-
ues,” he said, “and that if you arc an able-
bodied individual the path to the future is
not a government check. We have a res-
ponsibility to help people in need with

discuss issues at forum

education, child care, and medical care to
help them lift their way into jobs. But we
do not have to pay able-bodied individuals
who choose not to work.”

“Consider whether government and its
Jaws can be consistent with a higher auth-
ority,” he said, “Demand of your govern-
ment that it expresses itself in ways that
are consistent with a belicf in God" to
achieve "a virtuous and civilized society.”

He said studies indicate that church
membership decreases the incidence of
drug abuse, teen-age pregnancy, violence,
and disintegration of neighborhoods.

“As we go forward in this November
clection,” Goldsmith said, “we can take
pride in our principles and say this is a
watershed year, We can reposition our
country and our state for the future based
on the fundamental principles that
government needs to be small, close to
home, have confidence and respect for
the family, leave more of your money in
your own pocketbook, and more than *
anything else, it needs to say we salute,
support and celebrate those who have a
deep and abiding belief in God."
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We're here for a reason,
Bro. Cyprian Rowe says

At retreat at Fatima for African Americans, he addresses
some of the faith questions people face in life

By Mary Ann Wyand

“Lord, What Must | Do?"

That awesome question was the theme
of a Sept. 13-15 retreat for African
Americans at Fatima Retreat House in
Indianapolis.

Marist Brother Cyprian Rowe of Balti-
more, Md., former executive director of
the National Office for Black Catholics
and the National Black Catholic Clergy
Caucus, was the retreat presenter.

Currently he is the dean for student
services and multicultural affairs at the
University of Maryland's Graduate
school of Social Work, and a Catholic
News Service correspondent for the
“Faith Alive!” religious education sup-
plement to The Criterion and other
diocesan newspapers.

Designed to address some of the
faith questions people face in life, the
weekend retreat challenged participants
to learn how to access creative poten-
tial to experience personal and spiritual
growth,

Bereavement seminar set fo

Participants at the Oct. 19

«[ believe we are in this world for a
reason, that there is nothing accidental
nor incidental about our being here,”
Brother Cyprian said. “We are here
because the Lord has a reason for our
being here. And we have within us what
I call ‘the genius' to live out our mis-
sion, to accomplish whatever we were
sent here to do.”

However, the Marist brother said, we
often are waylaid on our journey to God
by explicit and implicit environmental
demands.

“Discovering our way, our identity, in
life is complicated by ‘isms,’ racism,
sexism, anti-Semitism,” he said, “and all
these are violent.”

It is necessary to “free oursclves to
listen truly to the Lord and hear our-
selves as revelation,” he said. “We arc a
revelation to ourselves and we must
study ourselves.”

Many people don’t understand the
importance of sclf-discovery, Brother
Cyprian said. “They'rc always looking
outside themselves because the world is
consistently demanding that we look at

conference will be able

to select three workshops out of the nine being offered

By Mary Ann Wyand

“When Mourning Comes . . . Learning
to Live Again” is the theme of an Oct. 19
bereavement conference at the Archbishop
O'Meara Catholic Center in Indianapolis.

Designed for “those who minister and
those who mourn,” the annual grief mini-
stry seminar is sponsored by the arch-
diocesan Family Life Office and the
Young Widowed Group.

Marilyn Hess, associate director of the
Family Life Office, said the bereavement

program begins at 8:30 a,m. with a con-
tinental breakfast and concludes at 4:30
p.m, with a wine and cheese social.

The $30 conference fee includes.a vari:
ety of workshops as well as breakfast,
lunch, and the social. Scholarships arc
available. To request a conference bro-
chure or register, contact Hess at 317-236-
1586 or 1-800-382-9836, extension 1586,

Keynote speaker James Gaynor of
Indianapolis is a staff chaplain primarily in
ministry at Community Hospital North and
a pastoral counselor with Wellspring
Counseling in Indianapolis.

it. Retreats and meditation give people
opportunities to get away from the world
at times to put down our personal cross-
os and actually look at them. Discovery
of self is a continuing process.”

Brother Cyprian said he has “always
set up tests for myself” to discern impor-
tant life decisions.

“] say, ‘Lord, I'm going to check out
whether this is your will or not,’ " he
explained. * ‘I'm not going to depend on
what I think I'm hearing. I'm going to test
it." Then I talk with people who know me
and love me enough to tell me the truth,
That's how I know that the Lord did or did

“Jim Gaynor specializes in grief and
loss-related reactions,” Hess said. “He has
facilitated the Survivors of Suicide
Victims support group in Indianapolis
since its inception 15 years ago.” Besides
his keynote address; he also will present a
workshop on “Suicide and Sudden Death.”
" Hess said & oRBIBEDE nint workshopd ir
\hree different time slots includes topics
such as “When Someone Very Special
Dics . . . Children and Grief,” “Healing
Loss with Laughter,” “Surviving the First
Year," and “Beyond Widowhood."

She said sessions of special interest 10
people in ministry are “Bereavement Mini-
stry in the Parish” and “A Bereavement
Specialist’s Journcy Through Widowhood
... Separating Theory from Reality."

not call me to do something.”

However, the pain of decision-making
always falls upon the person, he said.
“Even though you listen to others as you
reflect on your decision, if the voice
continues you have to assume it is the
voice of God. St. Francis Xavier became
a Jesuit in spite of challenging circum-
stances, and Mother Cabrini got on a
boat and came to the United States des-
pite everything that would have spoken
against that. Ultimately that (difficult
decision-making) comes to all of us. At
some point, you just have to know that
the Lord is speaking to you.”

When people face difficult decisions
and determine a course of action, he
said, they are able to experience a sense
of freedom in the process even if the
outcome isn't joyful.

“Not every decision we make, even
when we know in our hearts that it is
what the Lord wants, will have a happy
resolution,” Brother Cyprian said.
“However, we should be joyful in the
knowledge that we have been faithful.
Our fidelity can bring us joy.”

In his work as a counselor, Brother
Cyprian said he meets many people who
never come to understand what their cre-
ation means. .

“] urge people to make an act of faith
in who they are, to find the answers and
follow them out,” he said. “I remind
them that life is about God's created
will. We are here for a reason, because
God willed it so. It's a matter of cternal
vision and how that’s worked out
through us.”

r those who minister and those who mourn

Gaynor said his presentation will build
upon a previous keynote address three
years ago when he discussed typical grief
reactions. After reviewing thosc reactions,
e will foeus on ‘spiritual résources for

 dealing with typical reattions 16'10ss,

By embracing spiritillity; Gighor said,

gtieving people are aHIE0 inttiste new

beginnings 10‘continiug their life jouney.

“[ plan to talk about ways to free people
from the different types of grief reactions
they get stuck in so they can move ahead
on their life journey,” he said, “with par-
ticular attention to the spiritual dimension
of the ‘internalized loved one’ and the
ongoing relationship of love. 1'll also dis-
cuss the spiritual role of forgiveness in the
healing process.”
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Bring question of Jerusalem to the
bargaining table, patriarch says

He says proposal of Jerusalem
functioning as the capital of both
Israel and Palestine is a good one

By Judith Sudllovsky, Catholic News Service

JERUSALEM—The only way to diffuse the growing
tensions between Israclis and Palestinians is to bring the
question of Jerusalem to the bargaining table, said
Latin-rite Patriarch Michel Sabbah of Jerusalem.

“First the question of Jerusalem (must be resolved),”
said Patriarch Sabbah before a special prayer service
called by the heads of Christian Churches in Jerusalem
on Sept. 29, “They must meet to talk and to resolve the
question of Jerusalem, to deal with this question despite
all its difficulties.”

Both sides will have to face the reality that Jerusalem
will never be exclusively theirs, he said, and that it will .,

always be a city belonging to two peoples and three

religions. The Vatican, he said, would bless any agree- d

ment they reached.

In an interview published the same day by the Italian
newspaper, Avvenire, the patriarch, a Palestinian, also
emphasized the need to discuss Jerusalem.

“The Israeli government has to realize there are no
longer halfway steps. To begin with, the question of
the status of Jerusalem should be resolved,” the patri-
arch said.

He said he thought Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat’s proposal of Jerusalem functioning as the capi-
tal of Israel and Palestine was a good one.

“Those who insist in saying that Jerusalem is the
exclusive capital of Isracl are blocking every avenue to
peace,” the patriarch said,

He said other cities in the West Bank, like Bethlechem

and Hebron, have effectively. been divided into Israeli
and Palestinian zones. The same could be done with
Jerusalem, he said., (5iqyr dice wilisl WAL

_“In any-case, the issue nceds to be discussed. But the
Isracli government pot only refuses to discuss it, but
makes provocative decisions like the opening of a tun-
nel alongside the Dome of the Rock, a place sacred to
Muslims,” he said.

The tunnel’s opening sparked a week of violence
throughout the West Bank, in which at least 70 people
were killed,

Israelis maintain that the tunnel, which has been
used as a tourist attraction for several years already
and now has an exit on the Via Dolorosa, is a full
one-fifth of a mile away from the mosque. But
Palestinians say the tunnel will be used to take over
their holy site.

Patriarch Sabbah said the recent violence had deeper
causes, t0o. Since the peace process began, he said, life
has actually become harder for Palestinians and they
have continued to face obstacles from middle- and
lower-level Israeli authorities.

“It's a continual suffering. The autonomous territo-
ries have become huge prisons: No one can go outside

Pope urges Israelis,
Palestinians to keep
pedce process alive

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS)y—After a week of
renewed bloodshed in the Middle East, Pope John Paul Il
urged Israelis and Palestinians to keep the peace process
alive and put an end to provocations and violence.

The pope said he was deeply disturbed at the baitles in
which more than 70 people died and hundreds were
injured in late September. The violence was sparked by
the opening of an Israeli tourist tunnel in Jerusalem.

“In this difficult hour, I want to ask with insistence that
the Isracli and Palestinian populations and their leaders
make a courageous effort to not suffocate the hope of
peace,” the pope said at a Sunday blessing Sept. 29.

He urged both sides to “avoid further provocations and
injustices and the consequent violent reactions.” He did
not specifically mention the tunnel, which runs close to
Jewish and Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem.

In deploring the bloodshed in Jerusalem and in other
cities of the West Bank, the pope prayed that the human
suffering would lead people to find a lasting and fair

- peace in the reglon; L :

“It is the duty of believers—Jews, Christians and
Muslims—to seek every means to promote understand-
ing and mutual trust, in favor of peace for a land that
God wanted *holy,’ " he said,

of them for work, to scek medical care, or to visit
friends or relatives,” he said.

The patriarch told Avvenire that in recent weeks the
pressure had become unbearable, with Israeli officials
confiscating Palestinian land and demolishing houses,
“deliberately ignoring the human reality of the
Palestinians.”

Patriarch Sabbah said he thinks Isracli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu does not believe in the
Oslo peace accords, but cannot renounce them bgcause
of international pressure,

“He is forced to walk along a road but he's con-
vinced it's the wrong one. So he slows down at every
step,” the patriarch said.

About 500 people took part in the Jerusalem prayer ser-
vice, organized as a response 1o the recent violence.

In a statement read at the beginning of the prayer
service the Christians urged Isracl to “change its atti-
tude and purify its motives” and pursue the peace
process with “all seriousness and to carry out all its
(obligations, to our people.”

. “Wa as Christians feel that the Isracli government’s for-
mula for peace is flawed. Its slogan is: security first and
then peace. Such a formula casts justice aside and will
never bring peace,” the statement said.

“Peace and security in our country cannot prevail

unless they are established on justice,” said the state-
ment. “God does not accept oppression, but calls on all
of us as members of one human family, Arabs and
Jews, to make justice and to love righteousness. . . . Our
faith assures us that any effort by the governing authori-
ty to impose peace in our country, which is not estab-
lished on justice and righteousness, will lead to failure
and disaster. "

The statement called for the closing of the tunnel, say-
ing that “the religious nerve in our country is the most sen-
sitive nerve of all. . . . The casiest fire to kindle is the fire
of religious emotion.” The resolution of the status of
Jerusalem is now a priority, the statement added.

“It is the heart of the conflict and the key to peace,”
it said.

Palestinian leaders Faisal Husseini and Hanan Ashrawi,
who is Greek Orthodox, attended the services, as did
Archbishop Andrea Cordero Lanza di Montezemolo, papal
nuncio to Israel. After the prayer service, which was
attended by mainly women, older people and members of
religious orders, there was a peaceful march to the new
exit of the tunnel, Young men waiting outside the Church
of St. Ann joined the procession.

Mike Kudish, an 18-year-old Catholic who waited out-
side the church, said he had not come to pray, but was
waiting to see what happened during the procession,

Several dozen Israeli police lined the street while Isracli
border police were in sight but kept their distance. Earlier
in the morning Palestinians had thrown rocks at tourists
who had come out of the tunnel.

One Christian tourist taking part in the march asked
where the new opening was.

“This?" she asked looking at the metal doors. “Just
this, nothing more?"
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St. Gabriel School to participate in Project 180

By Susan Blerman

Twenty-five teachers, 304 students,
their principal, parents, other faculty,
and members of the community will
gather on the grounds of St. Gabriel
School in Indianapolis Oct. 15 for a spe-
cial fall project.

The West Deanery school was chosen
for “Project 180—A Picce of the Pie.”
A two-year-old program organized by
the Indianapolis Clean City Committee
(ICCC), itis designed to educate and
empower teachers, students, and their
families to beautify, revitalize and cre-
ate outdoor classrooms and school
grounds for multi-curricular use at
schools located in Marion County.

St. Gabriel, which is the first non-pub-
lic school in Marion County to participate
in the program, will receive approximate-
ly $30,000 for the project.

Mike Schill, who teaches seventh and
cighth grades at St. Gabriel, said the
volunteers will spend the entire day

Final Mass scheduled
in old St. Catherine

The final Mass in the old St. Catherine
Church in Indianapolis will be at 11 a.m.
on Sunday, Oct. 13. All former parish-
joners are being invited to attend.

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein will
be the principal celebrant at the Mass.
Bishop Thomas O'Brien of Phoenix, a
native son of the parish, is also expected
to be present.

St. Catherine and St. James parishes
were combined in 1993 to form Good
Shepherd Parish.

A reception will follow the Mass.

working on the project. Some of the
project goals are to develop an outdoor
lab with wetlands, prairie, pioneer farm,
modern farm, and compost areas. An
additional area will be developed for
scrubs and plants that would attract
birds and butterflics, An exercise/nature
walk will soon be located along the
edge of the property for both physical
and spiritual exercise. Work will be
done to the football field and play-
ground areas, while backboards on the
basketball goals will be refurbished,
The program not only provides fund-
ing for the project, but also gives the
school the opportunity to have access to
experts in various ficlds such as those
from the department of natural
resources, urban forestry, and Marion

Mount St. Francis
centennial to close

The centennial ygar at Mount St.
Francis Friary and Retreat Center in
southern Indiana will close with a Mass
at 12 noon Oct. 6 in the main chapel.
Archbishop Daniel Buechlein will be the
main celebrant.

At the celebration a time capsule con-
taining a centennial scroll will be pre-
pared for burial. The scroll will be
available during the closing ceremony
for signatures of visitors, along with
comments they might want read when
the time capsule is opened in 25 years.

The public is invited to attend the
Mass and closing ceremony.
Refreshments will be available after the
ceremony. The event is free.

Mount St. Francis is located off 1-64,
exit 119, at the intersection of Highway
150 and Paoli Pike in Floyds Knobs.

County Soil and Water Conservation.

“These experts in the field arc com-
ing in to help us out and to help us
design the project and incorporate what
we'd like to have, with things that are
actually available and can be obtained
and utilized,” Schill said. :

From the project the students will get
a lot of environmental education.

“The teachers have been given a great
deal of lesson plans and curriculum to
work with and they have incorporated
them into their daily plans, so the kids
are going to get a much better environ-
mental education than they normally
would, especially since we are an urban
school,” Schill said.

In addition to this, the project will
allow for improvement in the greater
community. Schill said the school is
located in an area that is showing some
signs of “wear and tear” and the idea
behind Project 180 is to turn things
around 180 degrees.

“The basic idea is, hey let's improve
the area, let’s make it look better,”
Schill said.

Schill said another compaonent of
the project is it is there for the commu-
nity as well as the school. He expects
that the community will come to use
the facilities as well as other arch-
diocesan schools.

In addition to the St. Gabriel volun-
teers, others in the community have
also agreed to show up for the work
day. Some corporate people, retirees
from Ameritech, as well as Cardinal
Ritter High School students will be
lending a hand, Schill expects some
500 volunteers to be working on the
project that day.

“We can usc more people because
it's such a large project,” Schill said,

He said a bulldozer is still needed to
dig and move ground. Anyone interested
in volunteering for the work day should
call Mike Schill at 317-297-1414.

Bro. Raymond Fitz to continue ds
president of Dayton U. for five years

By Catholic Nows Service

DAYTON, Ohio—Marianist Brother
Raymond L. Fitz has been asked to contin-
ue as president of the University of Dayton
for at least another five years,

The extension of Brother Fitz's term—
requested by the executive committee of
the university's board of trustees—will
take him at least two years beyond the
completion of his fourth five-year term.

Brother Fitz, 55, has been president of

the Marianist-run university since 1979.
In that post, he has awarded diplomas to
more than half of the university's 76,000
living alumni.

The university also announced in
September that Marianist Father James L.
Heft, provost since 1989, would leave his
position as the university's chief academic
officer on Oct. 1 to become chancellor and
professor of faith and culture.

John Geiger, associate provost for
faculty affairs since 1990, was named
acting provost.
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The church’s love letter to

‘Evangelium Vitae’ sees our world standing at a turning
point as crucial as any in the long history of humankind

the other, we recognize that we owe
everyone “respect, generosity, and ser-
vice.” When this is forgotten, when we
value others only for their abilities or
their usefulness to us, “the first to be
harmed are women, children, the sick or
suffering, and the elderly.” This, says
Evangelium Vitae, “is the supremacy of
the strong over the weak” (no. 23) which

the world

nor by grand ideological schemes. The
turn toward life requires that each of us,
one by one, reject the response of Cain
when God asked him about his brother
Abel.

By Fr. Richard John Neuhaus

Evangelium Vitae is a love letter to
the whole world. At the same time, itis
a prophetic indictment of what we
human beings are doing to one another
at the threshold of the new millennium.
Love and prophecy are not opposed 10
one another. On the contrary, truc
prophecy is always driven by love. And
true love dares to speak the truth that is
necessary for the welfare of the beloved.

Love that deceives is neither truthful
nor loving. The Apostle Paul tells us that
we are to speak the truth in love (Eph
4:15). This encyclical is a powerful
example of doing just that,

Sometimes the truth is painful.
Prophetic love does not pander. It tells
us not what we want to hear but what we
need to hear, The Old Testament
prophets, such as Jeremiah and Isaiah,
were sometimes harshly critical of the
people of Israel, but always because they
thought so highly of them. The prophets
were calling the people of Israel back to
their high destiny as the elect people of
God. Criticism was driven by a love that
could not betray the truth without
betraying the beloved.

Martin Luther King Jr. was fond of say-
ing, “Whom you would change you must
first love, and they must know you love
them.” Every good parent knows that,
every good teacher knows that, every good
priest knows that. People do not accept
criticism from those whom they see as
enemies, In Evangelium Vitae the Holy

Father says a firm no to this and a firm no
to that. It would be a great mistake, how-
ever, to think the message is essentially
negative. Every no is premised upon a
prior and greater yes.

This is nothing less than a yes to the
human project, to which God is irrevoca-
bly committed through Jesus Christ. The
teaching of Evangelium Vitae and of the
Catholic Church is aptly described as
prophetic humanism. Such humanism
knows that the choice is not between the
will of God and the well-being of
humanity, Rather, the will of God is for
our well-being, and our well-being is in
doing the will of God.

At the dawn of the modern era,
Thomas Hobbes and other thinkers of
the Enlightenment said that a relatively
humane world could only be secured by
people forming a ssocial contract” based
upon self-interest. In the 18th century,
intellectuals invested their hope for the
human future in bringing everything
under rational control; in the 19th they
looked to scientific and technological
progress. After the First World War,

much of humanity turned its eyes
towards various ideologies. None of this
prevented the century that is now com-
ing to an end from being the most lethal
in all of human history.

This terrible history is the background
for Evangelium Vitae. It teaches us that
if we are to turn from death to life in the
third millennium, we must learn that a
humane society cannot be secured on the
basis of calculated self-interest, nor by
technological and scientific progress,
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is rewritten daily,

The Gospel of Life s a call to con-
version, one by one, to the Lord of life.
Personal conversion is the beginning of
the turn away from the culture of death
and toward the culture of life. The per-
sonally converted then tum toward con-
verting others, and each of the
converted accepts responsibility for
turning society itself toward life.
Evangelium Vitae reflects a keen aware-
ness of how fragile is the moral fabric
of a decent society.

Moral laws are intimately connected
10 a task that is properly called political.
Aristotle defined politics as “free per-
sons deliberating the question, How
ought we order our life together?” The
“ought” in that question indicates that
the political task is, above all, a moral
task. Yet many who agree that the laws
of nature cannot be violated with
impunity deny that there are moral laws
or moral truths. It is commonly claimed
that one thing we must never do is
“jmpose” our morality on others,

The encyclical teaches that itisnota
matter of “imposing” our truths upon
others. Moral truths are imposed, so to
speak, by nature itself. Moral truths are
inherent in human ecology just as natur-
al truths are inherent in biological ecol-
ogy. This is better understood if one
reads Evangelium Vitae in conjunction
with the 1993 encyclical Veritatis
Splendor (The Splendor of Truth).

What is at stake in the dispute over

_abortion, cuthanasia, and cugenics are,

of course, the lives of untold numbers of
unborn, clderly, and handicapped
human beinigs. Also at stake is whether
there is any such thing as moral truth.
Evangelium Vitae notes how, in the
absence of an acknowledgement of
moral truth, sophisticated people can
approve of the killing of the sick, the
dying and the “genetically inferior,” and
do so in the name of progress.

Such measures, including infanticide,
are approved “following the same argu-
ments used 1o justify the right to abor-
tion” (no, 14). Far from being
progressive, those arguments reflect a
massive regression, a retreat from what
is distinctively human, a denial of
human dignity. “In this way," the
encyclical says, “we revert to a stal of
barbarism which one hoped had been
left behind forever” (no. 14).

The dispute over abortion and other
ulife issues” touches also on the “we” in
the question “how ought we order our life
together?” The question in the abortion
argument is not *When does life begin?”
but “who belongs to the we for whom we
accept common responsibility?” This isa
question that no political community can
evade. It is inescapably a public question,
and no political community can survive
without answering it.

1f we ask, “How ought we to order
our life together?” we must know who
belongs to the we. The long climb from
barbarism has been a constant battle

against the impulse to limit the classes
of persons included in the pronoun to
those that have the power to assert that
they belong.

The Gospel of Life is inclusive, ever
maintaining the fullest definition of

 those for whom we accepl common

responsibility. In the Unilted States,
slaves of African descent were for a
long time excluded from the we. As
with the Roe vs, Wade decision of 1973,
{he infamous Dredd Scott decision of
1857 excluded an entire sector of
humanity from the we of the legal and
political community. It took a civil war
{o right that hotrible wrong.

Encyclicals are written to the univer-
sal church, but we In America would not
go wrong in thinking that the Holy
Father is addressing us when he notes
that countries with laws that exclude
classes of human beings from common
prolcction are “perhaps even departing
from basic principles of their
Constitutions” (no, 4).

Our constitutional order is premised
upon certain moral truths, The Declaration
of Independence asserts, “We hold these
truths to be self-evident,” and goes on to
affirm that human beings are endowed by
the Creator with unalienable rights,
including, most importantly, the right to
life. No Supreme Court, not even a major-
ity of the people, can deny such rights
without undermining the moral authority
of the government. The results of that can
be devastating.

The message for Catholics, indeed for
all people of conscience, is clear:
“Abortion and cuthanasia are thus
crimes whichno human law can claim
o legitimize, There is no obligation in
conscience to obey such laws, instead
{here is a grave and clear obligation to
opposc them by conscientious objec-
tion.” We can in no way cooperate with
a law permitting abortion or cuthanasia,
nor can we “take part in a propaganda
campaign in favor of such a law, or vote
for it *(no. 73).

On most issues in political dispute,
people of intelligence and good will can
legitimately disagree. Not so with laws
that deprive our weaker brothers and
sisters of the fundamental right to life.
We can never cooperate with the taking
of an innocent life.

Evangelium Vitae sees our world stand-
ing at a turning point as crucial as any in
the long history of humankind. The third
millenpium will witness a flowering of
the culture of life or a continuing descent
into the abyss of the culture of death. We
Christians have the great privilege and
responsibility of persuading the world to
choose life—for God's sake, for our sake,
for the sake of humanity.

In the encyclical, Pope John Paul I1
quotes St. Irenacus: “The glory of God
is man fully alive.”

(Father Neuhaus is a priest of the
Archdiocese of New York and editor in
chief of First Things, the monthly jour-
nal of religion and public life.)
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Political action and legal reform in Evangelium Vitae

Its a scandal for those in public life, especially Catholics,
to deny, or fail to protect, the right to life of the unborn

By Roberi P. George

Evangelium Vitae, the Gospel of Life,
is a warning and a plea to the people of
the United States and other developed
nations.

The warning is that ours is fast
becoming a “culture of death.” The plea
is for us to join together in building a
new “culture of life.”

Pope John Paul 11 declares that even
now we arc in the midst of an “enor-
mous and dramatic clash” between the
culture of life and the culture of death.
At stake in this struggle is respect for the
basic human dignity of the weakest and
most vulnerable members of the human
family—the unborn, the frail clderly, the
poor, and the infirm, And since the char-
acter of any society is shaped in a deci-
sive way by its treatment of those most
in need of care and protection, the reso-
lution of this struggle will determine
what kind of people we are.

At the intellectual level, the conflict
between the culture of life and the culture
of death takes the form of a debate about
the meaning of freedom. At the heart of
the “culture of death” is “a notion of free-
dom which exalts the isolated individual in
an absolute way, and gives no place to sol-
idarity, to openness to others and service
to them" (EV, no. 19).

This, according to the Holy Father, is
“a completely individualistic concept of
freedom which ends up by becoming the
freedom of the strong against the weak.”
So, in the name of freedom, such mani-

fest evils as abortion, cuthanasia, and
other “crimes against life” are defend-
ed as “rights” whose exercise govern-
ment must not only respect but protect
and even facilitate by public funding of
death-dealing “health-care” services,

At the political level, the enormous
struggle between the culture of life and
the culture of death implicates a wide
range of issues.

What the pope says of the cultural struggle
generally has particular force and salience
when it comes to the abortion license which
has taken more than 30 million innocent
lives in our country since 1973 and will take
an additional million this year.

The universal and unconditional pro-life
imperative to which the Holy Father calls
us in the encyclical entails a wide variety
of responsibilities. As Catholics we are
bound to pray for the unborn victims of
abortion and for their mothers who are, too
often, “secondary victims"” of a vast abor-
tion industry which flourishes in the cul-
ture of death. We must give spiritual as
well as material support to people in the
frontlines in the struggle against abortion,
particularly to those who offer shelter and
care to pregnant women in need. Perhaps
most importantly, we must pray for abor-
tionists and those who assist them.

The pro-life imperative also entails
political responsibilities. Public officials
must act in conformity with the great
truth of our Declaration of Independence
that all human beings are “created
equal” and “endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights,” includ-
ing the “right to life." As Pope John Paul

reason by all persons of good will. This
principle of natural justice is formally
cnshrined in the Fourteenth Amendment
to our Constitution—ironically, the very
amendment invoked by the Supreme
Court when it denied the right to life of
the unborn in the 1973 cases of Roe vs.
Wade and Doe vs. Bolton.

Some politicians claim to be

11 writes, “Every innocent human being
is absolutely equal to all others." Itis a
scandal for those in public life, especial-
ly Catholics, to deny, or fail to protect,
the right to life of the unborn child,

The unbom child's basic right to the
equal protection of the law is not a sec-
\arian teaching. It is an objective moral
truth recognizable in the light of natural

Catholic News Service photo
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“anti-abortion” yet “pro-choice.” Yet in
acting to protect or provide a woman's
“choice” to have an abortion, the politi-
clan who adopts this stance nccessarily
acts to render the innocent and defense-
less unborn vulnerable to violent death
al the will of others.

The pro-life imperative demands that
we give a certain priority to this strug-
gle in carrying out our duties as citi-
zens. In voting for candidates for public
office, we must take account of issues
ranging from tax reform to environmen-
tal protection. But life itself is the most
basic human right, and “a society which
destroys human life by abortion
unavoidably undermines respect for life
in all other contexts” (NCCB Pastoral
Plan for Pro-Life Activities: A
Reaffirmation, 1985).

True solidarity with the unborn and other
potential victims of legalized homicide and
other grave injustices demands that their
plight be foremost in our minds in choosing
our legislative representatives and other
public officials,

A dilemma arises for voters as well
as for conscientious public officials
when they face the question whether to
support and vote for laws which, though
failing short of all that justice requires
in protecting the unborn, would never-
theless provide more protection than
any current alternative. The pope
acknowledges that such dilemmas “are
not infrequent.”

Here is what he teaches us in Evange-
lium Vitae: “When it is not possible to
overturn or completely abrogate a
pro-abortion law, an elected official,
whose absolute personal opposition to
procured abortion was well known,
could licitly support proposals aimed at
limiting the harm done by such a law
and at lessening its negative conse-
quences at the level of general opinion
and public morality, This does not in

fact represent an illicit cooperation with
an unjust law, but rather a legitimate
and proper attempt to limit its evil
aspects” (no, 73).

Although some pro-life people con-
tinue to believe otherwise, it seems
clear to me that the Holy Father is say-
ing that a person who makes manifest
his commitment to continue working for
the full legal protection of the unborn,
may, as a matter of prudence, support
and vote for.laws that, though not per-
fectly just, are less unjust than the exist-
ing law or any currently attainable
alternative.

At the same time, as the pope makes
clear, there is never a legitimate excuse
for failing to work toward the goal of
full equal protection for the unborn and
other victims of the culture of death,
Recently, some people of good will
have begun to lose heart about the polit-
ical struggle to restore the right to life
of the unborn and to prevent the intro-
duction of assisted suicide and cuthana-
sia. They are tempted to think that the
“(urning of hearts” which is required for
respect for life truly to prevail in our
nation must be accomplished by
non-political or non-legislative “cullural
transformation.”

To these people the pope speaks a
powerful word in Evangelium Vitae:
“Although laws are not the only means
of protecting human life, nevertheless
they do play a very important and somc-
times decisive role in influencing pat-
terns of thought and behavior” (no. 90),

The pope is reminding us that politi-
cal action and legal reform are crucial
elements in the struggle to build a cul-
ture of life. Reform of the law is, to be
sure, not the only means. Prayer is
indispensable too. So is direct assistance
to pregnant women in need. So is educa-
tion. “The underlying causes of attacks
on life have to be eliminated, especially

by insuring proper support for families
and motherhood” (no, 90).

But political efforts to secure and
protect the legal rights of the unborn,
the elderly, and other victims of the cul-
ture of death must not be abandoned:
“By virtue of sharing in Christ's royal
mission, our support and promotion of
human life must be accomplished by the
service of charity, which finds expres-
sion in personal witness, various forms
of volunteer work, social activity, and
political commitment” (no. 87).

Besides the evils of abortion and
euthanasia, which pose grave threats to
so many innocent people in our society,
the pope calls attention to other threats
to life, other evils which must be over-
come in the building of a new culture of

Cardinal Bernard J. Law of Boston leads prayers al

life. For example, the Holy Father con-
demns indifference to poverty, igno-
rance and other impediments to the full
development of the human person, and
calls attention to the ways in which
materialism, consumerism, and sexual
immorality assault human dignity. And
he praises both “a new sensitivity ever
more opposed 1o war as an instrument
for the resolution of conflicts between
peoples,” and the “growing public oppo-
sition to the death penalty” (no. 27).
(Robert P. George, J.D,, D.Phil,, is
associate professor of politics at
Princeton University where he special-
izes in legal and political philosophy.
He is the author of “Making Men
Moral: Civil Liberties and Public
Morality” (Oxford University Press).)
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Prayer to St. Gerard

0 great Wonder-Worker of our day, St. Gerard, power-
ful protector of the Motfier and fier unborn child, beg
God, we beseech
anti-{ife; and to enlighten those who walk in this deadly
way thiat they may see the enonmity of their sin and
retum to the generous observance of the divine law.
Pray, too, for mothiers that they may price tfie great priv-
ilege of motherfiood and that thiey may bring up their
children in the oly love and fear of God; so saving their
own immortal souls and.
of their Maker through Christ, Our Lord.

thee, to crush the mounting forces of

the fonor and glory

Amen
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The good news: More than bla

Probably the two topics that make people squirm the most
are abortion and race. But we must take the risk

By Fr. Stephen F. Breti, $5J

As evangelical Christians, Sheila and
Oliver Massey believed that the moral
implications of abortion were not re-
ceiving due attention in the African
American community. Therefore, in 1991
they founded African Americans for
Life/Save the Seed Ministries, in
Columbia, 8.C.

A frequent strategy is to invite a widen-
ing circle of friends for a “life party” in
which #Vanessa's Story” is shown. The
videotape, in which all of the characters
are portrayed by African Americans,
recounts how a young girl is pressured 10
have an abortion, These evenings arc part
of an experience that raises stark ques-
tions about the delicate interplay of racial
identity and religious belief,

The Masseys are part of a surprisingly
large and growing network of black pro-
lifers who use every means imaginable,
including radio and billboards, to commiu-
picate a message of life and concern.
These grassrools activists are both evan-
gelical and ecumenical. The moral imper-
ative which establishes the bond between
bom-again believer and unbom children is
strong enough to overcome even historic
uneasiness about Roman Catholics. Itis a
case of cvangelizing leading to ecu-
menism,

African American pro-life groups
such as Save the Seed, L.EA.RN, (Life
Education and Resource Network), and
Black Americans for Life, which have
chapters in 27 states, disclose many of
the same features that characterized the
civil rights movement—a shared vision
of moral principles, a willingness to
move beyond sectarian boundaries, and
an inclination to pursue the common
good through unconventional forms of
ministry,

[Probably the two topies that make
people squirm the most are abortion and
race. To connect the two has predictably
volatile effects. But if we share Fope
John Paul's view that *everyone has an
obligation to be at the service of life,"

we must take the risk, The eruption of
raw emotions that may result will be
worth it if we succeed in reducing the
staggering death toll that accompanies
the practice of abortion today, both in
the broader population and in the ethnic
and racial subcultures which acquiesce
for tragic, but not irreversible, reasons
in a practice that violates their heritage
and core convictions,

1t is hardly news that the biblical
symbolism of the child as a sign of hope
and harbinger of God's continued love
is deeply embedded in the African
American community. Yet the incidence
of abortion is also substantially higher
among African Americans than among
the broader population, While African
Americans constitute about 12 percent
of the U.S. population, the Guttmacher
Institute estimates that 33 percent of the
abortions occurring in the United States
are performed on black women,

What accounts for the disparity be-
iween the biblical vision of blacks and
the reality so many experience? While a
wide consensus exists on the need to
change the dominant patterns of abor-
tion in minority communities, there is
little consensus on causes, Perhaps
because of the volatile state. of race rela-
tions today, any interpretation is
minutely examined for traces of unspo-
ken racial attitudes.

Let me offer a personal disclaimer for
the benefit of readers who want to know
where the author is coming from. I am a
graying Scotch-Irish baby boomer who
happens to be a priest working in the
African American community. My reli-
gious community, the Josephites, has
served for more than a century as an
agent of evangelization in and on behalf
of the black community.

What this admittedly limited eyewit-
ness of African American life can report
is that many black Americans perceive the
pro-life cause as a white concern for three
reasons; an intense suspicion of stereo-
types, the dead-end experience of the
“blame game,” and a general sense of des-

peration which tends to skew priorities

and options when survival trumps all
other issues.

Racial stcreotyping has a long and
sordid history of polluting race rela-
tions. There is a deep hurt and resultant*
anger about presumed explanations of
behavior, especially if the origin is out-
side of the black community. Moral
norms and universal principles (¢.g.
abortion is taking an innocent human
life) are not stereotypes, but their com-
munication in language that transmits
solidarity rather than judgment is a task
that demands acute pastoral imagina-
tion. The rise of grass roots pro-life
groups in the African American commu=
nity attests to the abiding validity of the
human life principles themselves.

Then there’s the “blame game.”
There is a widespread idea that bad
news, as applied to the black communi-
ty, leads to the blaming of those least
equipped to handle criticism. So the
Moynihan Report in the 19605, which
discussed the problems of many black
families without adult males in the

household, was for so long fiercely con-
tested on the grounds that innocent par-
ties would be blamed for social currents
beyond individual control, It is only in
the last two years that epidemic prob-
lems of poverty in minority communi-
ties have been almost uniformly linked
to the variable of the absent father and
not put in terms of “the problem of the
unwed mother.”

Mothers raising their children in the
face of mounting economic hardship did
not need a Ph.D. to know that they were
not the problem, When pro-lifers note
that a third of all U.S. abortions are per-
formed on African American women,
resulting in the loss of nearly half a mil-

lion African American lives peryear,

the intent is clearly to save lives, not to
place blame. Only fear of the blame
game can explain the patiern of skepli-
cism or inattention to a phenomenon
that virtually qualifies asa textbook
case of genocide.

A final explanation for possible crossed
signals between the pro-life movement
and the African American community lies
in the very trauma which grips so many
black neighborhoods, keeping people oc-
cupied with other concerns, The urban
poor are often enslaved as surely as their

ck and white

ancestors by a relentless daily toll of death
and disorientation. The assaults they expe-
rience afflict the human spirit to the
breaking point, making despair, suicide
and depression all too familiar intrusions
into the sturdiest of households.

But there will be no radical change in
the culture of death until the prophetic.
teaching of Humanae Vitae is accepted
and proclaimed. We have a long way 1o
go. The reality is that couples of every
race, culture, and ethnic group have
grown accustomed to the pill and the atti-
tude which often accompanies it: children
are seen subliminally and even explicitly
as a threat to well-being. Only when our
Catholic pastoral practice identifies the
sterility of contraception with the afflic-
tions of the family can the church serve as
an effective witness to racial reconcilia-
tion and renewal.

But there are reasons for hope.
L.E.A.RN. isa pro-life and pregnancy
support group that helps to “make boys
men" and to remove the fear and isolation
that accompany a teen-ager's discovery
that she is pregnant. Their chastity-based
program totally rejects contraceplives.
Their motivation is biblical; their reason-

ing practical—they see contraceptives as a
kind of benediction of sexually irresponsi-
ble behavior that unites bodies and
destroys minds.

Wheteas solid anti-abortion positions
have in the past allowed for a neutrality
on contraception among pro-life groups,
there appears 1o be a growing recognition
that contraceptives entail an inherent
anti-life attitude, All other “reasonable”
solutions for racial disintegration and

family breakdown have failed.

Many heroic exponents of pro-life posi-
tions in the African American community

= live daily what T coufd only claifm e

study. Witnessing their courage, one is
struck by the fact that the grace of God
works at a level far beyond racial differ-
ences or human reckoning.

(Father Brett is the author of "Slavery
and the Catholic Tradition: Rights in the
Balance.” In addition to serving as pastor
of St. Luke's church, Washington, D.C.,
he is associate professor of moral theolo-
gy at De Sales School of Theology and
adjunci professor of moral theology al SI.
Charles Borromeo Seminary,
Philadelphia.)
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The scriptural orient

The encyclical shares the biblical sense of wonder at the

mystery of human existence

By Fr. Francls Martin

In the faith of Israel we find many cries
sent up to God asking redress for the injus-
tices perpetrated by human beings against
one another. And God hears those cries:
“You shall not molest or oppress an alien,
... If ever you wrong them and they cry
out to me, I will surely hear their cry” (Ex
22:20-22).

Through the prophets God himself
pleads for justice and threatens to punish
crimes against human rights, “Hear this,
you who trample upon the ncedy and
destroy the poor of the land. ... We will
buy the lowly man for silver, and the
poor man for a pair of sandals; . . . The
Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Never will I forget a thing they have
done!” (Am 8:4-7)

The encyclical Evangeliun Vitae is a
prophetic document in this same way. In it

one can hear the voice of God pleading for .

the life of humankind. In this sense it is
profoundly biblical, not only in its con-
stant invocation of the biblical text—it is
the only encyclical whose every section is
headed by a citation from Scripture—but
because it has the Bible’s integral vision of
human life.

From the opening pages of the Bible,
we see that human beings are a mystery.
vahweh God took dust from the earth and
shaped Adam and breathed into his nos-
trils (Gn 2:7). Adam has in common with
the animals that he is a “soul alive" but
there is this difference: he is animated by
the very breath of God; he breathes like

God, There is something Godlike about
human life.

Genesis has two accounts of human
origins, and both emphasize that there is
something Godlike about human life.
The first account tells us that man and
woman are made in the image of God
(Gn 1:26-27). In the second account, the
author puts the accent on the living,
existential human being, who has some-
thing “more” about him because he pos-
sesses the breath of God. Nothing else in
creation is able to be a “helper matching
him" (Gn 2:18-23): “matching him"—
that is, not a replica but a counterpart
who shares this divine quality and is
thus able to form with him a true com-
munion of persons, & community of
love, respect, and reciprocity—and a
“helper” (in the Bible the word most
often is applied to God) because without
this other, Adam cannot achieve the full-
ness of life for which God destined
humanity.

The encyclical shares this biblical sense
of wonder at the mystery of human exis-
tence. As human beings we share matter
and animating principle with the animals
and yel possess a “more” that makes us
able to share life with God. For millennia
theologians have struggled to explain how
our being cannot demand grace for its ful-
fillment, yet cannot be fulfilled without it.

While he Knows and respects these

accounts, lhcpuwvﬁockﬂgsi:lical view of
humankind that sees our présent life in

time as “the fundamental condition, the
initial stage, and an integral part of the
entire unified process of human exist:

ence.” Every human being is the embodied
demonstration of God's call to an intimacy
that both transcends and fulfills forever the
unique human capacity for life.

The witness of the Scriptures to the
good of human life is the soul of John Paul
11's prophetic proclamation of the Gospel
of Life.

The Old Testament articulates the awe
we instinctively feel when confronted
with the presence of new life or the mys-
tery of death, The encyclical returns
time and again to this theme, citing vari-
ous biblical texts.

In a section which takes its direction
from Psalm 139: 14, “I give you thanks
that 1 am fearfully, wonderfully made,”
John Paul 11 cites some lines from his pre-
decessor, Paul VI: “Despite its hardships,
its hidden mysteries, its suffering and its
inevitable frailty, this mortal life is a most
beautiful thing, a marvel ever new and
moving, an event worthy of being exalted
in joy and glory" (no. 84),

Two aspects of this “beautiful thing" are
given particular attention in the encyclical:
the heinous quality of murder and the mys-
tery of the life-giving death of Jesus. The
remainder of this article is devoted to
those two points.

Chapter One of the encyclical (nos.
7-28) is a prolonged meditation on the
story of Abel's murder by Cain, from -
Genesis 4: 1-16. The biblical author traces
the long story of sin as it extends from
Adam to Abraham. The most immediate
consequence of the transgression of Adam
and Eve is the sin “lying at the door” of
Cain's heart, which gives birth to jealousy,
conflict and fratricide. The narrative sug-
gests God's perspective on the terrible
thing that happens when a human life is
unjustly taken.

“This first murder is presented with sin-

ation of Evangelium Vitae

gular cloquence in a page of the Book of
Genesis which has universal significance:
it is a page rewritten daily, with incxorable
and degrading frequency, in the book of
human history. . . . Brother kills brother.
Like the first fratricide, every murder is a
violation of the “spiritual” kinship uniting
mankind in one great family, in which all
share the same fundamental good: equal
personal dignity. Not infrequently the Kin-
ship “of flesh and blood” is also violated;
for example, when threats 1o life arise
within the relationship between parents
and children, such as happens in abortion,
or when, in the wider context of family or
kinship, euthanasia is encouraged or prac-
ticed” (nos. 7-8).

No one but God can decide the
moment of another’s death. When we
step into that divine role we enact once
again the grasping for the knowledge of
good and evil—the power to act and
then decide for ourselves whether the act *
was good or evil—which brought death
into the world in the first place. That
grasping distances us from God, then
from our fellow human beings.

After Cain's crime, God intervencs to
avenge the one killed. Before God, who
asks him about the fate of Abel, Cain,
instead of showing remorse or apologi-
zing, arrogantly eludes the question: 1
do not know; am I my brother’s keep-
er?” Cain does not wish to think about
his brother and refuses to accept the
responsibility which every person has
towards others.

The same tendency is rampant in
today's society. Symptoms of this trend
include the lack of solidarity towards the
weakest members—the elderly, the infirm,
immigrants, children—and the indiffer-
ence frequently found in relations between
the world's peoples even when basic val-
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ues such as survival, freedom, and peace
are involved (no. 8).

Not surprisingly, the culture of death
views death as a solution to problems:
problems of population, of ethnic strife, of
“unwanted pregnancies,” even problems
of anger between high school students. So
Cain assumes his own death will be the
consequence of the fact that his brother's
blood is crying out to God from the carth.
But God never sees death as a solution.

“And yet God, who is always merciful
even when he punishes, ‘put a mark on
Cain, lest anyone who came upon him
should kill him® (Gn 4:15). He thus gave
him a distinctive sign, not to condemn
him to the hatred of others, but to protect
and defend him from those wishing to kill
him, even out of a desire to avenge Abel's
death. Not even a murderer loses his per-
sonal dignity, and God himself pledges to
guarantee this (no. 9)."

From this fundamental text in the Old
Testament, we are brought into an under-
standing of the awesome mystery and
divine rights of every human life. By
beginning with the sacred text and enter-
ing into its thythm of thought, the encyc-
lical shows itself to be a genuine pro-
longation and servant of the biblical word.

Human life is so precious that
through the act of love of Jesus Christ
on the cross, it became, in some myste-
rious way, a gift of the Father by which
humanity was reconciled and brought to
share in the divine life. In Christ, death
is conquered, and we sce that the last
word in regard to human existence is
life. This is the heart of the New Law,
which Jesus enacted in his own body. It
is through his glorified and radiant body
that we have new life now: “The bread
that 1 will give is my flesh for the life of
the world” (Jn 6:51). Death is con-
quered, and human existence is trans-
formed into a pledge of a life to be
lived, body and soul, forever with God.

The sincerity of our heart is manifest
when we trust in the eternal-power-of the
humanity of Jesus to bring us into the full-
ness of life. This dynamic faith is already

a new appreciation of the dignity of
human life. The encyclical draws the les-
son from this revelation in a way that is
completely in keeping with the New Tes-
tament. It points out how the death of
Jesus Christ has transformed the fragility
of human life forever by “revealing the
resurrection.” Second, it points out to us
the need to bear witness by our lives and
actions to the full implications of the
Gospel of Life.

Our calling to love and serve one
another flows inevitably from these truths.
By his incamation, Jesus ennobled human
life. His life and death taught us the inex-
pressible mercy of God for his human
family. We serve life out of gratitude to
Jesus for his sacrifice. We serve life out of
an appreciation that, by the resurrection,
human life is shown to be eternal.

We serve life out of a conviction that any-
thing worth such a sacrifice must be valu-
able indeed. The blood of Christ, writes
John Paul I1, “reveals the grandeur of the
Father's love, shows how precious man is to
God's eyes and how priceless the value of
human life” (no. 25). We serve life in the
certain knowledge that he is present in every
human being. Finally, we serve life out of a
desire to emulate Jesus.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to
become neighbors to everyone (cf. Lk
10:29-37), and to show special favor to
those who are poorest, most alone and
most in need. In helping the hungry, the
thirsty, the foreigner, the naked, the sick,
the imprisoned—as well as the child in
the womb and the old person who is suf-
fering or near death—we have the oppor-
tunity to serve Jesus. He himself said: “As
you did it to one of the lcast of these my
brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40)
(no. 87). .

(Father Martin is a priest of the Dio-
cese of Pembroke, Ontario. He is profes-
sor of New Testament at the Dominican
House of Studies, Washington, D.C., and
an‘adjunct professor of Biblical Studies at

__the John Paul Il Institute for Studieson

Marriage and Family, also in
Washington.)
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Quality of life: Who's to judge?

Some professors of ethics have asked
whether humanity can be divided
into the valuable and the valueless

By Richard M. Doerflinger

No ethical questions are more timely or controversial
than those involving human life, Sometimes they bring
surprising answers. In December 1994, the director of the
National Institutes of Health met with his advisers to
decide the answer to one such question: should federal
funds be used for experiments on live human embryos?

One experiment of interest was a testing technique

. known as preimplantation genetic diagnosis. A couple at

A

bortion stops
a beating heart

Help us stop abortion

risk of having a child with cystic fibrosis or other genetic
defect could have their sperm and cg8 combined to pro-
duce an embryo in the laboratory—so the embryo can be
tested before implantation in the womb and discarded if
found “defective.”

The NIH advisers saw this as a breakthrough in pre-
venting the birth of handicapped offspring. One of them,
an expert in cystic fibrosis, was surprised to learn that
families with a child who has this illness were not thrilled
to learn about the new procedure. One parent told her that
using the technique to eliminate future offspring with cys-
\ic fibrosis would be “like saying 1 wish that little Johnny
didn't exist, and I don’t wish that."

Some judges try to improve the human condition by
eliminating certain humans. In 1993, in a case involv-
ing “suicide doctor" Jack Kevorkian, Michigan Judge
Richard Kaufinan asked whether a constitutional right
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(0 assisted suicide could be found. He finally turned up
Buck vs. Bell, a long-discredited U.S. Supreme Court
ruling influenced by the American cugenics movement
of the 1920s. Buck vs. Bell upheld the involuntary ster-
ilization of women considered “feeble-minded.” When
the Nazis established their own cugenics laws in 1937,
they quoted Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes® majority
opinion in Buck vs. Bell. Holmes authorized the sterili-
zation of Carrie Buck with the statement: “Three gener-
ations of imbeciles are enough.”

Some professors of ethics have asked whether humani-
ty can be divided into two groups: the valuable and the
valucless. In his new book “Rethinking Life and Death:
The Collapse of Our Traditional Ethics,” Australian ethi-
cist Peter Singer proposed letting newbomn infants with
Down syndrome starve to death. “If we compare a severe-
ly defective human infant with a nonhuman animal, a dog
or a pig, for example, we will often find the nonhuman to
have superior capacities, both actual and potential, for
rationality, self-consclousness, communication, and any-
thing else that can plausibly be considered morally signif-
icant,” he wrote.

The culmination of these “quality of life” ideas can be
found in recent rulings on assisted suicide in two federal
courts. In March the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in
San Francisco ruled that seriously i1l patients have a con-
stitutional “right” to receive lethal drugs so they can com-
mit suicide. In April, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals .
in New York ruled that laws against assisted suicide for
such patients “are not rationally related to any legitimate
state interest.”

Though defended in terms of individual freedom, the heart
of both rulings is a demeaning view of the value of sick and
disabled people’s lives. In effect, the courts ruled that young
and able-bodied people should be prevented from killing
themselves because their lives have objective worth.
However, when a sick or elderly person has a suicidal
impulse, the state will allow others to assist the suicide
because it agrees that this person’s life is truly worthless.

Throwbacks to eugenics, dismissive views of people
with disabilitics, even Nazi ideas—all now being present-
ed as the “cutting edge" of legal and ethical thought.

Some Americans have complained that Pope John Paul
11 has a pessimistic view of the modern world, speaking as
he does in Evangelium Vitae (BV) of 8 growing “culture
of death"” that threatens the weakest and most vulnerable
members of the human family. But with the evidence
recounted above, can anyone doubt that the culture of
death is real and growing?

The Holy Father sets out a powerful intellectunl case on
the need to respect all human life, regardless of its age or
condjtion. He points out that life is our first and greatest
gift from God, on which every other right and gift depend.
1f we fail to respect and protect this gift for everyone, we
will descend into a bottomless abyss of discrimination, in
which the strong make self-serving decisions about
whether the weak deserve to live.

Ethicist Singer and his ally Ronald Green, who advises
the NIH on the human embryo experiments, speak of a
uCopernican revolution” in thinking about life and death,
in which the intelligent and articulate members of a soci-
ety should vote, on the basis of their own self-interest, on
whether other members of the species deserve “person-
hood.” Green says openly that his theory should be
applied to humans after as well as before birth—yet his
theory was accepted by a 19-member NIH panel without
one dissenting voice.

1t is clear that more individuals and familics with dis-
abled members are needed to expose ideas about “quality
of life” for what they really are: either misplaced com-
passion or attacks on people who need help and support.

Theologlan Stanley Hauerwas says he is immune to
some modern abstractions on the value of life because of
his experience as the father of a child with Down syn-
drome, Hauerwas places matters in a human context: The
people in our families have been given to us, and they
depend on us to stand with them no matter what. We are
not dealing here only with “]ife" in the abstract, but with
human relationships—with fidelity to those who need us.

In a land of unlimited “freedom of choice,” nothing is
more offensive than the idea that some realities and some
obligations—like obligations to our children, our parents
and other loved ones—are simply given to us, to cope
with as best we can, This is the ultimate reminder that we
are not God. But recognizing such bonds is also the way
for us to become fully human—for we grow and flourish
when we give ourselves to those who need us most. When
we violently break these bonds of fidelity, thinking that it
will make us more free, we really make ourselves shrivel
up and die as persons.

We need people who depend on us for thelrvery lives:
for our own life comes to fulfiliment in what the Holy
Father calls “the sincere gift of self” (EV, no, 25). Any
parent of a child with disabilities, indeed any parent, will
admit that this gift of self can be difficult and painful. No
one should sugarcoat this reality: the way to resurrection
lies along the way of the cross. ’

As Christians, we must promote this fierce fidelity to
the helpless throughout our society. All men and women
are our brothers and sisters; anyone in need who comes
across our path is our neighbor. We must begin with our
own families and we must teach the rest of society by
embodying this faithfulness in our own lives.
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The place of chastity in th

It is easier, certainly more responsible, to teach people
to be chaste than to teach them to use condoms well

By Rose Fuller

Suppose your task was to teach a
class in teen chastity and natural family
planning. The encyclical Evangelium
Vitae would have a lot to offer as you
began your presentation, After all, you
would probably want to begin your talk
by exploring the meaning of love. To do
that, one has to go back to the very
beginning of human life—to God who is
our origin and destiny.

The encyclical reminds us that God—
who is personal and loving—is the author of
life. As we trace our family tree, we delight
to find the Creator instead of an amoeba.
This knowledge lifts us from the contem-
porary identity crisis and places us in the
arms of a loving Father whom we resemble
in many ways.

How are we like God? We are created
in his image and blessed with many of his
attributes—the ability to reason, 1o know
good from evil, to exercise free will, to
hunger for truth, beauty and love. What's
more, he programmed our

such as the consequences of sex outside of
marriage: teen pregnancy, sexually trans-
mitted disease, and heartbreak.

The message of “safer sex” sounds
reasonable but we need to expose the lie
behind it. The data indicate clearly that
attempts to promote or educate in the
use of contraceptives as a preventive
measure have failed. The risk of con-
tracting a sexually transmitted disease
despite condom use is clearly far higher
than even the “risk” of pregnancy. It is
known that condoms have no preventive
effect against some of the most common
diseases because they are transmitted by
skin contact outside the area protected
by a condom.

Given the gravity of the problem, it
makes no sense to “trust your life to
latex,” as one person put it. Even suppos-
ing that condoms work under “ideal”
conditions, the question remains whether
people will use them consistently and pro-
perly. Studies indicate otherwise,

It is easier, and certainly more
responsible, to teach people to be chaste

than to teach them to use condoms well.

But unplanned pregnancies and
sexually transmitted diseases are not the
only unforseen consequences of sexual
relationships. One study found that
sexually active girls were over six times
more likely to attempt suicide than
those who were not sexually active, The
silent victims of lost chastity include
young women who experience
sclf-loathing while trapped in destruc-
tive relationships, and the young men
who lose respect for women (and, final-
ly, themselves).

As one chastity brochure notes,
“There is no condom for the heart.” But
teaching young people about chastity
empowers them to love themselves and
to love others well, in addition to spar-
ing them the harmful consequences of
extramarital sexual relations.

It is also important to reach out to
those people who are or have been sexu-
ally involved. A useful concept is that
of “secondary virginity.” Physical vir-
ginity cannot be replaced but one can
take on a virginity of heart regardless of
how physical virginity was lost. Victims
of abuse or rape have not freely chosen
to have sexual activity, and young chil-
dren who are sexually active are often

e pope’s Gospel of Life

found to have been victims of sexual
abuse.

Secondary virginity begins with a
repentant heart and the sacrament of
reconciliation. Healing requires chang-
ing one's thoughts, activities, and some-
times the people one associates with
who do not value chastity. New friends
who share one's values are an essential
asset, as is a strong prayer life.

In the spirit of Evangelium Vitae,
here are some steps parishes might take
to strengthen family life, particularly
with respect to chastity for both married
and single,

1. Make NFP an integral and required
part of marriage preparation so that cou-
ples have the opportunity to understand
this beautiful gift to marriage.

2. Make sure all teachers of religious
education are properly formed in the
area of chastity.

3, Offer a one-day retreat for junior
high students to reflect on the sanctity
of life and chastity,

4, Provide a family workshop on the
topic of chastity.

(Fuller is executive director of North-
west Family Services, Portland, Ore., and
is co-author of a new Catholic virtue and
chastity series entitled Project Genesis.)

hearts to know the truth
about him, about our human

nature, and the bond
between the human and the
divine. He made us to know
love.

What is love? It is no less
than our origin and our call-
ing: John Paul 11 writes,
“God created man in his own
image and likeness: calling
him to existence through
love, he called him at the
same time for fove! Wee /i 1
believé'God is love. Love 18,
first, a choice based on
knowledge.

Second, “Love, as a sin-
cere gift of self, is what
glves the life and freedom of
the person their truest mean-
ing" (EV, no. 96).

Third, permanence is
essential to love.

Fourth, love is life-giving.
“It is the presentation of
human life as a life of rela-
tionship, a gift of God, the
fruit and sign of his love"
(EV, no, B1),

To summarize, love is a
gift of self, a choice based
on knowledge; it is
permanent and life-giving.
In marriage, love can be
expressed in and through
the human body through
sexual intercourse,

All of these aspects of
love show that sexuality is a
body language properly
expressed only in marriage,
Outside of marriage, sex is a
lie. It is missing one or more
essential ingredients,

Chastity is often misun-
derstood to mean merely
abstinence, But chastity
means “the successful inte-
gration of sexuality within
the person and thus the
{nner unity of man in his
bodily and spiritual being."
1t is sexual self-control.
The cultivation of chastity
is essential for protecting
the gift of life (EV, no. 97).
Education for chastity is
education for authentic
love (EY, no, 97).

The church’s teaching on
sexuality is often dismissed
as impractical, The truth is
just the opposite. Chastity is
both freedom from harm and
freedom to live the truth. It
provides freedom from harm

We've Made Room for

A new era of care has begun at the new
St. Francis Women and Children’s Center

We've relocated the St. Francis Women and Children’s Center from

Beech Grove to our new South Campus.

It's a move that marks the beginning of a new era of care for mothers,
children and families in Indianapolis. And that continues a nearly century-
long St. Francis tradition of combining compassionate care with state-of-

the-art medicine.

The new Women and Children’s Center includes all of these services

in one convenient location:

» Labor & Delivery
» Neonatal Intensive Care

» Pediatrics

All St. Francis women and children’s services are now provided only
nytime at 865-5541 to arrange for a personal

new facilities, For more information about

at South Campus, Call us a
tour of our spacious, brand-

» Gynecological Services

» Breast Diagnostics

our full range of prenatal classes, call 865-5554.

Women & Children's Cénter
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CENTERS .

» Women's Health Services
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Commitments define our personal integrity and values

By Fr. W. Thomas Faucher

The priest, an old-before-his-time man
suffering from alcoholism, was sent to teach
philosophy in the seminary college.

There were rare moments of brilliance
left in him, and one came in response o
a question about how a person can know
who he is.

“You are a combination of all the things
you have committed yourself to,” he said,
“and the effort you put into living out those
commitments.”

He went on to show by example after
example how baptism, family, love,
dedication, marriage, good, bad, sin,
evil, life, and anything else fit into that
definition.

To understand what commitment is, it
helps to remember that it is of the human
being's essence 10 change, to become dif-
ferent each moment, each day, cach year.

The ideal, the hope, is that this change will

be improvement—personal growth rather
than disintegration. But whether we are
changing for the better or worse, We arc
changing.

Commitments arc what enable us to
change for the better.

We create our personalities by the choices

we make about who we will be—choices

revealed through our commitments—and by

the effort we put into fulfilling those com-
mitments.

There are many types of commitments

in life, about what to do in a particularly diffi- Part of my commitment to be a priest is to
There are commitments we choose (0 cult situation, the answer could be, “This  grow more and more asa pricst. 1 am
make. Our reputation in the eyes of others is action is consistent with my commit- required by that commitment to read, study,
established by living up to those com- ments.” Or it could be, “That action is pray, consult, seck guidance and come to
mitments, or not living up to them. inconsistent with my commitments.” understand the description of a priest in
People who go through the formalities of Consider these sifuations: church teaching and church law.
making commitments but don’t mean them « A married person should not abuse his or Sometimes that is easy, sometimes it is
or don't live up to them are often people her spouse. That is inconsistent with the difficult. But that is what I agreed to when |
who have a low sense of their own worth. commitment of matrimony. accepted ordination.
And people who commit themselves » An employee should not steal from the The same is true when dealing with an

to nothing are lost people. “I'm free, no

ties, no commitments, no obligations”
usually translates into “I'm very lonely
and very unhappy.”

The major commitments we are invited to
make are those that define who we are, such

as marriage, ordination, confirmation, par-
enthood, or career,
Thus, when a person asks “Who am 17"

Discussion Point

This Week’s Question

school and civic activities, and active

a miracle that never

Faith, family, friends offer support

How did a loss or disappointment become your gain?

wWe lost our son in a car accident on June 9, 1993,
In something so heartbreaking, it's difficult to find
something good, but we've continued with a strong
faith and a strong marriage, We've remained active in

We established a scholarship in our son's name.
We've also both experienced cancer. We've come (o
realize as never before that our family and friends and
our faith in God are the sustaining parts of our lives.”
(Ragan and Janell Nelson, Alexandria, La.)

“I remember praying on the way to the hospital, ‘If
you must take my father, Lord, please don't lct him
suffer,’ My father died very soon thereafter. Somehow
in realizing God had answered my prayer, although
not the way. that I would have preferred, 1 realized it's
God who's in control and that I can rest my faith in
him.” (Natalic Ghekiere, Chester, Mont.)

“Fifteen years ago, my husband died of cancer, During
ummnemyhlmwuﬁequmuyued.lwumpm;fot
hnwened.hltdudnsthisthnel

the answer is “I am a Roman Catholic,” or “1
am a parent,” or *I am a priest,” o “lam a
teacher,” etc.

If we change those commitments, it means
a foundational change in who we are,

Even the less fundamental commit-
ments | make are self-defining—such as,
“I am a Westerner” and “I am a writer.”
These aspects of my life could change
without totally reversing things, but
while I am committed to them, they tell
me who I am right now.

We seek out certain commitments, such
as marriage or ordination. Others are thrust
upon us, such as who our parents and sib-
lings are. In the latter instances, we must
make a decision to accept the commitment
of a relationship with these people and
determine what that relationship will be.
Most of the time it is fairly clear, such as
the norn that adult children take care of
aging parents.

The ability to fulfilla commitment
comes from personal integrity. It is not
always easy to live up to our commit-

ments, When a difficult time comes and cholces wo make aboul who we wiil be—
we are tempted not to fulfill a commit- chelces revealed through our commitments—
ment, what enables us to make the right and by the effort we put lnte fulfliling these
choice is integrity. This comes from commitments, The major commitments we are
knowing who we are due to the commit- {ayited to make are thesa fhal define who we
ments we have made. are, such as marriage, ordination, confirmation,

We develop integrity by habitually parenthood, or career.

i

living up to our commitments, We don't

rethink our commitments each day; we

make them and then live them out,
When we are faced with a question

company. That is inconsistent with the trust
in which an employee's commitment 10 a
job is held.

« A student should not cheat on an exam.
That is inconsistent with the commitment of

fulfill that commitment?”

commitments are what snable us to change for
the better, We create our personalities iy the

CNS plwi:zy Michael Hoyt (top)

aging parent, a spendthrift spouse or a
rebellious child. The question to ask is:
“What is my commitment here? How do |

11, habitually, we have lived by integrity,

Bill Wittman (right)

So commitment is a way we participate in
God's continuing creation, Our ability to
make commitments is among the most
splendid and awesome of God's gifts to the

being a student. we will be able to recognize the right thing human family.

Commitments do not guide us to see what to do or not do. ; (Father W. Thomas Faucher isa priest of
we should not doj they guide us to under: Commitment is sclf-defining. It is the the Diocese of Boise, Idaho, now on assign-
stand what we must do to grow, making of our personhood. ment in the Diocese of Baker, Ore.)

became close to others in similar situations through prayer
and dialogue, | was left without income or much insur-
ance or a job, It became my faith community, neighbor-
hood, friends, and family who filled my life and the lives
of my (four) children with kindness that helped me accept
he difficulties.” (Barbara Pawlak, Menillville, Ind.)

“When my father died, | moved in with my mother to
1ake care of her, and I had to give up my ministry (as a
residential child-care worker). But once I was here, the
local pastor approached me with an opportunity for pas-
toral ministry, It turns out that what | had considered a
deeplnsshnbwnmnsfmedimlol life-giving oppor-
unity.” (Sister Michele Fisher, CSFN, Hamburg, Pa.)

in our church,

Lend Us Your Voice

An upcoming edition asks: Do you think of your
family as having a tradition—oots that tell about the
kind of people you are? Explain briefly,

1f you would like to respond for possible publication,
write to “Faith Alive!” at 3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20017-1100. :

CNS photo by Carolyn McKeone
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Viewing with Arold/ James W. Arnold

‘Entertaining Angels’
profiles Dorothy Day

Now that the long awaited movie about
Dorothy Day has arrived, the reaction is
generally appreciative
but mixed. It's as if
you're dirt poor, and
your rich uncle says
he’s sending you one
i of his cars, and you
get the Ford instead of
the Ferrari.
? For many American
A‘ Catholics of this
quickly departing cen-
tury, Dorothy Day, the co-founder with
Peter Maurin of the Catholic Worker
Movement, is an icon, a sure confirmation
of the presence of grace and Christian
heroism in their lifetimes. To get a great
movie about her would be wonderful (and
to be honest, unlikely).

So we'll settle for one that is decent but
flawed. This is the Paulist production,
“Entertaining Angels/The Dorothy Day
Story,” with luminous 27-year-old Moira
Kelly in the title role. (She was cast as the
hero's unforgettable love in “Chaplin.”)

Produced by Paulist Father Ellwood
Kieser (“Romero”), “Angels” made its
world premiere in September in an
impressive showcase, the Toronto Film
Festival. It will be getting to local theaters
soon, hopefully with more saturation and
fewer detours and delays than “Romero.”

The film, scripted by John Wells (a key
creator of the “ER” TV series), is not a
biography but a dramatized overview of
Day's young adult years, roughly from
1920 to 1940. Tt falls into three sections:

» the “romantic radical” time in Green-

Recently reviewed by the USCC

Curdled

Extreme Measures

Last Man Standing

The Leopard Son

Surviving Picasso

2 Days in the Valley «...occovevee (0]
Al — general patronage; A1l — adults and adoles-

cents; A1l — adults; A-IV — adulss, with reservations;
0 — monlly offensive

Paulist priest recounts filming of Dorothy

By Mark Pattison, Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON—After making his
first feature film, “Romero,” Paulist Father
Ellwood “Bud"” Kieser thought that maybe
the making of his latest effort, “Dorothy
Day,” might be easier.

It turned out that he didn’t get the star
he wanted, Or the writer he wanted. Or the
composer he wanted.

“But God was always able to show me
that my second choice was better than my
first,” said Father Kieser, whose ministry
with Paulist Productions includes work as
the producer of both movies.

His hoped-for star to portray the
Catholic Worker Movement's co-founder
was Michelle Pfeiffer. He had trumpeted
that choice nearly from the time he vowed
he would make the biographical drama.

“1 don't know. Michelle personally, but I
know her husband,” Father Kieser told
Catholic News Service. He was hoping the
friendship would be enough to get Pfeiffer
to forgo her usual multimillion-dollar pay
and star in a movie budgeted at $4.2 mil-
lion, including $220,000 supplied by a
Catholic Communication Campaign grant.

But Pfeiffer said no. Instead, he lined up

wich Village, where Dorothy and her left-
ist literary and journalist friends hoped to
save the world but mostly (according to
the film), drank a lot, waxed poetic about
life's cruelties, and got into tangled per-
sonal relationships.

« her “retreat” years on the softly photo-
genic Staten Island (Raritan Bay) beach,
where she wrote, loved Forster Batterham
(Lenny Von Dohlen), had a child, and left
Forster to enter the church.

« the 1930s in New York, covering the
impact of the eccentric but irrepressible
Maurin (Martin Sheen), the founding of
the Catholic Worker and its hospitality
houses with reactions by the public and
the official church, and her “dark night of
the soul” when a staff revolt forced a cli-
mactic choice between journalism and
serving the poor.

Unless you're making a miniseries, you
can’t include everything from a life as
active and packed as Day's. But while
“Angels" takes care to include an early
abortion, it obviously leaves out (except
for a line here and there) a whole moun-
tain range of stuff. The deep political and
religious ferment of the times can only be
suggested, not to mention the activism for
labor and fundamental social change, that
Day most stood for.

Father Kieser and his TV-based
director Michael Ray Rhodes (the Jason
Robards-Jane Seymour “Heidi,” the
pilot for “Christy") are devoted Day
admirers and must know thils better than
we do. They decided not to make a
decply Catholic.or political-intellectual
film, which would be the best possible
movie of the young Dorothy Day.
Instead, they created the best possible
film to introduce Day to the difficult
audiences of the 1990s.

So we have a feisty and admirable
young woman dealing with antagonistic
and self-centered males, enduring sacri-
fice and doing good, stubbornly battling
for the poor and homeless.

The irony is that Day comes across as
foremost an heroic caregiver, who begins
opening her doors to a few of the sick and
desperate, and then giving her life to
them. As many still breathing admirers
well know, and as it’s easy to learn from
her autobiography, “The Long Loneli-

Moira Kelly, an Irish-born Catholic. More
movie audiences have heard her than seen
her, She was the voice of Nala in *The
Lion King." She also starred in “With
Honors,” “The Cutting Edge,"” and in two
roles in “Chaplin."

“Moira is a believer, and she acted this
part from her heart,” Father Kieser said.
“That's why she gave the superlative per-
formance we see in this film. Moira will
be a major star after this picture.”

He didn’t name his first choices for
writer or composer, but for writer the
priest landed John Wells, co-creator of
NBC's smash medical drama “ER." The
movie's composer is Bill Conti, best
known for his stirring scores from the
“Rocky"” movie series.

“John Wells' father, incidentally, is an
Episcopalian priest,” Father Kieser said,
“and John is quite a holy man in his own
right.”

Conti “composes the music from the
place in his heart where he believes,"” the
priest said.

Two-time Oscar nominee Melinda Dil-
lon portrays Sister Aloysius, who be-
friended a young Dorothy. Martin Sheen
stars as Peter Maurin, Day's mentor, and
Brian Keith is cast as the archbishop of

CNS photo f.mm Paulist Pictures

Actress Molra Kelly (right) stars as Cathollc activist Dorothy Day and actor Martin Sheen (lef0) Is
cast as Peter Maurin In the Paulist Pictures production “Entertaining Angels: The Dorothy Day
Story.” Day co-founded the Cathollc Worker Movement with Maurin.

ness,” this was only a fraction of her mis-
sion. The Catholic Worker was the vital
brain and heart of Catholic social action
and idealism for a generation.

Much of what it decides to do,
“Angels" does with skill. Kelly has
beauty to burn, and burns strength and
vulnerability, as well as suggesting a
complexity that allows her to carry the
film with an elan required of movie
heroines of this era. She and Sheen are
especially poignant in nailing the Day-
Maurin relationship, and Sheen (doing
Maurin in an exuberant French aceent)
may be the most convincing, {ikable.
(and difficult) movie holy man since
Ben Kingsley’s “Gandhi.” g

Dorothy's early affairs, and her love for
Forster and their daughter, Tamar, are
treated with deft sensitivity, although the
boozy Village radicals, atheists and Reds
are victims of some stereotyping. (A nota-
ble exception is Paul Licber's Mike Gold,
who is allowed a wry final judgment on
Dorothy. “We communists talk about
helping the poor,” he says, “but you've
actually done it . . . made the world a little
better for those who hurt the most. Not
bad for a Catholic!”)

Typical of the film's weaknesses is its
treatment of Dorothy’s Hound of Heaven
relationship with God. Here is a woman,

New York, with whom Dorothy has her
share of run-ins.

The director is Michael Rhodes, who
also directed “Romero.”

“Dorothy Day" looks at its subject's life
during a 20-yéar span from 1917 to 1937.
“That's when Dorothy makes all her big
decisions,” Father Kieser said.

He said the movie is broken into four
parts, In the first part, Dorothy, in New
York, has an abortion. The second part has
Dorothy relocating to Staten Island, where
she finds God, has a child with her com-
mon-law husband, and decides 1o raise the
child as a Catholic.

In the third segment, Dorothy co-founds
the Catholic Worker with Maurin, The
Catholic Worker Movement espouses vol-
untary poverty and service in the midst of
the poor. :

The final part details Dorothy’s “dark
night of the soul,” Father Kieser said,
swhere she pays the price for that kind of
lifestyle.”

“Serving the poor is not easy, and this
film does not romanticize the poor,” he
said, “Being celibate involves a price. Be-
ing poor yourself involves a price. Being
nonviolent in the face of violent conflict
has a price. All this happened to her.”

God-haunted by age 15, who searched for
and found God in every niche, on every
street corner, and was converted as much
by Russian novels as anything. Yet here
she just seems to wander into a Staten
Island church and watches a young nun
serving the poor. Or all people, Dorothy is
made to say to an image of Christ: “You
really sneak up on a person, don’t you?"
Writer Wells falls back on trite movie
images of prayer such as making the
heroine talk to statues in emply church-
es. On the plus side, the attacks on Day

by hier coplemporaries Are trealed hon-

estly, and the conservative hierarchy is
compositely represented in a nicely
played fictional scene in which a cardi-
nal (Brian Keith) tells her she's threat-
ening people and “embarrassing the
church.” Unfortunately, there is no
sense in the film of how many priests
and religious idolized her and found
their ministries re-invigorated.

You can be sure that enough of
Dorothy’s spirit glows off the screen 10
inspire some to discover her again, Whata
world it was then, what a time for heroes,

(A vital fragment of American Catholic
history, respectably told, recommended
for youth and adults.)

USCC classification: A-l, adults and
adolescents.

Day biography

The priest said he knew Dorothy Day
personally, having been in Rome with her
for the fourth session of the Second
Vatican Council.

He said Dorothy Day was “a feisty,
street-smart, American version of Mother
Teresa, but one who has had affairs and an
abortion,"”

Her story “gives people an experience
of God's presence in the situation," he
said, “It tweaks nerves in American soci-
ety. It is about women's rights, it is about
dignity, it is about fulfillment."

Day's story focuses on “the need for
God,” Father Kieser said. “It is about abor.
tion, it is about single parenting, it is about
lay ministry, it is about the homeless, il is
about finding God in the poor, it is about
commitment and sexuality."

Post-production work on the film
wrapped up in September of 1995, The
movie made its world premiere at the
Toronto Film Festival last month.

Looking ahead, Father Kieser sald Paul-
ist Productions is working on a cable
series on New Testament characters and a
series on Jesus for the third millennium,
and also may produce a film on (Blessed)
Damien of Molokai, the famed “leper
priest” of the late 19th century.
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Twenty-8eventh Sunday In Ordinary Timedsgr. Owen E Campion

The Sunday Readings’

Sunday, Oct. 6, 1996

o [saiah 5:1-7
* Philippians 4:6-9
» Matthew 21:33-43

The Book of Isaiah is the source of this
weekend's first reading. Isaiah the prophet
. lived about 700 ycars
. before Christ. At the
time, the Hebrew peo-
ple were divided into
two kingdoms, In the
south was the
Kingdom of Judah, in
which Isaiah lived.
Jerusalem was the cap-
ital, In the north, in an
arca generally now
occupled by the territory often mentioned
in current news reports as the “West
Bank," was the kingdom of Israel.

Judging from his writings, Isaiah was a
person of education and sophistication.
His Hebrew is excellent. Also, scemingly,
he had access to the royal court and to the
decision-makers of his time and place.

While Isaiah may have had such access,
he did not always make an impression upon
the influential and the powerful. He
bemoans the fact that the people were care-
less in their religious practice, and that the
leaders of the land were by no means atten-
tive to their primary obligation, to support
the law of God in the society.

His words are always cloquent and
straightforward. His imagery is magnifi-
cent. In this reading he compares the king-
dom to a vineyard. God owns the vineyard.
God created the vineyard, and it was mag-
nificent. However, instead of yielding
sweel, fettile griipés, {he Vil ai‘ds_b(ougul
forwat Wild gfdfies) sotlf an b fitud lse.

1salah'fhen‘procéeds fo wam. The wild
grapes will be trampled underfoot, The
wild grapes, of course, are sinful people.

St! Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians pro-
vides the second reading,

Philippi was an ancient Greek city in the
first century. Its name derived from the

My Journey to God S
Indian Summer in Indiana

God paints with a bnish iur’ge enough

to do sunsets and with one fine enough
to do autumn leaves. He's awfully good

o 12 Y B Frosied o foggy hues trnsfgure the
Ot niatap b s biematonlly eSS, g, s i,

recognized for Is'a short drive from my
“home. It's a little longer getting there by
“bicycle. When you pedal, you get to
drink in and thus appreciate so much
more of the artist's work.

God was very generous to Brown
County, Indiana: Beautiful autumn leaves

of pigments. Orange pumpkins, Yellowing
com stalks. (Black bike tires that are flat!)
Cobalt skics. Green pines. Greener grass-

sizes, Sunsets streaked across a sky

before a yista that has a glorious panorama
forbackdrop,

The Pharisces asked for miracles, We
ask for them too, don't we?

in the home runs and minutiae of our
lives. He'll sometimes present himself
 without being asked, but don'tyou
‘appreclale it 5o much more when you
are invlied 0. party
want lo be wanied, Is God any different?
 Butoftentimes we fake for granted
- much of what God gives us. Pity.

Macedonian king who was Alexander the
Great's father, In the first century it was an
important crossroads in the Roman Empire
and a considerable military encampment.
Philippi also was the site of a Christian
congregation. The Epistle to the Philip-
pians in this reading calls Christians to
focus upon their discipleship. Paul urges
the followers of the Lord to think of noth-
ing else but their Christian vocation.

St. Matthew'’s Gospel presents the para-
ble of the vineyard. Vineyards were com-
mon sights in Palestine in the Lord's time,
s0 this parable would have been built
around very familiar images.

It is important to note that the vine-
yard belongs to the Lord. Tenants, not
owners, occupy the land, These tenants
are unworthy. They reject the owner's
messengers, and finally reject the
owner's own son.

The vineyard is the land, The tenants
are the Chosen People. The messengers
are the prophets. The son, of course, is
Jesus, the Son of God.

Reflection

For weeks, the church has spoken in
weekend readings of discipleship. This
weekend it repeats a theme alrcady heard,
with something of a different emphasis,

The church already has reminded
Christians that God has called them. He
has revealed to them the very essence
and purpose of life. Today, as warning,
the church uses the words of Isaiah and
of Matthew's Gospel to remind us that
we do not own life, nor the surround-
ings in which we live. All belongs to
God the Creator. We merely are tenants.

UiWhile we are called, our salvation is
not Aslited tnless We tatify odr call by
our firm and committed response,

How can we avoid pitfalls? Tempta-
tions await us, but the Lord's strength will
sustain us if we follow Paul's advice and
place all our trust in the Lord Jesus, and if

we make the Lord the one standard for all

our decisions and our actions,

Auturmn leaves and sunsets canbe

like that. So are a lot of other gifts from
_ God. It's Indian summer fn Indiana.

. just about every
e Some you can’t,

apple, pumpkin ,
‘color you can i
justyet.

Dally Readings

Monday, Oct. 7

Our Lady of the Rosary
Galatians 1:6-12
Psalm 111:1-2,7-10
Luke 10:25-37

Tuesday, Oct. 8
Galatians 1:13-24
Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15
Luke 10:38-42

Wednesday, Oct. 9

Denis, bishop and martyr
and companions, martyrs
John Leonardi, presbyter
and religious founder
Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14
Psalm 117:1-2

Luke 11:1-4

The Catholic World of Yesterday

Thursday, Oct. 10
Galatians 3:1-5

(Response) Luke 1:69-75
Luke 11:5-13

Friday, Oct. 11
Galatians 3:7-14
Psalm 111:1-6
Luke 11:15-26

Saturday, Oct. 12
Galatians 3:22-29
Psalm 105:2-7
Luke 11:27-28

Sunday, Oct. 13

Isaiah 25:6-10a

Psalm 23:1-6

Phillppians 4:12-14, 19-20
Matthew 22:1-14 or
Matthew 22:1-10

Confession, First Friday
obligation were revered
by Catholics of all ages

splashed across hillsides from a palette full

es. A muted rainbow of mums. Yellow,
red, green and brown leaves . . . different

that soften as Mass is celebrated outdoors

God wants us to ask hlm.Hcilopk-  quilay
ing for the invitation 1o involve himself  County.
y

or wherever? We

God created carth and sunsets and
“autumn even before he created us,

While we are why be gave/senthis

 son Jesus Christ fo earth, first he
made the earth and all that s in'it, He

turned it over to us to be stewards and.

appreciators of bis artistry
Remember: God made it and gave
it to us. He reminds us, sometimes
subtly and sometimes in startling
ways, that this earth is his gift to us,
his children. He gave us, 100, his only

_ begolten son Jesus that we might bet-
~ ter appreciate this world . .. and the
~one which follows. Miraculous giftsl.

-Thanks, Oﬁ:hf@ﬂg“ﬂ“!"

most -

=1

“.'-pn) ’
to see it, and to see the light. Thank y
and for your p :

~ foryourgl

 youhave planned forus. Thankyou,
~ God, for color and the eyes you give us

By Winlired Pushor
Fifth la  sorles
'''7x1 the church of yesterday, the sacra-
ment of confession—especially for a

ial school child—was a routine part
of life. Confessions were scheduled ona
shifting basis for the various grades.

Although it was not a church law, con-
fession and Communion were compan-
{ons of a sort. Going to Communion
required a soul free from sin, and although
this meant mortal sin, most communicants
felt unworthy if they had not been to con-
fession before receiving Communion.

The ritual of confession was drilled
into the children, who learned upon
entering the confessional to say, “Bless
me, Father, for I have sinned. My last
confession was 4

Getting the time interval correct was
very important since it helped me figure
ouf how many times I had transgressed.
All it took was a little arithmetic to arrive
at how many times I had fought with my
brother, and thus to confess accurately.

The examination of conscience was
carried out by checking a list of sins
based on the Ten Commandments. The
sixth and ninth commandments, with
admonishments not to commit adultery
or to covel another man's wife, were not
explained to the children,

The nuns, however, did caution
against “impure thoughts.” | wondered a
great deal about what these thoughts
might be, but I was afraid to ask, so |
never confessed to any,

Because entire congregations went to
confession regularly, I'assoclate the sacra-
ment of penance with waiting in long
lines for a turn to enter the confessional.
Adults often chose their confessor by the
length of the lines. The priest whose lines
crept at a snail's pace led penitents to
switch to another line much as we do
today at the check-out counter in a store.

If the practice of confession contin-
ued today as in the past, the lincs at the
confessional would stretch to infinity
because of the fewer number of priests.

People who took an especially long
time in the confessional risked establish-
ing a reputation as big sinners.

My mother was not adverse lo com-
menting on those women who took up

too much of the priest's time. These
women were, no doubt, poor souls who
had many problems, psychological and
otherwise, and had no place to turn, For
many women, the confessional took the
place of the psychiatrist’s couch.

A monthly confession of importance
was the one before First Friday, On First
Friday, all of the students went to
Communion and the start of school was
delayed in order to have breakfast because
Communion required abstinence from
food and drink from midnight on.

The practice of First Friday stemmed
from the promises made to St. Margaret
Mary by the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who |
told her that anyone who received Com-
munion and said prayers to the Sacred
Heart for nine consecutive First Fridays
would receive many blessings and
would not die without the presence of
a priest to administer the Last
Sacraments.

One of the most traumatic experi-
ences of my grade school days occurred
early in the morning when [ was getting
ready for my last First Friday, having
received Communion the previous eight
consecutive months. I was about 1o have
the assurance of a happy death if it had
not been for a piece of coconut.

As 1 was packing a breakfast, which
included one of the cupcakes my mother
had baked, I accidentally ate a piece of
the coconut and broke my fast.

When I realized what I had done, |
was devastated. 1 couldn't go to
Communion and my First Fridays were
for naught, I lost heart and to this day
have not completed nine First Fridays.

This episode illustrates how seriously
we took the precepts and rules of the
church and of how often we carried
them to ridiculous extremes.

Despite this, many of the practices
were a comfort because we believed in
them. Even confession filled a need: the
need to check up on our lives and face
our shortcomings.

Once I left the confessional, having
faced and admitted my transgressions, 1
experienced a euphoria, almost a high.
However, I don’t know how much of
this “high” was spiritual and how much
was a feeling of relief because it was
over and done with once more.
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The Criterion welcomes announcements for The Active List
of parish and church-related activities open (o the public.
Please keep them brief, listing event, sponsor, date, time
and location. No announcements will be taken by tele-
phone. No pictures, please. Notices must be in our offices
by 10 a.m. Monday the week of publication. Hand deliver
or mail to: The Criterion, The Active List, 1400 N. Meri-
dian St., P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind., 46206.

October 4

A pro-life rosary will be prayed
every Friday morning at 10 a.m,
in front of Affiliated Women's

Services, Inc., 2215 Distributors

Dr. Everyone is welcome,

St. Lawrence Church, Indiana-
polis, will have adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in the chapel
every Friday from 7 a.m,-5:30
p.m. Mass. Benediction will be
before Mass, Everyone is wel-
come.

St. Susanna Church, Main St.,
Plainfield, will hold adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament from
8 a.m.-7 p.m, every Friday. All
are welcome,

St, Thomas Parish, Fortville,
will hold a eucharistic renewal
beginning with Mass at 6:30
p.m. All are welcome.

The Catholic Charismatic
Renewal of Central Indiana will
hold a Mass, healing service,
and teaching at St, Mark
Church, 535 E. Edgewood Ave,
Indianapolis. “The Power of
Praise” by Len Bielski will
begin at 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 317-927-6900.

St, Mary Parish, New Albany,
will hold eucharistic adoration
from 9 p.m.-1 a.m. in reparation
and devotion to the hearts of
Jesus and Mary. The ramp door
of the church will be open.

Sacred Heart Parish, Indiana-
polis, will hold exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament starting with

the 8 a.m. Mass and ending with

Benediction at 5:15 p.m. All are
welcome.

5. Peter and Paul Cathedral's
Council and Court #191 of the
Knights of Peter Claver and
Ladies’ Auxiliary will sponsor
the First Friday Rosary at 5:15
p.m. in the chapel at 1347 N,
Meridian St.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

School, New Albany, will hold its

first annual golf scramble al
Fuzzy Zoeller's covered bridge
golf course starting at 1:30 p.m.

with a cook-out and reception fol-

lowing. Proceeds to benefit the
school building fund. For more
information, call 812-944-1089,

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
5333 E. Washington St.,
Indianapolis, will hold a First

Friday Sacred Heart devotion of

prayer, Eucharist, and rosary
from 7-8 p.m. All are welcome.

October 4-6

CYO Camp Rancho Framasa
will hold a family camping
weekend starting with check-in
on Friday at 5 p.m, and ending
on Sunday before 4 pm, A
weekend of recreational activi-
ties, food, celebration of Mass,
hiking and campfires will be
featurcd. For more information
and application, call 31 7-632-
9311, Fee is $50 per adult, $40
per child, 5 and under free, o
$180 per family.

Qctober 5

Holy Angels Parish, 740 W,
28th St., Indianapolis, will hold
exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament from 11 a.m.-noon.

St. Philip Neri Parish, Indiana-
polis, will hold a card party
from 7-10 p.m.

Apostolate of Fatima will hold a
holy hour at 2 p,m. in the Little
Flower Chapel, 13th and Bosart,
Indianapolis. For more informa-
tion, call Lena Peoni at 317
784-9757.

October 6

S1. Anthony Parish, 379 N.
Warman Ave., Indianapolis will
hold its third annual Police and
Fircfighters Appreciation Day
starting with 11 am. Mass fol-
jowed by a brunch in Ryan
Hall, Police and firefighters and
their families in the area are
invited to attend.

Announcing

Richmond, Indiana

— Raffle —

-

A 50/50 Raffle
to raise funds
for the repair

of the
exterior stonework!

Groups! Organizations! Individuals!
Only 500 Certificates will be offered!
Each selling for $100.

Certificate holders will have the chance of being
the winner of half of the total sales.

Up to $25,000

The remaining proceeds will directly benefit the
exterior stonework restoration of St. Andrew

Certificates will be offered beginning
October 1st through November 29th,
Drawing will be held on November 30th,
St. Andrew's Feast Day.

For more information contact:
Richmond Catholic Community Office

1. Patrick Parish, Terre Haute,
will meet for the Life Chain at the
Vigo County Courthouse starting
at2 p.m. and ending at 3:30 p.m.
For more information, call Rick
Mascari at 812-466-75%.

Holy Family Church, Oldenburg,
will hold a fall festival starting at
10 a.m. Dinners, crafts, and bak-
ery items will be featured.

Holy Cross Parish, St. Croix,
will hold a fall festival starting
at 11 a.m, Food, games, country
store, raffles and fun for the
family will be featured.

The archdiocesan Senior Com-
panion Program will hold its 4th
annual “Archrivals” fund raiser
from 3-6:30 p.m. at Archrival's
Steaks and Spirits, 8916 S.
Meridian St., Indianapolis.
Dinner tickets are $20 and may
be obtained by calling 317-236-
1565, Prizes of trips, sporting
events, and hotel packages will
be raffled at $3 per ticketor 2
tickets for $5.

51, Joe Hill Parish, St. Joseph
Hill, will hold a fall festival
starting at 11 a.m. featuring
turkey shoot, dinners, quilts,
and bingo, For more informa-
tion, call 812-246-2512.

St. Mary Rexville Schocnstatt,
will hold a Field Mass at 10 am.
EST with Fathers Langsch,
Schaedel, and Berwinkel as cele-
brants, A rosary procession with
Sister Anne Asicl and a blessing
of the site for the daughter shrine
will be celebrated. A picnic lunch
will be provided. Please bring
chairs. For more information, call
812-289-3551, The center is
located .8 mi. cast of U.S, 421

I | south of Versailles,

§t, Lawrence Church, 4650 N
Shadeland Ave., Indianapolis,
will have adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in the chapel
every Sunday from 1-5 p.m.
Everyone is welcome.

51, Patrick Church, Indianapolis,
will have two Masses in Spanish
a1 11 a.m. and 6:15 p.m.

§1, Gabriel Church, Indianapo-
Jis, will have a Mass with a sign
language inlerpreter at 11am

S1. Mary Church, 317 N. New
Jersey, St., Indianapolis, will
have & Mass in Spanish at 1:15
p.m.
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§1. Athanasius Byzantine
Catholic Church, 1117 Blaine
St., Indianapolis, (formerly
Assumption Church) will offer
a Mass in Spanish at 4 p.m.

St, Nicholas Church, Sunman,
will S.A.C.R.E.D. meeting at
7:30 a.m.

.

Pope John Elementary School,
Madison, will hold its annual
Pope John Bazaar from 11 am.-
3 p.m. outside the school,
Turkey dinners, games, crafts,
book sale, yard sale, raffles, and
baked goods will be featured.

St. Patrick Parish,
Indianapolis, grade school
alumni will meet with former
classmates beginning with
§:45 a.m, Mass followed by
refreshments in the school

auditorium, All former St.
Patrick schoolmates are wel-
come.

St, Christopher Parish, Indiana-
polis, Singles and Friends will
hold a peer faith sharing
evening in the Annex after the
5:30 p.m. Mass. All are wel-
come, For more information,
call John at 317-630-4331.

.

st, Jude Parish, 5353 McFar-
land Rd., Indianapolis, will hold
a groundbreaking prayer service
for their new church beginning
at 5 p.m. All parishioners, for-
mer members, and friends are
invited to attend:

October 7

‘Beech Grove Benedictine
Center will hold a four-week

—S$08 ACTIVE LIST, page 27
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% Ethnic Ex:o Festival

October 11, 12 and 13
Downtown Columbus, Indiana

Ethnlc food, music and dancing,
International exhibits and bazaar,
parade, Volksmarch, kids’ activi-
ties, kite fly and fireworks!

Speclal host: Western Slavic Nations

Fireworks Saturday
at 7:30 p.m. downfown!
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317-962-3902
240 South 6th St., Richmond, IN 47374

Fri.
COLUMBUS, INDIANA  sat.
INFO: 800-468-6564

Sp.m. - 11p.m.
11a.m = 9p.m.
(Parade begins ot 11)
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FREE ADMISSION (Mite Fly ut noon at Clifty Park)
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I'he Active List, o

introductory workshop on cen-
tering prayer from 7-9 p.m.
using Father Thomas Keating's
“Open Mind, Open Heart." Fee
for advance registration of all
four sessions is $50 or $15 at
the door each week, For more
information, call 317-788-7581.

St. John Church, 126 W. Geor-
gia St., Indianapolis, will hosta
Catholic home schooling event
starting with the rosary at 7:10
p.m. followed by Mass with cel-
cbrant Father Al Lauer giving
the homily. For more informa-
tion, call Sean or Julic Cunt at
317-351-2888,

October 8

Marian College, Indianapolis,
will hold a mature living semi-
nar titled “Inter-generational
Communication” with Lisa
Ehrmann from 10 a.m.-noon in
Room 251 of Marian Hall. For
more information, call 317-929-
0123. Fee is $3 per session of
$20 for the series,

Our Lady of the Greenwood
Marian Prayer Group will meet
in the chapel at 7 p.m, to pray
the rosary and the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy. All are welcome.

The Ave Maria Guild will meet
at 10:30 a.m, at St. Paul
Hermitage, Beech Grove, Re-
freshments will be served fol-
lowed by a business meeting.

October 9

Al Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church a Marian cenacle will
meet 1o pray the rosary every
Wednesday from 1-2:15 p.m.
The church is located al 57th
and Central Ave., Indidnispolis.
All are welcome,

ontimed from page 20

October 10

The 5t. Vincent Hospital Guild,
Indianapolis, will hold a new
members recognition reception
tea at the Governor's residence
from 2-6 p.m, For more infor-
mation, call Josephine Bryant at
317-253-2864.

.

St. Christopher Parish,
Indianapolis, Singles and
Friends will celebrate October
birthdays with dinner at
Bazbeaux Pizza in Broad Ripple
at 7 p.m. To make reservations,
call Karen at 317-271-5639,

Jon Stemkoski's Celebrant
Singers and Orchestra, an intema-
tionally-known Christian singing
group, will present a concert at
St. Simon Church, 8400 Roy Rd.,
Indianapolis at 7 p.m. No admis-
sion charge. Sign language for
the hearing impaired. For more’
information, call Patty Keen at
317-897-0881.

October 11

St. Roch Parish, Indianapolis,
Youth Athletic Board will hosta
Monte Carlo from 7 p.m.-mid-
night in the school cafeteria, 3600
S. Meridian St. Proceeds to bene-
fit the youth athletic program.

St Patrick Parish, 19th and
Poplar, Terre Haute, will pre-
sent Kristin Taylor in concert at
7 p.m. The concert is free but a
free will offering will be taken.
Tina Wautelet and the St.
Benedict Church quartet will
also be featured.

October 11 and 12

St. Mary of the Woods College
will hold a two-day workshop,
“The Power of Publishing” 1o
high school women interested in
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journalism, creative writing and
the latest techniques in publish-
ing. Fee Is $20. For more
information and registration, call
Jackie Fischer at 812-535-5105,

October 11-13

CYO0 Camp Rancho Framasa,
Nashville, will hold a fall week-
end camp for ages 7-15 with
activities including campfires,
pumpkin carving, Halloween
Ranchfest, Mass, and games.
Fee is $65 per camper, For reg-
istration and more information,
call 317-632-9311.

October 12

St, Christopher Parish, Indian-
apolis, Singles and Fricnds
will meet for the 9 a.m, Mass
followed by a trip to the
Covered Bridge Festival. For
more information, call Linda
at 317.297-2257.

.

St. Malachy Women's Club
second annual luncheon and
fashion show will be held in
Noll Hall, 326 N. Green St.,
Brownsburg, starting at 11'a.m.
Cost is $20. For rescrvations
and more information, call 317-
852-5910.

Holy Angels Parish, 740 W.

Buy or lease your new auto no
become pre-approved prior to

Call our Member Services Phone
1-800-556-9268, Ext. 741 or

28th St., Indianapolis, will hold
exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament from 11 a.m.-noon.

Sacred Heart Parish, 1530
Union St., Indianapolis, will
sponsor a rummage sale in the
parish hall from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
All are welcome.

October 13

St. Patrick Parish, Indian-
apolis, will hold a Latin

(Tridentine) Mass at 1:30 p.m,
All are welcome.,

e

The Beech Grove Benedictine
Center, 1402 Southern Ave.,
will hold a family gathering
every second Sunday of the
month for families to grow and
have fun together in a safe envi-
ronment from 2-6 p.m. Fee is $5
for ages 12 and under and $10
for ages 13 and over. For more

information and registration,
call 317-788-7581.

October 13-19

Beech Grove Benedictine
Center, 1402 Southern Ave.,
will hold a women's directed
retreat beginning at 4 p.m. on
Sunday through 2 p.m. on
Saturday. The fec is $350 witha
non-refundable deposit of $70
due upon registration, For more
information and to register, call
317-788-7581.

>
Cast Your Vote!
Supp:uhepmydyu-dmuby-umnmm-;
patriotic slide-bracelets and pins! Both Democratic and
Republican pins and stide-bracelets are sccented with blue
and red enamel and are B il
You may “vote™ for onc of you may opi for & “splt ticket™
and choose any combination! The pins are unisex with the
Jetter D of R on them. The slide-bracelets are 87 long with
either D or R on them.

Pins: $10.95 each  Slide Bracelets: $12.95 each

P.0. Box 199147 * Indianapolis, IN 46219
317-352-9266 * TOLL FREE 1-800-905-1132

ilable in goldtone of

(Please aliow 2. weeks for delivery)

Sharon’s Gifts

Qty. Pin(s)

O Visa O Master Card #

State t DP-Democrat Fia RP-Republican Pia nB-|
Slide-Bracelet(s) Color (S or G) Total Price

$ S

Democrat Bracelet RB-Republican Bracelet State § or G Jor color. Flease send me1
Pina: $10.95 ench  Slide-Brocelets: $1195 ench
Check or monty erder lotal enclosed

Signature

Exp. Date

Name

LMdrul. City, State, Zip

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING
APARTMENTS AS WELL AS A 59-BED

HEALTHCARE CENTER
LOCATED ON ONE CAMPUS

Westside Village is 2 miles west
on 10th Street from the 10th
Street exit off 1-465 west.

Name

O Yes! P
or obligation.
Westside Retirement Village
8616 West Tenth Street, Indlanapolis, Indiana 46234

“Your best choice”

Address

Clty

State

Phone

The 1996 INDIANA Federal

40th Anniversary

Auto Sale

9 Area Dealers
12 Different Makesl

me-‘59°\ Hundreds of Vehicles
All At One Location!

Become Pre-Approved
Prior to the Sale!

w and enjoy no payments until January 1997. Simply
the sale to qualify for the deferred-payment speciall

Center for more information!
(317) 248-8556, Ext. 741




By Mary Ann Wyand

“[ hope everybody will help make the
Life Chain a success,” Cardinal Ritter
High School freshman David Osborne
of Indianapolis said as he counted signs
for the Oct. 6 pro-life prayer vigil in
Indianapolis.

David was one of five Ritter students
who stayed after school on Sept. 2610
help Life Chain organizers count and
distribute thousands of signs with mes-
sages like “Abortion Kills Children,”
“Lord Forgive Us and Our Nation,”
“Adoption: The Loving Option" and
“Jesus Forgives and Heals.”

The ecumenical anti-abortion event for
people of all ages begins at 2:30 p.m. on
Respect Life Sunday along Meridian
Street north from Ninth Street and east
and west on 38th Street in Indianapolis.

“In theology we talked about abortion,”
David said, “It’s sad.”

David said he plans to hold a sign that
says "Lord, Forgive Us and Our Nation”
during the Life Chain on Sunday.

Cardinal Ritter juniors Katie Hart from
51, Malachy Parish in Brownsburg and
Andrea Fetla from St. Anthony Parish in
Indianapolis helped count Life Chain
signs as they talked about their participa-
tion in the 1996 *March for Life" in
Washington, D.C. last January and why
they believe abortion is wrong.

“] want to go back to Washington for
the march next January,” Katie said.
“Abortion is morally wrong in any way,
shape or form.”

Katie said she is “very disappointed”
that the Senate did not override
President Clinton’s veto of the Partial-
birth Abortion Ban Act.
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Ritter students promote
Life Chain, life issues

“I'm disappointed because even though
the people speak out (against abortion)
we're not heard,” she said. “Most people
oppose partial-birth abortion,”

Two recent national polls found that 84
percent and 71 percent of Americans
oppose partial-birth abortion.

Katie said she believes the Senators
who failed to support the ban chose to
ignore their constituents’ stand on the pro-
cedure, which has been described as “one-
fifth abortion and four-fifths infanticide.”

«We talked about abortion procedures
in theology class for a long time,” Katie
said. “I think abortion hurts the woman
and also any children she may have later
if they know what she has done to anoth-
er child. I think it’s an action that is very
hard to forgive. I think it also must hurt
the doctors to perform abortions.”

A young woman who is considering
having an abortion needs to think about
Jong-term consequences, she said, and
how this decision will negatively affect
the rest of her life.

“[ just think they're only thinking about
themselves at the time,” she said, “and not
about the well-being of their child. They
can give the baby up for adoption, but
instead they choose a quick solution 50 no
one will find out about it."

Andrea said she is “very committed to
the pro-life movement” and “wouldn't
miss the Life Chain" this Sunday.

“I'm very disappointed in the govern-
ment at this point,” she said about the
Senate's failure to override the presidential
veto of the Partial-birth Abortion Ban Act.
“People think that they are making a dif-
ference when they vote, but some mem-
bers of the Senate do not listen to their
constituents or give them any thought
when they vote."

Photo by Mary Ann Wyand

Cardinal Ritter High School students David Osborne (trom left), Katle Harl, Sarah Pollard, Andrea
Folta, and Jennlter Vellkan count pro-iife signs for use In the Central indlana Life Chaln In

Indlanapolls on Respect Life Sunday.

While participating in the “March for
Life” last January, Andrea said she learned
“a lot more about abortion."

Andrea said she would encourage a
young woman who is contemplating an
abortion to consider the long-term effects
and also “how happy a child would make
her, even if she couldn't keep the child,
The sanctity and dignity of human life is
beyond compare to anything else.”

Ritter freshman Sarah Pollard of
Indianapolis said students in her English
class prayed last week that “the Senate
would be guided in the right decision” and
support the ban on partial-birth abortions.

“When our teacher told us exactly how
a doctor performs a partial-birth abortion,
the whole class just shuddered,” Sarah
said, “We didn't want to talk about it or
think about it because it's so horrible.”

Senior Jennifer Velikan of Indianapolis
said she has talked about abortion during
classes and alsoinformally with stiiclents;
and she believes abortion is wrong.”

“We watched a tape in theology class

where they showed the abortion procedure
using a vacuum,” Jennifer said. “You actu-

o receive & copy, by It class mail, please provide ihe following:

“Melodies ofMary” GREENBRIAR

Organist Rick Cucchi performs classics from the Marian repertoire!
This new recording utilizes the two magnificent  pipe organs
and grand piano at St. Veronica, Eastpointe, Michigan.

Serdeczna Matko, Ave Maria (Schubert), The Rosary,
Bring Flowers of the Rarest, An Ave Maria from the
Gregorian Chant genre, Immaculate Mary, On This Day

O Beautiful Mother sung by Rick & many other favorites!
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‘w‘. ) » Individual and group counseling » Information and referal

City State ___Zip services

Number of Tapes @314.00 each Total » Rehabilitation therapies » Nutritional counseling
o || Number of CDs @$1698 each  Total and support

e o L ekl e . Cosbd ) » Therapeutic recreation D Personal service
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REHABILITATION
i O i NS I ERR

8181 Harcourt Rd.
indlanapolls, IN 46260

Resident & Family Services Available:
) Specialized medical services
» 24-hour specialized nursing

P Pharmaceutical services
b Insurance benefit

[ Ruth Blanford

Licensed Esthetician

| Latest permanent
hair removal
program:

® non-invasive
® painless

® non-scarring,
non-pitting

American Hair Removal System
Call 846-3750

after 8 a.m. 7 days a week

Advertise in The Criteriom

Indianas Largest Weekly Newspaper
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Cathedral High School'
“A Night of One Acts” at 4 pm. and 7 p.m. on Oct, 6 in
the school auditorium at !

The four one-act plays 1o be performied are “Prime Time,”
“Once Upon a Playgrund,” “Next!" and *Any Body for Tea?"

Tickets are $3 and may
information, call Cathedral drama instructor Terry Fox at
317-542-1481,

ally see the baby being ripped apart and
sucked through the tube, That really
touched a lot of students. A lot of girls and
guys in my class were really upset.”

She said another pro-life videotape
showed a married couple enter an abortion
clinic and talk with a counselor.

%It was a husband and wife who had
decided for financial reasons they couldn't
have the child,” Jennifer said. “When it was
over, the husband was actually crying, and
he said, ‘Honey, I'don't think we should
have done it. This was a bad decision.’
Later we talked about the film at lunch. A
1ot of the guys and girls talked together, and
we couldn’t believe that the couple actually

went through with the abortion. It was a
really traumatic expericnce for the husband.
They probably will have marital problems
because of their decision.”

Jennifer said she believes “if a girl gets
pregnan, you should do everything you

gince bttt abortion is WIong,
des ifmyway T'don't think you
should abandon her, I think you should
still try and support her and help her
because she's going to need help.”

Fanlo
“But if sh

Agency sponsors
funds for service

Youth As Resources is offering funds for a new cycle
of community service projects in Marion County.

Monies are available for any not-for-profit youth
groups, church groups, or schools in Marion County to
develop volunteer community service programs or acti-
vities that address demonstrated needs.

Project applications are due by Oct. 18. For more infor-
mation or to request an application, call the Youth As
Resources office at 317-920-2560.

Grants are awarded for community service projects that
are planned, developed and implemented by youth with
adult assistance as guides or facilitat
sory board, which includes teen-agers, selects recipients,

ors. A 27-member advi-
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Cardinal Ritter High School's cheerleaders will spon-
sor a cheerleading clini
Oct. 12 at the Indianapo
school at 3360 W. 30th St.

The clinic is open to all arca girls in kindergarten
\ through the eighth grade,

includes a snack and a ticket to Cardinal Ritter's Home-
coming football game on Oct. 19, For more information,
call the school at 317-924-4333,

Grade school cheerleaders are invited to cheer with the
high school squad during Cardinal Ritter's Homecoming
Raiders cheerleaders won
the Chant Championship during a National Cheerleading
Association camp they attended last summer,

¢ from 8:30 a.m, until 1 p.m. on
lis West Deanery interparochial

Participation is $15 a person and

the Spirit Award and

t. . 0
s drama department will present

5225 W. 56th St. in Indianapolis.

be purchased at the door, For more




The Criterion Friday, October 4, 1996 Page 20

By Susan Blerman

They are not entertainers. They are
ministers.

“If 1 try to sing to you and entertain
you, I can't,” Denise Ardery, who sings
for the band “Just Friends,” said.

“But if you want me to minister to
you I can, because | step aside and let
him (God) do it," she added.

The band “Just Friends” consists of six
young adults. Jim Sullivan Jr. plays the
acoustic guitar; his sister, Denise Ardery
sings; Amy McClelland plays the keyboard;
Audrey Woods is the drummer; Paula Hood
is a singer; and Dana Augustine plays the
bass guitar, Band members McClelland,
Sullivan, Ardery, and Woods are parish-
joners at St. Monica in Indianapolis. Dana
Augustine is a parishioner at St. Mary in
Richmond and Paula Hood is a parishioner
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Carmel.

The group formed four years ago with
a common goal.

“Our goal is not based so much on how
the music sounds. Our goal is to get the peo-
ple involved in Mass,” Sullivan said.

The band members look at themselves
as music ministers.

“We think that we are instruments of
God by singing songs and letting people
hear what they hear and fecl what they
feel when they hear the music. That's a

The band Just Friends’ specializes in music ministry

lot of what music ministry is all about,”
McClelland, who has been with the
group for a year, said.

The group participates in Mass once a
month during the 6 o'clock Mass at St.
Moncia Parish. They have participated in
other special Masses in the past. Most
recently, was the Archdiocesan Youth Mass
Sept. 12 at the Indianapolis Convention
Center in Indianapolis. “Just Friends” is
available to participate in Masses, however
the group is not geared toward “performing”
at events that requires it to entertain,

“The big thing is ministry.” Sullivan said.
“We don't want to sit there and be this band
at a wedding reception, that’s just not what
we do, When we sing with our hearts we are
expecting something felt back.”

Members of the group find such satisfac-
tion through looking out at the congregation
during Mass and seeing the people getting
involved with singing during Mass, Sullivan
believes singing is the best way to pray,

“[ have always believed that when you
sing you pray twice,” Woods, who has been
a band member for a year, said.

Ardery recalls secing a lady in the congre-
gation during Mass close her eyes swaying

as she sang along with the band.
“I just knew God was touching her,"
she said.

The group attributes their success to their

r Jim Sullivan Sr., who is the father
of Jim Jr.,, and Ardery. The elder Sullivan is

Friends” are (In fronf) Amy
McClolland, (second row from

Photo by Susan Blerman
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8 p.m. Mass once a month. - B
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thankless job.” Sullhm Sr. offers tho band a

a member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

From 25 years of experience as a choir bit more than the technical support thitt they
director at his parish, Augustine said need to get the right sound. R
Sullivan has a real feeling of what a song “He tells us that we can practice as,
should feel like and what the emotional much as we can but in the end it's God
drive is and what makes it happen. When who is doing it,” McClelland said..
the group participates in Mass, Sullivan Sr. “He feels a definite commission from
stands behind the scenes mixing their voic- God that God has given us thesc talents and
they are to be given back,” Ardery added.

es. He does what the band refers to as “the
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Fall Admission Events

Annual Open House
Saturday, October 19, 1996 = Visit anytime from noon-2:00 p.m.
@ For prospective students and their families
¢ ‘Tour our campus

Our Lady is calling you . . .
To peace, prayer; and holiness

“pRAY, PRAY, PRAY”

Write for our free catalog of over 500 items

Mother Al Our Side, Rev

Melanie, Story of LaSalette .............
Thosa Who Waw Her, C. Odell...

Mary. God's 8

preme Masterpieca
Tha Sorrow . . . The Triumph, Petrisko.

Value ol Prayer

Treasures and Pots i it asereebiis Vo]
Wasting Your Life a00
Meaning of Sufterl 300
The Holy Spirit 300
Human Passions 3.00
The Devil ... 300
Explanation of the [ 1o —
Continuing Passion of [+ Po—- |

300

Hymns #3
O'Brien-Gounds of Medjugorie #1 .o .10.00

& Moet with our faculty, students and parents it
Reservations are not necessary.

School Visitation Days
& Wednesday, November 6  Jr/Sr. Kindergarten
& Wednesday, November 13 Grades 1-5
¢ Wednesday, November 20 Grades 6-12
Mmammmmmmmm:um

Park Tudor School
7200 North College Avenue
317/415-2777 -
m Park Tudor School, Ind lis' only indep dent cosducational school for
in prekindergarien *mmmuma-pmmm
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-Of fice
g Surply

« RENTING & LEASING
AVAILABLE

« WE BUY USED OFFICE
FURNITURE

OFFERING A COMPLETE LINE
OF NEW & USED
QUALITY OFFICE FURNITURE
AT DISCOUNT PRICES.

FEATURING

C-CIZRG®

FURNITURE

|

» OFFICE AND [0
COMPUTER SUPPORT
FURNITURE

Postage: purchases under $5 add
Mary's Call is a tax exempt

Over 9,100,000 sold in U.S. and 52 forelgn countries.
$2 — $5-$10 add $3 — $10 & over add $4.

.Anydonaﬁonyouwishlomakevdll

halpnpreadﬁmdwoﬂontoOurBlmedMoﬁmamundmmﬂd.

P.O. Box 162
Salisbury, MO 65281
816-388-5308

« COMPUTER SUPPLIES
« OFFICE LAYOUT, DESIGN AND SPACE PLANNING SERVICE AVAILABLE

« FILING SYSTEMS

545-2141

FAX 545-0961

Full Line Of Office Supplies

6800 E. 30th, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46219
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Question Comer/Fr. John Dictzen

May we receive Co

Please clarify something for us
about receiving Communion in
Orthodox churches.
It was my understanding that when
Pope Paul VI met with the ccumenical
patriarch of Constantinople, in the
1970s 1 think, they both lifted the
mutual excommunications of their
respective churches; this permitted
intercommunion between the Roman
Catholic and Greek Orthodox Churches, and inter-
changeable attendance at Sunday liturgies,
We recently visited a major Greek Orthodox church

with a religious education stu

dy group and were told

that, though the excommunications were lifted, intercom-

munion was not allowed by
1s intercommunion now

their church.
legal, and if it is does it

apply to all branches of the Orthodox churches?

(Missouri)

AFirsl. let's be clear that the following paragraphs
refer to those Eastern churches which are notin

union with the Church of Rome.

Many Eastern church-

es are in communion, and the limitations on sharing of
the sacraments described here of course do not apply

to them.

Our Roman Catholic Church acknowledges a special

closeness to the Eastern Orthodox churches which are
not in full communion with us, both in matters of faith
and in possession of true sacraments, above all the

priesthood and the Eucharist.

This is the ground which allows and in some circum-
slances even encourages us 10 share liturgical worship
and the sacraments with them, including reception of

the Eucharist.

From our side, whenever a genuine need or spiritual
advantage suggests, 8 Catholic who for some reason
cannot approach a Roman Catholic minister for the
sacraments of penance, Eucharist or anointing of the
sick may ask to receive these sacraments from a minis-

ter of an Eastern church.

Similarly, Catholic ministers may administer these

sacraments to members of th

¢ Eastern churches who

ask for them of their own free will and are properly

disposed spiritually.

However, the regulations of the Eastern churches them-
selves are generally much more restrictive. Some practices
which our Latin Church approves for exchange of the sacra-
ments, other churches absolutely forbid.

This could explain, at least partly, what your group
experienced in their visit to the Orthodox church.

1t also explains why our church’s guidelines on such
matters insist repeatedly that consideration must
always be givento the discipline of these other church-

mmunion in Orthodox churches?

es, as it pertains both to their own faithful and to mem-

bers of other churches.

You acted properly, therefore, in asking about their
discipline before acting on your own.

Your expericnce is a good lesson for all of us when
we consider exchanging sacraments with people of

other faiths.

Eastern churches are not t

he only ones who have

their own rules. Certain Protestant churches (some
Lutherans, for example) have quite strict requirements
before people of other denominations are invited to

share Communion.

While we obviously nee

d to respect the guidelines

of our own church in these matters, courlesy and chari-
ty demand that we also respect another church’s rules.
Even when our policies would permit it, we should
refrain from receiving Communion if that church
restricts the sacrament to its own members to the

exclusion of others.

The above policies of the Roman Catholic Church are
found in the Directory on Ecumenism for the Latin Church,
of March 1993; the Vatican 11 Decree on Ecumenism; and
Canon 844 of the Code of Canon Law.

(Questions should be sent to Father John Dietzen,

Holy Trinity Church,
1Il. 61701.)
© 1996 by Catholic News Service

704 N. Main St., Bloomington,

5t in peace

Please submit in writing to
our office by 10 a.m, Mon,
the week of publication; be
sure to state date of death.
Obituaries of archdlocesan
priests and religlous sisters
serving our archdiocese are
listed elsewhere in The Cri-
terion. Order priests and
brothers are included here,
unless they are natives of the
archdiocese or have other
connections to it.

ALVEY, Blanche, 89, St.
Michael, Cannelion, Sept. 8.
Cousin of Marie Scarboro.
BARNES, Margarel, 81,
Prince of Peace, Madison,
Sept. 20. Mother of Linda
Stark.

BROWER, Rosella, 97, 5t.
Andrew, Richmond, Sept. 19,
Sister of Elizabeth Brendel;
aunt of several nieces and
nephews.

CURRAN, Virginia Mae, 53,
Our Lady of Lourdes, Sept.
22, Wife of Philip Curran;
mother of Sean T. Curran,
Elizabeth T. Hull, Theresa K.
Rettig; daughter of Mary
Taylor; sister of Charles D.
Taylor, L. Gay Farley,
Elizabeth Grant, Wanda
Turner; grandmother of 10;
great-grandmother of one,
DANNER Mary H., 67,
Sacred Heart, Jeffersonville,
Sept. 18, Wife of Willie T.
Danner; mother of Charlesetia,

Your full-service cemetery
in the Castleton area,

Blessed burial grounds and mausoleums since 1960.
Beautiful chapels for memorial services.

L]
Coming soon . . . Indianapolis” newest
and most beautiful mausoleum.

P

CEMETERY * MAUSOLEUM CHAPELS
9700 ALLISONVILLE ROAD » INDLANAPOLIS, IN + 317.849-3616

Charles Hammond, Larry

Smith; sister of Russell

Hooker, Gloria Stouffer;

grandmother of four; great-
, grandmother of two. .

DEVILLEZ, Albert A., 86,
St. Paul, Tell City, Sept. 15.
Husband of Mary Devillez;
brother of Peral Truitt, Clara
Mezo, Adaline Dauby.

EICH, Margaret M, (Polo-
vich Christofm), 81, Liule
Flower, Indianapolis, Sept.
20. Mother of Nicholas
Christoff, Catherine Whitney;
sister of Nick Polovich;
grandmother of seven; great-
grandmother of nine,

FORSSANDER, Grace
(Murphy), 79, Chist the
King, Indianapolis, Sept. 17.
Wife of Paul H. Forssander;
mother of Bill P., Paul R.
Forssander; sister of Ann R.
Hoffman, Betty L. Mahoney,
Ruth M. Murphy; grand-
mother of three.

GABRIEL, Irma M., 83,
Holy Trinity, Indianapolis,
Sept. 15, Mother of Richard,
Gerald Gabriel, Carol Shorn;
sister of Stanley, Richard,
Bernadette Stanich, Bruna
Long, Agatha Hanna, Martha
Boyce; grandmother of five.

GAYLE, James A, 63, St.
Joan of Atc, Indianapolis,

Sept. 14, Husband of Helen
(Aasen) Gayle; father of Mike
Gayle, Jennifer Aasen; stepfa-
ther of eight; brother of Sally
Black; grandfather of 11,

GOELZER, Melissa L., 35,
St Christopher, Indianapolis,
August 12, Wife of Gregory
W, Goelzer; mother of Megan
Goelzer, Gregory W. Goelzer,
Jr.; daughter of Delfin,
Teresita Limeangco; sister of
Mark, Michael Limcangco,
Marian Barron, Margic
Sologuren, Melinda Brown,
Maisie Opie; granddaughter of
Otilia de la Rosa.

GRUNKEMEYER, Frank J.,
99, St. Mary of the Rock,
Batesville. Father of Florence,
Cletus, Virgil, Rosella
Grunkemeyer; grandfather of
17; great-grandfather of 11

HAWLEY, Margaret, 88,
Holy Family, Richmond, SepL.
20. Stepmother of John
Hawley, Elvey Wilkey,
Kathryn Kirk, Jacquelin
Steder; sister of Edward
Weadick, Loretta Schlengen.
HERBERT, Virginia C., 82,
Holy Family, Oldenburg, Sept.
25.

HOWE, Herschel C., 79, St.
Michael, Cannelton, Sept. 13,
Father of Darlene Conrad;
brother of Dunward Howe;

grandfather of two; great-
grandfather of two.
LYNCH, Kathryn C.
(Dillon), 83, Little Flower,
Indianapolis, Sept. 17. Sister
of Helen Sanders.

MARTIN, Russell P., 71, St.

* Anthony of Padua, Morris, Sept.

24, Brother of Frank Martin.
MILLER, Mary Helen, 73,

St. Monica, Indianapolis, Sept.

20, Mother of Barbara
Sanders, Vicki Rivelli, Hugh
111, Valerie Calvin; sister of
Frank Jr., Paul, Jessic Hopper,
George Montgomery, James

Deem; grandmother of five;
great-grandmother of two.

MONTAG, Robert James,
21, St. Pelers, Brookville,
Sept. 16. Son of Joseph, Ann
Montag; brother of Joseph D.,
Joann Montag; grandson of E.
Jean Montag, Pauline Niese.

REJKO, Joseph M., 90, St
Christopher, Indianapolis,
August 19, Husband of Irma
M. (Kass) Rejko; father of
Mary Ann SemichgIrenc
Smith; brother of Burt Ritter,
Julia Wolfla, Elizabeth
Colvin; grandfather of four;
great-grandfather of six.
ROBERTS, Violet E,

(Miles), 79, St. Christopher,
Indianapolis, Sept. 4. Mother

311e632 5314

Grinsteiner Funaral Homa, In<

SAM H. PRESTON — OWNER
The oldest Funeral Establishment in Indianapolis
Founded

In
“Centrally Located to Serve You™

1601 E. New York Street

1854

Indlanapolis, IN 46201

G.H. Herrmann

Funeral Homes

1505 South East Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46225

262-8488
1605 South State Road 135
(Olive Branch Rd. at State Rd. 135)
Greenwood, Indiana 46143

787-7211

5141 Madison Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana 46227

787-7211

LEPP

R & HURT
Mortuary/Grematory

740 East 86th Street » Indianapolis, IN 46240
844-3966

/——'\
MI{:} .%:z{%brz

Iz@nouiiy -%:mé a%cd

Leppert & Hurt Mortuary has always held the
family up as the strength of the traditional
Catholic funeral, a tradition that celebrates
the passing of loved ones with an honored
place in every family - past and present.

of David, Mark Roberts; sister
of Don, Ralph, Robert Jr., Jim
Miles, Lois Purdue, Irene
McHugh, Phyllis Hughes;
grandmother of four; great-
grandmother of one.

STITES, Robert L., 68, St.
Christopher, Indianapolis,
Sept. 8, Husband of Beverly
(Miller) Stites; father of Jane
DuMond, Cathy Fennell,
Robert L. Stites, Ir., John,
James Miller, Therese,
Michelle Woodard; brother of
Barbara Windmiller; grandfa-
ther of nine.

Spates, Lola Johnson, Lillian {" WACKER, Marilyn Jean,

49, St. Malachy, Brownsburg,
Secpt. 18, Wife of William P.
wWacker; mother of Douglas
Wacker; daughter of Helen
Maxwell.

WALTON, YELMA M., 70,
Little Flower, Indianapolis,
Sept. 10. Mother of Lynda
Branham, James S., Stephen
M. Walton; sister of Joseph
Ir., Henry Nixon, Sybil Myers,
Clara Robinson, Effie Pipkin,
Wilma Bottoms, Eula Miller;
grandmother of five; great:
grandmother of three.

WOLSIFFER, James E., 68,
St. Jude, Indianapolis, Sept.
20. Husband of Betty J.
(Hermer) Wolsiffer; father of
James E. I, David L., Thomas
M., Richard A., Steven E.
Waolsiffer, Julie A, McCor-
mick, Susan M. Crouch;
brother of John, Dorothy Ellen
Wolsiffer, Rosemary Steeb,
Rita Thorne; grandfather of
16; great-grandfather of one:

YEATER, Carmel D,, 61,
Sacred Heart, Jeffersonville, Sept.
22. Brother of Joseph Yeater,
Rosemary Lunemann; aunt of
Monica Renn, Yvonne Smith.

ZIMMER, Cletus A., 76, St.
John the Baptist, Dover, Sept.
21, Husband of Kathryn
Zimmer; father of Ronald,
Terry Zimmer, Beverly
McQueen, Schere Kramer;
brother of Robert A. Zimmer;
grandfather of 11; great-
grandfather of five,
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For information about rates for classified advertising, call (317) 236-1572.

Posilions Available

Part-Time Administrative Assistants

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Indianapolis has two part-time
administrative assistant positions available.

The first is an Office Assistant position at Fatima Retreat House.
Responsibilities include extending hospitality to callers and visitors,
providing clerical support, and assisting wilh the registration process,
Applicants must be high school graduates with knowledge of office
equipment and 1-2 years of clerical experience. The days and hours for
this position are Mondays and Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The second opening is for a Receptionis/Administrative Assistant
in the Office of Accounting Services. Responsibilities include
extending hospitality to visitors as well as providing secretarial sup-
port for the office. Applicants must be high school graduates with
working knowledge of computers for word processing, spreadsheet
and database applications; familiarity with an office environment;
strong organizational ability; and excellent communication and
interpersonal skills, The days and hours for this position are
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

We offer a family-like atmosphere and the opportunity to develop your
talents as a member of an organization that serves people's human and
spiritual needs, Please send resume and salary history, in confidence,
to: Tammy Perry, Office of Human Resources, The Archdiocese of
Indianapolis, P.O. Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 46206,

An Equal Opportunity Employer

ﬁ
Attention!

Teachers/Educators/Clerks!!!
300 Positions Available

Join the professional stoff of Kelly Temporary Services at
CTB/McGraw-Hill in the organizing and scoring of student
ISTEP essays.

« Evaluators — assess student essays and performance in
Languoge Ars and Math. Requires bachelor's degree,
resume and proof of degree.

Operations Clerks — organize tests and paperwork,
transfer fest scores as needed and other general cleri-
cal duties. Degree not required.

Long ferm
temporary posifions
Monday - Friday

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Qualified opplicants
should call Kelly
Temporary Services
ot 872-4100.

BERVICES

TWO CRYPTS, Calvary mau-
soleum, outside patio.
$4,000. 317-839-4036.

Miscellaneous

I | I

THANKS TO St. Jude, worker
Is your child toking of miracles, for prayers
RITALIN? answered, -0.ER Palnting. Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling, Residential Roofing

T S
All Types Qeneral Home r
ouse Cleaning Dependable/Insured/Family Man

that works with no side effects!
Immaculate Maid 357-8955

HOUSEHOLD HANDYMAN

FREE
ESTIMATES

HOLY TRINITY Catholic
Church poticas. Order for hol-
iday. 317-634-2280 or 317-
636-5881. Closing dale
October 31. No orders taken
at bazaar, $13.00 a loal.

BROWN COUNTY log cabin.
Beautiful, gecluded ridge-top
setting 2% miles from Nashville.
1,000 sq. ft. living space, 3-car
detached garage, stocked pond.
2186 N. Grandma Barnes Rd.
$189,000. Realtor owned. B12-
988-0611.

Service
Real Estale

1 will clean your home
HOME FOR SALE

Jfor a reasonable rate.
Call Joyce at 317-781-0678

6225 N. Sherman
Seller heading west w/S.F, 49¢en,

Fully Insured * References Avallable
must sell 4BR ranch, basement,

ﬂsnha[l Paving 2,500 5q. f1. 2+ car ganage, nearly 1

MAGGIE'S PAGERS
Bravo, Bravo Pius & ExPress Pagers
State, nationwide rates

from $29.95-880.95, Including
activation feel Digital paging and
voice mall options available.

BAM-8PM, Mon-Fri 639-0242

'90 WHITE CHRYSLER
LeBaron sedan, One owner,
excellent condition. 62,000
miles. Total power, 317-257-
6880,

acre wooded lot. Minutes to
Cathedral, Chatard. Call §72-8200
ROWE PAVING m Diana, Century 21 Realty Group 1.
L[]
+ Driveways * Parking Lots
+ Patching and much more

— CALL ROWE PAVING ~

HAMMANS ELECTRIC, INC.
209-7885 « 844-2922

Sterling

oPTICAL
Caostieton Square, Indianapols

~ Complete Electrical ~
Landscaping

Use our classifieds!

Call 317-236-1572
to advertise

Installations, Service & Repairs.
ARBUCKLE NURSERY — |

Licansed-Bonded-Insured,
& LANDSCAPING CO

Emergency Service.
Senior Citizens Discount.
++ + Established Since 1939+ **
+ LANDSCAPE DESIGN

MASTER

._%% Jeffersonian
Apartments
7 ‘\\

Quiet eastside community
adjacent to Holy Spirit Catholic
Church. Lovely 1 & 2 bedroom
apariments overlooking
courtyard. Fully carpeted,
kitchen appliances, gas heat
and water Included. On bus
line, cable TV, Within walking
distance of shopping & recre-
ational facilities, Easigate area.
Shown by appointment only,

Call 317-356-0606

317-834-5886
& INSTALLATION *

+ TRIMMING & SPRAY PROGRAM *
356-1406

ELECTRICIAN
Does own work for less.
Commercial & residential
service specialist. Free estimates.
Licensed * Bonded * Insured
Call Scott at 241-2190

FURNITURI:
UPHTOLSTERY
For FREE Estimate

Call Rose
317-856-8199

See Your Ad Here! 236-1572!

We Buy:

Guardianships,

European Body Wraps
Ten Years of Personalized Service.
Lowest Prices and
Packages Avallable .
Private Body Wrap Rooms.

Use this space! 236-1572!

Call Monlka at 317-898-4101 Estates, Antiques,

Home Improvement

Household, Tools

Downtown Apartments

1220 N. lllinols.
Clean, spacious and affordable.
Studlos for rent.

Downtown living
at an affordable price.

$295
All utifities pald!

Call 317-251-0027
for an appolntment today.

and much more.
Let us help you
liquidate.

J.B. at 317-783-9627.

LOGAN CONTRACTING, CO.
- General Contractor -
* Roofing * Roof Repair
* Chimney Flashing
FREE ESTIMATES

899-5464

A PERSONAL TOUCH
Computer Repair
Need Help with
Hardware/Software?

Call 317-547-7778
Reasonabla Rates

o

()

roggy, Jur

Wiy I begy
By

Wi ;br know someone who is? Stay connected

‘of your parish and the Church in central and
diana with a subscription to The Criterion or

o
4.

2 Lines e 2 Weeks for $10.00

($1.00 for each additional line or fraction thereof)

Write your classified ad on this coupon and send it to us with payment. This special rate
applies to advertiscment which are mailed in or brought in, but not to phoned-in ads. This
coupon DOES NOT APPLY to: ANY Business ads or novenas. The coupon is for use by
individuals ONLY. For novena pricing call (317) 236-1572. Advertisers may place ads at
commercial rates by calling (317) 2361572, or Fax: (317) 236-1593,

Classification: (for sale, for rent, etc.),

Write your ad below with ONE WORD PER SPACE, including the phone number
you want in your ad.

Ad: (four words per line)

0 gets f[he Criterion delivered to your home or
&) ;;}d‘f"!’or one year, A two-year subscription is
gnh'-[‘giving a subscription as a gift, be sure to
e box and fill in your name in the upper right of
below or tell us when you call,

Sul ,,éil!fﬁ!ﬂ" E5m
all 317-238:1575 or 1-800-386-9836 ext. 1575 lo charge.
Use this coupon to pay by check.  QGlft from
Please start my subscription! Enclosed is my check for $20.00.

| Name
Address
Clty, State, ZIp

Deadline: Thiirsday, 4:30 p.m., 8 days in advance of Friday publication date.

Name

Address Phone

Mail this coupon with payment to:
Classificd Ads, The Criterion, P.O. 1717 Indianapolis, IN 46206-1717

Or charge my: QVISA OMasterCard

Indianapolis, IN 46206
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Often == FREE ESTIMATES vIsIT

gﬁf’md LICENSED * BONDED ¢ INSURED OUR
DISPLAY
Never IMMEDIATE OUT-OF-TOWN
Equaled! CONSTRUCTION  1-800-924-3920 HOURS:
- CONSTRUCTION CO. 100% BANK FINANCING Masﬂ_';"m
1l g COMPLETE REMODELING
B 271-2600 271-2600
3 e e e

After Hours: 272-4808 * 839-3736
1-800-924-3920 9215 E. U.S. 36, Indianapolis

We participate

=

/

A Program of the
Botter Business Buroau

ROOM
ADDITIONS

SPECIAL

References & Supplies
Bank One, Mike Hein - 321-3124
Indiana National Bank, Dave Baker - 266-5283 HESENTEN )
Modem Building & Supply, Randy Arthur - 924-1040 § '
Carter-Lee Lumber Co., John Carter - 639-5431 1
Irving Materials, Inc., Gene Wiggam - 745-2232

Garages Patio & Porch Enclosures

WEATHERTECH®

%g The All American Vinyl

Replacement Window

Choice of Colors

Your professional remodeler:

B&4E Construction Co.

SIDING - WINDOWS - DOORS - REMODELING
All work 100% guaranteed!

. 18 Popular Colors complete Remodeling
. Soffits - Fascla Room Additions - Garages - Roofing l:.l:::: 81:::: -.::::clmlm Windows - Kitchen Cablnels




Christmas
Rose Rosary

Enfiance prayer time. for
youwrself o seneone
on your foliday gift list
with this beautiful
Christinas ‘Rese Rosaryy,
a ‘Missionary Oblates' exclusive.

Made of iridescent, sparkling red beads
on a sturdy, lock-link chain, the rosary
features a pewter crucifix bordered with
roses and leaves.

The unique design of the CHRISTMAS
ROSE ROSARY has been inspired by
the Christmas hymn, *Lo, How A Rose
E'er Blooming.” The distinctive, heart-
shaped pewter centerpiece has the image
of Mary in its center, with a border of
roses, long revered as Mary's favorite
flower. A red, velour drawstring pouch is
included for convenient protection of this treasured keepsake.

The CHRISTMAS ROSE ROSARY with POUCH will be sent to those offering $18 or
more to support the worldwide ministries of the Missionary Oblates to the poor.

_------—n—--—-————-—-----——---—-——---—‘ §ete = A &
Enclosed is my offering to support the worldwide ministries ! Missionary Oblates
of the Missionary Oblates to the poor. serve the poor
$18 (1%25 [ 1%40 M$L i throughout the world.
please send _ CHRISTMAS ROSE ROSARY with Your offering will help
POUCH SET(S). #5162 ($18 offering or mare each) ]”'Ul‘ld(' ,I”“d. shelter, and
Christ’s message
Name — of hope 1o the needy.
Address

(effap i i S

Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate

Sthte st e ne v 70 National Shrine of

LR

Our Lady of the Snows

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate y
Belleville IL 62223-4694

Nationul Shrine of Our Ludy of the Snows - Belleville 1126

E
|




Who Really Cares? You Do, And So Do We

You want to share your blessings with those most in need. But you
also want to know that your charitable gift is indeed used to help the
poor, the oppressed, the hungry, and the homeless people of the world.

The Missionary Oblates have been serving the poor and neglected peo-
ple of the world since 1816. Thanks to the help of special friends, like
you, we are able to continue our ministry among the needy on virtually
every continent of the globe.

That's the reason we were founded, and that's the reason we continue
to serve people of all ages and falths — from the troubled lands of Haitl
and the Philippines to the starvation belt of drought-stricken Africa —
‘from the mountains of Mexico and South America to the Arctic regions
of Canada and Greenland — from the overpopulated lands of India and
Bangladesh to the outback country of Australia — as well as through-
out the United States.

Each day, we are there, touching the lives of millions with the mes-
sage of Christ and works of charity made possible by your support.

Yes, thanks to your generosity, we are

The MISSIONARY OBLATES —
SERVING THOSE MOST IN NEED —
PARTNERS WITH YOU IN PRAYER AND SERVICE.

MISSIONARY OBLATES
National Shrine of
Our Lady of the Snows
Belleville, 11 62223-4694




