
  

  

  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Christmas Day is not just another day 
One would have to be pretty hard hearted 
not to be touched with a little of “the 
Christmas spirit,” no matter what the cir- 
cumstances. The long and beautiful tradi- 
tion of the season, enhanced by warm. 

music and beautiful decorations, the cus- 
tom of sharing gifts and bountiful meals 

all lend a romantic air to Christmas. 
Yet, being hard of heart is not out of the 

question for any of us. Being without faith 
and hope is not beyond any one of us. 
Indeed, Christmas is meaningless if we are 

without faith and hope. If viewed as a mere 
secular celebration it can even be a burden. 

Christmas time gives us pause to mea 
sure the quality of our faith. Are we will- 
ing to see that the tinsel dec t 
spiritual meaning of Christmas? Can we 
trace all that we know as Christmas cele- 
bration to the birth of Jesus? Can we genu- 

flect to the Jesus who is born like one of 
us? Do we believe Jesus Christ is the Son 

vior? 

The Christmas season is a timely boost 
to our faith, Is it a live flame or perhaps 
merely a spark? Through every liturgical 
season of the church God offers us special 
grace, special help to deepen our faith. Our 
challenge is to look for and to accept the 
gift God offers us through the ministry of 
the church. 

Surely the tradition of giving gifts at 

Christmas time is rooted in the fantastic 
gift God gave the human family when he 
gave his only Son for our salvation from 
sin and death. In the spirit of God's gift- 
giving we are led to give as a sign of our 

love for ach other 
The w’ ole evolution of the tradition of 

Santa Claus 1s rooted in a spiritual tradi 
tion of giving because of our love for each 
other. And God's gift of his only Son is 

our model. The spiritual call of Christmas 

is to live for God and for each other. The 

spiritual gift of Christmas is the help we 

need to do that 

A special Christmas gift awaits each of 

us. We find it in the sacrament of penance 
and reconciliation. We find it in the ce! 
bration of Holy Mass. Wherever we are on 

Christmas day and throughout this season 

of special love, ho: 
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This depiction of the Nativity titled “The Adoration of the Shepherds” was painted on wood in the 

15th century by an anonymous Italian artist. !t is part of the Timken Collection at The National 

Gallery of Art in Washington. 
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Seeking the Face of the Lord 

Think 

re you frazzled by the hectic 
pace that has led up to 
Christmas and the holidays? 

Maybe it’s the family prepara- 
tions for bountiful meals; maybe it’s the 
last minute scramble to get the shopping 
done and gifts wrapped; maybe it's the 
volunteered time to help make Christmas 
happen for the poor or the elderly or the 
home-bound who have no one to care for 
them; maybe it’s getting some last 
minute tasks finished at work before the 
holidays set in. Maybe you just aren’t 
able to organize. 

Are you feeling a little down and you 
just aren’t sure why? Perhaps you know 
exactly why. Maybe you've lost a loved 
one, a spouse or child or parent or dear 
friend, and the Christmas holidays 
become painful reminders of happy and 
loving times past; maybe you are spend- 
ing your first Christmas as a divorcee or 
as a member of a recently broken family; 
maybe you have been betrayed by a dear 
friend; maybe you have just learned that 
you or a loved one have a grave illness, 
perhaps even terminal; maybe you are 
unhappy because of moral and spiritual 
failures. 

Are you facing Christmas and the 
New Year with a lot of worry on your 

heart? Maybe you fear that the family 
financial burdens are goiug to become 
impossible; maybe you are afraid 
because there is so much tension and 
strife in your family; maybe you fear 
that a spouse is unfaithful, that there 
may be a divorce; maybe you fear 
physical abuse; maybe you fear failure 
at school or at work; maybe you strug- 
gle with moral weakness, 

Are you facing Christmas and the 
New Year with the greatest sense of 
peace and joy that you can remember? 
Maybe there is a beautiful new child or 
grandchild; maybe there is newfound 
love with your spouse or a friend; maybe 
you have finally made the decision that 
sets your life on a peaceful journey; 
maybe you have said yes to God; maybe 
your work is finally successful. 

Are you facing Christmas and the New 
Year with a sense that everything is pret- 
ty good now and you are counting your 

blessings? Maybe there is a sense that the 
family is at peace, work is going fine, 
school is going well enough, friends are 
supportive, the children are fine, your 
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Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, O.5.B. 

health is okay. Maybe your personal 
life with God seems secure. 

It is overwhelming to think of it, but 
our human family experiences all of 
this and more. As a human family we 
are affected by all of these feelings as 
We approach Christmas 1995 and New 
Year 1996. The wonder of the birthday 
of Christ is the simple fact that it is a 
gift for every one of us, no matter how 
we feel right now. However, we have 
to remember that in order to discover 
this gift for ourselves, we have to get 
below the surface meaning of the mys- 
tery of Christmas. Wouldn't it be a 
shame if Christmas and the beginning 
of a New Year passed us by and the 
meaning of it all escaped us? I urge 
each of us to find a quiet place, a chair 
in a corner at home or a favorite spot in 
church, to sit down for a while and to 
think about the meaning of Christmas. 

I doubt that the worry and anguish 
some of us feel could surpass what 
Mary and Joseph experienced as they, 
absolutely poor and expectant with 
child, approached that first Christmas 
in the City of David. It doesn’t take a 
lot of thought to realize that because 
Mary and Joseph were people like us, 
that first Christmas Eve was not 
romantic, not like we tend to picture it. 
Mary and Joseph, now in their Son’s 
Kingdom for which we wait, are our 
friends in the communion of saints. 
They inspire us; they are with us in 
spirit; they are our friends who can 
console us when we are in trouble. It is 
heart-warming to think of that in 
prayer. 

And there is the defenseless child 
who cannot speak and yet because he is 
the Eternal Word of the God our Father 
he is hope for everyone. Somebody 
once said the manger is a “chair of 
learning.” Jesus is born poor and help- 
less. He teaches us that true happiness 
is not found in having lots of things. He 
teaches us that human power and con- 
trol and domination over people do not 
bring happiness. The teacher in the 
manger tells us that happiness is born 
of humility. Whether we are poor with- 
out choice and forced to be detached, 

or whether we are able to choose not to 
be owned by the things that are ours, 

        

  detachment and humility are the seeds 
of peace and happiness. 
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No issue next week 

In accordance with our usual prac- | 
tice, The Criterion will not be pub 
lished next week, Dec. 29. The next 
issue will be dated Jan. 5, 1996 

All offices in the Archbishop 
O'Meara Catholic Center will be closed 

fer Christmas until Jan. 2, 1996. 

Christmas supplement 

  

  

  supplement is included in this week's 
issue. The 12-page section includes 
nine pages of Christmas memories sub: 

jmied by our readers. 

| The Criterion’s annual Christmas | 

  

  

Editorial Commentary/John F Fink, Editor, The Criterion 

Selecting the top 10 
news stories of the year 

Editors don’t always agree, obviously, 
or newspapers would all be much the 
same. Perhaps that’s why we vote on the 

top stories of the year, to see how our 

choices stack up with those of our peers. 
This year I voted with 28 other 

Catholic editors on what I thought were 

the top 10 religious news stories of the 
year. I had a few disagreements with the 
consensus 

I thought the top religious news story of 
1995 was women and the church. Accord- 

ing to the ballot sent out by Catholic 
News Service, that included the Vatican's 

declaration that the ban on women priests 
is infallible, the pope’s letter apologizing 
for past sexism in the church, the various 
calls for the ordination of women, the 
Canon Law Society's report backing dea- 
conesses, and the naming of a woman to 
head the Vatican delegation to the World 

Conference on Women in Beijing. I 
thought that was enough to put it number 
one. 

The other editors, though, placed it in 

the number two slot and named the 
trip to the United States and the 
Nations number one. I thought that was an 

important story because I put it number 
two on my list, but I thought it was a big- 
ger story for the dioceses on the east coast 
that he visited, and I thought the story on 
women and the church had more signifi- 
cance in the long run. 

I put the issue of abortion in third place, 
but it didn’t even make the top 10 list for 
the consensus, although one editor put it 
first on his list. The abortion story in 1995 
included, among other things, the pope’ 
encyclical “Evangelium Vitae,” the U.S. 

bishops’ new statement “Faithful for 
Life,” and Congress’ passage of a bill 
banning partial-birth abortions. Surely 
that belongs in the top 10. 

The other editors put Bosnia in third 
place. I thought that was a very important 
story but not one of the top 10 religious 

news stories. 
I did agree with the other editors on the 

next two top stories—the Conference on 
Women in Beijing and race in America. 
That latter story included the deep ra 

polarity exposed by the results of the O. J. 

  

    

  

  

  

        

   

Simpson trial, the Million Man March, 
and Catholic initiatives to improve racial 
and ethnic understanding, 

In sixth place on my list I put religion 
and public policy, but it came in ninth on 

the other editors’ list. That tory included 

the U.S. bishops’ positions on policy 
issues, the forming of the Catholic Alli- 
ance, and the first national convention of 
the Catholic Campaign for America. The 

other editors put the federal government's 
shutdown over budget disagreements 
here, 

1 put in seventh place the U.S. bishops’ 
three-year strategy to boost vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life. I think 
this is a very important story for the 
church but, when I chose it, I knew that it 
probably wouldn't make the top 10 list of 
the other editors. It didn’t. 

Both I and the other editors chose the 
welfare reform issue in eighth place. But 

my ninth and 10th place choices didn’t 

make the other editors’ list—the Middle 
East (the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 

and other acts of violence, and progress in 
the home rule process for Palestinians), 
ninth; and the revisions the U.S. bishops 

approved in the liturgy, 10th. The other 
editors placed health care in 10th place (1 

already mentioned that they had religion 
and public policy in ninth place). 

I still like my selections. What stories 
would you choose? 

Questions about 
marriage and divorce? 
The Criterion and the Metropolitan 
Tribunal are planning a series of arti- 
cles about marriage, divorce and 
remarriage. We invite readers to sub- 
mit questions or concerns which they 

would like to see addressed in these 
articles, Please submit them by mail or 
fax. Submissions need not be signed. 

The address is The Tribunal, Arch- 
diocese of Indianapolis, P.O. Box 
1410, Indianapolis, IN 46206. The fax 
number is (317) 236-1401. 

  

Fr. Robert FE. Borchertmeyer dies 
in automobile accident Dec. 14 

Father Robert F. Borchertmeyer, 63, 
pastor of St. Therese of the Infant Jesus 
Parish in Indianapolis, died after an auto- 
mobile accident on Thursday, Dec. 14. His 

funeral was at his parish church on 
f Dec, 19. He was buried in the 

cle at Calvary Cemetery. 
Father Borchertmeyer was returning 

home from an Advent communal penance 
service at St. Thomas Church in Fortville 
Driving on Masters Rd., he did not stop at 
the intersection of 96th St. The stop sign at 
that intersection had been knocked down 
earlier in the week and was propped up 
against a utility pole in such a way that the 
word “stop” would not have been visible 
to Father Borchertmeyer. His car was hit 
on the driver's side by a pickup truck dri 
ven by Denver H. Lee. Lee was not 

injured but a female passenger in the truck 
was injured slightly 

The priest’s pet dog was with him in the 
car and kept rescue workers away from 
him until the dog could be calmed 

Father Borchertmeyer was a popular 
priest in his parish and in the Indianapolis 
community. For 14 years he was a panelist 
on the ecumenical “Focus on Faith” televi 
sion program 

Father Borchertmeyer studied for the 

priesthood at St. Meinrad Seminary. He 
was ordained in 1958 and served first as 
assistant pastor at St. Mary’s Parish in 
Indianapolis and then as assistant at St 
Therese. In 1968 he was assigned to Our 

   

  

   
Father Robert F. Borchertmeyer 

  

Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in New 
Albany. From 1969 to 1985 he served at 

St. Charles Borromeo Parish in 

Bloomington where he was named co-pas 
tor in 1973 and pastor in 1975. He had 

been at St. Therese since 1985 

Father Borchertmeyer was dean of the 
Indianapolis East Deanery from 1985 to 
1992 

He is survived by a brother, John F 

“Jack” Borchertmeyer 

      

Memorial contributions may be made 
to St. Therese Church for the Fathe: 

Robert Borchertn r Tuition 
Assistance Endowment Fund 
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Indiana Catholic Conference board sets priorities 
1; Issues include use of the 

Medicaid, support for chil 

By Coleen Williams 
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Archdiocesan Social ijusiige Task 
Force has its second meeting 

Discusses ways to educate 
} ; 

parishioners on social 

   

justice issues, advocacy 

meetin fF ehdiocesui 

¢ Task Force ssed ways 
Id educate parishioners al justice    

wes and adv     
To do so, the group di    

sus of all parishes to 
ly on social justice issues. 

    

will hold a workshop for 
those people. based on the U.S. bishops’ 
‘Salt and Li document 

    

what grou 

  

similar outreach ministry 
The group hopes to sponsor a peace and 

justice workshop for priests. And it will try 

    

with those attending the Feb. | wel- 

fare reform talk by Jesuit Father Fred 
Kammer, the president of Catholic Charities 

USA, sponsored by the Indiana Catholic 
Conference and Catholic Charities. 

St. Meinrad endowment to honor 

late Archabbot Gabriel Verkamp 

An endowment has been esiablished 

at St. Meinrad to honor the tate 
Archabbot Gabriel Verkamp 

Benedictine Archabbot Lambert 
Reilly announced the establishment of 

the endowment for the provision and 

enrichment of infirmary care at St 

Meinrad. It was initially funded by gifts 

the new archabbot received for his. 

solemn blessing in June 

At the time of his election, Archabbot 

Lambert said that the spiritual and tem- 
poral welfare of the monks would be his 

primary concern 
Cited by Archabbot Lambert as hav 

ing a great influence on his lite 
Archabbot Gabriel was known as a gen 

Ue “father” during his 1966-78 tenure: 
He was one of the first monks to live in 

the current monastery infirmary 

After ordination in Rome in 1929 
Archabbot Gabriel taught for 10 
at St. Meinrad. He 

The 
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Benedict, Evansville for 20 years, 
I Meinrad in 1963, 

until his election as abbot. After he 
resigned his abbatial office, he returned 

to St. Benedict as associate until his 

health declined 

Those wishing to make donations to 
the endowment may contact Dan 
Schipp. St. Meinrad Archabbey, St. 

Meinrad, IN 47577, or call 1-812-357- 

6501 
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Archabbot Gabriel Verkamp, OSB 

Mass schedule corrections 

Several mistakes in the holiday Mass 
shed week have been    
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Photo by Margaret Nelson 

Indiana bishops gather for the June 16 meeting of the Indiana Catholic Conference board of direc- 

tors (from left): Bishop John D'Arcy, Fort Wayne-South Bend; Bishop William Higi, Lafayette; 

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, Indianapolis; Bishop Dale Melczek, Gary; and Bishop Gerald 

Gettelfinger, Evansville. 
  

May this season of Christmas fill you with 

the Peace and Joy of the Christ Child! 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION O} 
1400 N. MERIDIAN ST 
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From the Editor/John F fain 

    

Sse I've written a Christmas 
meditation in this week's 

Christmas supplement, I thought 
Td devote this column to writing 

a about what came after Christ's 
birth, life, death, resurrection and 

ascension. It was the long period of time when the 
early Christians were trying to understand just who 
Jesus was. 

When I first learned about the early heretics back in 
my grade-school days, I thought they were evil men. I 
now know better. They were very religious men who 
had a firm desire to understand religious truths. What 
they understood in their minds just didn’t mesh with 
what the Catholic Church decided. 

‘The church itself taught that Jesus was both God and 
man, but how is that possible? Was Jesus. truly God who 

simply adopted human nature? Was he truly man, with all 
our human imperfections? It was these questions that 
were the basis of most of the early heresies about Jesus. 
Eventually the church decided that we humans cannot 
understand who Jesus was, that it is a mystery. How Jesus 
can be fully human yet fully divine cannot be understood 
by our finite human minds, 

It took the church all of about 750 years to come to 
terms wi: these fundamental mysteries and doctrines. 
They were debated fiercly in the early ecumenical coun- 
cils, from the First Council of Nicaea in 325, which con- 
demned Arianism, to the Second Council of Nicaea in 
787, which condemned Adoptionism. Arianism, which 
claimed more followers than Catholicism during a 
lengthy period of time in the fourth century, denied that 
Jesus was truly God, while Adoptionism taught that the 
buman Jesus was the Son of God by adoption but the 
divine Jesus was the Son of God naturally. 

‘The early church, as well as the Roman emperors, took 
these debates seriously. St. Athanasius, who championed 
the divinity of Jesus against Arius, was exiled five differ- 
ent times and sometimes was forced to hide and flee from 
place to place to escape Arian enemies. 

Next came arguments about the number of natures 
Jesus had. The Catholic Church taught, and still teach- 
es, that Jesus had two natures in one person. But how 
is that possible? Nestorius of Constantinople, for one, 
couldn't understand it. He taught that there were two 

| distinct persons in Christ, the divine and the human.   Furthermore, he said, Mary was the mother only of the 

“Trying to understand just 
who Jesus was 

human person, not of the divine person. He was so con- 
vinced he was the one who was teaching orthodox 
Catholicism that he asked the pope to intervene on his 
side and to censure Cyril of Alexandria, who pro- 
claimed that Jesus was only one person. 

This heresy was decided at one of the most tumul- 
tuous councils in history, the Council of Ephesus in 
431. After it was convened by Emperor Theodosius II, 
Cyril was the first to arrive in Ephesus, Not waiting for 
Nestorius and his followers to arrive, he convened the 
council and the bishops present quickly found 
Nestorius guilty of blasphemy. They proclaimed Mary 
the God-bearer, Theotokos in Greek, the mother of the 
One person who was truly God and truly man. 

When Bishop John of Antioch arrived at the council, 
he was angry for the way Cyril ramrodded Nestorius’ 
condemnation. He managed to take control, deposed 
Cyril and had him imprisoned for three months. 
Nestorius, muttering, “I cannot term him God who was 
2 or 3 months old,” left the council. 

  

As usual after councils, there were some people 
who could not accept the decision of the Council of 
Ephesus. One of these was Eutyches, a monk who lived 
in Constantinople. He thought that Christ's divine 
nature absorbed his human nature, that his human body 
was different from normal human bodies. This heresy 
was known as Monophysitism. 

So what do we do about this? Why, call another 
council, of course, in 449. This time, though, Emperor 
Theodosius invited only supporters of Eutyches, and 
this did not include the pope at the time, Leo I, who 
was to go down in history as Pope Leo the Great. This 
council accepted the teachings of Eutvches. 

Pope Leo, though, refused to Tecoguize the council, 
calling it the “robber synod,” and insisted that another 
council be held. Theodosius ignored him but the next 
emperor, Marcion, called the Council of Chalcedon in 
451. Pope Leo’s representatives read Leo’s Tome that 
asserted that “he who became man in the form of a ser- 
vant is he who in the form of God created man.” He 
asserted that the divine and human natures were united 
in Christ. 

Later councils condemned other heresies that sprang 
up, such as Monothelitism, which held that Christ had 
only one will, the divine—condemned in 681. It was all 
part of the way the church determined its teachings 
about just who Jesus was. 
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A View from the Center/Dan Conway 

‘A Christmas Carol’ is a story of stewardship 
We all remember the scene from old movies and TV 

specials. Two “portly gentlemen,” as Charles Dickens 
calls them, enter the offices of 

Scrooge and Marley hoping to raise 
money, “for the poor and destitute 
who suffer greatly at the present time 

j of year.” 
<7 They make their case, pointing 

out that “hundreds of thousands are 
in want of common comforts,” but 
Scrooge is not impressed. “Are 
there no prisons?” the old miser 
asks. “Aren't the workhouses still in 

  

operation?” 
s one of the gentlemen replies. “I wish I could say 

they were not.” Undaunted, the two gentiemen continue 
“What shall we put you down for?” 

Nothing!” says Scrooge 
“You wish to be anonymous?” the gentlemen ask 
“I wish to be left alone!” says Scrooge 
How many times have we heard similar versions of this 

same old story? How many times have we found our 
selves playing the part of Scrooge—say Ing to those who. 
ask for our time or our money, “Please don’t bother me. I 
wish to be left alone”? 

Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” is about stew 

ardship. It is about learning to care for (and be responsible 

for) all of God's creation. And, as Dickens makes very 

A Christmas Carol” is about more than just t 
Christmas spirit” which 

in 

  

   

  

   

clear, 

sentimental (or commercial 

  

“oes each holiday season. 

ge Is not a good steward. He hoard     

   

with his gifts and talents, Scrooge accumulates and 
hides all the hurts, resentments and disappointments of 
a lonely lifetime. Nothing makes him happy. Nothing 
gives him peace 

There is only one thing that can save this miseraole 
man from the hell he has made for himself. Giving. Open, 

generous, unrestricted giving is the only cure for the likes 

f Ebenezer 5 long as he holds back—asking, 

—Scrooge is condemned to live the 

life that he has fashioned for himself through years of 

lonely self-centeredness 
Fortunately, Dickens believed in a God who is gener- 

ous and forgiving. Old Scrooge is given one last chance 
to experience life as it was truly meant to be lived. The 
spifity who visit Scrooge help him to face painful truths 
about himself. And by caring enough to confront him 
with his selfishness, the spirit e¢ Scrooge something 

far more valuable than all his gold They give him a 

glimpse of who he was, who he is now, and who he could 
if only he would let go of his bitter resentment 

     

  

      

become 

and embrace the joy of giving 

Recall that foll this change of heart, as he hurries 

to join his nephew’s family for Christmas dinner, Scrooge 
encounters one of the two “portly who! 

asked him for a contribution the day bi After 

ing the gentleman so warmly that the man barely recog 
nizes the old miser, Scrooge whispers in his ear the 
amount of his pledge to help tt ind destitut 

My dear Mr. Scrooge, are you serious 
gentleman 

Not 

  

wad 
reel 
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Everyday Faith// ou Jacquet 

My holiday card ritual: 
contact from an 

actual human being 
It’s time for my annual holiday ritual. No, not putting 

up the tree or the lights or decorating the house. That's my 
wife's domain, Not buying Christmas 
gifts. It's not Dee. 23 yet. I'm talking 

about the most demanding thing I do 

ery year between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas: write out 150 Christmas 
cards, 

It has been a good 25 years now 
that I have been subjecting myself to 

this holiday ritual. The self-imposed 
rules: 1) everybody gets a hand-writ- 
ten note; and 2) no Xeroxed news- 

letter gets mailed from this address. 

As the years pass, and my address cards appear ever- 
more tattered, the Christmas card process becomes an 
enlightening ritual. Many of the cards contain scribbled 
birth dates for the children of friends; the little whipper- 
snappers are often of college age or beyond now. 

In any case, I have the whole procedure down to a sci- 
ence. T address all the envelopes the weekend after 
Thanksgiving to give me something to do while the rest of 
the world is immersed in the seasonal shopping frenzy at 
the mall. Then I put stamps on each envelope and settle in 
to begin the long process of writing about 10 cards per day 
until | mail them all on the same date in mid-December. 

I think I have noted before in this space that, as I write 
out each card, I pray for the person, couple, or family I am 
sending it to. | ask God to lighten their burdens, maximize 
their joys, and especially to bring back those of their chil- 
dren who have strayed from the faith they were blessed to 
be nurtured in. Inside each card, the message is nothing 
profound—just a couple of paragraphs updating life at our 
house, and a few lines asking about life at theirs; But there 
is something about writing a personal note that makes me 
feel good and seems to buoy the recipient as well. 

Xeroxed newsletter? I tried that for a couple of Christ- 

mases. It was effective, heaven knows. But I felt like a 
machine sending out hollow, antiseptic greetings. My 
newsletter always began, “I'm sorry that I don’t have the 
lime to write out cards this year.” What an indictment of 
my life that was. If I didn’t have enough time to spare a 
few minutes to nurture friendships that have often spanned 
20 years and more, what did that ay about my priorities? 

So, in this age of computerization, mass productions, 
and holiday frenzy, I still write out my Christmas cards 
one card at a time. The process calms me amid the holiday 
crush, and reminds me annually that you cannot mass-pro- 
duce caring. True, those tattered address cards too often 
serve as a reminder that I have let another 12 months go 
by without seeing or contacting this or that friend, But 
they also help me recall that there are family members and 

friends scattered across this country who deserve a few 
minutes of my uninterrupted time to be contacted from the 
heart of an actual human being during this holy season. ee Se ge Pease ace). 
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   says it for him. “Thank you,” says Scrooge. “lam much 
obliged to you. I thank you 50 times, Bless you! 

In “A Christmas Carol,” Dickens wants each of us to 
discover what old Scrooge had to learn the hard way: The 

only way to hold onto something is to give it away. This 
1, the paradox of giving: The one who gives a gift (from 

substance and without counting the cost) is the one who is 
most grateful. Besides being a donor, the generous person 
is also a beneficiary. 

Ever afterwards, Dickens says, it was said of Scrooge 
“that he knew how to keep Christmas well.” Like any 
good steward, Scrooge kept it well by giving it away. And 
so, as Dickens observes at the conclusion of his story, 

“May that be truly said of us... every one!” 
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Point of View/ Cynthia Dewes 

Is the gold of silence tarnished? 
Simon and Garfunkel correctly began 

their °60s musical comment on the sounds 
of silence with “Hello 

darkness, my old 
friend, I've come to 
talk with you again.” 

The popular record- 
ing duo understood that 
silence is not welcome 
ina society devoted to 

neon lights, with “peo- 
\ A ple talking without 
speaking, people hearing without listening.” 

Is silence now anathema? I believe we 
have come to equate it with loneliness, 
unpopularity, and lack of productivity. 

If silence is golden, why don’t we 
value it more? 

We are a noisy culture. Loud music 
assaults our ears in the most solitary situ- 
ations: while riding alone in an elevator, 
shopping, visiting a public restroom, or even 
being placed “on hold” on the telephone. 

Would all this noise prevail if most of 
us really objected? 

Children today are astonished and in- 
credulous when told by their elders that 
there was no television in the old days 
and, not only that, there was much less 
organized activity. Aside from work, 

  

  

charch or school, most people had to 
amuse themselves quietly. Homemade 
music, listening to the radio, or going out 
to the movies were among the few ways 
available to break the silence. 

The fear of silence is so prevalent 
now that we hasten to eliminate it by 

creating 100-plus cable TV channels to 

surf through all hours of the day or 
night and 24-hour-a-day radio stations 
to blast non-stop, just in case. 

From the moment we awaken to rau- 
cous comment and music on the clock- 
radio to the time we switch off 
“Nightline,” we're enveloped by noise. 

The car radio yaks on the way to work, 
and the computers hum and click and 

bong when we get there. No longer con- 

strained by what used to be considered 
polite behavior in public, people shout to 
each other across streets and talk loudly in 
buses and restaurants. 

It is interesting to note that “talk” 
shows have become so popular and 
numerous. They actually threaten the 
commanding hold of soaps on daytime 
television. Both these icons of respectable 
voyeurism satisfy a mildly prurient fasci- 
nation with the unknown and the unac- 
ceptable. But despite extravagant claims, 

Dickens’ Christmas story and our 
celebration of the church year 

  

By Den Critchlow 

How would you complete this sen- 

tence: “Christmas wouldn't be 
Christmas without . . .”? 

Would your answer be: Grandma’s 

cookies, a family gathering, Midnight 
Mass, the scent of pine, caroting followed 
by hot chocolate? 

For me, Christmas is Christ 

read or view Charles Dickens 
Christmas Carol.” Absorbed yearly by this 
immortal sermon in the form of a novel, I 
continually find something new between 
the covers of my dog-eared copy. 

My most recent revelation is that 

Dickens’ Christmas story highlights the 
four modes of Christ’s presence in the cel- 
ebration of the church year. Now before 
you say, “Bah, humbug!” let me prove to 
you that word, minister, assembly and food 
are the very things that transform 
Ebenezer Scrooge, just as they are the very 
things that transform us as we live the 
church year. 

With all due respect to the fathers of 
Vatican II (who approved the Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy) and to Dickens, I 
suggest thai both “A Christmas Carol” and 
the documen's teach the same lesson, 
namely that we encounter Christ in word, 

sacrament, minister and assembly as we 
live the church year, and that these four 

as when I    

  

  
  

modes of Christ’s presence transform us 
with the whole church leading us to glory. 

When the “Ghost of Christmas Yet to 
Come” raises his spectral finger to point 
out Scrooge’s tombstone, Scrooge falls to 
his knees. Clutching at the ghost, Scrooge 
pathetically utters his last-chance plea, a 
promise to live the conversion thes the 
night of three apparitions has aovesioned. 

Scrooge cries out: “I will honor 
Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it 
all the year. I will live in the past, present 
and future. The spirit of all three shall 

strive within me. I will not shut out the 
lessons they teach. Oh, tell me I may 
sponge away the writiag on this stone.” 

The prayer to reverse his fate is heard. 
The phantom’s hood and dress dwindle 

into a bedpost. The bedpost is Scrooge’s, 
the room his own; and “best and happiest 
of all, the time before him (is) his own, to 
make amends in!” 

And Scrooge repeats: “I will live in the 
past, present and future. The spirits of all 
three shail strive within me. . .. Heaven 

and Christmastime be praised for this!” 
Every time we gather to partake of the 

eucharistic bread and wine, we proclaim the 
death of the Lord until he comes in glory. 
Like the church year, we spiral forward one 
day ata time, one year at a time on our pil- 
grim march to the heavenly banquet 

The church year reminds us that we are 
fellow travelers. Along the way, sometimes 
we have to pick up people, and sometimes. 
they pick us up. But we do not have to wait 
until the next big feast to do that. 

Fellow travelers—that is what Scrooge 
learned: that we are fellow travelers to the 
grave and beyond. Early in Dickens’ 
novel, when Jacob Marley appears, his 
deceased mentor is the result of indiges- 
tion: “There's more gravy than of grave 

about you, whatever you are!” 
By the end of the novel, the converted 

Scrooge knows there was more of grave to 
his visions than of gravy. Through visions 
of past, present and future, Scrooge 
Jearned community. That is the lesson the 

ear teaches us. 

One day the church year will burst into 

a blaze of glory. No more time for lessons, 

1 because time will be no more. Word. 

  

   

  

   ter, assembly and food will give way 
toa total w presence of God. When 
the church year becomes eternity, God will 
indeed—in beautiful ways unit 
"bless us, everyone!” 
(Critchlow is a member of SS. Peter & 

Paul Cathedral, Indianapolis.) 
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neither the talk shows nor the soaps pro: 

vides much instruction, joy or inspiration. 

As one social critic remarked, there's 

more talk and less conversation going on 
than ever before. Talk is only noise, but 

conversation is an opportunity to share 
information, ideas and insights with oth- 
ers, With ourselves, and most particu 
larly with God 

In conversation we talk, but we also 
listen. 

Silence is the wellspring of all con- 
Versation, interior or otherwise. We need 
it to sort out our thoughts and experi- 
ences, and to reflect on what we hear 

from many voices 
When we don’t make time for silence 

in our lives, we feel stressed, frazzled, 

out of joint. Our work and our health 
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may suffer. Our relationships may go 
sour, and we may find ourselves in irri 
table conflict with our spouses, children 
and co-workers 

Even when we recognize the need for it, 
we may find silence hard to come by ina 
strident society 

But just like little children, we all need 

“quiet time” daily. Silence was the norm 
in a less technological societ 
find. In fact, it was hard to escape. 

Silence still is normal, essential to spiri- 
tual and physical well-being. But today we 

must work to create silence. 
Silence is golden. But it’s our job to 

keep it untarnished. 
(Cynthia Dewes is a columnist for The 

Criterion and a member of St. Paul the 

Apostle Parish in Greencastle.) 

  

Why the rush to get over Christmas? 
By Alice Dailey 
  

During these last days of preparation, dec- 
oration and anticipation, it seems almost 
2 unbelievable that the 

MED tay after Christmas al 
b .. symbols of rejoicing 

will be removed and 
shunted off by some 
people with a “thank 
heaven that’s over” phi- 
losophy. 

_ How could it be 
over when it just 
began? Christmas is 

not a one-day fad like Sadie Hawkins 
Day, or Be Kind to Your Dog Day, but 
is a hallowed season for celebrating the 
event that changed the world forever. So 
what's the rush? 

It could be that those who jumped the 
gun weeks before (as in the place where 
outdoor lights have been winking and 
blinking day and night since before 
Thanksgiving) have been chafing at the bit 
to get it all out of sight and out of mind. 

What a dismal view! Certainly every- 
‘one is free to hang or remove adornments 
as they wish, but rushing them away is 
almost like gulping down a heavenly treat 
without savoring it. 

A TV commercial bids us to “seize the 

      

x ‘ 

moment.” The days following Christmas, 
when the feverish pace has cooled, are 
perfect for seizing the moment, for allow- 
ing the essence of Christmas to become 
more fully appreciated. 

If the spirit is willing we can find 
moments for such contemplation. If not, 
the time will be gone; the magic faded. It 
may take a bit of waiting but such 
instances will come, moments when, free 
of family needs, of kids waiting and jobs 
waiting, we can switch on crib and tree 
lights, flip off all others and settle down. 

Thoughts will come, some of them pro- 
found. We may begin to see in twinkling 
lights reflections of the light of the world 
who gave us the faith and all that we have. 

We may also find, there in that trea- 
sured oasis, simple solutions to what had 
been vexing problems. We may become 
more alert to threats to our faith by 
forces whose ultimate aim is not only 
merely to remove any vestige of 

Christianity in public places, but to 
destroy it. Under the guise of enlighten- 

ment or progress, beliefs or practices get 
whittled away, bit by bit, often so subtly 
we may not recognize the danger. 

In this Christmas afterglow.we.can 
pray for wisdom to recognize threats, 

and for the courage to speak out against 

false statements wherever we find them. 
Seize the moment. 

  

Light One Candle/ Fr: John Catoir, Director, The Christophers 

If you feel sad this Christmas 
It’s normal to feel sad at times, espe- 

cially at Christmas. Some people find 
the Christmas season 
depressing for rea- 
sons that are difficult 

to explain. Some 
experience a nostalgia 
for happier days when 
the family was all 
together. Others feel 

worthless because 
they are not needed as 

    
they once were. 

It's always important to remember that 
feelings are not facts. The fact is that Jesus 

Christ was born in Bethlehem to bring us 

light, happiness and eternal peace. He 
brought us baptism, that indelible character 
which binds us to him forever in a union of 

love. One may not feel the warmth of God's. 

love, but he is loving us nevertheless. 
The sacrament of confirmation assures us 

of the gift of God’s strength on our joumey 
through life. Our first Holy Communion and 

all the Communions of our lives were expe- 
riences when Christ nourished and consoled 

us with infinite tenderness. Jesus brought us 
the sacrament of reconciliation to wipe 
away our sins and make us into a new cre- 
ation, These are facts. 

We also tend to forget all the good things. 
we have done throughout our life, cooperat 
ing with his graces year in and year out 

If you feel blue this Christmas, the 

most important thing to remember is that 

God is unchanging love. When the full 
meaning of this truth dawns on you, it just 
might awaken you from the doldrums. 

Your feelings may not brighten immedi- 
ately, but they will in time 

Try to “live joyfully in all circum 

    

  

  

stances because of the knowledge of 
God's love,” my favorite quote from St. 
Julian of Norwich. By focusing frequently 
on our blessings, we can learn to short cir- 
cuit the blues. Once we realize that we are 
destined for eternal bliss, the joumey 
through life, though tedious and painful at 
times, becomes more bearable. Learn to 
control your thought. The thoughts you 
think will always affect your emotional 
life, so keep them bright. 

St. Augustine in his “Confessions” made 
this observation: “Imagine for a moment 
that all of nature suddenly grew still. Listen 
and hear creation saying, ‘We did not make 
ourselves, he made us who abides forever.” 
* Think of a beautiful sunset, or a mountain 
range capped in sparkling white majesty, or 
a tropical beach with its crystal blue water. 
All this is a reflection of God's beauty. 

Drink it in. When you are really down, look 
at an image of Jesus and hear him speaking 
directly to you in this way: “You are my 

beloved, look to me for refreshment and 

light. Tam the way. Iam your destiny. Live 
in my joy.” 

Think of your journey from infancy to 
childhood to adolescence and finally to 

adulthood. Stop and think, you did not 
make yourself. The One who made you 
abides in you, and he calls you to abide in 
his love. He promises eternal happiness 
These are good thoughts 

You may not be able to control your emo. 
tions directly, but you can control your 
thoughts ar je 
will slow 

  

, when you do, your feelings 
move from sadness to joy 

(For a free copy of the Christopher 

News Note “Live Joyfully,” write to The 

Christophers, 12 E. 48th St., New York, 
NY 10017.) 
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Let’s go home for Christmas 
“T'll be home for Christmas,” warbles the 

Popular song. It's popular because most of 

us can relate to going 

home for Christmas, 
either in fact or imagi- 

nation. 
Sometimes we need 

to define our terms. 
One person’s “home” 
is certainly not anoth- 

er's, nor is it always 

“where the heart Is.” 
Some of us think of 

home as the place where Mom and Dad or 
Grandma and Grandpa still live, waiting for 
us to visit them and replay Christmases past. 
Whether we retum out of a sense of duty or 
the anticipation of real pleasure, we experi- 
ence feelings of home every Christmas. 

  

Looking at the same ol’ overdecorated tree, 

tasting Aunt Tillie’s boozy fruitcake, and 

even sniffing the dreaded figgy pudding 
place us immediately at home. 

Others of us believe that home is where 
our beloved dwells, and all the little 
beloveds who came along later. We respond 
to the homely pleasures: sitting through 

Sunday school Christmas pageants; taking 
kids to see Santa among crowds of germ- 
ridden juveniles; and witnessing their 

delight on Christmas moming through the 
pounding heads of sleep deprivation. 

Home for those of us who live alone can 
be an efficiency apartment, with Christmas 
songs playing on the radio and a votive can- 
dle placed next to a Christmas greeting bear- 

ing a Nativity scene. Sadly, home for others 
can even be a cardboard box over the heat 

  

grate in the sidewalk of a large city 
Home may be an institution where 

we must live because of illness or 

incompetence. If we're wealthy, home 

may be several habitats in several loca- 

tions, including yachts and private 

islands. And for some apocryphal 
saints, home was the pinnacle of a 
skinny pillar out in the desert 

Whatever our home may be, we want to 
be there at Christmas time 

Movies, books and songs often refer 
to the need to go home for Christmas. 
Their storylines revolve around the 
challenges their heroes and heroines 

overcome on the way home in time for 

Midnight Mass or Christmas dinner. 

These fictional Christmas pilgrims even 
struggle toward surrogate homes such as 

  

the ski lodge or the inn or wherever. 
So what exactly is the attraction, some: 

limes even the compulsion, leading us 
home at Christmas? Is it Mom's food? 
Curiosity about old haunts? The desire to 
be treated as a guest? A chance to show 

off the new baby? What? 
The climax of the classic Christmas 

movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” occurs 
in George Bailey's home, where he’s 
surrounded by loving family and 

friends. George's is the quintessential | 
“home” we all seek, in fact and in fic- 
tion, because it’s a place of security 

and truth, 
It’s equally symbolic that Christ was bo: 

“at home,” in a place of security and truth. 

He was brought to human birth by a loving 
mother, and protected by a generous father. _ 
He was paid homage as God's own son by 
the oxen and sheep and other creatures of 

his making. Men humble and great, also rec 
ognizing him, sought him out to worship. 

We feel a natural urge to go home at 
Christmas because Christ is our security and 
our truth, He is our home. 

  

Family Shelter.   

  

Photo by Margaret Nelson 

Caitlin and Brianne Kovacs visit Santa as part of a Dec. 16 Home School Association pro- 

Gram at St. Christopher Parish in Speedway. Two hundred parish children had breakfast and 

a visit with Santa, working at craft tables while they waited. Proceeds went to the Holy     

  

  

isville, Kentucky 

A modern experience in 

the Catholic tradition. 

If you're interested in attending a liberal arts college that prides 
itself on its Catholic heritage, consider Bellarmine College in Lou- 

We draw upon the finest liberal arts traditions to prepare you with 
the knowledge and skills that are prized by today’s employers. At 
Bellarmine, you will find: 

© abroad range of degree programs in the liberal 
arts, business, education and nursing, 

0 aclose-knit environment where small classes and 
personal attention from faculty are the norm 

0 abeautiful campus located in a safe residential 

  

  

Taking part in Good Shepherd Parish’s Advent Prayer Partnership are (from left) Mike 

Taylor, Fran Krebs, Wendy and Katrina Taylor. Participating families and individuals drew 

names, agreeing to pray throughout the Advent season and send a Christmas card to the 

prayer partner. Krebs is praying a rosary for the Taylor family each day during Advent. 

  

Chech it Out ».~ 

Sacred Heart Church in Indianapolis will 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ with 7 
family Mass and children’s choir at 5:30 
p.m., Dec. 24. Later that evening at 11:30 

p.m., the choir will perform its annual 

Christmas concert before midnight Mass. 

Marriage Ministries International will 
present “Married for Life Outreach,” at 

7 p.m., Dec. 28, at Faith Community 
Church, 6801 S. East St., in Indianapolis. 
For more information call 317-882-8518 
or 317-787-6229. 

For those who are practicing center- 
ing prayer and would like more intense 
experience, a retreat will be offered Jan. 
12-21 at the Beech Grove Benedictine 

VIPs... 

  

Center in Beech Grove. The program 
will include centering prayer three times 
daily and video tapes of Father Thomas 
Keating on “The Spiritual Journey.” 
Participants must have prior attendance 

at an introductory workshop and be cur- 
rently practicing centering prayer. The 

cost is $350 per person. For more infor 
mation call 317-788-7581. 

“Peace: The Benedictine Way,” a 
retreat that will explore St. Benedict’s 
plan for wholeness and happiness that has 
survived through time, will be offered Jan 
9-11, at the St. Jude Guest House at St. 
Meinrad. Benedictine Father Eric Lies is 
the presenter, For more information call 
1-800-581-6906 or 812-357-6585. 

    

neighborhood Indianapolis campus Dec. 16. Sister 
Julia is a former faculty member at 
Scecina High School, where she taught 
math from 1986 to 1991. 

0 access to a wealth of study abroad programs 
offered in over 40 countries on six continents 

© anactive Internship Program that allows you 
to acquire vital on-the-job experience 

0 the social and cultural advantages of metropolitan 
Louisville, a bustling city of a million people 

  

© — generous financial aid packages which often make 
the cost of attending /ess than most public institutions 

  

Edwin H. and Margaret Enneking 
will celebrate their 50th anniversary Dec 

30 with a 5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Lawrence 

Church in Lawrenceburg. A recey 
nSt 

r Robert A. and Eleanor Reimer wi 

BELLARMINE | ms sense ame 
COLLEGE 

  
For more information, contact the Admission Office at 
800/274-4723, ext. 40. eption will 
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Providence Sister Julia Kramer 
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People Who Live Their Faith 

Just take one step, the Lord will do the rest 
By Margaret Nelson 

When people think of Bill Spangler, the chairperson of the 
archdiocesan Social Justice Task Force, they think of some- 
one who helps feed the poor. 

That's because he works with a retired Baptist minister on 
the Food Link program. And he has St. Luke parishioners 
growing food on the parish property to help feed the poor in 
Indianapolis. 

“One of the most important things we do is the Food Link 
program,” said Spangler. He said that helping those less for- 
tunate is inspirational. 

“T have learned something about my journey of faith, 
which became pronounced five or six years ago,” he said. “If 
you just open yourself to the experience—if you take one 
‘step—the Lord will do the rest.” 

Spangler said that people who are participating in service 
Projects worry. They want to see the fruits of their own actions, 

“T’ve learned just to take the first steps and be open,” he 
said. “The Lord will work with you. He will take the project 
and make it more wonderful than you ever imagined!” 

As “evidence” he talks about his experience. “It all started 
when some St. Luke parishioners decided to cook breakfast 

one Saturday a month at the Mt. Olive Crisis Care Center,” 
Spangler said. “Reverend Lucias Newsome had a project. 
We'd meet and help cook breakfast. Afterwards, he'd pick up 
bread from Kroger and distribute it to people on the street and 
the needy.” 

The project has multiplied. They recently received a grant 
for a refrigerated truck, which should arrive before 
Christmas, to help with the retired minister's project. 

Spangler said people would think one person with that idea 
could not possibly achieve what Rev. Newsome has. “But 
there was need and people opened themselves up to the need 
and opened themselves to the possibilities. 

“T guess what I’ve learned through this program is to really 
trust in the Lord to take care of things,” he said. “If you start 
with a reasonable idea, don’t worry so much about how to get 
it done.”   
Now it is possible to get extra food from stores out to peo- 

ple the same day, he said. “We deal directly with people and 
their needs. We use food for our calling card. We give people 

  

William S. Spangler 

confidence to talk with us about other needs.” 
Spangler told of working with Rev. Newsome to help peo- 

ple with drug, alcohol and other problems. “They open their 
hearts to us; they confide in us; they ask for help.” 

He remembers a family situation about this time two years 
ago. The kids asked for help because both parents were drug 
addicts. The lights were off; the water was off. The kids had 
to study by candlelight. 

The Food Link men were able to get them into a better 
home and get the lights on. Rev. Newsome “continually 
showed his love for the people. He went by the house and 
eventually got the parents jobs. That was one-on-one love. 
That's the thing we need to practice more. 

“When you experience that need and see that people can 
be redeemed and saved, then it’s got to move you toward 
soci | justice,” Spangler said. 

Ye have to create an environment in which people can be 
saved, We have to provide enough for their basic needs— 
with love—to open them up to further progress. 
“We have to value our children above all,” he said. “It's an 

outrage that we can think of spending $1 million on a single 
bomber and not have enough for childhood immunization. 
The wealthiest nation in the world has the worst child mor- 
tality rate. What does that say about our priorities? 

“One of the things we haven’t done enough of—and we're 

  

    

all guilty to some extent—is treat people like people—-God’s 
creation.” He said the faithful should not just be against abor- 

tion, but for life. 
“Social justice at its best leads by inspiring people to do 

what is night,” said Spangler. “Social justice is nothing more 
than paying each human being the love and respect that he or 
she is due. I think we're led best when we are inspired. Social 

Justice isn’t an onerous burden. The Gospel of life isn't a neg- 

ative. It presents a positive picture of the world filled with 
faith and lov 

But he said he is not trying to convey the idea that justice is 

not going to cost us anything. “It will cost each one of us love 
and work.” 

But Spangler said it is necessary, unless “we want to bring 
our children up in a world dominated by fear.” He said, “All 

are a result of failure to respect and love people. 
‘My children motivate me,” he said. “I look in their faces 

and want a better world for them. That doesn’t come from 
just dreaming about it. It comes from prayer, work, and a 
belief that we can build the city of God. 

“We are so much more powerful with the grace of God 
than we give ourselves credit for being,” he said. 

Spangler said his own work for justice was “no grand 
design” on his part. “Father Steve Schwab asked me to work 
on the first Christian Service Commission at St. Luke. That 
invitation opened up my life. It was a casual conversation.” 

Ithas shown Spangler that “it’s important to ask people to 
do things—to give one-on-one suggestions to people.” 

He has chaired St. Luke's Christian Service Commission 
for about four years and coordinated efforts for a North 
Deanery Peace and Justice task force. This fall, he began 
chairing the new archdiocesan Social Justice Task Force. 

At St. Luke, he is a eucharistic minister and lector. 
He has two children, Rita Rose, 14, and Will, 11, both 
students at St. Luke. 

“They are my two great blessings along with my wife, 
Pam, who also volunteers,” Spangler said. “We are both 
given strength by the faith community we are part of.” They 
are members of a faith sharing group with five other couples. 
“That is a huge source of strength for me. 

“They are all very important: the family, faith sharing, and 
church,” said Bill Spangler. “They give me the strength to 
move outward.” 

          

   

  

  

O my child, my delight! 

How can Iwrap 

who with the ¢ 
      

  

How do hold you, the Almighty? 
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St. Joseph is Catholic 
presence in Jennings Co. 
By Millie Harmon 

“Over the river and through the hills to 
Jesus’ house we go.” 

This traditional holiday 
“minor” word change, t just be the 
best tune parishioners of St Joseph's 
Parish of Jennings County should sing on 

their way to Sunday Mass. 
Located in the southwestern part of the 

county, in North Vernon, considered the 
fastest growing community in the United 
States, St. Joseph Parish truly enjoys the 
majestic beauty of God’s nature. Spraw- 
ling farms, grazing horses, wonderful hills 
and valleys are neighbors to this parish of 
110 families. 

St. Joseph’s (St. James’ until 1892) was 
founded in 1850 when a group of St. 
Catherine's parishioners wanted to build a 
brick church. 

Originally, the Irish, who were railroad 
workers, had built St. Catherine’s out of 
wood in 1841. That was in keeping with 

the Irish tradition of 
being able to take 
the church apart 
and literally “take it 
with them” as they 
moved down the 
line to add more 
tracks 

But St 
Catherine's 
German parish- 
ioners, who were 
farmers, wanted 

stability and a church built of bricks and 
mortar. Hence, in 1850, the Germans left 
St. Catherine's and built a church out of 
logs, named it St. James, and began sav- 
ing money to build a brick church, 

They accomplished their goal in 1892 

and renamed the brick church (seating 

capacity 272) St. Joseph's, after its pastor 

at the time, Father Joseph Thie. 
The first pastor of St. Joseph was 

Father Alphonsus Munschina, who had 
helped found several Indiana parishes. 

By the mid 1860s, the parish’s adjoining 
cemetery was nearly full and land was pur- 
chased ($1,450.00) to begin a new ceme- 
tery. Early in 1890, the parish inaugurated 
plans to erect a brick church, the present St. 
Joseph's Church, on this acreage. 

      

Father Robert Drewes 

Many of its furnishings were donated 

by parishioners, including the altar, 
windows, wooden benches and front 
doors. Between 1906-13 a school was 

built for the children to attend in the 
warm weather, Each spring, nuns taught 
religion to area children in a three-week 
session and conducted beautiful May 
crowning ceremonies for them to partic- 

ipate in. This school was torn down in 
the 1960s. 

In 1930, St. Joseph parishioners 
removed the church’s towering steeple 
which was in need of repair, and replaced 
it with the present structure. Following 
Vatican II, the church was remodeled in 
1967. A new tabernacle was purchased 
and new pews were installed. 

Today, St. Joseph's shares the faith build- 

ing process with the mission church of St. 
Anne, the firsi Catholic church in Jennings 
County and St. Mary's of North Vernon. 

Father James Ameson, who retired in 
1993, was St. Joe's last resident pastor. 
Presently, Father Robert Drewes, pastor of 
St. Mary’s, North Vernon, is the adminis- 
trator of St. Anne’s and St. Joseph's. 

“The parishioners are very eager to 
help; they have a real sense of commit- 

said Father Drewes. “It is a very 
positive situation because people are will- 
ing to carry the ball.” 

Felicia Vogel is administrative assistant 

to Father Drewes. Vogel married into a 
family which has always supported the 
parish. Her parents-in-law, Ed and Stella 
Vogel, are in charge of cemetery upkeep. 
Ed recently built a crib for the indoor 
nativity scene. Stella is chair of the spiri- 
tual life ministry. 

“Thave a banking background,” said 
Feli was hired to pay bills and keep 
books.” Being a detail oriented person 
with a paper trail for everything, Vogel 
knows she was a natural for the job. 

Prior to this, she was involved in 
church ministry as lector, eucharistic min- 
ister and choir director. 

A “part-timer,” Felicia attends several 
committee meetings including the pastoral 
council, stewardship (which she is helping 
to form), finance and all executive com- 
mittee meetings. 

Though St. Joseph's has not had a resi- 
dent pastor since 1993, it is enjoying the 
benefits of a mental minister, Father 

    

  

     

  

    

    

  

   

      

   

   

    

              

    

      

   

Father James Meade 
(from left), Stella 

and Ed Vogel and 
Felicia Vogel play 

active roles in the 
life of St. Joseph, 

Jennings County. 

Photos by Millie Harmon 

James Meade, a visiting priest from the 
Diocese of Gary and a student at Indiana 
University, Bloomington. He has been liv- 
ing in St. Joe's rectory since 1993, but 
will return to the Gary Diocese in May. 

Father Meade is a canon lawyer who is 
studying civil law, concentrating on “school 
choice” programs which would benefit par- 
ents who send children to private schools, 

AS a sacramental minister, Father Meade 

  

   iting priest at St. Anne's on Sundays. 
He is involved in sacramental Preparation 

and administration of the s nents, 
“This is such a great place,” said Father 

Meade. “Everyone is relaxed to everyone 
else. Where I'm from there is so much 
change; here, the people you work with, you 
see their family names on the tombstone.” 

Everytime this native of Dyer steps out- 
side his door and views his beautiful sur- 
roundings, he knows he'll never have it 
quite so good again. 

And he understands exactly what the peo- 
ple mean when they call Father Drewes “the 

Catholic Church in Jennings County.” 

Father Meade has clearly enjoyed his 
work and life experiences with Father 

Drewes and the parishioners these past few 

    

years. 
Originally, Father Meade’s diocese did 

not want him to study civil law. He was 
assigned to St. John’s in northern Indiana. 
“Before Mass, I'd pray to St. Anne's stat- 
ue: Let me go to law school,” explained 
Father Meade. “After Mass, I would turn 
to St. Joe's statue, the defender and pro- 
tector of our faith, and pray to him: Let 
me go to study law.” 

Was it a coincidence that Father Meade 
ended up at St. Anne and St. Joe? 

Father Meade thinks not. 
“I feel God loves this parish very 

much,” said Father Meade. “He made sure 
there would be someone to help take care 
of his people.” 

But in spring, Father Meade will leave 

and once more St. Joseph’s will face the 
Possibility of no resident priest 

“The parish definitely is facing a transi- 
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Patron saint of St. Joseph, Jennings County 

tion regarding pastoral ministry,” said 
Father Drewes. “We are trying to be ready 
for it; we may have a parish life coordina- 

tor. And there is always a possibility we 

may have another sacramental minister.” 
Felicia Vogel agreed that the unknown 

future was the biggest negative; however, 
‘she feets there withatways:beaneed for 
her parish church 

“We are in the middle: With the new 

industry, plus Walmart and the Tanger 
Outlet, our parish population could grow,” 
said Vogel. 

There are many positive things happen- 
ing in this parish to encourage that growth, 

The pastoral council, founded July 
1995, is eagerly assuming its leadership 
role by seeking to unite its parishioners 
and involve them in the larger community 
in a positive way. 

‘The newly-formed Stewardship 
Committee is eager to help its parish grow 
in time, talent and treasure. 

Religious education for elementary and 
Junior high continues to thrive with Anita 
Boye in charge. For “Spirit of Advent” the 
youths collected canned food and paper 

products for the needy. These gifts were 
brought up during the Offertory. A living 
rosary is prayed and is a very effé 
expeeience for all who pi     
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A youth ministry program is being reju: 

venated and the Boy Scout program is 

very successful, with many scouts winning 
awards, 

  

The Rosary Society reaches out to the 

parish and focal community with support 

of auctions, preparing funeral luncheons. 

and conducting rummage sales. 
The society decorates for the church sea: 

sons, orders church banners, altar cloths, 

vestments; creates a Christmas bag of treats 
for children in religious education; and holds 
an annual Christmas craft bazaar 

Many parishioners are active in St 
Vincent de Paul 

Every summer, the Knights of Colum- 
bus sponsors an old fashioned Family Day 
complete with turtle races, greased pigs, 
horse and buggy hayrides, and the “hay 
throw,” a cot 1 10 see who can throw a 

50-pound bale of hay over a volleyball net 
Father Meade knows he can't 

But hay throwing gnd volleyball nets 
aside, Father Meade knows this parish can 
overcome any challe 
spring 

He would like to see the cooperation 
among St. Anne’s, St. Mary's and St 
Joseph's continue 

“We are three separate places, we are 

individuals, but we work together in some 

areas,” said Father Meade, One example: 

St. Joe's and many St. Mary’s pastoral 

councils both meet on the same evening 
Father Meade would like to see more 

cooperation, especially among the reli- 
gious education programs. 

Acknowledging the need for each parish 
to maintain a strong identity and yet create 

a spirit of cooperation under a common 

administrator are definitely challenging 

agendas. 
But to this temporary and most welcomed 

visitor from the north, the challenge provides 
an opportunity to give Jesus and his way of 

life some positive publicity 

    

ze it May meet this 

  

    
  

      

   

  

_ Museum features St. Nicholas customs 
By Mary Ann Wyand 

The fourth century Bishop of Myra 

would no doubt be amazed by the elabor 

ate display in his honor at The Children’s 

Museum of Indianapolis 
St. Nicholas customs from many coun 

tries are featured in the museum's “Jolly 
Days” exhibit continuing until Jan. 7 

The exhibit offers an opportunity for 
museum visitors to explore Christmas tra. 

ditions from their ancestors’ homelands. 
In 16th century England, for example, it 

Was unpopular to celebrate any occasion 
connected with a saint, so St. Nicholas was 

   

instead called Father Christmas. His miter 
was replaced with a floral headpiece, but 
his flowing white beard remained the   
same, 

Traditional St. Nic 

the United States, En 
blas Customs from 

jand, the Scandina 

vian countries, and other areas of the 

  

   

world featured in the exhibit combine for a 

retrospective look. how many different 
peoples celebrate the season of giving 

The museum is located at 30th and 
Meridian streets and is open from 10 a.m 
until 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. I is 
closed on Monday. Admission is $6 for 

adults, $5 for senior citizens, and $3 for 

children ages 2-17. Children under 2 are 
admitted free. 

“Jolly Days” also includes a giant slide, 
teddy bear display, and other seasonal 
decorations and activities. 

There's even an ornate display dedi- 

cated to the Three Wise Men, who are 
shown bearing gifts for the Christ child. 
This exhibit helps children visualize the 

story of the Nativity, and in so doing hon- 
ors the birth of Jesus. 

  

  

      

   

  

   

   

          

   

  

Father Christmas 
England 

Jn the | oth century 

it was sapopular w celebrate 
any occasion commected with & Saint, 

so Si Nicholas changed bis same 

io Pather Chrisemas. 
Instead of wearing 2 pointed bat 

and carrying 2 stall, 

'@ 

‘ram a pewtet COP 
Wassad, a bt seed we 

comes ra a pe oe 
ina ra ogee beat |      cing “w     

Photo by Mary Ann Wyand 

England's Father Christmas raises a pewter cup of wassail to toast someone's health in the “Jolly 
Days” exhibit at The Children's Museum in Indianapolis. The exhibit features Christmas traditions 
from many countries. It will remain on display until Jan. 7. In 16th century England, it was unpop- 

ular to celebrate any occasion connected with a saint, so St. Nicholas was instead called Father 
Christmas. 
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Lourdes parishioner 
expresses faith via art 
  

By Mary Ann Wyand 

Scripture and icons inspire Our Lady of 
Lourdes parishioner and gifted painter E 

Adele Schluge of Indienapolis. The talent- 
ed artist said she prays while she paints 

and loves to create watercolors based on 
verses from the Old and New Testaments. 

Schluge's beautiful paintings of the 
Christmas story, St. Nicholas, a bevy of 

angels, and a variety of biblical stories deco- 
rate her home. Some are sold as hand-paint- 
ed prints or limited-edition lithographs. 

Her watercolor of “Joseph and the Coat of 
Many Colors” was purchased by the Muse- 
um of American Folk Art shop in New York 
and exhibited in a window at Rockefeller 
Plaza. Another watercolor of “Moses in the 
Rushes” was published in Country Living 
magazine in a December 1987 feature on 
biblical art in America. 

Schluge paints at her kitchen table 
beside an east window overlooking a 

wooded neighborhood in historic Irving- 
ton. She enjoys recreating memories and 
scenes from her childhood and loves to 
draw her four children and the family cat. 

She might spend a hot afternoon in July 

painting a charming picture of St. Nicho- 
las, the fourth-century Bishop of Myra, 
but during Advent she stores her painting 
supplies and focuses on family prepara- 

tions for Christmas. 
“In December I just concentrate on my 

family and going into the holidays peace- 
fully,” Schluge said. “I hope to illustrate 
some children’s books someday, but right 
now I think of motherhood as my main 
career. I paint when I can fit it in my 

schedule. 1am a mother first and then an 
artist. I think my influence as a mother is 
more important than any painting | would 
ever sell. Right now my ume with our four 
children—Katie, Caroline, John and 

Betsy—is a priority, and I am thankful for 

my husband Lee’s support.” 
Celebrating holidays with family members 

inspired her first set of lithographs in 1988. 
After completing “A Holiday Collection,” 
she began painting angels and biblical fig- 
ures based on narratives about the Creation, 
Noah's Ark, and Jonah and the Great Fish. 

“Angels of the Seasons,” her latest set 
of lithographs, depicts angels in whimsical 
settings. Completed in 1993, the pictures 
feature angels sp sinkling snow in winter, 
cradling a baby amidst spring blossoms, 
summing a harp in summer fields, and 
harvesting fruits in the autumn. 

“My biblical art is mostly taken from 
the Psalms,” Schluge said. “I’ve also 
painted Old Testament stories, the Nati- 
Vity, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and 
the theme of when Christ comes again. I 
also love the peaceable kingdom theme 
from Isaiah, ‘the lion will lie down with 
the lamv,’ which is a very typical early 
American art theme.” 

Before sitting down at her kitchen table 
to draw and paint, Schluge said she often 
reads Scripture and reflects on its mean- 
ings. Then she express it in her art. 

been encouraging to me to see the 

growing interest in art with biblical and 
Christian themes,” she said. “I love the 
idea of showing the Lord's protection in 
my art. I painted Psalm 27, about the Lord 
lighting the way and the importance of 
seeking the house of the Lord,” 

    

   
\on 

  

   

Photo by Mary Ann Wyand 

Our Lady of Lourdes parishioner Adele Schluge of Indianapolis displays her seasonal art featuring 

the Christmas story, St. Nicholas, and angels during St. Joan of Arc’s French Market last 

September. Schluge stores her painting supplies during Advent so she can focus on the season and 
her family. 

Schluge said she tries to use her artistic 
talents to glorify God, express her hope for 
world peace, and promote respect for life 

“Lhope that I project peace and the 
hope of Christ coming back someday,” 
said. “On one of my favorite paintings, 1 
put a paraphrase from Isaiah around the 
edge which said, ‘One day there will be 
perfect peace, there will be no need for 
Weapons or war, there will be no more 
hunger, and every child will be cherished.” 

I was really excited when a woman bought 

that painting, because I had painted an 
expectant mother and you could see the lit- 
tle baby nestled in her womb. Christ was 

coming on clouds, like a chariot, and 
because of his coming all the children will 
be safe. It was a chance to express my rev- 
erence for life.” 

She also promoted respect for life in a 
lithograph of an angel holding a baby. 

While painting, Schluge said she 

          

  

  
Ye thn A fanckigder 

“prays and talks to God” and asks for his 

help with her work. She always wears a 
cross and Marian medal and enjoys read- 
ing the Bible. 

“A couple of weeks ago, we had a day 
of reflection at Lourdes,” she said. “The 

theme was ‘Seek the Face of the Lord,” the 
archbishop’s motto. Later I painted a face 
of Christ that was almost an icon in style. I 
don’t use the term ‘icon’ lightly. My paint- 
ing was just of the face. I felt like he 
looked very caring and loving.” 

Adele Schluge sells most of her paint- 

ings, hand-painted prints, and limited- 
edition lithographs, but said she will 

never part with a crayon rendering of the 
Mother and Child because it is one of 
her favorite works. 

“TI got out of bed one night to draw it,” 
she said, smiling. “It was the middle of the 
night, and it just came to me, and it was 
important that [ draw it” 

    

  
  

 



  

Photo by Catholic News Service   
Night of stars, 
Heaven's Light, 
Love is born 

To us this night. 

Love is starlight, 
Love is bright. 

Prince of Peace 

Will come tonight. 

By Arlene Locke 

(Arlene Locke is a member of St. Christopher Parish in 
Indianapolis.) 
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The creche 
isn’t just 
for children 
The creche combines 
elements found in the 
two narratives related 
by Luke and Matthew 

St. Francis of Assisi is sometimes cred- 
ited with carving and building the first 
creche, the crib set that depicts Jesus’ 
birth in Bethlehem. It is said that he con- 
sidered it an excellent way to teach the 

meaning of Jesus’ birth. 
The creche continues to fill that role 

today. Of course, children like to see the 

figures and we can teach them as we 
explain the role of each one. But a medita- 

tion on the creche can also be useful for 
adults who want to reflect on the real 
meaning of Christmas. 

The creche tells the full story of Jesus’ 
birth better than any one of the Gospels 
because it typically combines elements 
from both the Gospel According to 
Matthew and the Gospel According to 
Luke. These are the only two Gospels that 
say anything about Jesus’ birth. 

The prologue to the Gospel According 
to John gives a theological explanation of 
the Incarnation, emphasizing that the 
Word who was made flesh was the same 
God of creation who existed from the 
beginning. But it doesn’t narrate the 
events surrounding Jesus’ birth. Only 
Matthew and Luke do that. 

Since Luke’s and Matthew's Gospels 

tell the story of Jesus’ birth so differently, 

the manger is able to select its cast of 
characters from each. Thus, the shepherds 
and the angels come from Luke’s Gospel 
while the Magi and their gifts come from 
Matthew's Gospel. 

There are, however, some details in the 

The creche at the Cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul in Indianapolis. The 

Creche tells the full story of Jesus’ birth better than any one of the Gospels fancy narratives. 

Gospels that cannot be depicted in the 
manger scene. One of those details is in 
both infancy narratives—-the teaching that 
Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
that Mary remained a virgin and that Jesus 
had no human father. Luke presents that 
doctrine of Christianity during his story of 
the Annunciation when Gabriel tells 
Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. Therefore, the child to 
be born will be called holy, the Son of 

God” (Lk 1:35). Matthew has an angel 
appearing to Joseph in a dream with the 

words, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit 
that this child has been conceived in her” 
(Mt 1:20). 
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The choice of a stable instead of a 

house in most creches is taken from 
Luke's Gospe!. Matthew has Mary and 
Joseph living in a house in Bethlehem, 
while Luke tells us about a huge census 
that requires Mary and Joseph to travel 
to Bethlehem—despite the fact that 
Mary’s time to deliver is so near. 

Nevertheless, both Gospels make it 
clear that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
to fulfill scriptural prophecies that the 

Jew's messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem 
Although the stable in which Jesus 

was born was actually a cave, we are 
accustomed to identifying it with a barn, 
complete with animals, Indeed, a 
manger is nothing more than a feeding 
trough for animals and Luke tells us that 
Mary “wrapped (Jesus) in swaddling 

etothes and laid him in a manger” (Lk 
2:7). Most creches include both an ox 
and an ass. Few of us consider that these 
are there to recall what Isaiah wrote: 
“The ox knows its owner, and an ass its 
master’s crib; but Israel does not know, 
my people has not understood” (Is 1:3). 

We sometimes pass over those “swad- 
dling clothes” without much thought. My 
Bible has a footnote that says that “there 
may be an allusion here to the birth of 

another descendant of David, his son 

Solomon, who though a great king was 
wrapped in swaddling clothes like any 
other infant.” In the Book of Wisdom 

(which was written less than 50 years. 
before Jesus’ birth and was widely 

known), Solomon is said to declare: “I 

was nurtured in swaddling clothes, with 

every care” (Wis 7:4) 
Every creche has shepherds, of course, 

along with their sheep. It is typical of 

Luke to have shepherds in his story 
because no Gospel writer was as con 
cerned as was Luke with the outcast, the 
poor, the sinner or the afflicted. And shep: 
herds were looked down upon by the Jews 

of Palestine at the time of Jesus’ birth 

After all, they had to take care of th 

sheep even on the Sabbath. Furthermore 

all the Jewish 

ules while living in 

  

   

    

they couldn’t observe 
   dietary and cleans' 

the fields with the sheep. They were poor 

     and they were outcasts, but they were 

ones to whom the angels announced the 

birth of the Savior 

Matthew, on the other hand, tells us 

the story of the Magi, astrologe’ mv 

  

the East who followed a new start 

    erusalem, whe 

Herod, and the 

Bethlehem. (H 

      

Photo by Margaret Nelson 

of Matthew and Luke because it combines the elements of the two in- 

Bethlehem, they prostrated themselves 

in front of Jesus and offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. Since 
there were three gifts, it has always 
been assumed that there were three 
Magi (although Matthew doesn’t say 
so), and the creche includes them in its 
cast of characters—sometimes with 
their camels. The Magi’s star is also 

positioned above the creche. 
These characters have multiple func- 

tons in telling the story of Jesus’ birth. 

First of all, they are not Jews; they are 

gentiles, so they represent you and me 

and all the rest of the non-Jewish world 
that Christianity would appeal to in the 
future. 

They are also from “the East,” although 
Matthew is no more specific than that. 
Perhaps they were from Persia (modern 
Iran) since the word “magi” was original- 

ly a designation of the Persian priestly 
caste. There's a vast land east of Palestine 
from which they could have come. 

(The story of the Magi played an 
important role in saving the Church of the 
Nativity from destruction. This is the 
church built by Constantine's mother, 
Helena, over the site of Jesus’ birth. In the 
year 614 the Persians invaded the Holy 

Land and destroyed about 300 Christian 
churches, but they spared the Church of 
the Nativity because there was a mosaic 
scene of the adoration of the Magi in the 
church that showed the Magi in Persian 
costumes.) 

Matthew also undoubtedly included the 

story of the Magi in his Gospel in order to 
recall the visits received by Solomon. The 

First Book of Kings tells us, “Men from 
all nations came to hear Solomon’s wis- 

dom, and he received gifts from all the 
kings of the world, who heard of his wis- 
dom” (1 Kgs 5:14). Further on, in chapter 
10, we learn that the Queen of Sheba vis. 

ited Solomon. Ruler of a principality in 
hat is now Yemen, she “arrived in 

  

  

  

    

  

ery numerous ret 

  

     and with camels bi jar 

  

ring spices, a 

  

amount of gold, and precious stones” (1 

  

ut his Gospel, Matthew was 

  

  

  

intent on showing how Jesus fulfilled the 

prophecies of the Jewish Scriptures. Thus 

when the Magi fell prostrate to pay Jesus 
homage. it recalled Isaiah's words, “Kings 

will be your foster fathers Bowing to 
ind, they Il worship you” (Is 

49:23). There was this line in th 

Book of P: The kings of Set   
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Readers share their special Christmas memories 
Christmas Store patron 
receives holiday miracle 

By Donna Novotney 

We were frantically filling the last of 
the shelves at the Terre Haute Deanery 
Catholic Charities annual Christmas Store. 

The customers would soon be coming in 
to shop for their free gifts. For some of 
them, it would be the only Christmas pre- 
sents they and their children would have 

that year. 

Marcella Evrard of Terre Haute, a mem- 

ber of the National Council of Catholic 

Women and a Christmas Store volunteer, 
had just opened the last box left over from 

the previous year. 
“Here are the shoes again,” she said 

“We've had them for four years!” 

She held up a pair of shiny new men’s 
black leather oxfords. They were such ex- 
pensive-looking shoes, and we couldn't 
believe we still had them. They were a 
very odd size and simply wouldn’t fit any 
man who had tried them. 

“Maybe if we'd all say a little prayer,” 
someone said, “we might find our Cinder- 
ella.” 

Tt was a busy day. We helped many 
grateful mothers shop for their families. 

I looked up to find my next shopper, an 
elderly man, waiting for his turn to select 
gifts. It was hard to keep from looking 
down at his feet. To keep the soles of his 
shoes intact, he had wrapped them in duct 
ta 

   

pe. 
1 took his gift form and read the rames 

and ages. 
“I'm shopping for my granddaughter 

and her three children,” he said. “They've 

come on to some hard times and they're 
living with me now.” 

He chose thé gifts foreach member of 
his family, then it was time to find a gift 
for himself. 

“I don’t want a thing, m’am,” he said. 
“Just pick out something else for the chil- 
dren.” 

I slipped another gift into the bag as he 
prepared to leave. He was thanking me 

over and over and wishing us all a “Merry 
Christmas.” 

As he was going out the door, I called 
after him. 

“Come back,” I said. “We have a pair of 
shoes I want you to try.” 

“No shoes fit me, m’am,” he 
explained. “This pair I got here, I had to 
go to St. Louis for them three years 
ago.” 

Reluctantly, he took the black oxfords 
and looked them over. 

“Try them,” I urged him. 
“Don’t think it’s any use,” he said, 

but he sat down and removed his old 
shoes. 

We were all standing around watching 
him and waiting. Slowly he stood up and 
began to smile. 

“They were made for me,” he said. 
“Thank you so much and God bless you!” 

And that was just one of our Christmas 
miracles! 

(Holy Rosary parishioner Donna Novot- 
ney of Seelyville is a Terre Haute Catholic 

Charities Christmas Store volunteer and a 
member of the National Council of 
Catholic Women.) 

  

Reader remembers year 
JFK was assassinated 

By Marie LeRoy 

My most memorable Christmas oc- 
curred in 1963. the year that President 

John F. Kennedy was assassinated 
It was also the year that I, as a 10-year- 

old, found myself unsure about the exis- 
tence of Santa. Financially, it was a lean 

year for my parents. My sister and I, how- 
ever, had our hopes and dreams about the 

gifts that we would receive under the 
Christmas tree 

As all Christmases had gone to that 
point in my young life, it was certainly 
still exciting, with a big Christmas Eve 
dinner at my grandmother's house and 
then on to Midnight Mass. It was there that 

| participated as an angel in the procession 
to deliver Baby Jesus to his manger. It 
always seemed that no matter what hap- 

pened, this had always been the highlight 
of the holiday. Even with this excitement, 

however, that year was different. There 

was a sadness that was very noticeable, 

but no one ever actually acknowledged it. 
Christmas morning finally arrived after 

an anticipatory twilight sleep. My sister 
and I awoke and ran frantically to the tree. 

We couldn’t help but notice how few gifts 
were there. This was quickly becoming a 
disappointing Christmas, 

Then we spied the traditional note 
from Santa. This year I recognized that 
the handwriting was my father’s cursive 
script. Now it seemed as though all of 
my dreams had been totally shattered 
This truly had become my worst 
Christmas ever. 

I thought it best at this point to do my 
good deed and read the letter to my 
younger sister, who could not yet do it for 
herself. At least I could go along with the 
charade for her sake. 

To my amazement, Santa's note tugged 
at my heartstrings! He wrote about how 
terribly sad he and his elves were about 
the death of President Kennedy. He said 
that they could barely work to make the 
toys because they just could not stop cry- 
ing. He hoped that we were not too a 
pointed, and that he would try to make it 
up to us the next Christmas, 

As I read on, I realized how selfish I 
had been. Now that I knew my parents 
were buying the gifts, this letter took on 
fnew meaning for me. That they had taken 
the time to write to their children about the 
grief of a nation was so incredible. That 

letter became the ultimate gift, certainly 

better than any boxed toy under the 
Christmas tree. 

Ich that letter in my mind and 
heart to this day. I saw the love of baby 
Jesus illustrated so beautifully through the 
actions of loving, sen: i 
ents. That Christmas, w! 
ceived as my worst, 

my most precious holiday memory ever. 
For that, I will be eternally grateful. 

(Marie LeRoy is a member of St. Pius X 

Parish in Indianapolis.) 

   

  

   

    

Three Christmases 
were very different 

By Edwin Enneking 

On Christmas Eve of 1944 our Liberty 
ship was headed for Guam at eight knots 
under a full moon. We passed Quaduline 
Island on Christmas Day. 

Shortly after noon, we were ordered 
below deck and soon were invited back 
out on the deck again to find Santa Claus 
ready to climb down a mast. Some of our 
soldiers who were dressed as women help- 

ed Santa pass out gifts from the United 
Service Organization. 

By Christmas of 1945, I was back home 

with my mother at Oldenburg. We had 
decorated a tree and put lights on bushes 
in the front yard 

My bride-to-be was coming by train from 
Louisville to Osgood, where I was to meet 
her. However, there was a sleet storm on the 
morhing of Christmas Eve and I had to drive 

20 miles to Osgood on icy roads. 
The electricity went off about noon that 

day, but the absence of electrical service 

did not affect the furnace or cook-stove. 
We took turns dressing by kerosene lamp 
for Midnight Mass. 

Luckily, Holy Family Church was 

powered by electricity from the (Olden 
burg Franciscans’) convent power plant 

    

door tree and inside of the   so the ou 

    

     

  

  

  

Photo by Mary Ann Wyand 
ar-old Lauren Barr of Indianapolis enjoys listening to a Santa Claus music box at 

home. She is the daughter of Craig and Pam Barr. Her father teaches at Bishop Chatard High 
School and also coaches the varsity football team. 
  

church were lighted and the organ 
worked during the Mass. 

At that time, the Franciscan friars stud- 
ied their last four years at Oldenburg, so it 
was a Solemn High Mass with a deacon, 
subdeacon and master of ceremonies. 

The choir sang in Latin, and with solos 
and repetitions the music took longer than 
the priest’s silent reading. As the choir 
neared “/ncarnatus Est” the ministers re- 
turned to the foot of the altar to kneel. On 
returning to the chair, the priest’s stiff, open- 
sided chasuble had to be guided again into 
the opening between the seat and back. 

By Christmas of 1946 my wife and I 

  

   

  

   
had been married almost a year and were 
living at Alexandria, La., where roses were 
in bloom and screen doors in use. We had 
supper and spent Christmas Eve with our 
landlord and his wife, who went to Mid- 
night Mass with us at the cathedral. 

My family had always opened our gifts 
on Christmas Eve, but my wife's family 
traditionally opened gifts on Christmas 
Day. We opened our gifts after the Mass 
that year. Since we had not yet gone to 
bed, it seemed like Christmas Eve to me 
but for my wife it was Christmas Day. 

(Edwin Enneking is a member of St. 

Lawrence Parish at Lawrenceburg.) 
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Memories of Christmas 
include special liturgies 

  

Mass at police station 
was unique, meaningful 

By Janet Miller 

In December of 1951, my brother was 
stationed at Camp Rucker in Alabama, 
and my family joined him for the holi- 
days. 

Everything was a new experience: 
warm weather, no snow, holly gathered 

from the woods for decorating, and the 
familiar friends and functions of 
Christmas “up North” far away. All of 
this paled by comparison, however, to 

the experience of Midnight Mass there. 
I was 21, totally immersed in pre- 

Vatican II liturgy and the magnificence 
of the choirs and decorations at St. Joan 
of Arc Church in Indianapolis. 

Nil was my preparation for Mass in 
Enterprise, Ala. It was celebrated in a 
corner of ile local police station! A tem- 
porary altar, folding chairs, a small poin- 
settia, and carols on a speaker which 

  

alternated with incoming police calls set 
the scene for this Christmas Eve Mass. 

My heart sank as I entered the station, 
for this was my favorite liturgy of the 

year. | readied myself to offer this sacri- 

fice to the Christ Child as my gift. 
Not to be outdone in the gift area, 

however, God himself shifted my 

focus and gave me the gift of clearer 
vision. Stripped of all the lovely but 

non-essential trappings, I saw clearly 
the elements of Mass, worship, and 

the Word of God made flesh in the 

Eucharist, in the Scripture, and ina 
stable so long ago. What [ had 
thought lost was right there. The 
Incarnate God was in my heart. 

As the years have gone by, I have 
grown spiritually with the post-conciliar 
Church and have celebrated many 
magnificent Midnight Mass liturgies. 
However, none of these has given me 
the insight and peace I gained that 
Christmas of 1951. It will always remain 

special to me. 
(Janet Miller is a member of St. 

Thomas Aquinas Parish in Indian- 

apolis.) 
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New Beginnings! 
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We wish everyone 

a Blessed Christmas 

and Happy New Year! 
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St. Francis 
Hospital Center 
We believe there’s more 

ay to good care than oe 
eae 

good medicine. 

St. Francis Hospital Center has been 
serving Indianapolis and central Indiana 
since 1914. From humble beginnings 
we've grown to hecome a leading Midwest 
medical institution 

al Center cont 
medical care and works 

St. Franeis Hosp sto 
       

    

ind technol- 
Sour sixty-bed 

psychtatric unit or our spectal services for 
Seniors, St. Francis has become a leader 
ina vanety of fields. Today, nationally 
recognized physicians a 

  

of the newest procedures in advanced 
cardiac treatment and Laser surgery 

  

Our women’s health program is among 
the most complete and unique in 
Indianapolis, offering comprehensive 
services, from obstetrics and breast cancer 

ing, to education; we really under 
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what makes our professtonal care 
special, 1s our compassionate caring. It’s 
uni init within St. Francis that 

  

    
        

0 ery patient every day. Talk t 
Mur phyniced or eill wut the many 
programs and services available here. We 
really do believe there’s more to good care 
than good medicine 

ST. FRANCIS 
POs 
& HEAL TH 
CENTERS 

We can help you find 

the right physician 

for you and your family. 

Call us at 782-6699. 

  

  

  

  

  

Mlustration by Andrea Mattucet 

Oldenburg Academy freshman Andrea Mattucci created this award-winning drawing when she 

was a student at St. Louis School in Batesville. Andrea's artwork is among 25 student pictures 

which have been reproduced as 1995 Holy Childhood Association Christmas seals. 

  

Christmas elf brings 
joy to empty-nesters 

By Cynthia Dewes 

It was the first Christmas Eve that my hus- 
band and I would spend without all the kids 

at home. Our comfy traditions of a special 
supper, reading from St. Luke’s Nativity 

Gospel, opening presents, and attending, 

Midnight Mass together would be no fun by 
ourselves, and probably sad to boot. 

So the two of us went to Mass alone. As 
we sat in the darkened church, scented 
with balsam and incense, the organist be- 
gan to play a medley of beloved carols and 
hymns. I could feel tears beginning to rise, 
and no one could feel sorrier for herself 
than I was at that moment. 

Suddenly an apparition appeared, flit- 
ting down the center aisle in a green leo- 
tard and pausing in front of the altar. It 
was a friend and fellow parishioner who 

had convinced the liturgy committee they 
needed something new for the Christmas 
Eve Mass, and she was it. 

Now, this was during the heady post- 
Vatican II time of creative liturgical in- 
novation and invention, My friend 
demonstrated these, plus grace and rever- 

ence, as she danced about in front of the 
congregation. She was an inspired green elf 
cavorting with enthusiastic spiritual joy. 

Unfortunately, I was not prepared for such 
an event. And my husband, more attuned to 
conventional displays of piety than what he 
was witnessing, tumed to me with a look of 
stunned disbelief. As our eyes mei, overpow- 
ering waves of hilarity began to engulf us 
and we had to look away. 

Scrunching together, we struggled to 

contain ourselves without insulting our 

friend or alerting those nearby. It was 
tough, but we managed to cover our snorts 
of glee with Kleenex. Only the entrance of 
the priest and his entourage sobered us up. 

What had portended to be a gloomy 

event instead turned out to be a source of 
great joy for us. The absent kids were 

delighted not to be held accountable tor 
our feelings of loss, and we had a funny 
Christmas memory which brings smiles to 
our faces to this day 

(Cynthia Dewes is now a member of St. 
Paul Parish in Greencastle, and is a 

columnist for The Criterion.) 

   

      

Woman recalls year she 
got to ‘carry’ baby Jesus 

    

By Jean Allen 

It was a tradition for our family to 
1 Midr Mass at Christmas, and all 

holid. 
     

  

my heart. It was then that I was selected 

by all my ates to carry the Baby 
Jesus to the manger at Midnight Mass. 

It was a tradition for all the children at St 
Mary School in Lanesville to march around 
the aisles of the church while carrying can- 
dles and singing Christmas carols. 

My heart was filled with such ex- 
citement as I readied myself in the beau- 

tiful long white dress and flowing veil that 

had been made just for me for this special 
occasion by the loving hands of a neighbor 
and good family friend. 

Oh, I remember how the candles glowed 
with a soft warmth and the singing itself 
seemed as angels beckoning for the com- 
ing of our Lord. This must just be a por- 
tion of joy that Mary must have felt, and I 
could taste of that pleasure through ‘this 
experience. 

I was so honored to think that I had the 
privilege to carry the Baby Jesus. 

Years later, as [tell my grandchildren of 
this most precious moment of mine, I 
remind-thent-that we alliare called t6 carry 
Jesus in-our Jifeand:to bring-Himn forth to 
the world of today: What a joy to be loved 
by Him. 

(Jean Allen is a member of St. Joseph 
Parish in Corydon.) 

  

Expectant mother thinks 
of Mary on Christmas 
    
By Donna Swinford 

I shall never forget that very special 
Christmas 14 years ago as I sat at Mid- 
night Mass. I was eagerly expecting my 

first child, due on Dec. 28, and had already 
been experiencing contractions. 

At Mass I was tired but excited. The con: 
tractions had started again. Would this be the 

night? Would my baby be born today? 
Surely this was how the Blessed Virgin 

felt on that first Christmas. | could truly 

picture her thoughts and feelings that night 
so long ago, for | was experiencing the 
pain, the longing to have the birth over, 
and the desire to hold my child. 

I prayed, “Please let this baby come 
tonight.” Then I prayed again, “No, not 

tonight, for I pity the child who must share 

his or her birthday with Jesus.” 
After Mass ended, I went home to bed. 

One prayer was answered, for the labor 
pains stopped and Christmas came and 
went without the birth of our baby 

When I go to Midnight Mass this year, I 

will stand next to my firstborn son, Jesse 
who will be 14 years old on Jan. 4. He is 

as tall as Lam, and is handsome and 

devout. I know [am trul: 
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Readers recall helping 
others enjoy Christmas 
Christmas with Carl 
meant special stories 

By Ben Kelker 
  

There was a light snow falling outside 

It was cold, and ice had formed on the in- 
side of the windows downstairs, The 
Globe Boy stove did a nice job of heating 
the living room and—combined with the 

cook stove in the kitchen—the dining 
room in between was quite cozy. Upstairs 
was always warm, as the open stairway 
was a natural conduit for the rising heat. 

It was Christmas morning, and the gifts 

were neatly placed under the tree. My two 
sisters and brothers were impatiently wait- 
ing with me, but it wasn’t time yet. We 
had just retumed from 6 o’clock Christmas 
Mass, and it was getting near time for Dad 
to go back into town to pick up “Carl,” a 
bachelor in his 50s. 

Dad couldn’t think of someone spend- 
ing Christmas alone. Carl wasn’t the 
first single man that Dad had brought 
home. He had been a friend of “Doc’s” 
before, and he even gave Doc a part of 
our garden in the summer because Doc 
really liked to grow things but couldn’t 
because he lived in an apartment. 

Doc had died during the summer, after 
undergoing an operation. Carl began com- 
ing to our home for Christmas in 1943, 

and he continued spending the holiday 
with us until his death in 1951. 
Mom and Dad were putting on their 

Coats, so we knew Dad was on his way 
to pick up Carl. 
Dad's car was old and needed a new 

Starter, but life in America during World 
War I meant that people couldn't get car 
Parts easily except on the black market, Dad 
started the car, a 1939 Ford sedan with a 

Straight stick, by parking it on a grade. 
On this winter morning, he placed it in 

first gear, depressed the clutch, and Mom 
began to push the car. It began to roll, Dad 
let out on the clutch, and it started. We 
knew it wouldn’t be long now. 

We had really grown to love Carl. It 
was like having a “spare” Grandpa. He 
brought a box of rock candy, but the best 
gift he brought was himself. He was as ex- 
cited as we were about the gifts. He told us 
Stories about his life as a boy in Swit- 
zerland, and we listened intently as he 
talked about times gone by. 

At dinner—that was our noon meal on 
Christmas—we all fought over who got to 
sit next to Carl at the table. Mom finally 
resolved the problem. Each of us was al- 
lowed to sit next to Carl for a portion of 
the meal, then Mom would move us and 
our dishes around on the tavte so we all 
would have our time next to him. 

Carl asked to go home about two hours 
after dinner, but we wanted him to stay for 
supper. We won. Carl was happy too. I 
don’t remember any of the gifts we got 
that year, except the rock candy from Carl. 

It’s been 50 years since my first 
Chi as with Carl, but I still remember 

it as if it was yesterday. 
(Ben Kelker is a member of SS. Francis 

and Clare Parish in Greenwood.) 

  

Family sends search 
party for grandmother 

  
By Dawn Debes 

A yearly tradition for the Conti family 

is attending the children’s Christmas 
Eve Mass together at Holy Family 
Church in Richmond 

For a while, it was easy to fit four 

granddaughters, two moms, two dads, and 
a pair of grandparents into two cars. How 

ever, the family expanded to include two 
grandsons and a third vehicle was a must 

Christmas Eve was always a little 

hectic. After Mass, we all hurried to cold 

cars in anticipation of a wonderful meal 
prepared by our family’s star chef, 
Gramma. The trip home was short, only 
about a five-minute drive 

Our family has a tendency to tease 

and make jokes, even on Christmas Eve 

Uncle Mike directed one at Gramma, 

trying to get a rise out of her. He circled 

the house, repeating his joke, with no 
response. He believed that we had turned 

the joke around on him and Gramma was 
hiding somewhere. 

As we all promised him we didn’t know 
where she was, the reality hit like a ton of 
bricks. Gramma was still at church! 

It was a tense moment as we waited 
for Grampa’s reaction. Slowly a smile 
crept across his face, and then he 
laughed. And when Grampa laughed, he 
always laughed from head to toe. 

Uncle Mike and my father jumped in a 
car and hurried back to church while the 
Test of us waited anxiously, not knowing 
whether to laugh or cry. 

When she finally arrived, Grampa met 
Gramma at the door and, with a smile, 
said, “I thought you got run over bya 
reindeer!” 

Later, when Gramma was beginning 
to find some humor in the fiasco, she 
shared the conversation she had with 
Father Pat Mercier while she was wait- 
ing at Holy Family Church. 

“Marilyn,” Father Mercier said, “I’ve 
heard of a woman being left at the altar, 
but never a grandma left at the church!” 

It was another memorable Christmas in 
1993, as it was also the last time we were 
all together in church before Dominick 
Conti, my Grampa, passed away on Dec. 

27, 1994, following a lengthy illness. 
(Dawn Debes lives in Annapolis, Md.) 

‘Christmas Angel’ helps 
man find joy in season 

  

By Mike Rhinaman 

Once again, my co-workers came 
through to help brighten Christmas for a 
needy family. Last year we were able to 
collect over $300 in cash donations plus 
gifts of food, toys and clothing. We esti- 
mated that over $600 in money and gifts 
was sent to our Christmas family. 

All of this came at a time when I didn’t 
care whether Christmas 1994 came or 
went because I was preoccupied with my 
own problems. As I spent time in several 
Stores, shopping for the kids in the family, 
I felt no Christmas spirit. 

In all the years I had worked on the 
Christmas family program, I had never 
gone along to make the delivery. I 
always came up with an excuse not to 

  

  

     Winter scenes like this view of Fall Creek in Indianapolis covered with ice and ‘snow are Serene and beautiful reminders of Christmases from yesteryear. 
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It seemed funny that at a time in my life 
when I was searching to find some inner 
peace I would somehow be talked into 
going and sharing in this very special 
delivery. What seemed even more odd to 
me, now that I’ve had time to reflect on 
the holiday gift delivery, was that we 
helped a woman named Angel. 

Perhaps she was a “Christmas angel.” 
The few moments that I spent with 
Angel that morning gave me some of the 
inner peace that I so desperately needed 
to find. What Angel didn’t realize was 
that she also gave me back the spirit of 
giving to someone. 

As we made our way back to work, my 
troubles and problems didn’t seem so big 
anymore. And where Christmas spirit had 
been lacking, I now had a better feeling 
about myself and in what direction my life 
was heading. 

That day touched my life in a way that I 
may never know. Angel's words, her ex- 
Pression of heartfelt thanks, and her emo- 
tions showed me what Christmas is all 
about. It’s not jolly old St. Nick. It’s not 
getting gifts and the materialistic side that 
T once was concemed with. Christmas is 
giving and caring and sharing your time 
and talents for the sake of others. 

Tam proud to be associated with a 
group of people who took the time to 
care and share their time and talents to 
make someone's Christmas special. I 
may not have received the gift that I was 
hoping for, but I did receive the gift of a 
“Christmas angel.” And you can never 
tell how or when you will receive that 
type of gift. 

(Mike Rhinaman is a member of St. 
Patrick Parish in Indianapolis. He is an 
employee of National City Bank.) 
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go, and this year would be no i 
I made it quite clear that I would not go. 
What was I afraid of? A visit from the 
ghost of Christmas past? I was told that 
maybe if I did go on the delivery run I 

Just might find some of the Christmas 
spirit I was missing this year. Somehow 
I was talked into going 

As we pulled up in front of the family’s 
house, I took a deep breath and proceeded 
toward the door. We made trip after wip 
into the house and placed more than 45 
packages around the tree 

  

Angel, the mother, stared in disbelief 
as we brought in all of the packages 
After the gifts were in place around the 

tree, I introduced everyone and told 
Angel that we were glad we could do 

something to mal istmas a little    

  

amily 
tarted to well up in her 

eyes and in the eyes of those around 
her—including mine—it was apparent 
how much she appreciated what had 
been done for her family 

I don’t know what I had been expecting 
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Readers share happy memories 
Sons recovery from cancer 
is answer to holiday prayers 

By Donna Laughlin 
A year ago, around the first of November, was the 

beginning of the most devastating year I have ever 
experienced 

My 25-year-old son, Sean, became ill. It was a Sunday, 
and he was on his way to work as a detention officer at the 
Marion County Home. He decided to stop by and ask me 
to feel a swollen gland in his neck. I suggested that he go 
to a walk-in medical care facility open on Sundays and 
have it checked by a doctor 

A clinic staff member took an X-ray, which was normal, 

and the doctor prescribed some medication, but recom- 

mended that Sean see an internist because the swollen 
gland needed to be looked at further. 

Sean went to an internist, who ran more tests and pre- 

scribed a different medication. A few weeks later, the 

internist saw Sean again and recommended that he goto 
an ear, nose and throat specialist as the swollen gland did 
hot seem to be getting any better. 

The specialist saw Sean and decided to do a needle- 
point biopsy in his office and send it off for a pathology 
report. 

By this time, the Christmas holidays were rapidly 
approaching and we experienced a delay in receiving 

the results. We tried to put Sean’s medical concerns of 
the last few months out of our minds so we could have a 
wonderful Christmas and celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
We did have a wonderful family Christmas. This was 
the first year we got to spend the holidays with Gina, 
Sean's fiancee. 

A few days after Christmas we were back on the merry- 
go-round of doctors and tests. The needlepoint biopsy was 
inconclusive as three of the five samples were normal, but 
two were atypical. The specialist decided he wanted to do 
outpatient surgery to remove some lymph nodes from 
Sean’s neck so a pathologist could examine them. 

When the doctor called us into a hospital room after 
Sean's surgery, we all felt an overwhelming feeling that 
“something” was not right. The specialist told us he and 
the pathologist both felt that Sean had some sort of lym- 
phoma, either Hodgkin’s or Non-Hodgkin's disease. 

My husband, Joe, in almost utter disbelief, kept ask- 
ing the doctor, “You mean my son has cancer? My son 
has cancer?” 

      

I cannot express the pain and despair I felt when the 
doctor told my son that he had cancer and would be 

seen by an oncologist within the 

  

ext few days. We all 

   

cried, and then we prayed and prayed for strength and 
healing 

The next day, Sean was examined by an oncologist 
As the whole family walked down the corridor to the 
specialist's office, Sean said, “Mom, I never thought 

  that at 26 years of age 1 would be walking down the hall 
to see an oncologist 

How my heart ached for him at that moment 

Sean was diagnosed with Hodgkin's disease. The 

oncologist was extremely kind, caring, compassionate 

and gentle. He was very positive with Sean and told 
him that there was every reason to believe in a cure. At 
this point, he recommended surgery to remove Sean’s 

spleen and exan.ine his abdominal area for any sign of 
disease before prescribing radiation therapy or 
chemotherapy 

Thanks to Jesus and the wonderful physicians at St 
Francis Hospital Center in Beech Grove, the surgery 
was a complete success. Sean showed no additional 
signs of disease. Again Jesus blessed us with another 
fine physician for Sean’s radiation therapy. Sean devel- 
oped an instant rapport with him. The whole family 
could sense the doctor's caring. compassion, kindness, 
and dedication to his profession. 

Sean was told he would have 11 weeks of radiation 
therapy and five years of follow-up medical care. 

It is once again the beginning of another Christmas 

season and time to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Sean is 
fine and is the “picture of health.” He has had two fol- 
low-up visits with the specialist and has been told he is 
“healthy as a horse.” 

Sean and Gina are now married and are the proud 
Parents of Megan. 

I thank God for his many, many blessings and the many, 
many prayers offered for Sean and our family over the 
past year. I could truly feel the presence of God in our 
lives through all these prayers. 

We have learned that the most important things in life 
are not “things.” I want to thank Jesus for having already 
given me the most precious Christmas gift ever—Sean’s 
health and weil-being. 

Our whole family looks forward to a rea! celebration of 

life on Dec. 25, 1995, as we wish Jesus a happy birthday 
once again. 

(Donna Laughlin is a member of Holy Name Parish in 

Beech Grove and is an archdiocesan employee. She works 
for Catholic Social Services.) 

  

  

  

  

  

Have a Blessed Christmas 

St. Mary’s Child Center, Inc. 
Testing for children of all ages with learning and behavior Problems. 

Pre-School for at-risk 3-5 year-olds. Summer School 
901 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. Indpis., IN 46202 635-1491 
  

  

Christmas Blessings 
BLOOMINGTON — SEYMOUR 

DEANERY SCHOOLS 
  

St. Charles Elementary School 
2224 E. Third Street + Bloomington, indiana » (812) 336-5853 

Principal—Mrs. Virginia Suttner 

St. Vincent de Paul School 
1723 S. “I" Street * Bloomington, Indiana + (812) 279-2540 

Principal—Mrs. Katherine Sleva 

St. Bartholomew School 
1306 27th Street * Columbus, indiana « (812) 372-6830 

Principal—Ms. Colleen Coleman 

St. Joseph School 
125 E. Broadway * Shelbyville, indiana + (317) 398-4202 

Principal—Mrs. Joan Livingston 

St. Mary School 
209 Washington Street « North Vernon, Indiana + (812) 346-3445, 

Principai—Mrs. Mary Ann Sullivan 

St. Ambrose School 
301 S. Chestnut Street + Seymour, Indiana * (812) $22-3522 

Principal—Mrs. Donna Mahoney 

Shawe Memorial Jr. & Sr. High School 
201 W. State Street + Madison, Indiana * (812) 273-2150 

Principal—Ms. Rita King 

Pope John XXIII School 
221 State Street « Madison, Indiana + (812) 273-3957 

Principal—Ms. Tami Kruer 

St. Rose of Lima 
114 Lancelot Dr. * Franklin, Indiana * (317) 738-3929 

Principali—Ms. Laura Riley       

GREENFIELD 
BEVERAGE 

1763 E. MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, INDIANA 

462-2818 
  

  

Season's Greetings 
from all your friends at 

Our Lady of Providence 
High School 

707 West Highway 131 
Clarksville, Indiana 

  

  

  

Campy Solids! 4 
Annunciation 

of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

School 

Principal - Mrs. Barbara Reece 

   

19 North Alabama St 
Brazil, Indiana - 47834 
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' Phmaly mary Aa Wyand 

This display at The Children's Museum in Indianapolis 

pays tribute to the Three Wise Men who brought gifts to 

the Christ Child on that first Christmas. 

      
   

  

Mother superior displays 
true spirit of Christmas 
By Alice Dailey 

With Christmas vacation looming, 7-yeas-old Jeanie 
blurted out, “All the kids are bringing cookies and things 
to the sisters. When do I get to take something?” 

Good question, and one that had been bugging me. Gold 
and silver I had none, so what could I give? “Petit fours,” I 
announced triumphantly. “I'll make petit fours. Ret 

they've never had anything like those before." (Nor since.) 
New at this parent/school stage. and a little in awe of 

the sisters—especially of the tall, formidable superior, 
Sister Rose Aloysia—I just had to make something, 
well, superior. 

During free time, as in naptime for a 2-year-old, I 
assembled all the scratch materials (Betty Crocker’s time 
had not yet come), and confidently mixed, stirred, and beat 
the batter, then finally shoved the blend into the oven. 

Never before had such a boated, bulgy cake emerged 
from anyone's oven. 

“How,” I wondered nervously, “can this monster be 

cut into dainty little tea cakes? 
The art of splitting cake into layers had not yet become 

part of my culinary expertise. With gloom pervading my 
previously hopeful outlook, I decided to just cut the cake 
into fat squares. While they sat un the tray, cooling and 
leering, I stirred up a batch of icing that had all the flexi- 
bility of quick-drying cement. 

Trying to spread the icing around caused the cakes to 
crumble faster than my pride. A corner fell off here, and 
another there, and still another caved in completely. My 
debate about whether to pitch the whole mess and start 
over was settled by loud, vigorous thumpings from a cra- 
dle, Peace time was at an end. I shoved the misshapen 
things into a box and out of sight 

Even the uncritical eyes of a 7-year-old found the 
cakes wanting. She asked uneasily, “Are they supposed 

to be lopsided-y like that?” 

In a word, no. But with caution thrown to the winds, 
I gussied up the box with recycled ribbon and dis- 
patched it and her off to school 

Dreading the after-school report, but nevertheless 
very curious, later that day I feebly questioned my 

daughter about the cakes. 
“Well,” L asked, “what did Sister say?” 

“She was out of the room,” Jeanie replied, “but the 
superior was there so I gave them to her. She opened 

the box right away.” 

The superior? The high and mighty? And in full view of 
the class? Grasping at my last shred of dignity, 1 demand. 
ed, “Well, did she lat ? Make a face 

Oh, no!” Jeanie’s eyes crinkled happily. “She said, 
‘These little cakes tha’ od Mrs. Dailey made look so 

delicious! The sisters and I will have them this very 

evening.”” 
The biased image I had of Sister Rose Aloysia, auth- 

ority figure in high command, quickly faded from my 
memory. In its place emerged a true picture, that of a 
diplomat and gracious woman who spared the feelings of a 
little girl and those of her mother. 

(Alice Dailey is a member of Little Flower Parish in 
Indian. 

                  

  

      
  

 



  

  

  

Christmas spirit strengthens families 
Son loses mother but gains 
new friendship with father 

  

By Ron Massey 

My most memorable Christmas was the Christmas of 

1987. My mother had died in August, and my dad 

who thought pills and alcohol would solve all his prob 
lems—tried to end his life. One might ask why I would 

want to remember that year. 
Christmas was “no big deal” for my dad. He usually 

gave mom something nice, but she always would have to 

finish paying for it as dad was forever in debt. 
Mother always tried to make Christmas special for 

my brother and me, even though we were not rich and 

at times not even comfortable. I always wondered how 
she was able to make ends meet 

I knew this Christmas would be extremely difficult 
without her. 

After my father was discharged from the hospital, I 
became his guardian. I gave him no choices, and | forced 
him into retirement. I moved him to his birthplace in 
Tennessee to be closer to his sister.and brothers. I knew he 
would have no income for three months and that his retire- 
ment benefits would be greatly reduced for the next two 
years. I found him a nice little house to rent and moved 
him in on Thanksgiving Day. The next morning I came 
back to Indianapolis alone. 

Over the next three weeks, I agonized over having to 
go back to Tennessee to see him at Christmas because 
we were not always close. But I did go, and how very 
thankful I am for that trip. 

When I drove into his driveway on Dec. 23, it was dark 
outside but a wonderful warm glow was coming from 
every window of the house. He had put the Christmas can- 
dles up! This was always mom’s job. I walked inside and 
saw that he had the tree up and decorated nicely. He had 
even cooked some of mom’s traditional foods. 

Christmas Eve morning we went into town and made 
the rounds to get the fruit, country ham, and Christmas 
candy. We bought all of the special things that were 
always in our stockings. We had an early dinner, then 
watched the Christmas choirs on television. I explained 
Handel’ lessiah™ to hi 

‘The neat morning dad fixed breakfast for the two of us, 

then we went into the living room to open three small pre- 

sents that were under the tree. I had h- »ght dad a couple of 
things that he truly needed, and he gi... me a small present 
wrapped in newspaper. Inside the package was an antique 
Hopatong Cassidy wristwatch that I had seen months ear- 
lier. I knew how much it cost, and also knew what funds 
he had to live on, We both started crying. 

We refilled our coffee cups and staried on the long jour- 
ney of talking about the years past. I found out later from 
my aunt that dad had been working at odd jobs to earn 
enough money to buy the watch. 

That Christmas was one of the most wonderful times for 
me, a child of 38! Yes, I had lost a parent earlier that year. 

But I had gained a very special friend. 
(Ron Massey is the administrative assistant at SS. Peter 

and Paul Ccthedral in Indianapolis.) 

    

   

  

     

  

Worn angel ornament shines 
each year on family’ tree 
By Mary Je Keegan 

Christmas always seems to emphasize certain feel- 
ings and emotions that surface at no other time. For 

some people, these feelings are best expressed in how 
we decorate our tree. 

Christmas trees may be elegantly adorned, color-coordi- 
nated, theme-oriented, or even any collector's dream. I 
suppose there are some people who trim a tree simply 
because it’s the thing to do for the holiday 

But what would a Christmas tree be without ornaments? 
Nearly every ornament on our tree has a story. Family 

and friends are represented on many branches because 

ornaments have been their gifts to us. My husband has of- 

ten put the first ornament on the tree, and I—in a very dif- 

ferent mood—take the last two (first-grade pictures of our 
sons) off the tree in early January 

A couple years ago, we added a bat made from a 
cardboard roll painted black with paper wings. It was 
made by our small grandson during his preschool class 
and given to us “for your tree, Grammy.” 

I wonder if there is a tree decorated in any home that 

does not wear at least one very special ornament that is 
its owner's very favorite one 

Of all the couple hundred plus beautiful and sentimental 
ornaments we put on our tree, my most precious, priceless 

One is a small angel whose wings were “lost” more than 30 

years ago. She came to be mine the summer our younger 

on turned 5. He came in from play all excited one day be- 

Which he thought someone 
away. And he knew it would 

cause he had retrieved an an, 
had rather heartlessly throw 
be just perfect for our tree 

Each year we use wire to attach this treasured ornament 
to a very visible branch. It doesn’t matter that her wings 

were broken, her gold paint spotted, and her ha 
All these Christmases we have had her on our tre 

    

  

      rer gone. 

  

    

Isn't it remarkable how often what we treasure most 
once belonged to someone else? For us, an angel that 
was discarded as having no value continues to represent 
love, caring and sharing as it reminds us of the beautiful 

  

thoughts and actions of a child young enough to still 
believe in Santa Claus. 

Love, caring and sharing may be the message of 
Christmas after all. God’s love for us is so evident in 
the birth of his son, his caring for us is so obvious as he 
supports us as we carry the crosses we must bear, and 

the promise that continually comforts us is the one that 

assures us that we may share his kingdom through all 
eternity 

Kevin has given me lovely gifts over the years, but 

none has the value of the injured angel cradled so care- 
fully in both of his small hands as he told me, “Mom, 

you'll love what I found for you! It’s an angei we can 

save for the tree.” 
(Mary Jo Keegan is a member of $1. John Parish in 

Indianapolis.) 

   

Cousins’ Christmas party 
spans two generations 
  

By Anne Johnson 

“It's someone’s birthday 
And if you know whose 
We'll sing songs to him 
About the wonderful news.” 

So read part of the invitation | composed for my nieces 
and nephews 30 Christmases ago. The verse beckoned 
each of the 13 children by name before ending: 

  

“It'll be over at eight. 
That leaves no time for fussin’s 
As we all celebrate 
A Christmas with cousins!” 

  

  

          

CNS photo 

bed U.S. Postal Service has issued a 1995 stamp of the 

| st which was painted by Florentine 
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The rhyme may have been questionable, but the enthu- 

siasm was not! My mother (their loving and loved grand- 
mother) eagerly joined in buying gifts for everyone, but 
even she thought I went overboard on candy and balloons. 

We played games (with prizes!) and sang songs, ending 
with “Happy Birthday, Jesus,” before devouring his birth- 
day cake. I had a ball during the party that was to become 
one of my favorite Christmas memories. 

Last year I was invited to another Christmas Cousin 
Party in our hometown of Loogootee. This time the names 
joined in rhyme were those of my great-nieces and great- 
nephews, cousins whose parents had continued a tradition 
begun for them so long ago. 

We still had games and birthday cake, but with a new 
presents for the Birthday Jesus. Following the fes- 

tivities, I drove home io Bedford with a car full of items 
for the local Pregnancy Center, and a heart full of an old 
Christmas memory made new, a memory more cherished 
because its sharing transcended generations, 

(Anne Johnson ts a member of St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish in Bedford.) 

  

  

  

NACHAND BEVERAGE CoO. 
“Draft Beer Specialists” 

315 E. 10th Street JEFFERSONVILLE, IN 47130 

812-282-6219   
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Families inspire special 
memories of Christmas 
Families and holidays 
change over the years 

By Mary F Mary Rubeck Be Benson 

Since life is always changing, family 
holidays are always changing too 

I remember my brother, Bill, and I 
used to sit on the floor outside our par- 

ents’ bedroom door while mother 
wrapped Christmas presents for us. She 
would open the door holding two gifts, 
one for Bill and one for me. We would 
carry the beautifully wrapped packages 
to the tree. 

Every year we went to my father’s 
parents’ house, which was overflowing 
with his brother's and three sisters’ fam- 
ilies, for a big holiday dinner. My moth- 
er was always asked to make meatloaf, 
and there would also be ham, turkey, 
rabbit, many different vegetables, and 
desserts to satisfy everyone’s sweet 
tooth. A pot-belly stove warmed their 
house as the adults talked, the children 
played, and everyone enjoyed the family 
meal and gathering. 

Time moves on. New loved ones enter 
our lives. Some of our loved ones pass on 
to celebrate Christmas in heaven. 

When my sons were little and it was 
time to put up the tree, they would haul 
out the decorations and scatter them 
everywhere in their excitement. They 
would hold ornaments dangling from 

hooks in their little hands, ready to place 
them on the tree, and we were still trying 

to get the tree straight in the stand! 

On Christmas Eve, after Mass, we 

would set up our homemade nativity. Our 
sons kept track of whose turn it was to | 

place the baby Jesus in the manger. 

On the Christmas Eve before our oldest 

son married, our two sons—with their 
man-sized hands—together placed the 
baby in the nativity. 

Our oldest son was married last year, 
and we now have a kind and thoughtful 

daughter-in-law. They invited us to their 
apartment for dinner and to see their first 
Christmas tree. 

My husband and I attended Christmas 

Eve Mass. We missed our sons, but we 
understood that life is always changing. 

     Photo by Charles J. Schisla 
A Peruvian artist created this Nativity scene to honor the Christ Child’s birth. 

  Around midnight, our youngest son, 
Stephen, arrived home. For the first 
time, we set up the nativity without 
Jonathan. 

We missed Jonathan on Christmas 
morning, but we were happy that he and 
his wife were sharing their first 
Christmas morning together. Later, all 
of us met at my parents’ house to cele- 
brate the holiday. 

Our family will continue to change and 
grow. I hope someday there will be grand- 
children to share the beauty and joy of 
Christmas. And one day all of us will 
share the love of Christmas in heaven 
with Christ and loved ones we haven't 
seen in a while. 

(Mary Rubeck Benson is a member of 

St. Simon Parish in Indianapolis.) 

Cardinal shares his 
happy Christmas song 

By Ruth Steinmetz 

Fifty-six years later, I can still remem- 
ber the thrill of a Christmas Day in 
Charleston, W.V. 

A common winter custom there was to 
remove the screen door. It was unseason- 
ably warm that Christmas Day, so I opened 
the front door to let in the fresh, balmy air. 

I was alone and was busily cooking 

Christmas dinner. As I mashed potatoes 
with a certain rhythm, I was suddenly 

ied by the very loud sound of a 
  

Installing 

  

KNOX'Séknce 
5% OFF ALL WORK 

Cleaning, Repairing, 

Ask about our method of cleaning 
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Ce 

253-4575 ° 638-7280 

bird singing nearby. 
The song’s intensity piqued my Curiosity. 

I started for the door, then stood still, in 
shock, when I saw the cardinal sitting on a 

branch of my Christmas tree in the living 
Toom. What d beautiful décorition the red: 
feathered visitor made against the green of 

the tree and the omaments. 
The cardinal seemed delighted as he 

pecked at the ornaments, sang another 
song, jumped from branch to branch, and 
started singing again. Did he think he was 
iv Bird Heaven? 

What to do? If I disturbed him, he 

might fly all around the house. 
I returned to the kitchen to cover the 

gravy and other foods because I remem- 
bered what happened when my friend, 
Betsy, gave her parakeet the run of the 
house. One day, mistaking the brown gra- 

  

Jerry Waldron 
2412 W. 16th St. 
Bedford, Indiana 
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vy for dirt, he landed in it. 
  

  

FORETHOUGHT PRE-PLANNING   

PORTER- OLIGER- PEARSON 
FUNERAL HOME 

THOMAS and MICHAEL PORTER, Direcors 
302 N. FRANKLIN 

Suddenly the cardinal’s loud voice 
went silent. Quietly I went back to the liv- 
ing room to see what mischief he could be 
doing. Oh no! He was gone! He must 
have flown out the same way he flew in, 
because he was gone. 

I smiled to myself and thought, “How 
nice! A Christmas carol from a bird!” 

(Ruth Steinmetz is a member of St. Jude 

Parish in Indi lis, She resides at the 

      
   GREENSBURG, IN 47240     

WZ. 
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this holiday season. 
| 

Best wishes from the Sisters of Providence |] | 

—ministering among the people of Indiana since 1840 

St, Paul Hermitage, which is operated by 

the Sisters of St. Benedict in Beech rove.) 

Grandma finds stocking 
is full each Christmas    

May | May the By Margaret Royse Lawley 

Brendan, age 5, had visited Grandma 
and Grandpa Morse’s home on a bright 
and sunny winter day 

As they lef, Margi, my daughter and 
Brendan's mother, said, “Let’s stop at 
Grandma Lawley’s 

We had cookies and milk and talked of 

  

  

  shine upon you 
our day 

That evening at dinner at Margi and 
Ray's home, Brendan said, “Gr 

    

   Grandpa Morse had their stockin, 
   

  

  their mantle, but Grandma Lawley didn 

have one at her house. Could we hang one at 
of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana her house?” 

J Margi assured him that they could, so 
  

the next day they went to a craft show and 
bought a beautiful handmade stocking. 
She asked Brendan what they should put 
in the stocking. 

“Well, Grandma likes oranges and 
cashew nuts,” Brendan said. 

Each year after that, my stocking had 
someihing in it on Christmas morning. 

A few years ago, I sold my home and 
moved into a small apartment. When I 
decorated for Christmas, I hung my beau- 
tiful stocking on the edge of an antique 

marble-topped table. 

I talked with Margi, who now lives in 
Boulder, Colo., on the telephone and jok- 
ingly said, “I wonder if Santa Claus will 
find my stocking.” 

A week or so later, I received a package 

postmarked from Santa Claus, Ind. 
Inside was an orange and cashew nuts 

and a few small packages that would fit 
into the stocking. 

Each year my stocking is filled. 

(Margaret Royse. ey, iS &@ member 
of Little Flower Parish in Indianapolis.) 

    

Beloved aunt will be 

missed at Christmas 

By Rita Phillips 

On Nov. 27, I received news that my 
aunt, Helen Hagedorn, had passed away. I 

started thinking about her and all she had 
done for me when I was a little girl grow- 
ing up in Tell City. 

Aunt Helen was a gracious and beautiful 
lady. She took me to Evansville to get my 

first pair of glasses, and while we were there 
she bought me a yellow organdy dress. She 
had a piano, which she allowed me to play. 
How she stood it I'll never know. 

In December of 1948, she lost her hus- 
band, my uncle, in a mine accident at the 

Christmas Mine near St. Meinrad. She 
was left alone to raise five children and 
was expecting a baby at the time of her 
husband's death. Later, she remarried and 
had two more children. She lived all of 
her life in Tell City 

I suppose what I'll remember most 
about her this Christmas season is how 
she cried tears of joy for me at St. Paul 
Church in Tell City 

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein was. 
celebrating a eucharistic liturgy at the 
church after his appointment as arch- 

bishop, and the Tell City Deanery was 
hosting the Mass and reception. 

I was asked to sing “The Lord Is My 

Shepherd.” This was a great honor, and | 
was terribly nervous about it. I wanted to 

good and not make any mistakes, I 

" 

  

sound 
told myself not to look at the congre      

  

tion, just at the music. I did look up or 
time, and I saw my Aunt Helen sitting 

ss from me. She was smiling at me   

er the ser 

  

jooked so happy 

  

tearfully hugged me 
» be her niece. May Gov 

Aunt Heler 
f St. Mei 

roud t 
keep you safe this Christmas 

(Rita Phillips is a member « 
‘ad Parish in St. Meinre 
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Families discover Christmas joy 
Dog’ gift rescues soldier 
from weekend Army duties 

By George Zimmer 

Christmas of 1950 was a chaotic time in the Zimmer 

household. 

Military orders that called me to report for Army duty a 
few days after the holidays left my parents and sister con- 

fused about what they might give me as Christmas gifts. 
I suggested socks, underwear, a razor, and a small 

sewing kit“... for Uncle Sam will provide everything 
else.” 

In just a few days, I found out how wrong I was. 
Sandwiched between new friends Eddie Zawada and 

Larry Zirkelbach at the end of a long line of service- 

men, I shuffled along warehouse counters to gather up 
the various articles of Army clothing tossed my way by 
the supply clerks. 

I was pleased at the final counter when I didn’t have to 

add another item to my bulging barracks bag. 
“Just ran out of ‘Ike’ jackets in your size,” said the cor- 

poral. “We may get some more in six or eight weeks.” 

But glee turned to despair when the sergeant boomed, 
“No Ike jacket, no passes. You're restricted to weekend 

duty in the battalion area.” 

And so my life became a long seven-day week of basic 
training sessions augmented with weekend duty in K.P., 
barracks assignments, and guard duty. 

My mother discussed the events that led to this extra 
duty with “Wally” Fox, her close friend. 

Wally nodded, left the room, and returned with a gar- 

ment which she gave to my mother. She explained that it 
had been her son’s Ike jacket during World War II, and 

was now used as a blanket by the family dog! 
“Needs a cleaning . . . and a repair job on that hole 

from a cigarette burn,” she said. “Just tell George it’s a 
late Christmas gift from the dog!” 

In a few days I received the cleaned and repaired jack- 

et, and wore it for my sergeant’s inspection. Though he 
frowned at the patch under the left arm, he released me 
from extra duty and issued the pass I had requested for 
free time on Weekends. 

Aswresutvot my newly-won Sunday free time, | was 

able to begin writing a series of 60 articles on Army life 

that were published in The Indiana Catholic and Record, 

the weekly diocesan newspaper in the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis which is now known as The Criterion, 

A superior who learned of my journalism project then 

assigned me to produce a daily newspaper, the only regi- 

mental publication on our 20,000-person Army base 
This editorial opportunity led to an offer to join the 

staff of the post Public Information Office 
Regretfully, I had to turn down this offer because mili- 

tary orders arrived that required me to be reassigned to a 
distant camp. 

Forty-five years later, I still feel gratitude to Mrs. Fox 
for her kindness and thoughtfulness in my time of need 

My story of the “Christmas Gift from a Dog” has be- 

come a part of the family history of those days when 
Grandpa George was a soldier. 

T hope my grandchildren remember it as a time when 

friends sacrificed to help friends, neighbors assisted 

neighbors, and even a dog's blanket had its place in the 
scheme of things. 

(George Zimmer is a member of St. Jude 
Indianapolis.) 

    

  

  

  

    

Parish in 

Transplanted Hoosiers find 
holiday joy during the war 

By Rosalynn DeFelice 

Of all the Christmases past, the Christmas of 1950 is 

especially memorable, perhaps because it was so different 
from all the others. 

My husband, a World War II veteran and a reservist, 

was called back into active duty at the outbreak of the 

Korean War, much to our dismay. We had a 2-year-old 

son and were expecting a second child in the spring. In 
early September, he was sent to Camp Roberts in 
California, and in November | boarded a train with our 

son and reached California in time for Thanksgiving 

We rented a small apartment about 50 miles f 
Camp Roberts, Arm 
were often in real 

    
    pay was very 1 

1. For the first time e     

  

In the afternoon on Christmas Eve, | baked a pie and 

fixed a roast. When my husband arrived at dusk da 

soldier friend with him who also was from Indianapolis, 

  

     

They arrived with packages and a bag of groceries and 
were laughing and joking. Our little son happily climbed 
all over them. The friend gave our son a mechanical trac 
tor which could climb over books and pillows. It was his 

favorite toy 
We ate our Christmas Eve dinner and talked about 

home. We were a little sad, but even in California the 
magic of Christmas filled the air. We told our son the 

story of the birth of Jesus. 
Although we were far from our families and missed 

them very much, we had each other and a friend from 

home to share our Christmas in California 

(Rosalynn DeFelice is a member of St. Barnabas 

Parish in Indianapolis.) 

  

  

Priest helps family cope when 
father dies on Christmas Eve 

By Therese Hollis 

No one in my family will ever forget Christmas Eve of 
1980. Our precious father died that day 

My father was a robust, healthy father to seven chil- 

dren, and we were all crushed when we learned that our 
healthy dad had been diagnosed with cancer. He had 
never been sick a day in his life. Surely there must be 
some mistake. 

When numerous treatments failed, our father entered 
the hospital on Dec. 8, the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, in 1980. My mother never left my father’s 

bedside during that time. 
We got a call on the morning of Dec. 24 to come to 

the hospital, and we all gathered around my father’s 
bedside and told him goodbye on his final Christmas 

Eve. It seemed fitting that if my father had to die, he 
did so on the most beautiful of days, Christ’s birthday. 

We knew our father would want us to keep on with the 

  

Photo by Charles J. Schisla 
The Soldiers and Sailors Monument on Monument Circle in 
Indianapolis glows with holiday lights every year. 

Sie ET 

family tradition of celebrating Christmas Eve at my sis- 
ter’s house so, in our father’s memory, we did just that. 

Our parish priest made a special visit to my sister's 
house that Christmas Eve and celebrated Mass for all of us 
that special night. 

Our faith held us together during that Christmas season 
of 1980 and has continued to stengthen our family during 
every Christmas since his death. Even though we miss our 
father terribly, we feel his presence with us. 

(Therese Hollis is a member of St. Michael Parish in 

Greenfield.) 
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Readers share Christmas stories 
Sister discovers joy in 
spreading Christmas cheer 

By Tina Szady 

My younger sister, Becky, and I are only 19 months 
apart in age, which probably explains why we were 
such great partners in crime in our younger days. We 
were never too far from each other’s side, which caused 
many tangles and arguments related to who was 

smarter, better, and right about something 

We shared a bedroom, which now looks entirely too 

small for one person. In the sharing of close quarters, 

we became best of friends. 

Some friendship and caring that came from this time 

evolved around a certain Christmas. I forget the year, but 
Becky and I were at the age where I didn’t believe in 
Santa Claus but she still did 

It was Christmas Eve, and all of us were excited 

about our presents. We kept asking, “How soon before 
Santa comes?” This question had been asked at least 

200 times, if not 2,000. 

Thad been warned by my parents not to let Becky 
know the truth about Santa. I was tempted to burst her 
bubble by telling her the truth so I could make her cry 
and stomp her feet in a fit of rage. 1 decided the tempta- 
tion was too hard to resist, and I would tell her about 
Santa Claus. 

I removed a stocking from the fireplace, one that no 
one would miss. I had chosen this stocking because it 
was trimmed with several gold jingle bells.‘When you 
shook them, they made a sound as close to what I 
thought Santa’s reindeer and sleigh would sound like. I 
secretly tucked the bells under my bed, taking time to 
position them in a place easily within reach but not visi- 
ble. My plan was so clever! The excitement and antici- 
pation were killing me. On this night, bedtime did not 
come soon enough. 

Finally we were in our beds and ready for sleep. The 

  

timing has to be perfect, I thought to myself. It must be 
and as real as I. can make it. After waiting a 

or so in the dark, I could tell by the sound of my 

breathing that she was almost asleep 

I made my calculated reach for the mysterious sound 

that I was about to create, Softly, as though far away and 
intertwined with the winter wind blowing outside, I gave 
the bells a wiggle. Yes, they did sound very much like 
Santa’s sleigh bells. I was almost laughing, and was hav 

ing difficulty stifling the excitement boiling up inside me. 
After the first jingle, and no response came from across 

the room, I jiggled the bells again. This time let the jingle 
become louder and longer, Finally, the response Thad been 

or came in the form of an urgent whisper 

ay" 
“Yes, Becky?” 
“Did you hear that nois 

Pinching myself and trying not to laugh, | replied, 
“No, What noise? 

I could teil by the intensity behind the question that 

she would be listening very closely for the next jingle, 
so I waited a few more minutes before jiggling the bells 

again 
“Didn't you hear it that time?” she asked, so sweetly 

and innocently 

It made my heart wish I still had her belief in Santa 

Claus, I suddenly realized the importance of the balloon 
I was about to burst. How could I be so cruel? But why 

shouldn't I take away that belief, just like someone else 
had done to me? Wouldn’t the ends justify the means 
(or the “meanies”)? Or could I restore and keep a dream 
alive for her, and let someone else be the bad guy? 

It was my moment of truth, the time to decide whether 
to keep the charade intact. The choice was totally mine. 

“Yes, I did.” I replied. “What do you think it is?” 

Silence. After careful timing again, I gave the bells 
yet another jingle. 

“It sounded like sleigh bells!” she said quietly, with all 

the enthusiasm possible in a whisper. 
“Yes, [think you're right,” I said. “It must be Santa and 

his reindeer on our roof!” 
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Photo by Charles J. Schisla 

Visions of Christmas in the country inspire thoughts of   family, friends and good times trom years gone by. 

  

I was amazed by my words, and even more amazed 
ange of heart that somehow made those bells 

  

We fell asleep quietly that night. The excitement of 
redeemigg myself in this self-created fantasy made for a 

i As well as the feeling of doing good, it 
is most conducive to restful sleep. 

Many years have come and gone since that special 
Christmas Eve, but I can still remember the warm good 
feeling from my change of heart as clear as a (jingle) bell. 

(Tina Szady is a member of St. Agnes Parish in 

Nashville.) 

Baby’ fight for life was 

  

priceless Christmas present 

By Bill and Lisa Nesbit 

Our most memorable Christmas could sound like a dis- 

aster story, but it wasn't. We had the closest Christmas 
inspirational story that any family could have 350 miles 
from all our extended family. 

It started when our third child, Steven, was born five 
weeks early, on Nov. 4, at St. Vincent Hospital and Health 
Care Center in Indianapolis. He weighed 6 pounds, but 
could not breathe on his own very well. 

Later that day, Steve took on a fight that was a daily 
battle for his life. We baptized him that first night. 

He was placed on a respirator and experimental drugs 
were used to try to keep his lungs inflated and his heart 

pumping. He had numerous lung collapses, and a total of 

21 chest tubes plunged into his tiny body 
All the while, we prayed, consoled and talked to Steve 

and visited him with our other two children, 2-year-old 

Erin and 4-year-old Mike. Our extended family pulled 
together to help, and visited Steve often. 

My husband and I never lost faith. That's what kept 
us going. We knew there was a way Steve would pull 
through somehow 

The whole neonatal intensive care unit staff supported 

us and knew us well. We shared Christmas preparation 
stories, bought each other gifts, and supported each other 
during the days leading up to the holiday 

Then, one day we walked into the unit and Steve was 
breathing on his own! It was five days before Christmas 

The doctor said Steve was out of the woods. The 
clouded lung X-rays were clear somehow, and could not 
be explained. They all told us we just had received our 
early Christmas gift 

Some people would hate to spend Christmas at the 
hospital, but we didn’t mind 

We grew up in Cleveland, and all the family always met 

there to celebrate the holiday. But we had the best 

Christmas at St. Vincent Hospital with our family 

We gave Steve his first toys while he was on oxy 

rounded by signs saying “Merry 

  

His infant bed was 

  

      
Christmas, our big boy Steve!” 

he whole neonatal intensive care unit celebrated 
with us, and staff members told us that, “Kids lik 

Steve keep u 
We live    
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Christmas memories grow more special each year 
Passing of years changes 
Christmas wish list items 
  

By Bernadine Purcell 

Living in a large family requires much sharing, a lesson 
that isn’t easy to learn. The joy of sharing became evident 

at Christmas time. This was an exciting time in our home. 
As we wrote our letters to Santa Claus, we were careful 

not to ask for everything that caught our eyes. We knew 
that other members of our family had a “hope list” too. 

I rerember the Christmas when Santa Cluas brought 

me the dark blue wicker baby buggy. Tucked under pretty 
pink blankets was a new baby doll. My sister’s b 
brown wicker. Her baby’s blankets were light blue 
wondered how Santa knew our favorite colors 

We younger children received new ball-bearing roller 
skates. Our old skates had barely survived the past ye 
Weather permitting, we would soon be joining our ne 
borhood friends for skating on the street in front of our 
house. It was safe to skate in the street because auto: 
mobiles were few in those days 

That same year I received a fishing game. It consisted of a 
four-sided cardboard box representing a fish tank. Pictures of 
many vaneties of fish covered the outside. Each of the four 

fishing poles was made of 4 6-inch stick with a short suring 

attached at the tip and a horseshoe-shaped magnet tied at the 
end of the string. Also included with the game were 20 num- 
dered fish with small metal clips. It wasn’t a matter of who 

caught the most fish, but who had the highest score after 
adding up the numbers attached to the catch. 

As life goes on, our personal world changes with the years, 
My letter to Santa Claus would be quite different today. 

Forget the roller skates, Santa. | now have to watch my 
every step so that I don’t fall down. And I no longer need 
baby dolls. I have had the privilege of rocking my own 
babies, my grandchildren, and now my great-grandchild. 

The only fishing pole I use today is my rosary. The 
prayers are like magnets to catch souls for God. Scripture 

study reminds me that Jesus’ birth was his gift to us, our 
salvation. 

(Bernadine Purcell is a member of St. Anthony of 

Padua Parish in Clarksville.) 
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Soldier spends Christmas 
season helping with KP 

  

By Frank Mivec 

We all try to remember the Christmas when something 
good or something humorous occurred. On this particular 
Christmas something sad happened, but it was so long ago 
that looking at it now makes it appear humorous. 

The good news was: I was on the great ocean liner 
Queen Mary. 

The bad news was: The year was 1943 and I was in the 
U.S. Army. 

We boarded the great British vessel at night. My quar- 
ters were in what was usually the crews’ quarters, a hold. 
In this case, the hold was a big area in the front of the ship. 
Tt was inguished by the fact that you could see the 
anchor chain on each side of the hold. There was nothing 
in the hold except hooks in the ceiling to hold hammocks. 

T hung my hammock and climbed in. It held. 

Ships pitch and roll, and this ship was doing both. By 
the time I remembered the terms “pitch and roll,” 1 was 
sick. I was seasick, and the ship was still docked. It hadn't 

moved an inch, and I was seasick 
Morning came, the first day at sea Big decision. DoT 

g0 to breakfast asickness and food usually do not mix 

I decided to give it a try. What will they have for breakfast 
on a British ship? 

1 found the mess hall, picked a table, and sat down. A 

server set down a pan of food on the table. The ship 

pitched, and the pan of food slid on the table. At the edge 

the pan flipped off the table and into my lap. 

Thad kidney stew for breakfast 

The reason the pan flipped was because a carpenter had 
added a restraining lip to the edge of the table. The edge 
stopped the pan, but there was too much momentum and 
the pan flipped over the side anyway . 

A server was very helpful in getting the kidney stew 
back in the pan. With the stew back inside the pan, the 
server placed the pan back on the table. 

[hurried out of the mess hall. 

Where could I wash my fatigue pants? My question was 
answered. At the exit of the mess hall were three garbage 
cans full of water. Not thinking, 1 scooped hot water all 

over my pants. The kidney stew was washing off 

“What do you 4 

roared. “You ai 

Sa precious commodit 1 

   

   

  

    

  

think you are   lirt i ir ¢    

Since the person who was doing the screaming was a 
sergeant, | was on kitchen police duty three meals a day 

for five days. This included Christmas day 

I spent Christmas day that year screaming at the top of 

my voice: “Keep the line moving! Shake the mess kit 
three times and move on! Do you really expect not water? 

Keep moving, moving, moving 
(Frank Mivec is a member of St. Malachy Parish in 

Brownsburg.) 

   

Family always thanks Jesus 
for coming into their lives 

By Janis Striegel 

Christmas has always been special in our family. My 
grandparents and parents made it so. We would have a 
special program each year, and everyone would take part 
in it by reciting poems, sin, or telling stories about the 
baby Jesus. We also would a visit from Santa that 

brought a smile to our tiny faces 

But the best part of Christmas lives in each of our lives 

today. On Christmas Eve. a seed from many years ago was 
planted in our hearts of love and peace. We learned the 
true meaning of Christmas is not ia the “getting” but in the 
“giving.” We learned about Jesus and what he should 
mean in our lives. The very miracle of his birth brings 
hope to all of us today, Because of his birth and his life, 
We can choose to be part of Jesus’ family 

My grandparents and parents brought stability to our 

lives which continues today because of the tradition 
they started so many years ago that we still carry on to 
this day. On Christmas Eve, I give thanks for my family 
and to Jesus for coming into all of our lives. The Star of 
Bethlehem should shine for all of us in our hearts, not 
just on Christmas Eve but on every day of the year. 
Thank you, Jesus. 

(Janis Striegel is a member of Holy Family Parish in 
New Albany.) 

   

  

   
   

Young woman learns joy of 

giving of self to help others 
  

By Mary Chew Ohlemiller 

It was my first grown-up Christmas, and I had gifts for 

all my loved ones. These were not things wrapped by my 
mother and credited to me, but simple gifts, thoughtfully 

and thriftily chosen by me 
Thad redeemed them from layaway that day with 

scrimpings saved from my $8-a-week salary as a salesgirl 

in a small department store. At 16, just out of high school, 
this was my first job. | worked 50 hours a week, and I 
loved my life 

For weeks I had lunched daily on one-third of a three- 

section nickel candy bar. I was hungry, but the weight of 

that bulging shopping bag filled me with joy. 
Heft work on Christmas Eve as The Little German 

Band boomed, oompah-ed, and caroled in and out of the 
stores and up and down the Noel-festooned street. 

Flutfy snow angels floated down, blessing the bare head 

and dark overcoat of my first love as he greeted me with a 
happy smile. He tucked my free hand inside his coat pock- 

et. He was young and fair and he thought I was pretty. 

We sang and laughed as we drove through swirling 
snow in my sweetheart’s little coupe. | anticipated how 

pleased he would be with his new bright blue sweater. 
We admired the twinkling tree lights through the frosted 

window of my parent's big home, and then we went into 
the warmth inside. Everyone was there. Mother, daddy, 
grandma, grandpa, my brother, and my sweetheart all liked 
their gifts. 

They are gone now, all but my brother and me. 
I like to remember, though, that under that long ago tree 

were gifts for everyone, earned by me with love. I learned 
then that we are never so rich as we are when we give of 
ourselves, 

(Mary Chew Ohlemiller is a member of St. Rose Parish 
in Knightstown.) 
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Joseph and Maty inspire us to place trust in God 
By Fr. W. Thomas Faucher 

The third floor of the Human 
Services Department was cold. The 
ancient paper Santa decorations only 

added to a sense of gloom there. 

On two metal chairs sat the street 
wise twins, Barbara and Bobby, 
11-year-olds who had been abandoned 
by their drug-addicted mother 

Tony, the young case worker, was 

having no success talking with them 
about going to a foster family for 

Christmas. 

“We won't go nowhere,” said Bobby 
“The last foster parents were mean. We 
don’t trust foster parents.” 

“You can trust these people,” Tony 
assured them. “They won't hurt you. 

They just want to let you have a happy 
Christmas. Christmas is all about trust- 
ing others.” 

Barbara responded defiantly, 
“Gramma said Christmas was about 
Jesus.” 

“It's the same thing,” the case worker 

replied. “Jesus had a foster-father and 
he trusted him.” 

‘Jesus didn’t have no foster-father!” 

Barbara insisted. 

“Yes he did,” Tony said. “Joseph was 
Jesus’ foster-father, and it wasn't easy 
He was set to marry a girl named Mary 
But before the ceremony Joseph found 
out that Mary was pregnant, and he 

decided to call off the wedding.” 

“Who was it, her old boyfriend?) \ 
Bobby asked. : 

At least the kids were listen LD : 
thought. He went on, “But an angel ap- 

peared to him and called his name. 

Tony urged the twins to try to imag- 
ine the conversation, then he told the 
story of Christ's birth in contemporary 
words: 

“ ‘Joseph 
Who are you?’ ” 

“ ‘I'm an angel, and I have come 
from God to tell you not to break up 
with Mary.’ ” 

“ ‘But she’s pregnant and the baby 
isn’t mine,’ Joseph said. ‘I’m not going 
to rail oe 

“ “The Holy Spirit of God has come 
over her and this child is God’s son," 
the angel said. "You have been chosen 
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Honesty and respect help build trust 
This Week’s Question 

What contributes to building trust between two peo: 
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to be his foster-father, to raise him as 
your own 

* “How can Ido that?’ Joseph asked.” 
“ ‘God is trusting you with his Son, 

and you need to trust Ged,” the angel 

said. ‘He will take care of you and 

  

ait a minute,” Bobby said. “There 
was no guy, but she was pregnant and 

ght,” Tony said. 

  

“Anyway,” Tony continued, “then 
Joseph went and asked Mary what had 
happened. She told him that one day she 
was at home and an angel appeared, said 
his name was Gabriel, and told her that 

she was going to have a baby and was 
supposed to name him Jesus. 

“Mary told the angel that she couldn't 

have a baby, that she was a virgin. The 
angel said God's Spirit would come to 

her. She told Joseph she trusted the 

angel and had said yes. 
“Both Joseph and Mary were really 

confused by all of this, but felt that if 
they trusted each other and trusted God 

they would be OK 
“Just before the baby was due, Joseph 

and Mary had to make a trip down south 
to a place called Bethlehem. Joseph 

walked and Mary rode a donkey.” 

h, do you know where we 
Mary asked.” 

“‘T have enough money for us to stay 
ata motel,” he told her.” 

“ ‘But there are so many people on 

the road,” spe said. ‘What if there isn’t 

Peery Vit just have to let God 
take care of us.” ” 

“They were sort of like you guys,” 
Tony added, looking right at the twins. 

“Every motel was full,” he continued. 
“The manager of the last place they 
tried, a wonderful woman named 
Rebecca, had an idea.” 
“Tam so sorry,’ Rebecca said. 

‘There's absolutely no room. But you 
two wait here. Trust me, I'll find a place 
for you.” ” 

“When Rebecca came back, she said 
they could stay at a barn down the road. 

It wasn’t much, but it was clean and 
warm. 

“That night, in that barn, Mary had 
her baby. When Joseph picked up the 
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“I guess if you're consistently reliable. If you 

     

    

Lend Us Your Voice 

always live up to what you say you'll do. If your 

     
CNS illustration by Robert F. McGovern 

Two children in foster care learn the meaning of trust when their caseworker tells them the story of 

the Nativity and how Joseph and Mary placed their trust in God. 

infant, he felt a joy like nothing he had 
ever experienced. It might not be his 
child physically, but he knew he was this 
baby’s father. 

“A few miles away, in a field outside 
Bethlehem, two brothers, Aaron and 
Amos, and their sister Anna, were tend- 
ing sheep. Amos suddenly started 
yelling,” said Tony. 

“Aaron! Anna! Come here, quick.’ ” 

“When the other two came, they saw 
this enormous bunch of angels, singing 
and dancing and having a great time,” 
Tony told the children. “One of the 
angels flew toward them. The three 
shepherds were scared.” 

““Don't hurt us! We didn’t do any- 
g,’ they cried.” 

‘Calm down. We're just celebrating 
because the Messiah has been born 
tonight in Bethlehem,” the angel said 
*You can go see him if you want.’ ” 

* “But we can't leave the sheep,” said 

    

thi 

  

  

    

   

Aaron, always the practical one of the 
siblings.” 

“Trust me,” the angel said. ‘We'll 
take care of them until you get back.’ ” 

“When the three shepherds came to 
the barn, Mary was resting. Joseph let 

each of them hold the baby. 
“There's a lot more to the story. But 

it’s all more about trusting God and God 
trusting them,” Tony told the twins. 

“That's what you two have to do,” he 
added. “You trust each other and now 
you have to trust somebody else just like 
God and Joseph and Mary.” 

When Tony finished, Barbara said, 
“OK, so this Joseph was a good guy. 
How do you know we can trust these 

people you want us to go to?” 
“Because it’s my wife and I who want 

to take you home with us,” Tony told 
them with a smile 

(Father W. Thomas Faucher is a priest 
of the Diocese of Boise, Idaho.) 
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Viewing with Arnold/James W. Arnold 

“Toy Story’ has great 
computer-animated plot 

“Toy Story” is one the few movies this 

fall to get overwhelming, fall-down posi- 
Sg a tive reactions from 

cynical movie critics 
It wasn’t a real hard 
choice for them, since 
it’s simple and posi- 
tive and technically 

innovative—a comput- 
y er-animated comedy 

about kids and toys 
and the ties that bind 
them. 

It’s from Disney, a fact that tempers the 
enthusiasm. Disney is already a major 
exploiter of the connection between mov- 

ies and toys, and certainly it won't let this 
one easily pass from the nation’s con- 
sciousness. Some of the onus is removed 
by the film’s independent origins 

Young director John Lasseter and the 
small computer animation company Pixar 
developed it from their project named 
“Tin Toy,” an Oscar-winning short that 
maybe a poker table full of people saw. 
But little is “smali” in private enterprise 
anymore. Pixar is owned by Steven Jobs, 

the billionaire computer whiz. 
The film’s genre is basically slapstick, 

but it builds compassion. You could say 
it’s about how toys survive and see them- 
selves amid adult human indifference and 
a lot of rough love (at best) from their kid- 
owners and terror from the family dog. 

“Toy Story” is different in its cartoon 
look because all its images are created 
with computers. That’s like saying it’s 
done by magic, since I don’t really 
know what that means. For the viewer, 

Film Classifications 

Recently reviewed by the USCC 

Balto 
Heat... 
‘Othello ry eases 
Sabrina ..... . 
Sense and Sensibility .. . 

‘A-I — general patronage; A-II — adults and adoles- 
cents; A-Ili — adults; A-IV — adults, with reservations; 
© — morally offensive 

   

  

     

the main difference is in the complexity 
of the “realistic” images and the exhila- 

ration of some effects, e.g., a comic car 
chase climax that recalls the wacky 

thrills provided “live” by the Keystone 
Kops of the 1920s. 

The screenplay, created by a committee 

of writers (a bad sign), is built on the 

familiar premise of toys coming to life 

when Andy, their 6-year-old owner, is out 
of his room. (A similar concept was used 
in last summer’s Frank Oz film “The 

Indian in the Cupboard.”) 

Except for Woody, a pull-string cow- 
boy doll who is the leader (and Andy’s 

favorite), these toys are mostly familiar 

commercial friends-—Mr. Potato Head, a 

dinosaur, a piggy bank, a Slinky dog, an 
Etch-a-Sketch, a platoon of toy soldiers. 
a porcelain Little Bo Peep, etc. The 
theme is change and anxiety. Andy is 

having a birthday, and the toys are 

afraid theyll be replaced and become 

“rummage sale” bait. 
The newcomer, it turns out, threatens 

mainly Woody. He's Buzz Lightyear, a 
space ranger and take-charge guy. He's an 

action toy and very high tech. He’s differ- 
ent in another crucial way. The other toys 
know they're just toys. Buzz thinks he’s 

real. In any case, he quickly usurps 
Woody's place as Andy’s “favorite.” 

The film exploits some witty lines and 
unexpected character traits (Bo Peep is 
ladylike but amusingly sexually aggres- 

sive). “Toy Story” also gets a push from a 
gifted cast of voices, from Tom Hanks 

and Tim Allen to Wallace Shawn, Don 

Rickles and Annie Potts. 
After a brief feud, Buzz and Woody share 

the harrowing “out of house” adventure that 
brings them together as pals. They're even- 
tually picked up by Andy’s “unhappy” little 
neighbor, Sid, who owns Rex, a fearsome 
pit bull, and taunts his quiet little sister, 

Hannah. He’s got a plan to send Buzz into 
orbit on a fireworks rocket. 

Sid is a villain we hope kids won't w* 

to emulate. He tortures toys for fun, bre. « 
them into parts and reshapes them in mon- 
strous combinations. But not to worry, these 

scary mutant creatures eventually rebel and 
are key to the escape that allows Buzz and 

          

   

     
  

  

   

CNS photo from Paramount Pictares 
Actress Julia Ormond stars as Sabrina Fairchild and actor Harrison Ford is corporate mag- 

nate Linus Larrabee in a remake of the romantic comedy “Sabrina.” The U.S. Catholic 
| Conference classifies the film A-Il for adults and adolescents. 
    
Woody to catch the moving van and family 
car en route to a new house. 

While in danger, Buzz learns poignant- 
ly that he’s only a “virtual” human, made 
in Taiwan, and can’t really fly or zap any- 
one with a laser. (In a nice touch, he sees 
a TV commercial that glorifies his attri- 

butes but then reads in a small-print dis- 

claimer: “Not a flying toy.”) 
Woody makes him feel better by giving 

him the movie's central message: “A toy 
1s better than a space ranger. You are 

    

That’s not necessarily a lock on wis- 
dom. Parents might want to talk with 
their children and compare this to other 
toy-themed movies. Here, being a toy is 
good, a kind of vocation. In “Indian in 
the Cupboard,” it was let toys be toys, 
and humans be humans. Giving life to 

loys was a cause of great mischief. 
In the grandaddy of all Disney toy 

movies, “Pinocchio” was a toy who 
wanted to become human. Being a toy 
was not good enough. It’s better to be 
human and (of course) have an immorts 
soul. Pinocchro was 4 puppet who didn’t 

know his proper role. 

You could also argue that 
“Cupboard” had a deeper social mes- 
sage. (What it lacked was a bigger 
advertising budget.) But probably none 
of these films compare in all aspects of 
artistry to the one that began the recent 
trend—"Toys,” released in 1992, with 

Robin Williams—a movie with a fatal 

mix of too much creativity and politics. 
(Fast-paced, witty, but less than meets 

the eye; OK entertainment for families). 
USCC classification: A-I, general 

patronage. 

      

Bilingual storytime airing on PBS will delight children 
  

  

By Henry Herx and Gerri Pare, Catholic News Service 

Stories are read in both English and Spanish in the 
holiday special “Storytime Para Ti” airing Monday, 
Dec. 25, from 1 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. on PBS. (Check local 

listings to verify the program date and time.) 
The series is meant to introduce young children to 

the world of stories and literature, and to encourage 

parents and caregivers to read regularly to little ones 
In this special bilingual episode. host Marabina 

Jaimes reads the delightful “Too Many Tamales’* in 

English to Kino, the puppet kid who finds learning 
words in Spanish from friend Isabel is fun as well 

Along comes actor-singer Ruben Blades, who has 
two Spanish storybooks to share with them, the tale of 
“The Little Red Hen” and “Where Is My Teddy Bear?” 

For those who don’t understand Spanish, Blades’ 
expressive reading technique and the books’ colorful 

illustrations help bridge the gap. 
The English story is particularly warm-heatted and 

believable, while the Spanish teddy bear tale is a whim- 

sical wonder where the artwork tells it all and words 
seem almost superfluous. 

Meanwhile, as Blades reads, several Anglo and 

Latino children are seen listening and interacting and 

not letting language barriers spoil their get-together 

   

  

TV Programs of Note 
Sunday, Dec. 24, 9-11 p.m. (CBS) “Christmas on 

Division Street.” In this rebroadcast of a drama, a 
14-year-old (Fred Savage) new to Philadelphia 

befriends a feisty old man (Hume Cronyn) who teaches 
him about the city’s history and inspires the lad to help 
homeless people 

Monday, Dec. 25, 10 a.m.-noon (ABC) “The Walt 

Disney World Very Merry Christmas Parade.” Live 
from the Florida Disney-MGM Studios and hosted by 

Joan Lunden and Regis Philbin, the holiday parade fea. 

tures dozens of floats and familiar animated characters 
and musical performe: 

Wednesday, Dec 8-11 p.m. (PBS) “Madama 

Butterfly.” From “The Metropolitan Opera Presents” 

series, the three-act opera by Puccini is conducted by 

Daniele Gatti and sung in Italian with English subti 
tles 

Wednesday, Dec. 27, 9-11 p.m. (CBS) “The 

Kennedy Cente: Honers: A Celebration of the 

Performing Arts.” This year’s special, broadcast 
from the Kennedy Center in Washington and hosted 

by Walter Cronkite, salutes Jacques d’ Amboise. 
Marilyn Horne, B.B. King, Sidney Poitier and Neil 
Simon 

Friday, Dec. 29, 9-9:30 p.m. (PBS) “Mark Russell's 
1995.” In this comedy spe: 

  

  

    

   
the political satirist reviews 

  

EWTN expands broadcast 
services via satellite 

By Catholic News Service 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The Eternal Word 

Television Network in Birmingham has made an affil 

iation agreement with an Englewood, Colo., company 
to be placed on its new direct broadcast DISH satellite 
network, scheduled for distribution in early 1996. 

Initially, EWTN will be available on the DISH net- 

work from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. eastern standard time, 
with plans to expand to 24-hour availability 

DISH is an acronym for Digital Sky Hig 
new direct broadcast satellite system of EchoStar 
Communications Corp. The company plans to start 

with 65 cable channels in early 1996 and expand to 

deliver more than 150 channels of digital, audio 
and data services by mid-1996. 

“This event is truly a blessing for people living 
in areas where EWTN is not available on cable 

said Mother Angelica, EWTN founder and board 

hairwoman, in a statement 

EWTN pi les a positive viewing alternative 

        

vi     

    As directed by Cordelia Stone, it’s an interesting exper the year in compilations from his live broadcasts. reflect commitment to offering a broad 

iment that may make young children aware that many (Check local listings to verify program dates and ection of quality programming,” said a statement 

other children in the country speak another language times. Henry Herx is the director and Gerri Pare is or by Larry Smith, vice president of distribution for 
instead of, or in addition to, English—but that they can the staff of the U.S. Catholic Conference Office for f EchoStar 

equally enjoy good stories and Broadcasting 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent/Msgr Owen F Campion 

The Sunday Readings 
Sunday, Dec. 24, 1995 

¢ Isaiah 7:10-14 
© Romans 1:1-7 

* Matthew 1:18-24 

As has occurred in the previous three 

Sundays of Advent, the first part of 
ss. Isaiah's prophecy sup- 

plies this liturgy with 
its initial reading. 

This prophet lived 
many centuries ago, 
but he was not unlike 

people today who 
hope for a better 
tomorrow 

Britons who bew: 

the present domestic 
tragedies in their royal family hopefully 
look forward one day to the arrival upon 
the scene of King William V, who is now 

Prince William, the eldest teen-age son of 
Prince Charles and Princess Diana, and a 
prince whose personal life is untarnished. 

In this country, Americans who 
oppose a sitting President eagerly antic- 
ipate the inauguration of his successor. 
Even if the identity of the successor is 
unknown, hope is strong since at least 
the presently perceived problems will 
Pass away with the incumbent. 

This yearning applied to Americans who 
longed to see the Truman era end, as well as 
to those who dreamed of the day when 
Richard Nixon would retum to private life. 

‘Thus it was with Primo-isaiah. This 
prophet had access to the court, and there 
he saw nothing to satisfy his intense reli- 
gious expectations. King Ahaz was sim- 
ply unfit, at least in the prophet’s eyes. 

However, the prophet had hopes when 
the king’s young wife conceived a child. 
Surely, the prophet reasoned, the unborn, 

prince will one day bring right to all the 
wrongs his father had tolerated. 

As time passed, it became evident that 
justice and honor would prevail not just 
with the rule of an earthly king, but by the 
reign of a king sent from God. 

Paul's letter to the Christian Romans is 
the source of the second reading. 

In this reading, Paul identifies Jesus 
as descended from David but also as the 
Son of God. It is a succinct testament to 
the Incarnation. 

The apostle reminds his readers that his 
own credentials proceed from Jesus, and 
the apostolic role in the church is to 
spread trust in the holy name of Jesus. 

St. Matthew's Gospel offers this week- 
end liturgy its Gospel proclamation. 

Of the four Gospels, only two, Luke 
and Matthew, discuss any of the details of 

the Lord’s birth. This reading reveals the 

   

My Journey to God 

moment Christians call the “Annuncia- 
tion.” At this moment, Joseph learned 
from an angel that in God's plan, and by 
God's dispensation from the order of na- 

ture, Mary his wife was to be the mother 

of the Redeemer. 
In this setting, the angel also made clear 

that the prophecy of Isaiah, written so 

long before, was being fulfilled in the 
child of Mary, the Son of God. 

Reflection 
In any age, anywhere, people find 

themselves displeased with the prevail- 
ing political authority. This may be in 
democratic societies, such as in the 
United States, where unpopular political 

authorities can be replaced through the 
electoral process. 

In other places, all too often, people 
must carry the heavy burden of tyranny. 

Usually only long years with the grad- 
ual change of circumstances, or occa- 

sionally an abrupt change, modifies the 
unhappy situations in these places of 
dictatorial rule. 

Political problems are not the only 
sources of anguish for people. Many suf- 
fer beneath the heavy load of despair, of 
dilemma, or of all the many worries hu- 
man experience visits upon us. 

These people too yearn for a better day, 
a day of relief, in short for a better future. 

The church, excited as 1.5 Fourth 
Sunday of Advent is the \«°y vigil of 
Christmas itself, tells us “irough these 
readings that our new day is at hand. 

Tomorrow the new day will dawn! All 
our hopes, dreams and expectations will 
be met in the birth of "Gi 
among us,” Jesus of Nazareth, the Lord, 

son of Mary and Son of God. 
St Paul's Epistle to the Romans reassures 

us. The effects of the momentous birth of 
Jesus were not confined to a Holy Land 19 
centuries ago. The church, blessed with the 
divinely-protected memory of its apostolic 
beginnings, brings Jesus to us anew in 
sacrament, in word, and in community, 

    

   

      

Readers may submit prose 
or poetry for consideration 

The Criterion invites readers to 
submit original prose or poetry relat- 
ing to faith or experiences of prayer 
for possible publication in the “My 
Journey to God” column 

Please include name, address, parish, 
and telephone number. Send material for 
consideration to the “My Journey to God” 
column in care of The Criterion, P.O. Box 
1717, Indianapolis, Ind. 46206. 

    

Little mother, so dear, so blessed, 
You hold your babe close to your breast, 
Oh, how you love your little one, 
God's gift to you, his only son, 

You've traveled long and far this day 
Searching for a place to stay, 
Your journey’s over, your pain is done, 
And now you hold your baby son. 

He whimpers, you smile and kiss bis brow 
So soft and sweet and warm, 
As Joseph stands watching over you, 
Keeping you both from harm. 

Someday he'll belong to all mankind 
His name known the world trough, 
His love will save the souls of men, 
But tonight he belongs to you,   By Rosalynn DeFelice 

  

The First Christmas Eve    

  

{Rosalyn DeFelice is a member of St. Barnaba 
Parish in Indianapolis.) 

  

Daily Readings 

Monday, Dec. 25 
Christmas 
Midnight 
Isaiah 9:1-6 
Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 

Dawn 

Isaiah 62:11-12 
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12 
Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:15-20 
Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98:1-6 

Hebrews 1:1-6 
John 1:1-18 or 
John 1:1-5, 9-14 
Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Stephen, first martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 
Psalm 31:3-4, 6-8, 17-21 
Matthew 10:17-22   

The Shaping of the Papacy/John F Fink 

   

    
    

   

    

    
    

   
   
   

   

    

   

    

     

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
John, apostle, evangelist 
1 John 1:1-4 
Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 
John 20:2-8 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
1 John 1:5 - 2:2 
Psalm 124:2-5, 7-8 
Matthew 2:13-18 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Fifth day in the Octave of Christmas 
Thomas Becket, bishop, martyr 
I John 2:3-11 
Psalm 96:1-3, 5-6 
Luke 2:22-35 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
Sixth day in the Octave of Christmas 
1 John 2:12-17 
Psalm 96:7-10 
Luke 2:36-40    

Papacy reached the height of its 
temporal glory under Innocent III 

Under Pope Innocent III the papacy 
reached the height of its temporal glory. 
This pope also had far-reaching effects 
on the spiritual life of the church 
through the Fourth Lateran Council-— 
the most important synod of the Middle 
Ages—and through his approval of two 
new types of religious orders—the 
Franciscans and the Dominicans 

Innocent III, the nephew of Pope 
Clement III, was only 37 when he was 
elected pope Jan. 8, 1198. His pontificate 
extended for 18 years. Still a deacon when 
he was unanimously elected pope, he was 
ordained a priest on Feb. 21 and conse- 
crated pope the following day. 

He was a born ruler, and he made 
claims of his office that had never been 
made before. Previous popes had called 
themselves the vicar of St. Peter; he called 
himself the vicar of Christ. He was, he 
said, “set midway between God and man, 
below God but above man,” given “not 
only the universal church but the whole 
world to govern,” 

Innocent quickly assumed control of 
the papal state that had so often been pro- 
mised by past emperors, so that it covered 
all of central Italy, separating the north 
that belonged to the German empire from 
the Kingdom of Sicily 

Turning to Germany, where Henry VI 
had died, Innocent mediated between two 
rivals for the throne—Philip (Henry's 
brother) and Otto of Brunswick. Declaring 
that the pope had the right to determine 

who was emperor, he chose Otto who had 

promised to recognize the enlarged papal 

states, He crowned him emperor on Oct 
4, 1209. However, when Otto invaded the 

Sicilian kingdom the following year, 

  

Innocent excommunicated and deposed 
him. Since Philip was dead, the pope gave 
his support to Frederick of Hohenstaufen, 
the son of Henry VI 

His influence reached to England and 
France as he mediated their constant 

strife. By threatening Philip Augustus of 

France and Richard of England with inter 

dict (refusal of the sacraments and Chris: 
tian burial), he was able to end the war 

between their two countries. 

  

    

        

  

  

gland itself, he forced King John 
nize Stephen Langton as 

bishop of Canterbury by excommunicat 
ing the king. Later. after John submitted 

made his Anglo-Irish 
the pope dec! 

  

of Portugal with the daughter of the 
king of Castile. He arbitrated between 

two claimants for the Norwegian throne. 
He mediated a dispute between the king 
of Hungary and his brother. He 
reformed the church in Poland. He dis- 
patched missionaries to Prussia. He rec- 
ognized Joannitza as king of Bulgaria, 
sending a legate to crown him. 

He preached the Fourth Crusade to try 
to win back Jerusalem. This crusade, 
though, through the intrigue of Venice, 

was diverted to Constantinople. The city 
was sacked and the Byzantine Empire was 
overthrown. Innocent had no choice but to 
accept what had happened and he estab- 
lished a Latin patriarchate in Constan- 

tinople in the (mistaken) hope that that 
would lead to a reunification of the 
Eastern and Western churches. 

This was not Innocent’s only crusade, 
though. In 1208 he called for the first cru- 

sade within Christendom itself, against 
the Albigensians in France and northern 
Italy. This crusade resulted in bloodshed 
among Christians, casting a pall over an 
otherwise brilliant pontificate. It was a 
war that was to continue until 1229. 

Innocent was particularly determined to 
reform the church. It was to that end that 
he gave his verbal approval to St. Francis 
of Assisi in 1209 for the rule of life for the 

Order of Friars Minor and in 1216 formal 

approval to the rule of life for the Order of 
Preachers started by St. Dominic. 

In 1215, Innocent convoked the Fourth 

Council of the Lateran, attended by more 
than 1,200 prelates. It condemned all 
heresies, published 70 decrees of reform, 

  

id formulated a creed against the Albi- 
g ians, It defined and made the first 

official use of the term “transubstantia: 
tion” to explain the change of bread and 
wine into the body and blood of Christ, 
and it ordered annual reception of the 
sacraments of penance and the Eucharist. 

It also called for a four-year truce by 

Christian rulers so that a new crusade 

    

   

could be launched in 1217. And, ina 

reflection of the discrimination that exist- 
ed during that period of history, it decreed 

that Jews and Muslims should wear a dis 

linctive dress, 

Pope Innocent II] died quite suddenly on 
July 16, 1216 in Perugia, while trying to set 
tle some differences between Pisa and 

Genoa. He was buried there, but Pope Leo 
XIII had his remains brought back to Rome 

b is now prom the right 
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pt of the Basilica of St. J 

  

in Lateran. 

papacy was ne Again to 
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The Criterion welcomes announcements for The Active List 
of parish and church-related activities open to the public 
Please keep them brief, listing event, sponsor, date, time 

and location. No announcements will be taken by tele 
phone. No pictures, please. Notices must be in our offices 
by 10. a.m. Monday the week of publication. Hand deliver 
or mail to: The Criterion, The Active List, 1400 N. Meri 
dian St. P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind., 46206. 

December 23 

A pro-life rosary will be prayed 
every Saturday morning at 9:30 
a.m. at the Clinic for Women, 
38th and Parker. Everyone is wel- 
come. 

December 24 

St. Patrick Parish, indianapolis, 
will celebrate a Mass in Spanish 
at midnight 

December 26 

The prayer group of St. Law- 
rence, 4650 Shadeland Ave., will 

meet at 7:30 p.m. in the chapel. 
All are welcome. For more infor- 
mation, call 317-546-4065 or 
317-842-8805. 

Our Lady of Greenwood Marian 
Prayer Group will meet to pray 
the rosary at 7 p.m. in the Chapel. 
Everyone is welcome. 

December 28 

St. Lawrence Church, 4650 N. 
Shadeland Ave.., Indianapolis, 
will hold adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the chapel from 7 
a.m, until the 5:30 p.m, Mass. 
Everyone is welcome. 

St. Roch Parish, 3600 S. 
Pennsylvania St., will hold a fam- 
ily Eucharist holy hour with 
rosary and Benediction from 7-8 

p.m. in the church, Everyone is 
welcome. For more information, 
call 317-784-1763. 

Sacred Heart Parish, Indianapolis, 
will hold a Family Rosary night 
at7 p.m. 

December 29 

A pro-life rosary will be prayed 
every Friday moming at 10 a.m. 
in front of Affiliated Women's 
Services, Inc., 2215 Distributors 
Drive. Everyone is welcome. 

  

St. Lawrence Church, 4650 N. 

Shadeland Ave., Indianapolis, 
will hold Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament in the chapel 
from 7 a.m. to the 5:30 p.m. 
Mass. Everyone is welcome. 

  

St. Christopher Parish, Indiana- 
polis, Singles and Friends will 
meet to watch the Pacers game. 
For time and meeting place, call 
Jorge at 317-388-8101 or Mike at 
317-879-8018. 

St. Philip Neri Parish, 
Indianapolis, will hold a Monte 
Carlo Night from 7 p.m.-12 mid- 
night. Admission is $3. 

December 30 

St. Christopher Parish, 

Indianapolis, Singles and 
Friends will meet at church at 8 
a.m. to volunteer at St. Vincent 
de Paul to assist the needy of 
the community. For more infor. 
mation, call Mike at 317-879- 
8018. This is an Interact event 

December 31 

The Catholic Charismatic 
ewal will celebrate New 

Year's Eve Mass at St. Gabriel 
Church, 6000 W. 34th St, Indian. 
apolis, starting with fellowship at 
8:30 p.m. followed by praise and 
worship; Mass at 10 p.m. For 
more information, call 317-927- 
6900 

   

    

January 2 

The prayer group of St. Law- 
rence, 4650 Shadeland Ave.. 
Will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the 
chapel. All are welcome. For 
more information, call 317-546- 
4065 or 317-842-8805 

  

of Greenwood Marian 

er Group will meet to pray 
the rosary at 7 p.m. in the 

Chapel. Everyone is welcome 

    

Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be held in the 
Divine Mercy Adoration 
Chapel located next to 
Cardinal Ritter High School, 
Indianapolis beginning with 
confession at 6:45 p.m. fol- 
lowed by service 7 p.m. 

  

January 3 

St. Christopher Parish, 
Indianapolis, Singles and 
Friends will attend a healing 

Mass at Marian College Chapel 

at7 p.m. For more information, 

call Mary at 317-293-7402 or 
Debbie at 317-388-4940. 

January 4 

St. Lawrence Church, 4650 N 

Shadeland Ave., Indianapolis, 
will hold adoration of the 
Biessed Sacrament in the chapel 
from 7 a.m. until the 5:30 p.m 
Mass. Everyone is welcome 

  

St. Roch Parish, 3600 S. 

Pennsylvania St., «ill hold a fam- 
ily arist holy hour with 
rosary and Benedicwon from 7-8 
p.m. in the church. Everyone is 
welcome. For more information, 
call 317-784-1763. 

    

Sacred Heart Parish, Indianapolis, 
will hold a Family Rosary night 
at7 p.m 

January 5 

A pro-life rosary will be prayed 
every Friday morning at 10 a.m 
in front of Affiliated Women’s 

Services, Inc., 2215 Distributors 

Drive. Everyone is welcome. 

  

St. Lawrence Church, 4650 N. 

Shadeland Ave., Indianapolis, 
will hold Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the chapel 
from 7 a.m. to the 5:30 p.m. 

Mass. Everyone is welcome. 

SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral's 
Council and Count #191 of the 
Knights and Ladies of St. Peter 
Claver will sponsor the Firs 
Friday Rosary at 5:15 p.m. in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, 
1347 N. Meridian St., 
Indianapolis. All are welcome. 
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Byzantine 
Catholic Church 
1117 Blaine Ave. 

(West Indianapolis) 

317-632-4157 

Athanasius 

   

  

    
   

   

Store Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 10:00-6:00 

Sat. 10:00-3:00 
Closed Sunday    
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Come browse Sharon's Gifts 'N’ Crafts Shoppe for a variety of 

balloons, florals, gifts, and accents. 
Craft classes are offered now at Sharon's! Sign up soon! @ 

© 4, Rental space is available at Sharon's starting 
at $15.00 and up per month! 

Call us = more onmation at 352-9266. 
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6923 East 10th Street 
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“I'm a king in the living nativity 
I need some gold and a camel by Friday.” 

Sacred Heart Parish, 1530 

Union St., Indianapolis, will 
hold “First Friday” after the 8 

a.m. Mass, Religion topics will 
be discussed. Refreshments will 
be served. All are welcome. 

January 5-7 

A Benedictine Life Weekend 
for single Catholic women, 
ages 20 to 40, who are inter- 
ested in religious life wil! be 
held at the Monastery 
Immaculate Conception, 
Ferdinand. For more informa- 

tion, cull Sister Rose Mary 
Rexing at 800-738-9999 

January 6 

The Positively Singles, 
Indianapolis, will meet at 
Action Bow! at 7:45 p.m. for 
an evening of bowling and 
jazz. For directions, informa- 
tion, and reservations, call 

, Cheryl at 317-578-4254 

| B 

Apostolate of Fatima will hold a 
holy hour at 2 p.m. in the Little 
Flower Chapel 
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13th and Bosart. 888-8833. 
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\: “Stock Reduction” 
50% - 70% Marked Down 

on most jewelry items including my 

signed custom-made creations! 

EVARD’S DAUGHTER 
257-3667 

1214 Hoover Lane, Indianapolis 

  Sraphics 

  

For more information, call Lean 

Peoni at 317-784-9757. 

St. Nicholas Church, Sunman, 

will hold a S.A.C.R.E.D. meet- 
ing at 7:30 a.m. 

Holy Angels Parish, 740 W 
28th St., Indianapolis, will hold 
exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament from 11 a.m.-noon. 
All are invited 

January 7 

The Positively Singles, Indian- 
apolis, will hold a planning meet- 
ing and pitch-in at 6 pm. For 

directions and more information, 

call Sue Ann at 317-254-1715. 

Secular Franciscans will 
in Sacred Heart Parish 

Chapel, 1530 Union St., 
Indianapolis, at 1 p.m. for 
ongoing formation classes, 
Benediction, service and busi- 
hess meeting following. For 
more information, call 317- 

   

    a Rosner 

    
December 23rd, Saturday 
No Liturgy 

December 24th 
Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

Liturgy - 10 a.m 

December 25th, Monday 
Nativity of Our Lord 

am 

December 26th, Tuesday 
ynaxis 
10am 

December 30th, Saturday 
No Liturgy 

December 31st 
Sunday before Theophany 

10 an 

Jar aary Is 

Circumcision of Our Lord 
1Oar 

Theophany of Our Lord 

  

    

Fader’ 
January 22 

New Age: Beyond the Buzzword 
Mr. Kevin DePrey 

Reflection Day 

Child Care Available 

January 26-28 

Central Indiana Marriage Encounter 
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Challenges in Raising 
African American Youth 
Fr. Freddy Washington, CSSp 
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Annual World Day of Peace message 

Pope says children have a right to peace and love 
By Cindy Wooden, Cathuiic News Service 

    

VATICAN CITY—Children have a right to grow up sur- 

rounded by peace and love, free of abuse and exploitation, Pope 
John Paul Il said in his message for the World Day of Peace. 

“Children are not a burden on society; they are not a 
means of profit or people without rights. Children are pre- 
cious members of the human family, for they embody its 

hopes, its expectations and its potential,” said the pope's 
Peace day message. 

The theme for the Jan. 1, 1996, celebration is: “Let us 
give children a future of peace.” 

‘The papal message was released Dec. 12, one day after 
the U.N. Children’s Fund published its annual report on 

the state of the world’s children, providing statistics on the 
“inhuman sufferings” the pope condemned. 

As a result of wars and conflicts over the last 10 years, the 
UNICEF report said, 2 million children were killed, between 

4 million and 5 million were left disabled, 1 million were left 

orphaned or cannot find their parents and an estimated 10 
million have suffered psychological trauma. 

“The deliberate killing of a child is one of the most dis- 

turbing signs of the breakdown of all respect for human 
life,” the pope said in his message 

In the message, the pope condemned governments 
and armed groups that have ignored international 
agreements to give special protection to children in 

times of war, leading to “a veritable slaughter” of 
youngsters. 

With the peace message, Pope John Paul “wants to 
embrace all children who suffer and all healthy and happy 

children and say to all grown-ups: ‘Let us give children a 
future of peace. They are only children,’ ” said Cardinal 

Roger Etchegaray, president of the Pontifical Council for 

Justice and Peace. 
The cardinal, who often visits world trouble spots on 

behalf of the pope, said he has shed many tears at the sight 
of children murdered or maimed in war or toting guns, 
forced to join the fighting. 

“Peace, a gift of God, is in the hands of adults,” the cardi- 

nal said at a Dec. 12 press conference. “Children never start 

wars; they don’t know how to organize themselves to exploit 
the weak.” 

The cardinal said there has been a “horrendous escalation” 

of wars’ impact on civilians, especially children, since the 
turn of the century 

In World War I, he said, an estimated 10 percent of 

the victims were civilians. The proportion rose to 50 
percent in World War II; 80 percent of the victims of 

the Vietnam War and 90 percent of the victims of the 

Lebanese conflict were civilians, “many of them 
women and children.” 

“Children’s faces should always be happy and trust- 
ing, but at times they are full of sadness and fear: How 
much have these children already seen am uffered in 
the course of their short lives!” Pope Jo. Paul said in 
his message. 

In addition to condemning war, exploitation of child 
workers, forced prostitution, rape and the recruitment 
of child soldiers, the papal message condemned abuse 
of children in the home, the breakup of families and the 

“dismal loneliness” of children left by themselves for 

hours each day as both parents work. 
Children imitate the behavior of the adults around them, 

the pope said 
“They rapidly learn love and respect for others, but they 

also quickly absorb the poison of violence and hatred,” he 
said. 

Even if they do not grow up under the shadow of war and 
civil conflict, many children’s main contact with the world is 
through television programs filled with violence or immorali- 
ty, the pope said. 

“It is no wonder if this kind of widespread and pernicious 
violence also has its effect on their young hearts, changing 
their natural enthusiasm into disillusionment or cynicism, 

and their instinctive goodness into indifference or selfish- 
ness,” the pope said 

  

  
  

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY CLAIMANTS 

For professional legal assistance in your application for 
disability benefits and at all levels of your appeal, call 

PHILLIP V. PRICE 
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If a young child's world is filled with parental arguments, 
examples of selfishness, violence and disdain for others, he 

said, they are not experiencing the childhood they have a 
night to and they will have a difficult time being peacemakers 
themselves, 

Pope John Paul repeated a request he made before the 
September U.N. conference on women, asking Catholic 

schools and institutions to give priority to helping girls and 
young women, especially those growing up under war or 
extreme poverty 

“Lask them to help girls who have suffered as a result of 
war and violence, to teach boys to acknowledge and respect 

the dignity of women and to help all children to rediscover 

the tenderness of the love of God,” he said. 

US. Sacred Heart of Mary Sister Marjorie Keenan, an offi- 

cial at the justice and peace council, said the call to educate 
boys to respect women is an important part of the message. 

“Young boys trained to respect women will be less likely to 
start the wars women refuse” to initiate or support, she said. 

The papal message, in addition to condemning acts of war 
and exploitation against children, also outlines steps parents, 
and teachers can take to develop the inherent peacemaking 
potential of children 

The family, the pope said, is the first place children learn 
to love and respect others, to share and to resolve conflicts 
peacefully 

Pope John Paul praised schoo! programs that teach chil- 
dren to resolve their own conflicts and asked educators to 
include in their lessons stories of successful peacemakers and 

peacemaking, rather than focusing simply on wars and victo- 
ries in battle. 

  
  

   
   

    

  

Knights Family 
Federal Credit Union 
54S. Girls School Rd. M-F 10-6PM 

317-271-7942 

New Car Loans: 
UU Oe ee ee Se eae Oo 

36 Months - 7% A.P.R. 60 Months - 8% A.P.R. 

een 4 Cy: ee P45 
Share Drafts ¢ Certificates » Loans 

The Credit Union is for any member 
of K. of C. Councils in the Indianapolis Chapter, 
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WHEELER/McQUEEN 

7 CONDITIONER 

2 — ‘970 
mi 100,000 BTU-UF INSTALLED COMPLETE 
(8882 GAS FURNACE marae : 

| 

10S E.E.R 

2 TON AIR 

  

9970 won 
INSTALLED COMPLETE 

* FREE 5 year warranty (parts only) 

s Licensed #10550 + Bonded 

IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION 

WHEELER/McQUEEN 
HEATING & A!R CONDITIONING CO. . FREE ESTIMATES 

+ Insured   
  

786-2756 wes: 856-8090     
  

- — ae ad   

  

Monday thru Friday 
9:30 to 5:30 
Saturday 
9:30 to 5:00 
Parking South 
of Store 

  

One of a co} 
delicately 

    

ection of beautifully detai 
lored re: 

  

1 that looks   
Regular 
Smalle 

    

Krieg Bros. 
Catholic S ly He Ir     fn mp ows 

 



  
  

Page 28 The Criterion Friday, December 22 

  

1995 

  

   Youth News/Views 

Cathedral students help 
the poor at Christmas 
By Mary Ann Wyand 

The holidays will be a lot brighter for 
hundreds of needy Indianapolis area resi 
dents thanks to the generosity of Cathedral 
High School students. 

This year Cathedral students are help- 

ing 54 children from St. Philip Neri Parish 
in Indianapolis by providing underwear, 
socks and toys for them, religion teacher 
Jim Obergfell said. Cathedral students 

also are assisting 117 families from St 
Rita Parish with holiday needs as well as 

~ adopting several families from the Noble 
Center, sending money to a mission in 

Haiti, and donating funds to a haven for 
abused women and children. 

And again this year, he said, Cathedral 
students generously responded to a senior 

religion class project to provide gifts for the 
Midtown Community Mental Health Cen- 
ter’s annual Toy Shop. 

That project dates back 18 years at 
Cathedral, Toy Shop coordinator Barry Irons 
said. Until Central Hospital was closed 

Cathedral students volunteered there and 

collected money and gifts so patients with 
mental health problems could give presents 
to loved ones, During the past two Christmas 

seasons, students have helped clients at the 

Midtown Community Mental Health Center 

select gifts for family members. 
Cathedral senior Khristi Autajay from St 

Luke Parish said she will always remember 

this volunteer experience 

“I was so happy I was able to help,” 
Khristi said. “The parents were just so 

grateful that we were helping them pick 

things out and wrap gifts.” 

“I saw this as a learning experi- 
ence,” Cathedral senior Chris Boyd of 
Carmel said. “It got me ready for the 
Christmas season, and I think it helped 

all of the students who collected money 

or bought gifts or worked at the booths. 

   

    

  

  

  

ed from their generosity.   

  

Phot Ann Wyand | 
a | 

Roncalli High school seniors Jeff Allard (from left) and Elana Salinas from St. Barnabas | 

Parish, Whitney Fulkerson from St. Mark Parish, | 
help stock Food Pantry shelves at the Catholic Social Services Crisis Center with some of | 

the 46,000 food items that Roncalli students, faculty and staff collected for the needy. The | 

and Rob Bowman from Holy Name Parish 

Crisis Center, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Hunger Inc., and the Dayspring Shelter benefit- 

  

   

  

Photo by Mary Ann Wyand 
Cathedral High School seniors Al Davis (from left), Jack Rice and Lisa Schlagenhaut arrange donat- 
ed gifts for the Midtown Community Mental Health Center's annual Toy Shop project during Advent. 
Cathedral students also raised money for a number of other community service projects this year. 

I think it helped all of us find the 

Christmas spirit.” 
In the process of helping people in need, 

Chris said, “you feel good when you give of 
yourself to other people. You feel like you're 

making a difference.” 
Students raised $700 to buy gifts for 

Midtown Community Mental Health Center 

clients to give to their families, he said. “It 

Was a really good project. It was fun going 

shopping and testing the toys and helping the 
people. We had a good time 

Chris said he enjoys helping with ser- 
Vice projects because “you're able to put 
yourself out for people who are missing 
something in their lives.” 

And that, Obergfell said, is the goal of 
Cathedral's participation in the Toy Shop 

and other community service projects. 

“IUs avery 
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ood learning experience for 
meet people who have 
robler ther cha 
   

   

  

t the stu 
dents responsibility and an awareness that 
they need to be doing things to help other 
people. The whole thrust of our religion is 
to be of service to others. Giving back to 

the community is a hallmark of a Cathe- 
dral education. We try to emphasize to the 
students that they have an obligation to do 
something for the community.” 
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Bishop Chatard High S 
from St. Lawrence Parish in Indianapolis helps unload 

  

Midtown Community Mental Health cli- 
ents were overjoyed this year by the gen- 

erosity of Cathedral students, Irons said, and 

the many Christmas gifts from teen-agers 

who attend Brebeuf Preparatory School, 

Lawrence North High School, Lawrence 

Central High School, Pike High School, and 

Broad Ripple High School 
“We had about 175 clients come through 

the Toy Shop this year,” Irons said. “If it 
wasn’t for the community as a whole, we 
wouldn't be able to open the Toy Shop every 
year. One client was able to save enough 
money to buy a round-trip bus ticket to visit 
his family at Christmas, but he didn’t have 

any money for gifts. Thanks to generous 
community support of the Toy Shop, he was 
able to pick out presents for his grandchil- 

dren n't seen in five years. Another 
client, a lady, said the students were so sweet 
ind caring that she was overwhelmed with 

    

    

us ped her select gifts.” 
The Toy Shop offers hope to people 

with mental health problems, Lrons said, 

and gives students positive feelings about 
helping people in need 

Again this holiday season, the gift of giv- 
ing brought many rewards to high school 
students in the archdiocese who offered their 
time, talent and treasure to help the less for- 
tunate have a joyful Christmas. 

  

    

  

     
        

     

   

101 sophomore Drew Fillenwarth 

fected by Chatard students 

Social Services Crisis 

i ‘a Catholic Center 

ently delivered two vans ful 
h is now locat 

  

    

  

day service project a 

    
  

   



    

The Cr terion Friday Page 29 ecember 22, 199. 

The Woods claims title in historic competition 
By David Delaney 

  

It was history in the mak for the 

St. Mary-of-the-Woods College wom 

basketball team when they played 
cross-town rival Rose-Hulman Institute 

of Technology 
The much-awaited contest between 

the two Terre Haute schools which took 

place recently, pitted the Woods—the 

nations oldest Catholic liberal arts col 

Faith plays ro 

  
en 

  

By Julie Downs, Catholic News Service 

CHARLESTON, S.C.—Jim “Soni” 

Sonefeld has come a long way from 
mimicking the drummers he heard on 
the radio. 

Now the Catholic from the Midwest 
1s a drummer for Hootie & The 

Blowfish, one of the hottest rock groups 
in the country with a No. | album and a 

top-selling tour 
Their award-winning album “Cracked 

Rear View” is selling more than | million 

copies a month for a total of more than 11 
million CDs or tapes. That makes it the 
fifth best-selling debut album of all time. 

Sonefeld says his Catholic faith has 

played a part in his profession 
In seventh grade at St. Raphael 

School in Naperville, Ill., Sonefeld 

began taking drum lessons. He was 
influenced by the music of his parents, 
from classic rock and Motown to the 

Christmas hymns his mother played, 

such as “Go Tell It On the Mountain.” 

Young Aduit Forum/ Tom Ehart 
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St. Mary's, having had a ba: 

program since last year, had a ju 

  

      
  

  

to claim the newly initiated Clabber Girl 

Trophy for a year 
The two colle; € located about 10 

miles apart and have been around a 
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of Marshall, II 
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packed Shook 

Idhouse    
Gordon 

continued. “This is the beginning of a 
whole new tr Gordon's 13 
points led all St. Mary scorers 

Woods freshman, Sarah Titus, who 

It will be a great rivalry 

    

ion 

le in drummer’ success 
“That was one of my favorite songs as a 

kid,” he told The New Catholic Miscel- 

lany, Charleston's diocesan paper. 
A strong soccer program and the dis 

tance from Illinois brought Sonefeid to 

the University of South Carolina in 
Columbia. Like many students, the col- 
lege years were a period of some transi- 
tion 

College wasn’t “a turning point,” he 

recalled, but a time of “discovery” and 

enlightenment that brought with ita 
new perspective of his Catholic roots. 

“[had taken classes in philosophy 
that taught me about different reli- 
gions,” he said. “It gave me a good pic- 
ture of where I stood religiously.” 

One thing he discovered was that he 
was a “little bit like a foreigner” as a 

Northern Catholic at a large, primarily 

Southern Baptist university. 
Sonefeld remembers the pope's visit 

to the university campus during the 

Holy Father’s 1987 U.S. trip as “one of 

the coolest things ever.” 

“TL felt like that was something special 

  

‘Life’ is the true gift of Christmas 

  for me,” he said, “because | was a 

Catholic and it was my religion.” 
While in college, he took up guitar 

and piano in addition to the drums, 
eventually met the friends and class 

mates who would form Hootie & The 

Blowfish. After graduating in 1989, 

  

they spent the next several years travel 

ing and touring 
Their album “Cracked Rear View” 

was released in July 1994 and continues 
to make a steady climb up the charts, 
The songs of Hootie & The Blowfish 

stand out for their simple and straight 
forward declarations of love and loss. 

  

pen to us in our lives,” said Sonefeld, 
adding that religion and faith have influ- 

enced the group’s song-writing and its 

emphasis on hope even in desperate sit- 

uations. 
Since Sonefeld spends most of his 

time traveling, it is difficult to attend 
Mass regularly, but he feels he practices 
his faith in his daily life by “being true 
to the things that the church taught me, 

if that means anything. It means a lot to 
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“Everybody's been pumped u 
she added 

St. Mary’s President Sister Barbara 

Doherty was on hand along with Rose 
President Sam Hulbert—who threw up 
the first ball 

Sister Doherty referred to the compe- 

tinon as “the game of the century.” 

¢     
CNS photo by Julie Downs 

Hootie & The Blowfish drummer Jim “Soni” 
Soneteld. 

We just write about things that hap- 

me, and I think it comes across to other 
peopie that you're still carrying on the 
traditions of love, giving, caring and 

hope and faith.” 
He said an ever-present symbol of his 

faith are “my Catholic dudes"—the two 
Catholic medals he always wears around 

his neck. “It is always a reminder to me 
that I am a Catholic,” he said, “and 
there is some responsibility that goes 

along with that.” 

  

She was a young 
lege. It was 1980. She was pregnant. And 

she had a lot of choices 

to make: 
Abortion was be- 

coming acceptable 
Her boytriend didn’t 
have to know. Her par- 
ents would probably 
kill her if they found 
out. The neighbors 
would stare and call 

her names. The people 
at church would be scandalized by her sin 

and probably reject her. The shame was 
mothering her. 

It would be so easy to get rid of her 
baby. No one would have to know. She 
could keep the secret hidden. The memory 

could be buried in silence 

It was all so dark. So cold. So ugly 
And so painful 

Or she could go another way. She could 

stay and face the family. Stay and face the 
triends and neighbors and ‘he people at 
church. She could stand up for the child 

who was inside her and give it a chance. It 
was a choice she had to make 

And she chose life 

The decision nearly killed her parents 
The family was shocked—but the 

over it. She went to another town, so 
their neighbors and th 
knew 

  adult fresh out of col 

    

  

> church never 
And the father of the child by 

some incredible 

  

   race, decid 

  

  

by her side and the two were married 
The child was born. Not without diff 

culty, but born nonethel 
beautiful child it was 

became the talk of the f 

     

     
could take their eyes off th 
Everyone w sor hi 1 ! 
ing the child In 
faces all the whil 

ed leant oO 

Stories of eact 

This is a true story. It happened to a 
family close to me. I witnessed firsthand 
what the gift of life could do for a family 

and the sheer joy a child can bring amidst 

the struggles and confusions of life. 
I's also the true meaning of Chnstmas. In 

the same sort of circumstances 2000 years 

ago, Mary chose to give the gift of life to the 
entire human race. She chose to give birth to 

her Son, despite the odds, regardless of the 
humiliation involved. She did it, probably 

not even realizing the effect it would have on 

us in our hectic lives today. But she did it 
and gave us the gift of life 

Mary started the real Christmas. But 

she didn’t give us a car or a check 

There were no mountain bikes, cellular 

phones or gift certificates to a local 
health club given out that day 

en to us Was the wonder 

and joy of life: a gift that has kept on giv 
ing over and over ail these years. And 

that’s what we're really supposed to be 

          

    

celebrating on Christmas day; the joy of 

the birth and gift of life of the Son of God. 
And yes, that gift we celebrate 

residual effect. For Jesus re 

     

   

   
of life given to Him by @ human, by giving 
us the gift of life 
that you might 

full.” Gobn 10:10 
Yet we get 

He says to us 

life, and have 1      

) caught up in the fast 

paced, materialistic consumerization of 

  

y Christmas that we fe 
We fi 

vet what 

   wrget that the 
       

    

    

ift ft of 
u gift that we 
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nde If as ir won 
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College with 
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Book Reviews/By Pegey Weber 

Book is geared to a ma 
CONTEMPLATING MARRIAG : A READER, edited   
by Gloria Blanchfield Thomas. Sheed and Ward 
(Kansas City, Mo., 1995) 445 pp., $19.95. 

Ofte: col 

outs,” mimeographed articles that add to the class discu 
In “Contemplating Marriage: A Reader,” 
Thomas, an associate 

  

class a professor will dis 

essor of religious st 

  

ion. 
Gloria Blanchtield 

    

ies at 
Marymount College in Tarrytown, N.Y., has created a book 
that is a cohesive series of handouts. 

She has assembled more than 40 articles on marr 
could be used in a marriage course. The book is ¢ 

a college marriage course and for students who 
or contemplating marriage.” 

  ve that 

sured toward 
   

  

  

    

Please subs writing to 

our office by 10 a.m. Mon. the 
week of publication; be sure 
to state date of death. 
Obituaries of archdiocesan 

    

i 
Criterion. Order priests and 
brothers are included here, 

unless they are natives of the 
archdiocese or have other 
connections to it. 

BLAYLOCK, Learmon C., 
85, St. Monica, Indianapolis, 
Dec, 5. Husband of Doris Lee 
Blaylock; father of Learmon C 
Jr., Melvin E, Blaylock, Debra 
Hanes; grandfather of seven; 
great-grandfather of 10 
BRASHEAR, Rosa, 81, St 
Augustine, Jeffersonville, Dec 
12. Wife of Edward W. Bra- 
shear Sr.; mother of Damon J 

  

Alvis K. Moses; stepmother of 
Woodie, Jim Brashear, Eddie 

Rose; grandmother of seven; 
great-grandmother of eight. 

  

COOK, Raymond, 58, St 
Anthony, Indianapolis, Dee. 12 
Husband of Patty (Hanrahan) 
Cook; father of Billy Cook, 
Toni Jones, Kathy Cummings, 
Candy Seamon, Glenda 
McCullough, Anna Horning 
Margie Barron; brother of I 
Lovell, Shirley Haney, Sandy 
Wells, Sue Hicks; grandfather 
of 22; great-grandfather of 10. 

DANIEL, Leo A.. 80. 
Elizabeth, Cambridge, Dec. 5. 

Husband of Josephine Daniel; 
father of Lucille Burgess, Jerry 
Daniel; grandfather of three; 
great-grandfather of three 

DERLETH, A! +. 76, St. 
Mark, Good Shepherd, Indiana 

Dec. 9. Husband of Mary 
weeney) Derleth; father of 

1, Thomas Derleth, 

Hill; brother of 

   

   ne 

        

   
   

  

   

  

divided 

  

   
    

  group in ord 

  

The book is a fine comp 

  

it could not s 
Hest speakers and researc 
She notes that such topics as 

    

abortion, infertility and childless marr, 

in this book. She also notes that 

as one teaches the cl 

        

      

    

   

  

“Much of the learning in thi 

Catherine Cord, Martha 
Riccobono, Mary MeGini 

if great-grand 

ECKERLE, Wilfred F., 78 
Hi apolis, De 

10. Fath Ted Ecker 
Reb Ann Trainowski, Ri 
S. Wright, Th cl 
brother of Valerie 
Norbert Eckerle. 

Miller 

EICHER, Roger Dale. 55, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, New 
Albany, Dee. 9. Son of Martha 
L. Eicher; brother of Lee, Keith 
Eicher, Martha 

FAHY, Margaret, 

Lady of the Greenwood, 

Greenwood, Oct. 30. Mother of 
Donald R., Francis M., 
Christopher Fahy, Mary Archer, 
Patricia Lang. 
FERGUSON, Clara Marguer- 

ite (Sweatt), 72, St. Bridget, 
Indianapolis, Dee. 7. Sister of 
Harty E. Reid, Sr. 

arah L., 102, St 
er, Indianapolis, Dec 

3. Mother of Lois Zeph, Paul 
Gates; grandmother of eight: 
great-grandmother of 27. 

grandmother of 17. 

GERWIG, Victoria L., 34, St 

  

    
Our 

  

    

        

  

  

G.H. Herrmann 
Funeral Homes 

1505 South East Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46225 

62-8488 

1605 South State Road 135 
(Olive Branch Rd. at State Rd. 135) 

Greenwood, Indiana 46143 

787-7211 

5141 Madison Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 

787-7211 

MEMBER: 
THE 

ORDER 

  

  

  

    

1.708 North Bhadelend Av   

LEVEL TERM LIFE 
aout 10 CHANGE 

wwe __| ) 

For a quote call and ask for Dianna Phel 
call toll free 1-800-272-6091 

(317)389-9624 Tol Free 1800-272 

  

      
INSURANCE 15 

Due to APPROVED National Association Insurance Commission 
level term insurance is about to change. New guidelines will affe 

SORG-EHRMAN Financia! Services 

   

    
s regulatory action, guaranteed 
ct the price. 

PRICES WILL BE INCREASING. 

IF YOU HAVE A NEED FOR $100,000.00 OR MORE OF TERM LIFE INSURANCE (and 
who doesn’t) THEN WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU MOVE FAST. 

WE OFFER SOME OF THE MOST COMPETITIVE TERM LIFE INSURANCE IN THE 
COUNTRY. Call us for a quote today and compare 

ips at 317-359-9621 or outside of the Indianapolis area 

    
ere Our 38th Year   

rrliage course 

  

     

pters us on such      

    

ne. The editor r 

  

1 in the 

Hternative lifestyles, adoption, 
es to fil Ds. 

  

t addressed 

teacher must be a witness 

    

complished within 

  

Pius X, Indianapolis, Dee. 9. 

Wite of Ronald Gerwi, 
of Carrie. Claire Gerw 

¥ Marra; daughte 
) Williams; sister 

     

   

    rof 

ums, Jennifer 
Hoover, Julie Pointer 

GODSEY, L.L. “Blackie,” 
St Mary, Richmond, Dee. 6. 
Husband of Mar 

Godsey; father of Bruce 

Godsey. Marcia H 
of Robert Ge 

   

  

brother       
     

    

GREIWE 
Mary 

Husband of Elizabeth R 
eiwe; father of Keith A. 

Greiwe, Julie A. Young. Ry 
Michael Kerns, Denise C 
Diana Ebling, Dawn Kane: 
brother of John, Charles, Dan 
Greiwe, Ruth Ann Schwering: 
grandfather of five 
GURTZ, Bernice L., 80, St 
Bernard, Frenchtown, Dec. 8 
Mother of Melvin Bary, Evelyn 
Richardson; sister of Lovene 
Bocard, 

   

  

    

   

      

mother of 22 

JEFFERS, John, 73, Our Lady 
of the Greenwood, Greenwood 
Dee. 5. Father of Susan 

Hastings, Patricia Messer, John 
M. Jeffers; brother of William 
Jeffers; grandfather of four 

KING, Rita M., 77, St 
| Malachy. Brownsbur; 

| Mother of Robert, Philip King. 
| Marcia Cle 

  

  

  
   

y. Marian Quinn: 
| sister of Mary Moriarty; grand 
| mother of 17 erandmoth 

| 

    

| er of two. 

  

AMER, Elmer J., 79, 
| St. Paul, Sellersburg, Nov. 12 
| Husband of Re 
| father of Robert, S 
| Kleehamer 

    

  

Ruth Ad 
brother of 

Dorothy 

  

      
McDaniel, Marie Renn, Lue! 

| Rack; grandfather of 13; great 
| grandfather of eigh 

  

McCURDY, Barbara A. 
(Dowden), 48, St. Anthony 
Indianapolis, Dec. 9. Wite of 
Robert J. MeCurdy: daug! 
Edith R. (Curren) Di 

of Stephen V 

MONTGOMERY, Leroy V. 
| 79, St. Mary. Rush Dec. 9 
| Husband of Mary Catherine 
(Oakley) Montgomery: father of 

  

     
Dowden 

  

  

    

David L. Montgomery; brother 
of Raymond, Orville Mont 

gomery, L ne Higgins, Mar 
jorie Willey 

  

MUCKERHEIDE, Emma, 89. 

       

the method itself 
   

Interpreting one’s experience, much 

and reflection and exposu © to the wisdom of people in 
happy marriages and even those in failed marriages are essen- 

tial components,” she writes. 

She notes 

ibility and is ofte 

  

and the cour 

They prot    

sing this kind of method “requires great flex 
However, she adds that the method 

  

cr uses the best of this 
book, the best of speakers and the best of discussion to give 

students ai th 

  

     eld, Mass.) 

At your bookstore 

shipping and handling.) 

St. Mary, Greensburg, Dec. | 
Sister of Albert L., Louis 
Rosatine Muckerheide 

NEAL, Norm 
Christopher, In 
2. Wife of Tom Neal: mother of 
John, Jim Standish, Sarah 
Latimer 

  

Jean, 61, St 
is, Dee 

    

grand 

  

reat-grandmoth 

NEWMAN, Thomas W.., 76 
St. Mark, Indianapolis, Dee. 5. 

Husband of Betty A. (Henr 
Newman; father of John T 
George W., Joseph H. New 
man, Kathleen A. White, Mary 

ditather of 

father of 

  

    

    

Mary M.. 81, Our 
reenwood, Lady of the 

Greenwood, Dee. 2. Mother of 
Timothy J., Patrick S., Dennis 
M. O'Neill, Linda Butler; sister 
of Lester Scott, Hazel Hall; 
grandmother of 13; great-grand 
mother of eight 

  

PATTERSON, Milton 
Millard “Mickey,” 60, St 
Bridget, Indianapolis, Dec. 4 
Brother of Naomi O' Banyon. 

PETRICEK, Anthony J., 78 
St. Mary, Rushville, Dec. 13 

Husband of Blanch (Carroll) 

Peiricek; father of Carroll A 

Patricek: brother of Steve 
Petricek, Ann Knkonan. 

RICHIE, Gerald L.. 58. St 
Mary of the Knobs, Floyds 
Knobs, Dec. 11. Husband of 
Shirley A, Richie; father of 
Mark, Kevin, Jeane Anne 
Richie: brother of Jack Richie 
ROEMBKE, Clara E. 

(Schoenbachler), 82, St. Mark, 
Indianapolis, Dec. 6. Mother of 

L., Dennis O. Roembke, 
Pickett, Linda K 

r, Patricia L. Cardwell; 

of Edna L. Kendrick 
grandmother of 145 g 
mother of 11 
SCHWERT, Lorraine, 9) 
Christ the King, Indianapolis 
Nov. 18. Mother of Mary D 

Dorothea Ahlers 
f ten; great 
f seven: 

    

    

      

   mother of o 

SHORT, Dorothy L.. 76. St 

Malachy, Br 

  

  wnsburg, Dee. 9. 

  

   
   

M rianne N 
Tim Short; s {Joseph 

Gale Siefert, J A. Jones. 
Alice Orschell; grandny 

  

hree. 

STRAHL, Emma A.. 86, Ow 

Lad Perpetual Help, New 

  

VAUGHN, Helen R Ss 

   

      

grand- 

ed view of marni 

  

ip for a day’s reading, it 

i There are many 
ator or a class or the 

  

il into perspective 
is a staff reporter and columnist for The 

Observer, newspaper of the Diocese of 

or order prepaid from Sheed & Ward, 
P.O. Box 419492, Kansas City Mo. 64141. Add $2 for 

VAUGHN, Thomas, 79, St 
Pius X. Indianapolis, Dec. 11 

nd of Frances A. (Feist) 
Vaughn: father of Jan M 
Stetzel, Caro! P 
Thomas L. Vaughn, Jr., 
Richard Vaughn: brother of 

        

John, James, Vie Vaughn, 
Mary Elizat th Sterzel, 

ie Pi 

Anni 
cy, Eileen 
of It 

      
ut-grandfather of four. 

VOEGELE, John F., 75, St 

   

Voegele; father of 
John, Keith, George, Randy 
Dean, Philip, Warren, Steve, 
Debbie Voegele, Christy 
Schene, Tina Holt, Rose Ann 
Ellinghausen; brother of 
Eugene, Pete, Father 
Fridolian, Hugo, Tom, Don 
Voegele, Maryl Leinberger. 
Virginia Suding, Gertrude 
Shane; grandfather of 14; 
great-grandfather of one 

  

Franciscan Sister 

Clara Knueven, 88, 
dies at Oldenburg 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
for Franciscan Sister Clara 

n was cele led on 

at the motherhouse in 
Oldenburg. She died Dec. 3 at 
the age of 88 

     

The former Sister Francis 
Loretta entered the Oldenburg 
Franciscan community in 1928 
and professed her final vows 
in 1934, 

Sister Clara taught at St. Louis 
Batesville: Sacred Heart, Clinton 
St. Gabriel, Connersville: St 
Mary, New Albany: and St 
Bemadette and St. Christopher, in 
Indianapolis; and a school in 
Evansville. She retired to the 
motherhouse in 1980, 

  

She is survived by two sis 
ters, Franciscan Sister Frances 

Knueven and Frieda Camp 

Providence Sister 
Mary Ellen Cronin, 
77, dies at Woods 

Providence Sister Mary Eller 
Cronin died Dec at St. Mary 
of the Woods. She was 77 

The Ma: f Christian Buri; 
was celebrated for her on Dec. 6 

in the Church of the Immaculate 

Conception 

  

  

   

   
The former Mary Helen Croni 

entere congregation in 1936 

professed her first 8 
y 

The 
Sister M 

St. Thomas Aqui 
apolis, Si 
Haut ind other schools    na, Illinois, M. 
Cal She 

  

minis  
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Classified Directory 
For information about rates for classified advertising, call (317) 236-1572 

TO VEL 

Director of Music Ministry 
0 

  

Ss. Francis and Clare parish, a new parish in Greenwood \ 
seeking a part-time ¢      

     

  

all leaders 
tion of music, as well as pro 

responsibilities include 
ps and indi 

active member of the 

Experience as a pastor. 
and proficiency in vocal/choral direction req 
strongly desired. Preference will be 
tinue this position as t grows into a full-time position 

   

  

     

   

Send resume to: Search Committee, 5058 Travis Road, ( 
317-422-5058, 

senwood, IN 46143, 

  

  

Ascension School Principal 
Ascension School is seeking an energetic Principal with strong 
interpersonal skills for 490 students, K-8. 

Qualifications: Must be a practicing Catholic with a master’s 
degree in education. Administrative and religious certificates 
preferred. Excellent communication skills, educational leader- 
ship, commitment to academic excellence and the teaching of 
the Church. 

Send replies and resumes to: Rev. John Helm, c/o Ascension 
Church, 4600 Lynnbrook Drive, Louisville, KY 40220, by 
January 18, 1996 

SULA 

HELPING YOU TO SAVE 

ON YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS 

+ Life/Heaith 

+ Medicare Supplement 

* Annuities 
+ Income Replacement 

* Long Term Care 

BANKERS 

      

       

      

    

  

     

  

    
    
      

     
     

    

    

) CASUALTY COMPANY ANNA DUJAN 
Chicago, I 60654-2014 343-9270 es 782-1252   

   

See Your Ad Here! Call 236-1572! 

  

  

4“, yi ” 
Guardian Angel"? 

itoring Service will call every day to check on: 
dre Elderly “Homebound “Handicapped 

Extra Peace of Mi ith Allert” Emergency 

Response unit. Call 317-897-9832 ext. 16 today! 

Pee H Services Offered 

  

            

  

KELLY'S 5 
curtun seavice ||| SLEPHNIG 

Gutter Cleaning + Free Estimates astietor 
Guaranteed Work Call 

Sera Mase Meee ||| «eee   

  

MOBILE COMPUTER worksta- | 
tion for sale. Single on/off switch | 
controls the entire unit. | 
Grounded four-outlet electrical | 

oT
 

  

surface adjusts 
and top shelf can be lowered. | 
All steel construction. chrome | 

legs and 4” casters. Excellent 
condition! Make an offer! Call 
Deborah at 317-236-1580 or 
317-578-1672. Leave message 
‘on voice mail 

New CGiocks 
45% to 63% otf on Howard Miller & 
Ridgeway Ciocks Also, Biack 
Cuckoo Clocks and a fine line of Swiss 

musi boxes 
A Time To Remember wsrie 
812-988-8463 or 1-800-267-7756 

  

  

my 

  

    

   
      

Calligraphy 

Reasonable Rates! 
Call Alma, 

317-545-5896. 

Ea 
BODY BRONZING 

Free Agelicatiea Lesson 
© Call Jan 317-253-1533 © 

Custom Ho 
Cleaning = 
me be your on 
guardian 
angel and I'll 
make your 
home heavenly. 
Cali Sandra 317-254-8444 
Northside Preferred 
References Available 

CARING INDIVIDUAL needed 
to care for 1 child in our home. 

Call 317-865-0029. 

CAREGIVER NEEDED to care 
for 20-month-old, 2-month-old. 
and newborn in my home. Must 
be loving, patient, non-smoker 
and flexible. Hours are M,W.R 
mornings. Cail 317-788-1285.     
CARING INDIVIDUAL needed 
to care for 1 child in cur home. 

help me with the care of my 
father who has emphysema 
He's on oxygen. Flexible hours 
will work around your schedule. 
Days part time. He lives two 
streets from St Anthony. Please 
cali me for more information at 
317-781-180     

CHILD CARE needed in our 
home for infant. Monday and 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. - 7:30 
p.m. Downtown. Please call 317- 
635-4208. 

  

CHILD CARE in my home 
    
CLOCK REPAIR 
We repair all makes & models! Wall 
shelf, electric, Cuckoo & Atmos We 
specialize in restoring antique clocks. 
House calls on Grandtatner Clocks 
A Time To Remember issrvie vi 
812-988-8463 or 1-800-267-7756     
GET $$$$$ 

Get the scoop on 
manufacture 

through an hly rebate 

newsletier. Know what to 

buy BEFORE you buy and 

get $$SSS hack 

    

For a year subscription 
send $12.00 check or 

money order to 

WISE CONSUMER 

NEWSLETTER,   2214 Fares, Evansville, IN 47711   
Close to Monday - 
Friday, 6:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Call 
317-631-1663. 

Mer 

HOLY PILGRIMAGES 

Medjugorje 
with Rita Klaus 

Call for info! 
BEAT 

Ronen 

  

TRAVEL FREE BENEFITS. 

  

| 

  

PANAMA CITY beach. Guif- 
front conde. 2BR. 2% BA 
Reasonable winter rates. 812- 
883-5849, 
  

Eastgate area. 
anding 2BR apt 

317-876-0015.       

When you want 
action, 

you need 

an ad in 
The Criterion. 

Call 317-236-1572. 

Ta a} 

HOUSEHOLD HANDYMAN 
Painting, Kitchen & Bath 

Remodeling, Residential Roofing 
All Types General ttome Repair 
Dependable Insured Family Man 

  

  

    

  

  

| | cS | cc 
| THAT PERSONAL TOUCH 

use 
|HAND-CRAFTED angels 
African-American, Caucasian- 
standing. Decorative, hanging 
ornaments, tree toppers. 317- 
925-8868. $3.50 and up. 

HIGH BACK executive chair, 
oak arms, beige fabric covering 
Like nev, $100 obo. 317-356- 
4246. Call anytime 

HUFFY PRO fitness stationary 
bike. $50 obo. 317-356-4246. 

  

  

  
TABLECLOTH, EUROPEAN 
lace. “Alpine Rose” pattern, ecru 
color. 59° x 108" oval. $50. Call 
317-786-7286 for more informa- 
tion. 

TABLECLOTH, EUROPEAN 
lace. “Hearts & Flowers” pat- 
tern, ecru color. 60" x 108” rec- 
tangle. $50. Cal! 317-786-7286 
for more information.   
20’ ANCHOR SAILBOAT with 

cuddy cabin, 2 sails, trailer (new 
tires and lights). 5 hp motor 
$2100. 317-845-6917. 

CENTRAL FLORIDA retire- 
ment, iakefront, 14 X 70 mobile 
home. Fishing, golf, furnished, 2 

    
  

  

  

  

FREE 

rsrmares 357-8955 | | an. 1 Ba, & AC, porch, dock 
$18,900. Call 317-823-9272. 

CL ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY lots 
(Two), ($525 each), located in 

LOGAN CONTRACTING, CO.| | S.E. corner, formerly (infant- 
- Indianapolis - section-B.) 317-852-1114 or 

* Roofing # Tear-oft 317-852-7957. 
* Reroof * Chimney Flashing 2 PLOTS mn Calvary Cariets 

in Calvary Cemetery. 
*RR00 5464 sil Wil soll at cscount. 317-867- 

BRL 

* Relaxers 
» Curis 

nium > Cuts 
= + Waves 
3707 N. Shadeland + Extensions 

Debra Cooper 317-591-9100     

BE U Ee 

        

Don’t open another Christmas Club to earn 4% interest! 
Through our Bi Weekly Mortgage Acceleration Plan you can increase the equity in your | 

home; become debt free YEARS early; have access to thousands of dollars to use for 

the Christmas of your dreams, or whatever your heart desires! All without hassles, 
credit checks or changes to your current mortgage. 

<===58 Call Today for a FREE computer analysis. 317-897-9832 ext. 14. 
  
  

ARRERICAN 

society’ Call 
1-800-ACS-2345 
  

  
HAMMANS ELECTRIC, INC. 

— Complete Electncal — 
    

Et | 
| 

BUYING OR SELLING? ]_ 
  

897-1460 | 

| 
| 

   
Tic #10624 PLUMBER? BALL... ; ‘ep 

WEILHAMMER PLUMBING dmoxtnncacon 
NEW - REMODELING - REPAIR WI 

NEW & OLD HOMES     

MARTHA TAYLOR 
VM: 290-7938 — 24 HOURS 
HM: 644-1388 

Sea ee 

OOSIER 

  

  

  

  | 
RRE HAUTE} 

For Complete Building 
Material Needs See 

Powell-Stephenson 

Lumber 
2723 S. 7th St. 

  

PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND COOLING CO. 

1127 Miller Ave. 392-3269         235-6263 

Service & Repairs.   
  

  Senior Citizens Discount 
317-634-5886   

(J.C. ELE 

  

'CTRIC 
787-5367 + 253-1142 

Roger P. Beckemeyer, CPCU 
We represent several 

major companies and 

write most types of 
Business and Personal 
Insurance. 

360 Plaza Dr., Suite A 

812-372-4477 | 
  

    
  

— 

    

Come back home to 

Christmas 

St. Rita’s Church 

Midnight Mass 

Choir Concert at 11:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 24 

Christmas Day Mass 

Monday, 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Tony Clark, Pastor 

1733 Dr. Andrew J. Brown Avenue 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 

317-632-9349     
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ts Gibault School for Boys 
Since 1921, the Indiana Knights of Columbus have been 

helping disadvantaged boys from parishes, counties, towns 

and cities all across Indiana have a Merrier Christmas. 

Gibault School would like to thank the Knights and their 

wives for their generous support since 1921. Many 

others have also helped support the school. 

   
   

        

  

  

The boys at Gibault 
School are Indiana’s 

boys, your boys. : 

They are children 
in need and they 

F or p Otten need your help. Please 2 

remember Indiana’s forgot- {Vile ar 
L ten, neglected and abused FUSES 

children this Christmas with 
a donation to Gibault School for Boys. 
PLEASE help Gibault School save a boy in need. 

  

Gibault School for Boys is a residential center for delinquent and pre-delinquent boys ages 10 to 18. 

The school has been sponsored by the Indiana Knights of Columbus since 1921. 

For more information, please call 812-299-1156. 

PLEASE Help A Boy In Need! 
Send your donation today to: The Gibault Foundation, Inc. 2.0. Box 2316, Terre Haute, IN 47802-0316 

Name ee oi Bl. Sy eee ea eed SN a EEE Ee 

Address es ee si 1 NOR SS oP side sais 

City gt ees See ee ei ae State __ Zip 

Telephone: Home 
* : AEA EB La 

Business G. wz DRO ea | 
{ > ] mn SS yy : 

Enclosed is: $100 $50 $25 Other$ et GID, LT ¥     
  

  
  

 


