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Archbishop “personified compassion’

In funeral homily, Archbishop O'Meara is eulogized for his love for all people

by Iu’hrn F. Fink

‘I don’t know of any bishop in the
world short of our Holy Father Pope John
Paul 11 (whom Archbishop O'Meara
loved and admired) who personified the
universal love and compassion of our
church more enthusiastically and more
energetically than Archbishop O’Meara.
This is his legacy, his witness to us who
bid him farewell.”

These words were spoken by Bishop
Daniel Buechlein of Memphis during his
homily at the funeral Mass for Arch-
bishop Edward T. O'Meara last Thurs-
day, Jan. 16. Bishop Buechlein is former
president and rector of St. Meinrad
College and School of Theology.

Four cardinals, 37 other archbishops
or bishops, and an archabbot were
present for the funeral. Other bishops
were prevented from attending when
their flights to Indianapolis were canceled
because of frigid and windy weather
conditions.

Cardinals present were Joseph Bernar-
din of Chicago, John O’Connor of New
York, Bernard Law of Boston and James
Hickey of Washington. Archbishop Agos-
tino Cacciavillan, apostolic pro-nuncio to
the United States, was present. The
archabbot was Benedictine Timothy
Sweeney of St. Meinrad Archabbey.

Among the bishops present was Bishop
John Rudin from Tanzania, Africa.

The liturgy for the funeral was par
tally planned by Archbishop O'Meara
imself, who personally asked Cardinal
Bernardin to preside and Bishop
Buechlein to give the homily. The arch-
bishop also decided what he was to wear
The remainder of the liturgy was planned
by the archdiocesan Office of Worship.

During his homily, Bishop Beuchlein
also said, ““I don’t know of a church leader
who was better known in the most remote
corners of the Third World. How he was
loved and admired for his care for the
needs of the poor! He would want me to
say thank you, all of you who are the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis, for allowing
him to continue this unique, international
mission. His worldwide mission was a gift
of the archdiocese as well as his own."’

(Bishop Buechlein’s full homily is on
page 8 of this issue.)

In his remarks at the beginning of the
funeral Mass, Cardinal Bernardin, after
saying that Archbishop O'Meara had
asked him to be celebrant, said, ““I was
moved by Archbishop O’Meara’s great
faith that enabled him to face death with
such peace of mind."’

Archbishop Cacciavillan, the apostolic
pro-nuncio, speaking at the end of the
Mass, said that “‘the Holy Father is present
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in a special way with his sympathy and
prayers for the repose of Archbishop
O’Meara’s soul.”

He said that the pope had “‘sincere
appreciation for Archbishop O'Meara’s
work both for the local church and the
church universal.”’

Archbishop Cacciavillan recalled his
own memories of Archbishop O’Meara. He
first met him, he said, in 1972 in the St
Louis airport where Archbishop O’'Meara
was kind enough to help him find his way
He met him again in Kenya when
Archbishop O’Meara was present at a
meeting of the African bishops. A third
meeting was during the time Archbishop
Cacciavillan was pro-nuncio to India and
Archbishop O’Meara was there on behalf
of Catholic Relief Services.

“I knew well the universal dimension
of Archbishop O’Meara,” Archbishop
Cacciavillan said. “He was a good
minister for the American church.”

Archbishop Cacciavillan also praised
Archbishop O’Meara for ‘‘showing a
great sense of responsibility toward the
archdiocese’’ by writing to the pope and
asking to be allowed to resign as
archbishop because of his illness

However, he noted, Archbishop
O'Meara died while still in office. “‘He
was a wonderful example of dedication
and suffering up to the last moment of
his life,”” Archbishop Cacciavillan said

Those in the sanctuary besides the
cardinals, archbishops and bishops were
Father David Coats, newly-elected arch
diocesan administrator, and members of
the archdiocesan Board of Consultors
The priests of the archdiocese were on
the sides and front of the church

Father Stephen Jarrell
master of ceremonies. Deacon Bill Marks
read the Gospel and Deacons Tony
Hubler and Roger Rudolf assisted Cardi
nal Bernardin. The first two readings
were by Booker Buford and Patricia Peer

Also in the

served as

procession at the start of

the Mass were the members of the

Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, the

leaders of the women religious in th
See ARCHBISHOP, page 8

Bishop Daniel Buechlein delivers the homily during the funeral of Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)

Archbishop resigned
4 months before death

by John F. Fink

Archbishop Edward T. O’'Meara re-
signed as Archbishop of Indianapolis last
September, it was revealed last week
during the events surrounding his funeral.

According to Bishop Gerald A. Gettel-
finger of Evansville, who reported the
resignation during the Vigil Service the
night before the funeral, Archbishop
O’Meara asked Pope John Paul II to allow
his resignation to be effective with the
appointment of a new archbishop. Bishop
Gettelfinger said that the pope accepted
the resignation on that basis. Archbishop
O’'Meara died before a new archbishop
was appointed

After Archbishop Agostino Cacciavillan,
the apostolic pro-nuncio, learned that
Bishop Gettelfinger had reported the
resignation, Archbishop Cacciavillan al-
luded to it during his remarks at the end of
the funeral Mass. He said that Archbishop
O'Meara’s resignation showed his great
sense of responsibility toward the arch
diocese

The practical effect of the resignation is
that it should speed up the process of
appointing Archbishop O’Meara’s succes-
sor. In fact, the process has begun

The Criterion has been told that, at the
time he resigned, Archbishop O’Meara
did not tell any members of his staff, but
that he did tell three of his brother
Bishops Gettelfinger, William
Higi of Lafayette, and Daniel Buechlein of
Memphis.

bishops

However, it was not much later that an
unknown number of priests of the arch

diocese learned about the resignation
because they received a confidential mail
ing from Archbishop Cacciavillan request
ng information and recommendations that

would lead to the appointment of a new
archbishop. Since it was a confidential
document, the priests did not discuss it
among themselves.

The Criterion has not seen the mailing
from the pro-nuncio but has been told that
it solicited names both of those who should
be considered for archbishop of Indi-
anapolis and those who should not be
considered. If so, this is a departure from
the practice of previous pro-nuncios or
apostolic delegates who asked only what
qualities a new archbishop should have but
specifically said that names of individuals
should not be mentioned

See “From the Editor’’ on page 2 for
more about the process for selecting a new
archbishop
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FROM THE EDITOR

The process of selecting an archbishop

by John E. ka

Don'’t let anyone tell you that a pamcu]ar buhup 1s in
line to become the next hbi of I

in Washington, currently Archbishop Agostino Cacci-
avillan (who came to Archbishop O'Meara’s funeral).
He was appointed in 1990. He is the one who sends the
names of episcopal candidates to Rome along with his

Rumor. always start flying when a diocese is open but the
fact is that the appointment of a bishop
or archbishop is a long process,
especially when the archdiocese be-
comes vacant unexpectedly.

The next archbishop also could
come from almost anyplace in the
country. Archbishop O’Meara came

from St. Louis. The present bishop of

Fort Wayne-South Bend came from 4
Boston. The bishop of Gary came from ' ‘
Greensburg, Pa. When he was named

archbishop of Boston, Cardinal Ber-

nard Law was bishop of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, Mo.,
as was inal William Baum when he was named
archbishop of Washington. The present archbishop of
New Orleans came from Philadelphia. Archbishop
Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee was head of the
Benedictines and stationed in Rome.

THE SELEC 1 1UN OF an archbishop is similar to that of
the selection of a bishop, but there are some differences.
Since it's one of only 31 archdioceses, great care is given to
the appointment. Ninety percent of the present archbishops

He actually sends a list of three candidates,
or a ternus, listed in order of his preference, and a great
deal of documentation. But before he does this, he
consults with other people.

In the case of Indianapolis, we now know that this
consultation bzgan back in October after Archbishop
O’Meara submitted his resi Arch-
bishop Cacciavillan wrote to an unknuwn number of
priests of the archdiocese asking about the needs of the
archdiocese as well as the names of possible candidates.

WHEN ARCHBISHOP JEAN Jadot was apostolic

delegate (before we had a pro-nuncio), he consulted aIl the
when an arch p was to

successor, Archbishop Pio Lag}u consulted some. Last
week I asked some of the archbishops who attended
Archbishop O’Meara’s funeral (those I felt I know well
enough to ask) if they have yet been consulted about
Indianapolis and they all replied in the negative. The

seriously. I've been told by those in New York who should
know that he flies to Rome for the meetings of the
congregation on the third Thursday of every month.

By all accounts the (ongreganon of Bishops works Vexy
hard and very consc ly, carefully
discussing every candidate submitted to it Usuallv about
15 cardinals attend the meetings. They finish their
meetings by voting for the candidates under considera-
tion. They follow the recommendation of the pro-nuncio
about 80 to 90 percent of the time.

The final step is the meeting between the urefect of the
Congregation of Bishops with the pope. After hearing the
recommendations and being briefe? on dissenting
opinions, the pope is reported to make his decision
immediately about 95 percent of the time

WHAT KIND OF A person is this process meant to
uncover? That question might best be answered by
looking at the confidential questionnaire that is sent to
individuals who know a priest or bishop under

This multi-p contains 14
items and elicits deta:led information. It also has a
wammg in bold capital letters that the name of the person

pro-nuncio also consults the National Ct of

is a secret and “any violation of this

Catholic Bishaps.

secret not oﬂly constitutes a grave fault, but is also a cnme

Some archbishops have always been more i
than others, going back at least to Cardinal Francis
Spellman of New York. During the 1950s it was Bishop
Edward Hoban of Cleveland. Later it was Cardinal John
Krol of Phlhdelphla Archbishop Jadot listened to Cardinal

It is, of course, the poipe who makes the appointment.
But many others are involved in appointments before they
reach the pope. The main actors are the pro-nuncioand the
Congregation of Bishops.

The pro-nuncio is the papal representative who lives

Joseph B« Laghi paid most attention
to Cardmals John 0 Connor of New York Bernard Law of
Boston, and James Hickey of Washington.

Today the most influential American when it comes to
naming archbishops is Cardinal O’Connor. But it's not just
because he is archbishop of New York. He is also a
member of the Congregation of Bishops at the Vatican.
And he takes his responsibilities in that position very

P ith a g ical penalty.”

Among the items the questionnaire asks momawn
about are al behavior,
discipline, leadership qua]mes, and administrative slum
It asks about the man’s “‘adherence with conviction and
loyalty to the doctrine and magisterium of the church. In
particular, the attitude of the candidate . . . on the
ministerial priesthood, on the priestly ordination of
women, on the sacrament of matrimony, on sexual ethics,
and on social justice.” It asks about the candidate’s
“‘esteem for and acceptance of priestly celibacy.”

The process of finding the right man usually takes from
six to eight months.

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY
We must continue planning for the future

by John F. Fink

Until a new archbishop is appointed,
installed, and has a chance to get to know
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis and its
problems, there is a natural tendency to
wonder about the future. Who will succeed
Edward T. O'Meara? Will he want to
change some of the things Archbishop
O’Meara did? What should we be doing in
the meantime? Must everything come to a
stop until we get a new archbishop?

Some things did stop, at least tempor-

future parish staffing, was
that Archbishop O’Meara dxed

arily.Canon law was for that.
For example, canon 501.. 2 says that ““when
the see is vacant the Council of Priests
ceases and its functions are fulfilled by the
Board of Consultors.”” And canon 513.2
says that “when the sce is vacant the
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council ceases to
exist.”” Both of these bodies have been very
active in planning for the future of the
archdiocese.

One of the creature: of the Council of
Priests, the committee that is planning

Scholarship program at Ritter
to memorialize Archbp. O’Meara

Officials at Cardinal Ritter High School
in Indianapolis have announced the forma-
tion of the Archbishop Edward T. O'Meara
Memorial Scholarship

Awards of $1,. 2(!) each (5100 for each
year the archbishop headed the archdio-
cese) will be awarded to pupils in West
Deanery elementary schools. The awards
will be spread over a four-year period for
pupils beginning their freshman year at
Ritter, and over a six-year period for pupils
beginning their education in Ritter’s junior
high program.

According to Ritter president, Father

Joseph Schaedel, the scholarship awards
were instituted for three main purposes:
to honor Archbishop O'Meara, who was
ordained to the priesthood by Cardinal
Joseph Ritter, for whom the school is
named; to promote the late archbishop’s
goal that all Catholic children in the

‘chdiocese be given the opportunity to
atierd a Catholic school; and to honor
pupits from the Indianapolis West Dean-
ery who follow Archbishop O'Meara’s
example in showing love and compassion
for the poor and distressed, as demon-
strated by his work with the Society for
the P ion of the Faith and Catholic
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Relief Services.

Candidates should have shown com-
passion and helpfulness to peers, school
and community, and been active in class
mission projects. “Financial need and
academic achievement could also be factors
in the award,”” Father Schaedel said, “"but
the spirit of concern for their peers and the
world at large will be the main determina-
tion in making the awards.”

Elementary school principals are asked
to submit candidates’ names by Feb. 13,
the anniversary date of Archbishop
O’Meara’s ordination to the episcopacy
Awards will be announced each year on
March 3, the date marking the anniver
sary of O'Meara’s founding of the
archdiocesan Pro-Life Office

Seed money for the scholarship pro-
gram was donated anonymously to Ritter
in horor of the late archbishop. Others
wishing to make contributions to the
O’Meara Scholarship Fund may do so by
contacting the Cardinal Ritter High School
development office at 317-924-4333

The meeting did not complete its work.

This doesn’t mean, though, that every-
thing must come to a halt until e have a
new archbishop. Father David Coats,
ar

various bodies. It's wise to have various
options available to him.

Archbishop O’Meara himself was intent
on gemngsﬂle archdiocese ready for.the
next archbishop. He said often that he did
not want the next archbishop to have to
““manage by crisis’’ as he often did.

That's why a year ago he hired an
outside consulting firm to make a manage-
ment audit of the way the archdiocese is
operating. That study hl’ncusm on three

his intention to re-establish all coumils and
i in the same i
before Archbishop O'Meara’s death. They
will, therefore, be able to continue their
planning for the future.

Some things will not be able to be done
until there’s a new archbishop. Canon 428
says very specifically, ‘“When the see is
vacant there are to be no inncvations.”
Actual changes, therefore, will have to wait
for the next archbishop.

However, we must not stop planning
for the future. Whoever the next arch-
bishop is, he will have to face the problems
that currently are being addressed by the

tration, lotal Catholic edumhon, and the
urban parishes.

It’s vital that this study be continued,
recof g that specific
tions won't be able to be put into dfect
immediately.

Likewise, now. bemg
done by the Archdioceunmgutonl Coun-
cil and the committees of the Council of
Priests must be continued.

We could have a new archbishop five
to eight months from now. In the
meantime, we must get things ready so
he will be in a position to make decisions

as soon as possible after he arrives.

Msgr. Cornelius B. Sweeney,
former vicar general, dies at 78

Msgr. Cornelius B. Sweeney, former
vicar general and chancellor of the Arch-
diocese of lndwnapolm dned Jan. 20 at St.
A tis Home in His
funeral was Jan. 23 in SS. Peter & Paul
Cathedral. Burial was in the priest circle of
Calvary Cemetery

Msgr. Sweeney was born in
Indianapolis. He was ordained by then-
Bishop Joseph E. Ritter in 1937. Before his
retirement in 1983 he had been Pro-Syno-
dal Judge of the Metropolian Tribunal
since 1976

Msgr. Sweeney founded St. James the
Greater Parish in Indianapolis, and was
pastor or administrator of St. John, St
Joan of Arc and SS. Peter and Paul
Cathedral in Indianapolis

Msgr. Sweeney was named a Papal
Chamberlain in 1958 and a Domestic
Prelate in 1963. In 1979 he was on the
official committee welcoming Pope John
Paul Il on a visit to the Bahamas

During the 1960s, Msgr. Sweeney was
influential in convincing Archbishop Paul
C. Schulte to allow the capital fundraising
campaign for the new St. Augustine’s
Home to be conducted in archdiocesan
parishes. He also served on the boards of
the Catholic Information Center, the
Indiana Interreligious Commission on

]
|
i

Msgr. Cornelius B. Sweeney

Human Equality, and HOME (Housmg
es Multipli cally).
Ms r. Sweeney is survwed by two
brmhers Father Paul V., pastor of St. Mary
of the Knobs parish in Floyds Knobs, and
William P.; a sister, Mary Ellen Haggerty;
and nieces and nephews.
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Archbishop O’Meara i eulogized, remembered

—

by John F. Fink

Both the Evening Prayer for priests and
the Vigil Service the evening prior to
Archbishop O‘Meara’s funeral provided
opportunities for eulogies and remem
brances by the archbishop’s friends

Tributes and memories ranged from the
serious and sentimental to the humorous as
those closest to him remembered the
archbishop’s character and personality

During his remembrance at the end of
the Vigil Service, Bishop Gerald Gettel-
finger revealed for the first time that
Archbishop O'Meara had resigned as |
Archbishop of Indianapolis last September,
the resignation to be effective when a new |
archbishop was appointed. Bishop Gettel
finger used this, as well as the archbishop’s
resignation as chairman of Catholic Relief
Services, as examples of Archbishop
O’Meara’s courage.

During the same service, Suzanne
Magnant, archdiocesan chancellor, spoke
movingly about the archbishop’s final
days, as he prayed fervently for death.
“‘Release me, Lord,” he prayed. Magnant
said that the archbishop insisted that no
e{(u?ordinary means be used to preserve the commercials, Magnant said, and she
his revealed (after raising her eyes and
praying, ‘‘Forgive me, Archbishop”’) that
his favorite was the beer commercial with
the message, “It never gets any better
than this.””

“In fact,”” Magnant said, ‘‘his favorite
was the Swedish Bikini Team commer-
cial. But he said to me, ‘Suzanne, notice
what they’re wearing on their feet.” I said,
‘Archbishop, I'm sure you're the only
man in America who has ever noticed

life.

““Atthe end, he could do little more than
hold my hand and squeeze it, which he did
often,”” Magnant revealed.

©On the less serious side, Magnant told
how Archbishop O’Meara had tried to
make her a baseball fan. Once during the
early stages of his days in the hospital, she
said, she arrived with work to be done
while a baseball game was on television.
The archbishop told her to pull up a chair to
watch the game. ““The game turned out to what the Swedish Bikini Team is wearing
be 14 innings,” she said. on their feet.” **

Archbishop O’Meara also watched all * In his remarks, Bishop Gettelfinger also

SAYING GOODBYE—People lined up to pay their last respects to the archbishop last
Wednesday and Thursday. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)

Leaders of other religions recall
archbishop’s spirit of ecumenism

always grateful. His personal ecumenism
was a model for all of us.”

Bishop Jones said, ““He genuinely
wanted to reach out and share his life.””

“‘I am grateful for his friendship and his
ministry,”” Bishop Jones said. *“Archbishop
O’Meara has left a legacy for all of us—to
recognize how important it is to know one
another and to work together

‘He has left behind a strong diocese.”
Bishop Jones said that someone will be
fortunate to come to the archdiocese. ‘“There
is a good foundation here on which to build

He said that the Episcopalian commun
ity celebrated Eucharist at its Cathedral in
memory of Atchbishop O’Meara

The archdiocese received this message
from Jill M. Hudson, executive presbyter in
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A\)

On behalf of the 28,000 communicant
members of the Presbytery of Whitewater
Valley, I wish to express our deepest

Speakers at the wake and funeral of
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara acknow!-
edged his great sense of ecumenism. Father
Thomas J. Murphy, director and interfaith
officer for the Office of Ecumenism said
that the archbishop and Methodist Bishop
Leroy Hodapp *‘were very instrumental in
the revival of [ICHE (Indiana Interreligious
Commission on Human Equality).”’

Bishop Hodapp: “‘Ed O'Meara was a
loving, gentle, and committed follower of
Jesus Christ. As a faithful son of the church,
he served his beloved Catholic community
with strength, dignity and joy—while at the
same time always respecting the integrity
of those with other faith commitments.

““To have known him, and to have
been counted ashis friend, was to have
one’s life enriched and strengthened in
the faith. His absence will leave a void
within the body of Christ in central
Indiana, as well as around the world, but
the memory of his presence will continue
to witness to the power of the Gospel

“His personal experience forever will

Edward T. O’Meara. Archbishop O’Meara
was an outstanding leader in the Indi

testify to the words of the apostle anapolis religious community and a friend
‘Whether I live, or whether I die, I'm the | to many. We join with others in the
Lord’s.’ ** Bishop Hodapp wrote ecumenical community to honor his

Bishop Edward W. Jones of the Episco memory and mourn his passing. May

pal Diocese said, “'He was a dear friend

God'’s richest blessing and support be with
one for Whose ecumenical spirit I was -

you dunr.iv this sad time.

sympathy at the death of Archbishop,,

PRAYER—The priests and religious are joined by faithful of the archdiocese at the Evening
Prayer service at the cathedral Jan. 15. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)

told those at the service that the letter
Archbishop O'Meara wrote in the Oct. 4
issue of The Criterion was actually his
farewell message to the people of the
archdiocese. “When I told him that, he
said, ‘You caught that, huh? " Bishop
Gettelfinger said.

In that letter, Archbishop O'Meara gave
details about his health problems and
ended it, “It is my privilege now, and has
been my privilege for almost 12 years, to be
your servant bishop. "’

Others who offered remembrances dur-
ing the Vigil Service were Bishop William
McCormack, who succeeded Archbishop
O’Meara as national director of the Socicty
for the Propagation of the Faith; Lawrence
Pezzullo, executive director of Catholic
Relief Services; Msgr. Salvatore Polizi, a
close friend from St. Louis; and Bob
Christie Jr., one of Archbishop O'Meara’s
nephews.

Priests of the archdiocese who offered
eulogies during the Evening Prayer serv

ices were Msgr. Francis Tuohy and

Fathers David Coats, Paul Koetter and
Martin Peter
Msgr. Polizi succeeded Archbishop

O'Meara as pastor of an Italian parish in St
Louis. A frequent traveler with the
archbishop, Msgr. Polizi described the love
the archbishop showed for his relatives in
Ireland, and their love for him. He
introduced three of the archbishop’s

relatives, all women, who traveled from
Ireland for the funeral.

Msgr. Polizi also told about the arch-
bishop’s enthusiasm for Irish soccer and
talked about a particular match between
the team from Tipperary, where the

archbishop's relatives live, and a team from
Cork. The archbishop cheered, ““Go Tip!"’
while waving Tipperary’s colors, the
monsignor said

Bishop McCormack told about the
archbishop’s love for the missions while
he was director of the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith. He also quoted
from the homily that Archbishop
O'Meara gave during the funeral of
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

Msgr. Tuohy, during his eulogy at
Evening Prayers, also quoted from Arch-
bishop O'Meara’s homily at Arc hbishop
Sheen’s funeral and showed how every-
thing that Archbishop O’Meara said
about Archbishop Sheen also applied to
Archbishop O'Meara

Lawrence Pezzullo told those at the
Vigil Service about trips he had taken
with Archbishop O’Meara on behalf of
Catholic Relief Services. In particular he
described a trip in a small single-engine
plane. When the seat belt wouldn't fit
around the archbishop, Pezzullo re-
ported, the pilot had to get a rope to tie
him in. Pezzullo said the archbishop
chuckled about the incident throughout
the trip.

Pezzullo said that the poor in Third
World countries held Archbishop O’Meara
in great esteem because of the work he
performed on behalf of CRS.

In his homily during the Vigil Service,
Bishop William Higi of Lafayette noted
that he and Archbishop O’Meara were in
the same episcopal support group. “’It
was in the context of that group that I
was able to look beyond the wit and
charm of Ed O'Meara . . . to see a man of
deep faith whose compulsion was to
serve the laity, religious and clergy of the
archdiocese to the best of his ability,” the
bishop said

Bishop Higi said that, when the good
of the church demanded action, Arch-
bishop O’Meara struggled to do wha
had to be done wiith firmness but great
sensitivity

"Of late the archbishop declared that he
felt very good about the church of
Indianapolis.”” Bishop Higi said. "“Things
he felt, had fallen into place. It was not that
he saw himself as the best of bishops or that
the presbyterate was perfect or the laity the
best in the world. Rather it was in working
together (archbishop, priests, religious and
laity) he discerned the Holy Spirit present
here in the archdiocese.”

Calling himself “an ecclesiastical son of
Edward O’Meara,” Bishop Higi described
the archbishop as ““a great churchman, a
Eenemus and sensitive priest, a man of

ope, wit and charm, and a true friend
whose faith, dedication and sense of
service will continue to inspire as we (now
deprived of the Lghhl he radiated) struggle
to serve the church of Jesus Christ he and
we love deeply.”

CELEBRANTS—Cardinals, archbishops, bishops, priests and deacons sing during the

funeral Mass. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)

Archbishop is memorialized

by Ann Wadelton

O'Meara was
General

Archbishop Edward T
memorialized in the Indiana
Assembly on the day of his funeral

The concurrent resolution read

Whereas, Archbishop O'Meara was a
man with an enthusiasm for life, his work
and the people he served. He will be
greatly missed and long be remembered
with love and respect by those who knew

him or knew of his priestly service;
therefore:

“‘Be it resolved by the members of the
Senate and the House, that:

‘We deeply mourn the passing of
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara, who died
on Friday, Jan. 10, 1992; and

“'That Archbishop M’Meara will long be
remembered by those he knew and served
with fond hearts and minds.

Senator Jean Leising and Representative
John Day sponsored the resolution
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THE BOTTOM LINE

Meaning of life must
finally embrace death

by Antoinette Bosco

Not long ago when I saw that a television
program was going to be aired with the title
““The Meaning of Life,”
1 got curious. With a
title that pretentious, 1
wondered what the
producers were going
to come up with. 1
suspected it would be
either heavy-duty
sugar and spice or
weighty coals and
ashes. ‘

Actually, 1 was
pleasantly surprised. When I saw that
program began with George Burns,

the
that

wonderful, venerable star whose sense of
humor has been so beautifully mellowed in
his 95 years, I got interested. The producers
were honest enough to temper the preten-
tiousness of their title with humor.

I also was surprised by the man-on-
the-street approach, which included
some celebrities. Those who were inter-
viewed seemed universally optimistic.
No one said life rots. And I recall only
one who pulled a blank on the question.
He was a teen-ager who maintained that
“no one knows the meaning of life.””

Almost all those interviewed had opin-
ions that fell into a pattern. The meaning of
life, they said, was to do something good
for others; to do something in this life that
would make the world a better place; to do

hing good that would live on after
they were gone

Interestingly, the program made me
realize how strongly 1 believe that God made
me, in the words of the catechism, “'to know
him, to love him in this world so as to be
happy with him forever in the next.”” All that
1s missing there is the three-letter word
“how’’? How can we ‘’know, love and serve
God?"’ That's the crucial question.

The television program was fine as far as
it went, and yes, the meaning of life does
encompass what the people said. But that
is not enough. For the meaning of life is
ultimately to embrace death, so as to be one
with the God who made us. That is a
personal and complex challenge.

For days after that program, I meditated

n how I would capsulize the meaning of
uie if 1 were asked. Finally, 1 realized
someone had answered the question for
me centuries ago. He was St. Francis and
his prayer is well known:

““Make me, O Lord, an instrument of
your peace. Where there is hatred, let me
sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there
is despair, hope; where there is darkness,
light; and where there is sadness, joy. O
divine master, grant that I may not so

transcend the smallness of self, so as
bring the bigness of God to this earth.
Thinking of the answers given by
people interviewed for that TV program,
recalled that most of them were, in a

to be

much seek to be consoled as to console, saying the same thing St. Francis said. I l
d d as to und d, to be d and optimistic that so man]

loved as to love. For it is in giving that we people seemed to be verbalizing that ver

receive; it is in pardoning that we are belief, even if not in those same words. '

pardoned; and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen."”
That is the meaning of life—to be able to

““The Meaning of Life.” A
itle, but good television because it had yos
inking. That' i with a bonus

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
Catholics have special, unique

by Dale Francis

l

1 know a couple, reared from
d in a parish that had the same

I know something about parishes by
experience. Since I came back from the
the

Mariannas Islands in Pacific in
January 1946 and re-
turned to civilian life
as the Catholic I'd
become while in serv-
ice, I've been a mem- =
ber of 16 parishes in
Ohio, Indiana. North
Carolina, Texas and
Cuba, in 12 different
cities. I've been a
member of two par-
ishes just being organ-
ized, served on four parish councils. I
know parishes.

A parish is like a family. If you are a
Catholic, the parich is where you are a
Catholic. If you are reared in a parish,
never know another parish until you are
older, you can get too tied up in a parish. I
know afellow who, when his sister married
a fellow from a pafish across town,
considered his sister to be in a mixed

|
|

|

pastor for 40 years, were surprised when

‘moved to another city. They said they
had thought the church was exactly the
way it was in their old monsignor’s parish.

These are examples of exaggerated
attachment to a parish but, for almost
everyone, Catholics have a special feeling
for their parishes. We've been in our
present parish for longer than we've been
in any parish before. There is a special
feeling you have for a parish in which
you've lived for many years. There are
children you remember who now have
children of their own. There are old
friends who have passed on but you
remember where they sat and knelt.
When I go to Communion [ pass by the
place where our son Guy’s body rested
the day of his funeral and the place
where Margaret’s mother’s body rested
at her last Mass and I have a strong sense
of their presence.

Every &arish has something unique, like
the way the Eeo le go to Communion, in
our parish the line begins with the side
pews, going back, coming down the

attachments to

middle aisle. Parishes sing some songs
better than others. In your own parish, you
have the sense of being home, of being
with family. A parish takes on an existence
of its own.

I'm not saying this is the way it should
logical di ions that

their parishes

writing this because 1 think there s
something parishes are going to need '3
think about.
We do have the sense of family in o1 =
parishes. It should show itself in carin ;. |
It is difficult to know the present extent
ic difficulties or know what te

be. I've heard th

take away from the of a

of more serious difficult :s

parish. I'm saying this is the way it is.
I've heard those who said a parish does
not exist when it does not have a pastor.
I'm saying a parish, waiting for appoint-
ment of a pastor, has the sense of being
the same parish it has always been. We
got a new pastor who observed the traffic
jam after Mass and worked out a new
way of parking that he felt handled the
situation better. He ann new
traffic pattern for parking at Mass, put it
in the bulletin, explained it carefully. I
heard no complaints but next Sunday
people parked exactly as they had been
parking. He never mentioned his plan
again.

I'm talking about parishes as I've
observed them, the way it is, and things
generally work out well and the people get
along well, serve the church well. But I'm

are. But if there are probleins, and may e
greater problems, the parish fam ly
should prepare to take care of those n
need. There is a need for parish co
mittees that monitor wiced and provice
help for that need.

We should organize our members i o
special skills for hel find »
manage debts. We should ask the e
to give to build up :l&anuh y
fund so that no one will be without he t
in cold, without medical care in ilines: .
without food when hungry. We don t
have to provide all needs but we shout *
be organized to direct members of ow
family to sources of help.

Apnrisl\h,inlvery:ul:eme,i
family. Let us, if economnic diffi ;
come, move together to help each othes
in our parish families. .

't HE HUMAN SIDE

Could it be that society needs a crash course in the

by Fr. Eugene Hemrick

How many times have news reports in
recent years told us about people in high
and not-so-high places who have clouded,
twisted, falsified and b2
trampled upon the
truth?

One possible result
of such reports is that
people become mis-
trustful. Do you find it
difficult to believe much
that you hear?

Maybe society
needs a crash course in
the virtue of truth

Lesson 1. The relations of people to each
other, social institutions, government—all
that we call civilization, our work and
progress—depend on a respect for truth

Lesson 2: To assure truth in family life or
at work, an instinct needs to be developed

that

that truth must be told it should

become second nature

No doubt

ation

situ

makes good sense. For, to destroy a
business all that is required is to infest it
with unethical people who espouse
Machiavellianism—the belief that deceitful-
ness and duplicity are acceptable means to
earning a dollar.

Lesson 3: Truth means we should say

WERE SO 1
(OVERCROWDED WE
ONLY ACCEPT MURDERERS |
AND THOSE ARRESTED |

what is so, as we see and understand it,
and should express what is in our mind.
Our facial expression, gestures and above
all our words must be unmasked. In Italian
there is a phrase, “‘siamo d’accordo,” which
aptly defines truth: *‘We are in accord.”

Lesson 4: Truth has a mysterious side.
Some are convinced they are telling the
truth, only to admit later that they really
didn’t know exactly what the truth was
in a particular case: They didn’t realize
how much they didn’t know.

Philosophers, of course, tell us that pure
truth exists only in heaven.

Lesson 5: Thei2 are people who are
truthful by nature, but who sometimes
do more damage than good in telling the
truth. Truth telling must be accompanied
by tact and kindness. You can’t immedi-
ately say what is on your mind in every
situation. It must be weighed to learn
how it will affect another person. Truth
must always be spoken in love, St. Paul
would tell us

Truth possesses a beautiful, mysteri-
yus power. When we respect not only
truth itself, but those to whom we convey
it, bonds of solidarity and trust
formed

are

ruth is told, you have
g community
manipulation

Thus, where the
the foundation for a
b d not «

on

virtue of truth? |

“w

If the truth is to be told, however, itcan't
be taken for granted. Whenever we
someone caught in a lie that destroys
career, we wonder where he or she first
went wrong. Why would anyone choose a
path of falsehood over truth?

What do we need to do to instill an

l -~
| — |
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He said, ‘I won’t |
forget you, Karen’ |

The Most Rev. Edward T. O'Meara, |
Archbishop of Indianapolis, was a very |
warm and loving person. He said I was |
his friend. He told me he loved me. |
When he gave me Communion he called
me by name.

I shall never forget the day we first
met. He came to the senior citizens’ Mass
at Little Flower Church, Indianapolis, on
April 8, 1980. I came out of the church
after Mass. A priest in a black cassock
with a short cape was coming down the
rectory steps a short distance away. I
looked up at his face and saw that he was
no ordinary priest. This was the arch-
bishop!

I said, “Oh my goodness!” and put my
hand over my mouth in surprise.

*“Would you like to come over here and
tell me your name, please?”’

I rushed over to him saying, ““Oh my
goodness! I don’t know what to do.” |
took hold of his extended hand. I bowed
my head. “Am I supposed to kiss your
hand?"

““Why don’t you just look up, smile, and
say, ‘Good morning’?"”

Ilooked up at his smiling face which was
so full of lgve and happiness. “Good

morning.

““And now, 1'd really like to know your
name, please.”

“’Karen Alger.”’

We small-talked briefly. We walked
together briefly and stopped. He placed
his hand on both my shoulders affection-
ately.

““Oh my goodness!” I said. I felt so ves
happy am{ lgved. i

*“Oh my goodness!”” he echoed tenderly. |

I was so overcome with a powerful
love for him and for God that I placed my |
head over his heart and gave him a holy I

|

embrace.

We walked holding hands to the
parking lot. He said, “What is your name
again, please?’”

“Karen Alger.”” Then I spelled it:
“A-L-G-E-R.”"

He walked away to the big black car

where Msgr. Francis Tuohy was waiting for
him. Suddenly, Archbishop O’Meara
turned around ‘and said to me, I won't
forget you, Karen.””

And he did not forget me. I saw him
on several occasions after that incident
He always recognized me and remem-
bered my name

1 am sure he has not forgotten me now
that he is in heaven.

I'feel his loving presence with me.

Karen Alger
Indianapolis

A very spiritual
and pastoral man

It was with great sadness that I learned
of the death of Archbishop Edward T.
O’Meara. Having been a student at St.
Meinrad Seminary from 1989 to 1991, I had
a number of opportunities to witness the
archbishop preside at various ceremonies. [
even had the privil ;ic of sharing a private

ion with the archbishop and a
fellow Pittsburgh seminarian.

In all of these situations I saw a very
spiritual and pastoral man who has
greatly influenced my future life of
ministry. I have often shared with family
and friends here in Pittsburgh how much
the archbishop, with his very gentle
manner, reminded me more of a grand-
father than a bishop. I shall greatly miss
such a fine, pastoral man.

1 have offered a prayer not only for the
archbishop, but also for the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis in hope that the new-born
Christ welcome the archbishop home and
send the Holy Spirit to guide those
selecting a successor to choose one who can
equal the loving, pastoral qualities of
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara.

James R. Gretz

Pittsburgh, Pa.
Reactions to some
recent Criterions

My purpose in writing is threefold:
1. The Christmas issue of The Criterion

LIGHT ONE CANDLE
Interviewing

by Fr. John Catoir
Director, The Christophers

This is the second in a series of columns
I'm doing in honor of the Christopher’s
40th i y of weekly televisi
broadcasting.

We are
having one of the
runs in TV his-
During my 14 years
as the host of our
program, which is
called  Christopher
Closeup, I've enjoyed

Jane Pauley
vided one of the more memorable visits.
It's always fun putting a professional
interviewer i the hot seat, where they
have to answer questions instead of
asking them.

She explained, when I asked her, how
she landed her job on the Today show: “'I
started in TV right out of college and
people didn’t take me terribly seriously; |
was a nobody from Indianapolis. But
eventually I managed to get a job doing
on-camera work in Chicago. It was from
there that NBC in New York called me to
do the Today show."”

Fr. C.: “Tell us about the time the Today
Show visited the Vatican

Pauley: ““It was a wonderful experience
I remember as we were waiting for the
pope to arrive very early in the morning, |
they showed us the Sistine Chapel. I was |
raised a Protestant, my executive producer |
is Jewish. Willard Scott is a Southern |

Jane Pauley

Baptist, and Bryant Gumble is a Catholic, in
fact he was an altar boy. But the diversity
we represented vanished when we found
ourselves in the presence of a great man
like the pope.

““The day before, Bryant had told me he
was taking some pictures of his children
with him for the pope to bless. Before
leaving in the moming, not knowing
exactly what the tradition was, I decided to
put a picture of my twins in my
pocketbo. That morning Pope John Paul
Il celebrated Miass for us and afterwards he
greeted each of us individually. When he
comes by he holds your hand and looks
into your eyes and for that split second he’s
totally with you. I'm usually pretty cool,
calm and collected. I wasn’t even nervous
at my own wedding. But that morning, my
knees buckled. I just didn’t have the
courage to show him the picture. It didn’t
seem to be the right time.”

Fr. C: ““Oh, that’s too bad.”

Pauley: ““Luckily we had a second
meeting later in the trip. I knew I wouldn't
get another chance, so I held the picture of
my children in my hand and trembled. At
that point. I can tell you I was not Jane
Pauley of NBC News and I wasn't aware of
a camera anywhere. I was just a nervous
mother

“The pope smiled and blessed the picture
of my twins. I was profoundly grateful.”

One of the things we try to do on
Christopher Closeup is reach out to people of
all faiths and people of no particular faith
Jane Pauley helped us to achieve that goal

(For a free copy of the Chnistopher News
Note, “Television and You,"" send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to The Christophers 12
E. 48 St., New York, N.Y. 10017.)

(Dec. 20) was deeply touching. T am
grateful to all those who shared their
Christmas memories and Christmas sto
ries and to The Criterion for printing them
Reading each person’s remembrances not
only gave me that warm, tingly feeling
that is Ciristmas, but also reinforced my
faith that God enters our lives daily, not
just as the Christ Child on Christmas

2. Your New Year's issue (Jan. 3) was
equally inspiring and upbeat. As I turned
each page, 1 found myself getting my
priorities refocused and resolving to
make 1992 count. Father John Catoir's
column urged us to claim happiness as
our birthright; Cynthia Dewes reminded
us of the good life through great
expectations; John Fink pointed out the
progress toward peace; even James Ar-
nold’s movie review was positive. Thank
you for spreading the ““Good News."’

3. Finally, I cannot contain my reaction
to Dale Francis’ column on the presiden-
tial election year (Jan. 3 issue). I found a
kindred spirit in Mr. Francis. I do not
believe in single issue voting EXCEPT in
the case of abortion. Just like Mr. Francis
stated, “‘When the candidate favors
abortion, nothing else the candidate may
say can influence me.” I often write
candidates and assure them that they
have my vote (or do not have my vote)
solely because of their stand on abortion
and respect for life. Until every one of us
withdraws our sup and our votes—
one by one—we will not be heard by the
politicians. And the babies will continue
to die. Make a difference with your votes
in 1992.

Patricia A. Annee
New Palestine

The ‘Faker Maker’
goes to eternal life

On Jan. 8 Benedictine Brother Colum-
ban O’Brien passed through death to
eternal life in Jesus Christ.

A Benedictine monk of St. Meinrad

Indianapolis

Archabbey in southern Indiana, Brother
Columban devoted much of his life to
promoting a deeper understanding and
affection for the tradition and spirituality of
the icon. He encouraged a more central role
for the sacred images in the spiritual lives
and liturgies of Catholics and all Christians

He did this through his Icon Shop
(where his rock-bottom prices for mounted
icon prints earned him the nickname
“‘Faker Maker”” and guaranteed that visi-
tors would leave with one or two or three
or ...); through his involvement with
exhibitions of icons in Evansville and
Owensboro; through conservation of old
icons (a particularly joyful activity); and
through contributions to the Sacred Art
Journal

Although his icon activities were not a
part of the educational program of the
seminary operated by the monks of St
Meinrad, they served an important
educational and ecumenical service that
complemented the formal training of
future Roman Catholic priests. They
provided an insight into the spiritual,
liturgical, theological, and artistic treas-
ures of Eastern Christianity. Will the
archabbey in some way continue the
work to which Brother Columban
devoted so much love, prayer and work?

For me, he was a friend, spiritual
guide, and teacher who inspired my love
of icons, Eastern Christianity and St.
Meinrad Archabbey; and my optimism
(despite current difficulties) for recon-
ciliation between the Catholic and Or-
thodox churches.

What is the meaning of life? Perhaps,
there is no succinct answer; but I shall miss
him.

May he be remembered as a good son
of St. Benedict, for his good humor, for
his efforts to restore the icon to a
venerable position in modern Catholic
spirituality, and for being the person that
got me on track in life and faith.

For Columban and St. Meinrad Archab-
bey, with love and gratitude.

Michael Perigo

The popular series of articles in the Criterion
on the history of the Catholic Church
is now available in book form.
From the beginnings of the Catholic Church in the first century through
the Vatican Council in the 20th century, Criterion Editor John F. Fink

telis what Catholics should know about the history of their church. Good
popes and bad ones, saints and sinners, Reformations and schisms —

they are all present in this book.

=)

ONLY
$995

(plus $1.00 postage
and handling)

Name

Address

To: The Criterion

P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206
| enclose my check for $10.95 ($9.95+ $1.00 postage
and handling) for the book “Moments In Catholic History. "
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Made any decisions today?

by Cynthia Dewes

‘* Have you made a decision today?’

If there isn’t a bumper sticker that says
that, there certainly ought to be.

Remember decision-
making? It was some-
thing that made Harry
Truman a political folk
hero. He wasn't always
right, but by God, he
made decisions!

Decisions are not in
fashion these days.
After all, they follow
commitments, which
lead to actions, which .
lead to consequences, all pretty sca
stuff in these waffling times of back.siz
covering.

Think of poor President Carter. He
decided to try to free the hostages with a
helicopter raid (a noble idea), and when it
failed in the desert he looked foolish and
incompetent.

On the other hand, the most decisive
guys in recent history—Saddam Hussein,
Ayatollah Khomeini, Freddy “’Nightmare
on Elm Street”” Krueger—are not exactly
the role models we would choose to
imitate in order to live a good life.

We used to come out of the womb
making decisions: to eat what Mom put
in front of us, to do what Sister Agrippa

said, to wash behind our ears without
griping. OR ELSE.

As we grew older, we decided to do
our homework or be nice to our snotty
baby sister or to write Grandma a note,
just because it seemed like the right thing
to do. We acted out of conviction and
love, not fear.

Because we were committed to certain
values, decisions followed. And the
i i i to a

bitter end.

It’s true that some people got stuck in
dead-end careers, or married the ‘‘wrong’’
person. Bad decisions were (are) always a
possibility. But commitment often took on
a righteousness of its own, giving moral
support to uncomfortable situations.

Those were the days of “‘offering up’’
our trials, of “‘bearing our crosses.”’ In a
time when instant gratification is a way of
lifc, such ideas seem impossible, if not
downright wrong.

Nevertheless, the attitude of trying to do
the best thing, hoping for happiness, and
sticking it out if things didn’t turn out quite
the way we wanted, led to a satisfactory
conclusion more often than not. People
came to the end of their lives and felt
comfortable with how they had lived them.

There is no wa) le can make
responsible dxh{u’(m n't believe
in anything. To urge them to “/just say no”
to drugs or promiscuous sex is foolish if
theyre not convinced that such choices are

right or wrong. Cause and effect simply
don’t exist without a framework of values.

It’s also hard for kids to choose a job
or a course of study without feeling
committed to certain interests or ambi-
tions. And they won't succeed in either
effort without some conviction that hard
work or honesty or other related virtues
are necessary.

It's even harder for young people to
decide on a suitable marriage partner or
career unless they are prepared to love,
to persevere, and to accept every hard-
ship along with every joy.

It ain’t easy to be committed or to make
“right’” decisions. That's why we call it
having the ““courage”” of our convictions.

check-it-out...

St. Matthew Parish, 4100 E. 56th Street
in i is, will hold its annual St.
Valentine’s Dinner-Dance on Saturday,
Feb. 8 following a renewal of marriage
vows at 5:30 p.m. Mass. The event will
begin with cocktails at 6:30 p.m. followed
bay dinner catered by Anna’s
Restaurant. Matt Greven will be D] for the
dancing. The cost is $15 per person. For
reservations call 317-257-4297.

Ministry for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee,
will speak on ““A Holistic Approach to
Ministry in the African American Catholic
ity at 8 p.m. in Room 106 of
Benet . Benedictine Father Cyprian
Davis, fessor of church history at St.
Mgima(gtmf will speak on four models of
spirituality at 6:30 p.m. in the Newman
Conference Center on Thursday, Feb. 27.

TUPUI Newman Center will co-spon-
sor a program on How Humor and
Laughter Can Help Control Stress at 6:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at the Center,
1309 West Michigan Street. Call 317-632-
4378 for more information.

Mary, Queen of Peace Parish in Danville
will hold its 3rd Annual Valentine’s Dance
beginning at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 8. A
DJ will play music for dancing at 8 p.m.
Subway sandwiches and snacks be
served, and wine coolers, set-ups and
games will be available. Admission is $10
per person, with no reservations taken.

The Milford Retreat Center and Jesuit
Renewal Center in Milford, Ohio will offer

ams on coping with loss, Scripture,
;?nstmmy fof;f}"g and lesbian Christians,
empowering women'’s voices and other
subjects during coming months. They also
offer guided retreats and training programs
in spiritual direction and vouth ministry.
Call 513-831-6010 or 512-831-5151 for more

WEFYI Channel 20 television, 1401 North
Meridian Street will host a live interactive
teleconference for Central Indiana child-

St. Parish in poli
will celebrate its 40th Anniversary at 11
a.m. Mass on Sunday, Feb. 9, the feast of
St. Be d A buffet dinner will follow.

012492

Seek & Find

$28 — 4 puzzic ror PRizes — $25

The object of this game is to simply Seek & Find nine of the Criterion adver-

tisers. If you need help, you have a definite ““Ad”vantage . . . the answers
can be found in the advertisements as marked in this issue of The Criterion.
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Mail entries to: The Criterion, 206

Name
Address
City State
Parish City/Town

1) Anyone can enter “The Ad Game" with the exception of employees of the Criterion and their famifies
2) Entries must be received on or before noon on the first Thursday following publication of the game
by the postal service

rson submitting the answers

e winning entries received

0. Box 1717, Indianapolis, |
Phone

Zip

) In case of a tie, the winner will be picked at random

The Solution and Name of the Winning Entry will be Published in two weeks

Former religious, staff members, parish-
ioners and friends are invited to attend,
and are asked to call the parish at
317-356-5867 if they plan to come.

June 22 to July 6, 1992. The tour will include
concerts in Venice, Rome, Sorrento and
Florence, as well as visits to Assisi,
Pompeii, the Isle of Capri and other areas.
Charles Gardner of the archdiocesan Office
of Worship, will be an assistant director:
Robert Schilling is director. For « biochure
and more information call 317-236-1483.

Crisis Pregnancy Center Counselor
Training will be offered from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Mondays and Tuesdays, Feb. 3-4 and 10-11
and Thursdays, Feb. 6 and 13 at Lakeview
Christian Center, 47 Deachway Drive.
Volunteers are especially needed from 9
am. to 1 p.m. or 12 noon to 4 p.m. once a
week. Call Patty Williams at 317-257-2832
or Janet Marion at 317-923-1199 for registra-
tion or information.

The Guardian Angel Guild will sell
flowering plants and baskets from Noble
Industries Greenhouse this Spring. Ager-
atum, alyssum, begonia, dianthus, im-
patiens, marigolds, geraniums and many
other flowers will be available, to be picked
up from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday, May 1
at St. Andrew Church (rear basement),
4050 T 38th Street. For more information
or to order. call 317-849-3072 or 317-546-
7649 befor» Feb. 26.

St. Meinrad Seminary will celebrate
Black History Month with several public
events in February. Father William Odom,
a graduate of St. Meinrad School of
Theology, will celebrate Mass in the college
chapel at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 8. On
Thursday, Feb. 13, Benedictine Brother
Joseph Hager, director of the Office of Black

T ehad

“"Mist-- Rogers Neighborhood,” will be

on Saturday, Feb. 8 at the studio.
ion is $10 per ization. For

more inf jion call WFYI Educati

Services at 317-636-2020.

Terre Haute Deanery Center will spon-
sor a five-session Leader-
ship Training Series beginning on
Tuesday, Jan. 28 from 7:30 t0 9:30 p.m. The
fee is $10 per person; registration deadline
Jan. 24. Call 812-232- 5

The Polish Century Club will sponsor
its Sth Annual *Bigos” (Hunters’ Stew)
Dinner/Dance beginning at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 1 at the Gun Club, 709
North Illinois Street. Live music will be
featured. Reservations are necessary;
tickets will be mailed. Call 317-2414650
or 317-257-0124.

The Guardian Angel Guild will sponsor
a Salad Buffet Card Party from 11:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 12 at the
Riviera Club, 5640 North Dlinois Street.
Tickets are $10 each. Play-at-home tickets
are available for $4 each or $16/table. Table
prizes will be delivered to at-home players.
For reservations contact Mary Bittle before
Feb. 7: 9209 Clemson, Indianapolis, IN
46268, 317-872-6577.

uips...

St. Mary of the Woods College near
Terre Haute is one of five Catholic colleges
and universities featured in a new book
entitled ““Visions and Values in Catholic
Higher Education.” Written by
gation of the Mission Father J. Patrick
Murphy, associate dean of DePaul Univer-
sity’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
the book studies values in Catholic hﬁ
education to determine the degree in whi
these values are shared among faculty,
students, staff and alumni.

celebrating are  Father
Stephen Jarrell (from left),
Office of Worship; Father
Carmen Petrone, current pas-
tor of St. Lawrence; and
Father Donald Evrard, pastor
of St. Lawrence from 1973-78.
‘The newly-renovated Roman-
esque church, built 150 years
ago, survived floods in the
1880s, 1913 and 1937. (Photo
by Krider Studios)
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Non-violence stressed in M.L. King

ret Nelson

“If we're really going to have a dream
then we’re going to have to love, not
fight; give, not take; help, not hurt.
We're going to have to be non-violent,”
said Father Clarence Waldon, as Holy
Angels School celebrated Martin Luther
King’s birthday on Jan. 15, the actual
date of the civil rights leader’s birth

Father Waldon, pastor of Holy Angels
Church, told students at the school, ““There
are a whole lot of things you can say about
Martin Luther King. I want to talk to you
today about one of those. And that is Dr.
King’s non-violent approach.

“To everything that he did, for
everything that he did, he refused to
fight. He refused to do any physical harm
to anyone. I don’t care what they did to
him, he refused to do it back to them,”’
Father Waldon said.

““I want you to think about that, because

of all the things Dr. King was and all the
things Dr. King did, it was really the most
important thing,”” he said.

“He never fought back if somebody
was trying to hurt him. If people threw
rocks at him, he did not throw rocks at
them. If people hit him, he did not hit
them. Even if people spit at him, he did
not spit at them.””

Father Waldon said he would rather
the students would not tell their teacher,
“He hit me first,” when they are in
trouble for hitting someone. “I'd rather
you'd say, ‘Sister Gerry, I'm not a
follower of Dr. Martin Luther King."

““That's not easy,” Father Waldon said
about non-violence. Then most of the
hands in the church went up when he
asked how many had little brothers and
sisters. He acknowledged, “It's really
hard not to hit them,”” when they build
things and their brothers or sisters knock
them down.

““When your brothers or sisters do

I il TR 1 &
REMEMBRANCE—Father Clarence Waidon, pastor of Holy Angels, processes into the

church during a Jan. 15 Holy Angels School Mass recognizing the contributions of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)

Indianapolis Right to Life has

annual memorial service Jan. 18

Let us never grow weary of repeating it: All
human life must be absolutely respected.
Abortion and euthanasia are murder.

Pope Paul VI, 1971

“God has given us the grace to be
here,” St. Monica parishioner Steve
Martin told pro-life supporters during the
annual Indianapolis Right to Life
memorial ceremony Jan. 18 at the World
War Memorial

“‘But another year has passed,”” Mar-
tin said, “‘and another 1.6 million child-
ren have died in abortion.”’

During the solemn pro-life ceremony
marking the U.S. Supreme Court’s legali-
zation of abortion in 1973, Martin quoted
Pope Paul VI and then read a letter from
U.S. Senator Dan Coats

“Nineteen years ago, in the case of Roe
vs. Wade, the United States Supreme
Court handed dov a decision which
the protections America places
on the value of huma
in 28 million abor
wrote. ““l sha

B
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PRAYERS—Pro-life workers pray the rosary
Jan. 18 at the Clinic for Women in
Indianapolis. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)

James Dobson has said, ‘I do have a litir

If you're : «

memorial

down to their level. If you love them,
there is a good chance that you can bring
them up to your level.”

Father Waldon said that Martin Luther
King could do that “‘because he trusted in
God. He knew that God was with him."”

“God will give you the strength to do
whatever you want to do that is good,”
he said. “When you think you've got to
fight back, you're really saying, ‘I don’t
trust God. God cannot exalt me when
everybody else is trying to insult me.’
Jesus did not fight back. Even when he
was hanging on the cross, he loved,”” he
said.

something to you—trip you, knock a
book out of your hand, r s up your
paper—it's real hard not tu gu over and
hit them, especially if you think they did
it on purpose,”” he said

The pastor explained that human beings
are rational animals. He used rhinoceroses
as an example, telling how they would fight
over food. *“Since we're part animal, that's
what we have a tendency to do,” Father
Waldon said

“’Our first rea~tion is to get back at those
people, to hurt them like they hurt us.

“Martin Luther King said that's not
the way to do it. If someone does
something to you, give love back. You
see, love is the only thing that changes
somebody. If you fight back, you go

{ ““That is what Jesus did. That is what
| Martin Luther King did. That is what
| Jesus will help you to do,” Father
| Waldon said.

Eldon’s Choice

Age: 84 Years Young

Former Occupation: Pres. of McRoberts Insurance Agency
in Danville, Indiana for more than 30 years.

Hobbies: Woodworking, dominos, reading. Chairman of the Religious
Affairs Committee.

Home: A beautiful one-bedroom solarium apartment at Westside Village,
8616 West Tenth Street, Indianapolis, Indiana

Why Westside Village: The facilities at my disposal are tremendous-
especially enjoy the complete woodworking shop. Most importantly, the
people here are one big family, looking out for each other and willing to
support their neighbors in a time of need

YOUR BEST CHOICE

Discounted Rates on one bedroom
Solarium apartments.

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

Solarium 4

' Kichen

ur 59-bed Healthcare Center

future

. Bedroom

\fﬂiﬁge

NOW IS THE TIME TO CALL US!

317-271-1020

T NO OBLIGAT

Westside Retirement Village
616 W 1 ndianag nal 4

PHONE
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HOMILY AT ARCHBISHOP’S FUNERAL

A standing ovation for Archblshop in heaven

by Bishop Daniel Buechlein
ishop of M”’f!f‘j"‘ 777777777

Your inences Cardinal Bernardin,
Cardinal Law, Cardinal O’Connor, and
Cardinal Hickey; Archbishop Cacdiavillan;
and archbishops, brother bishops, Archabbot
Timothy, Father Coats and brother priests,
religious sisters and brothers; distinguished
leaders of other churches, judicatories and
religious traditions; administrators of the
archdiocese; Governor Bayh and distin-
guished guests; dear relatives and friends of
Archbishop O’Meara; sisters and brothers all:

1 hope I got that right. In many ways
Archbishop O’Meara was as common as an
old shoe, but he was also a stickler for
protocol. When I was made bishop he went
out of his way to make sure I knew church
protocol and, like a father, he told me to
make up my mind to get it right.

But first things first. May I express
sympathy to all of us for all of us. Indeed
we have all lost a very dear friend and
father and brother and uncle and cousin
Yet we are relieved that his suffering has
ended. He not only showed us how to live,
he showed us how to die with the classic
dignity that is only born of deep faith.

But first things first. What better
expression of the mission of Jesus than that
of the Beatitudes proclaimed in the Sermon
on the Mount (in the Gospel proclaimed at
the funeral). And what better expression of
the mission of our church charged to carry
on the mission of Jesus until he comes
again in glory. The mission of Jesus Christ
handed on to the church, his mystical
body, is a mission shared by everyone who
is a member of this body of Christ. All of us
share the awesome responsibility to pro-
claim in word and in deed the Sermon on
the Mount.

It is the particular charge of the
leadership in the church to elicit the
collaboration of all who aré baptized to
share in carrying on the mission of Christ.
In the first place is the local bishop.

In the rite for the ordination of a bishop,
like that of the ordination of a priest or a
deacon, there is a suggested homily to be

|
|
|

presented by the principal consecrator.
Please indulge a flashback for those of us
who year after year attended ordinations
with Archblshop O’Meara. Inevitably he
would say: “’At this point in the liturgy
Holy Mother Church gives me the option of
either preaching a homily of my own or the
homily provided in the ritual. Because |
cannot improve on the words of Holy
Mother Church, I choose the latter option.”
Then he would proceed.

In the suggested homily for the
ordination of a bishop the archbishop
would read: "“As a steward of the
mysteries of Christ in the church en-
trusted to you, be a faithful overseer and
guardian. Since you are chosen by the
Father to rule over his family, always be
mindful of the Good Shepherd, who
knows his sheep and is known by them
and who did not hesitate to lay down his
life for them. As a father and a brother,
love all those whom God places in your
care. Love the priests who share with you
the ministry of Christ. Love the poor and
infirm, strangers and the homeless.
Encourage the faithful to work with you
in your apostolic task; hsten willingly to
what they have to say.”

Sisters and brothers, it's important to
remember that when Edward T. O'Meara
was ordained a bishop, these words
would have had a little different ring than
for most bishops. Recall that at the time
of his ordination, his particular ministry
was the national directorship of the
Propagation of the Faith. In fact he was
the successor to Archblshop Fulton ]

FINAL TOUCH—Bishop Daniel Buechlein
makes final revisions to his homily in the
archbishop’s conference room before the
funeral Mass. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)

12 years ago. Many of us were here for
his installation on Jan. 10, which now
marks the date he went home to God.
Quite simply, he has been a father and a
brother, a good shepherd. From the very
start he warmly encouraged religious and
lay faithful as well as clergy to collaborate
in his apostolic task. An extraordinary
grass roots process of diocesan planning
is one testimony of his willingness to
consult and to listen. If there was any
shortcoming it was that folks here at
home could nut gel enough of his warm,

Sheen. As director of the P
the Faith in the United States, Edward
O’Meara must surely have heard greater
emphasis on being overseer and guard-
ian, and his family would have been of
international proportions. His tenure as
national and international steward of the
mysteries of Christ marked the archbi-
shop’s ministry from beginning to end.
He had a profound knowledge and
unrivaled appreciation of the meaning of
mission in our church

Archbishop O’Meara brought that
richness to central and southern Indiana

Messages received from afar

The arr“ di

Archbi: O’Meara. His contributions

received
f

from around the world.

From the president of the Pontifical
Council for Social Communications at the
Vatican, Archbishop John P. Foley, who
wrote: “‘Please accept my sincere sym-
pathy on the death of Archbishop
O’'Meara.

““While 1 will not be able to be present
for the funeral, the archbishop and the
people of the archdiocese will be in my
prayers. He was truly a great person with
whom I have worked since his days at the
Society for the Propagation of the Faith

“He loved the people of the arch-
diocese, and I know he will be missed by
them and by all his friends who knew his

dedication to our Lord and to the
church.”
From Vicar General Preston A. Moss

Diocese of Nassau, Bahamas: *'On behalf
of Bishop Burke and the Diocese of
Nassau, | wish to extend to you and the
people of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis
our deepest sympathy on the death of
Archbishop O’Meara. Please be assured
of our prayers for the blessed repose of
his and the consolation of the
archdiocese

Daughters of Charity Sister
Dorothea Huber, provincial superior in
Evansville Let the hope of the resurrec
tion encourage us for God will bring forth
with him those who have

soul

From

fallen asleep

believing in him. Let us ¢ lo
another with nw»x words,'—St. Paul. Tt
Daughters of Charity in East Central
Province join me in offering you and the
people of the archdiocese our prayers as
you mourn the loss of Archbishoy
O’Meara. May he rest in peace
Benedictine  Archbishop  Daniel

Kucera, retired Archbishop James |. Byre
and Auxiliary Bishop William Franklin,
from the Archdiocese of Dubuque, lowa
“"Heartfelt condolences to you and the
people of the Archdiocese on the death of

?

to the church m Indianapolis and be-

p in ministry and
hls spm! of joy!

But if we are tempted to think such
thoughts, let’s listen as the archbishop’s
episcopal homily continues: ““Never for-
get that in the Catholic Church, made one
by the bond of Christian love, you are
incorporated into the college of bishops.
You should therefore have a constant
concern for all the churches and gladly
come to the aid and support of churches
in need. Attend to the whole flock in
which the Holy Spirit appoints you an
overseer of the church of God in the
name of the Father, whose image you
personify in the church, and in the name
of his Son, Jesus Christ, whose role of
teacher, priest and shepherd you under-
take, and in the name of the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the church of Christ and

5uppor(s our weakness with his
strength

These words were written for Edward
T. O’Meara. Sisters and brothers, I don’t
know of any bishop in the world short of
our Holy Father Pope John Paul Il (whom
Edward T. O’Meara loved and admired)
who personified the universal love and
compassion of our church more
enthusiastically and more energetically
than Archbishop O'Meara. This is his
legacy, his lasting witness and challenge
to us who bid him farewell. I don’t know
of a church leader who was better known
in the most remote corners of the Third
World. How he was loved and admired
for his care for the needs of the poor!

He would want me to say thank you,
all of you who are the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis, for allowing him to con-
tinue his unique, international ecclesial
mission. His worldwide mission was a
gift of this archdiocese, as well as his
own, to the universal church.

Last September when he made his
goodbye talk to the bishop members of
the administrative committee of our
national conference, the archbishop’s
focus was not himself. Rather he made an
eloquent apologia for the importance of
Catholic Relief Services. He spoke of CRS
as a unique expression of the universal
mission of the Catholic Church. And in
our presence he thanked God for the
extraordinary personal blessing of being
called to that mission for so many years.
The standing ovation of bishops lasted a
long time. Edward T. O'Meara was a
witness of God’s beautiful grace alive
among us.

Finally, it must be said the archbishop
was mischievous too—to choose a Ger-
man brother to bid him public farewell. In
turn, I feel compelled to conclude with an
Irish blessing: At home with God now, in
the kingdom of all nations, “May the
road rise to meet him. May the wind be
always at his back. May the sun shine
warm upon his face, the rains fall soft
upon his fields and until we meet again,
may God hold him in the hollow of his
hand.”

Don’t you think there must have been
a standing ovation as Edward T. O'Meara
made his last journey into the hollow of
God’s hand? May he rest in peace.

yond, and inter
were a great blessing to the church.’

Bishop Joseph P. Delaney, Diocese of
Fort Worth: “I promise to remember
Archbishop O'Meara at Mass on Jan. 16.
May God give him eternal rest.”

Bishop Donald W. Wuerl, Diocese of
Pittsburgh: “Join with you in the sorrow
of the death of Archbishop Edward T.
O'Meara and in prayers that God grant
him eternal rest, light and peace.”

Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua, Arch
bishop of Philadelphia wrote: ’On behalf
of the archdiocese of Philadelphia, I
extend sincere sympathy to you and all in
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis on the
death of Archbishop Edward T. O'Meara

Archbishop O’Meara has been a loyal
servant of the Archdiocese of Indi-
anapolis and of the universal church. We
pray for him and for the church in
Indianapolis at this time of sorrow.”

Senator Jean Leising from Oldenburg
memorialized Archbishop Edward T
O’'Meara on the Senate floor in the
Indiana legislature Jan. 16

“I first met the archbishop in October,
1980, when he was in the process of
visiting all of the parishes in the diocese
It was evident that Archbishop O’Meara
wanted, not only to become acquainted
with the parishes, but he really worked at
getting to know the individual parish
1oners themselves

Within two weeks after this initial
meeting at St. Anne’s in Hamburg, my
husband was killed in a farm accident
The archbishop visited my children and
me following the funeral, and I will
torever be grateful for his kindness.

Archbishop O'Meara’s enthusiasm
and dedication to the people he served
will be greatly missed.”

According to the archbishop’s office
staff, more expressions of condolence
continue to arrive daily.

(Continued from page 1)
archdiocese, and members of Archbishop
O’Meara’s family

Protestant and Jewish Ieaders in
t

Archbishop’s body is interred

and Rabbi Dennis Sasso of the Indi-
anapolis Board of Rabbis.

Among the civic dignitaries in attendance
were Indiana Govemor Evan Bayh and

dance included Bishop
Leroy Hodapp, Episcopal Bishop Edward
Jones, Rev. Ralph Quellhorst of the
Churches of Christ, Rev. James Taylor of
the Indiana Religious Commission on
Human Equality, Ma:cia Goldstone of the
Jewish Community Relations Council,

\
|
1
|
|
r
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polis Mayor Stephen Goldsmith.
Following the funeral, a caravan of cars
proceeded to Calvary Cemetery. Bishop
Gerald Gettelfinger of Evansville presided
at the Rite of Committal. The body was
interred in the “‘Bishops Wall”” in the

mausoleum chapel of the cemetery

RITE OF COMMITAL—Bishop Gerald A. Gettelfinge: ffin
before its interment. (Photo bprary Ann Wyand) e
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Acceptance enables communication with teens

by Father Herb Weber

Many parents and their teen-age
children work daily to get along and
understand each other.

Others, however, give up the struggle
and hope that those years will pass and a
necessary separation of ways will come
about.

In either case, entering the minds of
teen-agers to find out just what is wanted
by them is very hard to do.

We often hear about high-school stu-
dents who get along well with a particular
teacher who praises the.r work and lauds
their friendliness. At the same time, the
students behave in an in-
solent and uncooperative
manner at home.

Often parents—and
teens as well—feel like they
are two different persons
between home and school.
The difference sometimes
lies in the degree to which
the teen-agers are affirmed,
supported and allowed to
express themselves.

There seems to be a
strong hunger among teen-
agers to be listened to. What
is inconsistent, however, is
that they don't always
know that they have to
return the favor to their
parents and families.

A high-school student
may storm out of the room
saying, ‘‘No one ever wants
to hear my opinion,” when
that same young person
may be guilty of refusing to

just right. In my work with college
students, [ often see young adults who
were these “perfect”’ Kids in high school
They excelled in class, participated in
extracurricular activities, and often as
sociated with other “good’” kids.

More than once, the college-age stu
dents have admitted that they spent much
of their time trying to win their parents’
approval. But behaving so well doesn’t
always bring love, and so at college some of
these youngsters are still trying to find
parental acceptance.

Obviously, not all rebels and certainly
not all of the well-behaved high-school kids
fit into the scheme I've just described.
Virtually all teen-agers,
however, desire and des-
perately need acceptance.
Only when that is present
can real communication
even be considered.

In a setting where there
is an unconditional accep-
tance, the teen-ager can
explore his or her dreams
and begin to communicate
them with others.

Todd, an athletic young
man, stopped by one day
to tell me that he had
many dreams of what he
wanted to do with his life.
His hopes were to work
with children, and even
more, to write children’s
literature. Fortunately, he
had received some support
from his parents. Had he
not, the dreams might
have died on the vine long
before they could ever be
nurtured into reality

listen to others.

Perhaps the key to the
teen-age mind is to discover
that what is desired even
more than communication

St. Luke parishioner Lauren
Wilson of Indianapolis tells
National Catholic Youth Con-
ference delegates Nov. 7 that
teens must work for peace.

Authentic communica.
tion with teen-agers has to
g0 beyond the giving and
receiving of information.

is acceptance. It is precisely

because of this desire to be known as an
individual with feelings and needs that
various behaviors emerge.

One pattern that is frequently seen
among teen-agers is that of the rebel. I
recall a high-school girl who was actually
a pretty good student who was rarely in
trouble. Yet she consistently chose to
startle her parents. Her choices of
friends, her style of dressing, even her
excessive interest in religion seemed
calculated to shock her parents.

The parents were frequently caught off
balance by what was happenirg. But to me,
an interested outsider, there appeared to be
an almost purposeful plan to challenge her

mother and father to accept her for what
she was. If they could still love her in her
rebellious state, then she knew that she
would always be loved.

On the opposite end of the spectrum is
the teen-ager who tries to do everything

In fact, that type of con-
versing pales in comparison with the
sharing of what makes persons think and
behave the way they do.

Questions like “What did you do
today?”’ or “Who did you see at the
game?’’ are easy to ask, but they often
come across as unnecessary meddling into
the teen-ager’s affairs. When parents can
share their own hopes and fears and
actually listen to those of their children,
they are tapping into the greatest resource
that the young have—the possibility of
dreaming dreams and developing ideals.

There is no question that teen-agers
need to communicate at this level
Moreover, there is very little doubt that
such communication cannot take place
until the parent-teen relationship be-
comes a safe environment where mutual
acceptance reigns.

(Father Weber is pastor of St. Thomas More
University Parish in Bowling Green, Ohio.)

)

ACCEPTANCE—Teen-agers want to be listened to and have a strong hunger for acceptance
during adolescence. (CNS photo from Cleo Freelance Photo)

Fear hampers communication

by David Gibson__

When communication breaks down
between parents and teens, numerous
factors may be involved.

Fear is a factor. Often parents fear
teens will make wrong decisions about
schoolwork, drugs, sex. Parents fear they
can’t protect teens from harmful mis-
takes.

Unfortunately, what can happen is that
the fear itself reigns supreme. All that gets
communicated is the fear

The real communication and the agree-
ments needed between parents and teens
on these serious matters get blocked.

both teens and parents need to realize this
will take work—and time.

Misunderstanding can lead to a com-
munication breakdown. Often this occurs
when parents and teens don't articulate
clearly or don't listen attentively to what
actually is said in a conversation.

Confusion, too, is a factor in commun-
ication breakdowns—confusion, for ex-
ample, about “‘who” one’s rapidly
changing teen-ager really is.

Frequently parents sense that their teen
is ““turning out’’ quite differently than they
expected. And that just proves that
communication is essential if parents and
teens are ever to know each other well.

To communicate effectively, however,
a few c ication blocks may need to

Lack of truth past or present
can cloud cominunication. Of course, if
trust has been broken, it can be rebuilt. But

be removed.
(David Gibson is the editor of Faith Alive!)

| DISCUSSION POINT

~ Honesty can prevent problems

| This Week’s Question

O EV i omeible st obiiaciks b paren teetl
relationships?

“‘The best solution is being honest all the time because
that avoids most of the problems. You can’t hide from
your problems or they just get worse. And most of the
problems come from not being honest.” (Kelli Meyer,
Greensburg, Indiana)

“I let them know I'm their friend. I stress open
communication. I let them know 1 am there to listen to
them and give advice, not to criticize or judge them.”
(Sherry Blair, Scottsdale, Arizona)

‘My son is having a hard time with school. It creates
tensions between us. I try to pray every day. I try to
praise him, even if he just goes from a C to a C%. We
don’t like to punish, but rather to negotiate.”” (Aldina
Copeland, Denver, Colorado)

““Sometimes there are things in my life that my
parents can't relate to—boyfriend, girlfriend prob

for example. The key is my explaining better my point
of view and my parents really stopping and listening.”
(Amy Harbison, Glen Dale, West Virginia)

“Encourage open dialogue as best you can. Teens
should not shut their parents out. They should try and
share the difficulties and pressures they are dealing with
that the parents maybe aren’t aware of. Another big help
is plugging into Christian education programs in your
parish because these issues are coming up all the time.”
(Scott Chisholm, Richmond, Virginia)

Lend Us Your Voice

An upcoming edition asks: What makes the Gospel
good news for your actual life or for your world?

If you would like to respond, write to Faith Alive! at
3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washington, D... 20017-1100.
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Respect differences to
enrich communication

Vh_:/ Linda L. Rome

A door slammed in the face, jawbreak
ing silence, and a barely concealed sigh of
boredom are forms of communication
between parents and teen-agers that are
overused and too often accepted as the
inevitable cost of growing up.

How can teens communicate with their
parents? Somctimes the answer to that is
summed up in one word: “Carefully.”’

Teen-agers struggle with their growing
needs for privacy, independence and
responsibility. Knowing the boundaries of |
what to keep private, what decisions to
make without parental guidance, and how
to be self-reliant without shutting their |
parents out can be daunting

It's tricky talking to teen-agers, and
trickier still getting them to confide in you
But it can be done.

“There is no right way of talking to
kids,”” Ron Taffel, director of family and
couples treatment at the Institute for
Contemporary Psychotherapy in New
York, explained in “‘The Secret of Getting
Kids to Talk’* (McCalls, December 1991).

He noted that much popular advice for |
getting kids to open up is based on the |
therapist-patient model and applied to

|
|

the family situation.

But he cautioned that excep* in times of
crisis, such “therapy-like communication
just doesn’t feel real and has a narrow
range of effectiveness.”’ Instead, he sug-
gested “’the art of paraliel conversation and
indirect conversation” to open communi-
cation between teens and parents.

You know what a parallel conversation
is: You and your son or daughter are
walking somewhere and you're not
talking about anything. Out of the blue

your teen mentions a problem at school
or a knotty conflict with a friend

To keep the conversation going, Taffel
suggested three things.

»Don’t name the child’s
Don't say, ““You must feel sad

»Instead, ask specific, action-oriented
questions such as: ““Who was there? What
happened next?”’

»Third, don’t hold yourself back
Respond. Give an honest response to the
situation. React emotionally if that is how
you feel. Kids need to know you care

‘Don’t shield kids from your emo
tions—disappointment, sadness, anger,”
Taffel said—even if communication has
broken down and there is a crisis. Hitting
below the belt, however, would include a
physical confrontation, name-calling,
humiliating the teen in front of friends or
family, and threatening never to speak to
the child again.

Indirect conversations are another way
to communicate. Taffel mentioned letting
your teen overhear a conversation with a
spouse or friend that imparts information
you want the teen to know.

Watching a TV program and discussing
it can be a form of indirect conversation.
Finally, parents can write a short letter and
leave it on the teen’s bed without ever
mentioning it.

“Ironically,” Taffel said, “‘the sign that
a conversation has worked is that life
simply goes on.”"

Another important aspect of communi-
cation is listening. It can be difficult when
your teen is shouting ““You don't care
about me.”” Parents need to stay calm and
try to find out what is bothering the teen.

NINELINE, the hotline of Covenant
House, whose work among young people

feelings

STRUGGLES—Gmmg teen-agers to talk can be tricky because lhey !lﬂlgsle with y,mvu‘

needs for privacy,

and
shutting out parents can be daunting. (CNS photo by Paul Conklu\)

is well known, has guidelines that say,
“Never imply your teen-ager’s feelings
don’t matter or that they’ll change. Teens
live in the present. It doesn't help them to
know they’ll soon feel dﬁerenlly “

Acknowledging a person’s feelings
can be as simple as a hand on the
shoulder or sitting down quietly with that
all important listening ear.

|
|

In many ways communication between
teens and parents is like any good
communication: Try not to judge each
other, but respect your differences.

Remember the reason you're trying to
communicate is because you love each
other.

(Linda Rome is a free-lance writer in Mentor,

hio.)
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Sunday Readings

Sunday, January 26, 1992
Nehemiah 8:2-4, 5-6, 8-10 — 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 — Luke 1:14, 4:14-21

by Fr. Owen F;Cansz«;; 5

The Book of Nehemiah, only rarely

appearing in the liturgy, provides this

weekend with its first scriptural reading
The exile of Jewish

survivors  after the

Babylonian invasion of

the Holy Land was a

major historical event 4T

in the history of salva-

tion. Almost as impor- h

tant was the return of .

the hostages to their

homeland, and then
their conduct at home
upon return.

Nehemiah wrote of the experiences after
the Babylonian exile. To be freed from
bondage in Babylon was the fondest hope
of several generations of God's people.
However, returning home did not always
live up to their excited expectation. The
land was in waste. Jerusalem, the holy city,
the city of God, was in ruins. All around
was hopelessness, want, and death.

Joy and excitement gave way to depres-
sion for many. Nehemiah called the people
back to hope, if once again they trusted in
the Lord and obeyed God.

The writings of Nehemiah parallel the
writings of Ezra, who is mentioned in this
weekend's reading. Nehemiah had been
a servant in the king's court, and he was
a politician. Ezra was a priest. Ezra’s
appeal was for a spiritual renewal.
Nehemiah was very practical, asking the
people to re-build the earthly city.
However, in those days, even politicians
preached a religious message and ex-
tolled a religious motive for action.

St. Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians

is the
reading

Paul must have considered the Christiar
community of Corinth one of his greatest
accomplishments and, at the same ume,
one of his greatest problems.

Corinth was a major city of the Roman
Empire, situated not too far from present-
day Athens in Greece. It was a vital
commercial center. It also was a very
sophisticated city, in which every vice
and abuse was tolerated. Greed and
self-satisfaction ruled the day in Corinth.
To find persons willing to abandon
personal pleasure and wealth in favor of
the Christian Gospel was an achievement
for those first to preach the Lord’s
message in the great city

However, as Paul's epistles testify, all
was not well in the Corinthian Christian
community. There were disputes, jealous-
ies, and self-interests. Old ways died hard.

His epistles appealed for harmony,
cooperation, and for a spirit of love and
compassion.

In this weekend's reading, the apostle
reminded the Corinthians, and he reminds
us, that individually we may falter.
Together we can succeed. We are many
parts of one body, the Body of Christ.

St. Luke’s Gospel supplies this week-
end’s Gospel reading. The story recalls
the time that Jesus was in the

source of this liturgy’s second

Monday, January 27
Angels Merici, virgin
2 Samuel 5:1-7, 10

Psalms 89:20-22, 25-26
Mark 3:22-30

Tuesday, January 28

Thoinas Aquinas,
priest and doctor

2 Samuel 6:12-15, 17-19

Psalms 24:7-10

Mark 3:31-35

Wednesday, January 29

Weekday
2 Samuel 7:4-17
Psalms 89:4-5, 27-30

Mark 4:1-20

Epiphany, and the Baptism of the Lord, the
church has introduced us to the person of
Jesus of Nazareth, Son of God, messiah.
Each feast had its own special message, its
own particular view of Jesus.

This weekend, in the Gospel, the
church continues that process of intro-
duction and adds another consideration.
As promised by the great Isaiah, Jesus is
God's anointed standing in the midst of
humankind. His task is to bring good
news, hope and salvation, to the poor.
Who is poor? The very word surely
awakened in the minds of those gathered

in Nazareth. Invited to read from the
Scriptures, he read a text from Isaiah
saying that the Spirit of God was upon
him, and that he would bring good news
to the poor. He identified himself as the
fulfillment of the prophecy.

Reflection

For several weeks, in several great
liturgical feasts, those of Christmas, the

THE POPE TEACHES

Origin of church

by Pope John Paul Il
Remarks at audience January 15

The origin of the church is to be found
in the eternal plan of God, who
“destined us in love to be his sons
through Jesus Christ’”” (Ephesians 1:5).

The church is at once a historical
institution founded by Jesus of Nazareth
and a mystery of communion in Christ
which is called to embrace all mankind.

The source of this communion is above
all the “new commandment”’ of love (cf.
John 13:34) which the Lord gave to his
disciples at the Last Supper.

The community of Christ’s disciples,
remaining in his love (cf. John 15:9), makes
up the church, the body of Christ. Her
members are united with Christ and with
each other in a love which is ultimately
rooted in the lite of the Blessed Trinity.

This mystery of trinitarian and ec
sial communion is reflected in Christ’s

iestly prayer that all his disciples might
g:one, even as he is one with the Father
(cf. John 17:21).

Through his intimate communion of
love with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
Jesus himself remains the supreme model
of the communion of love which is the
church. Thus at the Last Supper he

was God’s plan

AR

prayed for all his disciples, asking the
Father that “the love with which you
have loved me may be in them, and 1 in
them” (John 17:26).

The divine love on which the church is
founded and built up as a communion of
believers in Christ is also the basis of her
saving mission.

The essence of the church’s mission is
always to bear witness to the love of Christ,
so that the world may believe that Christ
was sent by the Father (cf. John 17:23). This
love is sacramentally expressed in the
Eucharist, which continually renews the
church as a universal and eternal fellow-
ship of all who are called in God'’s plan to
form one body in Christ.

JOURNEY TO GOD

along the way,

you're coming home at last!
deep down that this was true

dream from out my past.

Ireland My Home

The cozy little cottages were adorned
In nature’s hue,
The velvet hills of emerald green reaching
Out to the sky of blue.
The ride ‘round Kerry’s Ring—
Andq“l‘;‘e sight of Galway Bay,
The Sharinon clear as God’s own sky,
My heart is here to stay.
—by Elizabeth Maire McMahon

late Archbishop Edward T. O"Mearn lov-
glgfzhnd. Elizabeth McMahon is a member
of St. Lawrence Parish in Indianapolis.)

in that N ynagogue images of
those who languished and begged in
their streets, who suffered beneath the
gaudy heel of Roman occupation.

There also was a spiritual poverty,
such as that experienced by the exiles
returning from Babylon. The great gift of
freedom for them must have seemed a
trick when they looked at what remained
of their homeland. God had toyed with
them. There was no hope.

1

Thursday, January 30
Weekday

2 Samuel 7:18-19, 24-29
Psalms 132:1-5, 11-14
Mark 4:21-25

Friday, January 31

John Bosco, priest

2 Samuel 11:1-4, 5-10, 13-17
Psalms 51:3-7, 10-11

Mark 4:26-34

Saturday, February 1
Weekday

2 Samuel 12:1-7, 10-17
Psalms 51:12-17

Mark 4:35-41

To all who are poor, the Lord speaks the
good news of eternal rest with the Father.

It is not altogether a glance far into the
future, far from this world. St. Paul’s first
letter to Corinthians alerts us to our power
to do good, if we act collectively with
others, in God’s name. Such is one great
purpose and advantage of activity in and
for the church. We can make a difference.
Each of us has a special talent or
opportunity. Together we can achieve
mighty things.

The first reading, from Nehemiah,
reminds us that God has consoled us. He is
with us. We must change ourselves, and
we move ourselves to active concern for
others. No one is dragged kicking and
screaming into the banquet hall of salva-
tion. We must direct ourselves to its
doorway. We must ask to be admitted.
With the resolution of the Christian, to
follow Jesus, we build within ourselves the
heart to serve God, to preach of his
to all whom we meet, and to continue the
Lord’s ministry of reconciliation, healing,
and salvation.

always existed;

of Indianapolis

The Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand, Indiana,
address the following resolution to the people of the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis:

Whereas, the Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand were
part of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis before the
creation of the Diocese of Evansville in 1944,

Whereas, Our Lady of Grace Monastery in Beech
Grove, Indiana, of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis,
was founded by 118 sisters from Ferdinand,

Whereas, many members of the Ferdinand Benedictine
community are natives of the Indianapolis

archdiocese, have served in the archdiocese in the

past or presently serve in the archdiocese;

Whereas, a close bond between the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis and the Diocese of Evansville has

Be it resolved, that we, the Sisters of St. Benedict
of Ferdinand, do hereby offer our prayers for
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara, his family and
Jriends, and the people of God of the Archdiocese

Be it further resolved, that as the people of Indian-
apolis and southern Indiana mours the passing

of their shepherd and friend, we, the Sisters of St
Benedict of Ferdinand, do promise our support as we
share in your sense of loss

Sister Kathryn Huber and the
Sisters of St

Benedict of Ferdinand
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VIEWING WITH ARNOLD

Year’s best films were
definitely entertaining

 byJames W. Amoid_

Movies in 1991 may have been down a
bit at the box-office, like the rest of the
economy. But there was no shortage of
good films, especially in
the middle range you |
and I define as “'pretty

od.”"

good.

In this category be-
longs (I think) such
enjoyable and skillful &
stuff as ‘‘Robin Hood, "
“Beauty and the
Beast,” “’Dead Again,” |
“Little Man Tate,"” “‘Re-
garding Henry” and o
““City Slickers.”” Add these to the titles you
hope to,[%‘et around to renting at the video
store, ere were aiso some expertly
crafted movies that failed to move me
much, like “Bugsy”” and ““Cape Fear.”
Why? That took whole reviews to explain.

Among identifiable trends, there were
surely more films last year about social and
moral concerns, as well as ““redemption”’
from empty and materialistic ways of life.

Two whimsical nominations: (1) the
year’s dumbest scene: Robin Hood bathing
in the buff, and the squash parade in *‘Doc
Hollywood™; (2) worst sight gag: girls
hanging from the rafters at rock concert (in
“Bill and Ted’s Bogus Journey”’).

My list of Ten Best (see below) varies
only partly from most lists in secular
publications. When you're voting on
something impressive enough to be in the
top 2 percent of films released, the potential
winners are limited. There are few sleep-
ers: most are hyped outrageously by

o

producers, who know quality when they
see it.

But I've tried to select films of excellence
that have special value for Catholics. The
truth and beauty in them isn't always
obvious, certainly not to all viewers. But
arguably they tell us something we need to
know, and may have forgotten, or never
really understood. They also “astonish,””
as only good films can.

These were the best movies I saw during
1991, listed in the order I saw them. Since
it’s good to give credit where it's due, the
director is noted in parenthesis:

“’Awakenings’’ (Penny Marshall):
Catatonic patients are restored to life and
awareness for a few months, as a medica!
experiment succeeds, then fails. It's hard
to ask more of a movie: you laugh, you're
moved, and you're encouraged to think
of fundamentals.

““The Silence of the Lambs’’ (Jonathan
Demme): This very scary film (FBI heroine
vs. serial killer of women) proves that,
when they know what they're doing,
filmmakers can deal, artfully and wisely,
with the darkest human subjects.

“The Long Walk Home” (Richard
Pearce): The simple courage of two
women, a black maid and her affluent
white employer, during the 1955 Mont-
gomery bus boycott is the basis for an
affecting drama about the small heroisms
necessary if the world is to be changed.

“Thelma and Louise’’ (Ridley Scott)
This is a truly original and provocative
comedy-fable about liberation, in which
two women escape their repressed lives
into the previously male territory of
movie mythology, the limitless West and
the open road.

“Everybody’s Fine”” (Giuseppe Torna-
tore): A Sicilian pensioner journeys
across Italy and discovers, comically and
tragically, the post-Christian world and
the declining cohesion of the family. It’s
a witty, brilliantly-imagined Catholic
humanist film.

“The Doctor’” (Randa Haines): The
“story of aman who gets a new heart,”” this
is the best of all the ““death movies”’ (e.g.,
““Terms of Endearment,”” “Dying Young”’)
and comes closest to doing some justice to
death’s complexities. The film is funny,
poetic, uplifting.

““Barton Fi ﬁ (Ethan & Joel Coen): This

4

GREAT YEAR—Actor Robin Williams had a great year in Hollywood, earning acclaim
for diverse roles in three top 1991 films. In “Awakenings,’” he was cast as Dr. Malcolm
Sayer (above), a character based on the life of Dr. Oliver Sacks, a New York

neurologist. In “The Fisher King,” Williams p yed a

will be best

man. But he

d as Peter Pan in Steven Spielberg’s

delightful film “Hook.” (CNS photo from Columbia Pictures)

ultimate film about writer’s block demon-
strates, in wildly amusing and creative
ways, how little some idealistic artists really
understand the lives they write about. It's
superbly controlled, scary and hilarious.

““The Fisher King' (Terry Gilliam): The
skeptic-sinner meets the dreamer-fool on
the streets of Manhattan to begin a zany
search not only for the Holy Grail but for its
meaning. A love story and comedy on
many levels, demonstrating that compas-
sion heals the broken spirit.

“"Hook”’ (Steven Spielberg): A grouchy,
middle-aged hero goes back to the fantasy
world of his childhood to find the values he
lost, and the marvelous ].M. Barrie fairytale
finds glowing new life. The film is a rare

combination of spectacle, comedy and
feeling.

“JFK”" (Oliver Stone): This is a
passionate re-stirring of sleeping anger and
fear about secret cabals within the govern-
ment and their successful execution of a
dang liberal young presi No-
thing is incredible these days, and the
premise makes explosive cinema.

Honorable mention: ‘“’Black Robe,”
“Green Card,” “Alice,” “Cyrano de
Bergerac,”” ““Jungle Fever,” “Boyz N the
Hood.”” Admittedly somewhat more mixed
as artistic achievements, but not much
hyped and definitely worth seeing: ‘“Come
See the Paradise,” “One Good Cop,”
“Truly, Madly, Deeply,”” “The Commit-
ments,”” “‘Paradise.”’

Sit back and e

njoy ‘A Day in the Life of Ireland’

by Henry Herx
Catholic News Service
Photojournalists from around the world try to encapsu-
late what it means to be Irish in “A Day in the Life of
Ireland,” airing Monday, Jan. 27, from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. on
PBS. (Check local listings to verify program date and time.)

patrons explaining “the great Irish thing of quiet
observance.” This, apparently over a pint or two, enables
one to solve the great problems of the world

Out of 200,000 pictures that were taken that day in May,
200 were selected for inclusion in the book, ‘A Day in the
Life of Ireland,”” published by Collins Publishers.

Information about how to order the book or the
videocassette of the program is given at the end of the show

It's the latest in a series of photographic e ganzas
that began in Australia 10 years ago. The aim of these shoots
is to capture the essence of a country through a myriad of
lenses during a single 24-hour period

The result is a composite portrait of Ireland taken on
May 17, 1991, by 75 world-class photographers scattered
across the island from north to south, from city to
countryside. As viewers will see, the people and the
scenery prove equally photogenic

In selecting what to film, one of the photographers says,

“You can't miss, really. It's fantastic

Though the rolling hills and the rugged coasts

the lowering clouds and the occasional spring drizzle

with

are all eye-fetching, it is the people who make the scenery
interesting

From children preparing for their first Communion to
a tough-looking but soft-spoken motorcycle gang, the
zesty flavor of the Irish character comes across easily in
this mosaic of brief encounters

Ireland’s Catholic culture is seen in home and school as
well as in a church wedding, though a Prote schoc

visited and the evidence of sectarian violence in the North is
inescapable
The day ends agreeably in a Dublin pub with one of its

Those i d shou!d have a pencil handy

Not surprisingly, one of the underwriters of this program
in the “‘Travels” series is Aer Lingus, the Irish airline. Book
early because ticket sales should be brisk after the broadcast

TV Programs of Note

Saturday, Jan. 25, 6:30-7 p.m. (PBS) ““The Boy in the Oak
Tree.”” Rebroadcast of a “Long Ago & Far Away’’ animated
fantasy of a young boy who lives for years in a nest at the
top of a great oak tree to avoid eating his peas

Monday, Jan. 27, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) “‘Wild by Law
documentary in “The American Experience
chronicles the struggles of three Americans who fought in
different ways to save shrinking wilderness areas of the
country

This
series

Monday, Jan. 27, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) “The Road to
Brown Rebroadcast of a documentary on Charles
Houston, the black attorney who led the legal campaign to

verturn racial segregation laws which, four years after his
death, culminated in the 1954 Supreme Court landmark

decision, “‘Brown vs. Board of Education
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 8-9 p.m. (PBS) ““Saddam’s War on
Wildlife.” This ““Nova'* episode highlights the efforts made

by environmentalist john Walsh to save animals from oil

spills, battle and other man-made dangers during the
Persian Gulf War

Wednesday, Jan. 29, 8-9 p.m. (PBS) ““Brooklyn Bridge."
Rebroadcast of the 1982 documentary by Ken Burns on the
building of the Brooklyn Bridge after the Civil War, an
engineering feat for its time and a work of such grace that it
continues to inspire artistic awe to this day.

Wednesday, Jan. 29, 9-11 p.m. (PBS) ““The Empire of the
Air: The Men Who Made Radio.” The latest documentary
by Ken Burns, producer of ‘‘The Civil War,"" tells the story
of the creation of radio and the three men whose genius and
determination made it happen—Lee de Forest, Edwin
Howard Armstrong, and David Sarnoff

Thursday, Jan. 30, 10-11:30 p.m. (PBS) “Alfred I
duPont/Columbia Awards in Broadcast Journalism.” This
year’s presenters of awards for the best in radio and TV
reporting include Peter Arnett (CNN), Jane Pauley (NBC),
Ed Bradley (CBS), and Judy Woodruff (PBS), with Peter
Jennings (ABC) serving as hast

Friday, Jan. 31, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) ““Getting Older."” This
episode in “The ‘90s” series centers on generational
issues—young people reacting to getting older, the reality of
dealing with kids and parents at the same time, and how
some older people feel about getting older

Saturday, Feb. 1, 6:30-7 p.m. (PBS) “Oh, Mr.
Rebroadcast of an animated story from the ’Long Ago & Far
Away"” family series in which weasels capture Toad Hall
and Toad’s loval friends come to his aid to help save the
great house

(Check local listings to verify program dates and times. Henry
Herx is director of the U.S. Catholic Conference Office for Film and
Broadcasting.)

Toad."
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QUESTION CORNER

Christian p

by Fr. John Dietzen

! becanie a Catholic three years ago through the
catechumenate. It was a wonderful experience.

They told us we would continue learning for many years
since there was time during those
months to discuss only a small part of
Catholic beliefs. I am finding this true

Recently a longtime Catholic gave me
a book that speaks of the ““priesthood of
the laity.”” We never talked about that
and none of my other books mention it
Can you help? (Ohio)

Yours is an interesting question

The response involves some
knowledge of the use of the words “priest’”
hood” in the New Testament

and " priest-

The Greek word for priest, “‘hiereus,”” is never used in the
New Testament to designate an offic .1 of the church. It is
applied to Jesus himself in the Letter to the Hebrews

Sometime afterward, probably around the year 200, it

began to be applied to Christian bishops and later to |
presbyters or elders.

I'm sure you understand that the priests referred to in the
Gospels, for example, are priests of the Old Testament, not
of the Christian church

In the latter part of the first century, some decades after
our Lord’s death and resurrection, *he whole Christian
people are called by St. Peter ““a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own”’ (1 Peter 2:9)
At a certain period in our century it was not uncommon to
find this reality expressed as “’the priesthood of the laity

That is not an accurate phrase, however, since Peter’s
words apply not to the laity but to all Christians, regardless
of their official status or ministry in the church

The priesthood he speaks of, which is to announce the
praises of God, do good works by which God would be
glorified and offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:5, 9, 12) is one shared by all
faithful followers of Christ.

The more limited sense of an ordained priesthood
idenufies a particular role that the ordained fulfill, especially
in the eucharistic worship of the Christian community

eople are ‘a holy nation’

My wife has asked my 10 children to help celebrate my
80th birthday
However, two of the children are Jehovah Witnesses and
said they do not celebrate birthdays because they live their
lives closely following the example that Jesus left us and
according to the Bible. They say that neither Jesus nor any
early Christians celebrated birthdays. It was a pagan
tradition and one that Christians would have nothing to do
with. It was viewed as a pagan tradition at the time of Christ
and is to be viewed the same way today. (Florida)

I know this is hurtful for you, but the information you
give is correct. This is one of numerous differences in
belief and practices between Jehovah Witnesses and other
Christian denominations
Consistent with this belief, their members do not even
celebrate Christmas, partly because it celebrates the
birthday of jesus and also because the date of Christmas was
established, apparently in the fourth century, on the day of
the winter snﬂnce (according to the old Julian calendar),
which was before then a great pagan feast
(Questions for this column should be sent to Father John
Dietzen, 704 N. Main St., Bloomington, Ill. 61701.)

FAMILY TALK
Single parents tackle
variety of challenges

_ byDrjamesand Mary Kenny

Dear Dr. Kenny: I got into an argument, more like a
shouting match, with my 13-year-old son. I had asked him
to dlean his room. He dawdled and delayed, then he
objected and said he didn’t have to.

I got mad and canceled his camping trip this weekend
He said he had had enough, and that he was going to live
with his father.

We were divorced two years ago. I fear his father will not
be supportive of my position, but will encourage our son to
think a change in custody will improve his life. I'm scared
(Indiana)

Answer: Children are quick to see and seize the
opportunities divorce presents in the continuing power
struggle with parents known as *‘growing up.”’

Children want more freedom. They want their own way
Consciously or unconsciously, they may pit one parent
against the other in an attempt to obtain what they perceive
to be the best deal.

Obviously, you must do your best to avoid being
manipulated. Thirteen-year-olds tend to act on whim. God
help the world when they are able to take over families

This means: Stick to your guns. Don’t change the rules
to undercut dad in a bidding war for your son’s approval
This would be like paying a ransom to terrorists. You only
encourage more of the same and postpone the day you will
have to draw the line.

You might, however, work to improve your parenting.
Learning how to deal with your own stress and anger, how
to get a child to clean a room, and how to deal with
dawdling are all skills which can be developed

As children grow into adolescence, punishment works
less effectively to obtain results. There are better ways to
motivate children, better ways to get the job done

You might want to borrow or invest in a good book on
parenting. My favorite (other than our own books,
“WholeLife Parenting’” and ‘““The No-Stress Practical
Parent Book”’) is *“How to Parent’ (New York: Signet, 1971)
written by Fitzhugh Dodson

You say you have been divorced two years. The courts
are not likely to change custody at the impulsive request of
a 13-year-old who does not want to clean his room. If other
factors are going well enough, the courts generally follow
the maxim: If it isn’t broke, don’t fix it

If your husband does file for custody, you might counter
with a request for custody counseling. Most counselors will

work toward an arrangement where the parents are
supportive of a mutual effort rather than waiting in the
wings for the other parent to stumble

Finally, talk to your son. Let feelings settle a day or two

Then have a snack and a talk

Ask for his suggestions in improvi with mom
if you can writ room clean
acceptable to both what he may
penalties and punishment

See

Listen tc

Taking a ac
important in the growth ai boy
may not have been the best need
punishment, what aboi g ea

woodwork and washir
Parenting after divorce
countered one of them. Don

but meet with dad and lister

ur o

to improve your parenting skills. You can work this one out
(Addr estion n famil vin
answered in print to the Kennys, 219 W
Ind. 47978.)
1992 by Catholic News Service

SPECIAL PURCHASE
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37,095 _

Drivers Air Bag For Safety
“‘Bring in this ad for additional savings!""
— ALSO —
Over 100 Voyager Mini Vans in stock,

ONLY

A Special Invitation To Travel With:

Fr. Harold L. Knueven

Golf on the
Scottish Scene

9 exciting days in
Edinburgh, and
St. Andrews, Scotland
5 Rounds of golf on Scotland’s
Best courses including the Renown
“OLD COURSE”

Plenty of Leisure & Free Time
Romvarous May 6, 1992
$2,349 $2149

Inclusive — Golfers — Non-Golfers

Inclusive

LIMITED GROUP SIZE — RESERVE YOUR PLACE NOW!
RESPOND TODAY!
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. . I
Catholic Ceme eries !
13 I'roy Avenuc

Indianapolis, Indiana 46

Troy Avenue and Bluff
784-4439

West

“Serving the People of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis’’

MAUSOLEUM is an enduring structure of eternal serenity

Catholic community with the option of above

P ———————————

J NAME
1 AooRess
lony ST

g TELEPHONE ( )
-

» visit. Calvary Mausoleum provides the

ground entombment as an alternative

would like more information concerning mausoleum entombment [ ]
n receiving my FREE FAMILY PORTFOLIO

i am inter

i

1

ZIP. I
B e

4




Page 14

Th~ Criterion

January 24, 1992

Tle Active LinT

The Criterion welcomes announcements of parish and church
related activities for The Active List. Please keep them brief, listing
event, sponsor, date, time and location. No announcements will be
taken by telephone. No pictures, please. Notices must be in our offices
by 10 a.m. Monday the week of publication. Hand deliver or mail to:
The Criterion, The Active List, 1400 N. Meridian St., P.O. Box
1717, Indianapolis, Ind., 46206.

couples will be held at St. Joseph
Parish, Terre Haute. Call 812-232-
7011 for details

January-24-26

A Tobit Weekend for engaged
couples will be held at Fatma

Retreat House, 5353 E. 56th St. Wt
Call 317-545-7681 for details. Pro-Lifers will pray the rosary at
9:30 a.m. in front of the Clinic for
January 25 Women, 2951 E. 38th St

Our Lady Queen of Peace Med-
itation Prayer Group will gather
for an hour of meditatin,

-8-4-4
Scecina Alumni Association will

prayer and Medjugorje spiritu-
ality at 6 p.m. in St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish Center chapel,
46th and Illinois Sts.

R 244

A PreCana Day for engaged

sponsor its Annual Winter So-
cial from 8 p.m.-12 midnight in
the cafeteria. Raffle, dancing. $2
admission.

January 25-26
The annual Birthline Baby Show-

FREE CONSULTATION

BANKRUPTCY

STEPHEN CARTER, Attomey
— 317-464-8900 —

Personal/Business
Reorganization/ Liquidation

S\ Sherman and Armbruster, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

INCOME TAX PLANNING
AND
RETURN PREPARATION
« INDIVIDUAL + CORPORATIONS
« PARTNERSHIPS  + FIDUCIARIES

CALL US FOR A YEAR-END TAX PLANNING APPOINTMENT

Patrick A. Sherman, CPA  Martin J. Armbruster, CPA, CFP
Suzanne B. Scheele-Smock, CPA  Daniel G. O'Leary, CPA
Terri L. Benefiel, CPA  Gwen E. Ackerman  Ronda M. Egbert
Sally Ensey-Anderson  Larry R. Shelton, CNE

300 South Madison Avenue, Suite 300
Greenwood, Indiana 46142
(317) 881-6670

er will be held
throughout the archdiocese
Bring baby items or checks made
out to “ACCW Birthline.”

January 26

The Secular Franciscans will
meet at 3 p.m. at Sacred Heart
Chapel, 1530 Union St. Francis-
can Rosary recited 2:30 p.m
during Marian Devotions. Busi-
ness meeting and belated
““Christmas’ party follow

St. Monica Singles will hold a
Super Bowl Party at Ann's one
hour before kick-off. Bring
munchies to share. New mem-
bers welcome. Call 317-298-9049
for details.

.22

A Natural Family l’lanmngclass
will be held from 1:30-3:30

at St. Joseph Parish, 312 E.
High St., Corydon. Call 812-
732-4768 for details.

i
The Catholic Golden Age Club
will meet at 2 p.m. at the Cath-
olic Center, 1400 N. Meridian
St. New members welcome
Call 317-872-6047.

k:2-8:4

Sign Masses for the Deaf are
celebrated each Sun. in the follow-
ing churches: St. Thomas, Fort-
ville, 8 am.; St. Barmabas, 8300
Rahke Rd., 8:45 a.m.; St. Joan of
Arc, 42nd and Central, 10:30 a.m ;
Holy Spirit, 7243 E. 10th St., 10:30
am.; and St. Matthew, 4100 E.
56th St., 11:0a.m.

INDY — AMERICA
EXPEDITIONS 1992

Summer Programs
10-14 yrs. old
Travel camp,
10 day program
teaching
archaeology

& paleontology
150 W. Lyon Ave.
West Terre Haute
IN 47885
812-535-3222

in parishes |

ST. Mon

6131 N. Michigan

€St

;\\ ou\ o 9\‘

\ W7
J

ROCEEDS

For tickets or other information, please call: Tr

st
1CA Church

CAR RAFFLE & AUCTION
February 15, 1992
DINNER —

e
WNE 'gx'\:‘c‘\o“

Starts at 7:30 p.m.
— NEWS FLASH! —

/
S ERE L= [ Purchase of ticket entitles
Sair nica’s Auction & Drawing Dinnier for 2 pe mle
for the on fp‘ ruary 14
~ho T Catered by the Olive (mmwv
\‘ ,v <,.r evrolet (?:m lie and FREE Admission
od by Bil Este 4 . ‘
or the
119,000 Bolers — ADMISSION PRICE —
1. $500 ER PERSON
/ NCLUDE
Hors d'oeuvres, beer & wine
- A
7= e
i

= e
udy — 299-8151

Rd., Indianapolis, Indiana 46208
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BENEFIT ST. MONICA SCHOOL

| A Spanish Language Mass is |
| celebrated at 1:15 p.m. each

Sun. in St. Mary Church. 317 |

N. New Jersey St

o824
Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment is held from 1-6 p.m. each |
Sun. in St
4650 N. Shadeland Ave

January 27

Father Rick Ginther will present
““Jesus and the Early Church |
Community"” at 7:30 p.m. at St
Gabriel Parish, Connersville as
part of the Adult Faith Forma-
tion Series sponsored by Con-
nersville Deanery Board of Total

Catholic Education

2-3-4-4
An hour of prayer for peace and
justice is held each Mon. at 8
p-m. in St. Rita Church, 1733
Dr. Andrew |. Brown Ave

Benediction 9 p.m

January 28
An hour of prayer and devotion
to Jesus and Our Blessed Mother
is held each Tues. at 7 p.m. in St.
Mary Church, 317 N. New Jersey
St. Call 317-786-7517.
£

Storyteller Don Brocklage will
present ““Songs and Stories” at 8
p.m. in Room B106, Benet Hall,
St. Meinrad Seminary.

January 29
The Men’s Club of St. Roch
Parish, 3600 S. Meridian St. will
sponsor a Chili Supper from 5-
7:30 p.m. in the school cafe-
teria.

January 30
St. Mark Parish, 6047 S. East St
will sponsor a program on
““Your Questions and Answers
About Your Aging Parents’
from 79 p.m.

January 31
Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment for quiet prayer and re-
flection is held each Fri. from 7
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mass in St. La-

wrence Church, 4650 N. Shade- |.

land Ave.

January 31-February 2

A Married Couples Retreat will

Lawrence Chapel, |

[ ¢ 1992 Catholic

News Service

|

WA
© 1992 CNS Graphics

be held at Mount St. Francis
Retreat Center. Call 812-923-8817.

-2-23

A Men's Retreat on ”Heahng
Our Images of God” will be
conducted at Fatima Retreat
House, 5353 E. 56th St. Call
317-545-7681
1223

A Mixed Serenity Retreat for
men, women and couples will be
held at Fatima Retreat House,
5353 E. 56th St. Call 317-255-8135.

February 1
The Young Widowed Group will
ice skate at Ellenberger Park
skating rink from 7-9 p.m. Pizza
afterward. Call 317-236-15%.

Tty
Pro-Lifers will pray the rosary at
9:30 a.m. in front of the Clinic for
Women, 2951 E. 38th St.

Game Party at 6:30 p.m. Call

Marilyn 317-254-0703 for details.
T

Fatima devotions and a FIRE

chapter meeting will follow 8

a.m. Mass in St. Nicholas

Church, Sunman

:2-2-4

First Saturday devotions to the
Blessed Mother begin with 7 a.m.
Mass at St. Joan of Arc Church,
42nd and Central. Rosary, pro-
cession.
Rfetr

The World Apostolate of Fatima
(The Blue Army) will hold First
Saturday Holy Hour devotions at
2 p.m. in Little Flower Parish
Center chapel, 13th and Bosart.

-2-4-4
The Polish Century Club. will

hold its 5th annual Bigos (Hunt-
ers Stew) Dinner/Dance at 6

FREE 1992
TRAVEL SHOW

Travelodge exit 180
US 42 & I-75 and I-71
Florence, Kentucky

Sunday, Feb., 2nd
(2t04pm)
Motor Coach Tours
Call for FREE 1992 Catalog
STEWART TOURS

.m. at the Gun Club, 709 N.
llinois St. Reservations neces-
sary. Call 317-241-4650 or 317-
257-0124.

Catholic Alumni Club (CAC) will
hold a Chili Supper/Card and

“Qur Italian: Family
Cookbook’’

/ v\
SAL SAYS: ““Our ltalian Family Cookbook
contains over 200 authentic, casy 1o preparc
recipes, handed dow thru the gencrations
of our family and friends
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL.

255-1951
5+$3.00 Postage & Handling. ..

Our Halian Family Coskbook

.$12.95

will be shipped disetly to your home

$9.9!

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK O MONEY ORDER FOR $12.95 PAVABLE T0

“*Our Italian Cookbook”, 6118 N. Crittenden, Indpls., IN 46220
NAME _ = o
ADDRESS _

Ty e _STATE _2IP__ .

1-800-426-2316

o

-+ Let Pope
John Paul II’s
¥ Daily Message
Enrich Your Life,

For inspiration and guidance
hear Pope John Paul 11
deliver his daily message
from the Vatican

rting words from the

daily messages to the

T'he comf

Words of encouragemer

nd Peace

1-900-820-7673

cost of this call is $1.95 per minute

Dial
The
1 portion of which port the
Apostolic Mission of the P
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Ecumenical tensions show need for unity week

by Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Seroce.

VATICAN CITY—Ecumenical tensions and a gr 'wing
awareness of the need for Christian cooperatios. in
evangelization show the importance of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity, said Pope John Paul II and
several Vatican officials.

The past year brought some milestone events in
ecumenism, but ecumenical tensions—es; ially in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe—showed that relations among
Christians had not advanced as far as some had thought,
said the Vatican's top ecumenist.

Cardinal Edward 1. Cassidy, president of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity, said there is a
need “to build up that fundamental dialogue of love that
we had presumed to be much more profound than it has
proved to be.’

Cardinal Cassidy was the homilist at a Jan. 19 service
for the Jan. 18-25 prayer week. The service was sponsored
by Rome’s English-language churches: Catholic, Angli-
can, Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist and the Inter-
mnational Christian Fellowship.

During his Angelus talk earlier in the day, Pope John
Paul said the week of prayer responds ““to the desire of Jesus
himself"” that his followers be one.

“The urgent work of the new evangelization,” he
said, requires “all believers to be united in the profession
of faith in God, one and triune, and in the incarnated Son
of God, redeemer of humanity.”

“In these days, with perseverance, we raise our
unanimous prayer to the Lord Jesus, center of ecclesial
communion, begging for the gift of unity,” the Ppope said.

Cardinal Cassidy cited s;vera] international ecumenical

ings, prayer services and the particij tion of Orthodox,
Anglcoy m Protestant mpresenp mig:s in the special
Synod of Bishops on E , as reasons for rejoicing and
“‘proof of the progress that has been made."’
But the cardinal also recalled last year’s tensions between

Catholics and Orthodox in several countries of Central and
Eastern Europe, tensions that caused five Orthodox
churches to decline invitations to the synod.

In the former communist countries, he said, “freedom
returned, but not without chains . . . that hold back peoples
and nations from being truly free, from enjoying fully that
freedom which comes from Christ who has made us free,
the chains of memory of past struggles and all too often of
destruction and bloodshed."”

Several Orthodox churches have d concern

who are jobless and homeless. He called it a ““a socially
catastrophic condition.”’

Msgr. Kevin McDonald, an official at the Christian unity
coundil, said 1992 will bring the first meeting of Pope John Paul
Iland Anglican Archbishop George Carey of Canterbury, who
became head of the Anglican Communion last spring.

Writing in the Jan. 19 issue of L’Osservatore Romano, the
Vatican newspaper, Msgr. McDonald said, *‘personal
contacts create the climate in which the possibilities for

about the rebirth of Eastern-rite Catholic churches in their
countries and have accused the Catholics of proselytizing
in traditionally Orthodox territories.

Cardinal Cassidy told Catholic News Service that a date
had not yet been set for a meeting between Vatican and
Russian Orthodox officials, although plans were well under
way. Bishop Pierre Duprey, secretary of the unity council, at
anty!her Ja‘:n 19 megm 4 , said the Vatican-Orthodox
discussions, expected in late February, would seek to deal
with all outstanding questions.

The bishop said the discussions will begin with a
January 1990 Vatican-Orthodox agreement designed to

distril church to Easts i

build

P y B!
Catholics and Orthodox in Western Ukraine according to
the make-up of the local community.

The agreement was never put into Ppractice, and almost
all of the disputed churches have since become Ukrainian
Catholic parishes.

Bishop Duprey said that although the restitution of
Catholic churches was a matter of justice, the Russian
Orthodox hierarchy is now under great pressure from the
clergy who lived and worked in those parishes.

He said there are about 1,500 married Orthodox priests

llab and for common witness can emerge."’

Msgr. McDonald said the Vatican's response to the report
of the first Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission
was disappointing to those who wanted church endorsement
of the commission’s agreements on Eucharist, ministry and
ordination, and authority in the church.

““But it would be a pity if such reactions were allowed to
obscure the positive gains to be found in the restﬁome,” he
wrote. The amount of agreement resulting from the ongoing
Catholic-Anglican dialogue, he wrote, *‘is considerable.”’

Next world synod, in 1994,

to focus on religious life

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The next world Synod of
Bishops will be held in 1994 and will focus on religious life,
the Vatican announced.

The Jan. 17 aunouncement said Pope John Paul Il
decided the synod would take place in the fall of 1994 to
discuss the theme: ‘“The Consecrated Life and Its Role in the
Church and in the World.”

Executive Director

Part-time position available (20 hours per week) for
Executive Director for Caring Community, which
facilitates services for older adults in the Butler-
Tarkington and Meridian-Kessler neighborhoods.
This position was responsible to board comprised
of church and neighborhood citizens.

Job requires fund raising, management and
secretarial skills.

Please send resume’ and letter of interest to:
The Caring Community

4550 North Illinois Street
Indianapolis

Washington Park

(317) 898-6611

+ Game room

Highsmith

+ 152 guest rooms (king,
queen and standard sizes)

Sl * 2 two-room suites
10800 E. Washington * Conference and meeting rooms
Incianapolis, IN 48229 « Free Local Calls

Crypts - Graves . Momorials + Free Showtime and Cable

« In room Ist run movies
* Outside swimming pool

Rivers Edge Holel

The River’s Edge Hotel offers the following services and Jacilities
Jor the comfort and convenience of our guests.

#35 Paddlewheel

* Easy access to Interstate 65
Just off exit ramp #2
* Two minutes from Louisville
342 Eastern Boulevard
Clarksville, Indiana 47129

812-282-7511/1-800-876-8638

Floral

Indianapolis

Centering

Prayer Lecture
with

7:30 p.m.

in our lives

To be held at:

(317) 787-3287

.

Abbot Thomas Keating, ocso

Open to the public
Thursday, January 30, 1992
Silence — God'’s first language

Developing a habit of silence
Meeting God in the silent spaces

Our Lady of Grace Monastery Chapel
1402 Southern Avenue
Beech Grove, IN 46107

For information contact: Sr. Mary Margaret Funk, OSB J

AS’ERlI(EJ\/D — Visi =
MU « JERUSALEM o BETHLEHEM
925-6961 « NAZARETH
CRONIN/MARER/ « TIBERIAS « JERICHO
SPE WAY « HAIFA

March 10-20, 1992
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11-DAY

Rome Pilgrimage

Sponsored by: THE CRITERION
FROM INDIANAPOLIS

7,500

| would like to know more about your BIBLE LANDS & ROME PILGRIMAGE
Please send me additional information

arrenmion: John F

Land and

= TOUR PRICE INCLUDES: —
» Round-trip airfare from Indianapolis

» First Class hotels « Two meals a day
» Fully inclusive sightseeing
+ Audience with Pope John Paul II
* So inclusive that no extra expenses
for optional tours are necessary

TELEPHONE

STATE 2

P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206
Fink, Editor recernone: 317-236-1570
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Kids can be

pinball or video games |

by Mary Ann Wyand - |

Video games and pinball machines
appeal to kids in many countries, and in
recent years the game machines have
become popular forms of entertainment for
adolescents in both America and Europe

Half a world away, photographer James
L. Stanfield captured on film a behind-the-
scenes look at Vatican altar boys playing
pinball in a room above St. Peter’s sacristy
The photograph is included in a new
National Geographic Society picture book
called “Inside the Vatican.”

In this archdiocese, Catholic Youth
Organization officials said their free elec-
tronic video games at the CYO Youth
Center in Indianapolis continue to attract
teen-age challengers during breaks from
spirituality programs and retreats.

Cardinal Ritter High School seniors
participating in a recent retreat at the CYO
Youth Center described the games as fun
and | ing.

Ritter senior Jim Sulecki said he plays
video games for enjoyment and as a way
to relieve stress.

“I like the challenge,” he said. “It's a
fun distraction from school. They're deve-
loping more educational games so you can
learn stuff. I feel it's not wasting time, but
I'm sure other people—parents and teach-
ers—think it's a waste of time. It's a

hobby—an expensive hobby—but it's fun.””
Retreat volunteer Angie Keers, a Ritter
graduate, said she doesn’t play video

PINBALL WIZARDS—Vatican altar boys take turns at the pinball machine in a room above
St. Peter's sacristy in this photograph from “Inside the Vatican,” a new National
Geographic Society book. The picture book, with text to be published in 10 languages,

ides an inside look at the daily life of Vatican residents. (CNS photo by James L.
Stanfield, copyright 1991, National Geographic Society)

kids with

games because of the cost. “I just never
have the opportunity,”” she said, “‘and it
costs money. I try to scrimp and save as
much as I can.’

Angie said playing video games is “‘kind
of a guy thing to do.””

Ritter senior David Bullock said he
plays video games ““to pass the time’’
and because the games are fun

“It's good recreation,”” he said. “It
keeps you out of trouble. It’s just some-
thing to do. I play Nintendo at home every
day. 1 probably spend about five hours a
week playing video games.”’

David said the hobby is a nice
distraction from his responsibilities at
school and at his part-time job.

Ritter foreign exchange student Bent
Richter said he likes to play video games
with his friends in Germany.

“I have a little computer,”” he said.
“The friends I have play video games
It's good entertainment. It’s fun to play
and it’s a kind of challenge. There are a
lot of different games.””

Bent said he likes the flight simulator
games, especially the World War aviation
games. I also like the games with the
little man jumping around.”’

Indiana State Universil h Jeff

VIDEO CHALLENGERS—Cardinal Ritter High Scnool seniors Jim Sulecki ind Joyce

Nelson try

to beat one of the electronic video games at the Catholic Youth

Organization’s Youth Center in Indianapolis during a break from senior retreat
programming there. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)

Today’s teen-agers think
they face more pressures

Sadlowski, a Ritter grad\lxater and retreat
volunteer, said most adults probably think
video games are a waste of time.

““But you might as well waste time while
you're young,” he said, “because you
don’t have time when you get older. I'm
finding that out at school and at work.”

by Cindy Russell

Sometimes parents don’t realize the
amount of pressure that their teen-igers
are undergoing.

Many parents have noticed, however,
how much times have changed from way
back when they were teen-agers.

At that time, Cardinal Ritter” High
School junior Milli Bordenkecker said,
“People did not have to lock their doors
at night, and it was much easier to get
into college.””

Today’s teens are faced with the
pressures of harder school work, the
difficulty of getting accepted into a good
college, and the growing competition in
athletics.

They are also faced with a drastic
increase in crime rates, prejudice, and
parental and peer pressure concerning
sex, drugs, alcohol, grades, and jobs.

“College is expected now,”” Ritter
sophomore Barbara Sauer explained.
“Everybody who's somebody goes. Plus
we have to worry about sports and
grades, and still are expected to have a
social life. I think we have more pressure
than our parents used to have.”’

How do the parents of today’s teens
feel about the pressure on their sons and
daughters compared to the pressure they
used to have as teen-agers?

One parent of a teen-age daughter
recalled, “College wasn't a requirement

to get a good job. Grades were not as
important. There was definitely not as
much drugs or crime, and the word ‘sex’
was not associated with ‘disease.”

Parental understanding of teen pres-
sure is attributed to experience. All adults
had to go through their teen-age years in
order to grow up. But teens want to
know, ‘‘Has the pressure on us changed
as much as time has?”’

Ritter freshman Amanda Zirnheld said
she believes that, “Our parents went
through the same things we do. Teen-agers
think their parents were never young."”

Although everyone holds a different
opinion about whether or not the teen-
agers of ' s generation are faced with
more pressure, the rising percentages of
teen-age pregnancy, teen-age suicide,
and teen-age alcohol and drug use are
proving that teens definitely lead more
stressful lives than their parents lead.

This is a problem that each teen-ager
and his or her parents have to deal with
together.

A parent of a Ritter student offers a kind
and hopeful suggestion.

““Parents can encourage their teens and
give them love,” the parent explained.
“Talk to them and be interested in them.
Teach them right from wrong. Teen-agers
can say no to some of their pressures if they
know they have people behind them."”

(Cardinal Ritter High School junior Cindy
Russell is a member of St. Michael Parish in
Indianapolis.)

God’s grace

bTCiTns'lupher Carstens
CethiiaHexrs 56

Have you ever noticed that sometimes |
things don’t work out the way you
thought they would?

My son Adrian and I had Sunday
evening all planned. We would get a lot
of work done and have a jump on
Monday morning. We might sneak an
hour to watch ““Murder She Wrote,’’ but
other than that, it was all homework and

business. At least that was the plan

But while Adrian was making dinner,
he cut his hand. It wasn’t a serious cut
but it was a nasty sort of thing that
sometimes needs a stitch or two. We

wrapped the hand, and he and | headed
for the emergency room

We ended up
what with waiting to check in, then waiting
to be called, and finally waiting for the

ing two hours there

doctor to come. She gave his hand a quick

look, cleaned it and sent him home with a

bandage and a tetanus shot. Fortunately,

he didn’t need any stitches

It turned out to be a special evening ’
|
|

Really!

Adrian and I both had been terribly
busy, and each had taken on a bit of
grumpiness that comes with having too
muth on your mind

But while driving down to the emer-
gency room we found ourselves with time
to talk. And while we were stuck waiting at
the hospital, we joked with the nurses and
privately shared our observations about the
people there

A man in his 30s was slowly reading the
Sunday comics to his wife. She was really
enjoying the jokes. I thought it was odd
but Adnan figured it out. He saw that the
wifé, in a gentle and loving way, was
helping her husband learn to read

When we got home, it was too late for

real dinner so I threw on some bacon and
eggs. After we ate, we both went up to his
room and kept talking and listened to old
jazz records while we worked on our
projects.

Like I said, except for the part about
Adrian getting that cut, it was a really
great evening. It wasn’'t what we ex-
pected, but it gave us a chance for
closeness we hadn’t had in a while

It’s natural to make plans. In fact, it's a
good idea. If you don’t make plans you
spend a lot of time floating around aimlessly

But problems arise when we take our
plans too seriously. We decide in advance
exactly what should happen, and when it
doesn’t work our that way we make
ourselves miserable

God is no respecter of human plan
Real life rarely progresses as smoothly as
we would like. One of the central keys tc
human happiness is the ability to change
your plans to fit changing reality

|

is often evident in unexpected events

Much of the texture and richness of
human life comes in exactly where our
plans get all balled up. The lives of great
women and men are often defined at
points where their carefully drawn plans
ran head-on into something entirely
unexpected

Christopher Columbus was looking for
a path to the Spice Islands when he
stumbled across the New World

Alexander Graham Bell was working on
an amplifying device for the deaf when he
accidentally created the telephone.

Mother Teresa was working as a teacher
for wealthy girls in India when she could
no longet turn her eyes from the human
struggles surrounding the islands of Privi-
lege in Calcutta’s sea of poverty.

Sometimes you do what you have
planned. But God’s grace is often most
evident when vou have to do something
else—like drive to the hospital on Sunday
night 5
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CYO offers a variety of retreats for teen-agers

Upcoming Catholic Youth Organization retreat pro-
grams at the CYO Youth Center in Indianapolis include
the Quest Retreat for freshmen and sophomores on Feb
14-15, the Christian Awakening Retreat for seniors on
Feb. 20-23, and Search Retreats for juniors and seniors on
March 6-¢ and March 27-29

Goals, visions and objectives of CYO retreat programs
are to help tee ers experience Jesus as real, vibrant and
alive in their everyday life, to experience the paschal
mystery, Christ’s death and resurrection, through a living
church, and to enable youth to journey toward a strong
self-identify within the context of a Christian community.

Retreat workshops also provide skills for youth to create
stronger bonds of friendship between family and friends as
well as opportunities to experience true Christian commun-
ity trough loving, sharing and ministering by being one in
mind and heart.

For regis P the CYO Youth
Center at 317-632-9311
e

There is still time to register for the New Albany
Deanery’s Mid-Winter Youth Rally scheduled Feb. 1-2 at
the Quality Inn Lakeview in Clarksville.

The retreat is billed as ‘an opportunity for young people
to gather for a weekend of fun, food and entertainment.”
Adult youth group leaders are also encouraged to attend the
two-day event.

The theme for the weekend is ““Keep On Dancing.”
Workshops will focus on relationships and ways that
teen-agers relate to friends, family and the church.

study the workings of the federal government with other
student leaders from each state. The week features
opportunities for a first-hand exploration of the
democratic process during workshops marking the 30th
anniversary of the youth program

Funded by the William Randolph Hearst Foundation, the
program is designed to acquaint students with the workings
of the United States Senate and the federal government

The award incdludes a $2,000 scholarship and an
opportunity to work in the offices of Indiana senators
Richard Lugar and Dan Coats.

Brebeuf Preparatory School senior Katie Sullivan of
Indianapolis earned first-place honors in the Marion County
district competition of the Indiana Conservation Speech
Contest.

Katie will compete in the area competition on Feb. 19 at
Danville. The winner of that competition advances to the

| state finals on April 3 at Franklin College
2:8-8-1

Cathedral High School’s wrestling team enjoyed
celebrating the school’s 11th city title in 12 years.

Coach Lance Rhodes surpassed his 250th victory this
season, which puts him in fifth-place on the state’s all-time
win list for wrestling coaches.

2331

Brebeuf F y School in Indianapol
entrance examinations on Feb. 8 and March 14

For additional information, contact the Jesuit college

will offer

Registrations are due by Jan. 29. A $40 fee per
person covers lodging, food and entertainment. For
additional information, contact Dan Endris at the Aquinas
Center at 812-945-0354.

1335

Eight Brebeuf Preparatory School students from Indiana-
polis are recipients of Reader’s Digest Endowed Scholar-
shij

This year’s winners are Courtney Bowman-Padula, Jason
Compton, Maisha DeMar, Kathryn Kothe, Judith Kralik,
Katherine Kurek, Corrie Martin and Grace Robinson.

8.2

Roncalli High School student Ruth Black of Indianapolis
was recently selected as an Indiana delegate to the U.S.
Senate Youth Program in Washington, D.C.

Ruth will spend Feb. 1-8 in the nation’s capital to

PHILLIP STEWART

Attorney at Law
We'll FIGHT for your rights!
800-333-4344

— CALL TODAY FOR A FREE

tory school at 317-872-7050
R:2-2-4

Our Lady of Providence High School students will
present The Mystery of Edwin Drood, a solve-it-yoursc'f
murder mystery, as their spring musical.

Auditions were held Jan. 8, and tickets go on sale in
mid-February. The gala opening night performance is April
3, with other performances to be announced at a later date.

For ticket information, telephone the school office at
812-945-2538

prep

£33
Does Jesus exist in Jeffersonville? Are there any visible
signs in the city that remind you of God? Are there places in
Jeffersonville that you feel especially close to your creator
and/or savior?
These are questions that members of the St. Augustine

| Parish senior high Faith Formation Class asked themselves
| during a recent Sunday night session

Going along with the theme of Epiphany, the senior high
youth searched the city for signs of the new-born king, Jesus
of Nazareth

To begin the search, the group divided into two parties
and headed different directions with video cameras to
record any sightings

Jennifer Ott took her party to Falls City Electric in order
to show the teens that, ““The light reminds me of Jesus
because he is the light of the world.”

Stephen Weber took his group to his own home, where
he shared copies of The Bible, other books, and a rosary that
reminded him of Jesus and God

iy

Our Lady of Lourdes parishioner Amanda Kiefner of
Indianapolis recently won the Indianapolis Public Schools
Athletic Conference Swim Meet in the breast-stroke and
butterfly events.

She also was named the most valuable member of the
Howe High School swim team for the third year in a row.

R

Nationally-known youth ministry expert Bob McCarty
will offer a youth ministry leadership workshop on Feb. 15
in the New Albany Deanery.

For registration i phone the youth
office at the Aquinas Center at 812-945-0354

- 2-214

Youth group members from St. Augustine Parish in
Jeffersonville will host the New Albany Deanery’s
monthly youth Mass and dance on Jan. 26. The youth
Mass begins at 6 p.m.

frtedr

Scecina Memorial High School students enrolled in Ott
Hurrle’s senior government classes have debated a variety
of moral issues this year at the Indianapolis East Deanery
nterparochial high school.

Topics included censorship, euthanasia, capital punish-
ment, gun control, and school searches.

P22

Youth Organization’s 35th annual
Conference April 1112 at Roncalli High School in Indi-
| anapolis. Telephone the CYO office at 317-632-9311 for
registration formation.

| Magic and comedy will be featured during the Catholic
1 Archdiocesan Youth

Memorial Park

Cemetery

(317) 898-4462

9350 East Washington Street

Indians 46229
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+Rest in Peace

(The Criterion requests death
notices from parishes and/or in- |
dividuals. Please submit them in |
writing to our office by 10 am. |
Monday the week of publication
Always state the date of death
Obituaries of archdiocesan priests, |
their parents and religious sisters |
serving in our archdiocese are |
listed elsewhere in The Criterion. |
Order priests and brothers are |
included here, unless they are |
natives of the archdiocese or have
other connections to it.)

+ ADAMS, Aireka Nicole, l'l‘
days, St. Patrick, Indianapolis,

Jan. 7. Daughter of John W. and
Angel L. (Davis); sister of Alyson |
L., granddaughter of Larry and |
Teresa Davis, John and Theresa; |
of Jim and

tBAKER, William E., 69, St |
Patrick, Indianapolis, Dec. 26
Husband of Evelyn M. (Green);

| + CALES, Donald R.,

ger, Margaret Beineke,
Golda. Wilkerson, “Esther Ray-
burn, Elmalee Barr, Sarah Taskey
and Opal Speck; grandmother of |
nine; great-grandmother of 13.
70, St. |
Joan of Arc, Indianapolis, Jan. |

father of John L., Gregory A., | 11. Husband of Rita; father of

William E. Jr., Charles D., Walter | Donald T., Robert D Ronald |

L., Michael E. and Richard L; | E., Michael J., Richard J. and

tmothee sl Waltex L, and 1da U | Débes Asn; brother of Edwia |
of 15; great of two.

father of three

+ BATTA, Howard F., 69, St
Patrick, Indianapolis, Jan. 10.
Husband of Elizabeth M ; father
of Kevin H., Charlene E. Murel-
| 1o, Joann M. Dickey and Cath-
erine M.; brother of Richard
Arnold, Bernard Jr., Delores
Hoffbauer, Florence Heinrich,
Leona Weiler, Dorothy Roell
Viola Westrich and Annabel |
Suttmiller; ),randfalher of four; ‘

&yivia’ Davis, Delta Sadowsky, of o0e ‘
Betty Britt and Estelle; great- if!AuRLEY Myrtle R., 74, St
Ambrose, Seymour, Jan. 5.

great-granddaughter of Anna
Mildre:

+ CLARK, Marie Butler, 92, St
Patrick, Indianapolis, Jan. 11
Mother of John J. Jr. and Mary
Helen; grandmother of three;
great-grandmother of four

+ CORSARO, Julia, 78, St. La
wrence, Indianapolis, Dec. 28
Mother of Maria Hall and Tina
Heugel; grandmother of two;
great-grandmother of two |

t CRONIN, Teresa Nora, 54, |
Holy Spirit, Indianapolis, Jan. |
6. Wife of James Sr.; mother of |
Karen Blanchard, Donna Stise, |

chard Gallagher; grandmother
of seven

| + DEARDORF, Rose A., 87,
Holy Spirit, Indianapolis, Jan
12. Wife of Eugene ].; mother of
Mary J. Kenney, Patricia Grady
and John E.; grandmother of
18; great-grandmother of 20.

+ DUNN, Samantha Kristina,
one day, Holy Spirit, Indi-
anapolis, Jan. 9. Daughter of
Charles B. and Jean (Adams),

sister of Katie Marie and Ken- |

neth Bradley; granddaughter of
Charles and Mary, and Robert
and Jerry Adams.

+ FIRSICH, Thelma P., 83, St
Joseph, Shelbyville, Jan. 8

| Mother of Virginia McDowell

and Patricia Koby; grandmother
of five; great-grandmother of
seven

+ FREUND, John Walter, 50, St
Christopher, Indianapolis, Jan
12. Cousin of Louise Faust

+ GALLAGHER, Clara E., 90,

| j— 3

Silcox, Ruby Britt
and Thelma Hopkins

Mother of Diane Blevins .md}
Nancy Bevers; sister of John | Joan Whitaker, James and Ri- |

James Jr. and Michael; sister of | Christ the King, Indianapolis,

Jan. 9. Mother of Joseph, Ri-
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Mortgage Rate
Update

To obtain the lowest mortgage rate available you must
contact a direct correspondent

A phone call will provide you information about

1 5 Year fixed rates at 7 7 5%
30 Year fixed rates at 800%

Contact Majestic Mortage for a free consultation
We will qualify and quote a program designed for
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| chard, J. Daniel, Kathryn

Raichlen, E. Irene Woolen and
Mary Lynn; sister of Emma

| Cord and Mary Kelly; grand-

| mother of 23; great-grand-
mother of 30,

+ GLOTZBACH, Edith M., 7'
Holy Family, New Albany, Jan
10. Wife of Bernard A.; mother of
| Bernard ], Tom, Larry, Steve,
| Paul, Rick, David, Janet Zoeller.
Cathy Kruer, Mary Wright, Caro-
lyn Olds, Rosalee Flanigan and
Judy Grant, sister of Henry
Seacat; grandmother of 26; great-
grandmother of three.

+ HALLETT, Frances E., 77
Christ the King, Paoli, Jan. 8

| Thomas, and Joanne Hamilton;
sister of Henry Fischer; grand
mother of five; stepgrand-
| mother of three

| + HITZELBERGER, Louie B.
| Jr., 51, St. Patrick, Indianapolis,

Jan. 4. Fiance of Mary Bablone;
brother of George, Janie
Roberts, Muriel Richards and
Rosemary Bleeke.

+ JENNINGS, Catherine (Beam),
74, St. Anthony of Padua,
Clarksville, Jan. 9. Wife of
James W.; mother of J. Gre-
gory, Rebecca ]. Gardner,
Kathy J. Wells and Janice K.
Poloetner; sister of Thomas
Mitchell Beam and Margaret R
Rapier; grandmother of three.

+ JORDAN, Bertha (Greiner),
95, Our Lady of Lourdes, Indi-
anapolis, Jan. 14. Mother of
Thomas; sister of Ted Greiner;
grandmother of 12; great-
grandmother of 16.

+ KLENE, Marcella A. Sally,
59, St. Barnabas, Indianapolis,
Jan. 1. Wife of Carl G.; mother
of Christine, David G., James
E., Thomas W., Stephen P. and
Daniel W.; sister of Virginia
Enzringer, Alberta Giltz and
Deloris Spritsky, grandmother
of 10.

+ LAMPPERT, Martha B., 93,
St. Nicholas, Sunman, Jan. 2
Mother of Robert, Alvin, Jo-
seph, and Virginia Mehlon; sis-
ter of Robert and Matilda
Richle, Ida Lamppert, Clara
Kreger, Eleanor Meyer and
Frances Retzner;, grandmother
of 17; great-grandmother of 34.

+ LAMPPERT, Robert, 90, s«
Nicholas, Sunman, Jan.
Husband of Elizabeth; father 0[
Anthony, Frank, Anna Snyder
and Clara Clark; brother of Ida
Lamppert, Clara  Kreger,
Matilda, Eleanor Meyer and
Frances Retzner; grandfather of
two.

+ LEE, James K., 69, St. Jude
Indianapolis, Jan. 9. Husband
of Fay (Hinds); father of Bar-
bara Jo Opdyke; stepfather of
Gil, Gary and Dallas Ellis;
brother of Joseph Max; grand-
father of 11; great-grandfather
of two.

1 LOGAN, Margaret B
Bramblet, 76, Little Hower, In
dianapolis, Jan. 11. Mother of
| Daniel J., Michael B., Dennis
‘/\, Patricia P. Browne and
| Kathleen M. Cabell; sister of
| Phyllis Keesling and Barbara
iR:ddh-. grandmother of 13;
|

great-grandmother of five

¢ | Dec

Wife of Dr. Torrence; mother of |

| + LUCKETT, Helen (Monroe),

89, St. Mary, Madison, Jan. 12
Mother of Faye Hopper and
Danna C. Winn.

| t MAY, Eugene Edward, 70, St.
| Christopher, Indianapolis, Jan
| 6. Father of Stephen ], and
| Jean Stephanoff; grandfather of

| six

| + MAZZEI, Joseph, 47, St
Christopher, Indianapolis, Jan
12. Husband of Judy (Komar);
father of Laura and Brian

+ MOORE, William B. Sr., 78
St. Lawrence, Indianapolis
24 Husband of Edyth;
father of D. Leon, William B
Jr. Margaret I. Sanders, Anna
M Caudill and Carole |. Po-
land; brother of Herman,
Leonard, Freda Ayers and Mar-
garet Bays; grandfather of 16;
great-grandfather of 19

+ NEENAN, Elizabeth L., 85,
Holy Spirit, Indianapolis, Jan
11. Mother of Gertrude A. Jar-
vis; sister of Pearletta Hitchell;
grandmother of three; great-
grandmother of five; great-
great-grandmother of two.

+OTTO, Lucas T., 80, St
Meinrad, St. Meinrad, Jan. 10.
Brother of Robert; half-brother
of Leo, Edwina Seaton and
Mary Sander.

+ REARDON, Thomas A.,

83, St. Lawrence, Indianapolis,
Jan. 6. Husband of Guyulla
(Keithly); father of Terry; grand-
father of one, great-grandfather
of four.
+ RUDOLF, Christina Rosella,
65, St. Patrick, Indianapolis,
Jan. 5. Mother of Vicki R.
Moore, Robert G., Ray D. and
Leon A; sister of Roy and Bud
Rouse, and Lucille Barmeister;
grandmother of seven; great-
grandmother of six.

+ SCHMIDT, James E., 68, St
Michael, Madison, Jar. 12.
Father of Kay Witt, Rhonda
King, Jennifer Semenza, James
E. and Bobby; brother of Julius,
Donald J., Margaret Ellis, Lillian
Ward, Virginia Barnaby, Jean
Ferguson, Dorothy Schirmer,
Edna Sullivan and Mickey Ellis.

| + SMITH, Marguerite (Livers),
89, St. James the Greater, Indi
anapolis, Jan. 10. Mother of
Beverly Moore; sister of Frances
Alsip, Benedictine Sister Mary
Benedict Livers, Helen Smith
and Oneida Livers; grandmother
of three; stepgrandmother of
three; great-grandmother of five.

+ STEIGERWALD, Charles
James, 71, St. Lawrence, La-
wrenceburg, Jan. 15. Husband
of Mary Ann; father of David,
and Ann Peppin; brother of
Larry; grandfather of four.

+ STEPHANUS, George R., 74,
St. Michael, Madison, Jan. 11
Brother of Bertha Requet.

+ STEVENS, James G., 62, St.
Lawrence, Indianapolis, Dec.
30. Husband of Phyllis (Scully);
father of Vicki M., Sheri A
Jeffers, James G. Il and Thomas
L.; brother of William H., and
Joann Costello; grandfather of
four

Fr. Kirkhoff’s mother, Rose, dies

Rose M. Kirkhoff, mother of
Father Gerald J. Kirkhoff, died
in Indianapolis on Jan. 18 at the
age of 89. Her funeral Mass was

held Jan. 22 in Little Flower
Church, of which she was a
member

The former Rose McHugh

was a clerk in the Center Town
ship assessor’s office for 15 years
retiring in 1975. She had been a

Democratic precinct committee-
woman for 20 years.

Mrs. Kirkhoff v-as the widow
of Edward . Kirknoff. In addition
to Father Kirkhoff, who is pastor
| of St. Jude Parish in Indianapolis,
| she is survived by another son,

Robert E., and a daughter, Joan
| K. Leuchat. She is also survived
| by a sister, Kathryn Pranger, five
| grandchildren and one  great-

grandchild

Carl Atkinis was fa

Carl R. Atkins, 63, father of
Father Daniel Atkins, died Jan. 16

The funeral liturgy was cele-
brated at 11 am. Jan. 20 at St
Mary of the Knobs Church
Floyds Knobs

Atkins' son Daniel is priest
minister at St. Catherine and St
James churches and chaplain at
Roncalli High School in Indi
anapolis

Mr. Atkins was a retired

postal dlerk and chief of the

ther of Fr. Dan

Lafayette Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, with 30 years service

Carl Atkins is survived by his
wife, the former Ma ]
Darneal. Besides Father Dan, twu
sons, Tom and Rick Atkins, and
two daughters, Jacqueline Vetter
and Carla Patterson, survive.

Mr. Atkins also leaves three
brothers, Raymond, Larry and
David Atkins, all living in
Floyds Knobs, and seven
grandchildren
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Bishops warn against making
feeding withdrawal the norm

Ca News
WASHINGTON—Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops said the

withdrawal of nutrition and hydration to patients should be

seen as “‘exceptions and should not be made into the rule

In a joint statement, the bishops said, “‘We find no
moral problem in the withdrawing even of nutrition and
hydration from the patient if the supplying of
futile or excessively burdensome

They added, “It is morally wrong, however
these extreme cases and make them the norm for all cases
of persistent vegetative state patients In such cases
their removal is tantamount to passive euthanasia killing
by omission.’

The 34-page statement, *’Nutrition and Hydration: Moral
Considerations,* was dated Dec. 12 and released Jan. 14 by
the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference in Harrisburg, Pa

The same week, Bishop William H. Bullock of Des
Moines, Towa, issued a pastoral letter on euthanasia in
which he said, “The alleged ‘right to die” is a fundamental
abuse of human freedom.””

The Pennsylvania bishops noted that the issue of feeding
withdrawal “'has not yet been explicitly dealt with by the | {oly
See. That simple fact, however, does not mean that the faithful
are free to act as though there were no guidelines at all.”"

They focused much of their attention on patients in a

i getative state, y referred to as PVS,

PVS patients’ brain stems are “‘still functioning’ but not
that portion of the brain “which is responsible for those
activities that we recognize as specifically human, ” they said

*“The person in PVS is definitely not dead,”” the bishops
said. ““Medical practitioners—who certainly ought to know
better”’—often use the term “‘brain dead’"'to describe PVS
patients, they added. “‘That is simply not the case.”’

The bishops said, “The PVS "patient is alive, but
unconscious and, therefore, unable to take nourishment
without assistance. It is clearly not a question of deciding to
stop treatment because the patient has died.”

e ioned against the that the
feeding procedure itself induces pain sufficient to warrant its
discontinuance. “‘That question,”” the bishops said, “re-

them is

to take

PRINCIPAL
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FT. WAYNE, INDIANA

St. Charles School is a suburban school located on the north
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And while one
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become the source of a de
someone else,” they said

Archbishops signing the statement were Cardinal
Anthony J. Bevilacqua of Philadelphia and Archbishops
Thomas V. Dolinay of the Ruthenian Archdiocese of
Pittsburgh and Stephen Sulyk of the Byzantine Archdiocese
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pastoral, ‘Moral Provision Regarding Euthanasia
Bishop Bullock said

waess of homicide s not softened by changing the

lical Assistance to the Dying
The har
word to ‘'mercy killing* Nor is the horror of suicide obscured
by simply calling it ‘death by choie
He said the judgment about patients’ quality of life “'is a
judgment we have no night to make. Hence, it 1s euthanasia
not only to kill them directly. but also to omit appropriate
medical or nursing care proportionate to their need

Vatican paper says war

by John Thavis
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY-On the anniversary of the start of
the U.S-led military offensive, the Persian Gult War
appears ‘‘more than ever a defeat’” {or everyone because
the problems that caused it remain, said the Vatican
newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano

The newspaper, in a front-page editorial Jan. 19, said
the Gulf war had demonstrated once again that military
solutions are “primitive’” answers that only perpetuate

political problems.
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was defeat for everyone

The “victors” of the war, it said, have to ook back on
the disproportion  between the military  technology
employed and the political results obtained

While the oil wells —the “real motive” for the
war—have been returned to their rightful owners, “‘no
one can atfirm that in this geo-political area the space for
freedom and democracy has grown,” it said

The article noted that the so-called “losers” of the war
remain in political control, and that relations between
states in the region remain dangerous

S0 AUs true: war is always a deteat, today just as
yesterday  Once again it failed to resolve even the
problems that caused it it said.
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Fr. Hesburgh sees optimism,
obstacles in Salvador’s accord

hy Charles Wood

Catholic News Service

NOTRE DAME, Ind.—Holy Cross Father Theodore
Hesburgh, mentor and close friend of the late president
of El Salvador and one-time U.S. observer of critical
Salvadoran elections, said the newly signed peace
accords in El Salvador give good reason for optimism
about that country’s future.

But they face the same obstacles which President jose
Napoleon Duarte often said plagued his efforts toward
peace, the priest added

Father Hesburgh, president emeritus of the University of
Notre Dame, spoke to Catholic News Service Jan. 16, the
day on which the Salvadoran government and leftist rebels
signed peace accords officially ending 12 years of civil war.

Among the many books and mementos on his office
shelves, Father Hesburgh keeps a photograph of
Duarte—who died in 1990—and his wife.

“‘Duarte always told me, ‘The problem with this country
is we have a culture of violence, and we do not have an
independent, respected judiciary that is free of influence
from wealth, power and threats against their lives and the
lives of their families,” * Father Hesburgh said

These crucial problems must still be dealt with by El
Salvadorans and all concerned people who wish to see the
peace pact last in that country, he said
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A member of the U.S. delegation that monitored

elections for El Salvador’s national assembly in 1982, Father
Hesburgh visited the country during a trip to Central
America over Christmas time

He told CNS that during that trip he attended a series of

PEACE ARRIVES—A father and his daughter walk
through Civic Plaza in downtown San Salvador Jan. 16
during a celebration marking the arrival of peace in El
Salvador. Banners hang from scaffolding at the city’s main
cathedral. (CNS photo from Reuters)

meetings at which Honduran President Rafael Leonardo
Callejas announced a major economic accord among several
Central American nations, including El Salvador

Today’s peace accord can be seen in the context of
the prospects rising from that economic agreement
because the heart of peace in that region is economic
stability within and among the nations of Central
America,”” said Father Hesburgh

He added that in his ongoing contacts with business
and political leaders in the region—some of whom are
Notre Dame alumni—he has often told them that

economic union is much easier to achieve than political
accord and that, in turn, economic justice and stability
lead to political and social stability.”

The peace accords ‘‘must be seen not just in the context
of hopes that the two sides will stop shooting each
other—and those caught in the middle—but as a necessary
ingredient in a larger process of establishing economic,
social and political order in the whole region, " he said

Father Hesburgh praised Callejas for exhibiting “the
kind of strong vision and leadership skills required to create
peaceful, just societies in Central America

He was reminded of how difficult a task it will be to
overcome self-interest in the status quo at a state dinner
during his recent Central America trip when “a ve
influential businessman from El Salvador told President
Callejas he would not support the economic accord
because he could not see anything that Salvadoran
business would get out of it.”

I spoke up publicly to that man and told him he was
dead wrong for taking such a short-sighted stance built
on personal interest and that people like him have to get
behind the positive vision and leadership of people like
President Callejas,”” Father Hesburgh said.

“Let's hoge and pray that such leadership gets a
chance in El Salvador so that after more than 10 years of
civil war, this new peace holds and builds,”” he added.
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DIRECTOR OF
YOUTH MINISTRY

Newly created Indianapolis Arch-
diocesan Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries seeks first director.
Position begins July 1, 1992

— For information and application, contact: —
Rev. Robert J. Gilday
P.O. Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 46206
(317) 236-1460
— Application deadline February 29, 1992 —
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