Archdiocese to mark 50th anniversary

by John F. Fink

The 50th anniversary of the elevation
of the Diocese of Indianapolis to the
status of archdiocese will be celebrated
Saturday, Dec. 3

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein will
preside at a Mass at 11 am in SS. Peter &
Paul Cathedral. The public is invited.

Saturday is th
the patron of the

The apost
creating the
issued Oct 21
apostolic defegate to the
Archbishop An
solemnly procl
instalied Archbis!
the first Archbist

to Giovanr

ed the

Indianapolis

tor the archdiocese

1944, having been established 3.
<ime decree that made Indianapolis ar
archdiocse also created  the dioceses of
Evansville and Lafayette. Gary, which had
been part of the Fort Wayne Diocese, was
created a diocese in 1957

Prior to being elevated to an archdiocese,
the Diocese of In,
March 28 1898 Betore that it was the Diocese
wcennes, established on May 6, 1834

Archbishop  Buechlein is the  fifth
Archbishop of Indianapolis.  Previous
Archbishop  Ritter,
Archbishop Paul C. Schulte, Archbishop
George ] Biskup, and Archbishop Ed-
ward T. O'Meara

napolis was created on

archbishops  were

"CRITERION

Vol. XXXIV, No.9

Indianapolis, Indiana 50¢

December 2, 1994

Five local priests receive papal honors

Msgr. Tuohy named protonotary apostolic,
Fathers Richard Lawler, Schmitz, Sweeney,
Wright appointed prelates of honor

“by John F. Fink

Pope John Paul Il has elevated Msgr
Francis R. Tuohy to the rank of protonotary
p wtolic and four other archdiocesan priests
have been given the title of monsignor as
prelaic.

The new monsignori are Richard ¢
Lawler, Bernard R Schmitz, Kenneth
Sweeney and John M. Wright

The title of protonotary apostolic is the
highest honorary title the pope confers. It is the
highest rank of three ranks of monsignori

The word “monsignor” comes from the
Italian monsignore which means “my lord
All archbishops and bishops are entitled to
the term and they are often referred to as

monsignor” in European countries, but it is
most commonly used in this country to refer
to those having the titles of “chaplain of His
Holiness,

£ honor

“prelates of honor of His
Holiness,” or “protonotary apostolic
Monsignori are entitled to wear dis
tinctive vesture similar to that of a bishop
indicating that they have been given the
honor of being part of the “papal
household
In addition to these five priests, three
other archdiocesan priests are monsignori
Richard Kavanagh, Charles E. Ross, and
James P. Galvin' Msgr. Tuohy was pre
viously named a prelate of honor in 1979,
The last ime a priest of the archdiocese
was named a monsignor was in 1983, when
Gerald A Gettelfinger, now Bishop of
Evansville, was named a prelate of honor
Msgr. Tuohy is currently pastor of St
Luke Panish in Indianapolis, but will become
pastor of Christ the King Parish in

Msgr. Francis R. Tuohy

Indianapolis in February. Born Aug 15
1935, he was ordained May 7, 1961 He has
held numerous positions in the arhdiocese.
including chancellor and vicar general, and
he was the archdiocesan administrator in
1979 after the death of Archbishop Geroge |
Biskup until the installation of Archbishop
Edward T. O'Meara

Msgr. Lawler 15 pastor of St. Mark Parish
in Indianapolis. Born May 26, 1933, he
was ordained May 11, 1959, Among his
NUMETOUs  previous  assignments  were
principal of Shawe Memorial High
School, dean of the Tell City Deanery

(See FIVE LOCAL, page 3
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Indiana bishops renew opposition to death penalty

They say circumstances of the day do not provide
sufficient moral justification for capital punishment
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by Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, O.S.B.

Last week my sixth grade teacher died. Sister Ames
Celeste was one of the Sisters of Providence who had a
profound effect on my vocation. It wasn’t so much what sne
said or taught, rather it was that all

through the years she went out of her

way to keep in touch. It was that way

from sixth grade on. I still remember

my surprise when a swimming instruc-

tor whom I admired at summer camp

said that Sister Agnes Celeste told him

to treat me right. Iam confident that she

will not abandon me in her intercessory

prayers now. May she rest in peace

Sisters passing on to the kingdom and

reading Pope John Paul's best seller,
“Crossing the Threshold of Hope,” last week suggest a
timely topic for this first week of Advent. | see why the
pope’s book has been number one on the best-seller list for
the last three weeks. He’s amazing as he answers the timely
and provocative questions of an Italian journalist.

Toward the end of the book (pages 178-187) the journalist
asks, “Does eternal life exist?” He makes the point that
recently in the church lots of “documents” have been
produced on topical issues, but it doesn’t seem like much is
said about etemal life. “Your Holiness, do heaven,
purgatory, and hell still exist?” he asks.

SEEKING THE FACE OF THE LORD

We need to keep “The Last Things” in mind

Pope John Paul says, “Open the Vatican Council’s
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, to
Chapter 7. The Council talked about the connection
between “The Last Things” (eschatology) and the church on
earth. The pope says he tends to agree that pastoral practice
on this perspective of the church seems to have diminished.

He mentions that, especially in parish missions and retreats, |

sermons about death, judgment, heaven, hell and purgatory
were “a standard part of the program. This pastoral style
was profoundly personal.” He goes on to say that these
sermons went to the very heart of ous inner world and they
stirred our consciences, brought us to our knees and led “to
the screen of the confessional.”

The Holy Father stresses the importance of this individual
and personal approach to “the last things.” He also points out
the Second Vatican Council wanted to raise up the awareness
of the eschatology of the church and the world as well. Both as
individuals and as church in the world we need to keep “The
Last Things” in mind. After all, the ultimate vocation of every
one of us is the call to eternal life. And we receive and pursue
that call in the church in this world.

The Season of Advent has begun. As the very name
lmphes. Advent is a time set aside by the church for

tion and waiting. Liturgically, we not only look
tonand the anniversary of Christ’s birth, Christmas, but we
also renew our sense of Christ’s presence, his coming among
us in word and sacrament now. As the liturgical readings
remind us, Advent is also a time in which we renew our
sense of vigilance and expectation of the final coming of

1
|

Christ and the fullness of his kingdom. It is this latter
expm.m.m and anticipation that speaks to our sense of “the
last things.”

Who doesn't need to be reminded that this earthly life is
but the vestibule to an even more wonderful kingdom? It is
easy to forget our vocation to eternal life in the stuff of
everyday life. Who doesn't need to be reminded that there
will indeed be a final and irreversible moment of truth about
ourselves and God? Who doesn't need to be reminded that
God is merciful, but God is also truthful and just? We need
to remember that we can lose faith, we are free to say noto
God and sometimes we do. We sin. If we mnsﬂ
loose of our faith in God, we toy with the possi
spending eternity without God: that is hell. And it seems
reasonable that if we die with a rather unperfect love for
God, we will be in for a time of purifying love before we
enjoy the fullness of the kingdom: that is purgaory.

Our teaching about “The Last Things” is basd on the
fact that with our marvelous gift of human freecom goes
responsibility. We are able to respond to God's word, to
God'’s love, even if sometimes we don’t want to. Through
the church, Christ makes the sacrament of nourishment, the
Eucharist, and the sacrament of healing, penance and
reconciliation, available to us for the times we fail. The
truthful thing to do is to acknowledge our sins, to confess
them and to repent.

The Advent reminder of the kingdom which is yet to
come and the reminder of “The Last Things" are timely.

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY

we don'tdoit right we nughlhavem pick up

Peace is still elusive in the Holy Land

by John F. Fink
Editor, The Criterion

JERUSALEM, Nov. 19—The uprising in
Gaza yesterday that resulted in the killing of
at least 13 Gazans and the wounding of 200
more shows how volatile the situation is
among the Palestinians.

The Gazans were shot by Yasser Arafat’s
police force. The rioters were protesting the
lack of economic progress in Gaza and the
West Bank since the Palestinians received
autonomy.

But so far foreign countries seem to be
thwarting efforts for peace instead of
encouraging them. When the accords were
signed, the Palestinian National Authorit,
was promised $700 million for 1994. So far
they have seen little of that money.

The problems of the Palestinians in Gaza
were described in detail to me two days ago
(Nov. 17) by Father Denis Madden, the
director of the Pontifical Mission for
Palestine here in Jerusalem. This office was
established by the Vatican to help the
Palestinians.

Father Madden made it clear that,
contrary to the beliefs of many Americans,
the Palestinians are hurting more today than
ever before. We are lulled by the peace
process into thinking that conditions are
improving. They are not, he said.

For example, the Israeli government has
sealed off Gaza so residents there cannot
leave; it's a virtual prison. Formerly, Gazans
were able to travel to Israel to work on farms
or in construction projects. Since they cannot
do that anymore, unemployment in Gaza
has risen from the former 40 percent to 70
percent now.

The best Palestinian hospitals are located
in East Jerusalem, but Gazans are now
unable to go to them. West Bank residents
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can get special permits to go to them, but the
permits have be obtained for each doctor's
visit or each hospital visit and it takes most
of a day to get the permit.

The Pontifical Mission now has about 100
projects to help the Palestinians, including
five health clinics and three dental clinics,
but it cannot meet the demand.

These are only a couple examples of what
the Palestinians are putting up with. As
things get more desperate, it's no wonder
that Hamas is getting more support. And,
Father Madden said, there are Arab groups,
such as the Islamic Jihad, that are even more
radical than Hamas.

“Hamas is a product of Israel,” Father
Madden told me. It developed in the late ‘80s
during the intifada and Israel saw it as an

option to Arafat and a way of splitting Fatah,
Arafat’s faction in the PLO. Then it got out of
hand.

For peace to survive, Arafat must be
supported, Father Madden said. He must
receive the heip that was promised to him.
If he doesn’t, and as economic conditions
don't improve, there will continue to be
threats to peace.

He said that he is cur\mcvd that most

the pieces for 20 years,” he

Father Madden also mmmenled on
President Clinton’s visit to Israel. He gave
me a statement from the Coordinating
Committee of International Non-Govern-
mental Agencies that criticized the visit
because of “the one-sided nature of Presi-
dent Clinton’s remarks, especially in the
Israeli Knesset.” It went on for a couple
pages to point out “the insensitivity to the
reality of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict”
because not once did he mention the
Palestinians or acknowledge their existence.

P’eace is still elusive in the Holy Land.

want
and he feels sure that Israeli Prime
Muuster Yitzhak Rabin would have the
support of the Jews if he 1 ‘ere to encourage
more support for Arafat.

He said that he is hopeful about the
future, but thinks now is a critical time. “If

Ind. bishops oppose death penalty

(Continued from page 1)
more effective deterrent to criminals would
be life imprisonment without parole.”

The bishops acknowledged serious con-
cerns about the cost of imprisonment, but
they noted that some studies have shown
that “the death penalty with the appeals that
are part of that process is more costly to our
society than life imprisonment.”

The call of the state’s bishops for an end
to the death penalty draws on “Confronting
a Culture of Violence,” a statement ap-
proved recently by the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops. The national statement
recommits the Catholic Church in the United
States to a consistent ethic of life, which, the
document says, “remains the surest founda-
tion of our life together.”

The full text of the statement follows:

“In view of the imminent possibility of
the resumption of capital punishment in
Indiana, we, the Roman Catholic bishops in
Indiana, express our deep cencern, realizing
that the morality of capital punishment is
complex and controversial

“The ‘Catechism of the Catholic
Church’ keeps open the remote possibil-
ity that there could be conceivable
circumstances which might justify capital
punishment. It applies the principle of
self-defense to the protection of society.
At the same time, the catechism states

“ “If bloodless means are sufficient to
defend human lives against an aggressor
and to protect public order and the safety of
persons, public authority should limit itselt
to such means, because they better corre-
spond to the concrete conditions of the
common good and are more in conformity to
the dignity of the human person” (n. 2267)

“In our recent statement, ‘Confronting a
Culture of Violence, the bishops of the
United States once again express  our
commitment to a consistent ethic of life
Because we believe in the sacredness and
dignity of all human life, we must speak out
strongly against the violence and death

which now permeate all aspects of our
society. In this culture, which is steadily
losing its respect for human life, and in this
contemporary climate of violence, it 15 our
best judgment as pastors devoted to
defending life that capital punishment will
only serve to inflame the culture of violence
which is already too prevalent in our State.
We know of no evidence that the death
penalty has, in fact, deterred violence and
crime in those states where it has been
restored, and, therefore, we do not believe
that the circumstances of our day provide
f

sufficient moral justification for the death
penalty.
“We believe that the more effective

deterrent to criminals would bc life impri-

OFFICIAL
APPOINTMENTS

Effective November 11, 1994

REV. GUERRIC NeBONA, OSB. ap-
pointed parochial administrator, St. John,
Bloomington, during Fauther Myles Smith
health leave. (Father Myles Smith remains as
pastor and will contnue his pastorate upon
his return.)

Effective January 4, 1995

REV. RONAI D ASHMORE, leaving the
pastorate  at Charles, Bloomingon.
Granted S-Ihhﬂllu

Effective February 15,1995

REV. FRANCIS TUOHY, irom pastor of
St. Luke, Indianapolis, appointed pastor,
Christ the King Parish, Indianapolis.

The above appointments are from the office of
the Most Reverend Daniel M. Buechlein, O.5.B.,
Archbishop of Indianapolis.

sonment without parole. We ack
serious concerns about the cost of criminal
imprisonment. In response to that concern
we note the existence of studies which
document the fact that the death penalty
with the appeals which are part of that
process is more costly to our society than life
imprisonment

“As bishops, we call for a more radical
solution to violence and crime in our society
Our Church remains consistent and in
support of the sacredness of human life and
the dignity of the human person from
conception until death. In our recent
statement ‘Confronting a Culture of Vio-
lence,’ we bishops of the United States say

“ ‘We cannot ignore the underlying
cultural values that help to create the
environment where violence grows: a denial
of right and wrong, cduum»n nw ignores

d | values, an
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United Catholic Appeal exceeds goal by $500,000

Final report shows that more than 34,000 Cathclic
households participated in the 1994 appeal

by Dan Conway

Final figures for the 1994 United Catholic
Appeal show that the annual drive has
exceeded its $3.2 million goal by more than
$500,000 with total gifts and pledges to date
at $3,703,744

More than 34,000 Catholic households (47
percent of the archdiocese) participated in
the 1994 appeal—an increase of more than 23
percent. The 1993 appeal raised $3,381,370
from just over 30,000 households

The 1994 final report was discussed at a
meeting of the United Catholic Appeal
Steering Committee on Tuesday, Nov. 18. At
this meeting, the archdiocese’s executive
director for stewardship and development,
Scott G. Lubansky, described some of the
main reasons why the 1994 appeal was so
successful.

“First of all,” he said, “we had the
exceptional leadership of our general
chairman, James Magee, and his wife,
Peggy. Their willingness to give so much
of their time and talent to attend

meetings and dinners in all regions of the
archdiocese was a significant factor in the
overall success of the campaign. In fact
in the two years that Jim and Pegrv bave
played leadership roles in the appeal, the
number of major gifts to the United
Catholic Appeal has increased by 43
percent and the dollar amount has nearly
doubled—from approximately $600,000
in 1992 to more than $1,150,000 in 1994.”

Lubansky also attributed the 1994 ap-
peal’s success to the personal involvement of
Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, the steer-
ing committee, clergy and parish life
coordinators. “There is no question that the
archbishop’s presence, leadership and vision
for the archdiocese were critical to the
success of the appeal,” he said.

“The archbishop makes a strong case for
the growing needs of the church in central
and southern Indiana,” Lubansky said. “But
1 think the main thing is his emphasis on
stewardship—as a concrete way of showing,
on a daily basis, that we're grateful for the

DEACON ORDINATION—Evansvi

lle Bishop Gerald A. Gettelfinger presents the

Lectionary to Ken Ciano during Ciano’s ordination to the diaconatc at Sacred Heart

Seminary in Hales Corners, Wi

., Nov. 19. (Photo by John Fuller)

Ken Ciano is ordained a deacon;
will be ordained priest in June

l*v Iulm

“This is a great day for Ken Ciano and
a great day for St. Patrick,” said Father
Todd Reibe on the morning of Nov. 19
He joined 38 members of St Patrick
Parish in Terre Haute as l!\.\-\ boarded the
430 am. bus for a five-hour trip to
Sacred Heart Seminary in Hales Corners,
Wis., for the ordination to the diaconate
ot Ken Ciano.

Father Riebe praved with and blessed the
group. The trip was sponsored by the par
in cooperation with the Terre Haute
Club. Several Serrans and their wives joined
St. Patrick parishioners, students and high
school youth.

“We want to shov
Ken and his munistr
The Comboni Missiona

£

our support for
said Father Riebe
priest is filling

in during the sabbatical of St. Patrick’s
pastor, Father Larry Moran
Besides Ciano, Scott Manshield and

Rick Eldred greeted the St Patrick group
in Hales Corners. The are
Terre Haute residents who are
first year at the seminary

“We think this is really great that this
group came all the way from Terre Haute
to celebrate with us,” said Manstield. It
is especially nice to such a good
group of young people attend

two former

in their

ave

Ciano was ordained to the nate by
Evansville Bishop Gerald Gette T, along:
with five other men from around the
country

Deacon Ciano 1s a St. Patrick parish

ioner who will be ordained to the
priesthood on June 3 at SS. Peter and Paul
Cathedral. He will celebrate his first Mass
on June 4 at St. Patrick

Five local priests
receive papal honors
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Msgr. Sweeney is pastor of Christ the
King Parish, Ind olis. Born June 2, 1926,
he was ordained Feb. 28, 1953 He has

nay

as director of the Catholic Communic

Center and as ¢ r of Fatima Retreat
House He is the senior member of xb. b
of consultors, and 1s dean of the Inc polis
North Dear
Wright is a ¢ n the US.
with the rank of ca orn Sept
936, he was ordained May 6, 1962 After
wen N and at Holy Spirit in
Indianapolis, he entered the Navy in 1967

gifts we've received and that we care about
the needs of others.

LH. Bayley, who is chairman of the
1995 United Catholic Appeal, strongly
agrees that the archbishop’s emphasis on
stewardship has made a big difference.

Stewardship is much more than
money,” Bayley said. “It’s also giving
your time and talent—your whole heart
and soul—out of gratitude for God's
many blessings. Sure, the dollars make a
difference, but the greatest gift is when
we join with 34,000 other Catholic
families all over central and southern
Indiana to say that we really do care
about our rcligion, about the education of
our children, and about the human and
spiritual needs of people

A new feature of the 1994 appeal was a
telephone follow-up effort that resulted in an
additional $250,000 trom nearly 5,000 do-
nors. “No one likes 0 be contacted by
telephone,” Lubansky said, “so we waited
until the very end, when all other means had
been exhausted. Fortunately, the majority of

people we contacted were very under-
standing, and the results speak for them-
selves.

“We're especially pleased to note,”
Lubansky added, “that the telephone follow-
up made it possible for several parishes to
reach their goals o to qualify for funds from
parish sharing

To date, 81 parishes have met or exceeded
their 1994 goals and an additional 38
parishes have qualified for parish sharing
funds by raising more than 76 percent of
their goals. Nearly $800,000 of the total funds
raised will be retumned to parishes as part of
the parish sharing component of the appeal.

The United Catholic Appeal is one of
three major income sources for the Archdio-
cese of Indianapolis. Along with parish
assessments and investment income, the
appeal supports archdiocesan programs in
five major areas of the church’s ministry:
spiritual growth (30 percent), family devel-
opment (11 percent), social services (15
percent), educational excellence (19 percent),
and parish projects (25 percent).

ACEE is at the center of the
archdiocesan education ministry

The Archdiocesan Council
for Educational Excellence
has been established

The archdiocesan Office of Catholic
Education (OCE) has established a commit-
tee known as the Archdiocesan Council for
Educational Excellence (ACI

ACEE is a group of npnm‘mue
educational/ catechetical leaders that advises
the Archdiocesan Board of Education in
matters of policy, and consults with the OCE
i curriculum development matters. The
council will serve as a resource for
improving curriculum development

Members of the council are parish and
school administrators, teachers and cate-
chists. They are: Diane Burns, director of
religious education, St M.\lmh\
Brownsburg; Joanne Cauchi, principal, S
Mark School;, Barbara Cmehil, teacher,
Immaculate Heart School; Jeanette Col-
burn, principal, Holy Name School;
Nancy Fllis, teacher, St. Patrick School
Terre Haute; Martha Hartman, principal,
St. Mary, Greensburg, and Benedictine
Sister Joann Hunt, Holy Spirit

Other ACEE members are: Elaine Jerreil
teacher, Roncalli H School;  Annette

Mickey” Lentz, OC Robert Leonard,

director, Aquinas Center, Clarksville; Peggy
Crawtord, OCE; Julie Niec, director of
religious education, St. Thomas Aquinas,
and Mary Powell, teacher, St. Charles
Borromeo School, Bloomington

Kent Schwartz, principal, Holy Spirit
School; Mary Schulz, teacher, Our Lady
the Greenwood School; Bob Casey
assistant principal, and Gerald Wilkin
son, principal, Our Lady of Providence
High School, Clarksville

Yvonne Sheek is chairperson for the
ACEE; Sister for Christian Community
Michelle Faltus is coordinator; and Dan
Elsener, executive director of the OCE, is
a member of the council

“It's important that the curriculum is
written by people in classrooms who
know the needs of the students in the
classrooms,” said Sister Michelle

The ACEE communicates with teachers,
OCE staff, students, administrators, cate-
chists, pastors, local boards, and parents

The

of

whole idea s to strengthen t

COUNCIL—The 3
Christian Community Sister Michelle Faltus, Martiia Hartman, Mary Schulz, Elaine Jerreil,
and Julie Niec. Yvonne Sheek is chairperson. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)

curriculum, which was already good, she
said. The management process used is
critical to the success of the program, said
'ﬂslvr Michelle. “While we work at the
iocesan level, we are still working at
site-base management.”

“Grass roots” people in the field are
writing the curriculum. The subject area
committee members survey all the teachers
about their concerns for the curriculum in
their own areas. A sample curriculum is
worked out and teachers in that particular
area are interviewed

The council meets monthly. Subject area
committees meet between and report back to
the ACFE

In two years, the curricula will be ready
for religion, fine arts and computer. Pilot
programs will be introduced in thes
will during the 199596 school
reading and language arts curricula will
begin in three years.

Nativity hosts
Thanksgiving service

On Nov. 20, Nativity Church hosted
the annual ecumenical Thanksgiving
service of the Franklin Township Ministe-
rial Association.

A congregation of about 300, composed
of members of churches in the township,
shared prayer, God’s word, and fellowship.
They brought food anu clothing for the
ministry of Rev. Lucious Newsom, a retired
Baptist minister who works with the poor
and homeless in Indianapolis

The homilist, Rev. James E. Rudiger,
pastor of Southminster Presbyterian Church,
preached on the relationship between
gratitude and gencrosity

Benedictine Sister Renee Wargel coordi-
nated the service and directed the Nativity
Choir. Donna Rudiger provided musical
leadership for a brass ensemble composed of
members of several churches. Seventh- and
eighth-grade students at Nativity School
offered Illur;,unl dance.

Besides Nativity's pastor, Father Steven
Schwab, and Rev. Rudiger, pastors of Zion
United Church of Christ, Acton Baptist,
Acton United Methodist, New Bethel Bap-
tist, Bethany Moravian and Franklin Central
Christian churches were present

Archdiocesan Council for Educational Excellence includes coordinator
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FROM THE EDITOR

What the church teaches us about faith

by John F. Fink |

Last week, when I wrote about grace, I also had a lot to |
say about faith. This week, I thought | would say more
about what the church teaches about faith. 1 will hardly
exhaust the subjec, though, sinceallof

i is a faith and th
“Cated\nsm of the Catholic Church” is
divided into four parts: the profession
of faith, the sacraments of faith, the life
of faith, and prayer ii the life of faith.

Most writers about frith (and
nearly every theologian of stature
has written about faith) start by
quoting the Letter to the Hebrews:
“Faith is the assurance of things
hy for, the conviction of things '
not seen” (Heb 11:1). American
theologian Jesuit Father Avery Dulles, in fact, titled his
latest book ““The Assurance of Things Hoped For,” with
the subtitle “A Theology of Christian Faith.” I will be
quoting the book in this column.

THE COUNCIL OF TRENT in 1563 called faith “the
beginning of human salvation, the and root of all

will. The act of faith is of its very nature a free act” (No.
160). Or, as St. Thomas Aquinas put it, “Believing is an
act of the intellect assenting to the divine truth by
command of the will moved by God through grace”
(““Summa Theologiae”).

Baptism is the sacrament of faith. The church teaches that
“baptism is necessary for salvation for those to whom the
Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the
possibility of asking for this sacrament” (“Catechism of the
Catholic Church,” No. 1257).

THE QUESTION THAT immediately arises when we
say that faith and baptism are necessary for salvation is,
“What about good people who don't believe what the
Catholic Church teaches or who aren’t baptized?” There is
no doubt that the church once taught that there is no
salvation outside the Catholic Church. The Council of
Florence in 1445 stated: The church “firmly believes,
professes, and preaches that none of those who exist outside
of the Catholic Church—not only pagans but also Jews or
heretics and schismatics—can become sharers of eternal life;
rather, they will go into the eternal fire ‘that was prepared
for the devil and his angels’ unless, before the end of their
lives, they are joined to that same church” (“Enchiridion

justification, without which it is impossible to plezse God
and to join the fellowship of God's children.” To that the
First Vatican Council in 1870 added: ““Since ‘without faith it
is impossible to please God’ and to attain to the fellowship
of his sons, therefore without faith no one has ever attained
justification, nor will anyone obtain eternal life ‘but he who
endures to the end.”

Last week’s column pointed out that faith is a free
gift from God. It also must be freely accepted; it is not
imposed on us by God. As the new catechism says,
quoting Vatican II's “Dignitatis humanae,” “Man’s
response to God by faith must be free and . . . therefore
nobody is to be forced to embrace the faith against his

sy /" 1351).

That pnsmon has changed through the centuries. In
1863 Pope Pius IX wrote that God “in his supreme
mercy will by no means permit anyone who is not
guilty of \olunlary fault to suffer eternal punishments”
(“Singulari quadam,” quoted in Father Dulles’ book).

The Second Vatican Council published numerous texts
on this problem, including this: “Those also can attain to
everlasting salvation who through no fault of their own do
not know the gospel of Christ or his church, yet sincerely
seek God and, moved by grace, strive by their deeds to do
his will as it is known to them through the dictates of
conscience. Nor does divine providence deny the help
necessary for salvation to those who, without bhme on their
part, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God,

but who strive to live a good life, thanks to his grace”
(“Lumen gentium,” No. 16).

What about unbaptized infants? This is another probk'm
the church has wrestled with through history. St. Augustine
taught that unbaptized infants go to hell. This was modified
later by St. Anselm and St. Thomas Aquinas who held that
they would suffer no positive pains but would be deprived
of the beatific vision. That evolved into the teaching of
Francisco Suarez that they would go to a place called limbo
where they would not experience the beatific vision but
would enjoy natural happiness.

The existence of limbo was never officially taught hy Oht'
Catholic Church. In fact, it was once condemned b
Council of Carthage of 418. It is not even mentioned & m ihe
“Catechism of the Catholic Church.” Instead, it says, “As
regards children who have died without baptism, the
church can only entrust them to the y of God, as she
does in her funeral rites for them” (No. 1261).

THE CATECHISM ALSO tells us, “Fou all the baptized,
children or adults, faith must grow after baptism” (No.
1254). St. Thomas Aquinas noted three ways faith can grow:
through a more complete knowledge of the things to be
believed, in a more certain and steadfast assent, and by
belief with greater devotion and trust.

ather Dulles tells us what our faith should consist

: “In our own day, Christians may be considered to

have a relatively educated faith if they are familiar with

the general outlines of Scripture, the principal doctrines

of the church, and the common teaching of theologians
about the main points of faitl

And how do we achieve this? Father Dulles again: ' The
increase of faith normally depends on the regular listening
to the word of God, participation in the sacraments, and the
support of a believing community. These means of grace
should lead to personal prayer and contemplation, deeper
spiritual experience, and greater personal responsibility for
one’s own faith."”

A VIEW FROM THE CENTER

Stewardship and the psychology of giving

by Dan Conway

als who have made significant gifts to

(This column was supposed to run last week,
and last week's column was supposed to run this
week. We regret that they were inadvertently run
out of sequence.—Editor)

What motivates
ple to become P:fa
stewards and to ﬁeely
share their time, talent
and treasure with oth-
ers? Could a better un-
derstanding of the
psychology of giving
help churches and other
non-profit organiza-
tions to improve the
methods they use to communicate with
prospective donors and ask for their
support?

The psychology of giving is the subject of
a book recently published by Jossey-Bass
Publishers, called “The Seven Faces of
Philanthropy.” In this book authors Russ
Prince and Karen File identify seven
different psychographic profiles of individu-

P rensabnel

the basic
“major donors” as uun.m»d in “The seven
Faces of Philanthrop

1. Altruists are people who give because
they believe that giving is a moral imperative
which gives life a sense of purpose. Altruists
tend to give to social causes (anonymously!),
and they frequently focus their giving on the
poor and the elderly. (Nine percent of major
donors are altruists.)

2. Communitarians’ primary motivation is
toimprove the community. They believe that
service on boards and participation in
phnanmn:?u activities can be good for
business. Communitarians tend to support
religious, educational and charitable organ-
zations which “‘give something back” to the
community, and more than other groups of
donors, they want some say in how their
gifts will be used. (Twenty-six percent of
major donors are communitarians,)

3. The Devout are religiously motivated in
their giving, and they channel 96 percent of
their philanthrophy to religious organiza-
tions. Donors characterized as devout are

less likely than others to demand strict
accountability for their gifts, and they are
generally indifferent to ition or
awards. (Twenty-one percent of major
donors are devout.)

4. Dynasts are people who have inherited
wealth and have grown up in a family that
has a history of philanthropic giving. These
donors believe that everyone should be
philanthropic, and more than any other
group of donors, they are willing to take
risks and support activities and organiza-
tions that are outside the mainstream of
society. Although dynasts give to a wider
range of non-profits than other donors do,
they are among the most careful in selecting
which organizations. (Eight percent of major
donors are dynasts.)

5. Investors give with one eye on the
cause and the other eye on estate and tax
benefits. These donors tend to be very
concerned with the effectiveness and
efficiency of the organizations they sup-
port. They carefully scrutinize the organi-
zations they support, and they demand
evidence that their support truly is

“making a difference.” (Fifteen percent of
major donors are investors.)

6. Repayers are people who have received
some personal benefit from the organiza-
tions they support, so they give out of a
strong sense of personal loyalty. Most
repayers have come to believe (usually late
in lx.fe) ﬂm itis important to “give something
back” to God, the community or to
organizations that have made a difference in
their lives (frequently churches, schools or
medical centers). (Ten percent of major
donors are repayers.)

7. Socialites want to make the world a
better place and have a good time doing it.
They also like to be recognized for their good
works. Socialites tend to support high
visibility organizations that are part of a
complex social network. (Eleven percent of
major donors are socialites.)

In last week'’s column, I asked how these
seven characteristics of “wealthy donors”
compare with the gifts of time, talent and
treasure that “ordinary” people make. We
also discussed the relationshiy the
motives described and the bihﬁcal concept of
stewardship.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Death penalty is the most wrenching moral issue of our time

by Antoinette Bosco

Dealh enalty mania is sweeping the
l}‘an o?lwwoﬂsa(thl f };;ge;l

mcaumg this falls TV campaign ads. In some
places 1t appeared that
to get elected this year §
you had to be out-
Spokenly in favor of the
death penalty.

Certainly the death
penalty has gained mo- Bl 4 {
mentum ever since the
US. Supreme Court re-
instated it in 1976, hold-
ing that “‘the 4
punishment of death
does not inevitably violate the Constitution.”

The execution of Harold Otey, 43, on Sept
2, in Nebraska, brought to 250 the number of

lawfully executed in the United
States since 1976.

Waorthy of reflection is the sad fact that
the United States is the only Western
industrialized nation that practices execu-
tion.

No one can deny that upnal punish-
ment causes confusion and pain. Even
dedicated human rights advocates strug-
gle with the arguments for and against
the death penalty when circumstances
put their heads and hearts at odds.

The death penalty may be the most
wrenching moral dilemma of our time. It
is an issue that can't really be dealt with
from our human perspective, but only
through finding our higher selves.

Recently T spoke with Bill Pelke,
whose grandmother was murdered in
Indiana in 1983 by 15-year old Paula
Cooper, who was sentenced to 60 years in
prison for the crime.

Pelke said that at first he had to search
his soul, and then he discovered that an
eye-for-an-eye response would not heal
the hurt of losing his grandmother.

Pelke said he prayed for strength, and
“when God granted my request of love
and compassion, the forgiveness was
automatic. I no longer wanted Paula to
die.”

Pelke then went on to found Murder
Victims" Families for Reconciliation, an
organization for people who suffer because a
family member was murdered but who
advocate abolishing the death penalty.

Pelke said his organization believes
that hatred and the desire for revenge are
harmful and destructive—to themselves
most of all. Members “share their strug-
gles to let go of their vindictive feelings”
and seek healthier ways of dealing with
their grief, he said

To reaffirm how serious it is to take the
life of another human being—whether this is
done by a criminal or by the state—we
should go back to the Bible to be reminded of
the origins and worth of a human life, and
God’s mandate not to kill.

Maybe we should reread what God
said to Cain after Cain murdered his
brother Abel. “Listen to the sound of
your brother’s blood, crying out to me
from the ground. Now be accursed and
driven from the ground that has opened
its mouth to receive your brother’s blood
at your hands” (Genesis 4:10)

The Creator did not, note “did not,”
impose the death penalty.
© 1994 by Catholic News Sercice
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is—just as clearly—the position of those who
call themselves pro-choice.

Where to go from here? The present
pro-choice mentality will not be changed
immediately, nor will the American people’s
discomfort with abortion go away. And it is
unhkd\ that thu new Congress will adopt a

The elections: after
the dust settles
" by Bishop James T. McHugh

As the election dust c~~tinues to settle, it
is important to look at sults and their
implications for the , r-lfe movement
Many factors brought about an apparently
enormous shift, and more time is needed for
careful analysis, but it is clear that abortion
was a significant factor.

In a Nov. 9 Wirthlin poll, 26 percent of
voters said the issue of abortion affected their
votes: 18 percent voted for candidates who

abortion, while 9 percent voted for
candidates who favor abortion. Even Presi-
dent Clinton admitted that abortion was a
“big part” of the vote that totally changed
Congess and some highly visible govemnor's
seats. In any case, some facts are already
clear and should give us reason for careful
planning.

First, no pro-life incumbent lost his or her
seat because of a pro-life position. In one or
two races, an incumbent pro-life Democrat
lost to a Republican pro-life challenger.

A second phenomenon is also interesting.
Many of those newly elected, both in
Con, and in governorships, are at least
less in favor of abortion than their adversar-
ies. For example, in New York, defeated Gov
Mario Cuomo had made his pro-abortion
position very clear; the newly-elected gover-
nor, George Pataki, favors some restrictions
on abortion, but did not campaign on the

In Pennsylvania, where Mark Singel and
Thomas Ridge campaigned for the open seat
being vacated by Gov. Robert Casey, Singel
was a strong abortion advocate, while Ridge,
who won the election, supported Pennsylva-

nia’s law which mandates informed consent
for women, parental notification, and other
protections.

In that state’s Senate race, winning
Republican Rick Santorum is pro-life, while
defeated Democrat Harris Wofford had
asserted his pro-abortion position. Governor
Casey, the state’s leading Democrat, had
refused to endorse Singel and Wofford
because of their pro-abortion positions.

Perhaps even more interesting, Peg
Luksik (a self-avowed “Mom in tennis
shoes” with no political history), who ran for
govemor of Pennsylvania on a pro-life
platform and spent less than $300,000,
garmered almost 15 percent of the vote
Luksik had been generally dismissed as a
viable candidate, but she campaigned well,
her people worked hard for her, and her
pro-life position was a definite plus.

An important factor in the election was
also the work done by the Christian
Coalition. Often dismissed as the “radical
religious right,” the Coalition applied itself
to the hard organizational work that gets
people elected. It educated people about
issues, and let people know where candi-
dates stood on issues of concern. Because of
its efforts, many voters who might otherwise
have stayed home came out to vote.

Another factor may also be that those
who align themselves with the very liberal
end of the political spectum, including a
great number of Democratic leaders, and
including some Catholic leaders, have closed
their eyes to the disastrous implications of
their positions on abortion and sexual
freedom.

The American people remain very un-
comfortable with abortion, and generally
would allow it in very few instances.
Members of the “silent majority”” may not
enter the public debate, but they clearly do
not accept abortion on demand, which

protecting  the
unbum But lhc immediate pro-life agenda
should look to restricting federal funds for
abortion at home and abroad; health care
reform should exclude abortion; states
should adopt laws with Pennsylvania-type
protections which have already been upheld
by the courts; then further protections for
women and unbom children should be
sought.

In short: pro-lifers should seize the
|mmcd|aml) doable, and then further

the often K to

abortion on demand that is out there and
that was so evidence in a careful reading of
the election results.

(Bishop McHugh is the Bishop of Camden
and a member of the bishops' conference’s
Committee for Pro-Life Activities.)

Carpe diem because
tempus fugit

by Shirley Vogler Meister

Post-Communion time for me is precious.
Once I return to my place after receiving the
Holy Eucharist, I'm rarely distracted by
other communicants fil-
ing by. One Sunday,
however, | raised my
eyes and saw a woman
receive the host, then
almost immediately
look at her wristwatch, [
tried to imagine the
reasons for her doing so.
None seemed logical

My  meditation
changed from prayer to
pondering, and I concluded that looking at
her watch must have just been a habit.

My mother-in-law had the same propen-

To

r. Congar made
good use of exile

May I be allowed to append a footnote to
the editor’s comment (Criterion, Nov. 18)
made on the occasion of Dominican Father
Yves Congar being named a cardinal?

In the 1940s, in France, I had the privilege
of knowing Father Congar. Some years later,
when I served on the faculty of Cambridge
University (England), I was surprised to
meet them there. When questioned about the
reasons for his presence, he laughingly

d

hat, deved

for his superiors in mee, he had been

“exiled” (his word) to the Dominicans in
Cambridge. Father Congar hoped that with
the help of the university’s splendid library,
he would make good use of the time of his
exile. To all evidence, he did.

Depressed as | have been by witnessing the
recent hounding out of an outstanding priest
from his parish by a bunch of intriguers, the
news of Father Congar’s elevation gave me
double pleasure. There is hope for redress on
condition that you reach %0.

Professor Deris Sinor
Bloomington

word is not getting through to the
Catholic people.

This should not be hard to understand, it
seems to me.

As one who talks to people from several
different parishes regularly, it is apparent to
me that many of our priests are not teaching
what the church teaches as they should, and
as many Protestant ministers do. Whether
it’s from a misguided fear of losing their tax
exempltion or what, I do not know.

If it is this fear of losing their tax
exemption, they should listen to the 700
Club. Pat Robertson does not hesitate to tell
his listeners how they should vote. Perhaps
he feels it is important that he does his duty
as a minister and teach properly than to
worry about his tax exemption.

The only way people learn is by being,
taught. And, since so many people do not
read, the only way they will learn is to be
told from the pulpit. I have read that
approximately 40 percent of Catholics
voted for President Clinton, even though
he was strongly in favor of abortion.
Perhaps, with proper teaching, they
would have voted differently, and we
would not have had two more liberal
appointees to the Supreme Court, fetal
tissue experimentation, etc.

Mary E. Taylor

Why some Catholics
approve euthanasia

The Nov. 4 edition of The Criterion carred
an editorial commentary by John Fink titled
‘A New Poll on Physician-Assisted Suicide.”
He said that a recent poll showed that more
Catholics approve of euthanasia, and fewer
oppose it, than do our fundamentalist
Protestant brothers and sisters.

Although the Catholic Church is clear
in its teaching of the sacredness of all
human life, Mr. Fink is disturbed and
astonished, as he should be, that the

P

sity. dly during the day, she would
compare her watch with the multiple clocks
in our home, and she’d be upset if they
didn’t jibe. She would glance at her watch
when she saw a plane roar overhead or if she
heard the phone ring.

Perhaps she sensed time’s importance
because she knew her life was ebbing. As
Fnglish author Samuel Johnson said, “Time

moves slowly to one whose whole employ-
ment is to watch its flight.”

Tempus fugit: time flies.

American poet Henr Wadsworth Long-
fellow wrote in his “I'<alm of Life”: “Art is
long, and Time is flecing/And our hearts,
though stout and brave,/S.ill, like muffied
drurms, are beating/ Fune'al marches to the
grave

Through the parade of life, each of us
chooses how we spend time—or, better how
we can use it constructively.

Like the elderly woman, most of us
usually watch our time. Radios, calls and
alarms jar us into daily routines, responsibili-
ties and pleasures. With calendars, we keep
order—or disorder—in our lives, often
cramming more into a day than is comfort-
able or possible.

The film “Dead Poet’s Society” empha-
sized carpe diem: seize the day. This doesn’t
mean throttling it with a frenzy of activities.
Time isn't the maniac scattering dust, as
English Poet Alfred Lord Tennyson thought.
Stress, the enemy of longevity, is. With
firmness, seize the day, then embrace it
gently with a reasonable schedule.

American statesman Benjamin Franklin
equated the wasting of time with the lack of
prosperity. “Time is money,” he said. True,
industrious action produces success. But
financial ambition can be quickly tempered
with the Chinese proverb: “An inch of time
cannot be bought by an inch of gold.”

As | try to understand time and its

1 think of St. ine, who
ol»u\cd “1 know what time is, unul you
ask me to explain it.” Scholars continue to
try, however, with lucid words and exam-
ples through poetry and philosophy, linguis-
tics and anthropology, history and
mythology, metaphysics and science.

Like the women with their watches, we
are all “time-haunted,” a term ].B. Priestly,
British novelist and dramatist, applied to
himself when he wrote his intriguing book
“Man and Time.” Despite ponderings, time
is elusive and relative.

G A Nobel Pri:
physicist Albert Einstein’s comment on his
theory of relativity shows, simply, how
perceptions of time v ‘When you sit with
anice girl for two hours, you think it's only
a minute. But when you sit on a hot stove for
a minute, you thiik it's two hours.”

So when my mother-in-law “wasted”
time by clocking planes overhead or a
communicant peeked at her watch, both for
no apparent reasons, that's relative to their
states of life. The women . . . Holy Eucharist
.. post-Communion meditation . .. life . . .
time: all are precious.

LIGHT ONE CANDLE
Might women b

by Fr. John Catoir
Director, The Christophers

As you know, the apostolic letter of Pope
John Paul Il declaring that the church has no
authority whatsoever to ordain women to
the priesthood jolted the
hopes and aspirations of
a significant number of
Catholics.

Immediately after
the Holy Father issued
this statement, Cardinal
Carlo Martini of Milan
encouraged those who
were disappointed by
the pronouncement to
focus on what the pope
did not say. For instance, he reminded us
that the ordination of women to the
diaconate was not ruled oat After all,
deaconesses are mentioned in the New
Testament

In more

recent times the idea of
deaconesses has been gaining

The Critcrion welcomes letters from its
readers. Its policy is that readers will be free
hexprnmopummaw&wd

perate in tone, reflect a basic m\n of
courtesy towards others and a willingness to
hear the viewpoints of others, and within
space limitations.

Letters must be signed and contain the
writer’s full address, aithough his/her name
may be withheld for a good reason.

Letters for publication should be sent to
The Criterion, P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis,
Ind. 46206.

favor. In 1976, when Pope Paul VI approved
a declaration by the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith entitled “Inter Insig-
nores,” he affirmed the need for more study
on the question of the ordination of women
to the diaconate. Echoing this nxnmmcndn-
tion, an early draft of the bishops’ “Pastoral
Letter on Women's Concerns” also favored
it. Though that letter was never promul-
gated, the first few drafts expressed an
openness to the exploration of new forms of
ministry for women in the church.

Many Catholics oppose any form of
change regarding the role of women. Some
0 100 far. | remember reading an article by
a priest in which he scolded the pope for the

ecome deacons?

serious mistake of allowing girls to serve at
Mass. This priest claimed that the pope’s
permission only excited the appetite of
feminists for ordination to the priesthood.
He then had the temerity to usge the Holy
Father to withdraw his permission and
disbar altar girls at Mass. Fortunately, the
pope did not listen.

The church upholds an essential equality
between men and women, but many women
are not impressed by mere words. The
church is in fact a patriarchal society. Dr.
Catherine Mowry LaCugna, a theologian at
Notre Dame, writes: “God did not preordain
or intend that men are superior and women
inferior; rather this is the order of fallen
human nature.” Her reasoning is rooted in
the theology of the Blessed Trinity, and she
makes a strong case.

Why does being a woman eliminate a

erson from certain ministerial roles in the
church? In nearly every other society women
are eligible for positions of influence and
power. The pope’s recent apostolic letter
attempts to answer this objection.

Is it possible that there might come a day
when women will be ordained deacons in
the church? I think it is highly possible.
“Gaudium et Spes” (The Pastoral  tination
on the Church in the Modem World)
committed all future popes to be open to the
signs of the times in these words: “
church has always had the duty of
scrutinizing the signs of the times and of
interpreting them in the light of the Gospel”
(No. 4).

It seems to me that there will be more
scrutinizing on this issue in the years ahead

(For a free copy of the Christopher News Note

Shaping the Future,” send a stamped, self-ad-
dressed envelope to The Christophers, 12 E. 48th
St., New York, NY 10017.)
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Open the window to life

by Al ‘x”‘i)mh'y

A kitchen window that looks out upon
a busy street is a perfect place for
watching the world come awake, for
savoring a sky full of dreams

‘‘Seize the mo-
ment,” a commerciall
has told me many

times, so this was the
moment to seize along)
with an armload of|
breakfast no-no’s, and|
to settle down to a
leisurely breakfast
with no demands or
interruptions.

Why, then, in the ~
midst of my
chomping, did I get a sense of eyes
staring at me? A window is a two-way
street; three little sparrows were perched
on the outside feeder, watching every bite
1 took and giving me a “What's holding
up the birdseed” look. Who could savor a
meal in full view of the starving? I had to
get off my dutf and respond.

Isn’t that part of what life is all about?
That as long as there are hungry tobe ted we
can’t just sit and grow fat?

However, seeing the world through o
window that reflects others’ problems can be
therapeutic and thought-provoking; can
help diminish any problems we have:

It s msps to contemplate the
pretty little woman, saddled with care of
a chronically ill spouse, passing on her
way to and from daily Mass where she
finds repose and renewal

Watching a couple of big, lumbering
school buses carrying little riders far from
their neighborhood schools and familiar
environs makes me question the wisdom of
such a demanding law. Has it been worth it?

I'm entertained at the dexterity of a
white collar worker, in a rush to join the
interstate crush, who steers his car with

R

one hand while juggling a sticky dough-
nut and hot coffee with the other

Does all of this sound like a Saga of a
Snoop Sister avidly awaiting the movements
of others? Let's hope not. Kitchens were
made to cook and to eat in, and windows
were put there for light and enjoyment of
God's world. So should | wear blinders?

Speaking of blinders and snoops I am
reminded that architects of my childhood
days, with infinite sensitivity, designed
houses where dining room and kitchen
windows were placed exactly opposite
duplicate windows next door. Although
we never knew when the woman next
door ate her evening meal, she knew
when we ate ours. Drawing up a chair
behind her window curtain she pro-
cecded to watch while we ate

More than once my angered father got up
from the table and abruptly jerked the kitchen
blind down. Protests from my mother, “Oh,
that's so ignorant!” drew glares from him. “So
who's she? Emily Post?”

The time and circumstance for viewing
the outside world from my window are
varied. Not all days are April-in-Paris-
chestnuts-in-blossom days. Some are
strictly D as in dismal

But that doesn’t deter some good people
who are striving to make the world a more
liveable place. There is a middie-aged
woman donning raincoat and bonnet, setting
out to keep a standing date with her
prayer/breakfast support group who help
cach other cope with loss of a spouse.

An aging neighbor, plagued with a
series of health problems, never lets a
little rain keep her from Volunteer Day at
a retirement center. She helps residents
there; they help her feel needed. And
who of us doesn’t want to be needed?

Many windows mirroring needs abound.
In a world of greedy downsizing where
hardworking people have lost jobs there is
hunger and fear. Not freeloaders who make
a career of welfare, they need any help we
can give and they need it now.

THE

KEEP GIVING GIFTS

candies and calendars.

Largest Selection of Nativity Sets & Pieces, Religious Pictures,
Plaques, Bibles, Rosaries, Statuary, Hummeis, Missals, Prayer
Books, Medals & Crosses, including solid gold. Advent wreaths,

Religious

videos.
cassettes
and tapes.

Religious Christmas Cards
Hours: Monday thru Friday — 9:30 to 5:30
Saturday — 9:30 to 5:00

Krieg Bros. Estabished 1892

Catholic Supply House, Inc.
119 S. Meridian St., Indpls., IN 46225
(2 blocks South of Monument Cirde)

317-638-3416 or 1-800-428-3767

Parking South of Store

Several church and food pantries in
any given area will gratefully
whatever we can give, whether the
tood package or the extra dollar

check-it-out . . .

Marian Heights Academy in Ferdinand,
formerly known as Academy Immaculate
Conception, will kick off its 125th anniver-
sary by hosting regional gatherings of
alumnae on Sunday, Dec 4. Bloomington
area alumnae will attend 10 am. Mass at St
Charles Borromeo Church, followed by a
brunch. Call Linda (Sutton) Blackwell, ‘77 at
812-339-7438 for details. Alumnae from the
Indianapolis area will attend 11 am. Mass at
St. John Church, and lunch at the Omni
Hotel afterward. Call Maureen Dobie, 74 at
317-257-7051. New Albany and Clarksville
area alumnae will attend St. Mary Church in
New Albany for 9 am. Mass. A meal will be
held at 10:30 a.m. in the upstairs baliroom of
the Robert E. Lee Inn. Call Margaret Flispart,
'53 at 812-945-8974.

The Board of Catholic Fducation of St.
Michael School, 3352 W. 30th Street will host the
6th Annual Angel’s Attic scholarship
benefit from 9 am. to 4 pm. on Saturday,
Dec. 3. Everything from quilts, clothing,
country animals, jewelry, Raggedy Anns
and potpourri, tree toppers, sweatshirts and
wood crafts will be available. Admission is
$1 for adults, children free. Hot lunches and
snacks will be available all day

The Second Orthodox/Catholic Forum to
Highlight Monastic Life will be heid at 7:30
Em on Tuesday, DECFMBER 6 in the

lessed Sacrament Chapel of SS. Peter and
Paul Cathedral, located at 1347 N. Meridian
Street. The free event will focus on the
contemplative role and the role of monastic
groups in churches.

Free Bereavement Seminars to assist
families who are grieving during the holiday
season will be held carly this month
“Surviving the Holidays” will be hosted by
Feeney-Homak Mortuaries at 2 pm. on
Sunday, Dec. 4 in the Shadeland Chapel,
1307 N Shadeland Ave. “Hope and Healing
for Those who Grieve” will be sponsored by
Kraft Funeral Home, New Albany from 2 to
4 p.m. also on Sunday, Dec. 4

A Prayer Vigil and Rosary for Life will
be held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 5 in St
Patrick Church, Terre Haute. The evening’s
events will include song, Scripture readings,
reflection and recitation of the rosary

The Apostolate for Family Consecra-
tion is currently running two Novenas in
the area. A “Divine Mercy”” Novena is
being held at St John Parish, Starlight,
and a “Healing Through Consecration to
Jesus through Mary” Novena at St
Anthony of Padua Parish in Clarksville
Both Novenas begin at 6 p.m and end at 7
b.m. on Sunday evening, Confessions are
Lmrd at St. Anthony’s during the Holy
Hour, ending with Benediction. Call
812-948-2003 for more information

An Angel Display is being held at St
Meinrad Archabbey library through Decem-
ber 31, except for the Dec. 23-26 holiday. The
exhibit, open to the public from 8:30 to 11:30
am. Monday through Friday EST, and
from 1 to4:30 p.m. Monday through Sunday
includes more than 400 ornaments, artwork
and figurines in the angel motif

The Archdiocesan Parish Secretaries
Support Group will hold its monthly

luncheon meeting at 12 noon on Wednesday,
Dec. 14 at S5 Peter and Paul Cathedral
rectory, 1347 N. Meridian Street. Thicre will
be a $5 donation for lunch, with reservations
due by Dec. 5. Bring your church bulletin
and a $5 exchange gift

Alumni basketball stars from Indiana
and Purdue Universities will face off for the
sixth time at 2 pm. on Sunday, Dec 11 in
Southport High School fieldhouse for the
benefit of the Boy Scouts of America
Admission to the “Hardee’s Shootout for
Scouts” is $5 for adults accompanied by
registered Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and
Explorers. Children under six admitted free
For more information call 317-925-1900

The Mental Health Association of
Marion County will hold its 44th annual
Christmas  Gift Lift, serving people

suffering from mental illness who live in

local community-based residential facili

ations of new, unwrapped gifts

and personal care items in

particular are welcome. They may be

taken to all Indianapolis city fire stations,
h 4

and sur
fire stations, and the IPALCO lobby on
Monument Circle.

s . . .

Benedictine Sister Romaine Kuntz,
originally of Monastery Immaculate Con-
ception in Ferdinand, has been appointed as
superior of Monasterio Paz de la Cruz in
Morropon, Peru. She will serve as superior of
the Peruvian mission, of which she was a
founding member in 1969, until 1998, Sister
Romaine is the daughter of Helen (Weigand)
Kuntz and the late Carl Kuntz. Born in
Evansville and raised in Fulda, she entered
the Ferdinand monastery in 1956. She made
final monastic profession in 1961

The 1994 recipients of Regan-Evrard-Cur-
ley scholarships at St. Memnrad Seminary
have been named. They are: Nicholas
Serpas, a sophomore from Indianapolis;
Benedictine Brother Brendan Moss, in
third-year theology at St. Meinrad Archab-

 Eric Wayt, a senior from Seymour; and
Darvin Winters, a senior from Indianapolis.
The scholarships are awarded to priesthood
candidates studying for the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis and St. Meinrad Archabbey

CORRECTION! The announcement of
the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Thomas
and Catherine Steppe in the Nov. 18
Criterion contained several mustakes, for
which we apologize. The Steppes renewed
their vows at a Mass on SUNDAY, Nov. 20
They have SEVEN children: Mary Eliza-
beth, Helene, Michael, Margaret Price,
Alice, Tom and James.

PROVIDENCE CHAPEL—Nativity School eighth-grader Marc Ertel proclaims a Scripture
reading during the first Mass celebrated in Providence Chapel, a remodeled worship space
in the Nativity Parish Center.
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Three from Tell City receive Charity awards

by Peg Hall

Catholic Charities of the archdiocese
ts g accorp
of three women of the Tell City Deanery
Peg Brenner, who has been on the board
of Tell City Deanery Catholic Charities since
1987 and currently serves as treasurer, was
presented the board member of the year

B it

TELL CITY THREE—Tom Gaybrick, archdiocesai

with the Tell City Deanery winners

award by Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein at
the Nov. 8 awards dinner in Indianapolis.

Brenner was cited for her interest in
charity and social justice. In addition to
Catholic Charities, she is active in her parish
of St. Paul, Tell City, as lector, choir member,
eucharistic minister and member of the
stewardship committee.

Her community involvement
cludes the Council of

in-
Agencies and

of Catholic Charities, gathers
winners of annual awardi (from left): Susan Hughes, Janice
Weme and Peg Brenner. (Photo by Peg Hall)

membership on the executive board of
Perry County Leadership.

Janice Werne and Susan Hughes, co-di-
rectors of the Latch Key program at Rainbow
Cottage in Tell City, were named staff
members of the year. Since their responsibili-
ties kept them from attending the ceremony,
they received them on the following day
from Tom Gaybrick, secretary of Catholic
Charities for the archdiocese

Tell City Deanery began its Latch Key
program in 1987. Hughes joined the staff
in 1988 and Werne in 1989. They became
co-directors in 1991

In presenting their awards, Gaybrick
said, “Both Susan and Janice consider the

care and well-being of children to be their
calling in life, having served as teacher's
aides or providing child care in their homes.

“Their love and concern for children is
obvious when one visits Rainbow Cot-
tage. We would hope that all day care
centers would have a Janice and a Susan.
We consider ourselves indeed fortunate
that we do,” he said.

The Rainbow Cottage serves pre-
school, kindergarten and elementary
school children in a home-like atmos-
phere. Drop-in child care is available for
routine or emergency situations. It is
administered by Catholic Charities and a
small hourly fee is charged

Archdiocesan parishes to observe
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

At 1:15 pm. on Sunday, Dec. 11, a
Spanish Mass will be celebrated in SS.
Peter and Paul Cathedral in honor of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Queen of the three
Americas in the continent, according to
Father Mauro Rodas, pastor of St. Mary
who is a native of Ecuador.

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein will be
the presider, with other priests interested in
the Hispanic ministry concelebrating. The

Advent penance services set

Parishies throughout the archdiocese
have announced communal penance serv-
ices for Advent. Several confessors will be
present at each location.

Following is a list of the services which
have been reported to The Criterion.

Indianapolis North Deanery
December 6, 1 p.m., St. Luke children.
December 6, 7 p.m., St. Matthew.
December 7, 1 p.m., St. Luke children.
December 10, 103m Christ the King.
December 11,3 p.m., Joan of Arc.

Drcembe‘r 13, 9:30 am, Cathedral High

hool.
December 13, 73(‘pm St. Luke.
., St. Thomas Aquinas.

Decemberl p

December 15, 8:15 am., I.mmaculaie Hiart
children.

December 15, 7 p.m., Immaculate Heart.

Dtmmber 16, 8:45 am., Christ the King

Durmber 19, 930 am, Chatard High
School.

December 19, 7:30 p.m., ST. Lawrence.
December 21, 7:30 p.m., St. Pius X.

Indianapolis East Deanery
December 13, 7 p.m., SS. Peter and Paul
Cathedral.
December 13, 7 p.m., St. Philip Neri.
December 14,7 p.m., St Rita.

December 14, 7 p.m., Holy Cross.
December 15,7 p.m., St. Michael, Greenfield.
December 19, 7 p.m., Little Flower.
December 19, 730pm St. Simon.
December 20, 7 p.m., St. Thomas, Fortville
December 21, 7 p.m., St. Mary

Indianapolis South Deanery
December 6,7:30 p.m,, St. Catherine.
December 12, 7:30 p.m., Nativity.
December 12, 7 p.m., St. Roch.
December 13, 7:30 pm., St Mark
December 18, 4 p.m,, St. Patrick.
December 19, 7 pm,, St Jude
December 20, 730 p.m., St Barnabas
December 21, 7:30 p.m., Holy Name

Indianapolis West Deanery
December 5,7:30 p.m., St. Gabriel
December 13, 7 p.m., St. Monica.
December 13, 7 pm., St
Plainfield
December 14, 7 pm., Holy Angels.
December 14, 7:30 p.m,, St. Christopher
December 14, 7 p.m., St. Joseph
December 15, 7 p.m., St. Michael
December 18, 2 p.m., Holy Trinity
December 19, 7:30 pm. St
Brownsburg,
December 20, 820 am.-1245 pm,, Cardinal
Ritter High School

Susanna,

Malachy,

Bloomington Deanery
December 5,7 p.m., St. Paul Catholic Center
Bloomington

December 12, 7 p.m, Our Lady of the
Springs, French Lick.

December 12, 7:30 p.m., St. Charles Bor-
romeo, Bloomington.

December 13, 7:30 p.m., St. John the Apostle,
Bloomington.

December 13, 7:30 p.m., St. Agnes, Nashville.

December 13, 7 p.m., St. Jude, Spencer.

December 15, 7 p.m., Christ the King, Paoli

New Albany Deanery

December 7, 7 p.m., St. Michael, Bradford.

December 11, 3 p.m., St. Joseph, Corydon.

December 11,7 pm., St. Mary, Lanesville.

December 12, 7 p.m., St. Mary of the Knobs,
Floyds Knobs

December 12, 7 p.m., St. Mary, Navilleton.

December 13, 7 p.m,, St. Michael, Char-
lestown.

December 13, 7 p.m., St. John, Starlight.

December 14, 7 p.m., St. Joseph Hill.

December 14, Providence High School.

December 15, 10 am./7 p.m., St. Anthory,
Clarksville.

December 15, 7 pm., Holy Family, New
Albany.

December 15, 7:30 p.m., St. Augustine at
Sacred Heart, Jeffersonville.

December 19, 7:30 p.m., St. Mary, Navilleton at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, New Albany.

December 21, 7 p.m,, St. Paul, Sellersburg.

Seymour Deanery

December 11, 2 p.m,, St. Rose of Lima,
Franklin

December 13, 7
Madison.

December 14, 7 pm, St. Patrick, Salem.

December 14, 7 pm, St Bartholomew,
Columbus.

December 15, TBA, St. Vincent, Shelby Co,

December 18, 2 pm., Holy Trinity,
Edinburgh.

TBA, St. Mary

pm., Prince of Peace,

North Vernon

Tell City Deanery
December 18, 4 p.m., St. Paul, Tell City

Terre Haute Deanery
December 5, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart, Clinton
December 6,7 p.m., St. Paul, Greencastle.
December 11,6 p.m., St. Patrick, Terre Haute
December 11,7 p.m,, St. Joseph, Rockville.
December 13, 7 p.m., St. Joseph, Universal
December 15, 130 pm, St Ann, Terre
Haute.
December 15,
Haute.
December 17, after 530 p.m. Mass, Holy
Rosary, Seelyville.
December 18, after 9 a.m. Mass, Holy Rosary,
Seelyville.

730 pm. St. Joseph, Terre

will begin at noon, with a musical
prelude at 12:30 p.m. before the eucharistic
celebration begins.

Delia Diaz said that there wi}! be an
emphasis on the young Hispartii’' people
during the celebration.

All those who attend the Mass are invited
to the fiesta ion at the Catholic Center
Assembly Hall afterwards.

On the actual feast day, there will be a
Mass in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
as patroness of Mexico, at St. Patrick
Church in Indianapolis, with mananitas

prayers beginning at 6 p.m., Mass at 7
p.m. and a fiesta afterwards.

But festivities begin on Dec. 3, with
novena prayers at different host homes
for nine nights. Participants will pray the
rosary and other devotions, sing, and
listen to Scripture readings.

On Dec. &, there will be a 10:30 am.
Mass at Holy Cross Central School,
followed by lunch for the children.

On Dec. 9, a 7 pm. at St. Philip Neri
Church, Mass will be celebrated for Juan
Diego, the beatified man who saw Mary.

There will also be a children’s Mass at
1045 am. on Dec. 11 at St. Agnes,
Nashville. Religious education classes,
grades pre-school through sixth grade
will pamnpale During the offertory
procession children will bring baby gifts
in anticipation of the coming of the Christ
Child. These gifts will be given to the
Crisis Pregnancy Center to help single
mothers with their newborn babies.

A COMPLETE
OFFERING
ENVELOPE
SYSTEM TO
STIMULATE
STEWARDSHIP

Increase total contributions while
letting PCS take the headaches out of
maintaining your mailing list.

« Personalized offering envelopes mailed
to each contributor's home serve as
gracious reminders to members.

« Pre-addressed return envelopes

encourage giving from vacationers,
shut-ins, and infrequent attendees.

\ J

MAILING
SYSTEMS

« “Address Correction Requested”

message ensures that lists are kept

up-to-date . . . and corrections/dele-

tions are made by our experienced

staff. If your list is computerized, we
can exchange information by
diskette or modem.

* All lists are kept
confidential.

And PCS lets you
have the flexibility to
select the frequency
of mailings and to
designate envelopes
for specific

Congratulations
Archdiocese
of Indianapolis
50th Anniversary
1944-1994

Ask about our Children’s Stewardship
Program . ..
which ensures both the financial strength
of your church, and the spiritual well-being
of its future generations.

Postal Church Service

8401 Southern Bivd., Youngstown, OH 44512-6798
(216) 758-4545, Fax (216) 758-9981

Toll Free (800) 228-6101

A Dwision of American Paper Group, LTD.

fund-raising needs.

a comprehensive program
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ON

} SEYMOUR DEANERY

One Madison parish
now serves area Catholics

Prince of Peace Parish
formed from St. Mary,
St. Michael, St. Patrick
and St. Anthony parishes

T by Peter Agostinelli

Madison is well known as a river town
with a wealth of heritage and block after
block of historic buildings.

But in Madison’s growing Catholic
community, the top priority these
days is building anew and looking
ahead to the future

Madison’s three former parishes, St
Patrick, St. Michael and St. Mary, along
with St. Anthony Parish in China, were
closed in 1993 to create a new parish. The
new Prince of Peace Parish now serves
more than 900 Catholic families from
Madison and Jefferson County.

Parishioners of Prince of Peace Parish
now use the former St. Mary Church in
downtown Madison

Father John Meyer, who came to the
Madison parishes in 1990, has been
pastor of Prince of Peace Parish since its
beginning in January of 1993. Because he
was there during the parish closings, he
knows it has been a difficult and
sometimes touchy process, especially
given the deep roots of many local
Catholics. it just hasn’t been easy to meet
the changes and worship in one space

rter having several ditferent churches for
S0 many years

That was easier for some people than it
was for others,” Father Meyer said

The pastor said there has been good
support in the use of the new parish's
facilities. The current parish center, located
on the same street as the school and right
next to the old St Patrick Church, houses the
pansh offices and meeting space.

Now that the new parish has been in
place for some time, Father Meyer said
parishioners and staff are raising questions
about the need for a new parish hall. The
pastor said the community currently lacks
sufficient meeting and parking space. A new
facility would create more room as well as a
better environment for group assembly

But despite the challenges of the
| transition, significant groundwork had
| been laid for the changes that were about
| to come. For example, St. Mary, St

Michael, St. Patrick and St. Anthony
| parishes had contributed for years to the
| community’s Shawe Memorial Jun-
| ior/Senior High School and Pope John

XX111 grade school. Besides the common-
| ality of those schools, there also was an
| important presence in the community of
| uniting for other forms of Catholic
| education and the various religious edu
| cation programs.
| One other thing that helped was that
| the parishes had started employing a
| merged parish council with joint repre-
| sentation Looking back on it now, Father
| Meyer said, it was part of the process of
| growing together that indicated a re-
| founded parish could become a reality

“It's almost like the refounding con-

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL—Shawe Memorial Junior/Senior High School serves more
than 130 students in grades seven through 12. Prince of Peace’s grade school, Pope John XXII1
School, serves more than 270 students in primary grades.

REFOUNDED—Prince of Peace Parish serves parishioners from three former Madison
parishes and the former St. Anthony Parish in China. (Photos by Peter Agostinelli)

firmed what we were already beginning to
do,” said Father Meyer, who also serves as
pastor of Most Sorrowful Mother of God
Parish in the nearby town of Vevay.

| Shawe Junior/Senior High School contin-
| ues to play a unique role for the Catholic
| community. Shawe is the only Catholic
| junior/senior high school in the Seymour
|
|
|
|

Deanery. And along with Our Lady of
Providence Junior/Senior High School in
Clarksville, Shawe is the only high school

| operated by the Archdiocese of Indianapolis

|| in the deaneries outide Indianapolis. More
| than 130 students attend the school.

| Prince of Peace also enjoys the service of

} its grade school, Pope John XXI11 School. The

|

[

|

|

|
|

school includes almost 300 students in
preschool through sixth grade

Catholic education is one of the
parish’s top priorities. The enrollment at
both Shawe and Pope John XXIII schools
has grown in recent years. Father Meyer
thinks both schools bring a certain
dynamic to the community and help
foster the value of Catholic education.

“It's enjoyable to be at a pansh that
has both a grade school and a high
school,” the priest said. “There’s a sense
of healthiness in a parish that has
Catholic education as a major priority.”

Parish life also has grown in participa-
tion and involvement. Despite the diffi-

(continued on page 9)

SCHOOL MASS—Students at Pope John XXIII School and Shawe Memorial Junior/Senior
High School attended a Mass in the Shawe gymnasium. The Nov. 1 service, celebrated by Father

John Meyer, was held in observance of the Feast of All Saints.
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earthly beings for centuries. Angels
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cult transition, Father Meyer said, there is
a growing activity and enthusiasm at
Prince of Peace. He said one of the most
notable signs of that is that the three Mass
services are nearly always full

The religious education programs are
another big part of parish life. Benedictine
Sister Alice Marie Gronotte, pastoral associ-
ate at Prince of Peace, is coordinator for
religious education programs. Among the
programs offered are a Bible study program
and small faith groups. Religious education
classes are held Sunday momnings

Also, the adult catechetical team
brings important input to the religious
education programs

Prince of Peace

Parish

Year founded: 1993

Address: 413 East Second Street, Madi-

son, IN 47250

Telephone: (812)265-1166

Pastor: Father John Meyer

Pastoral associate: Benedictine Sister

Alice Marie Gronotte

Parish administrator of religious edu-

cation: Benedictine Sister Alice Marnie

Gronotte

Pastoral minister/Director of youth
ministry: Joseph Seaver

Parish secretaries: Rosemary Dirksen,
Mary Jo Jankosky

Grade school: Pope John XXIII School
(preschool-6)

Number of students: 279

Principal: Tami Kruer

Junior High/High School: Shawe Me-
‘morial High School

Number of students: 136

Principal: Rita King

Catholic Community Center: 305 West
State Street, Madison, IN 47250
Number of households: 914

Church capacity: 450

Masses: Saturday-6 p.m.; Sunday-8
am, 10 am. (June through August) or
11 a.m. (September through May)

Joseph Seaver, pastoral minister at Prince
of Peace, helps coordinate youth ministry
activities amid his other jobs at the parish
One plan underway is a retumn trip in the
spring to Oaxaca, Mexico A group from the
parish journeyed to the area last spring to
contribute humanitarian aid at facilities <..ch
as nursing homes and in children’s homes

The mission provided help for the people
of Oxxaca, as well as volunteer experience
for the youth from Madison. But it also
helped develop an awareness of how people
can contribute to the lives of other people.
Students who made the trip last year recently
offered a presentation to other students
about the experience. In other youth-ori-
ented programs, the parish offers four high
school youth retreats. The retreats are
available for all high schoolers, including
those who don’t attend Shawe.

Also, a Christian awakening retreat was
held in October. Another regular youth
ministry feature is the open youth night held
on Wednesdays. The parish center is open
for several hours so vouth can stop in and
gather for fellowship or to study

Another thing that contributes to
Prince of Peace’s youth ministry is the
vouth council, which was established
Several years ago. Seaver said it helps
steer activities, plus the parish youth can
provide important input

“With the youth council established, it
lets the kids discern the direction in which
they want to go and the things they want to
do, rather than just a youth minister or
person in charge telling them what to do,
Seaver said. “It’s good to let them decide the
direction. That way we're more sure that
we're meeting their needs.””

Madison’s diverse Catholic community
demands many different ministries. Along

Weekly profiles will
include all parishes

The Criterion publishes an ongoing series
of parish profiles. Every weck a different
parish is featured. Several parishes from a
deanery are featured every month

After coverage of every deanery, the
series starts over again with the Seymour
Deanery. The process will repeat until every
parish has been featured

|

with the people at Prince of Peace parish and
Most Sorrowtul Mother of God Parish in
Vevay, there are about 200 Catholic students
at Hanover College in the nearby town of
Hanover. There also are the students at Pope
John XXII School and Shawe High School.

The parish stewardship program is under-
way too. Seaver, who also munisters to Most
Sorrowful Mother of God panshioners in
Vevay, said it's going pretty well, with a good
response comipg back from panishioners who
have filled out the stowardship cards

A handicap-accessible entrance has been
added to the church. Some remodeling work
was among other recent projects.

The community still has two chapels—
the old St Patrick Chu-ch next to the
parish center in Madison and the old St
Antheny Church in China. Also, a local
preservation group, the Historic Madison
Foundation, Inc., 1s repairing and clean-
ing St. Michael Church. The preservation
project will ensure that future genera
tions recognize the significance and
traditions of St Michael Church, the
second-oldest Catholic church in Indiana

One challenge for the people at Prince

of Peace will be reaching out to Catholics
who have been alienated by the refound-
ing. That will take some time, but it's
definitely an area that needs to be
addressed, Father Meyer said.

Parish life seems to be coming back to the
most important things, the pastor added,
such as liturgies and religious education. He
said it has taken great effort during the
refounding to deal with the immediate
circumstances of the new parish and the
closing of the old one

One of the positive things Father
Meyer pointed out is the gradual
growing together of the three former
congregations. He said there’s some-
thing special about one parish, where
people with similar backgrounds can
celebrate Mass in one space. That
reality has hit home now that Prince of
I ¢ Parish has served Madison-area
Catholics for almost two years.

‘1 don't look around during Mass
anymore and say, ‘Oh, that used to be a St
Patrick persen,” Father Meyer said. And, he
added, “despite the challenge in transition,
there is great life in this parish.”

SOUTHERN ELIZABETH'S—Staff andi volunteers for St. Elizabeth’s Southern Indiana
jonal matemity center participate in the Harvest Homecomi

ng p:
Albany. The float, which won the President’s Award, featured 161 balloons to signify
births through the agency.

3

Congratulations to the
FArchdiocese of Indianapolis
in celebrating its 50th Hnnversary
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Priest leads relief effort
to his country of Zimbabwe

While at Indiana University he is seeking books
for libraries and medical supplies for hospitals

by Peter Agostinelli

Father Emmanuel Ribeiro has been
getting to know the student life again.

A priest from the African country of
Zimbabwe, Father Emmanuel has been in
Bloomington for several years studying
for a doctorate in ethnomusicology at
Indiana University. He’s on leave from
the Archdiocese of Harare in Zimbabwe.

Father Emmanuel spends his spare
time helping at parishes in Bloomington
and the surrounding area. But he also has

|
|
|

an
people in his country

The project is a relief effort to supply
books for libraries and medical supplies
for needy hospitals in Zimbabwe. With
help from an Indianapolis-area relief
organization, Father Emmanuel is over-
seeing the collection and transport of
these goods to Zimbabwe.

The need for these items follows the
country’s achievement of independence
in 1980. At the time of i d

1 project to help

babwe's wealth was concentrated among
its white citizens, who comprised a small
percentage of the populatiee. The native
Africans were faced with a lack of
sufficient health care and schools.

Father Emmanuel said such services
are markedly improved since 1980, but
the country has struggled to desegregate
its schools and other institutions, includ-
ing the congregations of local Catholic
churches. He said school officials in
Zimbabwe have learned a lot from
officials in other African countries. But
still there are glaring problems, such as
library buildings with few books.

“They’ll have a building, but the
children may not have enough books to
read,” Father Emmanuel said. “Some
schools are weil set up and some are not,
depending on where they are. If it was
formerly an all-white school, they have
books. They had the money, (and) they
had the infrastructure.”

The priest said Zimbabwe’s universi-
ties are overloaded. When the country

P
Father Emmanuel said, most of Zim-
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achieved P only one univer-
sity existed to serve educational needs.
But now there are four, and a Catholic
university is scheduled to open next year.

In the Archdiocese of Harare, Father
Emmanuel served in parishes and also in
government ministries. He was a prison
chaplain from 1968-1982. Father Emmanuel
also served in parishes except for the period
when he worked in the prisons.

Opportunities in music and dance
attracted the priest to 'U. The university
needed input and materials in African
folk music and traditional dance, and
Father Emmanuel had worked as artistic
director of a dance company. He also had
spent another part of his priesthood
developing liturgical music for parishes
in Zimbabwe. His job was to make sure
the music met liturgical standards and
that it was taught properly in the diocese.
Father Emmanuel has composed a good
deal of this music. He helped bring its
focus back to the drum, the main
instrument of African music.

But these days the relief effort is
among his biggest concerns. The three
parties heading it up include:

© Father Emmanuel;

o EarthArc, a Zionsville-based relief
organization. Its 15 members are coordi-
nating the collection and transport of the
goods, including more than 2,000 books
for Zimbabwean libraries.

o and REMEDY, a project founded at
Yale-Newhaven Hospital and headed locally
by Dr. Chris Stack, an orthopedic surgeon,
and Carolyn Whitaker, a surgical technician,
both of St. Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis.
The has donated unused medical
equipment and supplies to the effort.

Colonel Dennis P. Harrington, vic
commander of the Indiana Air Natior.l
Guard unit at Stout Field in Indianapolis,
confirmed that the guard will attempt to
provide transport to Zimbabwe, Seldon
Bra iley, co-founder of EarthArc, said he
hopes to send off the initial transport
from Indiana in January.

EarthArc cannot yet accept donated
goods from the public. So far its members
have coordinated pickups directly with the
people at St. Vincent. They re planning to set
up a network that eventually will help with
the collection and transportion of items.

EarthArc actually formed out of a long
serics of conversations Bradley and others
had with Father Emmanuel. The priest,
displaying what Bradley calls his “magnetic
personality,” tuid them about Zimbabwe's
people and some of their struggles.

‘““We came to realize that there vas a
synchronicity between many of the needs
that the people of Zimbabwe have and
our resourecs,” Bradley said. “We knew a
lot of physicians and we knew people in
a position to help humanitarian causes, so
it simply coalesced. There was no plan
before initiating these conversations to
come up with a humanitarian organiza-
tion. But it evolved out of many hours of
conversations.”

In the eight months that Bradley and
others in EarthArc have worked with Father
Emmanuel, the ;roup has selected a specific
hospital in one Zimbabwean province to
work with. Later it will identify other
hospitals in need of help. Eventually,
Bradley said, EarthArc will establish a
network to obtain information about needs
50 it can supply those needs more easily

That way, “it's not just working blindly
and hoping what we send is what they
need,” Bradley said. “It’s really an organized
health care delivery system,

“This is simply the embryonic form of
a larger organization,” he added. “We

Father Emmanuel Ribeiro

don’t want to put any limit on this. If we
make this grow, then we would look
outside of Zimbabwe. But that's very far
into the future.”

Father Emmanuel’s government con-
nections in Zimbabwe make a lot of the
work possible, Bradley said. For example,
Bradley and other members of EarthArc
hosted Amos Midzi, Zimbabwe’s ambas-
sador to the United States, for a visit to

polis last month. The d
was able to meet staff members, answer
some of their questions and visit a
storage facility.

“That’s the level of contact we are able
to take advantage of through Father
Emmanuel Ribeiro,” Bradley said.

It's been a difficult project to coordi-
nate. But for Father Emmanuel, the needs
and the roots of the problems are too
personal to ignore. He lived through the
war that preceeded Zimbabwe’s inde-
pendence. He buried people who were
killed in the bombings. He saw his priest
shot and killed.

“All this evolves from my home, my
personal history and the whole development
of my country,” the priest said.

“These are social issues. These are
political issues. Social issues impeach
on the spiritual, and so can political on
spiritual. They are all integrated in one
person, and you have to find a way to
address these problems. You can’t say
you're only willing to talk with some-
body about spiritual matters
because the needs—social or material
needs—might be the pressing things at
the moment. Spiritual needs might not
mean a thing.

“So one has to look for that balance.
When you're coming from a country that
has these problems, as a priest you are
torn up—you have before you people
who traveled to come and hear Mass with
empty stomachs. You are there preaching
to them, and you know when they go
back they might not get there. You cannot
avoid their physical needs.

““If one looks at this in a holistic way,
if a person becomes healthy, he will
give you a smile. And if this person
lives a healthy life, at least this person
will be able to look after his children,
and he will become a worthy receptacle
for other things.”

Call (317)769-4700 for more information
about the relief project or to donate goods.

Wanted: Your
Christmas stories

What was your most memorable
Chrinm-‘PV_ﬂm‘nudc?nopym-,

humorous or inspirational?
Each Christmas stories

plement. Therefore, we agai

you to submit yourrrh.ﬁ..;hm

memories for possible publication.
Stories

typed double-
spaced, and no longer than 300 words
(about a page-and-a-half).

Deadline for receipt is Tuesday,
Dec. 6. The stories to be published
will be selected by the editors.

Parishes are also invited to send us
information about special Christmas
events planned in the parish.
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Every year each Sister of Providence
receives a ministry card—a special card
listing her “‘work” for the year.

For many sisters the ministry listed on the
card—third-grade teacher or hospital chap-
lain, director of religious education or
associate professor—becomes a focus of
prayer. Through prayer, the sisters bring
before God the needs of their students,
patients and co-workers.

For sisters at Saint Mary of the Woods
who are retired from full-time work, the
ministry listed on the card is “prayer.”
Their work is not the focus of their
prayer; their work is “prayer.”

These “workers” are at the heart of the
congregation’s prayer ministry.

“Prayer ministry is traditional in our
congregation. Each retired sister and each
sister in health care who is assigned a
ministry of prayer 1s given an intention or
person to pray for as her official ministry,”
said Sister Nancy Nolan, general superior for
the Sisters of Providence.

“Many of these sisters spend the greater
part of their day in prayer. Some are unable
to hear or see, and so they direct their minds
and hearts to God in prayer.”

At the age of 86, Sister Bernadetta
Ryan is a little bit of a woman. She is
delicate in appearance, but her spirit is
strong, gentle and loving. She is among
the retired Sisters of Providence who
devote their time to prayer.

“My whole life is based on prayer,” she
said, “I am so hapy to have time to pray.
When | was working, with all the busyness,
there was little time for prayer. Time is a
treasure we have as we get older, so now |
spend a lot of time in prayer. It is quality
time, not hours and hours. I think you can
make your whole day a prayer.”

Sister Bernadetta talks to God throughout

her day—both alone and with companion
sisters. She starts and ends each day with
prayer. “During the day, I keep in touch with
short little prayers, aspirations, good things
that flappen in the morning,” she said. “1 live
near the chapel on the second floor at
Providence Hall, so I can pop in for visits.
Centering prayer is my greatest love right
now,” she said. “In centering praver, you let
20 of your imagination. You clear your mind
completely, relax and stay in the presence of
God and give God a chance 1o speak to you
There is a quietness about it.”

In between prayers, Sister bersadetta
gives time to spiritual reading snd to the
Scriptures, both the Old and New Testa-
ments. “You have to read the Scriptures to
build a prayer life, ” she said

She also prays the rosary. “The rosary is
very special to me. | can’t get through the
day without saying the rosary at least once,”
she said. “The Blessed Mother pleads with
us to say the rosary.”

A former teacher of elementary grades,
Sister Bernadetta holds a special affection for
children. “They lift my heart” she said.
“They are in my prayers. My prayers are for
the abused children and for all children. My
prayers are for the world. I think of peace.
God, please give us peace
‘We have come to realize how much it
means, to people to know that these good
women who have given their entire lives to
God's service are remembering them in
prayers,” Sister Nancy said. “People really
feel supported and uplifted when they know
the sisters are praying for them.”

The peacefulness of Saint Mary of the
Woods inspires prayer. In the hours of
early morning and then again in the
twilight, sisters walk alone or in pairs
along the paths to the cemetery and the
shrines. They pray as they walk, their lips
moving in quiet chant, their fingers
lingering on the beads of the rosary.

PRAYER—Providence Sister Louise Ger-
trude Bordenet folds her hands in prayer at
a celebration of the Venerable Mother
Theodore Guerin, foundress of the congre-
gation. The ministry of prayer has been
central to the life of the Sisters of
Providence since the founding of the
congregation in 1840,

Each momning, lay staff and sisters pray at
the National Shrine of Our Lady of
Providence. Families are the focus of their
prayers, but they pray, too, for specific
intentions placed before Our Lady of
Providence, Queen of the Home.

In the Blessed Sacrament Chapel,
sisters pray from 6 am. to 5 p.m. for the
needs of the world and especially remem-

‘Work’ of these retired sisters is prayer

ber those people who are members of the
Blessed Sacrament Association.

‘Sisters pray every hour,” said Sister
Jean Karier, a retired sister who ministers
as coordinator of the Blessed Sacrament
Association. “Our Lord understands. He
knows all of our needs.”

Sisters of Provides « find opportunities
for prayer everywher.. Sister Helen Therese
Conway publi=#=~ and circulates a listing of
intensive prayer requests three times a week
at Saint Mary of the Woods.

Sister Dorothy McLaughlin, a retired
sister who ministers in the Office of
Congregational Advancement at St. Mary
of the Woods, compiles monthly “eleva-
tor lists.”” They are posted in elevators, on
bulletin boards and other spots of notice,
the names of people to be remembered in
prayer at the time of marriage, anniver-
sary, birthday and death.

“I see prayer in every person | meet
and in the wonders of God’s world,”
Sister Dorothy said. “’Life is a chalice and
prayer keeps it filled

Your contributions to the Retirement
Fund for Religious annual appeal help
support the work of these retired sisters.
The Sisters of Providence is one of more
than 600 religious communities which
benefit from the funds distributed by the
Tri-Conference Retirement Office.

The Sisters of Providence place those
funds directly in the Sister of Providence
Retirement Fund, also referred to as the
Community Support Trust.

Income derived from the investment of
all donations made to the trust is used for
the continuing support for the retired or
infirm members of the congregation,
including medical care, housing and
activities promoting general well-being.

MULTOS
ANNOS
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Sisters help nun recover from tragic a

Sister Wendy, a physical education teacher, was
hit by a truck while riding a bicycle in 1987

by Penny Blaker Mitchell
First of two parts

“Be not afraid,” God said, “for 1 am
with you.”

When the hour is especially dark, God
reaches down and folds us close in an
embrace that gives us strength and life.
Providence Sister Wendy Workman knows
that is 0. She knows God is with her.

Even now, while she continues her
recovery from a traumatic brain injury
sustained in a truck-bicycle accident in 1987,
Sister Wendy says, “1 feel chosen.”

She does not know why her body was so
cruelly injured, or why her life was so
completely changed. She does know Cod
holds her up when her body is weak and
protects her when her mind falters. She
knows God is near. She is not afraid

Sister Wendy’s journey of faith, her
story of tragedy and triumph, began in
August of 1984 when she professed
Ferpelual vows with the Sisters of

rovidence at St. Mary of the Woods.

Vivacious, full of mirth and energy, she
was given to occasional whimsy and noted
for the carefully chosen words of sarcasm
that she liked to sprinkle into a conversation.

She was a teacher and a professor of
physical education, ardent in her love of
sports and competition. Above all,
though, she was a woman religious, a
woman devoted to the Sisters of Provi-
dence, a woman in love with Catholicism,
the faith she adopted while attending St.
Mary of the Woods College.

At the age of 33, Sister Wendy was happy
and julfilled and looking forward to a bright
future. She already was chairperson of the

|
|
|
1
|
|
\
|

physical ed
the Woods College.

As a Sister of Providence, she was
eager to assume the congregation’s com-
mitment to further God's providence
through works of love, mercy and justice
in service among God's people.

Sister Wendy did not expect tragedy to
transform her life, but on March 7, 1987, she
was struck by a truck while riding a bicycle
along a country road near Paris, Il Even
though she was wearing a helmet, her
injuries were massive. She suffered a
traumatic injury to the brain, multiple rib
fractures, and various orthopedic injuries.

The prognosis was grim. The accident-
induced coma lingered, leading medical
personnel to fear that if she survived she
would not be able to function as an adult
human being. i

From the moment they learned of Sister |
Wendy’s accident, many members of the
Sisters of Providence began a vigil of prayer. |
Always, they prayed that her healing—both |
physical and mental—would be total

Sister Wendy slowly awakened from
the coma and began the long, painful
struggle of recovery. Her goal, from the
moment of awareness, was to return to St.
Mary of the Woods.

When it was apparet she would
survive, Sister Wendy was transferred
from the trauma center of an lllinois
hospital to health care and rehabilitation
facilities located in Indianapolis. Later
she was moved to a health care center in
Wisconsin that specializes in the treat-
ment of people with head injuries.

For a few months in 1990, Sister Wendy
returned to St. Mary of the Woods, where
she lived with companion sisters in an

department at St. Mary of

S
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OUTDOOR FUN—Providence Sister
Wendy Workman (center) talks with Nina
Stewart and her 2-year-old son, Sean, at
Collett Park in Terre Haute. (Photo
courtesy of the Sisters of Providence)

apartment in one of the congregation’s
health care facilities. But her healing was not
complete. Her behavior was unpredictable,
aggressive, and sometimes violent.

Now Sister Wendy describes her
behavior then as “unsisterly.” At the
time, she could not understand what was
happening or why she was acting in
inappropriate ways.

No one understood her behavicr. Provi-
dence sisters were dismayed, and some of
the sisters were fearful. However, no one

ccident

Sister Wendy was having seizures, treatment
involved medication to try to control her
behavior,” Rodney Rowland, Sister Wendy’s
life skills coordinator, explained. “Actually,
the treatment was sedating or masking the
real Sister Wendy and her capabilities. The
medication for complex partial seizures
controlled the seizures. That, in turn, set her
up for being herself and able to progress.
And that was quite a blessing. Once that
happened and people saw she could do
things, they started working with herand we
were able to bring her to the point of
returning to St. Mary of the Woods.”

Sister Wendy left the Center for Compre-
hensive Services in November of 1993. She
lives in an apartment near the Wabash River
on the north edge of Terre Haute, just a few
miles from St. Mary of the Woods. Two
Sisters of Providence live next door.

Sister Wendy i~ never alone. Because she
has sustained a loss of short-term memory
and some paralysis in her neck and throat,
she must always have a companion.

She is busy building a new life and
discovering new ministries. She works
several afternoons a week at St. Mary of
the Woods College, where her duties
include using a computer to update
alumnae files, folding newsletters, and
stuffing and labeling envelopes.

Sister Wendy has developed a ministry of
visiting with Sisters of Providence and other
persons in hospitals, nursing homes, and
health centers. She practices reading aloud
from the Bible so she can read Scripture to
people who are blind or infirm.

On nice days, her ministry takes her to a
neighborhood park, where she walks along
the paths and watches children on the

was ready to give up. The congreg
searched for another source of treatment for
Sister Wendy, and eventually discovered the
Center for Comprehensive Services at
Carbondale, Il a facility considered among
the best in the nation.

In a manner both prayerful and hopeful,
Sister Wendy, the Providence sisters, and the
health care professionals working with her
decided to seek the additional treatment at
the Carbondale facility.

“From the beginning, our priorities
were to find the highest quality of life for
Wendy and to determine how she could
best be reunited with the Sisters of
Providence community,” said Sister Ann
Margaret O’'Hara, one of the congrega-
tion’s general officers and Sister Wendy’s
personal guardian.

At the center in Carbondale, physi-
cians determined that complex partial
seizures were causing Sister Wendy's
aggressive and violent behavior.

“In the past, because we didn’t know

playground. Her changes from
wistful, as she monitors a quick-paced tennis
match, to anxious at the sight of young
bicycle riders careening haphazardly
through the park. She is apt to linger with
young mothers and their toddlers, sharing
friendly words of praise and comfort. But
she does so only after introducing herself
and asking permussion to talk to the children.

During the years of rehabilitation,
Sister Wendy accomplished another
goal, one that is especially satisfying to
her because it is personal. Even long
before the accident, she had struggled
to control her weight. While at the
Carbondale center, she began partici-
pating in a diet program and lost nearly
100 pounds. The weight loss improved
her general health, eased the stress on
her knees, and bolstered her self-confi-
dence and self-esteem.

“Itis a whole new Wendy," Sister Wendy
Workman said recently, “and I like her.”

(Next week: Hope for the future.)
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St. Rose, Franklin, establishes
parish school for fall of 1995

The pastoral council of St. Rose of Lima
Parish in Franklin has approved the
establishment of a parish school.

When opened, St. Rose School will be the
first Catholic grade school to be established
in central Indiana in 30 years. In 1965, St.
Barnabas School in southern Marion County
was the last parish school to open

St. Rose’s board of education approved
the action in b was

for a Catholic education because of
financial need alone.

Tuition charges will not be established
until January, when the parish has some idea
of potential enroliment.

About 470 households belong to St.
Rose of Lima Parish. Of those house-
holds, 112 are families with at least one
child in the primary grades.

as
ratified immediately by Father Daniel
Mahan, pastor of St. Rose.

The 126 year-old Franklin parish cur-
rently operates a preschool and kindergar-
ten. Plans call for the opening of a first and
second grade in the fall of 1995, Other grades
will be added in subsequent years until a
complete elementary school of kindergarten
through eighth grades is established.

Long-range plans call for the additional
remodeling of the 10,000 square-foot parish
hall for the preschool through fifth grades
and an arts and music center, as well as the
construction of an adjoining 10,000 square-
foot multipurpose building that will house
sixth, seventh and eighth grades. When
classes are not in session, various parish
groups will use the facilities

St. Rose is developing plans for
scholarships and financial aid packages
Father Mahan said these plans will help
the parish find ways to meet its goal that
no parish child be denied the opportunity

Kendrick Memorial
joins St. Vincent
Community network

The leadership of St. Vincent-Commu-
nity Health Network and Kendrick Me-
morial Hospital in Mooresville
announced Nov. 21 that they have signed
a network affiliation agreement.

This will allow the hospitals to work
together to ensure that residents of Moores-
ville and othe communities in southwest and
south central Indiana have access to a full
range of health care services.

Through the affiliation, the hospitals
will undertake joint actions to lower
costs, improve the quality, and improve
access to broader services within the
health care delivery system




by Fr. Robert Kinast

The laity are called to adulthood.

In 1980 the US. bishops published their
flections on the life of the church’s lay
‘ople in a brief document titled “Called and
ifted.” The bishops spoke of four calls, the

irst of which was the call to adulthood

Almost 15 years later it 1s even more

obvious that the characteristics of aduithood
re central to a mature lite of faith and a
walthy spirituality. But what characterizes
dulthood, and how do these characteristics
hape adult spirituality?

First, adults have experience. By contrast
ith children and teen-agers, adults have

been in diverse situations, met numerous
people, faced a variety of obstacles and
opportunities, made countless  personal
decisions, and witnessed the consequences
f the ways people act.

An adult spirituality draws upon this
ersonal history in nourishing a relationship
vith God. One parishioner [ know is twice as
usy as | ever will be—running a family
susiness, raising three children, cultivating a
wing relationship with her husband, and

remaining involved in church and avic
ctivities

Intrigued by her keen sense of God's

presence, | once asked her what she used
for her daily prayer. She gave me a
wuzzled look and then patiently an-
wered, “My day, of course.” She obvi-
wusly valued her experience as a resource
or spirituality

A second characteristic of adults is that

hey tend to focus on the immediate tasks
and responsibilities of their lives. These tasks
change over the course of an adult's life and
1s they do, they shape adult existence and
adult spirituality

A classmate of mine from college
xpressed this to me recently. “When we

were in college,” he said, “my spirituality
consisted mostly of spiritual reading and
private meditation. When | married, my
pirituality  became  more  relational
When | became a father, my spirituality
was channeled through the responsibili-
ties of parenting and providing. Now that
the kids are on their own and we have a
little more free time, | find that I'm
meditating again and getting a little more
imvolved in the parish
The practical concerns which shape adult
experience are not limited to personal events
Historic and cultural changes can have the
| same effect. Those of us who became adults
during the turbulent 1960s tend to include
some degree of social justice activism in our
spirituality. Our parents, who spent most of
their adulthood surviving the Great Depres-
sion and World War I, value a spirituality of
~ stability and security
And many young adults today, sensitive

l

to the envirc
harmony with nature Others are influenced

A third characteristic of ad:
lization that the most valua
achieved gradually. In con
impatience and high energy of youth, adu
know that the fruits of a loving relationst
or a successful career come slowly, not all at
once. The same is true for spirituality

A friend of mine who was appointed
spiritual director in his diocesan seminary
found an effective way to convey this poirn
to frustrated seminarians. When they ex
pressed dismay that they were too busy to
pray, he urged them to “befriend” their
busyness. When they complained that their
praver time was empty, sterile and dry, he
urged them to befriend their deserts

By encouraging them to befriend their
situations, he was teaching them that the
spiritual life takes its own time and that they
had to be comfortable with postponed
gratification. That is, they had to be adults.

Regardless of the changes in their
personal and cultural life, adults remain
self-directive—a fourth characteristic of
adulthood. A person who abdicates all
self-direction and becomes overdepen-
dent on others is considered immature
and is usually encouraged to “grow up.”

Being self-directive does not mean acting
autonomously or pretending to be self-suffi-
cient. It means relying on others, valuing
their insights, while deciding how to use the
resources and opportunities they present

The clearest example of this in the
spiritual life is spiritual direction. In former
times, seeking spiritual direction may have
implied a desire completely to place one’s
spiritual life in the hands of a director. At the
present time, the relationship s more like
COMPANIoNs On a COMMON journey

The role of the spiritual director is akin to
a wise and faithful friend who accompanies
a person, making suggestions, raising
questions, posing options,

1 once asked a well-known spiritual
director what she expected from her own
director. “Someone who cares enough to
listen to my story,” she said, “who knows
enough to make me think, and who is tree
enough to let me chart my own path

Adults are selt-directing persons. As the
bishops commented in “Called and Gifted
lay people “feel themselves called to exercise
the same mature interdependence and
practical selt-direction which characterize
them in other areas of life.

In short, the first requirement of adult
spirituality is that adults be true to their
adulthood

(Father Robert Kimast is the director of the
Center for Theological Reflection, Indian Rocks
Beach, Fla.)

MATURITY—What characterizes adulthood is an adult’s al
experiences, to focus on the immediate tasks of life, to wait to achieve goals, and to remain
self-directive. These characteristics are central to a mature life of faith and

NS photo by Mimi Forsyth)

spirituality. (
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DISCUSSION POINT

This Week’s Question

|
 Spirituality deepens with age
|

How has your spirituality grown this past decade?

“Just the ongoing growth in patient acceptance of the

events in my life as they manifest God's will for my life and

L Cod's personal love for me. With that is a growing

| awareness and acceptance of my own limitations.” (Robert
| Sladky, Muddleton, Wis.)

“My prayer life has decpened radically, partly because of
deepened involvement with Scripture, partly due to
involvement with the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults,
and especially threugh much contact with other people in
settings that allow for the sharing of faith stories. (Rama

Lewts, Roanoke, Vi

fer, my spirituality has gotten decper, more
irance and staying the course. I'm more
ct that I
thing I leamed in Ca
ick prayers. | find it helps me not be so
Nalsh, Colts Neck, N.|

“Getting
focused on end
comtfortable with
gone back to sc
ejaculations or ¢
consumed with my job

Through contact with other Christians and sharing

| personal faith stories. When people speak their stories from

the heart, more than facts are told. Feelings, emotions and
| understanding are shared, and those are what really help
| people grow.” (Paul Skevington, McLean, Va.)

“The biggest growth has come in an awareness of and
appreciation for the holiness in all of life. The other part of it
is an increased sense of the presence of God within me and
others.” (Lynne Lonnquist, Roanoke, Va.)

“Two years ago | was ordained a piest That whole
cight-year process of seminary made me truly realize the plan
God had for me and how to implement it. .. T have a spintual
director from the seminary that [ continue to see who is a big
help in my spiritual growth.” (Father Dan Mode, Fairfax, Va.)

Lend Us Your Voice

An upcoming edition asks: What fuels hope for you in
difficult circumstances? What gives birth to hope?

1f you would like to respond for possible publicati
write to Faith Alive! at 3211 Fourth St. N.E, Washington,
D.C. 20017-1100.
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The seeds of adulthood

lvv Carole \un (.nmu

Dn\ en by an irresistible curiosity und
a dare from my older brother, I marched
up to the altar rail one Sunday and
received Communion several months
before my scheduled debut with my First
Communion classmates.

Such impatience was characteristic of
my childhood after hearing of the invis-
ible and beautiful place called heaven
and of God who lived there and wanted
me to live there too when I “died”"—
when 1 smgped breathing, or so I
understood. Dying was so hard to grasp.

My little world was very self-focused
I prayed for my mom and dad, my
brothers and sisters, for all the people “I"
loved and all the things “I"” wanted

But pain with its emotional and
physical brutality ultimately would
change that. It would lead me from the
memorized prayer petitions of my youth
to actually wanting to hear from God.

On the road to adulthood, i also would
be guided toward an understanding of
forgiveness.

I'still rumnberonesummermtheearly
’60s when I made fun of a neighborh

grow from early lessons

heavy-duty help in forgetting the humili
ation of that moment

That winter the girl and | were
reconciled. She came to me when 1 fell
while roller-skating in the street. Speak-
ing again felt so good for both of us.

Whether we realized it or not, we'd done
an adult thing by seeking reconciliation. And
we did not wait for our friends’ approval

To risk rejection 1s nearly impossible for a
child; but an adult takes the chance, looking
beyond that obstacle to the freedom found in
forgiveness. Naturally, an adult has the
benefit of experience, which teaches what to
expect of certain choices in life.

As I matured I could pray, “Lord, it is
not enough to seek what I think I want. I
need you now for survival itself, and I
need to meet you on your terms, not
mine. Lord, who are you?”’

The adult I was becoming recognized
that 1 did not have all the answers. To
move toward an actual relationship with
the Lord, I'd also turn to the church—
now not merely from habit but with
purpose. I'd the insights of other
Christian adults who radiated the peace
that comes from trusting God.

d girl
whom I and my girlfriends did not like. But
it was her mean-looking big sister who
challenged me to a fight. The older girl made
fun of how hard I was trembling.

“Oh, yeah!” I responded, striking the first
blow in a moment of temporary insanity.

“Let them fight,” her mother said
And the fight was on. Mercifully, my
cousin broke it up

When I ran up to my room, free to cry at
last, I thought again about heaven and the
absence of pain. To my surprise, | picked up
the rosary my grandmother often urged me
to pray. it had always been too heavy-duty
for , but now [ was dospuale for

g said that to love God is the
greatcsk of romances, to seek God the
greatest of adventures, to find God the
highest human achievement.

1 would add that to share the good news
of God is the most generous of things to do
for another human being.

Romance, adventure, the thrill of achiev-
ing worthwhile goals, the opportunity to
help others—these are adult spiritual néeds
Wonderfully, when met this spiritual nour-
ishment makes adults the children of God
they were created to be.

(Carole Norris Greene is the associate
editor of Faith Alive!)

GROWING IN PATIENCE—Children
often are impatient to experience life in the
adult world, but eventually realize that
growing up involves a lot more respomn-
bilities. To risk rejection in life is nearly
impossible for a child, but an adult takes
the chance, looking beyond that obstacle to
the freedom found in forgiveness. (CNS
photos by Michael Hoyt, top right, and
Mimi Forsyth, bottom left)
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Congratulations

LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS, INC.
JOINS THE DIOCESE OF INDIANAPOLIS IN
N CELEBRATING THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

x CONGRATULATIONS! j

May the wondrous joy of the coming
holiday season last for you and your families
all through the coming new year.

50th Anniversary
Archdiocese of Indianapolis

For Your Special Occasions
Anne Kirk’s

Liturgical Publications, Inc.
5289 West 137th Sireet
Brook Park, Ohio 44142

THE LEADER IN INNOVATIVE RELIGIOUS
COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS

N G e

Serving the Catholic Community for 19 years

® Church Socials
¢ Dinners ® Church Picnics
* Meetings ¢ Graduations

® 500 Box Lunches Available

Specializing in Wedding Receptions

® Breakfasts
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Offering products and services that meet the
changing needs of church communities

LT oK

In forming partnerships with local churches, we maintain a
personal individualized service. Our caring staff works with you
to achieve an effective presentation. LPi will provide you with the
quairty pr ducts and services that you require. More information
is a call away.

CHALLENGE US.
(216) 433-9400  1-800-477-4574
SN N N NN N N
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Visit our deli, bakery and carry-out.
428 North College in Lockerbie Area.
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Call 632-2662

WE ALSO DO CORPORATE
AND BUSINESS CATERING
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QUESTION CORNER

by Fr. John L

Catholic returning to church inquires about penance

I was born and raised a Catholic. Like many ¢

strayed trom Mass attendance for years | went to a
Catholic grammar school and Catholic high school, and [ feel
1 had a good education

I imagmne a lot of Catholics returning
to the church have the same questions
do. Some have to do with confession, now
called reconciliation.

What is the present procedure? Do we
still say the act of contrition while the
prest is giving absolution?

In the past, we had to go to confession
during the week before receiving Com-
munion on Sunday. Today it seems like
all the congregation receives Commun-
ion, but it's unlikely that every ane of them went to confession
before Mass.

I also see that people drink trom the cup at Communion
time. Is that mandatory or optional? (Pennsylvania)

The external procedures for the rite of penance are not

really all that different today. The “changes” in the sac-
rament of penance are not so much in procedures as in greater
attention to the sources of our sinfulness, and particularly to
our cooperation with the healing graces of God in committing
ourselves to greater holiness of life.

We do confess our sins, of course, particularly the serious
ones. In this sacrament, however, God’s concerns and grace
are directed much more to the future than the past. The past
is history; we place it in his merciful hands.

God is much more interested in how we will improve the
direction of our lives after we walk out the door

Please don’t worry about which words to use or what to
do Usually the priest will say a brief praver before you begin,
and possibly read a short passage from the Gospels. Then say

whatever you are familiar with. The priest will ask you to fill
i the gaps, if any

As you may remember from your religion classes, it is not
necessary  to receive the sacrament of penance betore

FAMILY TALK
Use loving guidance
when teaching children

by Dr. )an‘ux and v,\hzkn/ Kenny

Dear Mary: My husband and I have a 2-year-old daughter
Over the past few months she has done everything to try to be
independent. My trouble lies in trying to show the child that
she needs to listen to the adult with her.

When we go to the store, she refuses to sit in a cart. It | try
to force her, she begins kicking and screaming, I've been
trving to teach her she must hold someone’s hand when
walking Is there any special approach | can use? (Nebraska)

Answer: Thank you for a vivid description of a 2-year-old
Your child’s behavior is normal. The challenge for you is to
change your parenting techniques as your child progresses
from infancy to childhood

Infants are to love. What they want is what they need
Limit-setting does not enter into caring for infants, just patience,
stamuna, and the ability of parents to adjust their own needs.

With the arnval of the toddler age, much changes. In the
second year, the child begins to know that she is a person
distinct from other persons. By age 2 this quest for
independence can become very strong. The need for limits
anises. La Leche League calls this loving guidance. This
discipline is not punitive, not hurtful, but loving. It is also
guidance by an adult

soing to the store is an excellent opportunity to use loving
guidance. Your goal is appropriate behavior in the store. First,
define appropriate behavior. You mention riding in a cart or
holding an adult’s hand Select one. For a short time, all your
shopping trips with her need to focus on guiding her behavior

Plan a very short shopping trip with your daughter. Five
minutes to make one purchase would be a good start

You mention th, m to listen Lis
of minor importar fren. Action is far
n far

t she needs to |

more

more

than through talking,
Betore en
purchas

planation
disciphine. It 1s not
demonstrates by action the resuls
1f your daughter complics, notice a
What a nice girl you're being, Angic
While your daughter is learminy

Mon

your trips w ) very few minutes Ler
as her behavior improves. Until she has
behavior to d longer, more ser
without he
Set a goal. Teact mall steps. Use act rather than
words. Stick to vour intil she loarr
behavior. Discipline for the toddler is ¢
loving guidance which benefits both you
(Addr ¢ and
219 W. Harr

torms of

Mass where i
symbolically to th
consecration, to
new covenant
Receiving under both forms is not mandatory. Christ's
eucharistic presence is whole and entire under each of them

command of

his b

When an Episcopal priest, married with children, be-
comes a priest in the Roman Catholic Church, is there
any difference in the duties he may perform compared to
other Roman Catholic priests?
I say the former Episcopal priest is the same as a Catholic
priest. Some friends say there are things he cannot do.
(Massachusetts)

Such a man, ordained a priest in the Roman Catholic

“hurch, is the same as any other priest. He may perform

any priestly duties that are compatible with the circumstances
of his life.

When we had our first child, we asked my brother, who
at that time was a strong Catholic, to be godfather.
ce then he has not only left the Catholic faith, but is
active in another fundamentalist church. To be honest, we
don't want our daughter to consider him as a “model”
Christian that she should look up to.

sor For hetr

el a godiather
would

ke to do something
ania

I'm glad vou feel as you do about the baptismal sponsor

tor your daughter. A good and thoughtful godfather
(and godmother) will be a wondertul support for your child’s
spiritual and emotional growth for many years

First of all, apart from anything that might be done
officially, you can designate someone else among your family
and friends to serve your child in this capacity. The right
person could have a wonderful effect on her life.

Bevond that, the church has acknowledged precisely the
problem you have and allows a new godparent to be
designated when one of them abandons the Catholic faith.

The bishop of a diocese may designate a substitute sponsor,
whose name could be inscribed on the official baptismal
register. This applies to the United States and Canada, and
perhaps to other countries (Reply of Nov. 13, 1984; in the 1985
“Roman Replies of the Canon Law Society of America”).

There may be on occasion good reason for this kind of
official change of godparent. As I said, however, a loving,
concerned friend or relative may do just as much good for the
child without going through all this formality.

(A free brochure answering questions Catholics ask about Mary,
the mother of Jesus, 1s available by sending a stamped and
self-addressed envelope to Father John Dietzen, Holy Trinity
Church, 704 N. Mam St., Bloomington, lll. 61701.)

© 1994 by Catholic News Service

' Sponsor a child at a Catholic mission
for just $10 a month

This is Marta. She lives in a

| small village in the mountains of

Guatemala. Her one-room house
is made of comnstalks with a tin

| roof and a dirt floor. Her father

struggles to support his family of
six on the $30 a month he earns as
a day laborer.

Now you have the opportunity
to help one very poor child like
Marta through Christian Founda-
tion for Children and Aging (CFCA),
the only Catholic child sponsor-
ship program working in the 23
desperately poor developing
countries we serve.

Foras little as $10 a month, you

can help a poor child at a Catholic
mission site receive nourishing
food, medical care, the chance to go
to school and hope for a brighter
future. You can literally changealife!

Through CFCA, you can spon-
sor a child with the amount you
can afford. Ordinarily it takes $20
amonth to provide a child with the
life-changing benefits of sponsor-
ship. But if this is not possible for
you, we invite you to do what you

an.

CFCA will see to it from other
donations and the tireless efforts of
our dedicated Catholic missionar-
ies that your child reccives the

same benefits as other sponsored
children.

To help build your personal rela-
tionship, you will receive a picture
of your sponsored child, informa-
tion about your child’s family and
country, letters from your child
and the CFCA quarterly newslet-
ter.

Please take this opportunity to
make a difference in the life of one
poor child. Become a sponsor to-

day!
CFCA 4
Catholic Child 7
Sponsorship

 (pease prmy ]

Boy O Gil 3 Teenager Name
My monthly pledge &
Os10 O$15 Os20 O%25 OOthers____ . Address
I | will contribute
3 monthly 3 quartey OJ semi-annually [J annualy ~ City\ State\ Zip
l [ Enclosed is my first contribution of § Fa-oelsi
O3 | cannot sponsor now but | enclose my gitt of Phone

lease send me more information.

Member U'S Catholic Mission Association, Nat1 Camok: Development Conference.
i Press Assocabon, Cathoic Network of Volurteer Service, Natt Catole:

Financi report avallabie on request Donations e U S tax deducible

Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging CRi 1234
One Eimwood Avenue / P.O. Box 3310

sewaraship Counci, Nat Cathotc Counc 1ot Hspanic Mnstry
s =

Kansas City, KS 66103-0910 / (800) 8756564
- e
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Estertainmind

VIEWING WITH ARNOLD

“The War’ heats up with
two kinds of conflicts

by James W. Arnold

“The War”

is certainly one of the more
openly religious movies this year—at least in
the traditional movie non-sectarian way, that
is, very cautiously and
vaguely, to cover all the
popular options.

Kevin Costner stars
as Stephen Simmons, a
sort of low-key blue
collar saint, a dam-
aged veteran who has
managed to recover
from post-Vietnam
War syndrome with
gentle new under-
standing and insight.

He’s finally recovered, except for some
guilty nightmares about leaving his

wounded best friend behind during a
combal chappcr e\.xcuanon He retuns to
wife

d\ddmn in rural stsLss‘ppl in the 19705 to
rebuild his family and his life. At various
times, he speaks for faith, hope and love. It's
great, but not much is subtle about it.

‘Don't you believe in anything you can’t
see?” he asks his almost-teen-age daughter
Lidia (Lexi Randall), when she asks him if he
believes in angels. He argues that her
“granddaddy” watches over them and that
when he dies he’ll take his place—a bit of
improvised theology that sets up an ending
with miraculous overtones.

Stephen feels that his main purpose in
life is to preserve the hope that exists in
Lidia and his son, Stuart (Elijah Wood),
despite their poverty and general hard
times. “They still believe that anything is
possible . . . They'll make a difference in
this world, and that means I'll make a
difference.”

Lidia and Stu are deeply involved in
the film’s other “war,” a kids’ war with
the roughneck, bullying Lipnickis, off-
spring of the foul-tempered operator of
(symbolically enough) the local junkyard.
In his soft drawl, Stephen tells them: “In

war [ killed more people than I saved and
lost more friends than | made before or
since .. The only thing that keeps people
truly safe and happy is love.”

The Simmons kids have their own
motley group of associates. Stu hangs
with a trio of country boy pals, and his
sister has bonded with two black girls,
the spirited Elvadine and the chubby but
unflappable Amber. First, boys and girls
contend over who controls a tree house
“fort” they’re building in one of those
huge, spreading southern oaks.

Then the competition grows. The Lip-
nickis have been beating the other kids up on
a regular basis, and when they leam about
the secret tree house, and that the girls have
lifted allits stuff from their father's junkyard,
they're looking for revenge.

On a deeper level, “The War,” produced
and directed by Jon Avnet (“Fried Green
Tomatoes”) from a script by Kathy
McWhorter, is about whether the Vietnam
generation can pass on what it has learned
about violence to its children.

When his father dies pn-mature])—-aclu-
ally, in a act of redemption for the past, since
he dies saving a co-worker in a mine
cave-in—Stu loses faith. (Actor Wood really
lets loose: “What did I do so wrong He had
to take my daddy? I needed him more than
you, God!”) He escalates the tree house
“war” to a new level of nastiness.

It really does take several implied
supernatural interventions to bring
events to a benign conclusion. These
positive assertions of grace are upbeat, if
calculated. Lidia, in a touching school
essay, lays it out for us: “With God’s
help, human bein’s can do anything.”

Yet this is not so much religious
profundity as a reply of fundamental
American Protestant optimism. Catholics
seem more aware that things can go wrong,
that success in earthly affairs isn't necessarily
part of the divine plan. It's also surely not
strange in movies to have the departed take
a decisive hand in their children’s lives.

oy

THE WAR'—Actors Kevin Costner and Elijah Wood play a father and son leamning about
the futility of war and the need for love in “The War.” The U.S. Catholic Conference
classifies the film A-II for adults and adolescents. (CNS photo from Universal City Studios)

(Consider even Disney’s animated “The
Lion King."")

Costner and Mare Winningham (as the
plucky wife and mother) bring a gritty
kindness plus authority that anchor the film.
But the focus is on the children, who seem
much more normal than most movie kids
until the combat gets out of control. Their
accents are valid enough to be almost
impenetrable at times to Yankee ears.

Most of the action is at the tree house, but
it spreads to a nearby quarry when Lidia

daughter, Stephen’s best friend, whom he
saves in the mine, is black. In the most
unexpected scene, young Elvadine (La-
Toya Chisholm) stands up to a bigoted
white teacher in the country schoolhouse,
and articulates why she can’t agree that
“life is a bowl of cherries.”

(Often strained and obvious, but
uplifting and far from dull; OK for
mature youth and adults).

USCC  classification: A-ll, adults and
adolescents.

makes the mistake of that
differences be settled by a dare. The
Lipnickis climb to the top of a water tower,
and then deep into its bowels for a
harrowing sequence that makes “The River
Wild"” seem like a creek.

As a Vietnam-related film, “The War”
recalls “In Country,” both in its southern
rural setting and its theme of the difficulties
of passing on the lessons of the war to the
next generation. There are also flashbacks to
combat, but Vietnam is only a secondary
motif.

Race also lingers as a theme. Like his

Recent USCC
Film Classifications

Al—general patronage; A-1i—sdults and adoles-
cents; A-lll—adubts; A-IV—adults, with reserva-

‘Creativity: Touching the Divine’ explores giftedness

by Henry Herx

Catholic News Service

The connection between art, life and
xhe human spirit makes an intriguing
ect as imaginatively explored in
chau\lly Touching the Divine,” a
one-hour special airing Sunday, Dec. 4,
on many ABC stations.

|
|
|

WRTV Channel 6 in Indianapolis will
air the documentary at 1 p.m. on Dec. 4,
while  WKRC-TV in Cincinnati  will
broadcast the program at 1 p.m. on Dec.
24. WTVN in Evansville plans to show
the special at 5:30 a.m. on Dec. 11.

Produced by the Catholic Communica-
tion Campaign, the documentary begins
with Michelangelo’s image of the Creator
stretching forth to touch fingertips with

+ e A

CREATIVITY—Trained musician Jamey Tumner plays the glass harp for pedestrians in

Virginia’s Old Town Alexandria in a scene from “Creativity: Touching the Divine.” The

program airs on ABC stations which broadcast in the archdiocese on three different dates,
See the story above for program dates and times. (Photo courtesy of the Catholic

Communication Campaign)

Adam. Ignited by that prime spark of
originality, the program becomes a lively
journey introducing viewers to a variety of
creative people, their work, and insights on
art and the creative process.

One of the themes running through their
remarks is that creativity is a universal
human virtue which finds expression in a
variety of ways ranging from the heights of
the fine arts to ordinary levels of everyday
life. Another theme presents a theological
understanding of creativity as a human
attribute which transcends the individual
self, is rooted beyond the physical, and
somehow is linked to the divine inspiration
of the universe’s Creator.

The program is less concemed with
abstract definitions of creativity than in
seeing concrete examples of what has been
achieved by those who put it into practice.

Among those v N:J are Thomas Moore,
the author of “Care of the Soul” and
Madeleine L'Engle, the author of the young
adult classic “A Wrinkle in Time " Others
include Rick Hart, the sculptor of ““The Three
Servicemen” monument at the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C,
and glass harpist Jamey Tumer, who s
equally at home making beautiful music for
audiences on street corners as he is playing
with symphony orchestras in concert halls

Folk artists Enedina and Arturo Vasquez
African-American  Carol

about the spiritual traditions underlying
their work, and Cathy Kapikian, an artist-in-
residence at Wesley Theological Seminary,

sees art as a part of theology

Showing that one doesn’t have to be an
artist to be creative s Kent Amos, the
adoptive father of 87 needy youngsters and

founder of the Urban Family Institute, which
works with communities to develop safe
environments for children.

Spending an hour with such interest-
ing and imaginative people is a rare
experience, both enlivening to the mind
and refreshing to the spirit. If it awakens
within viewers a sense of their own
creativity in the way they live, the
documentary will have succeeded in one
of its prmclpal ims.

job,” L'Engle explains, *
our w hn]e lives a creative act.”

Produced by Martin Doblmeier,
“Creativity: Touching the Divine” is part
of the “Vision & Values” series deve
oped for the ABC television network by
the Interfaith Broadcasting Commission,
whose members are the National Council
of Churches, the New York Board of
Rabbis, the Southern Baptist Convention,
and the U.S. Catholic Conference.

“is to make

TV Programs of Note

Sunday, Dec. 4, 8-10 p.m. (TNT Cable)
Jacob”” The Old Testament story of the
rivalry between two brothers is dramatized
anew in the latest offering in the “TNT Bible
Stories” series. The program will be reshown
seven times during December

Sunday, Dec 4, 9-11 pm
The Return of the Native '’
Hardy’s literary classic gets melodra-
matic treatment in this Hallmark
Hall of Fame” presentation

(Check local histings to verify program
dates and times. Henry Herx is director of
the U.S. Catholic Conference Office
Film and Broadcasting.)

(CBS)
Thomas

for
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Sunday Readings

Sunday, Dec. 4, 1994
Baruch 5:1-9 — Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 — Luke 3:1-6

by Fr. Owen F. Campion

The Book of Baruch is the source of this
Advent weekend's first reading.

By any standard, the escape of God's
people from slavery in
Egypt, their subsequent
wanderings across the
Sinai peninsula, and
eventually their arrival
in the land God prom-
ised them together com-
posed the most
important event in their
history.

Before the coming of
Christ and the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem several generations after
Christ, the momentous happening was the
exile in Babylon of hostages taken captive by
the Babylonian army when it swept across
what today we call the Holy Land.

This week’s reading is attributed to
Baruch, the scribe and friend of the great
prophet Jeremiah. Baruch laments  the
hardship and anguish experienced by
God's faithful people as they lay beneath
the heels of the Babylonians. It also
catches their longing to return home.
Returning home and the freedom sur-
rounding it were God’s gift

For its second reading, this liturgy turns
o the Epistle to the Philippians. Philippi was
a Greek city, named in fact for the father of
Alexander the Great. By the time of the First
Century AD. it was a Roman city, an
important center in the empire. The epistle

Jesus as the source of salvation itself. By
linking with Jesus in faith, and in obedience
to God, Christians achieve salvation

St. Luke’s Gospel fumnishes the final
reading. Luke cannot be called a historian in
the sense that history is written today. The
authors of the Gospels simply were without
the tools of communication, research, and
record-keeping that are essential now to the
composition of history.

Nonetheless in this reading, Luke's
Gospel takes pains to situate the beginning of
the Lord’s public life in time. The great
political powers and personalities are men-
tioned by name. This merely underscores the
Gospel's belief that the arrival of Jesus upon
the stage of human history was the most
compelling development of all time.

The Gospel sees the Lord as the
perfect, long-awaited fulfillment of the
intense human yearnings for life, peace,
and love, yearnings so movingly ex-
pressed by prophets such as Isaiah. The
Gospel quotes the second part of Isaiah
(Isaiah 40:3-5) at this point

Reflection

These readings remind us that freedom
and genuine power come to us when we
situate God at the summit of our priorities
and hopes. Only in God is there true peace,
true life.

God is in our lives, here and now, because
Jesus is in our lives. The Church in Advent
reminds us that God became human flesh in
Jesus at a moment in history, at the Nativity
in Bethlehem in Judaea. It was a blessed
event. It can be repeated in its glory for each

was addressed to the Christian
there.

Philippians is a biblical work of great

of us if i we truly tum to the
Lord. The Church invites us to turn to Jesus
the Lord. If we do, how splendid the reward,

cloquence. The passage read today is an peace, how everlasting
example of such magnificence. It salutes the lfe
MY JOURNEY TO GOD

. .

Litany for Michael and Alex
Queen of Angels, Into my arms, and we'll speed
pray for us. for home
Sudden stillness, pressure of water Suffer the little children to come
Silvery streaks swimming in unto Me

mi silence The little children whose suffering
Slow trickle of water down is over

window seams - of such is the kingdom ...
T S

roaring darkness pray for us.

wcen of Martyrs, Now is the millstone tied tight
sWﬁwa{Q_ i around her neck

i Weighing heavy upon spirit and soul
e e She has offended My litle ones
The dark flood, depths of silence? And shall be herself drowned in
Shall our little lives blink out so soon the dey
Before the flame has burned with life? ﬂ\edarh\essoﬁhsﬂoodmfolds
Where is our mother, Madonna of

our hearts? And the sengoldmwmd babes will
Why is the darkness all that is left to us? sing forever in her ears
Mother of Christ, Refuge of Sinners,
pray for us. pray for us.

Oh my children, my sons, my dear ones v
Mother is here. Mother is with you Himthoart 0 grest erodigh D Kelve
lz(hllucdﬁ:rll\mughpm mmﬁe%@wmey
s i comfort grief?
Let waving fronds reach inside like The hearts of babes
5 ‘The souls of the innocents
T"""",_’:“'"“""‘“"" Bottomless depths of perfect love
lﬂﬂvayﬁsl\hdckyourdmmdear Muystical Rose,
whdupmgb.bsm pray for us.
m&;yzwem So like God are the little ones
The sweet bodies that encased That to look into baby eyes is to see
your spirits the soul of God
Are cast aside, unneeded, All is forgiven in the eyes of babes
Split like a is from which Their forgiveness is the wretched

el e
Gate of Heaven, Their love her heavy cross
m%m For even such as she may help

bear the cross
©Oh my sons, crucified all over again
Crucified this time in water Queen of Peace,

and darkness pray for us.

d fi by Rebecca Bamnes
(ldwu&!wunmnbm{(hlvhdydlwntshmhmlndumplsnnhtmyuddmd
to Michael and Smiith of Union, S.C., whose deaths by drowning touched the hearts of
Americans. Thmmnther Susan Smith, has been charged with two counts of murder.)

Monday, Dec. 5
Advent weekday
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 85.9-14
Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday, Dec. 6
Nicholas, bishop
Advent weekday
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 96:1-3, 10-13
Matthew 18:12-14

Wednesday, Dec. 7
Ambrose, bishop,
doctor of the church
Advent weekday
Isaiah 40
Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10
Matthew 11:28-30

Daily Readings

Thursday, Dec. 8

Immaculate Conception of
the Virgin Mary

Genesis 3:9-15, 20

Psalm 98:1-4

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12

Luke 1:26-38

Friday, Dec. 9

Blessed Juan Diego, hermit
Advent weekday

Isaiah 48:17-19

Psalm 1:1-4, 6

Matthew 11:16-19

Saturday, Dec. 10
Advent weekday
Sirach 48:14, 9-11
Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Matthew 17:10-13

THE POPE TEACHES

Chastity gives witness to faithfulness

by Pope John Paul 11

Remarks at audience Nov. 23

The profession of consecrated chastity
enables religious—in the words of the
Second Vatican Council—to “give wit-
ness to all Christ'’s faithful of that
wondrous marriage in which the church
has Christ for her only spouse’ (*“Perfec-
tae Caritatis,” 12).

This use of marriage imagery is deeply
rooted in the prophetic tradition of the Old
Testament and in the words of Christ. Jesus
called himself the bridegroom (cf. Mark
2:19-20), the one who would bring about the
marriage of God and humanity.

St. Paul employs the same imagery in

describing the mystery of the union of the
Lord and his church, a union which will be
fully revealed in the world to come.

This great mystery is manifested both by
Christian marriage (cf. Ephesians 5:25) and
by the life of consecrated chastity for the
kingdom of heaven, of which the Blessed
Virgin Mary is the most shining example.

The state of consecrated virginity or
celibacy has a profound eschatological
significance, since it is a foretaste and
proclamation of the joyful union which all
the blessed will one day enjoy with Christ in
heaven. Consecrated chastity and Christian
marriage are closely linked in God’s plan,
since both are signs of the indissoluble unity
of the Lord and his church.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

St. Nicholas has long been one
of church’s most popular saints

by John F. Fink

Next Tuesday, Dec. 6, is the feast of St
Nicholas. Any child can tell you that St.
Nicholas was the original Santa Claus, and
thus is a popular saint among children. But
his popularity isn’t confined to children. In
both the Eastern and Western churches, he
has been represented by Christian artists
more than any other saint except the Blessed
Virgin. And in the Middle Ages, nearly 400
churches in England alone were dedicated to
him. Probably the most magnificent Basilica
of St. Nicholas is in Prague, Czech Republic.

What do we know about St. Nicholas?
We know that he was the Bishop of Myra,
a city in Lycia, a province of Asia Minor,
during the fourth century. We also know
that he was an opponent of the Arian
heresy that denied the divinity of Christ.
We know that because St. Methodius
wrote that “thanks to the teaching of St
Nicholas the metropolis of Myra alone
was untouched by the filth of the Arian
heresy, which it firmly rejected as death-
dealing poison.” That is all we know for
sure about this week’s saint.

However, it probably is also true, as the
Greek histories of his life attest, that Nicholas
was imprisoned for his faith during the latter
part of the persecution of Diocletian, and that
he later was present at the First Coundil of
Nicaea that condemned Arianism. There is a
tradition, whether true or not, that at the
council he got so excited that he slapped Arius,
for whom the Arian heresy is named. The
condiliar fathers put him in prison for that
breach of etiquette, but Jesus and his mother
appeared to him there and released him

The legends about St. Nicholas,
though, are what have made him popu-
lar. He is said to have been a wealthy
young man determined to use his wealth
to help the poor. It happened that a
citizen of Patara had lost his money and
was unable to provide dowries for his

three daugh Rather than see them

|
I

resort to prostitution, Nicholas secretly
tossed a bag of gold through the poor
man’s window on three separate occa-
sions, enabling the young women to
marry. The third time he did it the father
caught him and overwhelmed him with
gratitude. This is the legend that, over the
centuries, evolved into the custom—espe-
cially in Germany, Switzerland and the
Netherlands—of gift-giving on St. Nicho-
las Day and then into the tradition of
Santa Claus.

This legend gave way to a ridiculous
story. The three purses that Nicholas threw
into the window were represented in
pictures and, in time, they came to be
mistaken for the heads of three children.
Somehow this gave rise to the story that St.
Nicholas had resuscitated three children
who had been killed by an innkeeper and
pickled in a brine-tub.

Another legend about St. Nicholas con-
cemed some sailors who were caught in a
storm off the coast of Lycia. Suddenly
Nicholas, who was then in Myra, appeared
to them and brought them safely to port. The
saint is venerated in the East as the patron
saint of sailors.

Legends aside, Nicholas must have
been widely admired during his lifetime
because, shortly after his death, a basilica
in his honor was built in Constantinople.
In the 11th century, when Myra and its
great shrine to St. Nicholas fell into the

hands of the Saracens, a competition
erupted between the Italian cities of
Venice and Bari to acquire the saint’s
relics. Bari won and the Muslims allowed
the relics to be carried off. On May 9,
1087, they arrived at Bari. Pope Urban I
was present to dedicate a new church
there. Soon miracles attributed to St.
Nicholas’ intercession were reported and
he became as popular in the West as he
already was in the East

Today St. Nichiolas is not only the patron
saint of children and of sailors, but also the
patron of Russia.
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Tle Active Lial

The Criterion welcomes announcements for The Active List of
parish and church-related activities open to the public. Please keep
them brief, listing event, sponsor, date, time and location. No
announcements will be taken by telephone. No pictures, please.

Notices must be in our offices by 10 am. Monday the week of |

publication. Hand deliver or mail to: The Criterion, The Active List,
1400 N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind., 46206

December 2
A Couples’ Night Out on “Cele-
brating Our Giftedness” will be
held at 630 pm at Mount St | o Centering Pray. ent Re-
n entening Prayer Advent Re
Franas Retreat Center. Preregis | treat Day will be conducted from
tration required. Call 812-923-8817. 19 am 4 p.m. at the Center. Call

317-788-7581 f fi tion on
December 2-4 or informatio

both events.
The Annual Charismatic Retreat g
will be held at Fatima Retreat
House, 5353 E. 56th St. following
7:30 p.m. Mass Fri. at St. Matthew
Church. Call 317-545-7681 for
ils.

vent retreat on “God Dwells
Among Us” from 10am -4 p.m at
Beech Grove Benedictine Center.

A Mass in honor of archdiocesan
patron St. Francis Xavier will be
celebrated at 11 am. in SS. Peter
and Paul Cathedral. Schola can-
wuw torum will sing.
A workshop on ““The Inner Quest R
for Self Discovery” will be held at |

2 e r Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish
Kordes Enrichment Center. Call | conyinues its Saturday evening

1-800-880-2777 for information. | Adult Lecture Series with
D ber 3 “‘Bioethics: Human Reproduc-
tion y"" beginning at

Benedictine Father Hilary Ot- 16:30 p.m

tensmeyer will conduct an Ad- |

Knights of Columbus
St. Joseph Council — 5290
‘“The Family Council”

4322 Nprth German Church Road
P.0. Box 26544, Indianapolis, Indiana 46226

HALL & GROUND RENTALS
Available for Receptions ¢ Parties
— 898-2370 —

ot
A Grecchio Christmas Bazaar will
be held from 9 am-5

Mount St Francis Retreat Center
Lunch served 11am to?

The Board of Catholic Education
of St. Michael School, 3352 W
30th St will present its 6th annual
Angel’s Attic from 9 am-4 pm.
Arts, crafts, dried flowers, primi-
tive Santas, more.

R
The Girl Scout troop of Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Parish will
sponsor a Holiday Craft Sale
from 10 am.-2 p.m. in the audi-
torium. Crafts, baked goods, flea
market. Proceeds benefit So-
journer Shelter.

wuw

A prolife rosary is prayed each
Sat. at 9:30 am. at the Clinic for
Women, 38th and Parker.

December 3-4
The Women's Club of St. Monica
Parish, 6131 N. Michigan Rd. will
hold a Cookie Walk after Masses
Homemade Christmas cookies for
$5/pound.
wtn

St. Jude Women'’s Club will hold
its Annual Bazaar. Proceeds fill
holiday food baskets for the
needy.

b-8 -4

A Christmas Boutique will be
held from 9 am.-6 p.m. Sat. and
from 8 am-12 noon Sun. at St.
Anthony Parish hall, 379 N.
Warman. Booths, crafts, raffle,
bakery.

|
|

A Christmas Bazaar will begin
at 11 am. at St. Rita Church,
1733 Dr. Andrew |. Brown A
Chili supper Sat, white ele
phants, more.

St. Bernadette Parish, 4826 |
Fletcher Ave. will hold its An
nual Christmas Bazaar from 10
am-8 p.m Sat and from 9 am -
2 noon Sun. Baked goods,
candy, white elephants

| www

P

| The third annual Breakfast and

| Lunch with Santa will be held

| from 9 am-11 am. at Sacred

“mn School, Terre Haute
Lunch served 11 am -2 p.m. Pic-
tures with Santa, Christmas
store

l December 4
| The monks and students of St
Meinrad will present a free Ad-
vent Concert at 230 pm. in the
archabbey church.

Tew

Providence Parent Guild will
sponsor a “Holly” Day Bazaar
from 12 noon-5 p.m. at Provi-
dence High School cafeteria,
New Albany. More than 20 craft
booths, Christmas kitchen,
Christmas cookies and candy.

o
The Catholic Golden Age group
will hold its annual Christmas
luncheon at 2 p.m. at the Iron
Skillet. Call 317-356-4057 for in-
formation.

frrw

Medjugorje in America will
sponsor an Advent program to-
day and again on Dec. 6 by Jes-
uit Father Richard Foley. Call
Cathy Denny 317-888-0873 or
Mary Ann Barothy 317-255-7076
for more

© 1994 Catholic News Servuce.

B) TRUBLE, 60RD... THE BIEDS AE
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CHIRPANG . HoW'S
IN SMALL R BBARING ANAMALS )

for St. Vincent de Paul Society
will be appreciated.
waw
Sign Masses for the Deaf are
celebrated each Sun. in the fol-
lowing churches: St. Barnabas,
8300 Rahke Rd, 8:45 a.m.; St.
Joan of Arc, 42nd and Central,
10:30 am_; Holy Spirit, 7243 E.
10th St., 10:30 a.m.; and St. Mat-
thew, 4100 E. 56th St., 11:30 am.
waw
A Spanish Language Mass is
celebrated at 1:15 p m. each Sun.
in St. Mary Church, 317 N. New
Jersey St.

December 5
The “Job and Suffering” Scrip-
ture study film series concludes
from 7:30-9 p.m. at St. Luke Par-
Y
A Prayer Vigil and Rosary for

Life will be held at 7 p.m. in St
Patrick Church, Terre Haute
For more information call Rick
Mascari at §12:

December 6
Providence High School,
Clarksville will hold its annual
Open House for prospective stu-
dents now in grades 5-8 and
their parents from 6-9 p.m.

R
The prayer group of St
Lawrence Parish, 4650 N. Shade-
land Ave. will meet at 7:30 p.m.
in the chapel. All welcome.
884

Prayer and devotion to Jesus
and the Blessed Mother will be
held from 7-8 p.m. in St. Mary
Chapel, 317 N. New Jersey St.
Call 317-786-7517.

R- 3-8 4

Benediction of the Blessed Sac-

h-2-8-4

St. Vincent Hospital Guild’s An-
nual Christmas Brunch begins
with 12 noon social hour at the
Ritz Charles, 12156 N. Mendian

Greccio

from 11:00 a.m. -
Mt. St. Francis

&

&

Crafts and Baked Goods
Available in the Lower Chapel
from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday, December 3, 1994

Lunch Served in the Retreat Center Dining Room

Featuring Many Homemade Craft and Culinary Gift Items
made by Mt. St. Francis Volunteers

Salsa # Relishes # Herbs # Jellies # Copper Kettle Apple Butter
Cakes # Cookies # Pasta # Bread # Breakfast Rolls
Assorted Franciscan Chocolates # And More
Chances available on a Quilt
and a framed Needlepoint Christmas Tree

Join us for a Soup and Sandwich lunch,
from 11:00 a.m. until the food runs out!
NEW! This year we will have chicken and dumplings!

Mt. St. Francis is at the intersection of Highway 150 West
and Paoli Pike. Call 812-923-8817 for more details and directions.

Greccio is the city in Ttaly where St. Francis of Assisi received permission to re-enact the nativity.
Many witnesses saw the figure of the Christ child move when St. Francis placed it in the manger.

St., Carmel. $18/person. Cail |

317-253-2864.
www
The Adult Catechetical Team of
| Our Lady of Lourdes Parish will
sponsor a concert of the “Music
of Taize” by the adult choirs at
7 pm. in church. Admission

free, but canned food donations

gy RS

Cidel GEE B
VioN T TN
E O A MVIT]

An Invitation To
Travel With Father Harold
Knueven In 1995

Attend Outdoor Paim Sunday
Papal Mass in St. Peter's Square
April 3 - 10, 1995

or  June2-14, 1995

Call or write:

Rev. Harold Knueven

Our Lady of Greenwood Church

335 S. Meridian St., Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 888-2861

Resorve your spet by Becomber 15, and yous

nama s lacluded |a owr drawing for $580.00.
Prize may bo applied to 1sad or air cost.

Fr Harold Knueven What a grest Christmes preseot!

ROME - 1 day, 2 nights

Mount Saint Francis
Retreat Center

(whwﬁﬂmmm 'on Highway 150 West, anthoml-“mdl.nuhm)

Greccio Christmas Bazaar
December 3, 1994
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Coping and Hoping with the
Holidays - Dealing with Holiday Stress
December 10, 1994

Registration - 9:30 a.m. Program - 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20 including lunch
— FOR MORE INFORMATION & A COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF RETREATS:
CALL: (812) 923-8817 OR WRITE: Director of Retreats;
Mount Saint Francis Retreat Center

101 St. Anthony Drive, Mount Saint Francis, Indiana 47146
Mount Saint Francis Retreat Center is an apostolate of the Conventual Franciscans

e
=
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rament will be held at 730 p.m
in Divine Mercy Adoration
Chapel next to Ritter High
school. Confessions heard 6:30

p-m.

December 7

The Italian Heritage Society of
Indiana will meet at 6:30 p.m. in
Holy Rosary Parish social hall,
520 Stevens for business meet-
ing and Christmas pitch-in din-
ner. Bring main dish, salad or
dessert.

December 8

December 9-10
An Advent Centering Prayer
Retreat will be held at Kordes
Enrichment Center, Ferdinand
Call 1-800-880-2777.
aaw
St. Anthony Parish, Morris will
sponsor its 8th Annul Live Na-
tivity from 5930 p.m.
December 9-11
A Christmas Bazaar will be held
at St. Joseph Parish, Terre
Haute. Baked items, flea market,
raffle.

D ber 10

A Family Eucharist Holy Hour
with rosary ad ill be
held from 78 p.m. in St. Roch
Church, 3600 S. Pennsylvania St.
All welcome.

L-5-8-4
Apletmarywdlbepnycdat
10 am. in front of Affiliated
Women's Services, Inc., 2215 Dis-
tributors Dr.

2.2

A Placement Test for Sth-grade

sludcm: will be held at Olden-
Academy. To regiter call

B12534-4440 before

ww

A free entrance exam for incom-
ing freshmen will be held from
8:15 am.-12 noon at Providence
High School, Clarksville. Pre-
registration required. Call 812-

A eflction day on “Mary n the | 9452538

Public Lie ofjesus and Today”
will be held at Fatima Ret:
House, 5353 E. 56th St. a7
545-7681.

wat

A Mass in honor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe will be celebrated at
10:30 a.m. at Holy Cross School,
125 N. Oriental St. followed by
lunch for children

December 8-11
Marian Cnlkge Madrigal Dm
ners will with
630 p.m. 11 317.935.0593 for
tickets and reservations.

December 9
Mass for Beato Juan Diego who

saw Mary at Guadalupe will be
at7 p.m. at St. Philip

December 11

A revised Latin Mass will be
celebrated at 11 am. in St. John
Church, 126 E. Georgia St.

2
St. Paul Parish, Sellersburg will
hold prayer and praise from 7-
8:15 p.m. in church. Third an-
nual sing-a-long of traditional
Christmas hymns

trw
A Holy Hour with rosary will be
held at 2 pm. in Sacred Heart
Church, 1530 Union St. Every-
one welcome.

o
The Catholic Widowed Organi-
zation will hold a Christmas
Dinner get-together at 4:30 p.m.

celebrated
Neri Church, 550 N. Rural St.

tel, 7202 E. 21st St. Dinner
served 530 pm.
1 3-23

A Spanish Mass in honor of Our
Lady of Guadalupe will be cele-
brated by Archbishop Daniel
Beuchlein at 1:15 pm. in SS. Pe-
ter and Paul Cathedral, 14th and
Meridian Sts. Procession 12
noon; preludio 1230 p.m.; fiesta
after Mass.

Tww

A Christmas Concert will be
presented by Oldenburg Acad-
emy students at 3 p.m. Call 812-
934-4440 for details.

L-8-8-4

The Simeon Group of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish will hold a
Cookie Walk from 1-4 p.m. in
the parish center. $5.25 per con-
tainer.

Bingo
MONDAY: Our Lady of Lour-
des, 6:30 p.m.; St. James, 5:30
p.m. TUESDAY: St. Michael, 6
p.m.; St. Malachy, Brownsburg,
530 p.m; Msgr. Sheridan K of C
Council 6138, Johnson Co., 6:15
p.m.; St. Pius X Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 3433, 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY: St. Anthony,
630 pm; K of C Coursil 437,
1305 N. Delaware, 5 p.m.
THURSDAY: 5t. Catherine, 5:30
p.m.; Holy Family K of C,
American Legion Post 500, 1926

n Rd., 630 pm.; FRI-
DAY: St. Christopher, Speed-
way, 6:30 p.m; Holy Name,
Beech Grove, 5:30 p.m. SATUR-
DAY: K of C Council 437, 1305
N. Delawue 4:30 p.m. SUN-
mbrose, Seymour, 4

p.m.; Ritter Hngh School, 6 p.m.;
Msgr Sheridan K of C Council
6138, Johnson Co,, first Sunday

at the Indianapolis Marriott Ho-

each of month, 1:15 p.m.

thelie®
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Cartlidge
Christmas Trees
CHOOSE AND CUT
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Vatican backs diocese
on church closings

Pittsburgh bishop’s
plan to merge parishes
is part of reorganization

® An appeal by a group of parishioners
against the closing of the church and
suppression of the Parish of Divine Re-
deemer in Ambridge.

® A request by a member of St. Michael
Panshml’lmbur@sSnumSldeaskngh
its earlier rejec-

by Mike Aquilina
Catholic News Service

PITTSBURGH—In four new rulings the
Vatican has agai in confirmed Pittsburgh
DomIdW Wuerlsdmsuxshckm
or merge parishes as part of a diocesewide
In four separate letters dated Oct. 26, the
Vatican Congregation for the Clergy rejected
appeals against the suppression of four
parishes in the diocese. The appeals had
been made by individuals or small groups of
Catholics from the former parishes.

The new decisions bring the total of
Vatican rulings against such appeals to
seven. The first ruling came in
1993 and two others were issued this past
summer.

The clergy congregation oversees matters
and

mndmappeﬂagamthedomgofﬂm
church and parish.

o An appeal by a goup of parishioners
against the suppression of Visitation of the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Rankin.
The church there remains open as a worship
site in the newly established Word of God
Parish.

Father Lawrence DiNardo, diocesan vicar
for canonical services, said he was “pleased
but not surprised” by the new rulings.

“We have a final determination now in
the cases of six former parishes,” he said,

mdeverycuehasbcendeaddmfavwd

ofﬂ\echurchu\dd\engtsofmepeopleu
it carried out the i

of parish admi P of
church property.
In its latest rulings it rejected:
.Anippealhyagmupolpanﬂumﬂs
against the of the church and

vania shortly after he became bishop ol
Pittsburgh in 1988. Large population shifts
and fewer priests were among reasons for
closing or combining parishes in some areas
while enlarging or opening new parishes in
others.

with the
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"536 W Rockville Road
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15 Mus East of Avon,
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DRUQGS:
It Takes Guts To Say NO!

9 DAY PRAYER
TO ST. JUDE

Most Holy Apostle St. Jude,
faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the name of the traitor
who delivered thy beloved
master into the hands of his
enemies has caused thee o be
forgotten by many, but the
church honors and invokes
thee universally as a patron of
hopeless cases, of things
despaired of. Pray for me who
am so miserable, make use |
implore thee of that particular
privilege accorded to thee to
bring speedy help where help
is almost despaired of. Come
to my assistance in this great
need that | may receive the
consolation and security of
heaven in all my necessities,
tribulations and sufferings,
particularly (name your
request) and that | may bless
God with thee and all the elect
forever. | promise thee, Oh St.
Jude, to be ever mindful of
this great favor, and 1 will
never cease to honor thee as
my special and powerful
patron and to do all in my
power to encourage devotion
to thee. Amen . .. Request

Granted. JJO.

honic Choir

yimp

Robert Porco

conductor

CHANVBER

ORCHESTIRA

2 1A6O

the Aus Council of Indwanapols
the Indiona Ay Commussion ond
the Nationol Endowmen! lor the Aty

‘A
t 4
Handel’s c@ga\h: The Complete Oratorio

Sunday, December 18, 2:30 p.m.

Clowes Memorial Hall of Butler University
Tickets $18, $15, $12, and $9

Clowes Hall Box Office, 4600 Sunset Avenuc
or call 9216444

With the support of

* Mass at 12:30 p.m.

Parkung at Catholic Center

Sunday, December 4, 1994
at Ss. Peter & Paul Cathedral
Indianapolis

* Presentation “The Eucharist; Sacrament of Love”
* Reception — buffet provided

* Presentation “Mary in Advent”

* Question and Answer time

Sponsored by “Medjugorje in America”
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Students help Santa
with donations of toys
for the mentally ill

by Mary Ann Wyand

Brebeuf Preparatory School students
joined efforts with thousands of other central
Indiana teen-agers during November to
provide Christmas gifts for the Toy Shop at
the Midtown Community Mental Health
Center located at Wishard Hospital in
Indianapolis.

Senior Damian Cox, the president of
Brebeuf’s student body and also the
president of the Jesuit school’s Black Student
Union, presented a stuffed reindeer to Barry
Irons, team director at the Midtown Com-
munity Mental Health Center, during the
school’s Thanksgiving prayer service on
Nov. 23 to symbolize toy donations worth
$1,000 which will be given to center patients
as gifts for their family members.

“Brebeuf students have provided toys for
patients at Central State Hospital for the past
19 years, until the hospital closed,” Irons
said. “This year the toys will go to the Toy
Shop at Midtown Community Mental
Health Center. Without help from area
schools, churches and the community, |
would have a hard time doing the Toy Shop
program every year. You make it possible to
bring joy, laughter and love to our clients
and lohuorherspeculluvedones"

jprogram offers a variety of

benefm m gnlt;avets and recipients, Irons
clients an opportunity to

Im gn’é Fredtch b s thar o
members. It's very therapeutic for them to
adually be able to give gifts to others, and it
also improves the bonds between our clients

and their families, which in some cases have

broken down over the years because of
problems. It's also a great learning opportu-
nity for the students.”

Each year for nearly 20 years, Irons said,
students from Brebeuf Preparatory School
and Cathedral High School in Indianapolis
have collected toys and volunteered their
time at the Toy Shop by helping patients |
select gifts and then wrapping the presents.

“When students came out to Central
State, and now to Midtown, to volunteer at
the Toy Shop,” he said, “they have had |

with

the wonderful
definitely men and women for others.

outcome.

SPIRIT OF GIVING—Brebeuf Preparatory School student body president Damian Cox of
Indianapolis presents a stuffed reindeer to Barry Irons, team director of the Midtown
Community Mental Health Center at Wishard Hospital, as a symbol of the students’ toy
donations for the center’s annual Toy Shop program. Irons thanked the students for their
generosity during a Thanksgiving prayer service on Nov. 23 at the Jesuit school.

We are |

“At first 1 thought it would be dumb to
bring up the Holocaust in a reflection about

opportunities to get to know the patients as
people, not as mertally ill people, but as
people with problems and likes and dislikes
and quirks like we all have. I think the
students gain a lot different impression of
the mentally ill by meeting some of the
patients. Through the Toy Shop program,
we've been able to educate a lot of students
and their families about mental illness over
the years.”

During the Thanksgiving prayer service,
Damian thanked the students for their
“awesome” response to the toy drive.

“It's amazing how our students always
have an awesome outcome to service
projects,” he said. “We've been asked to give
of ourselves in coursework—it's finals
time—and we have just concluded this toy
drive. We have raised a thousand dollars
worth of toys. After Thanksgiving, we're
going to have our annual Help for the
Holidays program and provide gifts for
United Way families who are in need of
Christmas help. Even though we have a lot
of giving events at this time of year, all of
them still shine the same. We're very happy

Irons said students from Pike High
School, Franklin Central High School, and
Zionsville High School joined the longtime
Brebeuf and Cathedral toy drive efforts this
year to provide free holiday gifts.

As part of Brebeuf’s interfaith prayer
service on Nov. 23, several students
offered testimonials expressing their
thankfulness for their families, their faith,
and their friends.

“Whenever 1 consider my religious
beliefs or my faith,” Kelli Pcoples said, “1
alwa)m think of my mother because she is the

responsible for the development of
r mlh We were exposed to different
igions and cultures, both at home as well
as at school. Her favorite Bible verse is Train
up a child in the way that he should go and
when he is old he will not depart from it.” At
avery young age, I understood that God had
many names, no one being any better or
more than the other, and that God
did not necessarily live inside a church
unles the people inside that church had God
in their hearts.

Speaking nexl, Jewish student Becca

Elberger also reflected on her faith tradition.

Thanksgiving,” Becca said, “but the more |
thought about it, the more I realize that | am
carrying on all the traditions, teachings, and
thoughts that Hitler and the Nazis attempted
to abolish. And for that I am thankful,
because now 1 can live the lives of the 6
million plus Jews who were exterminated
during the Holocaust. 1 am also going
against everything that Hitler stood for.”

Thanksgiving has always been a favorite
family holiday at his house, David Kralik
told the Brebeuf students.

“Ienjoy Thanksgiving because it is a time
to enjoy company we haven't seen for a
year,” he said. “It is a time to tell stories of
the year and recall funny and interesting
stories throughout the years. During prayer
time, we all say at least one thing we are
thankful for.”

Sometimes, David said, Americans
forget how privileged they are to have so
many blessings.

During the service, the students were
reminded that their gifts of toys for
mentally ill patients are yet another way
to express thanks.
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Roncalli clinches
second state title

Roncalli High School’s Rebels collected their second
straight Indiana High School Athletic Association Class 3A
state football championship on Nov. 25 in a 35-14 win over
Tipton High School at the RCA Dome in Indianapolis.

Their 1994 Class 3A title marks the fourth time in Roncalli’s
history that students from the Indianapolis South Deanery
interparochial high school have brought home a champion-
ship trophy in the THSAA state gridimn competition.

ot

On Sept. 11, 22 cadet teams and 24 teams in the 56
league began their quest for a Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion football championship. On Nov. 2, two teams from
St. Barnabas Parish in Indianapolis were crowned league
champions at the conclusion of the CYO football playoffs
at Roncalli High School.

e post-season playoffs were exciting this year, CYO
executive director Edward J. Tinder said, as five of the six
post-season games were decided by one touchdown or less.

In the 56 league semi-finals, St. Barnabas defeated
Holy Spirit by a score of 6-0, and St. Mark topped Little
Flower 6-0 in overtime. The cadet league semi-finals saw
St. Barnabas defeat Our Lady of Lourdes 27-6 and St. Pius
X outlast St. Lawrence 7-6.

The CYO league championship games played on a cool
November evening were equally exciting, Tinder said. In the
56 league championship game, St. Barnabas edged St. Mark by
a score of 6-0 to earn that title. In the cadet league title game,
St. Barnabas narrowly defeated St. Pius X 14-8 in overtime.

“The 1994 CYO football program was one of the best ever,”
Tinder said. “Throughout the course of the season, it was
obvious that the majonity of CYO football coaches were
working hard to assure a successful program. We like to think
of our coaches as teachers who instruct their young players on
the skills of their sport while demonstrating sportsmanship,
ethical conduct and fair play. Our program and the young
men participating are bmcr u(l due to these efforts.”

Students and alumni at Our Lady of Providence
Junior/Senior High School in Clarksvilie recently cele-
brated the naming of the “new gym” in honor of former
principal Robert Larkin. The gymnasium is now the
Robert I. Larkin Center. [,.\rkm served Providence as
principal for 17 years, from 1971 until 1988
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It will be a day to share
with other Catholics

" by Margaret Nelson__

It's a way for young adults to spend a
midwinter Saturday with people who
<hare their faith. And it will all happen at
the Eagle’s Hide-a-Way at Eagle Creek
Park in Indianapoli

I Believe/We Believe” is a day-long
eb. 4 program for young adults, in their
) and 30s, to explore the meaning of the
Catholic faith in their lives. It begins at
30 am. and lasts until 9 p.m. And it
only costs $5!

There will be presentations of Scrip-
hure and other stories in the tradition of
(he church. Participants will be intro-
duced to group faith sharing as a way to
srow in faith. The young people will
<pend time together for prayers and the
celebration of the Eucharist.

Presenters will be Father Bill
Marks, associate pastor of St.
Barnabas; Joseph Connelly, coordina-
tor of youth ministry at Holy Spirit;
Father Jeff Godecker, director of relig-
ious education for the archdiocese;
and Julie Szolek-Van Valkenourgh,
director of the Office of Youth, Young
Adults and Campus Ministries.

Father Godecker said, ““Archbishop

Faith-sharing day planned
for 20- and 30-somethings

(Daniel M) Buechlein often addresses
the young church’ and indicates how
much we need them While we have
many programs for our teens and for
students on college campuses, we have
almost no programs of taith formation for
this age group.
“In talking with several young adults,
| have heard them express a serious need
| o be included in the church and to grow
in their faith,” said Father Godecker
| “ ] Believe/We Believe’ is an at-
| tempt to begin to assist faith formation
of young adults in a deeper way. The
young adults | know represent some of
our most vital and alive people. They
have a great deal to contribute to parish
| communities,” he said
| The event aimed at assisting young
adults to grow in their faith, is sponsored
| by the archdiocesan offices of Catholic
| Education and of Youth, Young Adults
| and Campus Ministries.
| There will be a limit of 75 people.
\ Registration deadline is Jan. 18, 1995.
|
|

More information, including directions,
will be sent to those who register.

Those wishing further information
may call Father Jeff Godecker at 317-236-
1431; or Julie Szolek-Van Valkenburgh at
317-2361439.

Registrations, with the check for $5,
may be sent to Marcia DiGiusto; Office of
Catholic Education; P.O. Box 1410; Indi-
anapolis, IN 46206

i

PRAYING HANDS—A young man holds his hands out while praying the Our Father. The

U.S. bishops were asked to consider this
archdiocese is sponsoring a Feb. 4 spiritual
for young people in thei

s an option for people attending Mass. The
pi 1 Believe/We Believe” day at Eagle Creek Park
205 and 30s. (CNS photo by Nancy Wiechec)

Campaign to show ‘what women’s
colleges can do for women’

Presidents of 69 women's colleges are
mounting a public service campaign
which seeks the changing of society’s
attitudes toward achievement in educa-
tion of girls and women.

The campaign, selected by the Advertis-
ing Council, will begin in February of 1995

Providence Sister Barbara Doherty, presi-
dent of St. Mary of the Woods College, was
present at the annual meeting of the
Women’s College Coalition in Washington,
D.C. She said that this campaign will have a
positive impact on St. Mary of the Woods.

“It is time to educate the public about
gender in the classroom and what

Carefree

=
1

accomplish this goal.
N et Bt b

women’s colleges can do for women,”
said Sister Barbara.

By joining forces with the creator of
public service advertising, the women's
colleges hope to lead the way in offering to
all parents and teachers educational action
plans that empower female students.

Whether a girl or young woman finds
herself in a public or a private school, a
coeducational or single-sex leaming envi-
ronment, she should expect to be supported
in her aspirations, trained for full participa-
tion in society and encouraged to fulfill her
potential. The campaign will equip parents
and teachers with the necessary strategies to

= Couron . o o —
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by Tom Ehart

About a year ago | was ready to throw in the towel as far
a5 being a Catholic was concerned. I kept going; to Mass and
receiving the sacraments, but no matter what I did or how 1
tried to tﬂong, I never felt the sense of belonging that I felt at
other Christian churches and organizations.

The clincher came one morning at 6:30 Mass. I sat in the

pew listening to a sermon praising vanous denominations
and sects for their devotion, good works and spiritual insights.
Nothing was said about being Catholic

I couldn’t believe it. “What's the point?” | thought. “Why
Skould 1 be Catholic if all these other religions are so great””
I'd had enough. As the Mass continued, 1 started yelling at
God, telling him 1 was sick of all the fighting between
conservatives and liberals, all the sexist tensions, and all the
political correctness that has infiltrated Catholic parishes
and | was sick of ultra-dead liturgies, stony worshipers and
old, limp, clammy hand shakes! -

I'said, “God I've had enough. I've put up with it all long
cnough. I've tried my best to make a difference, and all I getis
apathy, rules and regulations, worldliness and red tape. Tcan’t
change the church and I'm sick of trying,. | need a church to
meet my needs. I'd really like to stay, but unless you can show
me now some reason to stay, I'm out of here as of today

And right then the priest held up the host, saying the
words of consecration and | heard Jesus whisper in my heart,
“Tom, what do you see?” And I said, “You” And he said,
‘Me, how, where?”” | said, “You, your body and your blood
hanging on the cross, sacrificing your life” “And who's with
me?” he continued. “Your mom and John.” “Exactly,” he said
“Where do you think everyone else is?” “They left,” I said

And then the lecture came. It went something like this

Right. Here I am, a bloody mess, in massive pain, and all my
friends abandon me. They leave because it's too hard, it's not
what they need, it’s not what they wanted. Can’t you see. It's
me, Jesus. | did this for you. And now in my time of need,
you're going to leave me? Now, when my body is sotom Yes
Tom, my by, the Body of the Christ, the € hurch. Now, in this
time when there are so may problems and 1 need good and
faithful people to stick by me to rebuild my Body

“ really thought [ could count on you. I really thought that
you knew how much you mean to me and how much FHove it
every time you receive me in Holy Communion Are you
really going to abandon me, oo’

Eep! How small can one fec 12 The message was too clear to
be just another daydream. Ar
Communion, 1 felt a feeling I've never felt before
mixture of repentance for my own self-cc edness, and
renewed vigor in my faith. But most of all it wasa devp sense
of intimately being foved by the one whom I had just receved
into my heart, Je:

And I thought, “Yeah, those other churches have a lot of great
stuff, and Buddha’s a pretty cool guy, but none of them have
this” And [ realized that the Fuchanst is the reason why 1will
always stay a Catholic, no matter how difficult that may scem at
times. The Eucharist is Jesus. It's real. And if you're thinking of
leaving, it's the best reason 1 can find for staying Catholic

Why I didn’t leave l\
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Vatican II has become a guide
to the future for Pope John Paul |

Whether looking ahead or looking 1
back, the 74-year-old pontiff |
sees Vatican II at work

the church on a new path and opened its new era: the
Second Vatican Council.

More and more often, whether he is looking ahead or
Jooking back, the 74-year-old pontiff sees Vatican Il at work
When he was elected pope in 1978, some thought he would try
to undo its reforms. But while he has wamed against
occasional “misinterpretations” of the council—in liturgy, for

Nhiihe Hae

by John Thavis
Catholic News Service

p as ly defended its overall program of
change and its effect on church life.
“Since the council, we have been witnessing a primary

VATICAN CITY—A cardinal, a book, a papal document:
These contain three recent clues to what Pope John Paul Il sees
as this century’s watershed event for the church.

The cardinal is Cardinal-designate Yves Congar, a
90-year-old French theologian whose appointment in late
October was a surprise to many, including himself. The pope
was crowning a long friendship that began when the two men
worked side by side at the Second Vatican Council.

The book 15 “Crossing the Threshold of Hope,” the pope’s
best seller. In the middle of the book is a slim but forceful
chapter that opens with a leading question by the
journalist-editor, who asks whether the Second Vatican
Council didn't weaken the church. The e refuses to take
the bait and launches into a categorical defense of Vatican I1.

The papal document is “Tertio Millennio Adveniente’
(“As the Third Millennium Draws Near”), an apostolic
letter issued in November. In unveiling ambitious plans
for the year 2000, the pope pegs it all on the event that set

q renewal,” the pope states in his new book.

Compare that to the judgment voiced nine years ago by
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the Vatican’s top doctrinal official,
who when asked (by the same interviewer) what he thought
about the church’s post-conciliar progress, replied: “It is
incontestable that the last 20 years have been decidedly
unfavorable for the Catholic Church.” 5

““This pope talks about Vatican Il as the council of our
century.’ It has great importance for him,” said Msgr.
Diarmuid Martin, secretary of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace.

“Some people interpreted the synod he called in 1985 (on
the reforms of Vatican II) as trying to restore order in the
church. It tumed out to be his attempt to put the council at the
center of the church’s activity,” Msgr. Martin said.

“He knows there are many points of the council’s
agenda that have not been implemented. In that sense, he
will continue to surprise,” he said.

What people sometimes forget is that Pope John Paul’s
personal story revolves around the council. In 1962,
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Merry Manor
1651 N. Campbell
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gSt. Vincent

Hospice

Families on the eastside of Indianapolis can
now benefit from the additional assistance
and support that hospice care can provide.

For more information on hospice services,

contact Beverly McIntosh at 357-8040.

Karol Wojtyla from

Vatican Il brought Auxiliary Bishoj
ate and

Krakow, Poland, into the swirl of theological d
ecclesial direction-setting in Rome. ;

The pope talks about how deeply he was influenced by
council participation in his recent book, saying he
considers it a “’special gift from God” that, despite strict
Communist controls in Poland, he was able to attend
every session right through to its conclusion in 1965.

The friendships he made there have turned up in recent
lists of new cardinals, evidence of the pope’s affection for what
was clearly a formative experience. In the last batch were
Cardinal-designate Congar and German Cardinal-designate
Alois Grillmeter, theologians the pope met at the council.

The pope’s book reveals a rare hint of nostalgia when he
writes, “I will never forget the meeting at Ariccia in Janua
1965.” The average reader may not completely understand,
but that was when then-Archbishop Wojtyla joined a group of
bishops and theologians outside of Rome to work on the
council’s “thirteenth schema,” the document that would
become the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World (“Gaudium et Spes”).

For those who have forgotten, “Gaudium et Spes” oriented
the church toward dialogue with nonbelievers, called for a
continual campaign for peace and urged aid to the Third
World. It said marriage was not just for procreation and asked
science to find an acceptable means of spacing births.

Some critics have suggested the pope never really
embraced the spirit of the council and its agenda of reform.
They are getting an earful from the pontiff today.

“"The council contained something of Pentecost—it set the
bishops of the world, and hence the whole church, upon the
paths that need to be taken at the end of the second
millennium,” the pope said in his book.

His letter on the year 2000 praises the council’s
“enormously rich body of teaching and the striking new tone
in the way it presented this content.”” The endorses
Vatican II's openness to the world, its questioning of the
church’s identity, its liturgical reforms, its appreciation of the
laity rediscovery of collegiality among bishops.

“No council had ever spoken so clearly about Christian
unity, about dialogue with non-Christian religions” and about
the “dignity of each person’s conscience,” he adds.

In fact, the pope concludes, the best way to prepare for
the new millennium is by trying to nprly as faithfully as
possible the teachings of Vatican 1l to the lives of
individuals and the whole church.

The pope seems det i to make Vatican II not just a
memory, but a measuring stick for the future.

Madonna and Child
stamp is rescued

by Nancy Hartnagel
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON—Postmaster General Marvin T. Run-
yon has rescued the Madonna and Child stamp, reversing
an earlier Postal Service decision not to issue the popular
Christmas stamp in 1995.

In a statement issued Nov. 23, Runyon said, ““Because
the Madonna and Child stamp has occupied such an
important place in our stamp pmﬁram for so many years
and is so meaningful to so many Americans, I have asked
the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee to devel
designs for a Madonna and Child stamp to be included in
the 1995 program.”

Negative reaction to the initial decision to drop the
religious stamp even came from President Clinton, who was
abroad when the Postal Service unveiled its plans for 1995
stamps. According to The Washington Post, the president was
50 upset after leamning there would be no and Child
stamp next year that he had staff members protest the decision
to key congressional committees and was planning to release
a letter to Runyon urging the stamp’s restoration.

After Runyon’s decision was announced, Clinton
issued a statement praising the action. ““The Postal Service
has historically embraced the cultural and religious
diversity of America,” he said, “honoring with its stamps
religious symbols and religious figures including Francis
of Assisi,” Martin Luther, Brigham Young, Mahatma
Gandhi, the Torah, Truro Synagogue, the Mormon
Tabernacle and Gen. George Washington kneeling in
prayer at Valley Forge, among others.”

The Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights
also had p 4 aband of the Mad an
Child stamp.

In a statement issued Nov. 21 from its New York City
headquarters, William Donohue, league president, had called
on “all Americans of good will to join with us in requesting
the Postal Service to rescind its decision.”

Donohue said in a telephone interview with Catholic
News Service Nov. 28 that his organization had written to
all senators and representatives with oversight responsi-
bility for the Postal Service to protest both the decision
and the manner in which it was made.

We welcome the decision,” he said, but added he is “by

no means satisfied it couldn’t happen again.” He said the

initial decision to abandon the Madonna and Child stamp had

“an odor of political correctness toit,” and said there had been

no public pressure whatever” to discontinue the Madonna
and Child stamp tradition

A 15-member Citizens” Stamp Advisory Committee,
appointed by the postmaster general, had recommended
against issuing a Madonna and Child stamp, a best seller,
in favor of using a Victorian-era angel as the traditional
holiday stamp in 1995

The series with a Madonna and Child, reproductions of
Renaissance paintings, began in 1966 The series was
interrupted in 1977 when the Postal Service issued the stamp
of George Washington praying. The Madonna and Child were
brought back by popular demand in 1978,
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How Catholic interests will fare under Republicans

I t said Sister

ongresses may come and Congresses

nay go, but the church’s concerns
n social policy remain constant

Pope, Mubarak discuss
Middle East peace
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our living

So with the
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Page 24

The Criterion

December 2, 1994

La

Alan Dershowitz, Nathan Lewin i
argue significance of sectarian
symbols on public property

diversity, he said.

by Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

on public property is either the worst or the best thing to Doz sat

happen to religious rights, depending upon which
argument one accepts from constitutional lawyers who
debated the issue Nov. 22.

In a pre-Hanukkah program co-sponsored by George
Washington University and the American Friends of
Lubavitch, two prominent attomeys debated whether |
religious displays in public threaten or affirm religious rights.

Renowned attorney and Harvard Law professor Alan
Dershowitz and Washington religious rights attorney
Nathan Lewin argued the religious and political signifi-
cance of permitting the display of menorahs, creches or
other sectarian symbols on public property.

Lewin, who has defended in several courts the rights of the
Lubavitch movement to menorahs in public places at
Hanukkah, said such displays are no more a violation of the
Constitution than is carrying a right-to-life sign during a rally
on public grounds. And the value to people of any given faith
of being able to see such important symbols on display is

|
|
|
|
WASHINGTON—The display of menorahs or creches ‘
‘ religion,” Dershowitz said.

wyers debate whether religious
| displays good or bad for religion

important in a country founded as a haven for religious

| The Lubavitch movement since 1976 has worked to remind

Jews of their heritage by publicly displaying menorahs

Dershowitz, who has argued before the Supreme Court
against govemment-endorsed expressions of religious beliefs, |
said the only way to protect religious freedom is to keep all
displays of faith out of public places.

Even the fairly benign government-church connection
made when menorahs are displayed in
implies government support of a specific religious belief,

“We do not need government to give its imprimatur to

The Supreme Court ruled in 1989 that some govern-
ment-sponsored religious displays are permissible if they
do not promote or endorse specific religi
that case, the court specifically said a nativity scene inside
a courthouse was a violation of the separation of church
and state but the display of a menorah near a Christmas
tree elsewhere at the courthouse was not.

Since then, courts around the country have been asked to
decide whether specific holiday displays are constitutional.

Lewin said it is perfectly acceptable to place menorahs
in parks or to hold Catholic Masses on Independence Mall
in Washington as long as it's clearly understood by all
concerned that the government is not endorsing the
religious activity or display.

“Religion is not chopped liver,” Lewin said. “Its entitled to
the same rights as other forms of speech.”

Dershowitz said a danger of permitting any connection

between religious beliefs and the government is that
eventually minority beliefs will be discriminated against.

“We're going to lose our rights if we contribute to the
political programs of the religious right who want to
turn this into a country of religion over nonreligion,”
Dershowitz said.

The problem of such thinking, he said, is that being
American may be equated with holding certain beliefs

The question “Is an atheist as American as a
Christian?” would arise, he said

Lewin dismissed such a depiction as part of a “parade of
horribles” used to incite fear of any religious expression.

The answer to fears one religion might overpower all
others is counter speech, such as lighting menorahs in places
where Jews can feel a connection to their own heritage in a
country where Christian symbols dominate, Lewin said.

At the root of most objections to religious displays is the
fear that someone might think government is behind them, he
said. That problem is easiy balanced by identifying
nongovernmental sponsors for such displays.

“Speech should not be suppressed because someone might
mistake the government's role,” Lewin said.

Dershowitz asked him why such displays have to be
on public land when private property, churches and
synagogues are places where religious symbols might be
more appropriate.

“Because that's how people communicate with each
other” in American society, Lewin said.

Fears about overstepping constitutional bounds have
become so pervasive that religion has become the only
topic about which people may not speak in public
forums, vin said.

“Talking ‘American’ means talking about anything but
religion,” he said.

“There’s lots of room in the synagogues for talking
about religion,” Dershowitz said.

But without public reminders of common beliefs such
as creches that remind Christians of the origins of
Christmas or lighted menorahs placed where nonobser-
vant Jews might see them, Lewin responded, “how are
we going to get them into the synagogues?”

ublic parks

s beliefs. In
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He says the new cardinals from
24 countries mirror the unity
Pand universality of the church

by Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY—Pope John Paul Il placed red hats on
the heads of 30 new cardinals, telling the prelates that
they are called to witness to Christ and reminding them
that many of their predecessors through history shed
their blood for the truth.

The new cardinals from 24 countries mirror the unity and

universality of the church, the pope said Nov. 26 before calling
forward each of the churchmen, including U.S. Cardinals
William H. Keeler of Baltimore and Adam . Maida of Detroit
and Canadian Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte of Montreal.

The pope filled the College of Cardinals to its limit of
120 members under age 80 and thus eligible to vote in a
conclave for a new pope.

With the death Nov. 28 of 87-year-old Spanish Cardinal
Vicente Enrique Tarancon, the retired archbishop of Madrid,
the total number of cardinals was 166.

John Paul said the ﬁu& of new cardinals
Pincluded those who had served t! urch for many years
and (hose who have suffered for their faith.

The induction of the y est member of the college,
§49-year-old Cardinal Vm.lw Puljic ol Sarajevo, the pope said,
reminds the church of the Christians of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
‘where, unfortunately, the devastating roar of weapons has
not yet ceased and so much innocent blood continues to be

shed without any prospect for in sight.
He asked the thousands of le gathered in the Paul
VI Audience Hall for the consistory to pray for the people

of Bosnia, ““a symbol of senseless fratricidal fighting that
«ams Europe and the world with blood.”
ocyeople who traveled to Rome to see their local
nrchblshops made cardinals were left clut thenr tickets
oumde the hall, which has a capacity of about 7,
The pope said the new cardinals from l.ebanm me,
Cuba and the countries of the former Soviet bloc show that
the church stands beside those who suffer.”

Cardinal Nasrallah P. Sfeir, the Lebanese patriarch of the
Maronite Church, dressed in a distinctive red robe and hood,
thanked the pope on behalf of the new cardinals, promising
their continued fidelity as pastors and offering their closer
collaboration in his ministry.

The pope said making the patriarch a cardinal is a
reminder of the faithful in Lebanon, who experience “in their
own flesh the consequences of the grave problems connected
with the political situation in the Middle East.”

He also reminded those present of Christians in Eastern
Europe who “for long years had to endure the oppression of
an atheistic totalitarian regime.”

New Albanian Cardinal Mikel Koligi, 92, was jailed or

Pope John Paul also formally inducted %0-year-old |
Dominican Father Yves Congar into the College of Cardinals, |
although the French theologian is in a hospital and could not |
attend the consistory. After giving the others their red hats, the |
pope said a special envoy would be sent to France to give |
Cardinal Congar his biretta.

“The service of love to which the Lord calis those who are
baptized” is set as a particular call to the new cardinals, the
pope said in his homily during the consistory.

As members of the College of Cardinals and with the

reception of a “titular” church in Rome, the new cardinals
become members of the Roman clergy whose bishop is
the pope.
“Your link with the church of Rome thus sheds light on the
particular mission whicl this ecclesial community and its
pastor, the pope, carry o t on behalf of the whole People of
God: a diaconal mission of communion and guidance in
preaching and witnessing o the Gospel, meeting the great
challenges of the contemporary world,  Pope John Paul said.

During the pope‘s Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica the next
day with the new cardinals, he gave each of them a rin
as a sign of their new “dignity, pastoral concern an
closer communion with the Peter.”

As each cardinal approached him, he said, “receive the
ring from the hand of Peter and know that with the love
of the Prince of the Apostles your love for the church will
be reinforce

lnhnshonulyatmeMass,mepopeagamsh'essedmefad
that the cardinals, even more than before, are called to witness
to the truth brought by Christ.

The tradition of the College of Cardinals, he said, follows
the tradition of * the fortitude of the Apostles who shed their
blood for Christ's truth; it is the fortitude of many of their

Pope places red hats on 30 new cardinals

| successors, pastors of the church, who for the same cause were

prepared to sacrifice their lives and in many cases actually did
50"

In both the 74-year-old pontiff also d
the cardinals that they were now members of the college
responsible for electing popes.

‘A historical merit of the College of Cardinals is the
fact that it has maintained, for century after century, the
continuity of succession lu the See of Peter, a :ummulty
which has a P for the
church,” he said at the Mass.

The continuity is “essential for the church and for her
journey through the centuries in faithful service of the
Gospel,” the pope said at the consistory.

The with the i
Nov. 28 as Pope John Paul started a series of meetings with the
new cardinals, their friends, famlly members and faithful.

2,400 people gathered in the audience hall with the
new US. cardinals and Cardinal Thomas J. Winning of
Glasgow, Scotland, for their papal audience.

The cardinals, he said, are the pope’s principal advisers
and as such “are called to have a special concern for the whole
church. Drawn from nations throughout the world, they are
signs of the universality of the church as she carries out her
mission to proclaim the Gospel and to invite all nations and
peoples to unity in faith and charity.”

Pope John Paul praised Cardinal Keeler’s leadership of the
US. bi 3 and his invol in i

and interreligious relations.

He singled out Cardinal Maida, a canon and civil lawyer,
for his work on behalf of justice in the church.

The Polish pope also made off-the-cuff remarks in Polish to
Cardinal Maida, a Polish-American, and to his family.
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Whatever happened o \§
Orville & Mary Ruth Lee?

They met in 1946 at a Sunday School Class called

detained by communist authorities for a total of 38 years;
Cardinal Kazimierz Swiatek of Minsk-Mohilev, Belarus, spent
10 years in Soviet prisons and labor camps.

The pope had special words of praise for the “Catholics of
Vietnam and Cuba, who are giving a courageous testimony of
faithfulness to Christ and of silent service to their brothers and
sisters in the midst of many difficulties.”

The new cardinal from Vietnam, Paul Joseph Pham Dinh
Tung, the archbishop of Hanoi since April, spent much of his
30 years as bishop of Bac Ninh under house arrest.

New Cardinal Jaime Lucas Ortega Alamino of Havana was
detained in a Cuban work camp in 1966-67.

After the ceremony Cardinal Ortega told reporters that
tensions between the Cuban government and the church
have been lessening. “At least there is tolerance, which
makes life easier,” he said.

Six of the new cardinals are over age 80.

Two men helped Cardinal Koligi climb the steps to
Pope John Paul’s chair in the hall. But unlike the other

the Metholite Group. Orville Lee later spotted Mary
Ruth Peek at a social gathering across the shuffle board
court and decided she was the one for him. Six months
later, Orville convinced Mary Ruth they were meant to
be together and they married on October 23, 1946! They
were blessed with two sons and one daughter. Orville
was employed by L.S. Ayres & Co. as Head Cashier in
their Downtown Indianapolis store for over 20 years
after having worked for National Hosiery Mills for 26
years. Mary Ruth enjoyed teaching as she taught piano
to beginning students and English to foreign students
through the use of picture primers. These days, Orville
and Mary Ruth call Westside Retirement Village home,
and have since 1987

FIRST ]

“We decided to move in while we
were still young and active enough
to enjoy the many activities offered
here. We're glad we did!

- The Lees

e e et oo o, Dty urable to || INDEPENDENT APARTMENTS,
Cardinal Alois Crillmeier, 84, was <arried up the steps || ASSISTED LIVING UNITS AND A
in a wheelchair. The new German cardinal is a Jesuit 59 BED HEALTHCARE FACILITY FLOOR
theologian specializing in Christology.
ALL ON ONE CAMPUS STUDIOS

Car door closes on pope’s ) AVAILABLE! @t

finger before his Mass ‘

Westside Village is 2 miles west »ning
on 10th Street from the 10th 1 -q-
Street exit off 1-465 west leg. Entes

Kitchen

by Catholic News Se) roice

VATICAN CITY—Pope John Paul II celebrated Mass
with the new cardinals Nov. 27 wearing a small bandage Q Yes! Please send me more information at no risk
on his right little finger. | bligation.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls told reporters | OO 'gav'?ests.de Retirement Village

“Your best choice”

the pope hurt his finger just before the Mass began. Getting |
out of the car to enter St. Peter’s Basilica and vest for the 8616 West Tenth Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46234
liturgy, the pope’s finger was closed in the car door | Nore ek : &
Pope John Paul's personal physician disinfected the finger | RET Addrass, 5 3 e T -
and put a bandage on it before the pontiff put on the liturgical Toud _ — m
vestments and celebrated the Mass. | 'Vil] city
The blood-stained bandage was changed after the Mass | State
ind before the pope led the midday Angelus prayer from his B

apartment window overlooking St. Peter’s Square. |
Navarro-Valls said the bone was not broken and the
pope did not require stitches.
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T Rest

Please submit in writing to our
office by 10 am. Mon. the week of
publication; be sure to state date
of death. Obituaries of archdioce-
san priests and religious sisters
serving our archdiocese are listed
elsewhere in The Criterion. Order
priests and brothers are included
here, unless they are natives of the
archdiocese or have other connec-
tions to it.
+ALLTOP, Mary Frances, 74,
Holy Angels, Indianapolis, Nov
17. Mother of Madonna Hamns;
sister of John, Paul and Betty Hirt
and Bill Schubach; grandmother of
two; great-grandmother of four.

+ BAKER, James L., 52, St. John,

In Peace

Starlight, Nov. 20. Husband of | and Mark; grandfather of 1
Ann Jeanette (Smith); father of | great-grandfather of four.
Michael |, Samuel L, and Beth A. | 4 BROCKMAN, Zora Jacobs
:i Kane; son of Martha; brother of | ghields, 73, 5t Alphonsus, Zions-
Jane Hoff and Donna Staser. | ville (buried from St. Christopher
+BARRY, James, 87, St.| Indianapolis) Nov. 16 Wite of
| Lawrence, Lawrenceburg, Nov. | Charles T; mother of Elizabeth A
| 20. Stepfather of Dan, David and | Boester and Bob
Leo Rider and Mona McAdams; | 4 BRUEGGE, o
ke o B and Helie et el l
Armbruster, grandfather of siX; | 19 Wife of Vincent; mother of |
| great-grandfather of one | Bhands Mt Gy Vo |
+ BOEHMER, Raymond F. | Lynch and David: sister of eight; |
(Jackie), 81, St. Louss, Batesville, | grandmother of seven. |
Nov. 24. Husband of Thelma | ¢ BURKHARDT, Anna, 87, St. |
(Nickell-Hoff); father of Kay | Lous, Batesville, Nov. 24.
| Rosenberger, Nan French, Susie
| Bower, Connie Lee, Tink Morgan

59,

|
| + CARDINAL, Ruth L., 77, Prince |
| of Peace, Madison, Nov. 18 |

| Mother of Mary Wilkerson, Nettie |

A Trusted | |
Friend

In Time of
Grief

| Hyden, Jeanne Watson, Janet |

| Jones, Donnetta Goodman, Harry |
Caldwell and Charles; stepmother |

of Lafe Straub; grandmother of

| step-grandmother of six; great-

grandmother of 14; step-great-
grandmother of nine
+CARNES, Tames P. 70, St
Mary, Nortii Vernon, Nov. 19
Father of Dr. William ., Michael,
| David, and Janet Gerkin; grandfa-
| therof 13

| + CONNIFF, Corrine B., 94, Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, New
Albany, Nov. 18. Mother of
Virginia  McKay and Joseph
| grandmother of four; great-
| grai.dmother of nine.

| + DAUGHERTY, John L. 70,
Holy Family, New Albany, Nov
18. Husband of Dorothy; father of
John, Joe, Theresa Wolfe, Susan,

and Jane Buttrum; brother of | 13 Father of James R, Charles E
izabeth Jetfries and | Robert G., Thomas E., and Sally

Curtis,

+ KOGER, Elizabeth Samaniego, |
65, St. Lawrence, Indianapolis, |
Nov. 16, Wife of Willam E; |
mother of Karleen, and Sandra K

| Humbarger, g of five.

of Sam, Pam, Kim Mollaun-5mith
and Jay Allen; brother of Julius,
Albert, Alphonse, Robert, Mary
Weigel, Joan Moorman and Rita
z et dfather of four.

+ LaMAR, Helen J., 80, Prince of |
| Peace, Madison, Nov

Mother of Verna and June,
| grandmother of three.
| £ MARTINI, Hilda, 86, St. Mar-
| tin, Yorkville, Nov. 11. Mother of
| Jerome, Leo, Ralph and Dennis; |
| sister of Ella Schmidt and Rose
| Darling; grandmother of 16; great- |

|

grandmother of 10. |

+ McDONOUGH, James A., 87,
St. Augustine, Jeffersonville, Nov

Martha Fugit; grandfather of five. | Rothrock; brother of Corinne and

+ DOWLING, Myrtle Gans,
St. Matthew, Indianapolis,
16. Mother of James Edward;
grandmother of three.

+ HARTMAN, Rosella
Louis, Batesville, Nov

of Gerald, Steve, Wilma Allen,
Marjorie Nicse, Judith Mang and

7, 5t

Linda Borgman; sister of Virginia |

Laker; grandmother of 13; grea
of five

‘ 1
| Sr. Eligia Inskeep, |
OSF, dies at 98 |

| on Nov. 25

trust can make grief

When death claims someone close to you,
the strength and compassion of a friend you

Many of the families we serve have come to
regard us as their strong and trusted friends,

OLDENBURG—A Memorial
Mass was celebrated Nov. 28 here
at the motherhouse for Franciscan |
Sister Eligia Inskeep, who died |
Nov. 25. She was 98 |

Sister Eligia was born in Cin |
cinnati, Ohio. She entered the |
Oldenburg Franciscan Commu-
nity in 1917, and professed final

| vows in 1922,
In the Archdiocese of Indian-

a little easier to bear.

as well as cc

and ¢

Mike Feeney

funeral professionals. Mary

We strive every day to earn and keep your
trust, and we never take it for granted.

FEENEY-HORNAK
MORTUARIES

Shadeland — 1307 N. Shadeland; 353-6101
Keystone — 71st at Keystone; 257-4271
INDIANAPOLIS

George Usher

apolis, Sister Eligia taught at St.
y School, Bloomungton; Sa-
| cred Heart, Clinton; St. Nicholas,
Sunman; and St. Anthony, Morris.
She also taught in the Diocese of |
Evansville, Ohio and Missouri
Sister Eliga retired to the
mothethouse in 1978 She s
survived by nieces and nephews

The selection
of the
price funeral
you want
is left up to you.

LEPPERT &
Wortuary:
740 East 86th Street
Indianapolis. India:

844-3966

HURT

Mike Hornak

+ HAYWOOD, Carolyn, 73, St
Vincent de Paul, Shelbyville, Nov
21. Sister of Virginia Marshall

+JONES, Dorothy B. 84, St
Mary, Rushville, Nov. 20. Mother
of Thomas H., Betty Oesterling,
Laura Keefe, Carol Coak and May
Lyon; grandmother of 12

+KIMMEL, Mary Jean. 66, St
Augustine, Jeffersonville, Nov
19. Mother of Steven H., and

LisaJ. Ernstberger; sister of Jack

Campbell and Jane Fitch

grandmother of five

|
|

| 67, St Louis, Batesville, Nov

Frances; grandfather of six; great-

9,
Nov. | grandfather of four.

+MISSI, Marvin L. Sr., 68, St
Mary of the Knobs, Floyds Knobs,
Nov. 20 Husband of Betty L.

Mother | father of Marvin L. Jr., Ronald L.,

Linda Butler, Marilyn Manka and
Darlene McCulloch; son of Ida-
bell; brother of Donald, Robert,
Maurice Engle, MaeKaelin,
Martha Engle and Mary Becht;
grandfather of mune.

4+ MOLLAUN, Eugene H. (Flud),
16
Husband of Manan (Hoene); father

+MUELLER, Erma A., 76, St
Mary, Greensburg, Nov. 18. Sister

| of Howard and Gilbert Zapfe

+ SCHWARTZ, john M., 82, St.
Pius, Troy, Nov. 20. Husband of
Edna; father of James P, Richard and
| Janice; brother of Martin; grandfa-
ther of five; great-grandfather of
two; step-grandfather of four.
| + STEWART, Kathryn T. 73,
Prince of Peace, Madison, Nov. 13,
| Mother of Elizabeth Jean Hasty,
Martha Louise Smith and Virginia
Ann Nafziger. sister of James
Radley and Martha Hippard;
grandmother of 14; great-grand-
| mother of 21

Jennifer Nicole
“Niki,” 14, Prince of Peace,
Madison, Nov. 19. Daughter of
Kenneth and Kimberly; grand-
daughter of John A. Knoebel and
| Manjorie ). Tyler; great-grand-
| daughter of Virginia C. Knoebel
+ WIDOLFF, Joe, §4, St Martin,
| Yorkville, Nov. 7. Father of
Ronald and Jackie; brother of Ella
Schmidt and Rose Darling; grand-
father of four.
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Assumption, the

WORKERS' CHURCH: CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF |
B HE CATHOLIC PARISH OF THE ASSUMPTION OF
[UHE BLESSED VIRGIN IN WEST INDIANAPOLIS, by
James ). Divita. Centennial Committee of the Church of the
[Assumption. 80 pp., $23 softcover.

Reviewed by Bill Beck

All too often, 1 histories are
Jaccounts of buildings, priests or ministers and parish
ctivities. Rarely does a congregational history integrate
the history of the neighborh or community into the
microcosm of the congregation, putting into perspective
the place of worship with the local workplace.

James ). Divita’s history is definitely in the latter category. |
“Workers’ Church”is as much a history of the industrial
development of Indianapolis west of the White River as it isa
history of the Catholic Church in the Hoosier capital.

Divita writes eloquently of the businesses that created
indianapolis in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The
reader learns about the c ial his! of Indi i

‘workers’ church’

as Nordyke-Marmon, Kingans and National Starch, and the
transformation of West Indianapolis by I-70 in the 1970s.
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Father Joseph Francis Weber served Assumption from
R BRI its founding .:wu until his death 40 years later. Known

as “the Mayor of West Indianapolis,” Father Weber
opened the church to flood victims in 1913, (ougl_u the
Klan all through the 1920s and purchased houses in the
neighborhood and sold them to Catholic families.

When Father Weber died in 1935, then-Bishop Joseph
Elmer Ritter presided at the funeral Mass; in attendance
were the mayor, fire and police chiefs of Indianapolis and

Hieis of marighy

The Catholic residents of West Indianapolis, many of
whom worked for the railroad, Nordyke-Marmon and the
local meatpacking industries, helped build a church in the
1100 block of Blaine Ave. in 1894. Even though the effects
of the Panic of 1893 were still being felt, parishioners
donated more than $1,100 toward the construction of the
Church of the Assumption, and a crowd of 8,000 attended
the new church’s first parish festival in July 1894.

Divita does a masterful job of explaining how the Church
of the Assumption and its pastors built a parish community at
a time of great growth in Indianapolis. Key to that sense of
community was the 1895 decision of Mother Scholastica of the
Sisters of St. Benedict in Ferdinand to staff the newly-formed
Assumption School with four sisters and a principal, the first
move by the Benedictine sisters out of southern Indiana and
into the Hoosier capital city.

Perhaps the most intriguing chapters in the history of
Assumption Parish are Divita’s accounts of how the church

and the coped with two of the watershed events

tory
including the impact of the Belt Railroad on the city’s
industrial development, the growth of such corporate giants

of the early 20th century in Indianapolis: The 1913 White River

Flood and the rise of the Ku Klux Klan.

P

Divita chronicles the inevitable decline of church and
community in the years following World War Il When
Assumption’s second pastor, Father Joseph Griffin, died in
1962, the parish had 900 members; by 1981, the number of
parishioners had dropped to 320. Nine years later,
Assumption counted half that number on its parish rolls.

Ordinarily, the celebration of a parish centennial is a
joyous time, pregnant with hopes for the next 100 years.
For Assumption Parish, that was not to be the case.
A i Daniel M. lein made the painful
decision to keep the church open through its centennial
and then close it in January 1995.

Divita, a longtime westside Catholic, is critical of the
archbishop’s decision, and ps understandably so.
No one in the Indianapolis faith community wants to see
the church of their youth and memory closed, but realities
of priest shortages and demographic shifts to the soybean
suburbs are hard to deny.

(Bill Beck is a member of the Lakeside Writers' Group in
Indianapolis.)
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Vatican asks health care workers
to refuse to honor abortion laws

New guidelines published for
doctors and nurses give church
teachings on medical issues

by John Thavis
Catholic News Service

painkillers, but drugs that cause a patient to lose
consciousness are to be used with great prudence, it said.

® Organ donation is a “service to life,” but not all organs
can be ethically donated—the brain and reproductive organs
should not be transplanted because they assure, respectively,
the personal and procreative identity of a person

Before removing organs for transplant, doctors must make
sure there is a willingness by the donor or an appropriate
In the case of donation from a dead person,

VATICAN CITY—In a document outlining moral guide-
lines for health care workers, the Vatican called on doctors and
nurses to refuse to goalong with laws that allow abortion.

Health care personnel “are obligated to raise of
conscience” to such laws and make clear their “civil but firm
refusal,” said the 122-page document.

Titled, “Charter for Health Care Workers,” the text was
Pprepared by the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Assistance to
Health Care Workers and released at the Vatican Nov. 23. It
quoted extensively from Vatican documents and papal
5 , cataloguing norms and pastoral advice for medical
personnel in dealing with such issues as terminal illness,

and

organ genetic

The )delmes were framed by the principle that, in the
l:hunch's view, all health care must be performed in the service
of life and with full respect for the human person.

The document’s strongest language occurred in the section
on procured abortion, which was described as an ”abommz
ble crime.” Health workers have a “grave moral duty”
refuse to cooperate with laws that allow abortion, it said.

Moreover, the document pointed out that modern methods
of abortion include the use of drugs or other means that
interfere with the implantation of the fertilized egg. The doctor
who is aware of this and prescribes such drugs “cooperates in

ive action,” it said.

It said health care workers have particular obligations
regarding aborted fetuses. If still living, the fetus should
be baptized when possible, it said. When the fetus has
died, it should be treated with respect and, if possible,
given a decent burial. It should not be used for
expenmemalmn or as a source for human organs, it said.

d church gs on a

L R
* Euthanasia was described as a “homicidal act” that is
never justified and with which health workers must never
cooperate. Far from being an act of mercy toward the patient,

euthanasia is an escapist answer to a trying situation, it said.
» Terminal illness calls on doctors and others to help the
patient die with dngmty and presents an occasion for
the patient’s faith. Treatment can include use of

doctors should confirm that the brain has irreversibly ceased
to function before removing organs, the document said.

 Drug and substance abuse requires a preventative and
therapeutic approach. There is no right to abuse drugs,
because human beings do not have the right to inflict damage
on themselves. It said use of alcohol and tobacco in reasonable
quantities is morally licit

| e Genetic manipulation is generally a good thing when
its aim is curative, but illicit when its aim is selective

‘ human breeding. Experiments on embryos must have a
therapeutic goal.

o Natural family planning should be encouraged for
couples who find it necessary to space births. Health care
workers can and should make such methods more accessible.

The document repeated the church’s teaching against
contraceptive birth control.

In general, the document emphasized that health care
workers should not treat their patients as clinical cases but as
human beings. It said ﬂ!ey have a responublhty to update
their p and thei of the
ethical dimensions of modemn medlca] issues.

Salvadoran archbishop dies of heart attack

by Catholic News Service

SAN SALVADOR—Archbishop Arturo Rivera Damas
of San Salvador, a critic of human rights abuses
throughout the country’s 12-year civil war, died Nov. 26
of a heart attack at age 71.

Hospital spokesman Dr. Raul Zeledon said Archbishop
Rivera Damas was rushed to the hospital after a first heart
attack but suffered another attack two hours later and died.

Archbishop Rivera Damas became head of the San
Salvador Archdi after his Arcl
Oscar Romero, was assassinated by a right-wing death
squad as he celebrated Mass on March 24, 1980.

Archbishop Romero was targeted because he had
demanded an end to army human rights atrocities and called
on soldiers to disobey any orders to murder or repress citizens.

His death appalled Salvadorans like no other during
the civil war that killed 75000 people and pushed
Archbishop Rivera Damas into one of the country’s most
politically sensitive jobs for the next decade.

Although less openly combative, Archbishop Rivera
Damas continued his predecessor’s tradition of using his
Sunday homilies to condemn rights abuses by the army,
right-wing death squads and leftist guerrillas of the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front.

During the years when death squads were rampant and
the army effectively ran the country, the sermons were one of
the few open public signs of dissent. In 1990, he accused
“unknown” persons of jamming radio broadcasts of the talks.

One of his latest campaigns, following the end of the war,
was to take on the “dreadful” wave of violent crime which has
erupted in the aftermath of the conflict. He linked the violence
to large numbers of weapons distributed by the wartime

to its civilian suj rs and called on the
post-war administration to take steps to remedy the situation.

Archbishop Rivera Damas was also credited by both rebel
leaders and government officials with playing a key role in

ishing the country toward peace accords in January 1992.
F)unng his long campaign to prumpl Ppeace negotiations he
was accused by each side of favoring the other.

He rediated the first peace talks in 1984 and constantly
pressurud both sides to choose dialogue over war. In 1988 he
pushed for a national debate on peace talks, but the
governirent declined his invitation to participate.

The same year, he released the results of a church
survey that showed “average Salvadorans” believed that
the rebels were more likely to commit rights violations
than was the army.

“His work is immense and all we could say about him
would fall short, but he was the greatest defender of human
rights,” Maria Julia Hernandez, head of the San Salvador
archdiocesan human rights office, said Nov. 26.

The archbishop stood up to threats and pushed for
those who ordered the murder of Archbishop Romero to
be named and brought to justice.

A UN. report on El Salvador’s war crimes concluded in
1993 year that Archbishop Romero’s death was ordered by
Roberto D’Aubuisson, a former army major who founded the
ruling ARENA party and was widely accused of running
death squads that killed thousands of suspected leftists.

When army troops murdered six gmmmem Jesuit
priests in November 1989 during the largest rebel
offensive of the war, Archbishop Rivera Damas once
again led calls for the killers to be named and punished.

On the day of his death, hundreds of Salvadorans
flocked to Sacred Heart Church, where the archbishop
celebrated Sunday Mass up until his death, where his
body was to be taken for a midday Mass.
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Nativity, call (317) 582-7200.

ON SATURDAY,

ST.VINCENT CARMEL HOSPITAL

7:30PM

Performances will be under a heated
tent on the hospital campus. Refreshments

Many homeless will seek warmth and
shelter this winter. This event will help
feed, clothe and find shelter for many poor
and hungry this holiday season. Canned
goods donations are requested, which will
be dispersed to many Hamilton County
agencies through the St.Vincent food
pantry. Financial donations are also
encouraged. These funds will be given to
Horizon House, an organization that

Living Nativity is a reenactment of the
birth of Jesus Christ, and a performance
that will bring the true meaning of
Christmas to vour holiday celebrations,
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