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BIRTH OF CHRIST—Mary and Joseph admire the infant Christ in this painting titled “The 
Holy Family.” It was painted by Italian article Giorgione during the 15th century. The 

Christmas message from 

painting is part of the Samuel H. Kress Collection from the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington D.C. (CNS photo from The National Gallery of Art) 

Archbishop Buechlein 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 

How do we help people believe that 
something truly decisive happened at 
Bethlehem in Judea almost 2,000 years ago? 
How do we help each other believe that the 
birth of Jesus Christ was the most important 
human event of all time? 

  

  

Looking Inside 
Seeking the Face of the Lord: Jesus 

brought peace through forgiveness 
of sins. Pg. 2 

Editorial: The top religious stories of 
1994. Pg. 2 

From the Editor: A visit to the Church 
of the Nativity. Pg. 4 

Parish profile: 
serves small but active group. Pg. 8 

  

Brownstown parish 

Vatican and Jesuits: Back to norm 
relations. Pg. 10 

faith Alive!: Making the connection 

with Christmas. Pg. 11 

  

World Day of Peace message: Pope 
asks women to become teachers of 

peace. Pg. 33. 
Yearend roundup: Broken papal leg, 

catechism among top stories. Pg. 36.       

From the beginning almost everyone has 
believed there is something special about the 
birth in Bethlehem. Through the centuries 

the birth of Christ has touched human 

imagination, Great works of art picture the 
nativity with a spirit of joy and wonder 

  

  

  

Even in our own times, which some 
folks call post-Christian, Christmas 
touches us in ways that no other yearly 

observance does. Christmas trees a 
twinkling nativity scenes 
signal peace and joy and a spirit of 
giving. We even have special 
and music 

hear only 

  

lights and 

    

   

  

    

traditional carols which we 

in this season. We who are 
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we     
    

  

belief that Christ's birtt 
ence? 

The as somethir with the 
spirit of peace and joy. Nothing is more 
convincing than contagious joy. Nc     

    

ince people that Ch 
more th. a spint of Chr 

we can follow a stream 
Joyful Christians lead 

Authentic Christian joy 
ul, profound and_ attractive 

Someone said 

back to its source 

eople to Christ 

    

is a powe 
sermon, Inner peace wins people's conf 

ce more than thousands of words 

  

And so our Christmas question is this 
What is the secret to lasting Christian 
peace and joy? 

  

  The answer may be wre 

  

pped in the 
mystique of Christmas, vet it 1s familiar 
The path to interior peace and joy is 

forgetting oneself enough to live for 
my of inner peace 

nstinctive “me-first 
Paul gives us the antidote 

others. The grea! 
is conceding to th 
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to selfish living and gnawing unhappi 
ness when he says: “Bear one anothers 

  

so fulfill the law ¢ 
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fe he taught us, has already 

been given. It is our challenge to accept 
the gift and to live it. We unwrap the gift 
in faithful prayer. Joy and peace are 
found in unwrapping the gift in prayer 

My Christmas wish for one and all is that 
we remember to unwrap the greatest gift of 
all! Peace and joy for a blessed Christmas 
and New Year! 
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SEEKING THE FACE OF THE LORD     

  

by Archbis hop Daniel M. Buechi 

When I remember Christmas as a child all kinds of 
images come to mind. I remember my dad, my brother and 
I walking around Grandpa Buechlein’s farm looking for the 
Tight cedar Christmas tree. | remember 
making tree ornaments out of red foil 
milk bottle caps while mom made great 
fudge and sea foam candy. I remember 
seeing my dad sneak a bicycle for my 
brother into our house in the dark of 
night just before Christmas. I remember 
singing in the boys’ choir at Midnight 
Mass at St. Joe’s Church and I 
remember the harp, the violins, the 
cello. I remember singing “Gesu Bam- 

    

bino” and “Silent Night’ (in German). I 
still remember the aroma of the Christmas ham mom served 
ee eee 

Christmas memories are wonderful and they are lasting. 
1 am so grateful that even in those young years we knew 
that Christmas was more than special music and 
exchanging sits end all the Courses Sarre and 
dad made a point of teaching us to understand the i 
of Christmas, in the way they emphasized Christmas 
prayer. Once we were old enough, Midnight Mass was the 
highpoint. I especially remember that going to confession 
before Christmas was not a matter of discussion. We did it   

Jesus brought peace through forgiveness 
as a family the Saturday afternoon before Christmas and it 
made Midnight Mass ail the more joyful, 

As a matter of fact, our family went to monthly confession 
on Saturday afternoons year round. We weren't thinking that 
only mortal sins needed confessing. My folks figured that if we 
were dealing with the lesser sins and faults in our lives it might 
help us cope with the bigger 

I don’t think my brother and I felt oppressed or 
inordinately compelled to put our faith first. I thank God 
that my parents taught me the discipline to try to live the 
faith they had handed on to me. My generation of parents 
may have lost some of that determination about exacting the 
discipline of living the faith. I guess we began to worry 
about being too strict and oppressive with our youth. With 
hindsight, most folks I know have begun to believe 
permissiveness hasn’t worked too well. It’s great to see that 
anew generation of parents wants their children to lea the 
practice of the faith and the discipline that fidelity requires. 

I mention the discipline of spiritual practice this time of 
year because I am cont that if we want to fully 
appreciate and enjoy the true meaning of Christmas, we 
have to live the faith throughout the year. Great celebrations 
like Christmas and Easter mean a lot more if ee 1 
faith in Ordinary Time. It is great that our churches 
with extra crowds at Christmas Masses, but we should be 
crowded every Sunday and holy day. 

God doesn’t need our prayer and worship. We need to 
worship. God doesn’t need our repentance from sin. We do. 
In order to worship with peaceful and joyful hearts, we need   

to be freed of the burden of our sins. One of the great 

wonders of the Christmas mystery is the fact that Jesus came 
to bring us peace through the forgiveness of sins. Christ 
gave us the church and the sacraments of the church to carry 

on his mission of reconciliation. 
So much heaviness of spirit can be traced to the burden 

of sin. We know from experience that Christmas, which 
celebrates joy and peace, can cause anxiety and depression 
for some folks. Some such sufferings are due to emotional 
pathology and we need to give special love and support to 
people who are so burdened at this time of year. But some 
anxiety and depression can be caused by the burden of sin 
and there is an easier cure for that. 

If we find that we have not been as faithful to God and 
the church and to family and friends as we would like, now 
is the time to come back home. Thanks to Christ bom among, 
us, the church has everything we need for a happy return. 
Parishes offer special penance services with opportunity for 
sacramental forgiveness of ca cue & ANCE and our 

sts are available for 
ation at regularly chet ried times Sara at a time by 
Bee ie ee it or too small to be forgiven 
by our merciful God. Ni para Rese a ae 
Knowledge tou si ar forgiven by God trough the 

of and reconciliation. 
Christmas is a celebration of peace. So is the gift of 
penance and reconciliation. It occurs to me that of all the 
gifts my parents gave me, that faithful practice has been one 
Of the most lasting! 

  

    
  

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY 

What were the top “aga stories of 1994? 
  

by John F. Fink 
Editor, The Criterion 

Early in December every year, Catholic 
News Service (CNS) sends ballots to editors 
of Catholic can pick the 
top news stories of the year. It's 
always interesting to see the diversity of 
opinions among editors. 

That diversity of begins here 
at The Criterion. When the ballot arrives, I 
make copies and give them to the other 
four members of the editorial department 
so they can make their choices and then, 
when the results arrive from CNS, 
compare their oe with those of 
editors around the country. The selec- 
tions here in our office are as diverse as 
they are among the other editors. 

This ie I thought it was easy to 
select the religious story of the 
year—the publication of “ “The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church.” Two others on 
the staff agreed with me and that story 
proved to be the runaway choice of other 
editors of Catholic newspapers. 

After that, though, selections for the next 
nine spots were widely scattered. The U.N. 
conference on population and development 
in Cairo, Egypt, came in second, probably 

  

No issue next week 
In accordance with our usual prac- 

tice, The Criterion will not be published 
next week, Dec. 30. The next issue will 
be dated Jan. 6, 1995. 

All offices in the Archbishop O'Meara 
Catholic Center will be closed after 
Christmas until Tuesday, Jan. 3, 1995. 
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H ranked it fifth. 

Here are the stories the editors placed in 
the next 10 spots: third, the debate over 
health care; fourth, Rwanda; fifth, Bosnia; 
sixth, Haiti; seventh, refugees; eighth, the 
debate over the ordination of women; nine, 
the U.S. elections; 10th, stories about 
abortion; 11th, euthanasia stories; and 12th, 
the pope's health. 

I included the Middle East peace 
process and euthanasia in my top 10 
instead of the U.S. elections and health 
care, and I had stories about abortion in 
second place. My reasoning was that the 
campaign to keep abortion out of health 
care reform was more of an abortion 
story than a health care story. 

When it came to the top newsmakers 
of the year in stories about religion, how 
could it be anyone but Pope John Paul II? 

He is even Time magazine’s Man of the 
Year. He made news throughout the year 

his broken leg and health 
Peetatbe, appointment of new cardi- 
nals, the African synod, the world synod 
on religious life, the population confer- 
ence campaign, his new book on hope, 
the letter rejecting women priests, fis 
letter on planning for the next millen- 
nium, his canceled trips to the United 
States and three other ies, and his 
successful trips to Sicily and Croatia. He 
was named first by 26 of the 45 editors 
who submitted ballots. I have no idea 
what the other 19 editors were thinking. 

The next four top newsmakers selected 
by the editors were: second, Haiti’s 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide; third, 
Catholic women in general; fourth, Presi- 
dent Clinton; and fifth, Cardinal Joseph 

Ratzinger. Those were my selections, too, 
except that I had Cardinal Ratzinger 
ahead of Clinton. 

The ballots to editors included a list of 27 
stories and 11 newsmakers from which to 
choose. Some of the stories that were on the 

ICC calls for higher priority 
to providing assistance to poor 
Letter to state officials 

addresses deficiencies 

in three areas 

  

The Indiana Catholic Conference (ICC), 

the public policy arm of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the state, has urged that a higher 
priority be given to providing better 
assistance to the state’s poor 

In a 13-page statement sent to Indiana 
Governor Evan Bayh, other top state 
government officials, and all members of the 
General Assembly, the ICC poir 
nore than a half-million Hoosiers: 
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of the state 

average per ¢ 
992 was $18,043. 
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The statement was released by 

bishop D. 1M. Buechlein, 
man of the ICC. The conterenc 
the more than 700,000 Catholics in 

Arch 

chair 
presents 

We State 

    
   

  

“In our statement,” Archbishop 
Buechlein said, “the conference addresses 

what it believes are deficiencies in welfare 
Medicaid, and especially in the assistance 

given by township trustees. 

We are concerned,” he continued, “that 
s one of the lowest of the 50 states in 
for assista nd in the amount of 

critical-need assistance. We are concerned 
that, while some 600,000 people in our state 

  

     

| do not have medical insurance, plans are 
being formulated to cut the Medicaid 

budget. And we are especially concerned 
that the township trustee assistance system, 
which dates from the 1700s, is outdated, 
inefficient, wasteful, and often demeaning 
and inequitable. We are calling on the state 
at least to provide stand, that will 

  

original list and were undoubtedly impor- 
tant but didn’t make the top 12 included: 

Mexico; the Vatican's restatement of the ban 
on Communion for divorced Catholics in 
unsanctioned second marriages; hearings 
about embryo research; Vatican actions 
ee can, 

ree nee and the 
a of altar girls at Mass (thank 

that one didn’t make the top 10). 
Pe ierieris voc yori? ne 

OFFICIAL 
APPOINTMENTS 

Effective December 5, 1994 

REV, KENNETH GERING, OFM Conv., 
from chaplain at Regional and Union 
Hospitals, vee Haute, appointed adminis- 
trator, St. h, Corydon, Most Precious 
Blood, New Middletown and St. Peter, 
Harrison. 

REV. PAUL FAROH, OFM Conv., ap- 
pointed part time associate administrator, St. 
Jeseph, Corydon, Most Precious Blood, New 

and St. Peter, Harrison. 

The above appointments are from the office 
the Most Reverend Daniel M. Buechlein, O.S.B., 
Archbishop of Indianapolis. 
  

Christmas supplement 
The Criterion's annual Christmas 

supplement begins on page 13 of this 
issue. The 16-page section includes 13 
pages of Christmas memories and 
poems submitted by our readers. 
  

  

determine eligibility and uniform benefits to 
the poor who are seeking help under the 
trustee’s General Assistance Program 

“Our insistence for a higher priority for 
the poor,” Archbishop Buechlein continued 
“flows directly from the Scriptures and 
church teachings that demand that we speak 

for those who have no voi 
tor those wk 
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time of the apostles (Acts. 

  

members were accorded great 
respect and the more fortunate shared with 
the less fortunate. In today’s impersonal 

society fueled by a global economy, Catholic 
leaders continue to uphold the moral and 

Christian obligation to see to it that public 
policy places a priority on the critical needs 
of the poor.” 
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CC sets priority issues for 1995 legislature 
Nelfare reform, Medicaid, 
informed consent, school 

hoice and child abuse 
umong issues selected 

by John F. Fink 

The board of directors of the Indiana 
Cathotic Conference (ICC) met Saturday, 
Dec. 10, to select its priority issues for the 
1995 session of the Indiana legislature that 
vill convene on Jan. 4. 

The issues selected are Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children (AFDC) and 
welfare reform; cuts in Indiana’s Medicaid 

program; informed consent on the issue of 
abortion; advanced placement testing fund- 
ing; school choice; and child abuse and 

neglect. 
The ICC is the public policy voice of the 

Catholic Church in Indiana. Its board of 

firectors includes the active bishops in the 
five dioceses in the state plus one lay person 
from each diocese. Archbishop Daniel M. 
Buechlein is chairman. The lay repre- 

sentative for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

s James Loughery. 
The ICC's priority issues were sent to the 

conference's networkers this week in its 
regular newsletter 

Welfare reform: The newsletter says that, 
in past sessions of the legislature, “the ICC 
has supported (welfare) reform that seeks to 
help people leave behind the welfare roles 
and the tragic conditions of poverty; offers 
AFDC recipients education and job training, 
that lead to real jobs; includes strong child 

support enforcement; and affirms and 
rewards the values of strong, intact families 
and basic morality for all people.” 

The newsletter went on to say that “the 
ICC does not accept pi Is that aim at the 
behavior of parents, it hit defenseless 
children. Reform should not make it more 
difficult’ for poor families to live with 
dignity.” 

The ICC will consider the various reform 
plans with three main concerns: 

1) It will support welfare-to-work pro- 

  

posals which would enable recipients to 
maintain their wages and continue to receive 
benefits until they reach poverty level 

2) It will oppose provisions to exclude 
benefits for an additional child born to a 
welfare recipient because of the implications 
to the mother who becomes pregnant and 
punishment of the child for the mother’s 
actions. 

3) It will oppose the automatic 24-month 
cutoff dates without adequate safeguards to 
recipients who may not yet be at a level of 
self-sufficiency or face circumstances that 
force them back into poverty. 

Medicaid: The ICC will oppose addi- 

tional cuts in Medicaid services that would 

place further burdens on low-income and 
poor Hoosiers and hinder medical provid- 
ers’ ability to care for the uni 
underinsured. 

ICC is also concerned about the effects on 
those hospitals that bear the greatest burden 
in caring for the poor and medically 
indigent. 

Informed consent: ICC will once again 
work with other pro-life groups to try to pass 
a bill which would make sure a woman who 
seeks an abortion is provided with informa- 
tion about abortion procedures, risks, fetal 
development, and alternatives to abortion at 
least 24 hours before the time it is performed 
(except in a medical emergency). 

Called the “Woman’s Right to Know 
Bill,” the legislation would protect a 
woman's right to be provided the informa- 
tion to assure that her consent to the 
procedure, if given, is truly informed 

Orthodox /Catholic forum 

highlights monastic life 

  

The Catholic priests who participated in 
the Central Indiana Orthodox/Roman 
Catholic Forum Dec. 6 found it to be a 
positive experience. 

Participants discussed the role of monas- 
ticism as a source of spiritual renewal and 
direction for modern-day Christians. Priest- 
monks gave presentations on the contempla- 
tive life of their monastic traditions and their 
role in their respective churches. 

Fathers Nathaniel Smyth and Nicholas 

Hughes, of St. Gregory Palamas Monastery 
in Hayesville, Ohio, are affiliated with the 

Sreek Orthodox Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
Benedictine Father Aelred Cody of St 

Meinrad spoke of the monasticism of the 
West. Father Thomas Murphy, pastor of St 
John and archdiocesan director of the Office 
of Ecumenism, was on the planning 
committee. He emphasized the historic 
nature of the forum and expressed hope for 
future reconciliation 

I think this is an exciting opportunity for 
Christians of both traditions here in Indiana 

to. come together and experience the 
commonalities of our faith in Jesus Christ 
Monastic life, and its focused life of prayer 

and work, has been a source of renewal 

within the church for centuries. It is an 
appropriate topic for this second annual 
forum,” said Father Murphy 

Father Anastosios Gounaris, pastor of 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church and 
president of the Central Indiana Council of 
Orthodox Christian Churches, stressed the 
importance of demonstrating that Orthodox 
and Catholic Christians can live together in a 

   

  

« spirit of love and mutual respect. 
“Living, the Gospel is difficult in a world 

oi change. The dramatic political changes 
that have occurred in Easter and Southern 
Europe in recent years have allowed ancient 
rivalries to be reasserted, leading to the 

scandal of Orthodox and Catholics battling 

for churches and land in the former 
Yugoslavia and Ukraine. Dialogue is critical 
to understanding and resolving the complex 
issues that divide the churches today,” said 

Father Gounaris. 
Father Albert Ajamie, who furnished 

some icons, called the forum “a beautiful 

experience. I thought the vespers were 
deeply spiritual. It helped me enter into the 
deeper eastern experience of the Presence. 
The talks were very good. It was interesting 

to meet two monks in full beard. 

“Tt gave me an insight into monasticism 
Both sides gained from it. Sometimes it's 
hard to talk about it; you need to experience 
it... It is not a show; you are part of it. It’s 
worth experience,” said Father Ajaniie 

Held at the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of 
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral, the gathering 

began with the Orthodox Vespers service 
and its Great Litany, and the evening 
concluded with the praying of the Roman 
Catholic compline for Dec. 6, the feast of St 
Nicholas of Myra 

Participants were asked to pray “that the 
Holy Spirit guide and nurture Orthodox 

Catholic relations at all levels so that we may 
once again share the unity and love for each 
other commanded by our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ 
Refreshments were served following the 

forum. Father Murphy said the social 
gathering was a continuation of the interac- 
tion, while those in attendance also enjoyed 

Greek pastries. 
The event was sponsored by the Central 

Indiana Council of Orthodox Christian 

   

   

Churches and the Roman Catholic Archdio- 

cese of Indianapolis Office of Ecumenism 
The forum began last year with a 

discussion of icons and art at Holy Trinity 
and a bus trip to the Art Institute of Chicago 
to view an exhibit of icons. “We're proud of 
the cooperative spirit,” said Father Murphy. 

  

CONFERENCE— At the Dec, 10 meeting of the Indiana Catholic 
Conference, board member-participants are (from left) Lafayette 
Bishop William L. Higi, Gary Bishop Dale J. Melczek, Evansville 
Bishop Gerald A. Gettelfinger, Diane Bender, Thomas Broden 

Labo 

Advance placement testing: The ICC will 
support legislation initiated by the Indiana 
Non-Public Education Association to make 

advanced student testing, funded by the 
State of Indiana, available to all students, 
regardless of the school attended 

School choice: ICC will support a bill to 
establish full parental choice pilot programs 
in Indiana. This will would allow for parents 

to direct to the schools of their choice a 

portion of the educational resources set aside 
for their children. ICC believes that special 

attention should be given to the unique 
needs of urban families and their children. 

With the composition of the new 
legislature, the ICC believes that a school 

choice bill has a good chance of progress this 
session. The ICC’s newsletter notes that the 

Indiana Republican Party's platform in- 
cluded this statement: “We support the 
implementation of educational choice for all 

    
C. Jerome Smith, Indianapolis Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, 
ICC executive director M. Desmond Ryan, Coleen Williams, Jim 
Loughery, William Whalen, and Fort Wayne-South Bend Bishop 
John Michael D‘Arcy. (Photo by Margaret Nelson) 

Hoosiers as an important reform, injecting 
competitive market forces into the educa- 
tional process to enhance accountability and 
improve student performance.” 

Child abuse and neglect: The ICC will 

join with child advocate groups to try to pass. 
abill to improve caseload standards through 
the hiring of additional caseworkers. 

The newsletter says that the Indiana 
Coalition for Children and the Indiana 

Chapter for the Prevention of Child Abuse 

have in the past called for standards not to 
exceed a maximum of 25 families per month 
for child protection workers and 35 children 

for child welfare caseworkers. 
The ICC will also join efforts to seek 

through legislation Child Fatality Review 
Teams at both state and local levels. The 

teams were established to study deaths of 
children under 18 to determine and reduce 

the number of preventable child fatalities. 

Indiana Catholics give the pope 

and their parishes good grades 
| the views of people who tend to be active in (This is the second in a series of articles about 

the results of a new study of Indiana Catholics 
directed by Purdue University sociologist James 
D. Davidson.) 

A recent study shows that Catholics in 
Indiana approve of Pope John Paul il’s 
eadsaht 

When asked to grade the pope's leader- 
ship, 39 percent gave the pontiff an A and 
another 39 percent gave him a B. Seventeen 
percent graded him C, five percent gave him 
aD, and one percent gave him an F. 

When asked to grade their parishes in 
terms of “meeting your spiritual needs,” 
Indiana Catholics also seemed. satisfied. 

Twenty-eight percent gave their parishes As; 
42 percent gave them Bs; 21 percent, Cs; six 
percent Ds; and three percent Fs. 

Catholics also were asked to what extent 
they agree or disagree with the statement 
“The homilies (sermons) at my parish are 
very well done.” Seventy-six percent agreed; 
15 percent disagreed; and 10 percent were 
uncertain. 

Purdue sociologist James D. Davidson 
and a team of researchers from Indiana’s five 
Catholic dioceses sent questionnaires to a 
random sample of 4,662 Indiana Catholics 
between May and September. Fifty-seven 
percent returned their questionnaires. «c- 
cording to Davidson, “The findings reflect 

  

     
  

LATVIAN MASS—Janis Sventeckis, president of the Latvian Catholic Association, stands inthe 

fi 

their parishes and, as a result, are a little 
more aware of what is going on in the church 
generally.” 

When asked to comment on these 
positive evaluations, Davidson stressed the 
importance of asking the people in the pews 
what they think, and not relying on experts 
for their opinions. “Lots of so-called experts 
disagree with recent papal pronouncements 
and are very critical of the pope,” Davidson 
said. “Some of these same people have been 
highly critical of Catholic homilies. If we 
listened only to these critics, we'd think the 
people in the pews are very unhappy. But 
the people are far more satisfied than the 

critics would lead us to believe. There is 
always room for some improvement, but 
these results indicate that Indiana Catholics 

are quite satisfied with the church.” 
Some Catholics are more satisfied than 

others. According to Andrea Williams, a 
member of the research team, “People who 
are older, less educated, believe the Catholic 
Church is the one true church, and attend 
Mass most regularly are most satisfied. 
Catholics who are younger, more highly 
educated, not as sure that the Catholic 
Church is the one true church, and less 

frequent in their attendance at Mass are least 

satisfied.” 

  

among other Latvian Catholics during Mass in Latvian at Christ the King Church in 0 
Indianapolis Sunday. Suzanne Magnant, 
Multicultural Ministry, spoke to the group at the end of the Mass. (Photo by Margaret Nelson) 

hancellor and coordinator for Urban and
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FROM THE EDITOR 

  

by John F. Fink 

Many people are not aware that Jesus was bom in a cave. 
Weare so accustomed to our modem type of stables that we 
tend to think that he was born in a small bam of some type. 
But Jesus was bom in a cave. 

The people of Bethlehem at the 
time of Christ took advantage of the 
limestone hills of Judea to carve out 

caves in which they kept their 
animals. Their homes, usually single 
rooms, were then built in front of, or 
over, those caves. 

Today the cave in which Jesus was 
born is located under the main altar of 
the Church of the Nativity in Bethle- A 
hem. I've visited it each of the seven 
times I've been to the Holy Land, the most recent on Nov. 

17 during this year’s Criterion-sponsored tour of the Holy 
Land. 

THIS YEAR I GOT to the church ahead of the rest of the 
group because I had had a moming meeting in Jerusalem 
with the head of the Pontifical Mission for Palestine while 
0 ee es een Hes On Nae eae 
to Bethlehem and had about 45 minutes to explore the 
hich af ey lee batons We ear ot gree EL 

The Church of the Nativity is one of the oldest churches 
in the world, originally built by Constantine‘s mother 
Helena from 332 to 339. It was renovated and enlarged by 
Hoye prepa When the Persians destroyed all 

other Christian churches in the Holy Land in 614, this 
ee cial cons te buses eal ane 
the three magi wearing «hat appeared to be Persian robes. 

The church was empty, though, for centuries, until 
the time of the crusades. In 1101, the crusaders repaired 
it and today’s church looks much as it did at that time.     

It’s a fortress church, with a very small entrance—only | Holy Land then to ac 
48 inches high and wide enough for only one | 
person—to prevent invaders from riding into the 
church on horseback. It is called the ‘‘gate of humility” 
since one has to stoop in order to enter. 

The church is rectangular, with four rows of 10 columns. 
The present stone floor has cutouts revealing a mosaic floor 
undemeath. The front of the church is ornately decorated, as 
Greek Orthodox churches are 7he church is shared by the 
Greek Orthodox, the Armenians ind the Catholics. 

WHEN OUR GROUP arrived, we visited the cave 
where Jesus was bom, a rectangular cave 35 feet long by 10 
feet wide. In the cave are three shrines: the Greek Orthodox 
altar of the crib, where a 14-point star marks where Jesus 

was born; the Roman Catholic altar of the crib, where the 
newbom infant was laid; and the Armenian altar of the 
magi, where the magi found the Holy Family. 

Tis cave) commer ha 8 ee or one canes but 
lon’t visit right awa) teas 0 Uy 

aged ec inan boda aie St. C: ts iherine’s 
ak the Catholic church that's connected Saechet 

. This is where the Christmas Midnight Mass 

this ch serch he gdown oe darcedinie hae Is. ui paca wn other si 
of St. J : St Eusebius of Cremona, SS. 
Paul and isthervan and Sacre 

The chapel of St. Jerome is arin the cave where the 
great saint lived for many years as he translated the Bible 
into Latin—the Vulgate. This is also where he died in the 
year 420 and was originally buried; later he was reburied in 
the Church of St. Mary Major in Rome. During previous 
years the groups we led had our Mass in Jerome's cave, but 
this year we had our Mass in the Chapel of St. Helena. 
ee eee has been involved in some 

episodes of history. One of those revolved sens 
urch’s roof which, through centuries of neg! 

needed repair. That was done in 1482 when King Beet 
IV of England convinced the Mameluke kings who ruled the 

A visit to the Church of the Nativity 

  

several tons of lead to be melted 
down and used to seal the ancient timbers. 

This solved the problem for 200 years. In 1683, though, the 
Ottoman Turks were threatening to conquer all of Eastern 
Europe. They had overrun what is now Albania, Greece, the 
former Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Romania, and part of Austria. 
They had the city of \ onna surrounded when they ran out of 
ammunition. They needed lead to make bullets. 

Remembering the lead in the roof of the Church of the 
Nativity, the Turks had it stripped and rushed to the troops 
in Austria. However, it arnved too late and the Turks were 
forced to retreat by the troops of King John Sobielski of 
Poland. This was the tuming point of the war and 
eventually the Turks were pushed out of Europe. 

Of course, the damage to the roof had already been done. 
For the next 300 years there were puddles all over the church’s 
floor whenever it rained, including some of the times I've 
visited it. It was finally fixed in 1983 and, although it was 
raining this year when we were there, there were no puddles. 

ANOTHER EPISODE INVOLVED that 14-point star 
that marks the site where Jesus was bom. The star was 
affixed to the spot by Catholics in 1717 even though the site 
is controlled by Greek Orthodox. In 1847, there was intense 
rivalry between the two reli; with France 
the Catholics and Russia igancrec rons. 

King Napoleon lof Pree demended that the Catholics 
be given greater authority in the Holy Land, and the Turks 

attacked the Ottoman Turkish Empire. With that, the 
French, British and Austrians joined to help the Turks and 

the result was the Crimean War. After the Western 
European victory, the Turks insisted that the Orthodox 
replace the brass star. They did and it’s there today.   

  

    
  

result is a twisted, self-absorbed mis 

ing gives him 
There is only one thing that can save 

this miserable man from the hell he has 
made for himself. Giving. Open, gener- 
ous, unrestricted giving is the only cure 
for the likes of Ebenezer Scrooge. As long 
as he holds back—asking, ‘‘What's in it 
for me?”—Scrooge is condemned to live 
the life that he has fashioned for himself 

  

A VIEW FROM THE CENTER 

: i se f dshi A Christmas Carol’: story of stewardship 
“1. wish to be left alone!” says Scrooge. 

Py Dan Comma The leave with hearts full 
‘ of sadness. They grieve for the poor and 

eran i minted is yr) Missrpmce et | ec ncavcieds ho nll Taner, dik 
all remember the scene fom old than suffer the humiliation of a 19th-cen- 

TV specials. ee tury English workhouse; but they also 
ly ey eerie grieve for Old Ebenezer Scrooge whose 

” as Charles Dick- self-centered misery has blinded him to 
ens calls them, enter the the simply joys of Christmas. 
offices of Scrooge and How many times have we heard similar 

hoping to raise versions of this same old story? How many 
money “for the poor times have we found ourselves playing the 
and destitute who suf part of Scrooge—saying to those who ask for 
west at the present our time or our money, “Please don’t bother 
— me. I wish to be left alone”? 

They make their 
case, pointing out that 
“hundreds of thousands are in want of 
common comforts,” but Scrooge is not 
impressed. “Are there no prisons?” the 
old miser asks. “Aren’t the workhouses 
still, in re 

one of the gentlemen replies. “ 
wish I could say they were not.” 
Undaunted, the two gentlemen continue. 
“What shall we put you down for?” 

Scrooge. 
vou wish tobe anonymous?” the 

gentlemen ask.   
Although he never uses the word, 

Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” is 
about stewardship. It is about learning to 
care for (and be responsible for) all of 

God’s creation. And, as Mr. Dickens 
makes very clear, “A Christmas Carol” is 
about more than just the sentimental (or 

commercial) “Christmas spirit” which 

comes and goes each holiday season. 
Scrooge is not a good steward. He hoards 

what he has been given (time, talent and 
treasure) and he buries his gifts deep within 
himself. He cannot give or share, and the   

through years of lonely self-centeredness. 
Fortunately, Mr. Dickens believed in a 

God who is generous and forgiving. Old 
Scrooge is given one last chance to 
experience life as it was truly meant to be 
lived. The spirits who visit Scrooge 
(including Jacob Marley, a former busi- 
ness partner now condemned to haunt 
the spirit world in chains of his own 
making) help Scrooge to face painful 
truths about himself. And by caring 
enough to confront him with his selfish- 
ness, the spirits give Scrooge something 

far more valuable than all his gold; they 

  

EVERYDAY FAITH 

Pop had a better way to celebrate Christmas 
by Lou Jacquet 

I don’t know about you, but I have often 
wondered about what kind of holiday they 
must have had in those houses where the 
Christmas tree is tossed 
out into the garbage on 
the moming of Dec. 26. 
It'sas if they cannot wait 
to get back to the busi- 
ness of everyday life. 

My late father, I 
think, had a better way 
to celebrate the season. 
Christmas was his fa- 
vorite time of the year. 
He became noticeably 
interested about three months beforehand, 
poring over Sears & Roebuck catalogues and 
jotting down orders for the kinds of toys that 

dreams 
come true for tough 
celebrated the day itself with suitable 
mefriment and a good meal, then dragged   

the celebration into January past Epiphany 
and well beyond. 

Family historians might dispute this, but 
1 am certain that there were several years in 
which we still had our Christmas tree up, 

with ornaments and lights, well into March. 
Since we always had the tree in the back 
sunroom—Pop liked to put up eight-foot 
blue spruce trees that would get people 
talking about us—the neighbors could see 
him light up that tree every evening after 

supper and sit before it, lost in thought, eyes 
as bright as a child’s. 

Sometimes he and my mother talked as 
they sat there. Sometimes they laughed. And 
sometimes, as they aged, they simply sat and 
stared into those lights and let memory take 
them back across the years to other trees, 
other lights, other gifts, and remembered the 
family members who had shared those 
distant times with them. 

Christmas, after all, is mostly about 
remembering. It is about remembering what 
occurred nearly 2,000 years ago on a cold 

night in Bethlehem. It is about recapturing, 
for one day, the anticipation for everything 
that we had every day as a child. It is about 
recalling the special moments of intense joy 
that this holy day always seems to provide 
us ina cynical, weary world 

Pop knew that. Sometimes he articulated 
it to his wife and sons; mostly he knew it in 
his bones. So, as another Christmas season 
comes upon us, I drift back in memory to the 
ghosts of Christmas past, recalling my father 
in his sweater and engineer's cap, softened 
by the colorful lights and holiday music, 

staring into that room filled with light and 
color and possibility. 

I suppose our neighbors laughed at what 
they saw. It was amusing, in a way. What I 
saw, though—what I still see now, when I 

close my eyes and get in touch with my 
deepest feelings—was an idealistic man who 
loved what Christmas meant and who 
wished, in a world that so often disap- 
pointed him, to capture its essence and never 
let go. 

  

  
     

  

give him a glimpse of who he was, who 
he is now, and who he could become—if 
only he would let go of his bitter 
resentment and embrace the joy of giving. 

Recall that following this change of heart, 
as he hurries to join his nephews family for 
Christmas dinner, encounters one of 
the two “portly gentlemen” who had asked 
him for a contribution the day before. After 

the aS so a warmly that the 
aren barely Sempre the ‘old miser, Scrooge 

in his ear the amount of his pledge 
ic help the poor and destitute. 

dear Mr. Scrooge, are you 
serious?” cries the gentleman. 

“Not a farthing less,” says Scrooge. “A 
great many back-payments are included 
in it, I assure you. Will you do me that 
favor?” he pleads. 

And then the most amazing thing 
happens. As the astounded solicitor tries 
to express his gratitude, stammering from 
both appreciation and disbelief, old 
Scrooge says it for him. “Thank you,” 
says Scrooge. “I am much eblined o you. 
I thank you 50 times. Bless you!" 

In “A Christmas Carol,” Dickens 
wants each of us to discover what old 
Scrooge had to learn the hard way: The 
only way to hold onto something is to 
give it away. This is the paradox of 
giving: The one who gives a gift (from 
substance and without counting the cost) 
is the one who is most grateful. Besides 
being a donor, the generous person is 
also a beneficiary. 

Ever afterwards, Mr. Dickens says, it 

was said of Scrooge “that he knew how to 
keep Christmas well.” Like any good 
steward, Scrooge kept it well by giving it 
away. And so, as Mr. Dickens observes at 
the conclusion of his story, “May that be 
truly said of us. . . every one!” 
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To the Editor 
Monks’ chant is not 

Christmas music 
Some months ago, the Benedictine monks 

of Santo Domingo de Silos came out with 
some beautiful recorded music of Gregorian 
Chant that was very popular and that sold 
very well to the public. They should be 
commended for this product that undoubt- 
edly added much joy to the lives of those 
who listened to this music. 

However, this Christmas season, these 
same monks have come out with a new work 
called Chant Noel. By the title, anyone would 
be led to believe they were buying a 

ling of Christmas music performed in 
the same beautiful Gregorian Chant. Most 
people would likely think they would be 
hearing traditional Christmas music—songs 
they have known all of their lives. 

If this is what the purchaser is seeking, he 
or she will be sadly let down. The quality of 
the music and the sounds that are heard are 
beautiful. But be warned: If you want 
Christmas music, you will not find it here. 
The Benedictine monks of Santo Domingo de 
Silos should try some truth in advertising. 

Rev. Stephen D. Donahue 
Charlestown 

  

Writer had wrong 
commandment 

Thanks for printing my ier on Father 
Catoir’s column in the Dec. 9th issue of The 
Criterion. A correction is necessary. 

I did not proofread carefully because I 
should have ae the mistake in reference 
to the commandment cited. I meant to have 
the sentence read, “. . . the teaching of the 
Sixth Commandment about the duty, etc.” 

If I am going to complain about lack of 
focus, I should focus better on the word 
processor myself! Thanks for printing the 
correction. 

John W. Bloxdorf 

Terre Haute 

Withdrawal of the 

editorial cartoon 
I have noticed that there has been no 

cartoon on The Criterion’s op-ed page since 
the Nov. 25 issue. I suppose this has nothing 
to do with a letter to the editor Nov. 25 by Bill 
Bradbury blasting the cartoons for being too 
“divisive” and requesting their removal 

Mr. Bradbury objected to the cartoons’ 
negative depiction of those opposed to God's 
laws on issues such as abortion. He 
contended the cartoonist, Knudsen, portrays 
those who have “wrong” attitudes such as 
picketing for abortion as spirited and 
those with “right” attitudes such as a pro-life 
worker as having a nice demeanor. This does 
not aid “healing and reconcilation,” accord- 
ing to Mr. Bradbury. 

It does not surprise me that someone has 
the opinions Mr. Bradbury has or that he 
takes offense at the cartoons. Many 
believe there is no absolute right and wrong 
and that no one should be made to feel guilty 
if they choose to ignore the truths God has 
revealed to us through his church. 

What does surprise me, however, is the 
immediate withdrawal of the cartoon by The 
Criterion. Have you no more conviction to 
truth than that? Of course the cartoonist 
portrays the idea of promoting the slaughter 
of unborn children as “ugly and mean-spir- 
ited.” How else would you portray it? 
Besides the guidance of the Catholic Church 

conveying the message that abortion is 
morally wrong, common sense tells us that 
one who promotes the chopping and 
suctioning of a live human being can be 
portrayed as nothing but mean-spirited.” 

Does The Criterion not believe this or the 

other truths the Catholic Church teaches? 
Are you afraid to proclaim right and wrong 
in the form of a cartoon against cries of 
promoting divisiveness? The church is a 

  

  

  

herald of truth, and if the truth divides us 
because some are open to it and others are 
not, should we stop proclaiming it? I don’t 
think this is the message Christ brought 

It doesn’t make much difference to me 
whether the cartoon is in the paper or not. 
What does matter is the attitude of political 
correctness which prompted its removal 
from your editorial page. 

Mary Casabella 
Corydon 

(Actually, the cartoon has not been on the 
op-ed page since the Nov. 11 issue, two weeks 
before Mr. Bradbury's letter. It is one of a number 
of features that appear on page 5, but none of them 
is there every week. Other features include letters 
to the editor; “Viewpoints,” which appears once 
a month; the “Point of View" column; and Father 

Catoir’s “Light One Candle” column. The 
cartoon appears whenever there's room for it. We 
intend to continue to use the cartoon, but not 
every week —Editor) 
  

Just be who 

you really are 
I recently saw the musical play “Jesus 

Christ Superstar,” starring Ted Neeley as 
Jesus and Carl Anderson as Judas, at the 
Murat Shrine Temple. The show was filled 
with a beautiful array of colors and 
outstanding singing performances. I was 
pleasantly surprised at the range of style and 
artistic impression the cast brought forth to 
this audience. 

I grew up listening to the original album 
and I'saw Neeley and Anderson a few years 
ago at a much larger show. This recent one 
was belore a disappointingly small audience 
but it diin’t seem to alter the show’s quality 
any. In fact, 1 was impressed by the 
performances because they were so different 
than I've heard before. The singing and the 
acting seemed . It was as if a smaller 
coed encouraged the cast to be themselves. 

Do all of us have to wait until we are 
alone to be ourselves? If we were to meet 
Jesus today wouldn’t he expect no less or no 
more of us than to just be who we are? I am 
suggesting to everyone the next time you are 
with a family member, or better yet a 
co-worker, to just be who you are and permit 
yourself to be known. 

It can be a horrifying experience to let 
your guard down and to allow someone to 
penetrate the wall we create to protect 
ourselves. We go to exaggerated lengths to 
hide our real selves so that all others see is 
the personality we have carefully designed 
for them to see. When we trust others and 
finally open up our true selves it is then that 
the real beauty inside our hearts and souls 
will immerge like a volcano and you won't 
be able to stop it. You'll never want to go 
back to the way you were. I challenge all of 
you to extend yourselves . . . to be you. 

Lara R. Haley 

  

Indianapolis 

God imposed the 
death penalty 

Having read the Dec. 2nd issue and the 
several statements concerning the death 
penalty, I am astounded that statements of 
opposition to this penalty prevail. 

By my understanding oi the Sacred 
Scriptures, our Creator did in fact impose the 
death penalty. Anyone who has the ability to 
read the Bible can certainly find the many 
and varied examples. 

Has anyone heard of Passover, the 
destroyed city of Sodom, and other examples 
where the Lord aided the believers in slaying, 
their enemies such as the parting of the Red 
Sea and its closing to drown the pursuing 
enemy? History even indicates that popes 
have led soldiers in battle as they imposed 
the death penalty. 

However, the most significant imposition 
of the death penalty was that Jesus Christ our 
Savior freed us from eternal damnation by 

giving his life on the cross. Even when he 
entertained the thought of having his Father 
remove the cross that he had to bear, his 

     

words to the Father were, “Thy will be 

lone.” It sure appears to me that the good 
Lord imposed the death penalty. 

If anyone is to spend the rest of time with 
the Creator, he must first live appropriately, 
in Christ, and then pass from this life 
through death! The Bible, obviously, pro- 
vides adequate precedence for imposing the 
death penalty when necessary 

In conclusion, the death penalty is 
society’s last bulwark against the most 
heinous of crimes. It is reserved for those 

very few persecutors of their fellow human 
beings who can only be held accountable to 
society by imposition of the ultimate penalty 
It is true that God will be the final judge, but 

he has provided mankind with guidance 
through the Scriptures on how to deal with 
this issue. All we have to do is listen. 

Carl J. Hand 

Martinsville 

  

There is justice 
under God’s law 

Recently you had on your front page 
about the Indiana bishops who are against 
the death penalty. 

According to the word of God in 
Deuteronomy, chapter 19, verses 11-13, a 
murderer should be put to death. 

Did not Jesus Christ say that he came not 
to destroy one jot or tittle of the law? 

What authority do these bishops have to 
say that the death penalty is cruel and 
unusual punishment? Are they not also 
saying that Jesus was cruel and unusual? 

Verily so, Jesus Christ was unusual and 

because he was they hung him on the cross. 
Jesus Christ was trying tet up Ns kingdom 
on earth as it is in heaven but local 
government officials, priests, bi hl 
dia, or other anti-Christs could not al 
honest loving person to take over their 
Positions. 

I fully ‘understand the Word of God when 
he says that many would come in his name 
but hear them not for they are nothing but 
ravenous wolves. 

Is it any wonder that America has the 
highest crime rate in the world and more 
risons than anyone else in the world. It’s 
cae the churches of America are not 

God's laws. There is justice under 
Bode law. We can see what kind of justice   
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Distinction between 
innocent and guilty 

In regard to your Dec. 2nd article 
“Indiana Bi Renew ition to 
Death Penalty,” and the column in that issue 
by Antoinette Bosco, I beg to disagree with 
their views as written. 

Tam enclosing an article written by Father 
Richard P. Hire that explores the question is 
more detail and gives more background on 
the subject, “making a distinction between 
the innocent and the guilty.” 

quote from the article: “Pope Innocent 
MH (1210) ae the state may resort to eta 

for just reason under the 
eae 

Didn't God the Father allow his Son, Jesus 
Christ, an innocent victim, to be put to death 
‘on the cross? 

I feel we are too soft on crime and we 
definitely need a deterrent. I am in favor of 
capital punishment. 

Shelbyville 
(The Indiana bishops, the U.S. bishops and 

recent popes have been consistent in teaching that 
the death penalty, although permitted by Catholic 
doctrine, violates the sacredness and dignity of 

Doris L. Sheehan 

  

there is under man’s law. ‘ human life and adds to the cycle of violence in our 
Alan Breitenstein | society. There is no evidence that capital 

Brookville punishment deters crime—Editor) 

LIGHT ONE CANDLE 

God became man out of love 
by Fr. John Catoir 

Director, The Christophers 

Imagine a beam of light traveling at the 
rate of 186,000 miles per second. In less than 
two seconds it passes the moon; in eight days. 
it reaches the sun; in 21 
days, it leaves our solar 

system; in four light- 
years it touches the 
nearest star; in 32,000 

light-years it breaks free 
of this galaxy; in 170,000 

s it arrives at 
i nearest galaxy. In 
view of the fact that 
there are millions and 

millions of galaxies, one 
can rightly say that the Creator of the 
universe is indescribably awesome. 

Anthony Bloom, the Russian Orthodox 

Archbishop of London once remarked, “ 
Theology is knowing God, not knowing 
about God, much less knowing what other 

people know about God.” A person may 
have knowledge about God, and be theologi- 

cally competent, but this is not the same as 
knowing God. To know God is to experience 
divine love. I can’t explain it any further, 
either you have the faith or you don’t. 

God loves us so much he wanted to be 

‘one with us. In an act of love, God assumed 

a human nature more than 2,000 years ago. 
He took his flesh and blood from a Jewish 
maiden and entered the human race at a 
particular. moment in time, and in a 
particular place called Bethlehem. God's 
silence was broken by the sweet sound of a 
baby’s cry. Almighty God chose to become a 
human infant sucking at his mother’s breast 

The mind boggles. 
As Jesus grew in wisdom, age and grace, 

  
   

  
  

he became a man and spoke with authority. 
He taught us to love one another. 
denounced all forms of hypocrisy. His 
enemies resented his criticism and eventu- 
ally plotted his death. 

The crucified Christ forgave his enemies 
and even made excuses for them: “Forgive 
them, Father, they know not what they do.” 
In dying, he taught us that God loves us to 
the point of the folly of the cross. 

As we reflect upon God’s life among 
us, our hearts are filled with gratitude 
and wonder. Theology is the science 
which tries to explain the unexplainable. 
Jesus lives! The story of God’s incarnation 
is ongoing. The risen Christ is forming us 

into the his own Mystical Body. Intellec- 
tually we know that God's being perme- 
ates the universe, pervading and 
penetrating every atom, and we say with 
St. Paul, “In God we live and breathe and 
have our being.” Our Creator is truly 
distinct from all creation, and yet he is 
closer to us than our own heartbeat. 

How can we comprehend this mystery? 
At some point we must tum to the poets to 
explain the imponderable truths of revela- 
tion. Poets tell us that God is fire. God is a 
furnace of love and holiness. He burns to win 
our hearts, and yet he always leaves us free. 
‘There are no love slaves in heaven. 

This Christmas let us try to remember 

that the God who made the universe dwells 

among us. We are a wounded, sinful people, 
but God’s Spirit renews and restores us 
every day. More and more we become living 
carriers of his divine love. 

(For a free copy of the Christopher News Note 
“The Words of Jesus,” send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to The Christophers, 12 
E. 48th St, New York, NY 10017.) 
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CORNUCOPIA 

Learning to back off 
by Cynthia Dewes 

According to the old song, “Breaking 
up is so hard to do.” But I say, “Backing 
off is what's really hard to do. 

In this era of ag- =e 
gression, confronta- 
tion and general self- 
promotion, the 
common tendency is 
to bull ahead relent- 
lessly. The idea is to 
think, say, do, what- 
ever it is that we feel 
like thinking, saying 
or doing at any given 
moment. The heck 
with prudence, appropriateness or the 
other guy’s feelings. 

We publicly scold children who trample 
on other kids’ sand castles, or who talk back 

to Grandpa, or who forget to feed the dog 

  

when it’s not convenient feel 
humiliated, so be it. 

We scold strangers as well by casting 
dirty looks at those who offend us at the 

shopping malls and on the highways. If 
we're really feeling frisky we may add 
gestures to our communications. 

We cluck over what the world is coming 
to every time we read the newspaper or 
watch TV or listen to the radio Those 
politicians, those entertainment celebrities, 

those Others, are wrong and we are right. 
Our righteousness knows no bounds. 

At the same time, never missing a beat, 
we whisk around the slow old lady in the 

salad bar line or snap at the grocery cashier 
who mislays one of our coupons. We offer 
unsolicited criticism to our grandkids’ 
babysitter, snub teenage boys wearing 
earrings, or neglect to tip the waiter when we 

eat with a crowd of 

If they 
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Be An Angel 
FOREVER 
  

Christmas! 

Send your gift to: 

    
Sena a Christmas gift to the Catholic Community Foundation 

and you will provide perpetual support to one of our 126 endowed 

schools, parishes and agencies. Tell us which endowment you want 

to receive your gift ... a gift that will never stop giving!! Merry 

Sandra M. Behringer 
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1400 N. Meridian Street 

Indianapolis, IN 4620: 
317-236-1427 or 801 

      
  

  

We give unwanted, unnecessary and 

often dubious advice to relative, friend and 
co-worker alike. We make sure we get ours 
betore others can get theirs, and we are in 
constant close guardianship of our rights. 

Some of us, being Christians, find it 
Necessary to base our behavior on moral 
precepts because other Christians may be 
watching. And, since God is always watch- 
ing, there's Official Guilt to consider. 

So we do some heavy-duty rationaliza- 
tion before forging ahead. _ 

If we tell Father after Mass that his 

sermon was too long or too cerebral, it’s 

because we all have a duty to help improve 
liturgy. If we play dodgem in traffic, it’s 
because everyone knows that Super Moms 
must pick up the kids, shop for dinner, and 
get home, all in time for the evening news 

We tie our grown children to us with 
invisible ropes of dependency, s 
ing their job performances, friends, life- 
style, marriages or parenting skills. Out 
loud. Up close and personal 

We rationalize by claiming that they need 
our experience and advice in order to 
succeed. Or because we want to spare them 
the failures we know they’re making. Or 

because we are old and ill and they owe us 
At work, we badmouth the boss behind 

his back, denigrate fellow workers with a 

glance here or a rolling of the eyes there, 

maybe cadge a few pens or spend work time 
talking to friends on the telephone. We take 
long coffee or cigarette breaks when we 
neither smoke nor drink coffee. 

   

   

Of course this is all done in the interests of 

constructive criticism or recreating ourselves 

so that we are relaxed, fit and ready to work. 
The New Year is always a time for 

resolutions, weird or stale or unrealistic as 

they may be. But backing off is a resolution 
many of us should make and keep. It doesn’t 
even require money, time or equipment! 

check it out... 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 

1045 W. 146th St., Carmel, will present 
“The Living Will—a Christian Perspec- 
tive,” on Jan. 14 at 6:30 p.m. Jim Smyth, a 
graduate of Notre Dame University and 
currently the president of OLMC parish 
council, will be the main speaker for the 
evening. He is employed at a law firm 
that primarily handles estate planning 
and elder law issues as they affect family 
relationships and protection in each 
generation. For more information, call 
Denise at 317-846-3475 

The Adult Catechetical Team of Christ 

the King Church in conjunction with its 
RCIA series will present Father Joseph 
Rautenberg, medical ethicist at St. Vin- 

cent Hospital, speaking on Jan. 4 at Christ 
the King School conference room, 5858 N 
Cnittenden. Father Rautenberg’s lecture 
will address the Catholic position on the 

        

ethics of current reproductive techniques, 

genetic research, and life-sustaining 

measures for the terminally ill. All are 

welcome. For more information, call 

317-251-4448. 

The Young Actors Theatre, sponsored 
by The Turners Free University, will 

begin its spring semester on Feb. 4. The 
group will meet every Saturday until the 
mid-May produciion. First through third 
graders meet from 9-10 a.m, fourth 
graders through high schooiers meet 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Rehears.1l time for 
all is 5-2 p.m. Speech, pantomime, 
improvisations, acting technique and pro- 
duction are included in the training. The 

tuition for full program is $95 for 
first-third graders; and $175 for older 
students. Classes meet at the Metropoli- 
tan Center, 1505 N. Delaware. For further 
information, call Charlotte Kaufman at 

317-253-2455 or 317-635-7477. 

The Sisters of St. Benedict will hold a 

Benedictine Life Gathering, January 6-8, 
at the Monastery Immaculate Conception 
in Ferdinand, Ind. This gathering is for 
women ages 20-45 who are interested in 
finding out more about religious life. The 
focus of the weekend will be the role of 

community in the Benedictine lifestyle. 
To register or obtain additional informa- 
tion, contact Benedictine Sister Rose Mary 
Rexing by callirig 800-738-9999. 

Cathedral High School will offer the 

high school placement test for admis- 
sions consideration into the class of 1999 
on Jan, 14 from 8:30-11:45 a.m. There is 
No registration or fee for the test. 

    

The Information and Referral Network 

needs volunteers to handle calls on 
Helpline. If you are available anytime 
Monday through Friday between 8:30 

a.m. to 6 p.m. and would like to help 
others, call Marcia at 317-921-1307 about 

the January training class. 

Natural family planning classes wi!l be 
taught by the Couple to Couple League as a 
series of four classes beginning Jan. 27 at 7 

will be held at St. Roch 
Pennsylvania St. For 

information or registration, call David or Jan 
Caito at 317-862-3848. 

  

HELPERS—Fifth graders Shawn Kelly, 
Tim Vail and Calen Wise stand by the 
canned goods Holy Spirit School students 
and staff collected for the St. Philip Neri 
Food Pantry. (Photo by Joan Gutzwiller) 

  
MEETING THE POPE—Father Lawrence Moran, pastor of St. Patrick Church in Terre 

Haute, met Pope John Paul Il in November. Father Moran recently returned from a 
h sabbatical in Rome. He was among a group of 40 priests who were able to study 

k at North American College in Vatican City. (Photo by L Ossercutore Romano) 
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Volunteers provide 
wm 

625 people served by 
150 volunteers at 12 
Indianapolis shelters 

by Mary Ann Wyand 

‘The greatest gift one can give is the gift 
of oneself” was the volunteerism theme for 
the 1994 Shelter Health Fair for homeless and 
indigent people in Indianapolis. 

About 150 volunteers staffed 12 health 
fair sites at city shelters on Dec. 5 and served 
625 homeless or indigent men, women and 
children by providing free screenings for a 
variety of health problems. St. Francis 
Hospital Center sponsored the annual 
Shelter Health Fair again this year. 

Dr. James Trippi, the founder and 
president of the Gennesaret Free Clinic, 
said 100 Gennesaret volunteers and 50 
staff members from the Marion County 
Health Department, American Lung As- 
sociation, American Red Cross, Wishard 
Memorial Hospital, Health Foundation of 

Greater Indianapolis, People’s Homeless 
Initiative, and other medical associations 
or providers offered preventive health 
care services during this comprehensive 
screening effort. 

Volunteers assisted some of the city’s 
homeless and poor at health fairs set up at 

    

  

    ue Pi 

FREE CHECK-UP—Registered nurse Diane Stout checks a homeless man’s blood pressure 

‘on Dec. 5 at the Good News Mission in Indianapolis during the 1995 Shelter Health Fair 

coordinated by the Gennesaret Free Clinic and sponsored by St. Francis Hospital Center. 

The annual fair offers preventive health care for homeless and indigent people. Stout works 

at Community Hospital East and is a Gennesaret volunteer. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand) 

the Holy Family Shelter, the Horizon House, 
Dayspring Shelter, the Care Center, the 
Good News Mission, the Wheeler Mission, 

the Lighthouse Mission, the Indianapolis 

Day Center, the Louise Love Daycare Center, 
and the Salvation Army’s Family Center, 
Harbor Light Center, and Adult Rehab 

Center. 

health services for homeless 
“Gennesaret volunteers offer crisis 

health care at shelter clinics throughout 
the year,” Trippi said. “This fair is the 
one coordinated event for preventive 
heaith care each year. We hope that by 
screening for tuberculosis immunization, 

doing blood pressure checks, providing 
eyeglasses, doing HIV testing and sexu- 
ally transmitted disease education, and 
offering dental screening that we may be 

able to make an impact in preventing 
illness.” 

Last year’s Shelter Health Fair served 

550 people, he said, and this year's 
volunteer effort was able to reach signifi- 
cantly more of the city’s homeless popu- 
Jation. 

“| think the Shelter Health Fair has 

finally been accepted by the city’s home- 
Trippi said. “It’s hard to offer 

preventive health care when it means 
needles. We offer free hats, gloves and 

mittens as incentives, and also free 
eyeglasses and dental care which are a 
real help to people in need.” 

   

less, 

Medical volunteers found no active 
cases of tuberculosis among the homeless 
and poor tested this year, he said, which 
is “very good news” and is a reflection of 
the success of the free year-round health 

care services provided by Gennesaret 
volunteers at city shelters. 

  

Holy Family Shelter marks 

10 years service to homeless 
On Nov. 19, the Holy Family Shelter 

marked 10 years of service to homeless 
families in the Indianapolis area. 

ored by Catholic Social Services of 
Central Indiana, the home has served 4,144 
families. The 12,814 people who have stayed 
there include 7,400 children. 

Daughters of Charity Sister Nancy 
Crowder said that the shelter was founded 
because homeless parents and their children 
were found sleeping in cars and eating out of 

garbage cans. 
‘The former convent at Sacred Heart Parish 

was renovated to provide shelter for the 
families. Other shelters at that time would not 

allow family members to remain together. 
Since then the shelter has been refurbished to 

make it more suitable for its occupants. Last 
year, the kitchen was remodeled, the dining, 
room fitted with round, family-style tables, and 
the entry way improved. 

“The value of the family is important 

to the mission of our agency,” said Sister 
Nancy 

‘As the program grew, it was decided that 

it was imperative to provide more than shelter 
and food,” said Sister Nancy. “Services such as 

parenting classes, medical and dental care 
Were initiated. Then legal services, educational 
assistance for adults, counseling, mental health 
and child care followed.” 

Families are expected to help and follow 
certain rules around the shelter. While they 

are there, they are required to seek education 
and employment. Couples staying in the 
shelter with their children must have proof 
of marriage 

Case management became and remains 
the key to coordination of all of these services 

  

that are offered to our families, Sister Nancy 
a 

id. 
Sister Nancy is one of the candidates for 

The Indianapolis Star’s reader selection of the 
Indianapolis Woman of the Year. Arch- 

bishop Daniel M. Buechlein is among the 11 
candidates for Man of the Year. 

  

GUADALUPE—Jose Correa, posing as 
Juan Diego, talks with Franciscan Father 
Tom Fox, who portrays the bishop, in the 
1531 meeting that is part of the story of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. The drama was part of 
a Mass at St. Patrick on the feast day, Dec. 

12. (Photo by Margaret Nelson) 

  
CHRISTMAS PREP—On Dec. 11, St. Jude confirmation students sort the 1,000 Christmas 

presents parishioners purchased and wrapped for 31 needy families. They delivered them 
after the noon Mass on Sunday. (Photo by Donna Ahibrand)   

  

Marquette Manor. 
Unquestionably, 

the highest quality in 
retirement services 

in Indianapolis. 
At Marquette 

Manor, preserving our ‘ok. 

reputation for provid- 
ing quality retirement 
living is dear to us. Our 

residents tell us they 
enjoy the most com- 

fortable, secure and sat- 
isfying lifestyle. Our 

residents feel at home 
here, and we 

pride in that. 

  

   
If vou believe you should not have to settle for anything less than the high- 

est quality in services during your retirement, you should visit Marquette Manor. 

You will find Marquette Manor is truly the retirement lifestyle you have earned. 
You will find the highest quality social opportunities, Medicare-approved 
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Brownstown parish 
serves small but active 
group of Catholics 

some way to other parishes, there's never 
really been a close relationship. But the 
pastor said the Brownstown Catholics have 

Parishioners have worked 

to devel rish li enjoyed a better parish life since it was 
oF “a ife ee to Seymour in 1983. 

by Peter Agostinelli Coe cmneten Oy aco: imity to Seymour 
  

At least one parishioner of Our Lady of 
Providence Parish in Brownstown thinks the 
past year has been one of growth and hope 
for the rural Jackson County parish. 

Father Ji Sheets, administrator of 
Our Lady of Providence and pastor of St. 
Ambrose Parish in Seymour, talks about a 
continued resurgence of parish life and 
activity. 

Our Lady of Providence was founded in 
1934 as a mission of St. Ambrose. The 

present church, built in 1948, is an intimate 
sandstone structure located on State Road 50 
near the small downtown. 

The parish has been administrated by a 
St. Ambrose pastor since its i ion. The 
exception was a pastor?! team based in 
Scottsburg during the 1970s. 

Father Sheets said although Our Lady of 
Providence always has been connected in   

Father Sheets said they sometimes come to 
St. Ambrose for Mass. They also come to St. 
Ambrose for other events, such as confirma- 

But the big thing in Brownstown these 
days is the renewal the people have brought 
to the parish. Parishioner Maureen Pesta 
said a development plan initiated several 
years ago provided a much-needed breath of 
fresh air. 

This plan helped establish direction. At 
the time, Pesta said, the parish didn’t have 
certain things like a parish council. 

The plan also got people thinking. It’s a 
small parish, but considering the area’s rural 
qualities and the diverse backgrounds of the 
people, Pesta said the congregation realized 
it needed to grow closer get to know 
each other better. 

The effort has produced significant 
growth. Currently parishioners are thinking   

  

QUR LADY OF PROVIDENCE—This parish in Brownstown serves about 15 Catholic families. 
Our Lady of Providence is a mission of St. Ambrose Parish in Seymour. (Criterion file photo) 

about renewing the planning effort. There's 
a bigger group of people to consider these 
days, a group with different needs. 

Father Sheets said it helped when he 
changed the Mass time from Saturday night 
to 12 p.m. on Sundays. Records list the 
number of member households at about 15, 
but Pesta said more than 100 people attend 
Mass every week. 

Work on the church and grounds has 
been among the biggest projects since the 
development plan. Parishioners like Carl 
Pulse and Joe Gromes have spent consider- 
able time landscaping the grounds. Other 
additions include a new roof to the church, 
as well as new doors, a new furnace and an 
air conditioning system. 

The parish recently purchased and remod- 
eled a house behind the church. Parishioners 
use it for meetings, religious education classes 

and also for social gatherings. 
Pesta thinks the house will be a vehicle for 

the continued growth of parish life. The 
church lacks both a basement and a lobby 
area, so parishioners never really iad a 
common place to meet, whether it was for 
coffee after Mass, meetings or religious 
education classes.   

Parishioners contributed to the remodel- 
ing work on the house. They knocked out 
some walls, refinished the kitchen and 
added things like a videocassette recorder. 
The old home now is a vital part of activity 
at Our Lady of Providence. 

“It’s just a new world for us,” Pesta said. 
“This has been a 
mission since it 
started. We're be- 
coming more and 
more like our own 

Pesta also 
the facility will help 
in the welcoming of 
local _non-Catholics 
to services and dif- 
ferent activities. 

All the involve- Fr. Sheets 
ment has shown the hard work to keep the 
parish open and important. Several years 
ago the threat of a possible closing plagued 
planning and work. But parishioners have 
been assured that Our Lady of Providence 
will remain open. This adversity makes the 
recent accomplishments seem especially 
significant. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Man lands Christmas 

cartoon on FOX network 
two trees sell this year. We'll probably have 
to cut that little one down.’ * 

Those two trees did sell. That gave the 
little one room to grow and Bowers the idea 

   
ih by Peter Agostinelli 

“In the valley of Hidden Hollow, where 
the Christmas trees grow fine, stood for his story 

— * ry 
Christopher the Christmas tree in a shaggy | il perp ber exactty where twas on the 

cont of pine: farm when I thought, ‘Why can’t the ugliest 
“He was the lonliest Christmas tree 

anyone had ever known, because every 
year at Christmas time no one would take | 
him home.” | 

So begins the opening theme to “Christo- 
pher the Christmas Tree,” an animated film 
created by George Bowers, a Salem resident 
and member of St. Patrick Parish. It will air 
nationally at 8 a.m. Christmas Eve morning 
on the FOX network. 

FOX afilliates serving areas in the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis include: 

eWXIN-TV (Ch.59), Indianapolis; 
eWDRB-TV (Ch.41), Louisville; 

eWXIX-TV (Ch. 19), Cincinnati; 
eand WEVV (Ch. 44), Evansville. 

“Christ the Christmas Tree” is the 

story of a stunted pine that grew up into a 
towering White House Christmas Tree. 
Bigger trees dwarf Christopher until they’re 
cut down, which gives the small tree room to 
grow. Eventually he grows so tall—too tall 
for anyone's home—that he’s cut and 
trucked away to Washington, D.C.. to be the 
official White House tree. 

Bowers, who's in the process of joining St. 
Patrick through the RCIA program, attends 
the Salem parish with his wife, Betty, and 
sons Tom and Adam. He wrote the song that 
inspired the video project 26 years ago. 

‘A Washington County native, Bowers 
worked at the Christinas tree farm started 
there by his father in 1949. He later told the 

story through the song, which he pitched to 

tree on the farm grow up to be everybody's 
Christmas tree? It just grew from there.” 

Bowers later used the concept to write a 
story, screenplay and children’s book. In 
1982 he wrote additional songs to complete a 
record. After attempts to shop the record to 
several labels, he started Hidden Hollow 
Records and pressed 5,000 copies, but it 
didn’t sell well. 

Project development failed with 
ABC/Paramount, but eventually “Christo- 
pher” landed in the hands of Chris Delaney, 
a Canadian animation student who fell in 
love with it. He eventually created most of 
the film‘s 22,000 hand-drawn frames. 

The project had finally reached the right 
hands. The persistence didn’t hurt—Bowers 
insisted on keeping certain parts in the film, 
such as the three references to a tree’s star as 
the light that guided the wise men to Christ. 
But Bowers said he saw providence at work 
too. He feels like he was used to convey this 
story, especially to children. 

The videotape has been in stores for 
several months. In addition to its broad- 
cast in the United States, “Christopher” 
will air on the British Broadcasting 
Corporation’s network and on stations in 
25 other countries. Future plans call for 
release of the soundtrack on compact disc 
as well as a line of toys. Bowers also is 
considering developing a theme park 
called Christopher Land at the farm in 
Salem, operated these days by his oldest 

Nashville record producer Chuck Glaser. son, Greg. 
He got the idea after he returned from But right now Bowers is happy “Christo- 

touring with a country group. pher” is out. And this Christmas, he'll 
“That year I came back to the Christmas | celebrate his growing Catholic faith. 

“It's important that children get this 
message,” Bowers said. “My life is full 
and rewarding. It doesn’t matter what 
this does now.” 

tree farm to shear the trees,” Bowers said 
“There had been two big, beautiful trees that 
had a little tree growing up between them, 
and I remembered thinking, ‘I hope those 
  

j Years later Msgr. Augustine Rawlinson, Our Lady of Providence | ,,* sce Annus OMEN 
(Continued from page 8) building in Brownstown and remodeled it 

Pesta thinks the ordeal contributed to the 
growth. She said it actually helped make the 
parish stronger. 

One other factor Pesta noted is the 
presence of Father Sheets, who has a lot 
of responsibilities with St. Ambrose 
Parish and School. Pesta said the priest 
has been diligent in working with Our 
Lady of Providence parishioners and 
encouraging them in their growth and 
development. 

The parish has a well-attended religious 
education am for youth. Religious 
education for adults may be one future area 
of development. 

Active organizations include a St. 
Vincent de Paul chapter and an altar 
society. A group meets monthly to pray 
the rosary. Parishioners like John Disque 
jr. contribute by chairing the parish 
council. His father, John Disque Sr., 
contributes his financial talents by man- 
aging the parish books. 

Millie Dill, vice chair of the parish council 
and longtime parishioner, is “a rock of the 
parish,” according to Pesta. And Elma 
McMillan has been a parishioner even 
longer. She was there during the parish's 
inception in the 1930s. 

A parish history says a pastor from St 
Ambrose brought the Catholic faith to the 
area in 1889. The priest reportedly celebrated 
Mass there until 1900. 

for a chapel. It was dedicated in 1934. Father 
Arthur Mooney, celebrant of the Mass, 
would later become administrator of Our 
Lady of Providence. 

Mass was celebrated every Sunday, and 
Lenten services were held there. Two 

Benedictine sisters from Seymour formed 
and taught the first communion class. 

At different times Our Lady of Provi- 
dence was under the care of other 
parishes beside St. Ambrose. Among 
those were St. Joseph Parish in Jennings 
County, American Martyrs Parish in 
Scottsburg and St. Vincent Parish in 
Bedford. 

The pastoral team from American 
Martyrs was formed in 1977 to care for 
four missions, including Our Lady of 
Providence. Fathers Carmen Petrone and 

Gerald Renn handled this responsibility, 
for some time with help from Benedictine 
Sisters Elvira Dethy and Mary Sylvester 
Will. Father Carlton Beever later became 

part of that team. 
But in 1983 pastoral care returned to St. 

Ambrose Parish. Father Sheets, pastor of the 

Seymour parish since then, has taken care of 
Our Lady of Providence as well. 

Parishioners, with help from Father 
Sheets, have laid the groundwork for future 
success. The people have shown that a small 
rural parish can work. 

“We've just got to be thankful for the 
many good things that have happened here 
in the past year,” Pesta said 
EL EL LO IS 

Weekly profiles will 
include all parishes 

The Criterion publishes an ongoing series 
of parish profiles. Every week a different 
parish is featured. Several parishes from a 
deanery are featured every month, 

After coverage of every deanery, the 
series starts over again with the Seymour 
Deanery. The process will repeat until every 
parish has been featured. 
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LOCAL CELEBRITY—Salem’s George Bowers gets more handshakes and smiles since 
releasing his animated film, “Christopher the Christmas Tree.” (Photo by Peter Agostinelli) 
  

  

  

(ARE YOU LOSING INTEREST IN YOUR CD2 

We have the Solution from GE Capital Assurance Company 

8.00% 

7.00% 

‘Raser ore seityort Fo change wtthowt nome 

The Solution Annuities are issued by GE Capital Assurance, a subsidiary 
of GE Capital Corporation, one of the strongest and largest financial 
services companies in the world with assets over $118 billion. 

Ask for Sim Sorg or Dianna Pholps .. . 317-359-9621 

  

Our Business is Helping You   Serving and assisting the community for 37 years 
  

  

REMEMBER How He LoveD You!!! 

You CAN SAY “THANK YOu, 

Gob” IN YOUR WILL FOR ALL THAT 

HE HAS GIVEN YOU — YOUR LIFE, 

YOUR FAITH, YOUR FAMILY, YOUR 
FRIENDS — BY SHARING YOUR 
BLESSINGS WITH THOSE LESS 
FORTUNATE. 

REMEMBER THE POOR THROUGH THE PROPAGATION 

OF THE FAITH. JUST SAY 

  

    
I hereby will to the Society for 

'f| the Propagation of the Faith, 

1400 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, 

Indiana, the sum of $ 
  

to be used for the poor in the missions.       
| WHAT GREATER LOVE CAN 

YOU HAVE THAN TO 
LET YOUR FAITH 

CONTINUE IN OTHERS? 
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Vatican and Jesuits: back to normal relations 

Jan. 5 without the scrutiny that marked the last one 

by Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY—What a difference a 
dozen years can make. 

The arms of the colonnade in St. Peter's 
Square reach toward the nearby headquar- 
ters of the Jesuits, but the Vatican’s grip on 
the world’s largest religious order of men is 
not what it was 12 years ago. 

The Society of Jesus is preparing to open 
its 34th general congregation Jan. 5—with- 
out the intense media scrutiny and the 

unusual Vatican intervention that marked 
the last congregation, held in 1983. 

“The lack of drama” is the biggest 
difference between the two meetings, 
which bring together 233 delegates repre- 
senting the society’s 23,500 members, said 
Jesuit Father Jose de Vera, director of the 
Jesuit press office. 

The last tion, the society's 
highest form of government, was called to 
elect a new superior general. 

While a Jesuit election in itself can attract 
attention, the 1983 election of Father 
Peter-Hans Kolvenbach was given wide- 
spread media coverage because it marked 
the end of a two-year period in which a 
papal delegate led the society. 

Pope John Paul II celebrated the   

opening Mass for the congregation, 
which was prepared under the leadership 
of his delegate, Jesuit Father Paolo Dezza, 

now a cardinal. 
The pope bypassed the Jesuits’ normal 

governing structure when he named Father 
Dezza interim head of the society after 
Father Pedro Arrupe, then-superior general 
of the Jesuits, suffered a stroke. 

Pope John Paul's action troubled many 
Jesuits, who saw it as a lack of papal trust 
in the order and its members’ ability to 
govern themselves. 

But the two years under Father Dezza 

“proved that the society would obey 
faithfully, Father de Vera said. 

That proof and the strong, but rela- 
tively low-key, leadership of Father 
Kolvenbach have brought normalcy back 
to Vatican-Jesuit relations. 

“Once Father Kolvenbach became gen- 
eral, he made a great effort to calm 
things, put them into context,” Father de 
Vera said. “Now on both sides there is 
more understanding.” 

Father Kolvenbach, at a Dec. 15 press 
conference, said the reason he convoked the 
congregation 
Society of Jesus can respond to Pope John 
Paul's call for a new evangelization. 

“The society was born out of a 
burning desire on the part of Ignatius and 
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Father Peter-Hans Kolvenbach 

his first companions to help others in 
their search for God, in obedience and 
close relationship with the vicar of 
Christ,” Father Kolvenbach said. 

That close relationship continues, he said. 
The 34th general congregation “was pre- 
pared in consultation with the Holy Father 
and his collaborators.” 

“1 believe that at this moment we have a 
very harmonious relationship with the Holy 
See,” he said. “But it is always possible to 
improve this. We have to seek more and 
more what the Holy Father wants for the 
whole church, particularly for the ju ilee 
year, and what we can contribute to thai.” 

For the ‘95 congregation, Pope John 
Paul has asked Cardinai Eduardo 
Martinez Somalo, head of the Vatican 
congregation for religious, to represent 
him at the opening Mass. 

The congregation delegates will then 
walk to the Vatican for a papal audience, 
which is expected to include a speech 
from the pope. 

Pope John Paul has not named, and is not 
expected to name, a delegate or personal   

observer to attend the sessions of the Jesuits’ 

meeting, said Father de Vera 
But some people saw a subtle papal 

message to the congregation in Pope John 
Paul's Dec. 7 weekly audience talk on the 
religious vow of obedience. 

The Jesuit founder, St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
“in order to better serve Christ and his 
church, gave the Society of Jesus the famous 
‘fourth vow’ of ‘special obedience to the 
pope conceming the missions,’ he said 

“This vow states explicitly a norm that 
was and is implicit in any religious 
profession,” the pope said. Religious 
orders and their individual members are 
“pound to obey the supreme pontiff by 
reason of the sacred bond of obedience,” 
he said, quoting canon law. 

The normal state of relations between the 
Vatican and the Jesuits also is reflected in the 
agenda for the 1995 congregation: the vast 
majority of the 835 proposals submitted by 
Jesuits throughout the world focus on the 
intemal workings of the society and the 
ministries offe ed by its members. 

The proposals fall into the categories 
of: vocations and formation, community 
life, the role of Jesuit brothers, justice, 
ecology, ecumenical and_ interreligious 
dialogue, education, cooperation with the 
laity, collaboration among Jesuit prov- 
inces, and changes in Jesuit laws and 

regulations needed to conform with the 
new Code of Canon Law. 

The calm sea being sailed by the Jesuits in 
their iilationship with the Vatican is also 
seen in the quiet, but definitive, dearth of 
Tumors popular five years ago. 

Among the wilder rumors were that 
Opus Dei, the lay movement that enjoys 
strong papal support, would be buying the 
Jesuit curia building near the Vatican and 
that its members would take over operation 
of the Jesuit-run Vatican Radio. 

People in the know shook their heads in 
wonder at such strange rumors in the late 
1980s; they don’t have to bother today 

Pope John Paul named Time's 
Man of the Year for 1994 
Pope John XXIII was Man of the Year in 1962, 

the year he opened the Second Vatican Council 

  

NEW YORK (CNS)—In naming Pope 
John Paul Il its Man of the Year for 1994, Time 
magazine called him “a moral compass for 
believers and nonbelievers alike,” forcefully 
reasserting a moral vision in a world where 
many see values declining. 

“For such rectitude—or recklessness 
as his detractors would have it—he is 
Time’s Man of the Year,” the magazine 
said in its Dec. 26-Jan. 2 issue, out on 
newsstands Dec. 19. 

Pope John Paul is only the second pope to 
make Time's end-of-the-year cover. Pope 
John XXIII was Man of the Year in 1962, the 
year he opened the Second Vatican Council 

Time said Pope John Paul, as head of 
nearly a billion Catholics worldwide, has 
“the world’s bully-est pulpit. Few of his 
predecessors over the past 2,000 years 
ave spoken from it as often and as 

forcefully as he.” 
“His power rests in the word, not the 

sword. ... He is an army of one, and his 
empire is both as ethereal and as 
ubiquitous as the soul,” it said 

“John Paul sees it as his duty to 
trouble the living stream of modernity 
He stands solidly against much that the 
secular world deems progressive: the 
notion, for example, that humans share 
with God the right to determine who will 
and will not be born,” the magazine said. 

It cited his successful opposition to 
language supporting abortion at this sum- 
mer’s U.N. International Conference on 
Population and Development as a “formida- 
ble and controversial example” of his 
influence on world affairs. 

The papal conflict with prevailing 
secular policy and belief at the popula- 
tion conference exemplified the pivotal 
role he is playing in a global conflict over 

  

  

“different paths of reason and standards 
of truth,” Time said. 

“His major goals have been to clarify 
church doctrine—believers may exyeri- 
ence doubt but should be spared confu- 
sion—and to reach out to the world, seek 
contacts with other faiths and proclaim to 
all the sanctity of the individual, body 
and soul,” the magazine said. 

Among other signs of the pope's 
influence it cited the popularity of his 
compact-disc recordings of the rosary 
and his best-selling book, “Crossing the 
Threshold of Hope.” 

Time devoted 16 pages to portraying 
the life, thought and world role of the 
74-year-old pontiff. 

Apart from Pope John Paul and Pope 
John XXIIL, in Time's 68-year tradition of 
Man of the Year only three other 
distinctively religious figures have been 
given the title—each because he was a 
charismatic leaders of a major social 
movement in the world. 

In 1930, pacifist Mahandas K. Gandhi, 
then in jail for leading India in peaceful 
civil disobedience defying British colonial 
rule, was named. 

In 1963, it was the American black 
Baptist preacher who had become the 
nation’s voice of conscience on civil 
rights, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

In 1979, the Man of the Year was a 
79-year-old Shiite Muslim imam, the Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, who sparked a 
worldwide Muslim revival when he re- 
turned from exile to lead a revolution in Iran 
and form an Islamic state. 

Time said it spoke to the two 
weeks earlier about his philosophy, the 
controversy it has provoked and his role 
as a moral force in the world. It quoted 
his response: “It always goes back to the 
sanctity of the human being. The pope 
MUST be a moral force.” 

     



    

            

  

  

  

              

  

  

  

  

  

        

  

        

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

    

  

              

  

    

IMAGES OF GOD—What would the world be like had God not become just like us? What 

would the world be like without the image of a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and 

lying in a mange 4? At Christmas, God is Emmanuel, “God-with-us,” in the person of a 

homeless child. Pain, hunger, thirst and cold are all part of the human condition which God 

took on in becoming flesh. (CNS illustration by Joan Hyme) 

At Christmas, God is Emmanuel 

by Fr. Eugene LaVerdiere, SSS 

“In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that the whole world 
should be enrolled." “uke 2:1). 

With those words, a hush settles over the 
whole church. The words touch some of the 
deepest memories we have, recalling Christ- 
mases in our early childhood when we first 
heard the Christmas Gospel. 

For most of us, the idea we have of God 
lies nestled deep in these personal images 
and memories of Christmas. 

There are times when God may seem 
remote, even abstract. Not at Christmas! 

Christmas brings us back to reality. 
At Christmas, God is Emmanuel, 

“God-with-Us,” in the person of a 
homeless child. In that child we see God 
as the shepherds saw God, not in a 
powerful adult, the likes of a Caesar 
Augustus, but in a helpless infant de- 
pendent on Mary and Joseph. 

Our Christmas isnage of God says a lot 
about God. It says that, for all God’s glory and 

God comes close to us in the person 
of Jesus. More than that, in Jesus, God becomes 

human like all of us, subject to joy, grief, illness, 
hunger and thirst, heat and cold. 

“And the Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us” (ohn 1:14). The 
image actually shapes the way we view 
ourselves as human beings. 

If God can take on our human condition, 
becoming just like us in Jesus, that gives all 
of us someone we can look up to, regardless 
of our race, ethnic background, or sex. 

Our Christmas image of Jesus as a 
homeless child tells us that pain, hunger, 
thirst and cold are part the human 
condition God took on in becoming flesh. 

What would it be like for us had God not 
become just like us? What would the world 
be like without Christmas? 

(Blessed Sacrament Father Eugene LaVer- 
diere is a Scripture scholar and senior editor of 
Emmanuel magazine.) 
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I recall one of my childhood Christmases 
that was a magical time in a world ablaze 
with lights of joy 

My cousin Ernestine and I sat on the 
subway replaying our lists of gifts 
already received and wondering aloud 
what more our relatives in Brooklyn 
would give to fill our bags 

Suddenly a young woman on the seat 
across the subway aisle started crying. Her 
sobs were loud. Her body shook. 

Everyone else was silent. They seemed 
frightened and perhaps some felt violated to 
be reminded of such great pain on 
Christmas. 

Ernestine and I stared, frightened, silent, 
unable in our childhood of plenty to 
understand how Christmas would, could, 
ever have allowed such tears. 

But now, so many years later, I beliewe I 
understand. 

¢ The greater the outer exclamation of 
fulfillment, the greater the violence of being 
alone. 

¢ The stronger the insistence on gifts to be 
given and received, on belonging, on being a 
part of something, the stronger the sense of 
being totally disconnected from what is 
going on in the world. 

Everything becomes a piercing contradic- 
tion. The holidays become times of a ola- 
tion for many. 

In fact, God's Son—God’s abundant 

love-—is given to all. 
‘That is the message of Christmas. And the 

meaning of Christmas ennobles everyone. 
But on that long-ago subway train, 

hi P was’ led—not just 

about a woman who was suffering, but 
about myself and so many others. 

You might say that as the years 
unfolded in my life, the image of that 
woman caused me to meditate on how 
disconnected many of us are from the 
meaning of Christmas. We find it difficult 
to “get” the message of Christmas and 
what it says about us. 

To the extent that we do not under- 
stand that God has lifted each of us and 
all of us to greatness, we human beings 
are in danger. 

What is “inner poverty” in a time of 
plenty? It is the result of understanding 
oneself only in terms of images from the 
outside. It is the belief in images of wealth, 
fame, value, worth, goodness, achieve- 
ment—all the things the world derswids. 

Whenever the acceptance of self de- 
pends on having all the things the world 
admires, a person is in great danger. That 
person is empty. 

The person who has a poor image of 
himself or herself invariably gets a clouded 
image of God and God’s love for him or her. 
It is hard for such a person to truly believe 

that he or she is lovable. “Therefore, how can 
God truly love me?” 

How awful the contradiction at this 
season when God's love incarnates itself in 

| the gift of Christ who ennobles all humanity 
| and challenges all creation to understand not 

only its purpose but also the overarching 
| love of the Creator 
| My work as a psychotherapist is to 
| help people discover “‘the inside of the 

inside.” We must use our eyes and ears to 
understand God: the messages of the 
Lord must be decoded through the heart 
and mind. 

To really be connected with others, 
whether in marriage, in the church, or in 
society at large, people need a sense of 
their own necessity. 

A few years ago, I began a special group 
therapy program aimed at a change in 
people's sense of self. 

‘These were the principles or ground rules 
of the sessions: 

All human beings are sacred. 

© A person's psychiatric diagnosis is not a 
definition of that person's humanity. 

And, in God’s creation there is no waste! 
Everyone is here for a mission that only he or 
she can accomplish. 

In this program, the participants and 1 
started with prayer and ended with prayer. 
All prayer talked about genius—the call by 
God to creativity—to “increase and multi- 
ply,” as I like to put it. 

During meetings, we would not talk 
about illness—only about what the par- 
ticipants were doing and what each was 
planning to do so that their lives could be 
a contribution to themselves and to all 
others. 

back no matter what they did or did not do, 
or that never challenged the participants to 
live up to their specific gifts. 

I write about this therapy at 
Christmas because Christmas is a time when 
inner poverty can be exchanged for plenty. It 
is a time when broken lives can be reclaimed 
and remolded. 

This is a time to insist that Jesus’ coming, 
ends our search for an image. 

The Almighty has spoken! Love has 
incarnated itself in the gift of Christmas! 

The person of faith knows that Christ's 
humanity ennobles all humanity and con- 

This is sanity. And this is a time for joy. 

(Marist Brother Cyprian Rowe is a research 
associate in the Department of Psychiatry at 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and a dean of 
students at the Graduate School of Social Work at 
the University of Maryland, Baltimore.)   
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God is loving and forgiving 
  

+) 

  

This Week's Question 

What is your principal image or idea of God? 

“As a loving, forgiving God. The one who understands 
me as no one else can.” (Marguerite Reed, Baker, Ore.) 

“For the first 40 years of my life, I saw God as judge. But I 
find it much more helpful and less limiting to see God as spirit 

or ‘ruah,’ the Hebrew word for breath. This image for me does 
not put God in a box.” (Anne Seckinger, South Bend, Ind.) 

“As | moved through life and smacked head-on into 
the inevitable struggles and heartaches . . . suddenly I 

found God everywhere—in the eyes of a beautiful 
grandchild . . ., in the strong support given me by my 
children.” (Bernice Bunny Cameron, Crofton, Neb.) 

   

‘The first image that comes to me is a welcoming   

embrace, but also sometimes a challenging shove. And it's 
not one image over the other but both at the same time.” 
(Sister Theresa Torres, Kansas City, Mo.) 

“1 picture God as someone up there watching what you | 
do. If you do good, he rewards you, and if you do bad, he | 
punishes you.” (Debby Phillips, Barnesville, Ohio) | 

“God as Savior because I conceive of God as being pre- \ 
eminently merciful.” (Richard Davies, Culver, Ind.) | 

Lend Us Your Voice 

An upcoming edition asks: Why is it sometimes difficult | 

to think before you act? | 
If you would like to respond for possible publication, | 

write to Faith Alive! at 3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washington, | 
DC. 20017-1100. 
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You Did What 
How would you like to have to explain to God how you had lost his 

Son? That’s what Mary and Joseph had to do when Jesus was 12. 
They had taken him with them on their once-a-year trip to the 

temple, a very special church in Jerusalem. There were big crowds of 
people praying there. 

Mary and Joseph stayed for the prayers. Then they headed home. 
Mary walked with the other women from her town. Joseph walked 
with the men. Mary thought Jesus was with Joseph. Joseph thought he 
was with Mary. 

When they camped that night, they were amazed that Jesus was 
missing. 

They began to pray to God for help. They also tried to explain how 
they had lost Jesus. Of course, God already knew all about it. But it’s 
important for people to tell the Lord what's on their minds. 

“T trusted you with my Son, Mary.” 
“I know you did, Lord. I was sure he was traveling with Joseph. 

Where could he be? He knew he was supposed to stay with the group. 
Could someone have taken him?” 

“Think, Mary. If he’s not with you, where would he be?” 
“With you, Lord? Already? He’s so young!” 
“Just follow your heart, Mary.” 
Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem. Can you imagine how 

worried they were? They looked for three whole days before they 
found Jesus in the temple. He was talking to the priests and other 
learned men. These people thought they kneweverything about God. 
They couldn’t believe that a boy was able to explain God to them. 

These men didn’t know Jesus was the Son of God. To them, he was 
just a boy with an awesome mind. They came day after day to try to 
trick him. Buthe could answer any question, better than all of them put 
together! 

When Mary and Joseph found Jesus, they were very happy. After 
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they got used to being happy, they were really hurt. It wasn’i like Jesus 
to make them worry. So why, without warning, had he stayed behind 
without permission? 

He had scared them to death! 
“How could you do this to us?” Mary asked with a tear running 

down her cheek. 
Very politely — Jesus was always polite — he said, “Why were you 

worried? Didn’t you know tbat I had to do some work for my Father?” 
Jesus wasn’t talking about Joseph, his wonderful foster father. He 

was talking about his real Father in heaven. God had performed a 
miracle, a kind of magic that only he can do, to give Mary the baby 
Jesus. Now it was Jesus’ job to tell everyone about his Father in 
heaven. 

After those few days in the temple, Jesus lived in Nazareth with 
Mary and Joseph for years. Everybody in town knew he was a 
good son.   Seeeeseseeseseteceauuase 

Unscramble the words from 
the story and use the letters in 
the boxes to form the secret 

Ce 
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Mary and Joseph had good reason to worry about Jesus. 

Someone had tried to kill him when he was just a baby. When three 
wise men told King Herod about a bright star they had been 
following for two years, he was afraid that it was a sign someone 
would replace him as king. 

Herod knew about the promise. God was going to send 
someone very important to help the people of Israel. 

Herod didn’t care about his people. He only cared about 
being king. He told his soldiers to kill all the babies in 
Bethlehem, where the savior was supposed to be born. 

But an angel warned Josep’ in a dream. He said, “Take 
Mary and baby Jesus to Egypt where Herod can’t get them.” 

Joseph followed the angel’s orders. 
They stayed in Egypt, away from all their friends, until the angel 

told them Herod was dead. It was safe to go home. 
Mary and Joseph were fantastic parents. They weren't care- 

less or grouchy. 
Jesus was the most important person in their lives. Yet they did 

make one mistake that caused them days of worry. 
There have been bad people on earth since the Garden of 

Eden. They make it unsafe for little children to wander away from 
their parents. Don’t ever scare your mom and dad by getting lost 
if you can help it. 

Jesus had a very good reason for staying in the temple. He knew 
nothing bad was going to happen to him there. You don’t have 
Jesus’ “magic mind.” Stay close to your parents whenever they 
take you anywhere. 

Stay safe; stay geod; stay happy! 
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Manger Blessing 

God of every nation and people, 
from the very beginning of creation 

you have made manifest your love; 

when our need for a Savior was great 

Lord, 
bless all who look upon this manger; 

and raise up our thoughts to him, 

who is God-with-us and Savior of all, 

  
  

you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy and love. 

may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 

and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
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The wonder of the fact that God 

humbled himself to become human 
It took the church a long time to sort out exactly 
who Jesus was. How could he be both God and man? 

by John F. Fink 

On Christmas we Christians celebrate a 
wondrous fact: that the Almighty God 
humbled himself to become human like us in 
order to redeem us. 

Each Sunday, as we pray the Nicene 
Creed at Mass, we recite that we believe that 
“for us and for our salvation (God) came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he was bom of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.” We recite the Creed from 
memory so sometimes lose sight of the 
wonder of what we say we believe. If so, 
perhaps we can meditate on these words of 
St. Gregory Nazianzen as he explained the 
Incarnation: 

“The very Son of God, older than the 
ages, the invisible, the incomprehensible, the 
incorporeal, the beginni inning, the 
light of light, the fountain of life and 
immortality, the image of the archetype, the 
immovable seal, the perfect likeness, the 
definition and word of the Father: he it is 
who comes to his own image and takes our 
nature for the good of our nature, and united 
himself to an intelligent soul for the good of 
my soul, to purify like by like. 

“He takes to himself all that is human, 
except for sin. He was conceived by the 
Virgin Mary, who had been first prepared 
in soul and body by the Spirit; his coming 
to birth had to be treated with honor, 

irginity had to receive new honor. He 
comes forth as God, in the human nature 
he has taken, one being, made of two 
contrary elements, flesh and spirit. Spirit 
gave divinity, flesh received it.” 

This is a hard doctrine to grasp, to say 
nothing about accepting it. Indeed, it took 
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the Christian church a long time to sort out 
exactly who Jesus Christ was. How could he 
be both God and human? Did he have one 
nature or two? Was he one person or two? 
Was he created by God the Father? These 
questions and many more were faced by the 
early church. 

Growing up as a Catholic and possess- 
ing the faith that was a free gift to me 
from God, | couldn’t understand how 
some of the early heresies could have had 
so many followers. Arianism in particu- 
lar, which taught that Jesus was created 
by God the Father and therefore was not 
equal to him, for a long time had more 
adherents than did what we now con- 
sider orthodox Christianity. I now realize 
that most of those we call heretics were 
actually sincere people who were hon- 
estly trying to come to terms with their 
belief in Jesus. 

If we did not have John’s Gospel we 
would not know from the Gospels that 
Jesus was the Word of God who “came 
down from heaven” and “was made 
flesh.” The synoptic Gospel writers were 
intent on making the point that Jesus was 
the long-awaited messiah and the Son of 
God but his pre-existence as God is only 
in the fourth Gospel. 

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke tell 
us about the birth of Jesus. In those 
Gospels Mary is told by the angel Gabriel 
that Jesus will be called “Son of the Most 
High” (Lk 1:32) and “holy, the Son of 
God” (Lk 1:35). But only John tells us that 
“in the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God” (Jn 1:1). 

But we do have John’s Gospel and the 
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church’s teachings about Jesus are all 
consistent with that Gospel. Thus, as St. Pope 
Leo the Great wrote, “‘In the fullness of time, 
chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s 
wisdom, the Son of God took for himself our 
common humanity in order to reconcile it 
with its creator. He came to overthrow the 
devil, the origin of death, in that very nature 
by which he had overthrown mankind” 
(from a reading in the breviary for 
Christmas). 

Our Creed tells us more about this child 
whose birth we celebrate on Christmas: He is 

“the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father.” He is “begotten, not made, one 
in Being with the Father.” This was meant to 
refute the Arians who taught that the Father 
made the Son and was superior to him. 

Our Creed says that “through him all 
things were made” just as John’s Gospel 
tells us that “all things came to be 
through him, and without him nothing 
came to be” (Jn 1:3). The purpose here is 
to emphasize that the Word was the 
Creator. Even today we sometimes hear 
the Trinity referred to as the Creator, the 
Redeemer and the Sanctifier instead of 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
But the Creed and John’s Gospel tell us 
that the Second Person of the Trinity was 
the Creator as well as the Redeemer. 

We also say that we believe that “by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he was bom of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man.” This, of 
course, is the doctrine of the virgin birth (not 
to be confused with the doctrine of the 

great Protestant theologian, Karl 
Barth, who died in 1968, once said about the 
dogma of the virgin birth: “The church knew 
what she was doing when she placed this 
dogma like a guard, as it were, at the 
entrance to the mystery of Christmas.” 

If the virgin birth was a reality, there are 
only two ways of knowing it: his mother 
spoke about it to the evangelists or other 
early Christians, or it was communicated by 
some sort of revelation. There's no way of 
knowing which of these is true. It's quite 
possible that Mary told the evangelist Luke 
about it if, indeed, Luke accompanied St. 
Paul to Palestine at the time of Paul's 
imprisonment in Caesarea and actually 
interviewed Mary. That's possible, but 
doubtful. ke makes no such claim. 
Matthew, who also speaks of the virgin birth, 
would also not have gotten the information 
from Jesus’ mother. 

Since the church teaches that the 
evangelists wrote under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, they might have received 
some sort of a revelation. More likely, 
though, both evangelists wrote what had 
already become part of an oral tradition 
by the time they wrote their Gospels— 
sometime between 70 and 90. 

It’s true that only Luke and Matthew 
speak of the virgin birth. Paul never 
mentioned it in any of his letters, nor did 
Mark or John or any of the other New 
Testament writers. But there is no doubt that 
second-century Christians were convinced 
of the reality of the doctrine. St. Ignatius of 
Antioch, who was martyred in the year 107 
after serving as bishop of Antioch for 40 
years, said that there were “three eloquent 
mysteries which were wrought in the 
stillness of God: the virginity of Mary, her 
giving birth, and the death of the Lord” 
(etter to the church at Ephesus while 
Ignatius was being taken to Rome for his 
martyrdom). 

If the virgin birth was not a reality, where 
did the early church get this belief? In his 
book “The Mystery of the Incarnation,” 
Bishop Christoph Schonborn (the chief 
editor of “The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church”) wrote: “Anyone who puts forward 
the view that the primitive church invented 
this ‘theologoumenon’ in order to underline 
the significance of Jesus must also be able to 
explain why the church thus invented 
something that only gave her Jewish and 
pagan neighbors an occasion for mockery.” 

‘As an example of this mockery, Bishop 
Schonborn mentions St. Justin's “Dialogues” 
with the Jewish Rabbi Trypho in the year 
155. Trypho accused Christians of telling 
myths like those of the Greeks, e.g., the myth   

of Perseus who was bom of the virginal 
Danae. “You should be ashamed of telling 
such stories,” Trypho told Justin. “It would 
be better for you to assert that this Jesus had 
been born as a man among men.” 

Another example of this mockery given 
by Bishop Schonborn is the pagan writer 
Celsus in 178. He wrote ironically about 
God's love affair with an insignificant Jewish 
girl. And as early as the end of the first 
century stories circulated which changed 
Jesus’ virginal birth into an indiscretion with 
a Roman soldier on the part of Mary. 

Bishop Schonbom concludes: “In spite of 
all these attacks the teaching concerning the 
virgin birth was held fast; this shows that it 
cannot be explained in terms of what was 
found plausible at the time. This is even 
clearer if we take into account the disputes 
that were going on in the church. In 
second-century gnosticism the virgin birth 
was partly rejected and partly accepted, but 
in 2 way which denied the real Incarnation: 
it was said that the Logos went through 
Mary as through a channel or tube.” 

It seems, therefore, that the fact of the 
virgin birth was a solid belief among the 
earliest Christians and the starting point of 
attempts to understand, interpret, and 
finally to proclaim this fact. 

The church has consistently taught not 
only that Mary was a virgin when she 
conceived Jesus, but also through and after 

the birth of Christ (ante partum, in partu, et 
post partum, according to an ancient for- 
mula). This means that Mary did not 
undergo labor and birth as we know it but 
that the Christ child passed through her 
body while leaving Mary physically intact. 

How was Jesus conceived? The Nicene 
Creed says, “By the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” The Apostles’ Creed says more 
explicitly, “He was conceived by the Holy 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy, the Son of God” (1:35). 

Acts of the Apostles. Indeed, Acts has been 
called the Gospel of the Holy Spirit because 
of Luke's emphasis on the Christian 
community as the Holy Spirit-guided bearer 
of the word of salvation. It is the Holy Spirit, 
according to Acts, who led the early 
Christians to extend the salvation promised 
to the Jews in the Old Testament to the 

Gentiles. 
If the earliest church was so conscious of 

the workings of the Holy Spirit, it was only 
natural for them to see Jesus’ conception as 

coming through the Holy Spirit. If God in the 
person of the Holy Spirit was the father, then 
this child was truly the Son of God. 

Why did God become man? The Nicene 
Creed tells us it was “for us and for our 
salvation,” but the church has taught from 
the beginning of its theology that the reason 

so that man might become God.” 
The Preface of the Mass for Christmas 

speaks of this purpose of the Incarnation: 
“You have brought about a wondrous 
exchange; your divine Word became a 

mortal man, and in Christ we mortal men 
receive your divine life.” And the Collect of 
the Christmas Mass says, “Grant us to share 
in the divinity of your Son, who has put on 
our human nature.” Indeed, one of the 
Offertory prayers for every Mass asks God to 
let us share in the divinity of Christ as he 
humbled himself to share in our humanity. 

St. Gregory of Nyssa once expressed it 
this way: “God takes on the poverty of my 
flesh so that I may receive the riches of his 

fitting conclusion to this essay. In “The 
Mystery of the Incarnation,” he says: “The 
Christmas theme of the ‘wondrous ex- 
change’ gives the direction in which we 
should look for the Christian idea of how 
man can ‘become God.’ Paul shows the way: 
“You know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that by his poverty 
you might become rich’ (2 Cor 8:9). Thus the 
Christian path of divinization can only be a 
path which makes man like God, like him in 
his ‘self-emptying’ (Phil 2:7) which makes us 

“The goal of God's Incamation is man's 
divinization. And as for the path to this goal, 
it can be none other than the path taken by 
the Son of God in becoming man for us.”
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Awards encourage Christians to live joyfully 
Fellowship of Merry Christians recognizes positive 
and negative responses to the Christian message 

        
The ecumenical Fellowship of Merry 

Christians has given its first annual Scrooge 
Award to the Jesus Seminar, a collection of 
150 religion scholars, for their timing in 
publishing—at Christmas in 1993—a book 
casting deadly serious doubts about who 

Jesus is and what he said. 
The interdenominational fellowship 

also has given its first annual True Spirit 
of Christmas Present Award to 82-year- 
old Sherwood Eliot Wirt of Poway, Calif., 
for his newly published book entitled 
“The Book of Joy,” published by 
McCracken Press in New York. 

The consensus of the Jesus Seminar 
scholars, published in a book titled “The Five 

Gospels: The Search for the Authentic Words 

of Jesus,” was that no more than 18 percent 

of the sayings attributed to Jesus in the New 
Testament were actually spoken by him, and 
that Jesus never regarded himself as the 
Messiah and the Son of God. 

This year the Fellowship of Merry 
Christians decided to give the new 
Scrooge Award annually “to the organi- 
zation or group whose humbug most 
insistently dampens the Spirit of Christ- 
mas at Christmas time.” 

In announcing the award, the fellow- 

  

  

JOYFUL—“Angels can fly because they take themselves lightly,” author G.K. 
Chesterton observed. Christians should be joyful, the Fellowship of Merry Christians 
emphasizes, because there is much to be happy about in life. Children’s artwork often 

parishioner Maureen Nelson   illustrates how to live joyfully. (Drawing of an angel from 1963 by former St. Andrew 
Norris)   
  

St. Bridget kindergartners 
thank God for many gifts 
Children recognize 
blessings from God 

God gives people many gifts, St. Bridget 
kindergartners from Indianapolis said ear- 
lier this year, as they contemplated life in 
first grade and the blessings that the Lord 
has given them. 

A sampling of their comments was 
gathered with help from Emily Warren, 
director of St. Bridget’s Nursery & Kinder- 
garten. 

God helps you learn how to read and 
spell and run fast. He helps you feel happy. 

Brian Johnson 

He helps you leam and think, and he helps 
you by loving you. He takes care of you. 

Jarell Ruth 
He listens to my prayers. He helps me get 

ready for church. He helps me smile and 
stop being sad. He helps me have friends 

Kristaney Davis 
He helps you when you talk to him. He 

helps you learn to ride your bike. He helps 
you get a knot out of your shoestring, 

Troy Heath 
He helps me when I am sick. He helps me 

stay out of the cold in the winter. He helped 
me get out of kindergarten. 

David Bridgeforth 
He made everything. He helps me not to 

be bad. 
Amber Hilliard 

He puts food on my table. He gave me a 
house to live in and clothes and shoes and 
socks. 

Jessica Lovejoy 

He helps you make friends and have fun. 
He helps me do my lessons. 

Patrick Dodds 

He helps you do nice things for other 
people. 

Barbara Jones 

He helps you pray. You can pray 
anywhere. You've got to pray to him every 
day. Every time I go to bed I always say my 
prayers. He wants you to love him. He loves 

us very much. 
Antonio Thomas 

He hears our prayers. He helps you think 
and be smart and get a job and mind your 
own business and do good stuff. We're 

supposed to share with others. 
Robert Hailey 

I pray for God and he prays for me. 
Alaina Womack 

He gives you food, a home, a church, a 
school, trees and grass, and people. He gives 
you the world. 

Durand Riggs 
He helps you go to school. He helps you 

have clothes on your back and food on your 
table when you were hungry. He helps you 
when you are sick. He helped my mother get 
well. I love him. 

Morgan McDowell 

ship’s newsletter, The Joyful Noiseletter, 
quoted P-T, Barnum of circus fame 

“More people, on the whole, are 
humbugged,” Barnum said, “by believ- 
ing in nothing than by believing in too 
much ” 

The fellowship’s True Spirit of Christ- 
mas Present Award also will be given 
annually “to the person or organization 
who best exemplifies the True Spirit of 
Christmas Present.” 

Dr. Wirt’s “The Book of Joy” focuses 
on the merry men and women of God 
through the centuries, including St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi, Brother Lawrence, Billy 
Bray, Pecos Higgins, Corrie ten Boom, 
Grady Wilson, and Billy Graham 

“The Bible,” Dr. Wirt writes, “is a book of 
joy. When the Holy Spirit brings revival to 
our generation, it will not come with black 
clouds and premonitions of doom. Revival 
will come when the churches of eee 
laughing and singing and loving each ot! 
(and) are filled with the joy of his salvation.” 

In announcing Dr. Wirt's award, The 

Joyful Noiseletter cited author G.K. Chester- 

ton’s observation that, “Angels can fly 
because they take themselves lightly.” 

And, the fellowship said, “Dr. Wirt’s 

book will help readers grow wings and 
fly with the joy that our joyful Savior 
intended his followers to have at Christ- 

mas and year-round.” 
Dr. Wirt, who is a member of the 

Fellowship of Merry Christians, is the former 
editor of “Decision” magazine, which he 
founded with Billy Graham. 

Winners of both fellowship awards were 
given complimentary subscriptions to The 
Joyful Noiseletter. 

Nominations for the 1995 awards may be 
sent to the Fellowship of Merry Christians, 
P.O. Box 895, Portage, Mich. 49081-0895. 
Information about the fellowship is also 

available by writing to that address. 
(Cal Samra is the founder of the Fellowship of 

Merry Christians and the editor of the fellowship 
newsletter.) 

  

  

   
    

   ATLAS FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT 
AND SUPPLIES 

  

One of THE LARGEST SHOWROOMS 
IN THE MIDWEST ... with a fully-stocked inventory 
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St. Francis 
Hospital Center 
We believe there’s more 
to good care than 
good medicine. 
St. Francis Hospital Center has been 
serving Indianapolis and central Indiana 
since 1914. From humble beginnings 
we've grown to become a leading Midwest 
medical institution. 

St. Francis Hospital Center continues to 
offer professional medical care and works 
with the latest techniques and technol- 
ogies available. Whether it’s our sixty-bed 
psychiatric unit or our special services for 
Seniors, St. Francs has become a leader 
ina variety of fields. Today, nationally 
recognized physicians are pioneering some 
of the newest procedures in advanced 
cardiac treatment and laser surgery 

Our women’s health program is among 
the most complete and unique in 
Indianapolis, offering comprehensive 
services, from obstetrics and breast cancer 
screening, to education; we really under- 
stand women and their special need 
St. Francis serves the health concerns 
of business too, with occupational 

k to work programs 
h company or individual 

    

   

   

But what makes our professional care so 
ecial, is our compassionate caring. It’s 

\que spirit within St. Francis that 
touches every patient every day. Talk to 
your physician, or call us about the many 
programs and service: ble here. We 
really do believe there’s more to good care 
than good medicine 

ST. FRANCIS 
HOSPITAL 
& HEALTH 
CENTERS 

Our Speaalty is Lite 

   

  

    
1600 Albany Street 
Beech Grove, IN 46107 

We can help you find 

the right physician 

for you and your family. 

Call us at 782-6699. 
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Readers share Christmas memories 
The proud family had watched one of the 

girls carry the figure of the Baby Jesus to the 
manger as part of the liturgy that evening, 

Before Mass, she had nervously confided 
to me that she had asked the Baby Jesus to let 
Santa bring her a Cabbage Patch Doll. That's 
it, just that popular little doll. 

Her folks were beaming from the front 
pew while she processed with us down the 
aisle. Little did they know that thieves were 
busy stealing their entire meager, but 
lovingly wrapped, stash of Christmas gifts 
left in the car during Mass. One of those 
packages contained the coveted Cabbage 
Patch Doll, purchased at great sacrifice 

Not only the parents and children, but 
Father Pat and I were devastated when we 
learned about the thefts. How could 
someone be so cruel on Christmas Eve? 

Harsh thoughts gave way to consoling 
the girls and deciding how best to help 
the crushed parents. Between the two of 
us, we had little trouble reimbursing 
them for their loss. They did not have 

Miracle on 30th St. 
makes up for loss 
a by Fr. Joseph Schaedel 

It was about the most horrible crime you 
could think of. It was also the year of the 
Cabbage Patch Doll. By Christmas Eve, the 
toy stores had been depleted of the cute little | 
hot item of that holiday season. | 

The crime took place in the parking lot 
adjacent to St. Michael Church on West 
30th Street in Indianapolis, the scene of 
my first priestly assignment. During the 
Children’s Liturgy on the evening of Dec 
24, thieves had broken into several cars | 
parked near the church. 

The pastor, the late Father Pat Harpenau, 
knew one of the victims well. The parents 
had been his students at Bi Chatard 
High School. And with four little girls, they | 
barely made ends meet. | 
  

Westside Retirement Village 
Wishes You and Yours 

A Blessed Holiday Season and a 

Happy and Healthy New Year 

Westside Retirement Village 
8616 West 10th Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46234 

317-271-1020 

    
Odds of Winning 
You can’t experience the thrill of winning if you're not on 
the team 

That's why Park Tudor's athletic programs are designed 
for maximum student participation. Eight out of ten 
students participate in their choice of 12 sports at Park 

Tudor. There are 33 teams for Park Tudor’s nearly 400 
boys and girls in the middle school and high school 
athletic programs. And Park Tudor coaches are skilled 

leaders who stimulate competttive interaction while 

fostering the valuable lessons to be learned through 
athletic involvement 

Participation. It teaches the lifelong values of 

camaraderie and cooperation; leadership and discipline; 
commitment and victory; and even defeat. The odds of 
winning are higher at Park Tudor 

RF ToboR 
PARK TUDOR SCHOOL, 7200 North College Avenue. P.O. Box 40488, Indianapolis. IN 46240-0488 

317/254-2700 

    

    

  

  

     

  

much money to spend on gifts anyway 
But the Cabbage Patch Doll, long extinct 
from toy store shelves, would be impossi- 
ble to replace. 

Father Pat, because he was pastor, 

somehow felt responsible. He was so 
sensitive, and it was all I could do to console 
him. 

It seemed so out of place, but vindic- 
tive thoughts about the robbers plagued 
my thoughts, even during the rest of the 
Christmas Masses. More than once, | 
tempted to ask the porcelain Christ Child 
how he could have let this happen! 

Without details, we added this victimized 
family to our list of petitions during each 
liturgy. 

After the last Mass, the telephone rang. It 
was the priest-chaplain of a nearby hospital, 
just calling to wish the residents of St 
Michael rectory a “Merry Christmas.” 

He also had a strange question to 
“People give me all kinds of gifts,” 
explained, “One of the nurses even gave me 
a Cabbage Patch Doll! Can you imagine? 
Why would she give me a doll? Do you guys 
know of anyone who could use it?” 

The film “Miracle on 34th Street” is a 
wonderful fantasy. Even more wonderful is 
the “Miracle on West 30th Street” that 
occurred that memorable Christmas. 

(Father Joseph Schaedel is the vicar general of 

the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.) 
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Christmas is story 
of ‘greatest truth’ 
= by Sharon O'Connor 

There really isn’t just one Christmas that 
stands out in my mind as being so very 
special. 

Oh, sure, the childhood memories are 
there: 

e the year I was 5 and was determined to 
stay up and wait for Santa when a rumbling 
“Ho ho ho!” sent me scurrying off to bed, 
kicking my shoes aside and hopping in to 
bury my head beneath the covers; 

e the Christmas morning a few years 
later when I awoke to a blanket of new 
snow and discovered sleigh tracks and 

tiny hoof prints leading from the front 
porch and around the house to suddenly 
vanish like magical reindeer taking off 
into the night; 

the Christmas my two younger brothers 
and I spent almost the entire day watching 
three little metal wind-up cars go ‘round and 
‘round a metal track, lost in a children’s 

world of make-believe; 
© the bubble lights twinkling among, the 

needles of a cedar tree; 

* eating homemade chocolate pie; 
© the crackling of logs in the fireplace as 

shadows danced around a golden room 
But these events happened a lifetime ago 

and, while pleasant to recall, do not clearly 
illumine the specialness ot Christmas. 

And there are the seasonal experiences 
here and now 

¢ lighting the Advent candles; 

« reminding my own children that Jesus 
received three gifts and so shall they; 

@ the cookie baking; 
« sharing Christmas stories and poems; 

  

watching all the traditional movies; 
¢ the smell of church at Midnight Mass; 
© all the special times spent together. 
These experiences don’t completely ex- 

emplify what Christmas is to me. Instead, 
perhaps Christmas becomes special not in all 
of my “doing” but just in my “being,” 
during those quiet interludes when I take 
time to touch the person deep within myself. 

In those times, Christmas becomes a 
kaleidoscope of all the colors, sights, 
sounds, smells, voices and smiling faces 
from Christmases past swirling about in 
my brain, making me aware of, and 
reaffirming my belief in, the greatest 
religious truth of them all—that Jesus 
was born to die just for me. 

And the revelation of that joy is why 
Christmas may come on the hottest day in 
July when I pop a tape of Christmas songs 
into the tape player and contemplate that 
most miracle of miracles while wiping the 
tears from my eyes. 

A special Christmas? Every Christmas! 
Thank you, God, for loving me! 

(Sharon O'Connor is a member of St. Rose 

Parish in Knightstown.) 
  

Faithful pay homage 
at Hoosier nativity 
iy Shirley Hentrup a 

Our family’s favorite Christmas story is 
ongoing. It haj is every year on the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving and _ lasts 
through Epiphany. 

Four years ago, our son, Paul, and his 
wife, Betty, decided to set up a life-sized 
nativity in their bam, which sits beside a 
rural highway in southern Indiana. 

The whole family gathers to build figures 

made of 2 x 4s, padiling, hot glue, wire, and 
“what have you.” A’ favorite doll was 
sacrificed to be Baby Jesus. 

Each year something new is added 
First, three kings were added, then a 
camel (which even the grandchildren 
helped construct of paper mache), and 
this year two lambs are in the plans. The 
figures are getting new wardrobes which 
are being sewn by Betty and two of our 
daughters 

Two years ago, something, special hap- 
pened that touched us all. On Christmas Eve 
it snowed, and early on Christmas morning 
Betty went out to take pictures of the nativity 
before there were tracks in the snow. She 
decided to step into the scene to take a 
photograph of the crib with snow on it and, 
there, in the crib, were three huge red roses. 
We each had our own thoughts about who 

and why. 
Last year, a few days before Christmas, 

three red and three yellow roses were placed 
in the crib. I thought, “The person who was 
moved to place the roses there last year 
changed their plans a little.” 

But, lo, on Christmas morning, three huge 
red roses were there again. 

Many people make a pilgrimage to our 
nativity. I choose to call it a pilgrimage 
because it is out of the way for many. Our 
family tradition has become a tradition for 
many others. As the young daughter of a 
friend of my sister says, “We have to go see 
the nativity. That's our tradition!” 

(Shirley Hentrup is a member of St. Mary 
Parish in New Albany.) 

  

  CHRISTMAS ROSES—Each year roses appear in the life-sized nativity scene at a farm near 
New Albany. Visiting the handmade nativity scene alongside this rural southern Indiana 

road has become a holiday tradition for many people. (Photo by Shirley Hentrup) 
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Family finds perfect 
tree in Germany 
Ty Pils Bartotder 

We lived in Germany from 1974 until 
1978. My husband was stationed at two 
different Air Force military bases there. 
Sembach Air Base was located in the 
eter part of Germany and Hessisch- 

dendorf Air Base had been established in 
northern Germany. 

We had wonderful experiences living with 
a German family, the Barzlers, near Sembach, 
and while living there became acquainted with 
our wonderful German priest friend, Father 
Rinnert, who later came north to baptize our 
child at his first English Mass. 

We loved the Sembach area and had no 
desire to transfer elsewhere, but orders came 
for us to move to northern Germany. It was 
the first time Americans had moved into the 
area, and there were lots of homes needed 
for renting as the base was too small to 
accommodate all of the families moving in. 

My husband preceded us to Hessisch-Old- 

out that Frau Blume was renting her second 
floor. We moved in at 21 Damm Strasse in 

were among our new friends. 
Frau Blume had only one married son, 

who lived in another village. Her husband 
had died just six months earlier, so she took 
us under her wing. She always smiled, but 
didn’t know a word of English! We knew 
some phrases, and our conversa- 
tions with her in German really improved 
our speaking skills. Our children loved her, 
and she loved them. 

Frau Blume would let the children come 
into her home on the first floor. She cooked 
at a Gasthaus and whatever she catered to 
them she would always give a small portion 
to us to try. Everything she prepared—salat, 
tongue rague, kuchen, goulosh, rot kraut, 
fleisch—was delicious. 

Oma ) Bleibaum was her good 
friend, as was Frau Stolte, who lived across the 

thing about all these 

grandmothers for our 
! we'd ask Frau Blume to 

babysit—and she usually did—but if she 
was already busy she wouldn't tell us. She 
would simply ask Oma Bleibaum or Frau 
Stolte to help with the children instead. 

It was a few days before Christmas in 
1977. Frau Blume asked us to go out with her 
and Oma to get a Christmas tree. We loaded 
the children, both ladies, blankets, the ax and 
saw, everything we would need to get our 
tree, into our Volkswagen van. 

It was so cold and snowy, but so much 
fun! Off we went up away from the village to 
the forest. This was a real highlight, as when 
1 was growing up my family always went 
out to cut our Christmas tree. I was pleased 
that our children would be able to experience 
the same delight, only in the country of 
Germany where the people originated the 
tradition of the Christmas tree. 

Finally we got to a place in the forest 
where there were a lot of young pines. Frau 
Blume owned this part of the forest. We all 
got out of the van and went in different 

wonderful set of hildren! 7 

  

directions in search of the perfect tree. These 
trees were all so nicely shaped, so each 
searcher found just the right one. 

While we were busy searching for our 
Christmas tree, we discovered the most 
beautiful and perfect tree in all the world 
This tree had been decorated with tinsel, 
omaments, chocolate candy, glittery gold, 
candy canes, and ribbons, and was the most 
dazzling tree our eyes could behold. The 
children were enthralled! Only in a German 
forest could you find this! ~ 

Even Frau Blume and Oma Bleibaum 
were smiling as they saw the children’s 
delighted faces. What pleasure these two 
German women got out of seeing the 
wonderment on our children’s faces. God 
bless them. 

(Phyllis Burkholder is a member of St. Joseph 
Hill Parish in Sellersburg.) 

Cat takes liking 

to ill-fated tree 

by Rita Phillips 

  

  

times—then hurry outside to challenge friends   by Mary Ann Wyand) 

  

LET IT SNOW—When it snows, children grab coats and hats and mittens—eome- 
i in a snowball fight, build snowmen or 

snowwomen, and go sledding on the closest hill. The fluffy white stuff also helps put 
people in the mood for Christmas caroling and other seasonal outdoor activities. (Photo 

  

This is a story about a cat named 
Sylvester and an ill-fated Christmas tree. 

Sylvester was a very large black and 
white cat. He came to our house when he 
was just a kitten. He was left on our 
doorstep, half starved and very scared. 

Thave a child who loves cats and always 

took in any stray animal. Somehow they 
were always left at our house. 

Sylvester grew up to be a lovable but 
quite clumsy cat. I tried to insist that he stay 
outside, yet at night he managed to be inside 
and asleep on my child’s bed. 

Christmas was ing, and we had put 
up a fir tree decorated with pretty red and 
green ornaments. 

One night we were awakened by a 
strange noise. Sylvester was batting the balls 
off the tree, and he already had torn the 

ribbons off the presents. 
When we confronted him, he just stood 

there with his goofy look, as if to say, “I 
didn’t do it.” 

Sylvester was put outside after being told 
he had to stay out until after Christmas. He 
was gone for two days. My child was afraid 
something had happened to him, especially 
after a winter storm. 

That evening we heard a cry from the 
porch. It was Sylvester, He jumped into the 

», his paws covered with ice and snow. 
As he was doing a tap dance on the kitchen 
floor, trying to free himself of the ice, he must 
have spied the Christmas tree. He made a 
wild dash for it. 

Before we could blink, he had climbed 
up into the tree and ti it over. It 
crashed to the floor, with Sylvester in the 
middle of all the broken pieces of orna- 
ments. He looked at us as if to say, “I didn’t 
do it. Please don’t put me out.” 

That year we tied the tree to the wall. 
There weren’t many ornaments left on it. It 
seemed to me that Sylvester turned into a 
more arrogant and sophisticated cat that 
Christmas. He seemed content in the 
knowledge that—regardless of whether he 
had damaged the decorated tree—he got to 
stay inside the house after that. 

(Rita Phillips is a member of St. Meinrad 
Parish in St. Meinrad.) 

  

  
  
FROSTY—These members of the Sigma Chi fraternity at Butler University in 
Indianapolis stand back to admire their handiwork after completing an eight-foot-tall 
snowman in front of their fraternity house recently. Instead of the traditional black hat 
which made Frosty the Snowman famous, they opted for a red Sigma Chi derby. (Photo 
by Mary Ann Wyand)   
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Readers recall Christmas 
push-pedal toy car on the front porch. Of 

  

Grandpa plans 
special surprise surprise 
___by Joan M. Gutzwill M. ~___byJoan M. Gutzwiller 

My most memorable Christmas was in 
1975. At the time, we had one son who was 
3 years old. He was also the only grandchild 
Needless to say, all attention was focused on 
him at Christmas. 

Our family tradition was to spend 
Christmas Eve at my inlaws’ house, so we 
were enjoying the night’s festivities when 
the doorbell rang. It was late, and we 
weren't expecting any other visitors. 

As my son and I hurried to look out 
the window, we thought we heard sleigh 
bells. Then we saw a figure running from 
the front porch across the lawn. It was 
dark, but I thought I saw a red suit. 

We ran straight to the front door and 
opened it to find a yellow convertible 

ons it was just the right size for my son. 
His eyes were as big as saucers, and we 
couldn't get the pedal car inside the house 

Suddenly all the family members 
gathered around and listened excitedly to 
what had just happened outside. My son 
kept saying, ‘Santa here! Santa here!” 

As I looked around the room, 
Grandpa—or Paw Paw, as we called 
him—had the rosiest cheeks and seemed 

a little out of breath. 

1 also noticed that the sleigh bells which 

| quickly enough. 

| | 

| always hung on the fireplace were missing 
| from the mantel. 

This was a very special Christmas 
| because Paw Paw passed away the follow- 
| ing May. 

| ta 
j 

son, who is 22 now, still remembers 
that wonderful night, probably because we 
retell the story every year to keep this 
beautiful memory alive in our hearts. 

(Joan Gutzwiller is a member of St. Barnabas 
Parish in Indianapolis.) 

  

  

Holida Yy Greetings From 

COLUMBUS 
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CHARLES OLIVER, 
CERTIFIED OPTICIAN 

2475 Cottage, Columbus 
(612) 372-4117 

  

  

FIRST CHRISTMAS—Dressed in a little Santa suit, 2-month-old Matthew English of 

Holy Spirit Parish in Indianapolis gets his first look at Santa Claus during a special 
Breakfast With Santa program on Dec. 10 at the Indianapolis East Deanery parish. He 
is the son of Holy Spirit parishioners Jeff and Trish English of Indianapolis. (Photo by 
Mary Ann Wyand)     
  

entourage of VIPs burst in, carrying some- 
thing wrapped in furs, which’ when un- Grandpa Claus 
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wrapped proved to be a plump little girl in 
helps Santa Claus red velvet. She started pouting and ham- 

ming it up. 

by Lois A. Claus Gutzwiller “This is Sarah,” Jud One announced. by Lois A. Claus Gutzwiller “Ready to start, Be 

The Christmas season aren brought so Finger in mouth, Sarah shook plump 

much al curls. 

My mother, Martha a would alwa' “She's a little nervous. Let's give her time. 

crete unforgetable aromas by baking bowh Begin when you're ready, Sarah." 

German American goodies, and I can Twisting about, she said, ‘Webster 

still hear my husband, Paul, singing “O’ | sayze...” 
Tannenbaum” in German. “What's the rest, dear?” 

My father’s name was Emil Claus. Each 

Christmas new children would find his 
name in the tel book and call him, 
thinking he surely was the rea! Santa Claus. 

News traveled fast among the children 
who called him. He had an authentic accent 
since he was from the Alsace region of 
France, so he sounded like what t children 
thought the real Santa Claus sounded like 

He always made a point to include 
several “Ho! Ho! Ho's!” in every chat with 
the young callers, as well as asking if they 
had been good. Of course, they always were! 
He would end each call by saying, “Be sure 
to say your prayers and obey your mommy 
and daddy.” Each child would always 
respond, “I will, Santa!” 

I remember one time a little boy asked for 

a firetruck, so my father asked me to 
purchase one and mail it to the child. 

Later my father received a thank you 

letter from the child’s mother, who said her 

son truly must have spoken to the real Santa 
as she was not able to afford such a 
wonderful present 

Oh, if only those days could return! 1 
cherish the happy memories 

Grinding patent leather Mary Janes into 
the floor and poling her eyes, she began 
again, “Webster sayze . 

Repeating the scenario a few more times 

brought mutterings from the crowd. 
Judge Two whispered in Sarah‘s ear. 

Sizing up the unsmiling audience, she cut 
her act short and belted ons “Webster sayze 
to repair is to make as good as new.” 

The judges capped “We declare Sarah to 
be the winner. Agreed’ 

“Boo!” the departing crowd roared. 
Mom grumbled. “I could have baked five 

batches of cookies in the time we wasted 
here.” 

(Alice Dailey is a member of Little Flower 
Parish in Indianapolis.) 
eS 

|   
Santa’s helper 
assists poor man 

a by TI herese ‘Dailey 

  

  
About a year or so ago, I heard this 

homily during the Midnight Mass at my 
parish 

The person who told the story during 
the Christmas Eve liturgy was an eyewit- 

    
Barnabas Parish in Inc spats) 
eR TTS 

ness to it Contest cancels 2 
| woman. andoher young san were 

Christmas cookies | shopping at a department Yesore. When they 
| finished selecting their items and went to 

| De Alice Dailey _ 

| | | ! pay for them, they noticed a man who was 

shabbily dressed standing in front of them in 
the check-out line. 

| The woman heard the cashier tell the man 
| how much he owed for his purchase, and she 
| noticed that the man didn’t have enough 

| 

A contest for boys and girls promised 
“five dollars to the winner just in time for 
Christmas. You must memorize ‘Webster 

says, to repair is to make as good as new.’ Be 
here at 8 a.m. 

With eyes on the prize, my sister and I 
nagged Mom into taking us even though she 

had planned to do Christmas baking. 
Promptly at 8 o'clock, hordes of eager 

youngsters and parents showed u The 
judges were not so prompt. They stalled 
around and made telephone calls, so it was 9 
o'clock before proceedings began. 

Any entrant who flubbed a word or 
started over was eliminated. Those who had | 
triumphantly sailed through “Webster says” | 
fidgeted and sweated and w atched the clock 

money to pay for his gift. 
Without hesitating, the woman said to 

him, “Pardon me, sir. I think you dropped 
this on the floor.” 

In her hand was the rest of the money) that 
the man needed to pay for his pu 

Of course he hadn't dropped the money. 
But by the quiet way the woman addressed 
him and said what she did, she saved the 

poor man’s dignity and he was able to accept 
her generous offer of assistance. 

He probably feit that God surely does 
work in mysterious ways. 

This, for me, is a wonderful Christmas   
  

as it inched toward the deadline. The judges 
watched the door. 

Minutes before the time ran out, an 

memory 
(Therese Dailey is a member of Little Flower 

Parish in Indianapolis.)  
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claiming the spot with the bus sign as his 
home. 

I began feeding the dog some of the 
neighbors called Doc, and so did about 30 

others. Still, his distrust prevented us from 
getting close to him. With each visit, I would 
discover evidence of caring people. Many left 
bowls of dog food, water, blankets, bones and 
toys. I took Doc a cardboard box tu sleep in, 
and the next day saw that someone had 
flanked it with bales of straw to break the wind. 

Strangers, worried about the cold, called 
and offered money if [ would purchase a 
doghouse for Doc. I did, and placed it by the 
bus sign. 

Newspaper reporters wrote stories about 
Doc and a crew from a television station 
followed his plight. A national network even 
showed an interest in his dilemma. 

After six weeks, Doc was captured and 
taken to the dog pound. People in the New 
Albany community held their breath, hoping 
the little dog wasn’t put on Death Row. He 
wasn’t. Instead, he was put up for adoption. 
Numerous people offered to take him. One 
man, who fed Doc regularly during, his 
residence at the bus stop, was selected as his 
owner. 

I went to the pound to say goodbye to 
Doc. When I squatted down to his level, he 
licked my face. Chocked with emotion, I 
thought about how the misfortune of this 
little dog had touched so many lives. 
Strangers who came to feed him became 
friends and people are till talking about the 
little dog. 

I’m wondering if God didn’t send Doc to 

us to heal a town and sprinkle a little 
Christmas magic. I think he did. 

(Cynthia Schultz is a member of St. Mary 
Parish in New Albany.) 

Longtime friends 
share a nuity gift 

by Charles A. Withem | 

This Christmas tradition began in 1944 
vhen a very good friend, Bob, also a 
teen-ager with little spending money, looked 
for a gift to express his friendship. 

He found it in a vacation souvenir, a 
simple box labeled “From One Nut to 

Another.” 
I cherished it, but as I could not find a 

way to top it the next year, I returned it as my 
best expression of friendship. So began the | 
perpetual exchange of our Christmas tradi- | 
fon. 

Our friendship began in grade school, 
when we were altar boys. From that | 
beginning, Bob was always helpful. He 
introduced me to the Boy Scouts, athletics, a 
paper route, and dinners at his home. 

Even after he entered St. Meinrad 

Seminary, we kept in contact. It was at this 
time that the “Nut Box” (containing a silver 
{ollar and a peanut) exchange began. 

Time passed. Bob departed the seminary 
and we joined the military during the 
unsung Korean War; he in the Army, I in the 
Navy. Even that didn’t stop the Nut Box 
exchange; it went more than halfway around 
he world. After our years in the military, we 
served as each other's best man. 

For 50 years this box—still holding the 
by now gold-plated silver dollar and a | 
peanut—has been passed back and forth, | 
sometimes concealed in a Christmas gift | 
of fruitcake, in a stuffed angel, and even | 
sealed in a bottle of wine. 

This friendship and custom has brought 
joy and affection for five decades. My friend 
and brother in Christ, Robert A. Simon, and 
his wife, Jeanne, now live in Phoenix. My 
wife, Pat, and I love them and cherish this 

30-year tradition. 
(Charles Withem is a member of Little Flower 

Parish in Indianapolis.) 

  

  

Santa surprises 

  

My job as an assistant editor for The 
Criterion offers lots of interesting experiences. 
throughout the year 

| Each Christmas I have an opportunity Stray dog unites : 
to photograph Santa Claus, and I always 

1 4 | enjoy focusing the camera | th city at holidays | ae eae te ee 

| 

| | 

  

girls about their Christmas wishes. 
This year Santa Claus caught me by 

surprise! I was taking pictures at Holy 
Spirit Parish in Indianapolis on Dec. 10 

during their Breakfast With Santa pro- 
gram. 

Santa looked up and scrutinized me. 
“Hello, Santa,” I said. “Could I take a few 

pictures for The Criterion?” 
“Why, sure, Mary Ann,” he replied 
I was stunned to be recognized after 

all these years, but not half as shocked as 
the 3-year-old girl who was next in line to 
talk with Santa. She looked up at me with 
wide eyes and open mouth, curious about 
how Santa knew my name. 

“Why, Santa!” I replied. “How nice of 
you to remember me after all these years!” 

Then I leaned over to the surprised child 

and assured her that, “Santa remembers all 
the good little boys and girls!” 

(Mary Ann Wyand is a member of St. 

Thomas Aquinas Parish in Indianapolis.) 

by Cynthia Schultz 

Our river town was spinning in turmoil 
last Christmas season. 

The riverboat gambling issue had come to 
town and was a hotbed of discussion. Letters 
to the editor flooded the local newspaper 
office as citizens—pro and con—took a 
stand. We were caught in a web of discontent 

as Christ’s birthday approached. 
Then all eyes shifted to Scribner Drive, 

and hearts began to melt. A straggly, stray | 
mutt the color of an apricot sat for days near 
a bus sign watching cars pass as if he were 
waiting for someone. But no one came. At 
night, his pitiful howl alerted nearby 
neighbors to his loneliness 

He might have been pretty if it weren't for 
the grease that stained his matted fur as a 
result of sleeping under cars. The Benji 
look-alike had been on the run for weeks, 
evading capture by the dog warden and 

  

  

  

HOLIDAY PALS—Snow White makes friends with Donald Duck and Daisy Duck 
/ | before a holiday performance on Dec. 10 presented by Danc’n’time at Holy Spirit Parish 
: in Indianapolis. These cartoon characters are really Stephanie Lee, a student at Mount 

Comfort Elementary School, as Snow White, Our Lady of Lourdes eighth-grader 
| Jennifer Walker as Donald Duck, and Ashley Chandler, also from Mount Comfort, as 
_ | Daisy Duck. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)     
  

  

       wt 
;* 

CORNY GIFT—Sure it’s a comy gift, but who's complaining when it tastes so good? 
This squirrel lives on the scenic inds of Our Lady of Grace Monastery at Beech 
Grove. And with snow covering the ground, the squirrel certainly isn’t going to tum 
down a tasty snack from the Benedictine sisters to help survive the rigors of a Hoosier 
winter, Perhaps the groundhog will predict an early spring. (Photo by Benedictine 

| Sister Mary Luke Jones)     
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Blessed 

Christmas 
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Holy Family Society of U.S.A. 
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Best wishes from the Sisters of Providence 

of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana 
—ministering among the people of Indiana since 1840.   
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Readers remember family 
times from years past 
Family Christmas | 
includes surprise | 
tro CRT | ry Ginna Baumgart 

  

Our sister, Rean, wanted to make a 
surprise Christmas visit. Distance and 
obligations had prevented her family 
from participating in five years of the 
traditional family gatherings at mom and 
dad's house on Christmas Eve. 

In anticipation of her surprise visit, I 
wrote this poem. On Christmas Eve, as 16 
unsuspecting family members gathered in 
mom and dad’s living room, I read it aloud: 

It’s Christmas Eve. Love draws us near 
to laugh and have some fun, 

With mom and dad, the girls and boys, 
Aunt Joey and Dot, the nun. 

We'll eat good treats and drink a toast 
to good times that we've had. 
Wess bee oe 
of magic made by mom and dad. 

We'll open gifts from ‘neath the tree, 
from boxes small and large. 
We'll all be glad for what we have, 
and most of all for dad and “Sarge.” 

You've taught a truth since we 
were small, 

that Yuletide has no price 
Unless we open hearts and minds 

to Our Little Savior Christ. 

The Little Child was far from home 
the night he came to save. 

And surely this evening you're thinking   of Rean, Amanda, Steve and Dave. 

So practice now what you have shared. 
Think special thoughts this day. 

Dry your tears and close your eyes, 
your wish will come your way 

Tears, hugs and kisses were plentiful as 
the sound of the front door opening brought 
a wish come true—Christmas with the entire 
family. 

God gave us a beautiful family to enjoy, 
and we realize his hand was very present in 
this celebration. 

What we didn’t know when this great 
surprise was planned was that God was 
going to call dad to his eternal rest in May of 
this year. We will forever look back to this 
special Christmas of togetherness as a special 
gift from God to all of us. 

(Ginna Baumgart is a member of St. Mary 
Parish in Lanesville.) 

  

  

  

NASHVILLE CHRISTMAS—Snow blankets St. Agnes Church near Nashville and 
gives the scenic log cabin style structure a rustic look in winter. (Photo by Benedictine 
Sister Mildred Wannemuehler, the pastoral associate at the Nashville parish and a 
member of Our Lady of Grace Monastery in Beech Grove)     

  the family cat gave away the How long did he—and does he—wait to 
Famil enio’ S sete hiding place in the of a closet by discovered? 

'Y y yi meowing in front of us. Does he want to explode with his 

holiday games Our 8-year-old ees remained hid- presence, but instead waits patiently for us to 
den the longest, scrunched in a cedar chest discover him once more in a little manger or 
underneath sweaters! in the arms of Mary in a creche? 

bee Does he delight in knowing that our by Betty Moebs My fondest , however, in: finding him is pure joy? 

Some years ago, the restaurant where 
my son worked during the holidays 
closed on Christmas, so for once we could 
have a leisurely dinner and open presents 
one at a time. 

After grandma and grandpa left, we 
looked for something to do as a family. 
Television was not an option. 

The game “Hide and Go Seek” got the 
most votes, and off went all seven of us in 
different directions.   

volved my hiding place in an attic nook. 
I squeezed behind boxes along the back 
of a long closet wall and held my breath 
each time someone opened the closet 
door. 

Even using a flashlight, the person 
who was “it” did not find me. When my 
teeth started chattering, I began to toy 
with the idea of making enough noise to 
be discovered. 

Then it came to me! Perhaps, just 
perhaps, this was a kind of Advent for Jesus. 

| 
| 

| 
| 

I was finally found and eventually got 
warm, but the questions stayed with me for 

ys. 
There's still magic in the memory of our 

apiiite beings treborn ithe fen of auayine 

Since that day, each year during Advent I 
recall that evening long ago when, in the 
quiet and cold, I found Jesus on the barren 
wood floor of an upstairs hideaway. 

(Betty Moebs is a member of St. Roch Parish 

in Indianapolis.) 
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Baby makes holiday 
even more special 

  

It was bedtime. I rocked our baby, Anna, 
in her dark room for a while and she 
snuggled in, ready to nurse and “go 
night-night.” | 

A soft glow caught my eye, and through | 
Anna’s window I saw that our neig bors 
had put up Christmas decorations. As I | 
looked at the pretty white lights, I was filled | 
with a warm, familiar feeling. Ahhh, yes! | 
The Christmas lights in front of the hospital 
had glowed outside my window and 
illuminated my room after I gave birth to 
Anna last December. I had never been in a 
hospital before and was so nervous about it, 
but those lights helped calm me and gave me 
a 

In the dark stillness of Anna’s bedroom, | 
let my mind wander and suddenly I was 
back in the hospital, being wheeled into my 
room after my unexpected caesarian section. 
1 was groggy and exhausted after the 
surgical delivery, but was so happy to see 
my husband, Jeff, a new daddy, holding our 
brand new baby girl. 

When they whisked Anna away after 
her first appearance outside my womb, 
daddy got to go with her. While I was 
being cared for, he got to hold her and 
talk to her and get to know her for a 
while. He said it was a magical time. 

Over the next few days, when the 
nurses would bring Anna to me, I would 
hold my tiny newborn and think about 
my and dreams for her as well as 
my many fears. And often those thoughts 
would turn into prayers. 

I prayed that God would hold her in 
the palm of his hand and keep her safe 
from harm. There is so much violence in 
the world today, and so many people 
have no respect for other people’ s lives. 
When I allow a moe to dwell on it, it’s   overwhelmingly frightening. 

I prayed for the strength and wisdom 
and patience to be a good mother. Here 
was this helpless little person, counting 
on me for everything. 

“Please, Go rayed, 
how to care for he 

I prayed that Anna would grow up 
feeling good about herself—no matter what 
anyone else thought-—and know that she is a 
good person worthy of love. 

I prayed that Anna would trust her 
instincts and not be afraid to speak up when 
things didn’t seem right. 

I prayed that when tough issues like 
drugs and drinking and sex came up, Anna 
would know she could come to us. 

I cringed when I thought about how my 
father must have felt when his baby girl went 
out with her chosen dates. 

“Please, Lord,” I prayed. “Let Anna use 
good judgment when choosing friends. And 
Lord, please don’t let me go crazy with 
Hiei over keeping her safe and secure. I 
know she'll need space to make her own 
mistakes so she can learn about life herself.” 

During those days in the hospital, my 
husband patiently listened to my worries, 
then kindly brought me back to earth. He 
reminded me that we weren’t being handed 
a teen-ager. Anna was only a day old! The 
three of us would learn together, day by day, 
little by little. With the Lord’s help, we 
would do the best we could. 

Anna stirred, and my 
to the present. looked down at my little 
angel, who by then was sleeping peacefully 
in my arms, and I thought about how happy 
1 am since she has joined us. I had thought 
our life together as a coupie was great, but 
since Anna’s arrival our lives as parents 
haven't been the same. Thank God! 

I gave Anna a hug before I laid her in her 
crib, and tears welled up in my eyes when 
she snuggled into my shoulder, so safe and 
secure, before I tucked her in for the night. 
Happy birthday, Anna. We're so glad you're 
here, and we sure do love you. 

(Sharon Mickel is a member of St. Mary 
Parish in North Vernon.) 

   

  

“let me know 

  

peel dosing nes bom Se   HOMILIST—Father James Wilmoth, pastor of St Michael Parish in Indianapolis, makes 
jis West Christmas 

eee cnictsie lkien 6 Cots cakes a nlass pay od 
thank the Lord for Christ’s birth. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand) 
   
       
  

are fun and joyful 
by Jo Budenz Braun 

My family always wore every Christmas 
with my parents, Henry and Mayme 
Budenz, who lived in St. Catherine of Sienna 
Parish in Indi 

My father, Leo Budenz, was the 
manager of the American Can Company 
in Indianapolis and his brother, Henry Jr., 
was the manager of the American Can 
Company located in Terre Haute. Our 
family and Uncle Henry’s family were 
both blessed with six children. 

Our two aunts, Kathryn and Mary, never 
married. Kathryn taught music and played 

| 

: Family gatherings 

we departed for our homes. 
AM toe ee se aia ee 

cing about the wonderful my times we 
shared through the years. Wes meetevery 
other year in Fort Wayne for the Buena 

. We are so grateful for the life God 
has allowed each one of us! 

(Jo Budenz Braun is a member of St. Michael 
Parish in Indianapolis.) 

  

  

Have a Blessed Christmas 

  

HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM 
St. Mary's Child Center, Inc. 
Testing for children of all ages with learning and behavior problems 

Pre-School for at-risk 3-5 year-olds. Summer School 
901 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. Indpis., IN 46202 635-1491 
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Our Best Wishes 

fora 

Merry Christmas 

anda 

Nappy New Year 

from 

Sherman House 
Restaurant & Inn 

35 S. Main Street, Batesville, IN 
1-800-445-4939 
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TOM oe 

FORD 
@17) 846-4241 (00) 423-4646 

KEYSTONE AT 96TH STREET 

Our Service Department 
Is Open All Day Saturday 
For Your Convenience 

      

    

  

   

   

Castleton Health Care Center 
7630 E. 86th St., Indianapolis, Indiana 46256 

24 HOURS 317. 
SE 
SKILLED - INTERMEDIATE — ALZHEIMER CARE 

+ Medicare/Medicaid Certified 

* Spacious Rooms with "Full Baths 
+ Castleton/Geist area 

Mary Glass Ruth Gilbert, R.N. 
Administrator Director of Nursing 

Jolene Patterson 
Admissions Director 

ELISE LSI AI RERISI SA 

Electric, Inc. 
Call 317-634-5886 
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= ail PERPETUAL FEDERAL 
| Savings & Loan 
I Gi Association 

“Serving Our Community 
Since 1894” 

+ SAVINGS ACCOUNTS, 
+ CHECKING ACCOUNTS 

+ CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
+ INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS 

+ CHRISTMAS CLUB ACCOUNTS 
+ DIRECT DEPOSIT 

+» MORTGAGE LOANS: 
+ EQUITY LOANS 

+ AUTO LOANS: 
+ STUDENT LOANS 

+ DRIVE-THRU 
+ DRIVE-UP ATM 

+ NIGHT DEPOSITORY 
+ SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES 

+ TRAVELERS CHECKS 
+ NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICE 

Mon-Thur 9:00-5:00 / Fri 9:C0-6:00 / Sat 9:00-Noon 

  

016 « Fax 812-537-1052 

  

Member FDIC     

Announcing 
Hospice Care 

° J 
Miller's 

Merry Manor 
1651 N. Campbell 

provided in affiliation 
with 

=, Vincent 

Hospice 

Families on the eastside of Indianapolis can 
now benefit from the additional assistance 
and support that hospice care can provide. 

For more information on hospice services, 
contact Beverly McIntosh at 357-8040.     
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Readers’ seasonal memories 

include family celebrations 
Holiday concert 
cheers relatives 

by Shirley Vogler Mei 

  

  
My sister and I credit her husband with 

some fine holiday fun at a time when we 
were under a great deal of stress from family 
problems. 

From our Belleville, Ill, hometown, 
John took Beverley and me to St. Louis 
Union Station. It was the Sunday before 
Christmas Eve—a day when most men 
would say “Bah! Humbug!” and avoid 
such mammoth crowds. On the way, he 
announced we would hear a special 
choral program. 

Because of severe cold, the normally 
outdoor event was held in the station's 

Grand Hall. Choirs sang from balconies: 
voices rejoiced with diverse tones and 
rhythms. A cheerful audience revealed 
solemn tears when everyone joined 
voices for the ‘Hallelujah Chorus” of 

Handel's “Messiah.” 

Nearby, a Toys for Children ginger- 
bread-and-candy house called attention 
to another purpose of this program—to 
accept contributions for needy young- 
sters. To the tune of “I’m Dreaming of a 
White Christmas,” a small boy frolicked 

  

in the artificial snow around that house. 
He sprinkled it around to simulate 

flurries. He tossed it onto poinsettias and 
then on the floor, and he pretended to 

skate. As the Salvation Army band 
played on, his concentrated joy was 
infectious. 

A few days later, we headed for St 
Louis again to browse and enjoy the 

decor of the season and to stop for lunch 
My sister, her daughter, and I were 
dressed in Mickey Mouse shirts, complete 
with long tails. As we shed our coats, a 
table of holiday celebrants pointed and 

not be permitted to sit at our mouse trio 
table, since he wasn’t wearing the same 
shirt. 

Our laughter 
4 h 

  

  

  

BEARY CHRISTMAS—This family of bears greets visitors to The Children’s Museum 
in Indianapolis, where a variety of seasonal activities will interest and entertain people 
of all ages. The Jolly Bears live in Jolly Town, a storybook village featuring hundreds 
of animated toy bears observing traditional holiday customs from around the world. 
(Photo courtesy of The Children’s Museum)   
  

lunch, especially when we joined the other 
group in flubbing through “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas.” 

John chose activities he knew we would 
enjoy the most. He bucked the crowds and 
succeeded in creating happy moments and 
memories at a time of family crisis, when it 
would have been easier to succumb to 

glumness or depression. 
He was helping us to be happy! Isn’t that 

Christ's goal, too? 
(Shirley Vogler Meister is a member of Christ 

the King Parish in Indianapolis.) 

| chuckled. Someone suggested that John 

| 
| 
| 
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MORE THAN A HOME. 

New Beginnings! 
2500 Churchman Avenue 

(317) 787-3412 

  

  

We wish everyone 

a Blessed Christmas 

and Happy New Year! 

From 

the Board, staff 

and clients of 

St. Elizabeth’s   
  

The 

Altenheim Community 

MAL 

  

For informatior 

Christian Caregivers since 1910 

May the rich blessings 

of the Holiday Season 

be with you and yours 

all year through! 

Providing Independent Living, Assi. sted Living and Nursing Care 

3525 E. Hanna Avenue [i Indianapolis, Indiana 46237 

(317) 788-4261 
n on availability, contact the Admissions Coordinator 
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Bubbles brighten 
Christmas tree 

  

God has been good to me. I have seen 
Christmas through my eyes, the eyes of my 
five children, and now the eyes of my four 
grandchildren = 

Christmas has always been special for 
me, but the year I remember most fondly 
was long ago and far away. It was the 
Christmas of 1945. 

We lived in a bungalow. The living 

room had been two rooms at one time, 
but someone before us had taken out the 
partition and made it one big room. There 
was a fireplace at one end where my 
grandfather's dog and my cat slept side 
by side, unaware that they were sup- 
posed to be enemies. 

Our tree was live and the smell of pine 
permeated the house. The tree lights were 
large by today’s standards. Remember 
the old strings of bulb lights? When one 
light went out, the whole string of lights 
would go off! 

An only child at that time, I amused 
myself by playing alone quite often as there 
was no television for 

Our tree was already decorated in 
preparation for Christma » afternoon T 
was allowed to play inside with bubbles and 
a wand. The bubbles landed on the tree and 

looked so beautiful. 1 soon ran out of bubble 
solution, and went to my dad for help. He 
attempted to make his own solution out of 
shaving soap, but it didn’t work as well. I still 

remember how much fun we had trying to 
get his concoction to work with the bubble 
wand. 

I used to dream of that house, and 
thought one day I would visit my hometown 
again and ask the current residents if | could 
go through it once more. 

Several years ago, my husband and I 
visited my hometown and drove through 
my old neighborhood. We discovered that 
my childhood home had been torn down to 
make way for a modern building! 

I felt sad that the tamily house was gone, 
but I knew the memories of my home and 
that Christmas would live in my heart 
forever 

(Elizabeth Guthery is a member of St 

nce Parish in Indianapolis ) 
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Holy Cross years 
were fun, festive 

by Patrick Monaghan = 

When I think of a memorable Christmas, 

1 will always remember my childhood 

growing up in Holy Cross Parish on the 
near-eastside of Indianapolis. 

Our family lived in the Holy Cross 
neighborhood from the 1900s through the 
late 1960s, My father and mother owned a 
grocery store in the heart of the parish. My 
early recollections of my dad’s store include 
the fact that every boy who worked for dad 
went to Holy Cross School 

On Christmas Eve day, dad would order 
all the turkeys for his customers. In those 
days, all turkeys were fresh, not frozen. My 
dad would take my sister and brothers down 

  

to Barnett’s Poultry on South State Street to 
select the fresh turkeys for his customers. 

I will never forget how Mrs. Barnett 
would process the turkeys. After the turkeys 

were delivered on Christmas Eve, dad 

would close the store and my mother would 
prepare dinner for our family. My grand- 
mother and Aunt Helen, who lived next 

door, would join us at our house, for 

Christmas Eve dinner. 

We all would go to Midnight Mass at 
Holy Cross, where my dad and sister would 
sing in the choir and my brothers and I 
would assist the priest as servers. 

My mother always said that the sanctuary 

at Holy Cross was the most beautiful in the 
city! The altar and the floor were made of 
marble and the canopy was made of red 
velvet with a pure gold tabernacle door. 
There were large oriental rugs on the 
sanctuary floor, 

Father Spaulding, the pastor, and Sister 
Irene Marie, the school principal, made sure 
the servers and singers were well prepared 
for Midnight Mass 

I like to think about those days, and I 
regret the fact that my children could not 
relive my childhood years in Holy Cross 
Parish. 

(Patrick Monaghan is a member of St. Patrick 
Parish in Terre Haute.) 

Child’s recovery 
was blessed gift 

7 by Mary Jo Keegan 
  

The Sunday morning before Christmas in 
1958, our 2-year-old son Michael was 

seriously ill with tracheal bronchitis and was 
admitted to the old St. Vincent's Hospital on 
Fall Creek in Indianapolis. 

On Christmas Eve, my husband and I 

could visit our son only from 6:30 p.m. until 
730 p.m. We cradled our little boy this 
precious hour through a tent called a 
“croupette” as he continued to plead for us 

to release him from this enclosure. 
We had not bought a Christmas tree since 

the excitement of a small child was missing 
from our house. Near the hospital, trees were 
being sold from the front yard of a residence 
My husband stopped there and proceeded to 
tell me that a tree would symbolize our hope 
He was equally convincing that our 5- 
month-old son also would be delighted to 
see the brightly lit tree. We paid $1.50 for this 
special tree. It was rather pitiful, but became 
a thing of beauty for us as we trimmed it 

On Christmas morning, the doctor called 
to tell us our son was removed from that 
confining tent. What a beautiful Christmas 
gift this was! On Christmas night Michael 
ran to meet us for that magic hour we could 
spend with him 

We all learned much that Christmas of 
1958. Every Christmas since, as the Infant is 

placed in the manger, we pray first for sick 
children and those who love theni and then 

thank God for our sons whom we have been 
able to tell about our sad December days 
long ago that changed into the most 
beautiful Christmas of our lives. 

On Dec. 25, 1958, the Christ Child 

brought to our family, for the first time, the 
gift of healing as an outward sign of his great 
love for his people. 

(Mary Je nis a member of St. John 

Parish in Indianapolis. 
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Readers share joyful memories of eae holidays 
Christmas Eve miracle 

| protects son from injury 

  

Our most memorable and inspiring Christmas happened a 
few years ago on a bitter cold Christmas Eve. 

Our family had attended Christmas Eve Mass to hear our 

older children sing in the choir. 
When we arrived home that night, we found that the 

garage door had frozen to the pavement. My husband and our 
oldest son struggled to open the door. They pushed and 
shoved it as hard as they could, and finally the garage door 
opened suddenly. 

The impact caused the two of them to bump their heads. 
My husband grabbed his head and staggered into the house. 
I thought I saw my son follow him. 

When I started to drive the car into the garage, | felt a bump 
under the front wheel and I realized that my son had not gone 
into the house. He had fallen beneath the car! 

In shock, and thinking that the whee! was on top of him, I 
put the car in reverse and backed up. Then I saw my son get 
up and run into the house. At least I knew he was alive, but I 
thought he surely must have intemal injuries. 

I ran into the house after him, praying like I had never 
prayed before. My husband and son had both collapsed on a 

I asked my son where he was hurt, and he told me I had 
driven over his leg>—not once, but twice! 

Sure enough, there were two sets of tire tracks on his knees! 
Thad rolled the car over him, and when | put the transmission 
in reverse I ran back over 

We checked his legs roughly, and there was not a 
scratch on his body. Miraculously, he hadn’t been hurt in the 

accident! 
1, on the other hand, fell cumpletely apart! Instead of me 

consoling him, he ended up comforting me, assuring me that 
he was perfectly fine. 

After gathering my com re and say a prayer of outes eeeies af oom oy aos ees 
tree and open a gift to celebrate our Christmas Eve See 

(Carol Keller is a member of St. Jude Parish in Indianapolis.) 

Youthful altar server recalls 

memories of Midnight Mass 

  

by George Zimmer 

Do you remember your finest Christmas—that very special 
one that memory says was the best of all? 

Ido. 

It came at a time of great sadness, that Christmas of 1941 
Sadness of a nation that had just gone to war ...a sadness in 
the knowledge that many men would leave home to fight for 
their country halfway around the world, and some of our 
young parishioners would not retum. And so people tured 
to God for comfort. 

Attendance at the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass was 

expected to overflow the church capacity. As a seventh- 
grader at St. Catherine School in Indianapolis, 1 was 
honored to be chosen to join in the ceremony as a member 
of the servers’ procession. 
  

  
CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL—A large wreath 
decorates the reredos in the sanctuary at SS. Peter and 

Paul Cathedral in Indianapolis for the Advent and 
Christmas liturgies. The greenery and poinsettias are 

colorful additions to the white crucifix and statues of 

the saints. (Photo by Charles J. Schisla)     

Such excitement was evident as we met in our classroom at 

10:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve to garb ourselves in long white 
cassocks augmented by midriff sashes and shoulder capes of 
gold-trimmed white satin 

As midnight approached, Sisters Anita Mane and Mary 
Gilbert of the school faculty gave a final rapid inspection of the 
30 participants, lined us up in the oft-rehearsed processional 
column, and sent us off across the playground to enter the 
church from the west main entrance. 

At that point, Father James Downey, St. Catherine's pastor, 
and his assistants, Fathers Ronald Hostetter and Paul English, 
joined our group as ushers opened a path through the 
overflow crowd to permit our entry into the church. 

The magnificent voices of the boys’ choir greeted us as we 
traveled up the main aisle and through the opened 
communion rail gates to take our places at folding chairs 
which encircled the sanctuary. 

The three priests advanced to the foot of the altar steps and 
there began the celebration of a very special Solemn High 
Mass in the traditional Latin vernacular . .. a Mass that would 
continue until 1:30 a.m. 

What a feast for the senses! The choir sang the Latin 
responses to many of the prayers. Two of the choir members 
gave solo performances of the stirring “Ave Maria’ and “Panis 
Angelicus.”” Traditional Christmas carols punctuated the 
silinese as the celebrants said their silent prayers. 

The brilliantly-lit church left no shadows to dim the colors 
of vestments and flowers. Clouds of aromatic incense hung on 
the air as altar, priests and congregation were purified from 
the smoke of the censer as it swung toward them. 

Deprived of a normal sleep pattern and wom from the 
aftermath of excitement, many of the servers had begun tonad 
their fests ase cearey bay appronched its late stages. Elbows 
in the ribs bec correction as boys sought to 
awaken com) Fan ne found sleep inevitable. 

The anne petition was a prayer for world peace. It 
was quickly followed by our rapid exit down the aisle at a 
Pace quite in excess of our sedate entry. 

As I drifted off to sleep that early morning, I knew that I 
had been part of a very special ceremony—one that I might 
never see again. I felt that | would remember that night for the 
rest of my life. 

And so I have. 

(George Zimmer is a member of St. Jude Parish in Indianapolis.) 

  

SERENE—The grounds of the motherhouse of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg are cloaked in snow 

following a winter storm. The snowfall adds a serene 
look to the motherhouse (at right) and the Immaculate 
Conception Chapel behind the trees. (Photo courtesy of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg) 
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g Christmas Blessings to you and yours! ® 

JERRY OLLIER 
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

126 FITCH STREET 
BATESVILLE, INDIANA 

81 2-954-2773 
Naz life <_neaith + home - car + business “3 

    

FARIS MAILING 
INCORPORATED 
INTRODUCING OUR GIANT 
MAIL BOX TO HANDLE   THE GROWING NEEDS OF 
YOUR BUSINESS 

+ CHESHIRE ADDRESSING 
+ AUTOMATIC INSERTING 
+ EOP SERVICES 

ING 
+ PREMIUM FULFILLMENT 
* CO-OP MAILING 

236-6322 | 

    

Dyn Radd 
Pye’ 

535 $. ILLINOIS 
INDIANAPOLIS. 

  

     

    

  

KAREN L. CURTICE, M.A. 
¢ Individual ¢ Marriage * Family 

¢ Bereavement ¢ Chronic Illness 

317-848-2440 
10291 N. Meridian, Suite 225 

Indianapolis, IN 46290 

  

  

Ke CALDERON “> 
BROHERS 

_ VENDING 

Vending Machines on Profit Sharing Basis 
Management Service     9702 East 30th Street - indianapolis, Indiana - 317-699-1234 

  

May The Spirit Of Christmas 
Bring You Peace 

And May Jesus Bring 
The Warmth Of Christmas 

  

From All Of Us At     1535 South 3rd St., Terre Haute, Ind. 

(812) 234-2621   PIP paintinc       

  

GREENFIELD 
BEVERAGE 

ROUTE 3, BOX 10 
GREENFIELD, INDIANA 

462-2818     
SUBURBAN MONUMENTS a 

3341 W. U.S. 40, Greenfield, Indiana 
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Saturday by Appointment 10 a.m-1 p.m 

Call 317-462-4438 
The buying of a family memorial is an 

important decision. 

We invite you into the comfort of our showroom 
as you make your personal selection. 

  

  

Happy Holidays 
When You Need To Know Ask A Pro! 

MARIEN 
PRO HARDWARE 

  

TOOLS & GLASS 
KEYS MADE RUST-OLEUM 

‘5 AND MINWAX PLUMBING HEATING PRODUCTS 
&ELECTRICAL GARDEN TOOLS 
SUPPLIES & SEEDS 

3604 Madison 
(317) 784-7551 Complete Sharpening Service       
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Readers relate holiday memories _ 
Mother's holiday desserts 
were gifts to treasure 

by RoseMarie Jackson 

  

Memories from the past come tumbling back as Christmas 
deaws near every year. 

When I was growing up, the week before Christmas was a 
most delightful experience. My mother loved to bake, and 
wonderful aromas permeated the house, tempting even the 
most jaded appetite. 

My biggest is that I never got her reci She didn’t 
write them oor hat stored them in her mena bank. By 
the time I was old enough to appreciate the treasures I had in 
my wonderful mother, I started to record some of her recipes. 
But I didn’t get them all written down before she died. 

Fortunately, I still remember how to make some of her 
desserts. There were nut cakes, cookies and fancy tarts. The 
apple streudel was my favorite, as I was allowed to help 
prepare it. I was just tall enough to see over the top of the table, 
$0 I had to kneel on a chair to do my part of the baking. 

After she peeled and sliced the apples, I sprinkled the 
raisins over them. She would put them in a bow! and pour just 
the right amount of water mixed with lemon juice over them, 
then stir in sugar. This Wis allowed Wo sel while she made the 
dough. She rolled it paper-thin the length of the table, some 

| ground: then watch him happ' 

hanging down over the sides. Then the apples were spread all 
over the dough and sprinkled with sugar and cinnamon. | 

Eagerly [ awaited my tum to toss the raisins onto the 
mixture. Of course Mama made sure they were distributed 
evenly, She then cut the dough down the middle, the length of | 
the table. Folding the dough over the applies, she brought the 
other side over and sealed it. She cut the two rolls the length 
of the cookie sheets before brushing them with melted butter 
and sprinkling them with more sugar and cinnamon. She 
baked them until they were brown and crisp. | 

When cool, the rolls of streudel were cut into serving | 
pieces. Of course Papa and I were the official tasters. I loved 
the nut cakes and shared them with a special animal friend. 

A beautiful, fat squirrel ranged the trees around our house, 
and I had patiently taught him to come down when I called 
him. Clucking my tongue a certain way, I made a sound like 
the chattering of my squirrel friend. I would take some of the 
sugar and nut filling out of my nut cake and put it on the 

levour it, chattering all the 
hile. Mama warmed me not to him from my hand, as he 

Was wild and might accidentally bite mel We were friends for 
a long time. 

Everyone who came to visit the week before Christmas 
was treated to some good eating, and always took home 
a sample of the goodies. Her Hungarian and German 
concoctions were very much appreciated, and we always 
had lots of holiday visitors. 

(RoseMarie Jackson is a member of St Rose Parish in 
Knightstown.) 

  

  

SNOW-COVERED—The scenic grounds of St. Mein- 
rad ate beautiful year-round, but seem especially 
serene when snow covers the gently sloping hills and 
historic buildings. (Photo courtesy of St. Meinrad) 

  

MARK A. KAHN, D.D.S. 
Dentistry for Infants, Children and Adolescents 

— 24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE — 

  6211 WEST 30, SUITE D, INDIANAPOLIS 289-0353 

; > HAMAKER one : 
PHARMACY 

4901 N. Pennsylvania 
Indianapolis ¢ 317-255-5436 

  

  

GRUNDY MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Oscar O. GRUNDY, FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

2357 Dr. Martin LUTHER KinG JR. ST., INDPLS. 46208 
PH. 925-2323 
  

  

LEBANON OAK FLOORING CO. 
“Distributors of Fine Flooring” 

= Blank Fring » TSG Booey «| Prefinished & Unfinished 
- + Laminated Blocks + Stair Treads & Acces. 

Tak Paper Al Powerces 

632-9007 or 632-7625 
3110 Roosevelt Ave. (2100 N - 3100 E) Indianapolis, indiana 
  

  

Gooch 
Funeral Home 

112 Howard Street 

Rockville, IN 47872 

317-569-0040 
Jeff Gooch — Funeral Director 

Locally Owned and Family Operated 
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From 
Daniel F. O'Riley Funeral Home 

6107 S. East Street (Hwy 31 South) 
317-787-8224 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 

  

  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
CROWN PAPER BOX DIV. 

OF THE 

TENAX CORPORATION 
1850 W. OLIVER « INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

632-7415 or 631-8708     

  
Family shares Christmas 
with orphans every year 
Saas aby Macarena Lamy 

The coming of Advent meant anticipation, happiness, 
dreams and, above all, preparedness. 

The house was cleaned and decorated, and the plum 
pudding, raisin bread, cookies, and candies were all baked 
and wrapped and placed on a pantry shelf. . 

Grandma Royse would open the cloth around the 
plum pudding each day and add a drop of whiskey, then 
carefully wrap it up again. 

loved ones. Whispered conversations halted abruptly if 

In our large family, the tree wasnot put up until Christmas 
Eve. The youngest of five children—with an older sister and 
three older brothers—I was a big girl before I was allowed to 
help with this awesome task. 

I went to bed early on Christmas Eve with visions of 
sugar plums dancing in my dreams. I awakened to the 
sound of bells, and I am sure I heard the pawing of each 
little reindeer hoof on the roof. 

We would all come down the stairway singing “Silent 
Night.” Papa and Mama would be standing below us 
near the most beautiful tree in the world. The lights were 
like stars. 

Santa Claus left his gifts unwrapped in front of the tree. Th 
mound of our family gifts, wrapped with care, surrounded the 
tree. We all gave presents to cach other, some homemade, and 
always given with love. 

Our family includes two grandmas, three aunts (my 
mother’s sisters), Uncle Alvin, father’s brother, and his wife, 
Aunt Laura. They did not have children, and always 

  

  

SSE 
Little & Sons 

Funeral Homes 
Serving Our Community Since 1927 

  
Memorial Chapel Colonial Chapel 
1301 Main St. 4901 E. Stop 11 Rd. 

Beech Grove, Ind. Indpls., Ind. 
317-786-1476 317-885-0330 

ep Bote. 
  

iy aioe iy aot 

; Greetings from 

Big Brothers 
317-925-9611     

lebrated the holidays with us. 
Uncle Alvin always said our house at Christmas 

looked like the basement of the Leader Store, which used 
to be located at Delaware and Washington streets in 
downtown Indianapolis. 

After we “oohed” and “aahed” over Santa's gifts, we 
would sit in a circle and open each gift from family members 
so everyone could enjoy them. Most of the family gifts were 
inexpensive and many were homemade, but all were 
appreciated very much. 

My father always made arrangements with a local 
orphanage to bring two children to spend Christmas with 
our family. After breakfast, he would drive to the 
orphanage to pick up the children and bring them to our 
home. Each child always received an entire new outfit, 

    

  

  

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM OUR CITIZENS OF TOMORROW 

9 a Kirutergurten 

Nursery, Kindergarten ages 3-6 (Summertime ages 3-10) 
Open Year Round. Cail us for low prices. 

Quality trained staff. 
Breakfast, Hot Lunch, Snacks, Playground. 

State Licensed. Interdenominational. 

923-9080 
3246 Sutherland « Indianapolis, Indiana     USED AMERICAN & FOREIGN AUTO PARTS| | 

FREE DELIVERY 

  

“WE MEET BY ACCIDENTe” 
TOLL FREE WITHIN INDIANA 1-800-553-1122 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 1-800-553-1122 

LOCAL CALLS 769-6111 FAX# 317-769-5557 
7060 S. indpis. Rad. Whitestown, iN 46075-9510     

  

from long und to an outer coat and a stocking cap, 
along with a toy and a book or two. 

We always shared a special cake for Jesus’ birthday. We 
would light one candle and sing “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 

I carried this practice to my kindergarten class each 
year, and many parents continued this birthday celebra- 
tion in their homes. 

Along with the usual senu of turkey or clu ken—the 
turkey had to be fresh because we didn’t have a ir-ezer—we 
always enjoyed mashed potatoes, giblet gravy, sweet 
potatoes, sometimes green beans, and always creamed onions 
and rutabagas. For dessert we shared the plum pudding with 
a lemon sauce poured warm over the steamed pudding. 

It was always a wonderful day. 

Much to my regret, I do not have the recipe for grandmas 
plum pudding, 

(Margaret Rouse Lawley is a member of Little Flower Parish in 
Indianapolis.) 
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Christmas offers invitation 

to return to life of church 

by Linda Short 
Sandy and I met only last November in a women’s support 

group. Shortly before Christmas, she admitted to me that 
Christmas was a very difficult time for her. 

It was the time of year when her mother had died, and all 
the families ing special Christmas liturgies reminded 
her of how alienated she felt from the Catholic Church since 
her divorce 20 years ago. She told me that since her divorce 
she thought she wasn’t welcome in the church. 

invited her to attend Christmas Day Mass with my family 
or—as I was assisting as a eucharistic minister at another Mass 
later that day—told her she could come during that liturgy 
and I personally would give her Communion. 

With tears in her eyes, she thanked me and said she would 
consider it. 

I didn’t hear from Sandy all week. That Friday I calle d her, 
but she wasn’t home. 

I didn’t hear from her, and she didn’t show up for "he 
earlier Mass | attended with my family. I wasn’t sure wheth» 
she would come later, but I hoped that she would. 

Later I retumed to the church for my second Mass on 
Christmas Day. We were about ready to begin the liturgy, and 
as I looked around the church I saw Sandy sitting in the last 
row as if she were trying to hide. 

We hugged and cried and held onto each other until the 
start of Mass. I told her where I would be standing and how 
she could get into my line. 

As I share the body of Christ, I look directly at each 
person who comes to me. I could sense the line getting 
shorter and shorter and felt Sandy wasn’t in line. Then, as 
the last person in line walked away, I saw a solitary 

furniture, and thanks to my mother there were curtains on all 
of the windows and rugs on the floors. 

My brothers and I played with that dollhouse for hours 
and hours that Christmas, and as time passed continued to 
play with it for years and years. It sat in my bedroom until I 
was 16 years old, when it was stored in the garage. 

My father, Francis Biemer, entered into everlasting life 
almost 10 years ago. Yet every year at Christmas time the 
memory of the dollhouse warms me and reminds me of my 
loving father, who cared enough to make my childhood 
dream come true. 

(Carol Biemer Crawford lives in Pittsburgh, Penn.) 

Child’s first words thrill 

family on Christmas 
by Agnes Book 

Our happiest Christmas was the year our 5-year-old 
daughter spoke her first words, ‘Go home!’ 

We were married one year to the day after my 
husband-to-be came home from spending four years overseas 
during World War Il. He asked me, “How many kids do you 
think we should or could take care of?” But we didn’t really 
think we would have one child for every day of the week and 
then another! The first four of our eight children were girls. 
They were beautiful, and I dressed them alike. I would get so 
upset when people asked, “Where are your boys?” Our next 
child was a boy! 

During the war I worked and lived in Louisville. I 
rented an apartment with two other girls, and on 
Saturday evenings after we got off work we would go to   

the Cathedral of the Assumption in Louisville and clean 
the church interior. 

Father Horrigan was there at the time, and Father Terease 
was there on occasion. Back then everyone said the rosary, and 
1 was led to believe that if you said a thousand “Hail Marys” 
on Mary’s feast day you would get anything you asked for. 1 
eck al lay ofl week and t the entire day there once, 
because the prayers had to be said devoutly and I wanted to 
do it right. After I finished my prayers I couldn't think of 
anything I really needed, so I said, “Just put this on hold, God. 
Someday I might need a favor.” 

Exactly 15 years later, on Dec. 8, we had a son at St. 
Edward's Hospital. Back then wouldn't let the fathers 
into the delivery room, so my h went to the hospital 
chapel to pray during my labor and delivery. When he came 
back from the chapel and they laid our son in my arms, my 
mind went back to that day 15 years ago when I had said the 
“Hail Marys” for a favor. 

I was so grateful to have a son, but the same year seven 
babies were bom in our area with handicaps and here I had 

healthy children. I said, “Dear Jesus, let me have the next one.” 

My next-born was Wilma, who was named after her 
Grandfather Book. She was born with her eyes closed and 
slept a lot, but after three operations she could see all right. She 
also came home from the hospital with a cast on her foot. We 
told our other children that she got her foot c: t in the 
of heaven. Later we acces that wine Guano 
wouldn't talk. 

Around her fifth birthday, we were invited to Christmas 
dinner at my husband’s sister's home. There is a long steep hill 
‘on the road to their house, and we had to back up twice 
because it was so slippery. Bamey asked, “What shall we do?” 

No one said a word. Then Wilma unexpectedly said, “Go 
home!” After five years, she had spoken her first words! We 
were all so excited that we went home—as she had 
suggested—and prepared a Christmas dinner of hot dogs! 

(Agnes Book is a member of St. John Parish at Starlight.) 

  

  figure in the back of the church slowly, almost hesi 
come down the aisle toward me. 

We couldn’t hold back the tears as we shared Christ. If only 
someone had told Sandy many years earlier that he is always 
approachable, waiting for reconciliation with loving and open 
arms! 

(Linda Short is a member of St. Luke Parish in Indianapolis.) 
  

Daughter remembers 
father’s gift of dollhouse 

by Carol Biemer Craw}    
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It has been 50 years since that fourth w. ter of World 

War Il. My family lived on the eastside of Indianapolis, in 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, in a neighborhood neither 
rich nor poor. 

1 was a child of 4 and wanted only one thing for 
Christmas—a dollhouse. 

What were my parents to do? I was told not to get my 
hopes up. Times were hard for everyone, and my family was 
no exception. Still, I hoped. 

I remember sitting on the basement stairs with my brothers, 
watching my father begin to build something. This project was 
soon moved to the garage, and I quickly forgot about it. 

When Christmas morning came, I was only halfway down 
the stairs when I saw it. My heart just filled with excitement 
and joy. The dollhouse my father had made for me was the 
most lovely house I had ever seen, and in my memory itis still 
the most amazing and beautiful dollhouse ever made. 

He used wood for the structure itself. It had doors with 
hinges and little doorknobs, even for the closets. It had stairs 

just inside the front door, and real lights in each room. They 
were Christmas tree lights! My aunt made some of the 
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Readers share cherished Christmas memories 

Voyage symbolizes 
gift of homecoming 

by Don Critchlow 

I am still unwrapping one Christmas 
memory, which I turn over and over in my 
mind. I keep trying to find more of its 
layered meanings, just as one rotates a jewel 
in the hand, hoping to catch the light in its 
myriad facets. 

Ithappened one day in late November, as 
my family sailed into Boston. As we 
approached the city from the water, the 
angles of sea gulls’ wings overhead framed 
the coastal range. The snowy mountains 
were white and iridescent as feathers, the 
nearby islands timbered with evergreen. 

Over the scene a rare sun (we had not 
seen it in a week) poured its melted copper 
into the harbor. Glimpsing mountain 
range, its massive shoulders wreathed with 
a misty, pink shawl, we understood why 
Native Americans had thought it a dwelling 
place of the gods. 

Reaching our hotel on the pier was 
another beautiful surprise. The Edgewater 
was a country inn on the waterfront. Its 
windows framed the port, fires blazed in the 
lobby, and Christmas decorations 

first we had seen that year. 

A prodigal loping of grape vines and 
crimson ribbons created a country ambiance. 
The effect was echoed in hand-carved pine 
furniture, chairs covered in red and 
green plaid, and brass bowls filled with 
apples and the pervasive scent of orchards. 

Our room overlooked the sound, glisten- 
ing with the last rays of reflected sunset. A   

splendid meal and uninterrupted sleep 
completed a deeply satisfying evening, 

I finally decided that this voyage and its 
end was a Christmas symbol. The totally 
unexpected combination of scenery and the 
lovely inn was unearned, pure gift. It lives in 
my memory as a metaphor for our journey to 
God, the coming into port, a coming home. 

That experience in New England taught 
me the truth of author Anthony Padavano’s 
words, “The greatest of all gifts to give 
another is home and the most surprising of 
all gifts to receive is homecoming.” 

(Don Critchlow is a member of St. Joan of Arc 
Parish in Indianapolis.) 

  

Three generations 
cherish nativity set 

by Alma Hofmann 

Sixty-five years ago, I purchased a 
nativity set at Woolworth’s 5 and 10 Store 
for $1.98. 

Besides all the figures, it came with a 
stable and even an angel. 

When my sons Charles, Thomas and 
David arrived, I let them play with the 
nativity set each year. 

Their greatest delight was rearranging 
the figures. When they had finished, | was 
inv ited to see their artwork. 

One year, as the manger set was packed 
away, | noticed that the figures were starting 
to look pretty sad and wom. 

I purchased another nativity set, but 
decided to keep the old one too. 

To my surprise, after my oldest son, 

  

      CATHEDRAL NATIVITY—SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral parishioners erect a large nativity 
scene each year to mark the birth of Christ. Setting up the nativity has become a Christmas 
tradition for members of the Indianapolis parish. (Photo by Charles J. Schisla)   
  

Charles, got married he asked if I still had the 

old nativity set and, if so, could he have it. 
Once again, as sad as it looked, my $1.98 

Mike grew up and got married and asked to 
have the nativity set for his own home. 

My dilapidated nativity set now sits on 
my grandson's fireplace mantel. 

‘The stable stood up well under all of the 
handling over the years, but the little donkey   

missing, 
straw so they r to be lying down. 

In spite of te age and condition of this 
old and well-wom nativity set, I was 
surprised to notice recently that the baby 
Jesus is still smiling. 

I wonder why. 
(Alma Hofmann is a member of Little Flower 

Parish in Indianapolis.) 
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Readers share Christmas poetry 
Christmas 

On this night in a fr off land 

the stillness of the night air is broken 

by the sound of a baby crying, 

It is that sharp, sudden cry, 

made only by newborn babes, 
unmistakable, and distinct. 

The sound pierces the air 
and carries into the heavens, 
setting off a chorus of angelic songs. 

Inside the stable from which the cry arose, 
anew mother and her husband 
marvel at the beauty of the newborn babe. 

It is impossible for them to speak at the moment, 
because they know they have witnessed 
something no other human being has ever heard. 

They know that they have just heard 
the first whimpering sounds 
of God, become man. 

by Jon R. Myers 
(Jon Myers is a member of St. Gabriel Parish in Indianapolis.) 

Nativity 
This sacred moment 

| When heaven descends to earth, 

Souls sing in rapture 
Ata mystical rebirth. 

Son of God, he comes, 

| The Lord of all creation; 
| At this moment sent to be 

| The key to our salvation. 

| Angels hover near 
As Spirit comes to bestow 
The greatest gift, while earthbound, 
We mortals shall ever know. 

by Arlene Locke 
(Arlene Locke is a member of St. Christopher Parish in 

Indianapolis.) 

| 

| 
| 

| | 
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Special education students 
learn about joys of giving 

by Sr. Mary Patrick Lenges, OSB 

Our Christmas party was like none other. Since we had but 
one girl and seven boys in the special education class, I feared 
the result in drawing names! Therefore, the children were told 
to bring a present that either a boy or girl would enjoy and that 
we could put into a grab bag for a gift drawing. 

When the children asked for suggestions about what to 
buy, I told them to get something that they themselves would 
be happy to receive as a gift. 

Ronnie did just that. He was so fond of the article he 
had selected that he begged to be allowed to keep it! This 
confused the issue, and more or less defeated the purpose 
of giving gifts at all. However, after several pleas, which 
I answered in an evasive manner, I finally said, ‘Well, 

Ronnie, if you really want to keep it, OK, but then you 
won't get a surprise gift.” This changed the boy’s mind, 
and he decided in favor of surrendering his present for 
the sake of a surprise gift. 

On the party day, the wrapped gifts were placed on the 
table. Each child had been careful not to let the other children 
see which present he or she brought to the gift exchange. 

I made two sets of numbers, one through eight, then placed 
a number on each package. I shuffled and shuffled the second 
set of numbers, then let each child draw a slip of paper. Then 
we double-checked to make sure no one had the number that 
matched the number on the present he or she had brought to 
the party. Having such a small group, we had to draw several 
times until no one had his or her own . Then each child 
stepped up in numerical order to claim the designated gift. It 
was very exciting, and the children were thrilled. 

As the children uniwrepped the gifts, they thanked each 
other for the presents. This part of the gift exchange had been 
practiced ahead of time. Werte etna hepa wee 
off, the children started swapping items. Some presents 
changed hands over and over. Rood canis next. The children 
seemed to enjoy this part of the party most of all. Suddenly I 
noticed that trouble was brewing between two boys. 

“Sister, something is the matter with Steve,” one of the 
children explained. I hastened to see what the trouble mien 
be. A storm cloud was gathering on Steven's face. 
stood beside him, holding tight to a toy pistol. 

“He ought to be satisfied,” Ronnie claimed. “I gave him 
two things for one. Ain’t that a good deal? Oughtn’t he be 
satisfied when I traded two things for one?” 

  

| 
| 
| 

| 
| 

|   
One look at Steve's face proved that he wasn’t satisfied, so | 

Lasked, “Steven, why did you agree to the trade?” 
Two big tears rolled down his chubby cheeks as he shook 

his head. After a good deal of explaining, Ronnie was made to 
see that both parties have to agree to make a trade. 

One afternoon, after the holidays, we were studying a 
reading lesson. Several boys were having a hard time keeping 
their minds on the task at hand. 

“We will not take our break until we finish this lesson,” I 
announced firmly. When the clock pointed to 2 p.m., I kept 
right on with the lesson. But Jim got up and put on his coat 

“Where do you think you are going?’ I asked. “Did you 
hear me say that we would finish this lesson first, and then 
take our break?” 

“Yes, [heard you,” Jim replied, “but I didn’t agree to it so 
it doesn’t count. Remember what you said about both having 
to agree?” 

With that, Jim started for the door. I blocked his path. 
Everyone got down to work then, and in a few minutes we 
were able to take our midafternoon break—with overtime— 
because the teacher needed it just as much as the children! 

(Benedictine Sister Mary Patrick Lenges is a member of the 
Benedictine community at Our Lady of Grace Monastery in 
Beech Grove.) 
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Readers compose seasonal poetry 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

lused to know 

So long ago 
Just what Christmas meant 

We heard the chimes 

And sang the rhymes 
That Christ was heaven-sent 

Now it seems 

Christmas means 
We only count the cost, 
And in these days 
In many ways 
The meaning just got lost 

We're so intent 
On what we've spent 
And presents that we buy, 
We ring the bells 
And sing “Noels’” 
And we've forgotten why 

Istill yearn 
To just retum 
Where we celebrate his birth, 

To simpler days 
When Christmas plays 

Spoke of peace to men on earth 

When bells would ring 
And children sing 
The simple carol’s story 
And we gota lift 
From the precious gift 
Of Christ in all his glory 

This, | want to shout, 
Is what it’s about— 
The birth of Christ our king. 
Forget the trappings 
Of gifts and wrappings 
And with the angels sing, 

by Toni Jordan 
(Toni Jordan resides in Indianapolis.) 
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CHRISTMAS STAMP—The United States Postal 
Service is selling this stamp featuring Elisabetta 
Sirani‘s “Virgin and Child,” painted in 1663, during the 

1994 Christmas season. With the exception of 1977, 
stamps showing the Madonna and Child have been 
issued each year since 1966. The stamp also commemo- 
rates the National Museum of Women in the Arts. 
Christmas cards featuring Mary and Baby Jesus 
together or the nativity also are among the most popular 
selections for holiday greetings. A recent national 
survey conducted by a Marian scholar indicated that 
most Americans prefer artwork of the Madonna and 
Child rather than other artistic depictions of Mary. 

(CNS photo courtesy of the U.S. Postal Service) 

Advent 
A time to prepare. . . A time of sharing 
Not glitter and glamour, the kind in the stores. 
But cookies with sparkles and trees that glimmer 
From outside... as you pass through the snow 

  

      
It’s a time for forgiving those who have hurt us, 
And admitting the times we were at fault 

Coming to gps with truth because it will free us 
Reaching out with love to all we survey 

Celebrating life and the beauty it brings us, 
It’s a time of hope, for wishing... yes, praying 
That peace will come to all the world 

Stop... for a moment! Do you hear the singing? 

A sound so soft you can hardly hear. 

Sbhhhh! Listen! Can you hear it? 

by Eileen Endres 
Eileen Endres is a member of St. Charles Borromeo Parish in 

  

  

Holy Night 
Twas beautiful and blessed 

That 

  

y, holy night 

  

    
   

When Christ was born of Mary 

And pain and strife took fh 

And all the world was 
A tars shone t 

And ¢ ned heave nge 

by Margaret McClelland 

SR SSS NL 

What is Christmas? 

  

   
It’s not the branches gree ad 
It’s not the greetings that are said 
It's the love you have for me 
For all the friends and kin to sec 
It’s love and kindness all year through, 
It's all the Christian deeds we do 

So let's give a lasting gift 

One of peace and love, 

For God’s blessings on us fall, 
Peace on Earth, good will to all 

by Patricia Drischel 

(Patricia Drischel is a member of St Elizabeth Parish in 
Cambridge City 
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QUESTION CORNER 

Gifts to Christ Child may not have been literal 
by Fr. John Dietzen 

re tells us that shortly after Jesus was born he was 
ited by three wise men (kings?) from the East, bearing 

‘of |, frankincense and myrth. 
It stands to reason that these three men, having traveled 

a long way to pay homage to a king, 
would not present token gifts, but gifts 
of substantial value. Does tradition, 
rumor or legend give any clue as to 
what the Holy Family did with this 
newfound wealth? (Indiana) 

Your question is considerably more 
interesting and signi than you 

might think. For a start, why do we think 
the magi (astrologers?) came “shortly after 

King Herod (Matthew 2:1). 
Did they come from the East? Matthew says only that 

“they saw his star at its rising.” Nor are we told how many 
there were. Legend has come up with three, possibly 
because of the three gifts offered. 

These are a small sample of the reasons most scholars 
of Scripture see this passage of Matthew as an example of 
what in Jewish literature is called “‘haggadic midrash,” 
stories to spin out and clarify the meaning of a particular 
event or . These stories were meant to develop an 
understanding of a mystery. They were not intended to be 
taken literally. Such writing was quite common among 
Jews as an effective teaching tool. 

In this ing, the magi event would be a tale 
constructed by some early communities of Christian believers 
and placed in the Gospel of Matthew to illustrate a Chistian 
awareness that Christ had come as savior for all people, not 
only for Jews. 

As I said, this interpretation, or some variation of it, is 
commonly accepted today, and is supported by numerous Old 
Testament allusions and theological connections in the story of 
the three kings. 

As for the money, it has been that Joseph and 
Mary saved it for Jesus’ bar mitzvah. As you say, the story just 
doesn’t hang together with what we know of the obscure, 
simple life of the Holy Family. That's om more reason for 

as seeing the magi story x than straight hi 1 i 

My friend insists she was taught that only Catholics, or at 
least Christians, can be saved. All others are condemned. 

  

FAMILY TALK 

The giving of gifts 
symbolizes love, joy 
~__by Dr. James and Mary Kenny 

“The Holy Supper is kept, indeed, 
In whatso we share with another's need; 
Not what we give, but what we share— 
For the gift without the giver is bare; 
Who gives himself with his alms feeds three, 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and me.” 

From James Russell Lowell: “The Vision of Sir Launfal” 

Why is it the custom to give gifts at Christmas? What 
does or should a gift mean? 

‘The gift is a representative of the self, a symbol of love. The 
gift should say to the receiver: [am giving you this token to let 
You now fiat yous have the Ceeper ieee inne ot ren? 

We give a gift at Christmas to remind the receiver that 
we plan to give of our selves all during the year. The gift 
is an external sign, ing special to represent the love 
we feel, a sacramental. Gift-giving should influence the 
givers as well, reminding us that as Christians we intend 
to be, want to be, loving persons. 

The gift symbolizes and celebrates this loving attitude that 
Christians naturally express toward one another. A gift at 
Christmas time should be a sign of our everyday attitude. 

Catherine de Hueck Doherty, a wise woman, once defined 
a saint as “a person who does ordinary things in an 
extraordinary way.” Not someone who works miracles, but 
someone who is loving and giving. 

What are these everyday ordinary expressions of love that 
the Christmas gift celebrates? They are just that, ordinary. A 
smile. A touch. Listening, Saying something positive. Trusting 
enough to share our own hoghis and ean 5S. 

At Christmas we want to remember that our gift is 
only a sign of the love that we feel daily. As we give 
and receive presents, let’s renew our intent to give 
smiles and compliments and positive encouragement. 
To give of ourselves. 

For as the poet says: “The gift without the giver is bare.” 
(Address questions on family living and child care to be answered 

in print to the Kennys, 219 W. Harrison, Rensselaer, Ind. 47978.) 

I am a convert to the Catholic faith and never heard that. 
Not only does it eliminate Jews, for example, but many other 
good people whose lives seem to be holier, and are certainly 
more thoughtful and generous, than some Christians. 

She claims that she is just repeating what she learned when 
she was young: “Outside the church there is no salvation.” 

Can you help? (Pennsylania) 

The phrase you quote goes back to the early centuries of 
Christianity. St. Cyprian, bishop of Carthage in North 

Africa, teaches it in his influential work “The Unity of the 
Church,” which was published in 251. Perhaps it originated 
even earlier than that. 

The axiom has a long and complicated history through the 
following centuries. There’s no question that often it was 
interpreted in the strictest sense in official church documents. 

The 12th ecumenical council, Lateran IV (1215), echoed the 
widespread sentiment of official church teaching of that time 
in declaring, “We firmly believe and confess without 
reservation . . . (that) there is truly one universal church of the 
faithful outside which absolutely no one is saved” (Chapter 1). 
The context of these words in that council clearly indicates 
they were to be understood in the most rigorous sense. 

later, in a decree on the power and unity 
Boniface VI it that outside the one, 

Feb. 17, 1304). 
Numerous reasons could be brought forward to explain   

this kind of teaching in the church. Most Christians of those 
centuries believed that, except for a few pockets here and 
there, the whole world had been evangelized; thus alll people 
had been presented the opportunity to accept or reject Christ 

and his church. All this changed in the next centuries with the 

famous voyages of discovery which revealed the existence of 
countless millions of hitherto unknown people. 

The bishops of Vatican Council II taught that God‘s 
saving grace is at work not only in the Jews and Moslems, 
who are touched by revelation in the scriptures, but in all 
others as well. 

“Those also can attain eternal salvation,” said the bishops, 
“who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel 
of Christ or his church, yet sincerely seek God and, moved by 
grace, strive by their deeds to do his will as it is known to them 
through their conscience.” 

God's saving action extends even beyond those who 
explicitly search for him, the bishops continue. “Nor does 
divine providence deny the help necessary for salvation to 
those who, without blame on their part, have not yet arrived 
at an explicit knowledge of God, but who strive to live a good 
life, thanks to his grace” (“Constitution on the Church,” 16). 

This belief was repeated often and in various ways in other 
Vatican Council documents, and later official teachings, 
including the new “Catechism of the Catholic Church.” 

(Questions for this column should be sent to Father John Dictzen 
at 704 N. Main St., Bloomington, Ill. 61701.) 

© 1994 by Catholic News Service 
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Entertainment 
  

VIEWING WITH ARNOLD 

‘Miracle on 34th Street’ 
is a charming remake 

by James W. Arnold 

What would happen if the real Santa 
Claus showed up for work in ai American 
department store during the Christmas 
season? 

questions about what 
would happen if Lin- 
coln came back, or St. 
Francis, or even Jesus himself. How would 

  

is being raised not to believe in illusions. 
(“Myths only make you unhappy.” says the 
mom, Dorey, who is clearly thinking of her 
failed marriage.) Ironically, the affluent 

Dorey is the public relations executive who 
hires Santa for her store.   

disputes are covered via television. Instead 
of Biacys imbels, the contenders are 
fictional: Cole’s, representing a quality 
traditional store, and Shoppers Express (the 
bad guys), representing a cutthroat discount 
chain run by a greedy tycoon. 

But the movie doesn’t really look or feel 
like New York in the 1990s. It also obviously 
lacks the fresh charm of the original, which 
won three Oscars and was nominated for 
best picture. 

The new cast can’t be faulted. Producer 
John Hughes (“Home Alone’) knows this is 
another money cow—we'll all be watching it 
every Christmas on television into eternity. 

Bearded Richard Attenborough, no 
longer Sir Richard but Lord Attenborough, is 
less puckish than Edmund Gwenn, but 
surely a twinkly, credible Kris, and solemn 
little Mara Wilson, as Susan (the Natalie 

hopeful friend, and Robert Prosky is 
shrewd in the key role of the judge who has 
to decide if this man claiming to be Santa 
Claus is “real.” 

For Catholics, Santa stories are always 
problematic. He's an icon for us, too, since 
we're normal North Americans, but he also 
symbolizes the culture's turning Christmas 
into a camival of consumer indulgence. 
We're never quite sure whether to take Santa 
as a usurper, or a sacrament, a joyful sign of 
the Lord in disguise. oe 

We hesitate to love him too much. Most of 
our countrymen are sentimental about Santa 
as the spirit of all Christmas has come to 
mean. Others see him as the spirit of a 
materialistic anti-Christmas. In this movie, 
he sort of has one boot in each camp. He 
works for a department store, but he sends   

  

  

‘MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET’—Actor Richard Attenborough 
newcomer Mara Wilson is Susan Walker in a remake of the 
“Miracle on 34th Street.” The original holiday film has delighted movie-goers for 
decades. This remake has been updated for the 1990s. (CNS photo) 

stars as Kris Kringle and 
1947 Christmas classic   

  

mothers to the competition if they have a 
cheaper price. Attenborough certainly pro- 
jects the image of the loving father, the one 
who looks out for us. 

The Seaton-Hughes script keeps 
amttcWcleeaee ceo 
a matter of will, and it didn’t matter what you 

In the climactic scene, a big deal is made 
of the motto on the dollar bill (“In God we 

trust”), and the connection between 
and other beings, unseen but believed in, is 

made stronger. Christian faith, one must 

insist, is not comparable to believing in Santa 
Claus. But you have to be wary of stomping 
‘on even the most slender thread leading to 
the heart of the mystery. 

Kris /Santa remains eternally ambiguous, 
even in this movie. In one moment of gentle 
insight, sitting in the department store, Kris 
tells a little deaf girl in sign language that 
she's loved, and hums along as she sings   

“Jingle Bells” with an angelic smile. It’s 
almost a moment of grace, a glimpse of 

definiti 

But at the end Kris/Santa also gives 
Susan the big house in the country she 
always dreamed of. It’s right out of the pages 
of the slick magazine, next to all the other 
goodies you want for Christmas. 

(Classic revival, slick but—of course—not 
as good as the original; satisfactory entertain- 
ment for the family.) 

USCC classification: A-I, general patronage. 

Recent USCC 

Film Classifications 
Ladybird, Ladybird. . . 
Little Women .. 

  

    
      

  

‘Sesame Street Stays Up Late’ on New Year's Eve 
by Henry Herx and Gerri Pare 

Catholic News Service 

How children around the world ring in the New Year is 
one way youngsters can wind down the old one on “Sesame 
Street Stays Up Late! A Monster New Year's Eve Party,” being 
rebroadcast on Saturday, Dec. 31, from 8 p.m. to9 p.m. on 
(Check local listings to verify program and times.) 

mischievous travel ‘round the globe for 
Monster News Network's special coverage of New Year's Eve 
in different cultures, adding a little humor to the proceedings 
by their presence. 

In Portugal, children eat 12 grapes—one for each 
month—and make wishes for the coming year. The program 
uses animation to express their wishes come true, based on 
drawings the children have made. 

Japanese children play badminton, hoping to lose, as losers 
get their faces beautifully painted by the winners. They are 
also shown illustrating New Year's cards and pounding rice 
for the traditional rice cakes. 

In Israel, the festivities are held in autumn, where a young 
man blows the ram’‘s hom to mark the year’s beginning. In 
Germany, youngsters dress up and bang pots and pans door 
to door singing for sweets. Mexican children get their sweets 
while blindfolded by knocking down colorful pinatas dangling 
from the ceiling, 

The program winds up its whirlwind tour at candle-light- 
ing ceremonies in Norway's magical village of Lillieputtham- 
mer, where the houses are small and the children feel big. 

As directed by Chuck Vinson, the program has enough 
music, muppets and cultural comparisons to stuff a child’s 
mind before a new year of learning can begin. 

There are the usual silly sight gags, and Oscar the Grouch 
meets his match when guest star Lily Tomlin as Emestine the 
operator tries to connect him to all his relatives for a holiday 

greeting. 
Actually shot in seven countries, the production looks a bit 

choppy but it’s all in the service of presenting positive social 
values such as celebrating friendship and hope for the future, 
no matter where in the world you happen to live. 

A nice wrap-up song at the end seals a pleasant holiday 
show for children—before their parents head out to share 

some of the bubbly with other grown-ups. 

  

TV Programs of Note 
Sunday, Dec. 25, 9:30-10 a.m. (PBS) “Prince Cinders.” This 

i special is based on an unconventional retelling of 
the Cinderella story in which a small and scruffy Prince 
Cinders t up with three big, brutish brothers who go 
to parties and leave Nm to clean up afier them. 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 8-9 p.m. (CBS) “Touched by an Angel.” In 
this series , is Della Reese and Roma Downey 
become part of a church Christmas celebration and try to help 
two brothers (Randy Travis and Paul Wittenburg), one of 
whom is disabled, 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 8-9 p.m. (PBS) “Bah! Humbug!” Robert 
MacNeil hosts this dramatic production of “A 
Christmas Carol,” Charles Dickens’ classic tale, starring James 
Earl Jones and Martin Sheen. 

Tuescay, Dec. 27, 8-9 p.m. (PBS) “In Search of the First 
Language.” In this “Nova” documentary, linguists scour the 
world’s 5,000 languages looking for links between 
They claim to have found 20 word ; that may have been 
by the first humans as early society developed in Africa. 

Tuesday, Dec. 27, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) “Prisoners of Silence.” A 
controversial new method designed to help the autistic 
communicate is examined in this repeat of a “Frontline” 
documentary. Nearly 400,000 Americans are afflicted with 
autism, and the vast majority are judged mentally retarded 
with little or no speech and seemingly cut off from the world 
Four years ago, an Australian inventor developed facilitated 
communication to help control the sometimes jerking 
movements of an autistic person’s hand, allowing the autistic 
individual to type his or her thoughts on a keyboard. 
Teachers, parents and social workers embraced and learned 
the techniques of facilitated communication with astoundin, 
results. A nonverbal teen-age pe thought to have an IQ of 1 
typed 120 poems and nine short stories. Autistics formerly 
thought to have no language or communication skills w 
studying biology and algebra, and children at age 6 were 
constructing perfectly spelled, grammatical sentences. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28, 9-11 p.m. (CBS) “The Kennedy Center 

Honors: A Celebration of the Performing Arts.” This special 
awards program honors the lifetime achievements of Kirk 
Douglas, Aretha Franklin, Morton Gould, Harold Prince, and 

Pete Seeger. It is hosted by former CBS anchor Walter Cronkite. 

Thursday, Dec. 29, 8-9 p.m (PBS) “In the Footsteps of 

Buddha.” From the “Legendary Trails” four-part series, travel 

writer Alexander Frater journeys from Katmandu in Nepal to 

    

  

northern India, the heartland cf Hinduism and the birthplace 
of Buddha, and ends up in Bodh Gaya, Buddhism’s most 
sacred shrine. 

TV Film Fare 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 7:30-9 p.m. (Fox) “Ferngully: The Last 
Rainforest.” This animated \'s fantasy released in 1992 
tells how the tiny fairy Crysta (voice of Samantha Mathis) 
employs her ical powers to save a pristine forest and its 
lively ‘creatures, including a wacky (voice of Robin 
Williams), from bei by the pollution monster, 
Hexxon (voice of Tim Curry). Directed by Bill Kroyer, the 
animation of the natural world is lovely to see and the action 

is sufficiently fanciful, but the well-intentioned story is thin 
and its ecological message saccharine. There are some tense 
scenes. The U.S. Catholic Conference classified the theatrical 
version A-I for general patronage. 

Tuesday, Dec. 27,8-10 p.m. (CBS) “Quick Change.” Disguised 
asaclown, Bill Murray and accomplices Geena Davis and Randy 
Quaid pull off an ingenious million-dollar bank robbery in the 
Big Apple, only to find that their complicated caper was a breeze 

to getting to the airport. Co-directed by Murray and 
Howard Franklin, the result is a sporadically funny attempt at 
screwball comedy with the madness of New York serving as a 
backdrop for understated performances by Murray and Davis, 
abetted by Quaid’s slapstick goofiness. The 1990 film includes 
some rough language, references to an unmarried sexual 
relationship, and a plot which treats crime as a lark. The US. 

Catholic Conference classification of the theatrical version was 

A-IIl for adults. 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 8-10 p.m. (Fox) “Teen-age Mutant Ninja 

Turtles I: The Secret of the Ooze” In this 1991 sequel, rat 
mentor Splinter and the feisty foursome are out to recapture 
the last vial of a dangerously toxic ooze from the clutches of 
the evil Shredder (Francois Chau) and his ninja thugs. 
Director Michael Pressman uses nonstop kung fu battles to 
disguise the amateur-hour plot, and Jim Henson‘s workshop 
furnishes two new monsters to keep the eyes entertained a 
to a point. The movie features considerable slapstic 
treatment of martial arts violence. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference classification of the theatrical version was A-II for 
adults and adolescents. 

(Check local listings to verify program dates and times. Henry 
Herx is the director and Gerri Pare is on the staff of the U.S. Catholic 
Conference Office for Film and Broadcasting.) 
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aS er 
by Fr. Owen F. Campion 

The church provides for three liturgies on 
hristmas, the feast of the Lord’s birth, at 
nidnight, at dawn, and during the day. 

      

EAST OF CHRISTMA. —THE BIRTH OF THE LORD 

The Sunday Readings 
Sunday, Dec. 25, 1994 

Isaiah 52:7-10 — Hebrews 1:1-6 — John 1:1-18 

had yearned for the Lord’s arrival upon the 
earthly scene. They knew without doubt that 
the Redeemer would come, since they knew 
without doubt that God so loved humanity 
that, despite human sin, God would restore 
humankind to holiness, to union with the 
divine. 

The very first of St. John’s Gospel 
is the source of this Gospel proclamation for 

Narrative does the Fourth Gospel see Jesus 
as anything other than the Son of God, the 
king, the great and the all-powerful. 

In this reading, the Gospel splendidly 
acclaims Jesus in all the majesty and glory of 
the redemptive role. 

Reflection 

In our culture, Christmas is a time of 
gift-giving. This in itself is an ancient 
Christian gesture. As the magi brought gifts 
to the infant Lord, we too bring gifts to the 
infant Lord whom we see in each other and 
in the love we feel for each other. 

In these readings, the church gives us the 
jewels of its Scriptures in the power 

beauty of Second Isaiah, Hebrews, and 
John’s Gospel. Lustrous in revealing the true 

great literary majesty that the Lord who is 
born today in our hearts, if our hearts are 
open, freed from sin, is the very Son of God. 

This newborn Lord will rescue us from 

No longer must we stand perplexed or in 
fear! We can be with God, and in God is all 

readers so long ago, that despite our sins we 
approach God to be united with God’s life 
because God loves us with a love that knows 
no limits, no qualifications, no second 

ts. 

How great God's gift to us in the Babe of 
Bethlehem! How great the Lord's gift to us in 
the knowledge of God given in the Lord and 
given again in the church and in the 
Scriptures it treasures dearly but lavishly 
shares with us. 

Christ teaches ht.mility, service 
  

In our catechesis on the consecrated 
life, we have spoken of the evangelical 
counsels of chastity, poverty and obedi- 
ence. 

We now consider the common life, 
which is characteristic of most forms of 
consecrated life, and which has its origins 
in Christ's command of love of neighbor 
and in his practice of gathering together 
groups of disciples. 

Life in common requires a daily 
readiness to follow Christ's example of 
humility and generous concern for others, 

a to make ifi and a 
by Pope John Paul II firm commitment to fraternal charity. 

Remarks at audience Dec. 14 Member: igi wunities, fol- rs of religious commi 
lowing the model of the early church (cf. 

Acts 4:32), strive to live together in harmony, 
abiding in Christ's love and thus showing 

the true face of the church. 
Their unity has its source in the Holy 

Spirit's gift of infused charity, which enables 
individuals to support and help each other 
on the path of perfection, “bearing one 
another's burdens” (cf. Galatians 6:2) in 
mutual esteem, with respect for legitimate 
differences. 

This unity in charity isa pledge of Christ's 
presence and the source of a deep joy which 
will increase until the day when we see the 
Lord face to face. 

  

MY JOURNEY TO GOD 

_A Lesser 
»- [ghall not get to Bethichem this year, 
‘Nor see the manger where the pilgrims 

~ On father to help Santa get about.   

Bethlehem 
Yet, what I would not give just once to 

take 
That perfect pilgrimage to places past 
And see with my own aging eyes at last 
The cradle where creation did awake. 

bs ith children dear 

I seek a lesser Bethlehem right here. 

by David iff     

Daily Readings 
Saturday, Dec. 24 
Vigil of Christmas 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
Matthew 1:1-25 or 

Matthew 1:18-25 
Sunday, Dec. 25 
Christmas 
Midnight 
Isaiah 9:1-6 
Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 
Dawn 
Isaiah 62:11-12 
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12 
Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:15-20 

John 1:1-18 or 
John 1:1-5,9-14 
Monday, Dec. 26 
Stephen, first martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 
Psalm 31:3-4, 6-8, 17-21 
Matthew 10:17-22 
Tuesday, Dec. 27 
John, apostle, evangelist 
1 John 1:14 
Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 

y 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
Psalm 128:1-5 

   a ee ‘ Le 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

    

Colossians 3:12-17 or 
Colossians 3:12-21 
Luke 2:41-52 or 
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 

Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 

1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
Luke 2:41-52 

     

    

     

   

        

   
    
    

  

   

  

   

  

   
   

   

  

   
    

     

    

Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:16-21 

religious, 
1 John 3:11-21 
Psalm 100:1-5 
John 1:43-51 
Friday, Jan. 6 
Blessed Andre Bessette, religious 
1 John 5:5-13 
Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20 

Mark 1:7-11 

John Neumann of Philadelphia 

was known for organizing skills 
by John F. Fink 

North America still has tively 
few canonized saints. However, the church 
celebrates the feasts of three of them during 

first American-born citizen, about whom we 
wrote in this column a year ago, is on Jan. 4. 
St. John Neumann’s feast is on Jan. 5. And 
the feast of St. Andre Bessette, a Holy Cross 
brother who built the magnificent St. 

‘s Oratory on Mount Royal in 
Montreal and who died as recently as 1937, 
is on Jan. 6. 

This week, though, we are going toexamine 

John Nepomucene Neumann was born in 
Bohemia, or what is now the Czech Republic, 
in 1811, the third of six children of Philip, a 
German, and Agnes, a Czech. He went to the 

i and to the Charles Ferdinand 
University in Prague. But when he completed 
his studies he was not ordained for a reason we 
would find surprising today—there were too 
many priests already at work in Bohemia. His 
home diocese did not want him. 

So John left Bohemia and came to the 
United States. The bishop of New York, 
James Dubois, was glad to have another 
priest, so he ordained John on June 25, 1836. 
Father did pastoral work in and 
around Buffalo for four years before joining 
the Redemptorist Order, ing the first 
man of this order to profess vows in the 
United States. 

After joining the Redemptorists, Father 

    did missionary work in Mary-   

land, Virginia and Ohio, working especially 
among the German: in 

When he was 41 in 1852, Pope Pius IX 
appointed Neumann Bishop of Philadelphia. 
It was here that his outstanding zi 

skills came to the fore. In a 
time span of less than eight years, before his 
death in 1860, he caused no less than 80 new 
churches to be built in his diocese. He began 
the building of Philadelphia's magnificent 
cathedral. 

Catholic schools (a statement I have to make 
since my wife is a product of those schools). 

the Forty Hours devotion, which were 
missions spread over a period of 40 
He wrote articles for secular newspapers, 
usually anonymously. 

Bishop Newmann’s preferred language 
for writing continued to be German, but he 
had a grasp of seven other modem 
languages in addition to Latin. He wrote two 
catechisms that, in 1852, were approved by 
the American hierarchy. They continued in 
wide use in the United States through the 

canonized by Pope Paul VI on June 19, 1977.
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he Active Lint 
The Criterion welcomes announcements for The Active List of | 

parish and church-related activities open to tthe public. Please keep 
them brief, listing event, sponsor, date, time and location. No 
announcements will be taken by telephone. No pictures, please. 
Notices must be in our offices by 10 a.m. Monday the week of 

publication. Hand deliver or mail to: The Criterion, The Active List, 
1400 N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind., 46206. 

December 22-23 concert at 11:30 p.m. prior to 
cars Midnight Mass. 

wet ological Seminary, 
1000 West 42nd St, will host 
Hosanna 
they perform “Songs of the Nativ- 
ity.” Both evenings begin at 730 
pin, for more information, 

firginia Davis at 317-636-0744. 

December 22-24 

A prorlife rosary is prayed at 9:30 
am. each Saturday at the Clinic 
for Women, 38th and Parker. 

December 25 
Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas! 

wee 
Sacred Heart Parish, 1530 Union 
St,, will hold a holy hour with the 

church. 
Performing 
E. 18th St. On Thursday aey si Digi inl 
Friday, shows will be held at 2 Everyone is welcome. For more 
Pam. and 7 pn. Only a 2 p.m. | information, call Dorothy yy at 317- 
show will be held on Saturday. | 356.5110, 
picasa Sle canes $10 for 
children 16 and under. For more 
information, call 317-637-8979. 

December 24 
‘Sacred Heart Church, 1530 Union 
‘St, will hold its annual Christmas 

wow 

The Secular Franciscans will 
meet in Sacred Heart Parish 
Chapel, 1530 Union St, at 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 317- 

  

Qaane SCHEDULE 

St. Jude Church * 5353 McFarland Road « Indianapolis 

Saturday, Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve 
Anticipation Masses at 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 25th - Christmas Day 
Masses at Midnight, 8:30, 10:00 a.m. and 12 noon 

Saturday, Dec. 31st - New Year’s Eve 
Anticipation Masses at 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. ist - New Year’s Day 
Masses at 12 noon and 5:00 p.m.     

December 30 
Christ the King Parish Singles 
group will gather at Amelia 
Warren's home at 7:30 p.m. for a 
holiday party. BYOB and a cov- 

| ered dish. For more information, 
| call Amelia at 317-578-2165 or 
‘Ann Casey at 317-253-3518. All 
adult singles are welcome 

December 31 
The Knights of Columbus, 695 
Pushville Rd., Greenwood, will 
hold a New Years Fve Celebra- 
tion Dinner/Dance beginning at 
7:30 p.m. Cost is $22.50 per per- 
son. For reservations, call Al or 
Ida Meyer at 317-881-8351, 
Frank or Hommel at 317- 
881-2094, or Bill or Sharon 
Johnson at 317-882-0885. 

January 1 
Feast of Mary, Mother of God. 
Happy New Year! 

wee 
Sacred Heart Parish, 1530 Union 
St,, will hold a holy hour with 
the rosary at 2 p.m. in the 
church. Everyone is wcicome. 
For more information, call 
Dorothy at 317-356-5110. 

wie 
iT Church, 1117 

Ree Ave., will celebrate its 
Mass today at 9:30 a.m. 

January 3 
Devotions to Jesus and the 
Blessed Mother are held each 
Tuesday from 7-8 p.m. in St. 

N. New jersey 
St Cail 317-786-7317 for more 
information. 

we 
The prayer soup of St. 

wrence, 4650 .Ave., will meet 
730 pan inthe chapel. All are 

‘or tion, 

  

  

  

wel . For moi 
call 317-546-4065 or 317-842- 
8805. 

wae 

The near southside adult relig- 
ious <ducation program y will 
hold the seventh part of “On the 
Catechism,” from 7-8:15 p.m. at 

  

  

presents the 

The Staff of 
Communications 

TV Mass Schedule: 
Date Celebrant 

Jan. 1 

Jan. 8 

Jan. 15 

Rev. Richard Ginther 

Rev. Thomas Murphy 

Rev. Robert Borchertmeyer 
Indianapolis 

dan. 22 

dan, 29 
Feb.5 

Feb. 12 

Feb. 17 

Feb. 26 

To be announced 

Rev. Joseph McNally 
Rev. Henry Beck 

Rev. Martin Peter 
Rev. Anthony Volz 
Rev. Roger Gaudet   

Catholic Communications Center 

Televised Mass 
WXIN-59 
Indianapolis 

Sundays 
6:30 AM 

Management and Staff of WXIN-59 in 
wishing all of our friends and viewers a 
most happy Christmas season and many 
blessings in the new year of 1995. 

Weoaribir: 25, 1994 and January & February, 1995 

Congregation 
Dec. 25 Most Rev. Daniel Buechiein, OSB Staff of Archbishop O'Meara Catholic Center 

Members of Ss. Peter & Paul Cathedral, Indianapolis 

Members of St. John Parish, indianapolis 

Members of St. Therese of the Infant Jesus Parish, 

Members of St. Barnabas Parish, Indianapolis 
Students & Faculty of Marian College, Indianapolis 

Members of St. Pius X Parish, Indianapolis 
Catholic Press Month 

Members of St. Thomas Parish, Fortville 

the Catholic 
Center joins the 

  
  

| Sacred Heart Church, 1530 Un- | 
ion St. Topic will be “Sacra- 
ments of Healing.” 

January 4 
| Father Joseph Rautenberg will 
| speak on the Catholic position of 
the ethics of current reproduc- 
tive techi and genetic re- 
search. The lecture will be held 
at Christ the King Grade Schoo! 
conference room, 5858 N. Cnit- 
tenden, at 7 pam. Everyone is 
welcome, 

wee 
The Young Actors Theatre, 
sponsored by Turners Free Uni- 

    

mid-May For more infor 
call Charlotte Kaufman at 317. 
253-2455. 

  

January 5 
A pro-life rosary will be prayed 
at 10 a.m. in front of Affiliated 
Women’s Services, Inc., 2215 
Distributors Drive. Everyone is 
welcome. 

wie 
St. Roch Parish, 3600 S. Pennsy!- 
vania St., will hold a Family 
Eucharist Holy Hour with ro- 
sary and Benediction from 7-8 
p.m. aa! Everyone is 
welcome. for 
call 317-7 704.1763. 

January 7 
A pro-life rosary is prayed at 
9:30 a.m. each Sat. at the Clinic 
for Women, 38th and Parker. 

we 
jolate of Fatima will hold a 

holy hour at 2 p.m. at the Little 
Flower Chapel, 13th and Bosart. 
For more information, cali Lena 
at 317-784-9757. 

wee 

St. Nicholas Parish, Sunman, 
will hold a S.A.C.RE.D. meeting 
at 7:30 a.m. 

January 8 
St. Paul, Sellersburg will hold an 
hour of prayer and praise 
7-8:15 p.m. ir the church, For 
more information, call Ron at 
812-246-4555. 

wee 

Sacred Heart Parish, 1530 Union 
St., will hold a holy hour with 
the rosary at 2 p.m. in the 
church. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information, call 
Dorothy at 317-356-5110. 

wee 
Holy Cross Church, 125 N. Ori- 
ental, will hold an Epiphany 
Brunch from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Adults, $5; children $2. 

St. James, 5: 
p.m. TUESDAY: St. Michael, 2 

  

| J ©2994 Catholic News Sercice 

  

  

    

p.m; St. Malachy, Brownsburg, 
5:30 p.m.; Msgr. Sheridan K of C 
Council 6138, Johnson Co, 6:15 

p.m; K of C Council 437, 1305 N. 

6:30 p.m, FRIDAY: St. Christo- 
pher, 

  

ly ve, 
p.m. SATURDAY: K of C Coun- 

.. | cil 437, 1305 N. Delaware, 4:30 
p.m. SUNDAY: St. Ambrose, 
Seymour, 4 p.m.; Ritter High 

wre Celebrant: Fr. Paul Landwerien 

Bi Fellowship starts at 8:30 p.m., 
MONDAY: Our co of Does followed by Mass at 10:00 p.m. 
des, 6:30 p.m; 

Delaware, 5 p.m. THURSDAY: 
St. Catherine, 5:30 p.m; Holy 
Family K of C, American Legion 
Post 500, 1926 Georgetown Rd., 

School, 6 p.m.; Msgr. Sheridan 
K of C Council 6138, Johnson 
Co., first Sunday each of 
month, 1:15 p.m. 

Clinton proposes coordinating 
aid efforts with Vatican 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—President Bill Clinton has 
written to Pope John Paul II proposing a system of 
“humanitarian diplomacy” to better coordinate U.S. and 
Vatican efforts. The early November letter praises the 
church's “invaluable material and spiritual support” to 
suffering people throughout the world, sources told 
Catholic News Service in Rome. 

Raymond L. Flynn, the U.S. ambassador to the Vatican, 
confirmed Dec. 14 that he had delivered a letter from 
Clinton to the pope in late November, but said he could not 
telease the message. 

Sources said Clinton told the pope that “in a world with 
too many man-made and natural disasters” the United 
States and the Vatican should explore ways to create “a 
system to facilitate information sharing. 

    

Catholic Charismatic Renewal of Central Indiana 

Charismatic Mass 
(Mass held on the first Friday of each month at selected parishes) 

Date: New Year's Eve 
December 31, 1994 

  

. Gabriel 
6000 West 34th St. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46224 

For Information Call 317-571-1200     
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Irish Brigade Band - nationally recognized 
Hosted by the St. Lawrence Sports Committee 

4: Parnten’s (AY IN JANUARY 2g 
Mark your calendar now for 

Saturday, January 21, 1995 
from 8:00 p.m. until midnight 

at St. Pius X K of C 
71st and Keystone 

st 
*% 
®& 
® 
®% 
®& 

Advance tickets are $10 per person. $15 at door. 
Reserve a table for 8 now! 

Beer, Wine, Mixed Drinks Available ae 
317-823-2422 Sf Laughlin for information .. . 

BAe 2A Af 20 af aie af af ae a a AG A
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r by Cindy Wooden | 
sated Catholic News Service | 

| 
| 

  

VATICAN CITY—Promoting the dignity 
ind gifts of women is essential to building 
i in the world, Pope John Paul II said. 
“Women have the right to insist that their 

ignity be resj ,”” the pope said in his 
on for the Jan. 1 celebration of World 

ay of Peace. 
“At the same time, they have the duty to 

york for the promotion of the dignity of all 
bersons, men as well as women,” he said in 
Phe message, released Dec. 8 at the Vatican. 

In the message, titled “Women: Teachers 
the pope asked women “to 

pnitiatives focusing women in 1995, 
poy next September's world confer- 
nce on women sponsored by the United 

ee in the world. 
“Is it perhaps because men are so 

lgood at making war that the Holy Father 
addresses himself to women?” asked 
rench Cardinal Roger Etchegaray at a 
‘atican press conference to present the 

ge. 
“He asks women to ts,   become protagonis! 

for peace through an education which is not 

NORLD DAY OF PEACE MESSAGE 

Pope asks women to become teachers of peace 
limited to children or adolescents,” but also 
is aimed at helping men and women 
themselves have a change of heart and 
attitude, said the cardinal, president of the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. 

“To be educators for peace, women must 
be able to recognize their own dignity so that 
they can transmit to others the values of that 
peace which they so ardently desire,” the 
cardinal said. 

The key passage in the pope’s mes- 
sage, he said, is an affirmation that when 
women are able to fully share their gifts 
with the community a transformation 
takes place which highlights the unity of 
the human family. 

Respect for the dignity of every 
human being from the moment of 
conception is the only guarantee of true 
and lasting peace in the world, Pope John 
Paul's message said. 

“The violence which so many individuals 
and peoples continue to experience, the wars 
which still cause bloodshed in many areas of 
the world and the injustice which burdens 
the life of whole continents can no longer be 

tolerated,” the pope wrote. 
Education for peace is a lifelong process 

which must begin with each person seeking, 
inner peace, he said. That peace comes from 
“knowing that one is loved by God and from 
the desire to respond to his love.” 

ited the special role 

ignoring the equally important role of 
fathers within the family, he said. 
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footsteps of Jesus! 
10-Day Catholic Pilgrimage 

to the Holy Land 
March 20-29 $1589 
May 15-24 $1709 

1-800-452-9153 
or call your local 

TRAVEL AGENTS 
INTERNATIONAL® 

And, in fact, the pope said, it is a loving, 
respectful and supportive relationship be- 
tween husband and wife which lays the 
foundation for their children to have 
respectful and self-giving relationships in 
adulthood. 

The pope’s message is built around an 
affirmation of the equal dignity of women 
and men and God’s creating them to support 
one another with respect and with a 
recognition of their differences, 

“Sadly, a long history of sin has disturbed 
and continues to disturb God’s original plan 
for the couple, for the male and female, thus 
standing in the way of its complete 
fulfillment,” the pope wrote. 

“We need to retum to this plan, to 
proclaim it forcefully, so that women in 
rticular—who have suffered more from its 
jlure to be fulfilled—can finally give full 

expression to their womanhood and their 
dignity,” he said. 

Pope John Paul said the } of 
women t the world to claim their 
own dignity and have it respected has been 
long, difficult and “not without its share of 
mistakes.” 

“But it has been substantially a positive 
‘one, even if it is still unfinished, due to the 
many obstacles which, in various parts of the 

| world, still prevent women from being 
| acknowledged, respected and appreciated in 
| their own special dignity,” he said. 

The pope made a special plea to 
women to continue helping other women 
who have yet to claim their full dignity or 
who are in situations where their dignity 
is denied. 

He also praised “the many courageous 
and far-sighted women" who have worked, 
sacrificed and suffered for the cause of peace. 

US. Sacred Heart of Mary Sister 
Marjorie Keenan, an official at the justice 

| and peace council, said she thinks that by 
not naming specific women, the pope was 
thinking of “the many, many, many 
women who have suffered the effects of 
war, carrying society forward even in the 

e of men . . . the world of women 
who work silently in favor of peace.” 

Within the church, she said, she is 
the dignity of women 

by the 
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customets 
Lion and the Lamb + 

Journeys 
Come! Walk in the fi rom 

Beck’s 

Muffler 
3070 N. U.S. 31 
Franklin, IN 

736-8800     
  

1995 SUNDAY MISSALS 
— AREAL HELP TO LECTORS — 

POCKET SIZE — $2.25 

  

Come ecobbeale the Epiphany 

and 

benefit Holy Gross Ghird. 

125 North Oriental - Indianapolis 
(lowing Mass al 10:15 am.) 

Spectacu lr Brunch + 

Sunday, panuary 8, 1995 y 4 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Adults — $5.00 

Ghillloon — $2.00 (4-10 yrs. of age) 

Chuledeen Free — 3 and under 

REST 
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Youth News/ Views 
  

Youth need help making 
connections with God 
and faith community 

  

Cath 

  

lic News Service 

  

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—Youth 
ministers must take more seriously the 
job of helping young people reconnect 
“to the God which has become distant,” 
author and liturgist Mary Frances Reza 
told a national conference. 

“We have to start seeing the church with 
new eyes,” Reza told some 1,350 participants 
in the 25th National Conference on Catholic 
Youth Ministry held Nov. 30 to Dec. 3 in 
Colorado Springs. 

Thirty youth ministry coordinators from 
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis attended the 
national conference. 

Reza urged adults to ask whether 
youny le would see something in the 
church “that would make them want to 
have our faith.” 

The author of two books, Reza has served 
on the boards of the Institute of Hispanic 
Liturgy and the Southwest Liturgical Con- 
ference. She centered her talk on the 
difficulties that church leaders and workers 
face in their careers. 

Contending that lay workers in education 
and youth ministry are increasingly over- 
worked and generally underpaid, she 

them to do whatever they can to 
avoid ministry burn-out. 

“Take time to realize how precious you as 
a person are, and that the spirit of God is 
within you,” Reza said, “You were given the 
breath of life; he promised strength would 
come from within. We need to nurture it and 
not forget that it’s there.” 

‘Although lay workers are filling more 
positions in church work, Reza believes they 
have failed to adequately bring their 
spirituality to their work in ministry. 

“Leadership needs to form,” she said, 
“and become a spiritual leadership.” 

Another keynote speaker, Robert J. 
McCarty, coordinator for youth ministry 
training in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, said 
he is worried about the direction society is 
taking with regard to young people. 

“The recent elections seem to have 
created a shift in our country,” said McCarty, 
an author and 20-year veteran of youth 
ministry work. “We seem to be moving 
away from a ‘kinder, gentler nation’ to a 
more cautious, frustrated, individually-ori- 
ented nation.” 

McCarty believes these changes in the 
political climate will lay heavily upon 
America’s youth. 

“There's a move in our society to 

  

control young people—establish curfews, 
tighter laws and penalties, jail them,” he 
said. But there is a discrepancy between 
today’s rhetoric of family values and 
applied social policy. 

“Society gives lip service to the value 
of young people,” he said, “but you 
establish priorities where you spend your 
money, time and resources, and it's not 
happening with kids.” 

In the struggle to save today’s youths, 
McCarty said the church must become more 

“youth friendly” and seek to involve them 
more. He said the church has an image 
problem with young people. 

“Young people know what the church is 
against, but do they know what it is for?” he 
asked. “(Youth ministry must be focused on) 
the justice and compassion, the healing, the 
respect for life, and the kingdom of God.” 

If the church fails to be attractive to young 

people, McCarty wamed, they will seek less 
desirable alternatives such as gangs. 

“They will go where their needs are met,” 
he said. “Our young people today are doing, 
theology with their feet.” 

McCarty was one of seven people 
receiving awards from the National 
Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 
during the conference. He was honored 
in the trainer category. 

Other winners were: 

¢ Thomas D. Bright, staff coordinator for 
justice ministry services at the Center for 
‘Youth Ministry Development in Naugatuck, 
Conn., in the Gospel values of justice and 
peace category. 

Mary Jean Hart, a Philadelphia resident 

who chairs the National Catholic Committee 

on Girl Scouts and Camp Fire, in the Girl 

Scouts/Camp Fire /Boy Scouts category. 
© Paul Henderson, associate director in 

the US. bishops’ Secretariat for Family, 
Laity, Women and Youth, in the national 
category. 

© Colette Kennett, director of the Dioce- 

san Youth Organization in Belleville, OL, in 

the regional /diocesan category. 

¢ Felipe Salinas, director of the Office of 

Catechesis for the Diocese of Brownsville, 
Texas, and a member of the board of 

directors of Bread for the World, in the 

multicultural gifts category. 
© Thomas Zanzig, an author, editor and 

consultant with St. Mary’s Press, in the 
publisher-author-artist category. 

  

  
  
HOLIDAY HELPERS—St. Jude School eighth-graders (from left) Trisha Wright, Randi 

Steele, Ann Kennedy and Kevin Huser of Indianapolis are among thousands of 
Catholic school students in the archdioces e who collected canned goods for the poor 

during the holiday season. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)   
  

  

  

WELCOME—Archdiocesan Youth Council members (from left) Betsy Card of St. Patrick Parish 

prepare to welcome 30 youth ministry coordinators at the Indianapolis International 
in Terre Haute and Sarah Martin of St. Monica Parish in Indianapolis and Sarah's sister, Mary, 

Airport 
upon their retum from a national youth ministry conference in Colorado. 

  

SURPRISE—Janet Roth, youth ministry coordinator for St. Benedict, St. Ann and Sacred 
Heart parishes in Terre Haute (left), expresses surprise at the Indianapolis International 
Airport on Dec. 3 as Julie Szolek-Van Valkenburgh, director of the archdiocesan Office for 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries, and a group of archdiocesan teen-agers greet her at the 

arrival gate with banners and hugs following her trip to Colorado Springs for a national 
youth ministry conference. (Photos by Mary Ann Wyand) 

Holy Father urges youth 
to pray for needy children 

In a Christmas letter from the Vatican 
reported by Catholic News Service, Pope 
John Paul Il requested prayers from young 
people to help ease the “unspeakable 
suffering” experienced by boys and girls 
around the globe 

“We must pray together,” the Holy 
Father urged youth, “and pray hard that 
humanity, made up of billions of human 
beings, may become more and more the 
family of God and able to live in peace.”” 

Citing war in the Balkans and ethnic strife 
in Africa, where children are daily made 

victims of a “raging” hatred, the pope said 
the pain in his heart moved him to ask young 
people for their spiritual help 

“You instinetively turn away from hatred 

  

    

and are attracted by love,” he said in a 

lo-page letter to youth sed at the 
Vatican on Dec. 15. “For this reason the pope 
is certain that you will not refuse his 

request. 
he 

  

ftice described the 
the 

Vatican press 
pope's holiday letter to 
needs of the world’s chi 

cyclical” and 
pastoral and educational document 

Stressing that God loves them, the pope 
told young people of all ages that he was 
entrusting world problems to the spiritual 
efforts of youth because God “eagerly 

awaits” their prayers. 

     
   

    

    represented a true 

  

Roncalli High School in Indianapolis has 

scheduled an entrance examination for 

incoming freshman students on Jan. 7 from 8 
a.m. until noon. 

The test fee is $10. To register for the 
exam, call the Roncalli office at 317-787-8277. 

Our Lady of Providence High School in 
Clarksville will hold a make-up entrance 

examination for prospective 1995 freshmen 
‘on Jan. 14 from 8:15 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. 

All students who are interested in 

attending Providence as a member of the 

Class of 1999 must take this exam. There is 

no charge for the test, but reservations are 

required by calling the school office at 
812-945-2538. 

vi 

During Advent, Our Lady of Providence 

High School faculty members brought some 

imagery of the Far East to the Clarksville 

school via educational programs for students 
that were geared for cultural diversity. 

Many classes in a wide spectrum ot Far 

Eastern subjects and disciplines were offered 
more than haif of the Providence student 

op © young people 
se and Chinese 

      on on [ 
yuld learn about ¢ 

lt 

  

  

Topics included an origami workshop, 

nstructions in the Japanese language, 
alligraphy sessions on Japanese 
music and dance, a workshop on kimino 
fashion, a tea ceremony, and a Sadako peace 

lessons, 

video 
tivities focused on a 

Tai Chi mini-class introduction to the 
history and people mainland China 
lessons in Chinese writing, and an introduc- 

tion in the use of an abacus. 
The Crane House and Japanese Cultural 

Center assisted Providence faculty members 
with the special classes. School lunches that 
day featured a Far Eastern influence. 

Chinese cultural ac    
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New journeys start when 

old adventures end 
Spintec ct eta tee 

by Christopher Carstens 
Catholic News Service 

Recently my son and I took a three-day 
driving trip in his 1983 GMC truck, from San 
Diego, Calif., to Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Adrian is 19, and he and I enjoy the 
same kind of music. We listened to the 
greats of American Blues as we drove 
across the great American Southwest 
Howlin Wolf and B.B. King sang us up 
the mountains and down into the 

desert, and Bobby Bland brought us 
through the valleys. 

T could tell how much he’s grown these 

last few years. It used to be that I'd notice 
some beautiful scenery, and he wouldn't 

even look up from his book. 
‘One evening we were driving across 

the central plains of Texas as the sun set, 
orange and radiant, behind a mountain 
that looked like it had been carved on 
Mars. “Dad,” he said softly, “you don’t 
want to miss this.” He was so right. There 

was none of it I wanted to miss. 

When Adrian and I are on the road, 

meals are different. Breakfast is standard: 
big sodas and beef jerky from some sort 
of quick-stop market. I guess we figure 
that’s how the pioneers made it across the 
country, driving their covered wagons 
from one 7-11 to the next 

We avoid the fast-food factories. Big Macs 
taste the same everywhere, and we preter the 

local diner. That way, we can meet people. 
In Lordsburg, N.M., the waitress told 

us she won't let her son play football 
because she’s afraid he'll get hurt, and 
she won't visit her relatives in California 
because she’s afraid of earthquakes. And 
we imagined that being afraid of stuff 
was what keeps people from adventures. 

People are often nicer than you expect. 
One afternoon, ii a place where towns 
are about 50 miles apart, the truck started 
making a particularly nasty noise. We 
pulled over and couldn’t find anything; 
not that we could fix much, since we 
didn’t have any tools and share precious 
little mechanical skills. 

We drove on, anxiously, to the next 
town. The noise was mostly gone, but 
who knew what would happen? Maybe 
the truck was about to die. “This will cost 

Page 35 

me plenty,” I’m thinking, especially since 
it was 5:30, and anybody who was open 
would be charging extra. 

There was one garage, and it was 
closing as we arrived. The man listened 
and said: “Sounds like the speedometer 
cable needs a little lubrication. You can do 
it when you get to Corpus.” 

He could have put the truck on a rack, 
fiddled around for an hour and jacked us 
up for $300. But honesty and decency are 
alive in America. By the way, the noise 
went away and didn’t come back. 

We got to Corpus Christi, safe and sound. 
But that’s where the trip got tough for me. 

Adrian was staying there to live with 
his uncle while he works and goes to 
college. Adrian’s big adventure is just 
starting. He's ready for some inde- 
pendence, and this is how he’s getting it. 

I got on a plane and flew back to San 
Diego. It seemed like the drive out was the 
shortest I ever took, and the flight back took 
forever. My wife was waiting, and Max, our 
dog. Both kids are gone now. 

Linda and I are learning that these 
adventures always end. It hurts. They say 
you just start out on a new journey. Maybe. 
Right now I'd like to be back in the truck. 

© Copyright 1994 by Catholic News Serence 

23 students from Marian College are selected by ‘Who's Who’ 
The 1995 edition of Who's Who among Students in 

American Universities and Colleges will include the 

sames of 23 students from Marian College who have been 
cted as national outstanding leaders. Campus nomi- 

ating committees and editors of the annual directory 
jave included the names of these students based on their 
academic achievement, service to the community, leader- 

hip in extracurricular activities and potential for 
continued success. The students listed from Marion 

county are: Sharon Goebel, senior psychology major and 
graduate of Cardinal Ritter High School; Casady L. 

Kramer, senior psychology major an¢ graduate of Scecina 
Memorial High School; Erin O'Connell, senior nursing 

major and graduate of Cardinal Ritter High School; 
Lucille Perry-Highbaugh, senior sociology major and 
graduate of Broad Ripple High School; Maria C. Vespo, 
senior dietetics major and graduate of Scecina High 

  

School; Mrs. Debbie L. Vahary, senior nursing major 
and graduated out-of-state 

St. Mary of the Woods will host the second annual 
Indiana College and University Creative Writing Day 
and Contest on Feb. 17-18 in the SMWC Library. Creative 
writers and editors of creative writing publication won't 
want to miss a visit by highly acclaimed poet Naomi 
Shihab Nye. Writers may submit work for the poetry and 
short fiction contest until Jan. 15, 1995. Contest applicants 

may submit up to three works per category and be 
registered for Creative Writing Day, For more informa- 
tion or to register, call Patrick Harkins at 812-53 5292.   

A Young Adult Catechetical Day, “I Believe ... We 
elieve”’ will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Feb. 4 

at Eagle Creek Park. The day has been designed as a pilot 
for young adults in their 20s and 30s. It will be a day of 
   

    

prayer, reflection, sharing, educational input and an 
opportunity to form a small faith community For more 
information, call Ann McGuire at 317-236-1430. 

The Indianapolis Speech and Hearing Center has 
teamed with Butler University to develop a preschool 
language program to meet the needs of children with 
problems in communication development Children, ages 
three to six, with speech or language delays and/or 

hearing impairments are eligible for this class. The class 
will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 

am. at the Indianapolis Speech and Hearing Center in 

Broad Ripple. Classes will be taught by a licensed 
speech-language pathologist and two speech pathology 

clinicians from Butler University. The program will run 
from January through April. For more information, call 
Glenna Kropp at 317-259-8105. 

  

ay the peace brought by the newborn Savior 

be yours this Christmas season and throughout the year. 

  

Archabbot Timothy and the monks of Saint Meinrad 
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YEAREND ROUNDUP OF 1994 TOP STORIES 

Year of broken papal leg, catechism, Rwanda 
by Jerry Filteau 

Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON—Wen the plane carrying the presidents 
of Rwanda and Burundi was shot down April 6 in Kigali, 
Rwanda, scarcely anyone in the world was prepared for the 
tribal bloodletting that ensued. 

By month’s end at least 100,000 Rwandans had been 
massacred and some 2 million had fled their homes. By 
December the death toll was estimated at 500,000. 

The refugee camps created by the crisis were so 
massive that it took months for international relief 
agencies to get control over the provision of basic food, 
water and health services. Thousands died of starvation 
and disease in the camps. 

The tragedy in Rwanda and the international relief effort 

there formed one of 1994's biggest news stories. Three bishops 

were among Catholic church personnel killed. The church in 
Rwanda was criticized for being a party to Hutu-Tutsi 
divisions instead of struggling to overcome them. 

The US. bishops’ aid agency, Catholic Relief Services, ran 
programs serving more than a quarter-million of the refugees. 
In December CRS warmed that Rwandan reconstruction 
would suffer a major setback without international interven- 

Catholics to postpone trips to Sicily and Belgium and to delay 
| a May meeting of the world’s cardinals until June. Months 

later he had to cancel an October visit to the United States and 
United Nations because the leg was healing too slowly. 

At every public appearance TV cameras zoomed in to 
show the 74-year-old pope leaning on a cane and to catch any 

| grimace of pain. Every sign of frailty led to rampant 
speculation about who would succeed him if he died. 

But the pope attended every general session of the 
monthlong world Synod of Bishops in October, which 
discussed religious orders and consecrated life in the church 

In November the pontiff took up his postponed trip to 
Sicily, where he delivered a stirring denunciation of the Mafia, 
and in December plans were still on for a January 1995 trip to 
the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Australia and Sri Lanka 

The pope also presided in November over ceremonies 
creating 30 new members of the College of Cardinals. 
Among those receiving red hats were two Americans, 
Cardinals William H. Keeler of Baltimore and Adam J 

Maida of Detroit. 

Also on the list of new cardinals were several bishops who 

had suffered persecution under hostile governments and one 
of the theological giants of the 20th century—Cardinal Yves 

plan’s support of abortion and contraception and to improve 
its focus on development. His efforts included letters to heads 
of state around the world and numerous public statements. 

At the conference itself, held in September in Cairo, Egypt, 
the Vatican delegation persuaded participants to make 
significant changes in the language of the final document 

Among the pope’s most notable actions within the church 
was a short letter to the world’s bishops May 30 formally 
declaring “that the church has no authority whatsoever to 
confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is 

to be definitively held by all the church’s faithful.” 
The letter came shortly after the Church of England 

ordained its first female priests—a move that caused many 
Anglican clergymen, including retired Bishop Graham 
Leonard of London, to enter the Roman Catholic Church. 

Less than two months before the statement on women 
priests, news appeared of a Vatican ruling, confirmed by the 
pope, that girls could be altar servers in the Latin-rite church. 
At a meeting in June most US. bishops endorsed the practice, 
already widespread in US. parishes. But at least two 
bishops—in Lincoln, Neb., and Arlington, Va.—exercised 

their authority to continue only male servers. 
The US. bishops responded to pastoral concerns arising 

from the women’s ordination letter with a statement in 
  

    tion to halt growing 
the refugee camps. 

The first-ever synod of African bishops, held in Rome April 
10-May 8, denounced the “lust for power” and “‘fratricidal 
hate inspired by political interests” that the bishops saw as 
tearing African societies apart. 

‘Another of the year’s major religious stories began with an 
accident April 28, when Pope John Paul Il slipped in his 
bathroom and broke his leg. 

The broken leg forced the leader of some 900 million 

In March Pope John Paul established a new Pontifical 
Academy for Life, a 70-member academy of scientists and 
scholars to help the church respond to biomedical issues and 
questions of human life and dignity 

During the preparations for the 1994 U.N. International 
Conference on Population and Development, the pope led a 
global public campaign to get stronger language on marriage 
and family values into the final action plan, to reverse the 
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Congat, a 90-year-old French Dominican priest who played a ‘i i 
Meee and in role in t pment of several of srongy the of con ee canal all areas of church life where church law and teaching permit. 

The ongoing Catholic debate over the role of women in the 
church received new impetus from other quarters as 
well—especially in new controversies over gender-inclusive 
language. 

The new “Catechism of the Catholic Church’”—out in 
French since 1992—finally appeared in English in June and 
was widely welcomed. Before the end of the year more than 2 
million copies had been published in the United States alone. 
‘Many US. dioceses and parishes started programs to educate 
their people about it. But the Vatican decision to eliminate the 
inclusive language from the English translation before 
allowing it to be published drew criticism. 

Inclusive language was the source of another controversy 
late in the year as it was revealed that the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith had ordered 
withdrawal of permission for liturgical use of two 
inclusive-language Scripture translations approved by the 
US. bishops. 

One was the New Revised Standard Version, a text 
already officially adopted and published in Lectionary 
form by the Canadian bishops for use throughout 
Canada. The other was the New American Bible revised 
version of the Psalms, a translation done under the U.S. 

bishops’ own sponsorship. 
The Canadian bishops obtained permission to continue 

using their NRSV Lectionary at least for the time being. 
And Cardinal Keeler, president of the National Conter- 
ence of Catholic Bishops, announced that a meeting of 
USS. bishops and scholars with members of the Pontifical 
iblical Commission would be held in Rome to try to iron 

out difficulties. 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who as head of the Vatican’s 

doctrinal congregation was behind the decisions against 
inclusive language, was the key figure behind another church 
controversy as well. In response to a German pastoral 
initiative to permit some divorced Catholics in unsanctioned 
second marriages to receive Communion, he issued a stem 
letter saying there could be no such exceptions, 

For US. Catholics, major issues or news events in 1994 with 

moral or religious dimensions included: 
@ President Clinton rejected proposals in a National 

Institutes of Health report that called for federally funded 
projects involving creation of human embryos for research 
purposes. 

© Oregon voters approved the nation’s first law permitting 
physician-assisted suicide for the terminally ill. In neighboring 
Washington, a federal judge ruled the state's ban on such 
suicides was unconstitutional. 

© Abortion opponent Paul J. Hill murdered an abortion 
doctor and an escort in Pensacola, Fla., a move denounced by 
religious and pro-life leaders 

¢ Health care reform remained stuck in Congress. Catholic 

leaders supported most proposed reforms but adamantly 
opposed the abortion funding mandates in various proposals. 

‘e November elections placed Republicans in control of 
both houses of Congress for the first time in 40 years—a shift 
that was seen as good for the Catholic bishops’ public policy 
stands on abortion but possibly troublesome for some of their 
other social welfare positions. 

© Catholic bishops continued to address problems of clergy 
sexual abuse of minors. Steven Cook  ren« his 
allegations against Chicago’s Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin. 
The Santa Fe Archdiocese settled many claims it faced, but 

new claims surfaced elsewhere. 
© The sensational OJ. Simpson case and several dramatic 

killings of small children by parents or by other children 
highlighted a growing national concern about the rising tide 
of violence in American society. The U.S. bishops issued a call 
for grass-roots family and parish efforts to reverse the trend, 
and men’s religious orders made the fight against violence a 
national priority. 

Violence was a major element of 1994 news elsewhere 

around the world 
The civil war in Bosnia-Herzegovina continued for its third 

year with no signs of relief despite continuing efforts by 
religious and political leaders to end it. Pope John Paul visited 
Zagreb, Croatia, in September. But Serbian Orthodox Church 

objections stopped him from also going to Belgrade, 
‘Continued on page 37) 
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| Cuba-US. talks to end the US. embargo. Pope John Paul also “democratic capitalism,” who received the Templeton Prize 

e | urged an end to the embargo, and Cardinal Keeler asked the | for Progress in Religion. 

| Clinton administration to heed the pleas. Cuban refugees | e Feminist theologian, Sister of St. Joseph Elizabeth A. 

eVLEw | Clinton, odmtinued! to make perilous boat crossings to | Johnson, author of “She Who Is," whe received the US. 

| Florida. 
| Catholic award for contributions to the advancement of 

2 o New Year's Day 1994 marked the start of an armed | women. 

e e Catechism | uprising by impoverished Indians in Mexico's Chiapas | Leading Catholic figures who died during the year 

othe | state. Bishop Samuel Ruiz Garcia of San Cristobal de Las | included: 

LL. Catechism Cathaic Church | ents who was reportedly under Vatican ee | © Thomas P. “Tip” O'Neill, 81, a 17-term Democratic 

for his controversial ministry with the poor and advocacy | as sndusamin Sn 

2. Calre Conference | on their behalf, played a key role mediating government | i of tata 

rebel peace negotiations. 
| : 3 ‘ se P 

cies i | Pe Pee net nn ctence, the Middle East sa | py Goinscarteun week en erstinop bias LEST 

4. Rwanda onan | progress toward a regional peace and Palestinian : oe ipa east ee 

| Self-rule. The Vatican, building on its fundamental © Passionist Father Carroll Stuhimueller, 70, Scripture 

S. Besnla 
agreement with Israel that was signed at the end of 1993, | scholar and theologian: Feb. 21 in Chicago following a stroke 

established full diplomatic relations with Israel and ¢ Jesuit Father Joseph H. Fichter, 85, teacher, author and 

OP st = } Jordan and advanced diplomatic ties with the Palestine | pioneer in sociol cal studies of the U.S. Catholic Church: 

t Liberation Organization. Plans for a papal trip to Lebanon Feb, 23 in New Or! of natural causes. 

= in the spring had to be canceled because of security risks. ¢ Bishop Alvaro del Portillo, 80, head of Opus Dei since 

1. Pope Joha Pau! l os In Northern Ireland the big news ofthe year was an end 6 1975, who oversaw his group's establi as the only 

a quarter-century of civil ife that had left more than 3, rsonal relature in the church: March 23 in Rome a 

2. President Aristide of Hal deta. The Irish Republican Army oreerfire at | heart attack 

3. Catholic Women 
the end of August and opposing Loyalist forces followed suit. Archbishop John L. May, St. Louis 1980-92 

4. President Clinton South Africa saw a relatively peaceful end to nearly half a_| and president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops 

century of apartheid, its national policy of racial segregation 1986-89: March 24 in St. Louis, after a 20-month fight with 

S. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
and white minority rule. Nelson Mandela, who had spent 27 brain cancer. 

years in prison for his fight against apartheid, won a landslide e Dr. Jerome Lejeune, 67, French geneticist noted for 

ee an hes ves elections in | pro-life work and contributions iS discovery of cause of 

0 s presiden' . 
3 a4: . 

1 Publication in English of the ‘ , Down’s syndrome: April 3 in Paris lung cancer. 

pe nace serie Church’ was the year's top pine eve A ass eae «© Russell Kirk, 75, Catholic writer considered a founder of 

in a Catholic News Service poll of Catholic siege oa aS et an contemporary itical conservativism in America: April 29 in 

newapaper editors. Pope John Paul Il ranked No. 1 in A hace acy cre ce pe) | mee congestive heart failure. 

the newsmakers . See “Editorial Commentary” investigations and revelations and media criticism of © Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis, 64, widow of 

lon page 2. (CNS graphic by Caole Lowry) the Irish bishops, who were accused of failing to deal | [iGet Kennedy and shipping, 

quate! with clergy sex abusers in the past. iol oi es ag “ a 

is For Pope John Paul, 1994 marked the start of formal © Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, 75, former Vatican official 

goslavia, and Se ers visit to Sarajevo, | church preparations for the observance of the start of the social justice leader: Aug. 9 at the University of Notre Dame, 

. : cee Casey ee Ge aes tor at jul, 5, stage and film actor from Puerto Rico who 
" e cardinals in June to talk about plans for ). In e ia, 54, stage i 

In ait, the violence by the ruling military rn November he issued a letter, “As the ird Millennium | started goi to Mass again because of his experience playing 

inuing of ee the ji Draws Near,” in which he said the ing of the dl ‘Oscar Romero in the 1969 movie “Romero : Oct. 

under threat of an imminent wasion the junta | millennium could serve as a key to interpreting his whole 24 in New York following a stroke. 

lgarsegee down. US. forces helped to | pontificate. 
Archbishop Arturo Rivera Damas, 71, of San Salvador, 

exiled elected president, Father Jean-Bertrand Among Catholics honored for their achievements in 1994 | staunch human oe advocate El Salvador’s 

ristide, to power. To resolve church difficulties with his role were: 
12-year civil war: Nov. 27 in San Salvador of a heart attack. 

‘uba, last 
lestern Hemisphere, the Catholic bishops called again for a 

ational dialogue, an end to a ban on opposition parties and 

Author, educator and psychologist Sidney Callahan, 

recipient of the University of Notre Dame's Laetare Medal. 

© Phil jan Michael Novak of the American 

Enterprise Institute, noted for his writings advocating 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Pastoral theology is an art | 
BENDING THE RULES, by Jim Bowman. Crossroad (New | 

York, 1994). 214 pp., $19.95. 

Reviewed by Msgr. Charles Dollen 
Catholic News Service 

The story 
noblewoman was quietly insisting that Pope Leo X 

ial dispensation. The pope replied directly, 
custom of the Holy See to grant such dispensations. 
3 di 

is told, however apocryphal, that a certain English 
grant some | taking the letter of the law and knowing how to appl 

  

   

added with a twinkle in his eye, “But you might try an 

‘American bishop.” 

——~ | Chicago. Like most Chicagoans, he presumes that that is the 

| 

That could have been the 

| to find out how they would treat certain difficult moral cases, 
| from birth control to the treatment of funerals to their sensitivity 

introduction to ex-Jesuit Jim | 

Bowman’s treatment on how pastoral theology is practiced in | 

norm for the entire United States. It isn’t. That's what is so 
| misleading about his subtitle, “What American Priests Tell 
American Catholics.” 

Pastoral theology is more an art than a science. It means 

s not the | for the good of souls. It’s something that can be learned by 
” Then he | experience, but it can’t be taught = 

  

spirit 

Canon law is a refuge for some priests; it is a starting point 
for others. Jim Bowman interviewed about three dozen priests 

| to homosexuality. He could find every variation from those 
who applied the law rigidly to those who found it merely a 
good direction to start from. 

The American Catholic laity has been aware of this from the 
beginning of the church in the United States. The laity has 
always “shopped around” for confessors who were more 
lenient, or more merciful, or more reasonable. In the seminary 
we called it “epikeia,” the application of the laws with mercy. 

Bowman gives us some examples of this in actual practice. 
He keeps the identities of the priests confidential, of course, but 
there will certainly be guessing games around the rectories of 
Chicago. If you like that sort of thing, you might like this book. 

(Msgr. Dollen is book review editor of The Priest magazine and a 
pastor in southern California.) 

(At your bookstore or order prepaid from Crossroad/Harper & 
Row, Keystone Industrial Park, Scranton, PA 18512. Add $2 for 
shipping and handling.) 

  

t Rest in Peace 
Please submit in writing to our 

office by 10 a.m. Mon. the week of 
publication; be sure to state date 

priests and brothers are included 
here, unless they are natives of the 
archdiocese or have other connec- 
tions to it. 

+BANET, Mabel E, 68, 

Kuhlenschmidt and Jean L 
Yeager; sister of Benedictine Fa- 
ther Gavin Bams; grandmother of 
five. 
+ BENDER, Juliana T,, 88, St. 
John, Enochsburg, Dec. 8. Aunt of 
several nieces and nephews. 
+ BRINKSNEADER, Elsie Anna, 
77, St. Paul, Tell City, Dec. 12. 
Mother of Dorothy Strobel; 
grandmother of eight; great- 
grandmother of six. 
+ CORD, Emma C., 98, St. Joseph, 
Shelbyville, Dec. 14. Mother of 
Mary Alice Andrews, Edward L., 
Omer W., Alfred D. and Nicholas 
J; grandmother of 25; great-   

grandmother of 47; great-great- 
grandmother of one. 

+ DEAN, Ervin M., 74, St. Mark, 
Indianapolis, Dec. 11. Husband of 
June; father of Fay Schoettle, 
Linda Bondurat, Phyllis Ulrich 
and Kay Tilley; brother of Darrell 
Dean, Gamet Carpenter and Har- 
riet Tucker; grandfather of eight; 
great-grandfather of nine. 

+HARRIS, Harvey H., 77, St 
Bernadette, Indianapolis, Nov. 29. 
Father of Philip L.; brother of E.G., 
Cloyce Fisher, Joyce Ward and 
Pauline Myers. 
+ HERBERT, Gust, 89, St. Mary, 
Rushville, Dec. 14. Husband of 

ky Stewart and Jeanie 
Hawley; grandfather of 50. 
+ HORNBERGER, Harold J,, 63, 
St. Patrick, Indianapolis, Nov. 26. 
Husband of Marjorie; brother of 
Paul R., Sister Mary Catherine, 
Patricia Fischer, Marilyn Keutzer, 
Angela Lee and Norma O'Gara 
+ JEDINAK, Albert, 75, Our Lady 
of the Greenwood, Greenwood, 
Nov. 12. Husband of Marguerite 
  

{A 

  

father of Linda Greiner, 
Terresa Guild, Martha Jedinak, 
Randall jedinak and Margaret | 
Vargo; grandfather of 11; great- 
grandfather of six. 
+JOHNSON, Charles W.. 85, 
Little Flower, Indianapolis, Dec 
11. Husband of Marjorie M,; 
father of Charles W. Jr. John, 
Jerry, Sylvia, Joanne, Judy Gapp 
and Jean DeVore; brother of 
Robert and Frank; grandfather of 
seven. 
+ KENNEDY, Raymond J., 84, 
Our Lady of the Greenwood, 
Greenwood, Dec. 5. Father of 
Susan Carmichael and Carol 
Schofield; grandfather of two. 
+KERSTIENS, Rose E,, 75, St. 
Meinrad, St. Meinrad, Dec. 11. 

Helen 
grandmother of 28; step-grand- 
mother of two; great-grand- 
mother of 33. 

+KIDWELL, Louise H., 86, 
Prince of Peace, Madison, Dec. 10. 
Sister of Sister Marian Wolfschiag, 

+ KIEFFER, Joseph F. Sr., 94, 
Anthony, Indianapolis, Dec 
Father of Joseph F 

St. 
10. 
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Katie Abshier, Patricia Hostetter, 
Bernadette Herbstrnet and Marian 
Wadell; brother of Robert Kieffer | 
and Mary Lutz; grandfather of 36; | 
great-grandtather of two. | 
+LAWSON, Lorene H., St. | 
Gabriel, Connersville, Dec 7. Wife 
of Wayne V.; sister of Irene | 
Horrall and Mary Connollay; | 
grandmother of two. oy 
+ LOESCH, Paul F., 83, Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, New Albany, 

9. Husband of Mildred; 
father of John Loesch and Paula 
Podesta; grandfather of five; 
great-grandiather of one. 
+MEYER, Howard F., 71, St 
Michael, Brookville, Dec. 10. Hus- 
band of Wilma; father of Connie 
Arlinghaus and Gregory E 
Meyer; son of Nora; brother of 
William J. and Dorothy Dumis; 
grandfather of four. 
MIFFLIN, Dee Dee Lilly, 72, 
Holy Family, New Albany, Dec. 6. 
Daughter of Ethel Lilly; sister of 
Raymond Lilly, Bernard Lilly, 
Edward Lilly, Ralph Lilly, Viola 
Montague and Evelyn Bostock. 

+ O'BRIEN, Beatrice G. Keller, 
84, St. Jude, lis, Dec. 11 
Mother of Beatrice DeHebreard, 
Thomas J., John P. and James E.; 
grandmother of 17; great-grand- 
mother of ten 
+ OSBURN, Agnes K. Daly, 75, 
St. Philip Neri, Indianapolis, Dec 
6. Wite of Rudolph; mother of 
Tom Osburn and Judy Aikman; 
sister of John Daly; grandmother 
of four. 
+ SHIRLEY, Geraldine H., 9, St. 
Mary, New Albany, Dec. 15. Aunt 
of several nieces and nephews. 
+ SLINGER, Mary Ann Lobdell, 
69, Little Flower, Indianapolis, 
Dec. 7. Wife of Arthur; mother of 

  

  

  

  Nicholas G. Lobdell, Randolph G.   

| Lobdell, Pierre B. Lobdell, Mi- 
chael J. Slinger, Tina Miller, 
Donnie Bradford, Linda Slinger, 
Kathy Walsh and Susan Patter- 
son; sister of Jim Norman; grand- 
mother of 23; great-grandmother 
of three. 

+STOLL, JoAnn, 55, St. Peter, 
Brookville, Dec. 6. Wife of Ed: 
ward; mother of Frankie, Henry, 
Ruth’ Niese, Marilyn Hountz, 
Donna Grossman, Linda Cobler, 
Georgia, Kim and Mary; daughter 
of Hilda Litzinger; sister of Joe 
Litzinger, Emil Litzinger, George 
Litzinger, Wilbur Litzinger, Al- 
berta Messang, Rita Litzinger and 
Marie Federle; grandmother of 

ven. 
t WAGNER, John William, 72, 
St. Patrick, Indianapolis, Dec. 9. 
Husband of Gwen; father of John, 
Ted and Susan Rogers; son of 
Clara Hanks; grandfather of six. 
tWANEE, Betty M, 73, St. 
Gabriel, Connersville, Dec. 5. Wife 
of Neil D; mother of Pamela 

great-grandmother of one. 
+WERNKE, Alfred G., 77, St. 
Louis, Batesville, Dec. 4. Husband 
of Mary Jane; father of Alfred, 
Robert, Therese Wallpe, Deborah 
Wanstrath and Mary Werni 
brother of Helen Bateman a: 
Irene Behimer; grandfather of 11 
+ WESSELER, Marie, 81, St. John, 
Enochsburg, Dec. 3. Mother of 
Robert Wesseler; grandmother of 
two. 

+ WOODWARD, David M. Sr, 
54, St. Vincent, Bedford, Dec. 11 
Husband of Carol; father of David 
M. Jr, Darrin M. and Dana M. 

     

Baker; son of Frank and Irene; 
brother of Joseph, Frank L. and 
Edwin; grandfather of four. 
+ WRIGHT, John F, 63, St. Paul 
the Apostle, Greencastle, Dec. 10. 
Husband of Betty; father of 
Kathleen Goffinet; brother of Ruth 
Daugherty, Pauline McGregor 
and Beatrice Lindley; grandfather 
of three. 
+ZIELINSKL, Janice, 69, St. 
Louis, Batesville, Dec. 16. Mother 
of Jim, Mike, Steve, Frank and 
Mark; sister of Robert Storey and 
Gene Storey; grandmother of 
eight. 

Providence Sister 

Marie D. Walta 

dies on Dec. 14 
A Mass of Christian Burial 

was celebrated for Providence 
Sister Marie Dolores Walta on 
Dec. 17 in the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception. Sister 
Marie Dolores died on Dec. 14. 
She was 9 years old. 

The former Anna Maria 
Walta was born in Brooklyn, 
New York on Nov. 7, 1898. Sis- 
ter Marie Dolores Walta entered 
the Congregation of the Sisters 
of Providence in 1918. She pro- 
fessed first vows in 1921 and fi- 
nal vows in 1926, 
Sister taught in schools staffed 
by the Sisters of Providence in 
Indiana, Hlinois and California. 
In the Archdiocese of Indian- 
apolis, she taught at St. Andrew, 
Indianapolis. 

Sister Marie is sur- 
vived by several nieces and 
nephews. 

  

  

1601 

Lig o| : £ eo 

Grinstziner Funeral Home, Inc. 
SAM H. PRESTON — OWNER 

The oldest Funeral Establishment in Indianapolis -— Founded in 1854 

“Centrally Located to Serve You"’ 
Indianapotis, IN 46201 E. New York Street (317) 632-5374 

  

  

  

Catholic Cemejeries 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
  

317-784-4439 

The logical choice for 
those seeking Catholic 

arrangements. 
Gene Harris, Director 

435 W. Troy Ave. * Indianapolis, IN 46225 

    Yes, I would like additional information on: 
OMausoleum entombment OGround burial Memorial 
OFamily Lot Areas OPersonal Refere 

    

     

   

  

      

The Full Service Cemetery with Chapel 

Offering blessed 
burial grounds 

and mausoleums 
since 1960 

Member of American Cemetery Assoc 

"ta" 317-849-3616 
9700 ALLISONVILLE ROAD, INDPLS 46250) 

DRUGS: 
It Takes Guts To Say NO! 

    

  
The selection 

    
   

is left up to you. 

LEPPERT & HURT 
eee 
a Ue 
feetrere siete oe 

ER bo 

  

  
  

      

   

  

    
   

          

    

      

Generations 
et I 

Broad Ripple: 475-4475 
1305 E. Broad Ripple Ave. 

Carmel: 848-2929 
325 E Carmel Drive 

Decatur Twp: 856-2627 
3520 Mann Road 

   

    

The Choices are Yours 
Experience. A tradition of service. 
s 

Lawrence: 562-0145 
5215 N. Shadeland Avenue 

Southwest: 637-3733 
1604 W. Morns Street 

Speedway: 387-7020 
2850 N. High Schoo! Road 

  

W FLANNER AND 

   

  

MORTUARIES & CREMATORY 

‘Note our new phone number 

387-7000 
East: 899-7115 

10722 E Washington Street 
Tionsville: 873-3366 

105 W. Pine Street 
Administrative Office: 

387-7000 
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lassified Directory 
‘or information about rates for classified advertising, call (317) 236-1584 

  

For Sale 
APPLE IIE COMPUTER with 
monitor, disk drive, printer, soft- 
ware and hutch. $525. (612) 
579-5957. 

‘or Sale 
ATHOLIC COMMEMORA- 

IVE medals: Popes, Aposties, 
ife of Mary and Christ. 293- 
779 after 6:00 p.m. Great 
Shristmas gift! 

Personal 
Acz—1 EVERY PERSON IS 

AGIFT FROM GOD. | 
THANK GOD FOR 

THE GIFT OF YOU. 

UPRIGHT FREEZER wood- 
framed storm windows. Call 

236-1559. 

  

    

  

    

  

    

TWO INSIDE side-by-side com- 

panion crypts-BB-level. Our 
Miraculous Medal Happy Holidays, Chery! | L@¢v 

Arhonet ‘Vout teed, Kenn | Mausotoum - Oaklawn Gardens 
- Allisonviile Road. Call 846- 

  

EVERY PERSON IS A GIFT | 9614. 
FROM 

on AIRDYNE EXERCISER: Dual 
action fitness bike. $85. Call 
after 6 p.m. Castleton. 578- 
1672. 

GOD FOR THE GIFT 

D OF YOU. Happy 
7 wolidays, Raymond 

‘Your trend, Kane, 

MAS wreaths delivered in N. 
Indpis. $13.00. 257-0628. 

BEAUTIFUL, FRESH, CHRIST- 

GOS Happy Holidays BHO 
  

  

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
65 33 1/3 RPM records. For list, 
send SASE: P.O. Box 47044, 
Indpis. 46247. 

$200.00. 

  

BRICK HOME 1800 sq. ft. 

$79,900. 9 rooms, 3-car garage, 
West side, fireplace. 236-1550. 

  

ANGEL CARD. Personalized 
Christmas or Bi card from 
your child’s Guardian Angel. 
Hand addressed with spiritual 
message for your 3-10 year-old. 
$3/ea. Send Name, Age, Sex 
and Address to: Angel Card 
226 — Windsong 
Greenwood, IN 46142. 

- $75.00. 

  

HOOKED ON PHONICS 
$200.00. Used one time. 780- 

9188. 

  

Lane,   
QUEEN Se sle a sofa. 

  

  

  

    

  

Maintenance Assistant /Custodian 
  

9:30 a.m. - 

Monday through Friday 
Permanent Work 
Excellent benefits, 

insurance, retirement 

6:00 p.m. 

Send resume to: 
Little Flower Church 

    

    

| Roofing/Siding Position bvaliablo 
LOGAN CONTRACTING, CO. * . ° ° “Cnncnae ||| ® Liturgist/Music Director ° 

* Roofing # Dry Wall Repair 
ROR ge eel Parish of 750 households seeks combined liturgist and 

Help Wanted Fainting 2 Sunn music director with knowledge and love for Roman 
899-5464 Catholic/Vatican II Liturgy. Demonstrated management POSTAL JOBS. Start a 5 a Heh 

$11.41/hr. For exam and appli- skills for volunteers/degrees or certificates in liturgy and 

cation info. Call (219) 769-6301 | quae music preferred but not mandatory. Co: rs in 

ext. IN592, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 | Home voice, choral direction, organ (AGO certified) and cantor 
p.m., Sun. - Fri ne training. E: in and of 

Ee liturgical ministries. Salary and benefits commensurate 
ing, Kitchen 

Services Offered femodeling) Residential Rooting val eas g and experience. eee aay is 

All Types General Home Repair 1995. Send resume and 3 references to Searc 

ANGEL CARD. Personalized Committee, St. Thomas More Church, 209 Wallace Dependable/Insured/Tamily Man » ot. , 
(Christmas or Birthday card from’ |]. par Lane, Paducah, KY 42001 by January 15, 1995. 
your child's Guardian Angel. | | estimates 357-8955 i : : 
land with spiritual 
message for your 3-10 year-old. 

Sex | Electrical 

and Address ¢ Development/Public Relations 
indsong ‘ane, HAMMANS ELECTRIC, 

Greenwood, IN 46142. = hos igs : 
St. Elizabeth’s is seeking an 
individual to assist The 

Development Director in various 

development/public relations tasks. 

Reouiremenrs: 
© Excellent oral ANd WRITTEN COMMUNICATION skills. 
© College degree with major in public relations, 

COMMUNICATIONS, MARKETING, ETC., OR EQUIVALENT 

EXPERIENCE 
© Ability to meer deadlines, 
© Familiarity with personal Computers, 

For Consideration, Please Send Resume To: 
Gary L. Wagner, CFO       
    

Sale 
BUCK WOODSTOVE firepiace 
insert, med. size. $250 neg. 

088-3386. 

yea Lise nae - St. Elizabeth's 
no Suto. 2600 Churchan Ave. 

81 312-372-4477 Indianapolis, IN 46203 
- SINCE 1927 - 

For , old and in excellent 
working condition, wood is in 
good shape & some old 

. $375.00. . 

DRUGS | 
It stil takes guts to say "NO"   

  

  
Celebrating 50 Year Anniversary 

  

OOSIER 

House Cleaning 

DANT’S roe 
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE Jeffersonian Apartments 
Carpet, Upholstery, Walls, etc. Quiet eastside community adjacent to Holy Spirit Catholic 

Call 812-486-3264 Church. Lovely 1 & 2 bedroom apartments overlooking 
“Don't Say'Can’t; Call Beoml® courtyard. Fully carpeted, kitchen appliances, gas heat & 

  

sia 
For Complete Building 
Material Needs See... 

  

  

BAVBS behavioral sciences. 
Al 

1-3 yrs. experies 

Sec! 
1 yr. experience in general   

House 
General housekeeping, 

STAR®   

4720 East 13th St. Powell-Stephenson 
Indianapolis, IN 46201 Lumber 

Attention Maintenance Director 
2723S. 7thSt, 235-6263 

MENTAL HEALTH POSITIONS 
Muiti-disciplinary team needed for schizophrenia Financial 

treatment center opening 1/95 
WE BUY 

FULL-TIME POSITIONS - FULL BENEFITS 
Residential Supervisor 

Experienced. Live-in position 
It, weekends off $1100/mo 

Cert. Medical Asst/LPN 
@ in psych facility. $20.0 

  

retary 
fice/computer. $15,000/yr 

Manager 
light cooking. $12,000/yr 

PART-TIME POSITIONS 
Weekend Activity Assistants 

CONSULTANTS 
ATRCAC 

Send resume wireferences to: 
4925 North College 

Indianapolis, IN 46205 
FAX Siz) 926-0456 

oe 

    
  

Mortgages. Trust Deeds 
and Land Contracts 

Nationwide 
Call Ray-Mar Funding 

317-745-0167 
Toll Calis Will Be Reimbursed     

  

    

    "| TB 1 870 | 
NO ANSWER. 

744-42 | 

  

    
  

  
    

    

water included. On bus line, cable TV. Within walking dis- 
tance of shopping & recreational facilities. Eastgate area. 
Shown by appointment only. 317-366-9696     

PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND COOLING CO. 

1127 Miller Ave. 392-3269 

  

  

Classified Coupon 

2 Lines © 2 Weeks for $10.00 1 
! 
1 ($1.00 for each additional line or fraction thereof) 

' 
1 

Write your classified ad on this coupon and send it to us with payment. This special rate applies to 
advertisements which are mailed in or brought in, but not to phoned-in ads. This coupon DOES 
NOT APPLY to: Services Offered, Personal Care, Child Care, Vacation Rentals, Entertainment, 
Instruction or to ANY Business ads, The coupon is for use by individualy ONLY. Advertisers may 

1 place ads at commercial rates by calling (312) 236-1572, or Fax: (317) 236-1593. 

  

| Classification: (for sale. for rent, ete.) 
1 Write your ad below with ONE WORD PER SPACE, including the hone number you want in ; P 

your ad 

Ad: (four words per line) 

Deadline: Friday noon one week in advance of Friday publication date. 

Name 

Phone Address 

ed Ads, The Criterion, P.O. 1717 Indianapolis, IN 46206-1717 

  

Mail this coupon with payment to: Cla   

   Sean] 
Or charge my: OVISA OMasterCard C4) 

Card ® Exp. Date 

Signature 
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Give Peace Of Mind 

This Season. 
Security for family and friends during all seasons. 

$49.00" 
Motorola Flip Phone 

DPC 550 

Nokia 1x12 

Installed Antenna 

No hidden cost     
Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8-8 
Saturday 9-3 

Tote Phones** Christmas Eve 9-3 

Communications Concepts 

ro 842-0272 
by Cellular One credit. 

Pay a $37.50 activation fee eae 8501 Bash re Suite 200, Indianapolis 
Commit to a 1 year service agreement 

with Ceftuiar One. 

- New activation only. ‘saat mies ak PA CELLULARONE® 
Otter expires 2/14/95. < 
Offer valid in the following counties: 
Marion, Johnson, Hamitton, Boone, 
Hancock, Hendricks, Morgan, Shelby. <Gna uk : Eee ata 

‘tet $10 set-up and programming fee   
 


