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FROM THE EDITOR 

by John F. Fink 

The Catholic Church has always taught that the 

Christian faith predates the Gospels and it was the church 
that produced the New Testament, not vice versa. It also 
teaches that the Gospels were never meant to be either 
history or biography. To properly 
understand the stories in the Gospels - 
we have to understand why the 
evangelists wrote them 

I bring this up in this, our Christmas 
issue, because some people delight in 
pointing out the discrepancies in the 
two Infancy Gospels, those of Matthew 
and Luke (Mark and John begin with 
Jesus’ public life) 

For example, in Matthew's Gospel, 
Mary and Joseph lived in com ff 
and had a house there, whereas Luke says oe lived in 

Nazareth and came to Bethlehem to register in a census. 
Luke tells us that, after Jesus was born in a stable, he was 

circumcised after eight days, was presented in the Temple 
after 40 days, and then the family immediately returned to 
Nazareth. Matthew, though, tells us that they lived in 
Bethlehem until the magi visited and then fled to Egypt to 
escape Herod. After Herod’s death, they were afraid to 
return to Bethlehem, so they moved to Nazareth 

PERHAPS MOST OF us interweave the two Gospels 
in our minds, accepting parts of Luke and parts of 
Matthew. We think of Mary and Joseph coming from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem for the census (although 
historians can find no such census by Caesar Augustus), 
and then staying for the circumcision and presentation 
in the Temple, all from Luke. But then we pick up 
Matthew’s stories of the visit of the magi, the escape 
into Egypt and the slaughter of the innocents. 
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How we should read the Infancy Gospels 
Why the discrepancies? Because Matthew and Luke 

were telling stories about the birth of Jesus that had come 
down to them through the years. They were writing 75 to 
8) years after the birth of Jesus, so there were no 
eyewitnesses. These stories had come down to them from 
the earliest Christians. They simply told different stories 
because they were writing for different readers and they 
wanted to make different points about who Jesus was. 

The two Gospels do, however, 
Scripture scholar Sulpician Father Raymond E. Brown 
calls “the most important points.’ In his book 
“Responses to 101 Questions on the Bible,’ Father 

Brown points out these agreements: 
“Both have an annunciation of the future greatness of | 

the child (to Mary in Luke and to Joseph in Matthew), 
before the child’s birth. That means they both agree on a | 
providential divine preparation and, indeed, on a 
revelation. Both agree that the child was conceived 
without a human father—the astounding claim for the 

| Septet conception. Both agree that the child was of the 
House of David through the Davidic heritage of Joseph, 
and both agree that the birth took place in the city of 
Bethlehem. Both agree that ultimately the family went to 
settle in Nazareth. These are very important agreements.”’ 

WE MUST UNDERSTAND what the authors intended 
when they wrote. Matthew wrote to the Jews and wanted 
to make the point that the coming of Jesus was the climax 

of Israel's history, and his conception, birth and childhood 
were the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. He 
started his Gospel with Jesus’ geneology (so did Luke and 
his is considerably different from Matthew's). 

The stories of Joseph’s dreams remind us of the Old 
Testament’s Joseph who took the Israelites into Egypt, just 

| as Jesus’ foster father took Jesus. The slaughter of the 

innocents is meant to evoke the memory of the Pharaoh in 
Egypt who decreed that the Israelite male children should 
be killed. The main reason why the child is taken to Egypt 

agree on what | 

is that he may relive the Exodus experience of Israel. 
Matthew quotes the prophet Hosea, “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 

Throughout the first two chapters of his Gospel, 
Matthew quotes the Old Testament to show that Jesus was 

fulfilling the prophecies known to the Jews. 

LUKE COMBINES HISTORICAL and legendary 
details in order to answer the question, ‘‘Who was Jesus?” 
He begins with the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth and 
presents Elizabeth as childless and barren, similar to some 
of the mothers of the Old Testament: Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel, the mother of Samson and Hannah. In 1:18, he 
has Zechariah speak the same words as Abraham in 
Genesis 18:8: ‘How shall I know this? For I am an old 
man, and my wife is advanced in years.”’ 

Jesus’ presentation in the Temple before the aged 
Simeon resembles the presentation of Samuel in the 
Temple before the aged Eli. The canticle of Mary (the 
Magnificat) strongly resembles the canticle of Hannah 
(1 Samuel 1:1-10). 

The basic message of Luke's infancy narrative, though, 
is the angel’s announcement to the shepherds, ‘Today in 
the city of David a savior has been born for you who is 
Messiah and Lord” (2:11). As savior, Jesus is looked upon 
by Luke as the one who rescues humanity from sin and 
delivers humanity from the condition of alienation from 
God. The “‘messiah”’ was the expected leader from the 
line of David who would restore the kingdom to Israel. 
“Lord’’ is the name used for Yahweh and, when applied 
to Jesus, it points to his divinity. 

What both Matthew and Luke did was to announce 
that Jesus was God’s Son, the Messiah, the Christ. And 
they both used stories to make that point. The stories were 
meant to be neither history nor biography, but were 
meant to make the points the evangelists wanted their 
readers to understand. And that is how the church wants 
us to read those Gospels.   

  

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY 

Europe’s search for unity brings new problems 
no religious fights. Now that freedom of 
religion is possible, there’s a danger that _by John F. F. Fink 

Serbs. We can expect to see the Islamic 
republics want to go their own way 

caused by their absence was experienced, 
he said, “it may serve the cause for which 
the synod has striven.” 

But if the Vatican truly wants unity, it 
sons be Cone ee ee. 
Lae Re er re 
ex its dissatisfaction with the report 

  
Last week Europe was the world’s 

center of attention, At one end of Europe 
countries were pulling together, while at 
the other end they were splitting apart 
Meanwhile, at the Vatican, appeals for 
unity were sometimes falling on deaf ears. 

In Maastricht, the Netherlands, the 

European Community agreed on greater 

unity during the next decade through a 
common currency, common defense and 
common internal policies. At the same 
time, the Soviet Union was breaking up 
into separate states while trying to form a 
Commonwealth of Independent States. 

At the Vatican, the European synod 
called by Pope John Paul Il to promote 
unity and plan evangelization met with 
disappointment. Five of the eight Orthodox 
churches invited to attend the synod 
declined the invitation and Protestant 
delegates who did attend expressed disap- 
pointment that their input wasn’t taken 
more seriously. (See wrap-up story on the 
synod on back page.) 

We are beginning to see that the fall of 
communism in Eastern Europe and in 
what used to be the Soviet Union has 
brought with it some new problems. In 

the political arena, there’s the danger of 
ethnic warfare among the former Soviet 
republics similar to what has happened in 
Yugoslavia among the Croats and the 
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independently of the Slavic republics. 
In the religious sphere, old antagonisms 

between Catholics and Russian Orthodox 

have resurfaced. This issue unexpectedly 
dominated the synod. When communism 
prevailed in the Soviet Union, there were 

the old bickering will resume. 
That is, of course, what the pope wants 

to avoid. In his closing speech, he lamented 
the absence of the Orthodox and said he 
hoped the cause of unity would be 
advanced anyway. If the “emptiness” 

  

Sellersburg, New Albany schools 
increase enrollment by one-third 

by Margaret Nelson 

Two Catholic schools in the New 

Albany Deanery have increased their 

enrollments more than a third over last 
year. Overall, the nine deanery elementary 
schools have increased registrations by 6.4 
percent 

St. Paul, Sellersburg, has #46 students 
compared to the 108 last year—a 34 percent 
growth. And Holy Family in New Albany 
grew from 276 in 1990-91 to 367 in 1991-92 

for a 33 percent increase 
Fran Matusky, principal at the Sellers: 

burg school, said that St. Paul is running 
out of room. “This is the first time since 
I've been here that we've had that 

problem. The parents packed the church 
for the Christmas program, and that was 
without the kindergarten,” she said 

We're making plans for a new 
classroom in the learning center,’’ Matusky 
said. The basement area can hold at least 
one, possibly two rooms. “We won't have 
to turn anyone away."" 

Parents at St. Paul “work a bingo’ every 
five weeks or pay $25. “They're glad to do it, 
because it keeps tuition low,” she 
Volunteers also help in other jobs in the 
school. And students raised more than $3,000 

last year for room air-conditioning units. 
St. Paul Parish has a new ‘’Adopt-a- 

Child” program this year. ‘Seven or eight 
children who cannot afford the tuition 
were able to come because of that,’’ said 
Matusky. 

“The big reason they choose St. Paul is 
that parents see a need that is better filled 
by us,” she said. “They want them to be 
taught values, morals and spirituality. We 
are in a better position to fill those needs.’” 
Twenty-six percent of St. Paul students are 
non-Catholic 

Though she believes the public schools 

in the area are good, they are experiencing 
a “budget crunch.” 

“It’s been really fulfilling,” said Ma- 
tusky. “We've had some kids who had 
problems in other schools. They just 
thrive here.’’ 

She told of a parent who approached 
her at the Christmas program. She said, 
“We're just thrilled. He is doing great. 
We're sorry we didn’t put him in St. Paul 
before."” Her son had experienced prob- 
lems in public schools. 

The school debated about accepting 
one older student, because the staff had 
heard negative things about him. Ma- 
tusky and the pastor decided to give the 
child a “new start,’’ She said. “It’s 
worked out beautifully.’’ 

St. Paul is the only elementary school in 
the deanery that does not have junior high 
classes. Many of their students go on to 
Providence Junior High. 

Harlan Uhl, principal at Holy Family in 
New Albany, said that school has reached 
‘more than’ its capacity. Like St. Paul the 
New Albany school provides after-school 
care. But only six percent of Holy Family's 
children are non-Catholic. = z 

Uhl sees several reasons for the 
enrollment increase. There are some 
current problems « vith the local public 
school system. ‘I feel that we offer a 
cay education and an excellent staff,” 
he said 

“It’s been really enjoyable meeting the 
new youngsters and their parents,” Uhl 
said. “Everyone ‘s adjusting well.” 

When you pay money for some- 
thing, you have more interest,’’ Uhl said. 
“The parents become extremely inter- 
ested in education. It’s been good 
working with them.” 

The New Albany’s three-county 
deanery has Catholic elementary schools in 
Charlestown, Ciarksville, Corydon, Jeffer- 
sonville, New Albany and Sellersburg 
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of the first Anglican-Roman —_ 
International Commission. This 
sion met from 1970 to 1981 aa published 
its report in 1982. It took the Vatican nine 
years to express its dissatisfaction and, 
when it did, it did so while the European 
synod to promote Christian unity was in 
progress. Talk about bad timing! 

The European synod was historic. It 
was the first time that church leaders from 
all parts of Europe, including Russia and 
the other former Soviet republics, had met 
together. When he called the synod, the 
pope cited the “‘historic moment” of the 
fall of communism and the opportunities it 
offered the church. Perhaps. But that 
“historic moment’’ obviously is still 
developing in both Eastern and Western 
Europe, and some of that development 
could mean more tension in the future. 

Christmas supplement 

pages of i memories sub- 
mitted by our readers. 

  

      
Archbp. awaits 
lung transplant 

Archbishop Edward T. O'Meara re- 
mains hospitalized in serious condition, 
awaiting a possible lung transplant if a 
compatible one becomes available. 

Except for a period of 11 days, the 
archbishop has been hospitalized since 
October with diminishing ability to 
breathe. 

Archbishop O'Meare will mark his 45th 
anniversary of ordination to the priesthood 
on Saturday, Dec. 21. 
  

No issue next week 
In accordance with our usual prac- 

tice, The Crier wil not be published 
next week, the Friday following Christ- 
mas. The next issue will be dated Jan. 3.       
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Hospice: ‘No 
by Margaret Nelson 

“No one should have to die in pain, 
said Donna Mast. She is manager of the 

hospice program at St. Vincent Stress 

Center in Indianapolis 
Everybody is going to have to die 

Why not have control over the situation? 
she said. ‘‘Choosing to die at home is an 
alternative. People need to be aware of 
these alternatives.”’ 

Julie Champagne knows about the 

hospice program from two perspectives 
She has volunteered at the St. Vincent 
hospice for six years. “I have dealt with 
patients and their families. There has been 
so much publicity about the suicide choice, 
but lots and lots of families are making 

other choices. The choice needs to reflect 
the way that person views life 

But Champagne gained a more personal 
insight when her mother was diagnosed 
with cancer in May, 1989. It all happened 
very quickly to a woman who had always 
been healthy. In early June, doctors found 

that the cancer had spread into her 
mother’s liver. The family was told that the 
disease was terminal 

The oncologist discussed the options. 
The first was chemotherapy for six months 
to a year. Her mother refused. “But when 

the hospice option was mentioned, her 
eyes lit up,” said Champagne. ‘Her 
decision not to do chemo made a change in 
her attitude. She gained a sense of control, 
of independence. She took charge of her 
life from that point on. It was an amazing, 
wonderful change 

“The hospice nurse came to the home 

one should have to 

HOSPICE—Donna Mast, manager of St. Vincent's hospice program, and Julie 
Champagne, volunteer, look over a patient ‘‘care plan.” (Photo by Margaret Nelson) 

and talked to my mom, my father, my 
brothers and myself separately and to- 
gether,’’ she said 

Her mother went from home to the 
hospice inpatient unit as it became neces- 
sary. The first three weeks were spent at 
home. When she began having nausea, 
vomiting and pain, she made the decision 
to go to the hospice unit 

All of us had planned to be home that 
summer for a family reunion, but we 
decided to come earlier. Each time new 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES 

Adult Day Care centers serve 
the growing aged population 

by Lula E. Baxter 
In the past, caregivers who opted to 

keep a dependent family member at home, 
or an elderly person living alone needing 
limited assistance in order to remain at 
home, found nothing in the community to 
assist them eight hours a day, five days a 
week. Today Adult Day Care allows the 
caregiver to continue daily tasks and 
provides a conduit for the aged needing 
limited assistance to remain in the main- 
stream of society 

The Adult Day Care concept originated 
in the United Kingdom in early 1940 with 

the establishment of outpatient hospital 
facilities for psychiatric patients. By the late 
‘40s or early ‘50s, this concept was 
expanded to include geriatric clients 

benefits of Adult Day 
atric population are 

socialization, medical monitoring, activity 
stimulation, hot nutritious meals and 
snacks daily. One of the greatest benefits is 
that it allows the participants to remain in 
the home and community—not experienc 
ing isolation. With the care and comfort of 
Adult Day Care, participants can feel a 
sense of independence in their lives 

Caregivers of the elderly and elderly 

persons living alone benefit trom Adult 
Day Care as an alternative to Jong term care 

placement. The following actual case 
studies indicate some of the diversities of 
the Adult Day Care participants: 

The son of participant A says: “My 
mother has always been good to me. Now 
it’s my turn to take good care of her. The 
83-year-old mother suffers from Alzhe> 
mer’s Disease and has become increasingly 
frail in body and mind 

She has lived with her son and hs 
wife for the past 10 years. Three years 
ago, the family was introduced to Adult 
Day Care. ‘‘Very simply,”’ the son ssid, 
“this program has made the difference 
between my mother staying with us or 
being in a nursing home.’ 

The son says, ‘Not only does the 
program benefit our family, but it is the dest 
thing for my mother. If she were home all 
the time, her world would be so small 

She'd probably just want to stay in bed.” 
Participant B is a 73-year-old woman in 

need of socialization and therapeutic 
activity. She lives alone in her own 
apartment and stays with her daughter 
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ACTIVE—Easter Middleton, a participant 
at “A Caring Place” Adult Day Care 
Center in Indianapolis, takes pride in the 
quilt she helped make. 

some weekends. She recently was in the 
hospital for anxiety and depression. She 
also has Parkinson's disease 

After a recent hospital stay and a week 
in a long term care facility, the family 
approved her move back to her apart- 
ment. Since she is able to take care of her 
activities of daily living, Adult Day Care 
was recommended as an intervention to 
aid the anxiety and depression. 

Since becoming active in the program, 
the woman is not as depressed and is more 
active and involved with her peers. She 
stays busy assisting staff in activities and 
sommunicating with other participants. 

Families of both participants are suppor- 
+ of the program and participate in the 
onthly caregiver meetings as a further 

sv por. mechanism. Adult Day Care eases 
the burden of caregiving, provides 
emotional support and gives reassurance 
that the participants are receiving needed 
services in a safe, comfortable, warm and 
loving environment 

Adult Day Care is becoming more 
popular as the need increases to serve the 
growing aged population. Catholic Social 
Services Adult Day Care Centers are 
artners in care with the caregivers and 

the elderly population 

family members would come, she would 
perk up,”’ Champagne said. 

“When she really began getting 
worse, the real talk began,” said 
Champagne. “She discussed who she 
would see in heaven, how dad was going 
to live, and the gathering we were going 
to have after the funeral—even deciding 
who was going to be there. 

“We had wonderful talks,”’ she said. 
“The volunteers and inpatient nurses were 
outstanding. Everyone was supportive of 
us. They took us aside the last few days to 
tell us she had developed another tumor. 
She wanted to die at home. She was there 
the last week.” 

The family knew what to look for when 
the mother was about to die. Champagne 
said that all of the family members were 
there as she took her last breaths. 

“During that six weeks, it was wonder- 
ful to see how she took it, how she lived the 
rest of her life,” Champagne said. ““Over- 
all, it was a beautiful picture of death. She 
could feel the support of her family, the 
staff and her faith. There was incredible 
dignity in the dying process.”” 

Champagne said that her father then 
became part of the bereavement follow-up 
program after her mother’s death. 

Mast observed that Champagne’s ex- 
perience is typical, showing all three 
aspects of the hospice program: home care, 
hospice and bereavement. 

The hospice program permits patients 
and their families to take part in the 
decision-making process. ‘They can have 
as much control as they want,’’ Mast said 

“You don’t have to finish your (food) 
tray if you don’t feel like it,” she said. “If 
you want one bite of food or one drink of 
water, that’s okay.” 

die in pain’ 
Mast said, “Too much food or water can 

cause additional symptoms if the patient is 
already congested. As the system starts to 
shut down, the body is not capable of 
handling liquids 

‘The whole focus is to help control the 
symptoms,” she said. “We don’t want to 
do things that produce symptoms. 

“The focus of hospice is different; it is 
not curative or rehabilitative. We know the 
outcome. Part of it is recognizing the 
outcome—that the disease will eventually 
take the patient's life,’ Mast said 

“We have charts that tells us what the 

patients want,”’ she said. “We do a lot of 
communicating and documenting. The 
treatment plan is based on an assessment 
after a wholistic look at the person. We 
individualize the person’s wishes.’ 

The care plan must be dynamic and 
fluid, so that it can change as the 
patient’s condition changes. ‘‘It goes 
with the flow,’’ Mast said. 

“Some families feel so helpless. People 
like Julie assure them that there’s someone 
out there to talk with. We have a 24-hour 
number they can call,’’ she said. 

Champagne said, “It is a growing 
experience for volunteers, too. They learn a 
lot about life and living.” 

Family members can help at home by 
learning how to take care of medicine, 
bathing, pumps and feeding. ‘Patients 
want to be with the people they lived with 
all those years. They want to stay in the 
environment they are familiar with. They 
cherish every moment of life,’” Mast said 

‘The care plan charts help people choose 
segments of their lives that they want to 
maintain. One man visited a farm; a 
woman asked for a pass every weekend, 
another rented old movies, Mast said 
“They come in to die, but they are better 
able to look at the rest of their lives. It is still 
terminal, but they are able to make the 
most of each day.” 

“Society perpetuates the myth that 
the terminally ill are going to die a painful 
death,” said Mast. “Instead, it is very 
calm. The respiration just slows down 

and they die.” 
She said, “We have a lot of parties. 

Some of the volunteers piay cards with the 
patients. They dressed up for Halloween 
They celebrate the gifts they have.”’ 

Champagne said, “It’s almost a gift 
when someone does have time to say 
goodbye. Good comes out of that time. It 
can be a positive experience for family 
members, too."” 

“The struggle and losses are difficult, 
especially for those who are fiercely 
independent. We have to help them 
redefine that, so they never lose hope for 
the next day, the next meal,’” said Mast 

“Those losses help you grow and you 
come through the process much stronger,” 
she said. 

  

Lay ministry will grow in future, 

Mary Pat Farnand tells Serrans 
by John F. Fink 

The importance of training lay people to 
assume more responsibilities in parishes 
was stressed by Mary Pat Farnand, director 
of Lay Ministry Personnel for the Arch- 
diocese of Indianapolis, during a talk to the 
Indianapolis Serra Club Dec. 9. 

Her position is a new one for the 
archdiocese, she said, and is part of the 
new Secretariat for Ministry Personnel. 
Other offices in the secretariat are Priests’ 
Personnel, the Vocations Office, and 
Ministry to Ministers. 

Farnand spoke about the new position of 
ish life coordinators, lay people who 

will be 29 by the year 2010. 
Farnand said there are now five lay 

people (which includes men and women 
religious since they are not ordained) 
who have been approved as parish life 
coordinators, three are waiting to be 
interviewed and two others have applica- 
tions in process. All parish life coordina- 

tors must have certain academic creden- 
tials as well as practical experience of 
working in a parish and the skills and 
talents to lead a parish, she said. 

Besides parish life coordinators, Far- 
nand also works with pastoral associates, 
she said. These are people who are hired by 
parishes (rather than appointed by the 
archbishop) to assist pastors. She said that 
the duties of the 63 pastoral associates now 
in the archdiocese vary considerably from 
parish to parish, depending on the specific 
needs of a parish. 

Farnand’s office is also sponsoring the 
Pastoral Leadership Institute to train parish 
leadership, both clerical and lay. This is a 
two-year program in which participants 
meet monthly. At present there are 20 
people in the program, she said. 

Farnand said that almost every diocese 
in the United States is planning for a future 
that will require much 1: ore responsibility 
on the part of lay people because of the 
declining number of priests. She said, 
though, that she believes that the Arch- 
diocese of Indianapolis is ahead of most 
other dioceses both in making concrete 
plans for future parish staffing and in 
leadership training.   
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Life is many things, but 

fair would be a stretch 
by Lou Jacquet 

During the course of an interview I did 

with a high school wrestling coach a 
while back, a thought emerged which 
ranked with Plato and Aristotle for depth 
of insight 

“What's the most 
important aspect of 
wrestling?” I had asked 
him, perhaps expecting 
to hear something 
about how the sport 
teaches solid training 
habits or builds athletic 
skills in those who 

might not excel in other 
sports that demand bigger size Or 
perhaps, having done a few dozen sports 

THE HUMAN SIDE 

The challenge: find a pla 
by Fr. Eugene Hemrick 

Is there a special place unlike any 
other for you—a sacred place you 
cherish—where God and a sense of peace 
meet? I believe that 
almost any of us can 
think of such a place 

For me St. Procopius 
Abbey in Lisle, Ill, is 

that place. On Thanks 
giving Day as I cele- 
brated Mass with the 

Benedictine = monks 
there, | wondered what 
makes it so. 

The abbey 

modern austere look. The edifice is 
common brick outside and in, with 

reinforced concrete made to appear like 
gray, ruffed-up wood 

The abbey sits at the edge of a small 
forest, and even though new homes can 
be spied in the distance, the place 
maintains a certain ‘‘out in the country, 
close to nature’’ atmosphere. 

has a 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

The healing 
by Antoinette Bosco 

Thad two back-to-back phone conversa- 
tions recently that got me thinking about 
the illnesses and injuries that attack our 

bodies and the different ways we seek to 

heal ourselves 

The first call came 

from a friend who has 
lived by trying most of 
her life to cure all her 
ills with prescription 
and over-the-counter 

medicines. During the 
call, she complained 
about having to take so 

much medication that 

she often couldn’t re 
member which pill was for which ailment 

The phone call reminded me of the time 

she and | worked at the same office. She 

had opened her purse, exposing about 10 
small bottles of different prescription and 
over-the-counter drugs. 

At that moment, a fellow worker 
peered down at the array of bottles and 
exclaimed, “My God, you're carrying a 
drugstore around with you.” Then 1 
laughed, Maybe I did the wrong thing, 
But it wasn’t the first time | had conveyed 

interviews over the years, Lexpected him to 
say something about ‘building character” 
or some such cliche 

His answer surprised me. “Wrestling 
teaches kids that life is not fair,’” the coach 
replied. ‘Thats a tremendous lesson that 
they will carry with them all of their lives. 

It’s much more important than learning 
how to get out of a situation In w hich they 
find themselves pinned by an opponent.”” 

Wrestling teaches participants that life is 
not fair, he explained, because it is a sport 
in which a superior athlete can be beaten by 
one with lesser skills on a given day. No 
matter how well the better wrestler has 

prepared, and regardless of what his skill 
level may be, each match brings the distinct 
possibility of a loss. The reasons vary: He 
may have been hurt in his previous match, 

| for example, or come to the meet with 

The setting and construction are an 
artistic delight, a picturesque reminder of 
the spiritual world. They suggest a sacred 
time zone in which prayer is expected and 
welcome 

The abbey’s hallmark for me is its 
quiet simplicity. The common brick walls 
of the chapel, the unadorned oak altar 
and plain glass window leave the eye and 
mind free of diversions and distractions, 
liberated to look within the self. The 
architecture, as well as the monks’ 
manner, free the self to seize the moment 
of awe inherent in worship, free the heart 
for contact with God. 

The celebration of Mass reinforces this 
intimacy with its simple vestments and 
music which never gets in the way of 

worship. The entire setting allows me to 
concentrate on the moment. | am reminded 
ot the words of the spiritual writer Father 
Pierre de Caussade 

“You must not make any particular 
plans, but do only what each hour, each 
minute, each moment demands of you. It is 
God himself in his providence who looks 

Which way to the Holy Land? 

stomach pains or a headache, or perhaps 
he simply loses his focus for a moment and 
the less skillful opponent takes advantage 
of the lapse. In any case, all of his training, 
and practice come to nothing when the 
final results are tallied 

That is not fair, but it certainly reflects 
life as we know it. How many of us have 
learned that life is not fair through pain we 
have endured? How many more know it 

through hurts they cannot even begin to 

describe? Consider 
A dedicated father works hard tor 

decades to raise his children with solid 
values. He retires, then soon contracts 
terminal bone cancer. A young single 

mother loses her only child in a freak 
schoolbus accident. A couple dining out for 
the first time in a year wind up dead an 
hour later when a drunken driver crosses 
the center line on their way home. A 
husband and wife who desperately want a 
child lose their dream when a pregnancy 
ends in a miscarriage. Fair? Hardly 

If life were truly fair, only those who 
hurt others could end up dying from 
cancer. Persons who had spent their lives 
in the service of others would never die 
in auto accidents. Those who worked 
hardest at the office would get the 
promotion, instead of the persons who 
simply know best how to manipulate the 
system. Nobody in this country would be 
sleeping in cardboard boxes on winter 
nights when the wind chill factor ap- 
proaches zero. 

No. If life were fair, parents who have 
worked for 18 years to teach an offspring 
the difference between right and wrong 

out for you. The road to sanctity does not 
follow a preconceived system of actions 
and exercises, but travels the very compli- 

‘concentrate on the 
moment in such a way 
that the possibilities for 
hidden growth within 
you are unleashed’ 

cated fabric of life itself. Progress in the 
spiritual life does not consist so much in 
achievement, in actual accomplishment, as 
in a greater and greater purity of love with 
which you do at each moment what the 
situation demands.’ 

A spiritual writer once wrote that if we 
ever seized the moment with our heart and 
all our soul and all our strength, we would 
immediately sense the almost unlimited 
possibilities for progress latent in the world 

ing. As an aside he mentioned that his 

daughter had suffered from cancer years 
ago but had been determined to battle her 
illness with her mind and her spirit. 

He wasn’t implying that everyone could 
cure themselves of cancer. But what was 
remarkable in his daughter's story, he said, 
is that she has been healed. 

His daughter's story reminded me of an 

incident in my own life. I remember that in 
1972 | developed a tumor on my thyroid 
gland. My mother and my sister had been 
similarly afflicted and they had to have 
their thyroids removed. 

One doctor, a radiology specialist, said | 
needed an operation. But I said I couldn't 

have one. At that time I was a single parent 
taking care of six of my children. 

My family doctor decided to shrink 

the growth with cortisone, and I—truly 
believing God would help me—em- 
barked on a program of prayer. The 
tumor diminished and then disappeared 
To this day I never have had a recurrence 

of the problem 
While | hesitate to talk about the healing 

power of prayer for fear of being called a 
religious fanatic, evidence of this power 
abounds if we look for it 

Many books are being written about the 
mind-body connection in healing. I’m not 

Find the true meaning of Christmas 

would never end up having given birth toa 
killer, a drug addict, a prostitute, or an 
abusive spouse. 

Being alive is a wonderful gift, and there 
is an abundance of joy mixed in with the 
sorrow during life’s journey. Still, the 
wrestling coach was right. Life may be 
many things, but surely it is not fair. If we 
did not believe as Jesus taught that every 
wrong will be righted and every crooked 
path made smooth in the life to come, who 
among us could find the courage to live 
even one more day? 

ce to ‘seize the moment’ 
and in ourselves. The challenge is to find a 
setting which will invite this. 

As we move into 1992 we will be 
beseiged by events which will tax our 
energies. A promotion might thrust us onto 
a faster track than we really wanted; a crisis 
might come along that drains us. 

My wish for you this holiday season is 
that you will find a sacred place that—as 
St. Procopius Abbey does for me—allows 
you to concentrate on the moment in 
such a way that the possibilities for 
growth hidden within you are unleashed, 
those gifts for making ‘‘progress’’ that 
you never knew existed within yourself. 

1991 by Catholic News Service 

Since The Criterion is not published 
the last week of July or December, news 

items dated through Sunday, Jan. 12 
should be received in our office by 
Friday, Dec. 27 to be included in the 
next issue, on Friday, Jan. 3. No paper 
will be published on Friday, Dec. 27. 
Send news to: The Criterion, P.O. Box 
1717, Indianapolis, Ind. 46206.   

power of prayer and a healthy attitude 
in some way my suspicion that most of 
her physical complaints were due to 
being, overmedicated 

The other call involved a conversation 
with an 86-year-old man | was interview- 

saying that these replace what science has 
discovered about healing. But given the 
side effects of drugs and their limitations, 
attested to by all scientists, I'd most times 
rather take my chances on a healthy 
attitude and lots of prayer when it comes to 
healing. 
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To the Editor 
Churches asked to 

ring bells Jan. 1 
The members of Columbia #72 Young 

Ladies Institute would once again, as we 

have for the past two years, like to invite all 
churches to join with us in ringing their 
bells on Jan. 1 at 12 noon in a united gesture 
of prayer for a more peaceful world. It is 
our hope that everyone who hears them 
chime will take a moment to blend their 

prayers into the message of the bells 

We must be mindful that peace is not 
just the responsibility of governments. You 
cannot legislate honesty, integrity, gentle. 

ness, and compassion, and there can be no 
true peace without these virtues 

Peace in the world as we know it today 

will always be a difficult task to achieve, but 
not an impossible one. Please join with us 

in participating in this simple practice that 
demands so little effort 

Mary Ann Busi 

Jackson, Cal 

Old-fashioned 
religious beliefs 

The 10 Roncalli students who walk on 
water and leap buildings in a single 
bound are to be commended for their 
superior knowledge emitted to them 
through their faculty using the Shirley 
MacLaine School of Crystalization. 

It certainly would be erroneous for 
them to walk in fear and trembling, as St 
Paul did, seeking salvation when they 
obviously have moved beyond such 
triviality and can simply check their 
horoscopes every day, and do their 
homework to the MTV beat, ching-ching. 

The good news, though, is they are 
not alone. The Batesville Deanery is also 
practicing the New Age programming by 
not allowing lay personnel to respond to 
their students’ questions about hell 
Some of the religious fear the young 
mind will be traumatized with these 
old-fashioned religious beliefs 

Maybe what a priest told me one day 
is true. He said that hell is populated by 
those who thought they were good, 
while heaven is filled with those who 
knew they were bad. 

John F. Sloan 

Greensburg, 

Man’s intellect 
sets him apart 

I would like to address some of the 
points raised by Father Robert Green 
(‘Facts Alone Do Not Bring Conver- 

sion,’ Nov. 29) in rebutting Bud 

Moody’s criticism of present day Catholic 
teaching (‘Children Are Not Taught True 
Faith,”’ Nov. 15). 

Catholicism is a distinctly intellectual 
approach to God positing man’s unique- 
ness in having been created in the image of 
God. Man’s intellect sets him apart from 
the rest of creation on earth. The much- 
maligned Baltimore Catechism is at the 
very least biblical when it states as our 
mission in life, “to know, love and serve 
Ged in order that we may be happy with 
him for all eternity.’’ Jesus told us that the 
most important commandment is to know, 
love and serve God with our whole minds, 
hearts and souls. The second command- 
ment, to love our neighbors as ourselves, is 
like the first but not equal to it and certainly 
not a substitute for it. 

Educating the young to love others is 
risky. It is titillating and glandular and as 
indoctrination into the faith decidedly 
second rate. Teachers who begin with the 
individual and his experience must deal 
with constantly shifting sands underfoot 
Yet Father Green assures us as have 
Deweyite educationists for 70 or 80 years 

that experience matters. Well, of course it 
matters. But words make it last. Memori- 
zation and recall are effective tools of 

early intellectual participation in the learn: 
ing process 

Ifthe Mass, our most profound act of 
worship, can be ‘appreciated’ without 
intellectual knowledge, how is the young 

person to value it? Compare it with last 
night's rock concert? Sunday’s football 
game? It does seem a shame that we owe 
so much to Western civilization whose 
ethical underpinning was Catholic and 
we are the beneficiaries of an unrivalled 

intellectual heritage only to deny and 

withhold it educationally. Why must we 
also accept that facts, ideas, concepts are 
secondary to feelings, experience, gut 

reaction? Pre-Christian spirituality is all 
the rage these days. Called New Age, it is 
not. The new spirituality based on 
“experience” is Stone Age and for this 
purpose our intellect is just excess 
baggage. They search in subterranean 
caves for the awesome earth mother 

determined to take us with them 
Denigration of the intellect and herit- 

age are the pathways to post-Christianity. 
From the beginning of the century the 
20th has been termed “the Age of 
Unreason.’’ This is how such a loss of 
substance has occurred and continues, 
that loving our neighbors and ourselves 
has become the whole. of transmitted 
Catholicism. When did we last recognize 
our church in the context in which the 
Baltimore Catechism portrays it: the 
Church Universal or perhaps the Church 
Triumphant, the Church Suffering and 
the Church Militant? 

Yes, we on earth are the Church 
Militant. In this century of almost unceas- 
ing warfare, we are least prepared to 
defend our Catholic faith. We don’t need 
the Baltimore Catechism? Well, guess 
again. We've lost our sense of sin, we 
have retained only a faint image of God, 
and there simply seem to be fewer and 
fewer Catholic beliefs about which theo- 
logians agree any more. 

People do, in fact, leave their faith and 
become unchurched because of the lack 
of good sound education, just as Mr. 
Moody concluded. Father Green's des- 
cription of an idealized communal wor- 
ship, “the enthused assembly in word, 
song and praise’ misses the point. The 
point of religion is salvation. Where will 
we spend eternity? 

Lois Jackson 

Indianapolis 

Need experience 
and sound doctrine 

The letter of Father Robert K. Green 
(Nov. 29) taking to task the Baltimore 
Catechism for its alleged failure to 
recognize that ‘facts alone do not bring 
conversion” is off the mark. 

The Baltimore Catechism’s excellence as 
a doctrinal primer remains unsurpassed. 
Those teachers who used it knew that it 
was their task to implement its instruction 
of the intellect (with facts) by stimulating, 

the heart's piety and devotion. 
Those who insist on sound doctrinal 

catechesis have never advanced the 
absurd thesis that students in religion 
classes should be without experience of 
any kind. No such youngster can exist 
Before anyone, however, can experience 
a teaching as true, there must be sound 
teaching and a systematic one at that, as 
John Paul II has explained many times 

No one can love the Catholic faith if he 
or she has no knowledge of the truth of 
that faith. It is the task of any good 
cathechist to teach the articles of faith and 
to witness to it by his or her personal life. 
It is the task of the Holy Spirit (through 
the teacher, among others) to fill that 

teaching with life, so that the student, 
having accepted it in faith, can go on to 
experience it as true. 

So, nobody has objected to using 
“experience’’ in religious instruction; 
everyone learns by experience. What is 
objected to is the substitution of sub- 

jective ‘‘religious experience” for the 
necessary formal instruction about re- 

vealed truth 
Revealed dogmas such as transubstan- 

  

tiation, the real presence, the Immaculate 
Conception, the virginal conception, the 
Resurrection and many others, simply 
cannot be conveyed by the experiential 
method alone, and thus the “‘experien: 
tial’ method is defective in passir7 on 
the essential truths of the faith. The «sult 
is that authentic personal conversion 
based on deep conviction is inhibited 
Thus, it is hardly surprising that the 
personal religious experiences” evi 

denced in all too many parishes should 
be accompanied by liturgical, sacramental 
and doctrinal abuses. 

Serious youths will not, in fact, enter 
into the experiences of decadent ‘‘enter 
tainment liturgies” flowing from today’s 
inadequate theology.’’ They sense that 

the desire for a ‘religious experience’ 
can often be a rather greedy and selfish 
enterprise and a fruitful source of false 
spirituality and pseudo-mysticism (as in 
the New Age aberrations) 

Moreover, the millions of Catholics 
alienated from regular Mass attendance 
should indicate to Father Green that 
something has been seriously lacking in the 
“word, song and praise’ heard in our 
parishes. I suggest it is their lack of 
conformity to both sound doctrine and the 
sense of reverence and awe characterizing 
authentic Catholic liturgical experience. 

Jerome W. Schneider 

Jasper 

Faith is not an 

act of the intellect 
Even though teaching our faith is my life 

work, I agree with Father Robert Green that 
“facts alone do not bring conversion’ 
(Nov. 29), a response to Bud Moody’s letter 

of Nov. 15, Faith is not an act of the 

intellect, and increasing our knowledge of 
God and the church does not ensure a 
living faith. What can help us form that 
living faith is exposure to others who have 
it. ‘Witnessing others who are faith-filled 
and who live out their lives in relationship 
(with God and with others), this will bring 
about conversion,” says Father Green. 
And I say, Amen. 

Anyone who regularly reads the “To 
the Editor’’ section of this paper is 
familiar with the name Winferd E. (Bud) 
Moody. Bud is not afraid to express his 
opinions, to exhort us to do good. But the 
letters do not give a full measure of the 
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man—a man who knows the greatest 
commandment and lives it to the fullest 

I have met few people whose lives are 
more faith-filled than Bud Moody and his 

wife Dorothy. Their Christianity is ex 
pressed daily in every aspect of their lives 
They follow Jesus with joy and live the faith 

they treasure 
It may be the greatest strength of the 

church that we have both the Father 
Greens and the Bud Moodys among us 

Sherie Berg 

DRE, Sacred Heart Parish 

Indianapolis 

‘Mom and Dad, 

I’m pregnant’ 
“Mom and Dad, I’m pregant."’ Those 

words will haunt us for a very long time 
Our teen-age daughter came to us and 
told us of a serious mistake she had 
made. We had no idea our daughter was 
sexually active. We were shocked and 
disappointed beyond description. Our 
values that we tried to instill in our child 
seemed to be temporarily forgotten. In a 
fleeting moment, our teen-ager grew into 
an adult. 

The courage to bear a baby in these days 
of abortion as the quick out, comes with a 
great deal of prayer, support, and tears 
from parents, school and friends. The 
values we tried to exemplify were con- 
firmed in our daughter's decision to put her 
baby up for adoption, 

After an investigative process, St. 
Elizabeth's in Beech Grove was dis- 
covered. This organization provided sup- 
port, advice, and concern. They 
educated, guided, and counseled not 
only our daughter but the entire family. 
In short, these dedicated people helped 
us through the most stressful time we 
have ever had as parents. 

Our daughter delivered a healthy baby 
and will be able to continue her education 
and attain the future that she wanted 
Her baby has two great parents who will 
be able to provide for all the needs of a 
growing baby, to our daughter's delight. 

“Mom and Dad, I’m pregnant.” Yes, 
they were very frightening words but not 
a fatal diagnosis. It’s over now and we 
recognize this as a positive and rein- 
forcing experience. We have never been 
closer to our daughter and our family 
survived intact. 

Thank you, St. Elizabeth. 

Name and city withheld by request 
  

LIGHT ONE CANDLE 

The season 
by Fr. John Catoir 

Director, The Christophers 

Christmas is called the season of giving. 
It is a magical time when we all have a 
chance to learn more about the secret of 
“Divine Supply.’ 

The saints knew 
about God's nature 
well enough to take 
advantage of the fact 
that he cannot be out- 
done in generosity. 
They kept giving and 
God kept supplying 
their needs. God will 
supply you with all the 
energy and inner joy 
you need to enable you to accomplish your 
mission in life; all you have to do is give 
something away and it will come back to 
you. He supplies these blessings and 
spiritual gifts each day according to your 
own degree of generosity. 

There are dozens of stories of holy 
men and women who opened soup 
kitchens to feed the hungry. They hadn’t 
a cent to begin with, and years later they 
still had nothing in the bank, but the 
soup kitchen was still flourishing every 
day, year in and year out, Many things 
will be given to you in proportion to your 
own giving spirit. 

If you need mercy, be merciful. Those 
who are merciful need never fear Judgment 
Day for they have received infinite mercy. 

If you need material blessings, be a 
cheerful giver. Those who are generous 
with their earthly goods in order to help 
ease the burdens of others will receive from 
Almighty God abundant gifts. 

If you need spiritual blessings, give 
your heart to the Lord and ask him to use 

oe 

of giving 
your joys and sufferings to save souls. All 
pain is redemptive and you will accom- 
plish untold good. 

Believe in the law of “‘Divine 
Supply.’” When you are weary don’t give 
in to discouragement. Smile because of 
the knowledge of God’s love. The Divine 
Supply may feel as though it has run out 
at times, but don’t believe it. Your 
feelings are deceiving you. Resist the 
temptation to accept such feelings as 
facts, God is there waiting for you to give 
something away. 

If your life if filled with pain, heartache, 
sadness, loneliness, or depression, don’t 
be discouraged, thii of others. 
something for someone in need. St. Francis 
de Sales once said, ‘‘Never be discouraged 
because you are discouraged.”” 

Ignore those negative feelings and go 
right to the heart of the matter. Make an 
act of faith in God’s unlimited supply. 
Know that your future is secure. Feel the 
Lord offering you a peace that the world 
cannot give. 

Beyond all your troubles there is always 
the underlying reality of God’s love. He is 
there for you every moment of your life. 
Open the door of your heart to his love. 
Look about you and see what you can do to 
radiate love and happiness. Give your 
time, your talents, and your compassion. 
Give something to someone who needs 
what only you can give. 

The secret of ‘Divine Supply”’ is this: 
Abundant grace will come to you in 
proportion as you give. The spirit of 
Christmas comes alive when you open 
your heart to make others a little happier. 

(For a free copy of the Christopher News 
Note ‘The Gifts We Give,”’ send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to The Christophers, 12 

E. 48 St., New York, N.Y. 10017.)   
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Christmas is in the manger 
municipal Christmas “trees’’ which aren't 
trees at all, and the arrival of Saint Nicks 

who aren't saintly 

by Cynthia Dewes 

The faithful have been trying to get 

Christ back into Chnstmas for about 30 or 

40 years. So far, not much luck 

Retail merchants stridently cheerlead 
the season to bolster their annual sales 
records, and churches pray for the unusu 
ally generous collections the holiday brings 
in. Bankruptcy lawyers just grit their teeth 

and wait 

It is a tribute to American ingenuity that 

one of the two major feasts of the Christian 

faith has been restored to a pagan holiday 
within the span of only two or three Christmas is also used as a tool of 
generations. It’s fast reverting to its discipline, by which children are admon 
pre-history status ished to behave themselves or forgo 

Even in many other countries of the Christmas presents. The irony that baby 

West, Christmas has become a bigger deal Jesus came to us as a gift, precisely because 

than an international soccer play-off, or a we don't deserve him, is obviously lost on 

regional war. In the U.S.,_ televised parents who employ this threat 
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spplied only to keep young children in line 
Aging parents sometimes “wish” aloud 
and frequently, to anyone within earshot 
that their grown kids will pay attention to 
them this Christmas, rather than the other 
way around 

Gift Guilt and Christmas Card Guilt are 
also employed. Who will give the other guy 
the more expensive gift (or any gift at all)? 
Who will be the last wimp to quit in a 
lifetime exchange of greetings? 

New Agers depend upon the touchy 
feely sense of well-being that Christmas 
brings. Since they have few arbiters for 
their moral behavior other than the murky 

God within, they assume their holiday 
emotional binge is an affirmation of 
themselves. Strike another blow for self! 

Wait a minute. It seems as though it’s 
getting harder and harder to find Christ in 

Christmas. Where is he? 
Maybe the New Agers aren’t so wrong 

after all. God is within us, but he’s also in 
every other person and in the Eucharist. 
And, at Christmas, he’s in the manger at 
Bethlehem 

     

  

MERCEDES WINNER—Steve Beck (from 
left), treasurer of St. Elizabeth’s board of 
directors, and Charles Gates congratulate 
Mrs. Charles Gates of St. Ann Parish in 
Indianapolis as she receives the keys to a 
new 1992 automobile from Rose 
Nevitt, executive director of St. Eliza- 
beth’s. Mrs. Gates won the car on Dec. 10 
in a raffle 5 by St. Elizabeth's, 
after submitting an entry from The 
Criterion. St. Elizabeth's sold 451 tickets to 
benefit the organization, which provides 
maternity, adoptive and other services to 
women and families. The Mercedes was 
donated by McGeehan Motor Cars of 
Noblesville. 
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To return to the real meaning of 

Christmas, we need to zero in on that 

manger. We need to remember that God 

came to share in our humanity so that we 

might share in his perfection. 
Seeing God as a helpless baby 

dependent upon the goodness of others, 
reminds us that we ourselves are helpless 
infants in the cosmic order, equally 
dependent upon the goodness of God 
We may have God within us, alright, but 
we are not him. 

We remember to give each other 
Christmas gifts and greetings, not for 
thanks, or out of some social compulsion, 
but because we want to share symbolically 
the wonderful gift of Jesus. 

We say ‘Merry Christmas,” not as an 
empty seasonal remark, but because we 
realize through the Incarnation that joy is 
not only possible, it’s at hand. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Christ in 
Christmas. The real Christmas, that is. 

VIPS... 

  

Julius W. and Rosetta Smith of 
Borden will celebrate their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary at 4:30 p.m. Mass on 
Saturday, Dec. 28 at St. Mary Parish, 
Navilleton. A reception for friends and 
relatives will follow. The Smiths are the 
parents of eight children: Jim, Dick, 
Phyllis Andres, Darlene Schy, Julius A., 
Jerry, Karen Thomas and Denise Bomers- 
bach. They also have 16 grandchildren 

check-it-out... 
CORRECTION! Members of the Class 

of 1932 of Little Flower School are 
planning a reunion for July 17-19, 1992 (not 
Class of 1936). All class members from 1927 
through 1932 are invited to attend. Call 
317-356-8396 or 317-546-3854 for informa- 
tion or to be added to the invitation list. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT—Musi- 
cal members of St. Joseph Parish 
in Rockville practice for their 
Christmas musical production, 
“Sound the Drum, Jesus Has 

Come,” which will be presented 
at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 5 in the 

church, The Soul Seekers youth 
choir, Wind and Soul adult choir, 
and religious education clases 
from St. Joseph Parish, and 

Immaculate Conception Pacish in 
Montezuma will perform the 
music, directed by Brenda Blake 
McCain. The public is invited to 
attend the event. 
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  784-4439 NEW CO-MEMBERS-—In the Sisters of St. Joseph: Mary Tinkle (from left), with Loretta 

Morrow, Denise Morrow, Diane Orr, Betty Schmutte, Jean Drury, Mary Ying, Lillian 
Lipscomb and Elaine Lipscomb, all eight from the Archdiocese of Indianapolis; Alice 
McCorkle (back row), Don Tinkle, Anita Eckman, Mary Inez Welsh, Steve Linerode, 

Sheryl Burke, and Stephen Burke. The 16 were received in a Nov. 17 ceremony at the 

Sisters of St. Joseph motherhouse at Tipton. Co-members “share hope” with the sisters 
and work to ’’build a world in which shared hope can grow.” 

‘Serving the People of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis”’   
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Lots of recipes 
by Mary Ann Wyand 
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SCHOOL WORK—While Bishop Chatard High School students complete classroom 

assignments, cafeteria employees Nancy Gerteisen, 
Indianapolis work together to prepare the lunch menu. 

Barbara Hazel, and Jill Ranft of 
(Photo by Mary Ann Wyand) 

happy holidays 
e | have 

ndchildren 

and it’s really 

carols, Ida Horr said she 
don hats and 

hurts to resemble Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
hey hand out the gifts 

Charles, 

It’s fu to watch all the little ones, 

the Christ the King parishioner recalled 
We have a set of twins who are four this 

year, They went from crying because they 
werer getting presents fast enough to 

being a little more reasonable It's fun. 

At the end of the evening, she said 

You'd be surprised how quiet it gets 
when everyone leaves. 

Christ the King parishioner Muriel 

Johnston, a cashier in the Chatard cafeteria 
said her recipe for a happy and biessea 
Christmas is one of remembering, 

First the importance of remembering, 
why we celebrate Christmas, the birth of 
the Christ child she said. and not 
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Christmas 

Immaculate Heart of Mary parishioner 
Jill Ranft, who works at Chatard as a 
cafeteria assistant, said her recipe for happy 
holidays is “‘love and happiness 

Nancy Gerteisen, a St. Lawrence 
parishioner who also works as a cafeteria 
assistant at Chatard, said her recipe for a 
jovous Christmas is “happiness and 
peace with your family 

Cafeteria assistant Barbara Hazel, who 

is also a member of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish, said the holidays are times 

of peace and thanksgiving, 
I think a real important thing is to have 

peace within the home,” she said, “and to be 
content and thankful for what you have.’ 

It is especially nice to have peace and 
quiet for the holidays, staff members said 
because during the last few days before 
Christmas vacation the noise level rises 
significantly in the cafeteria at lunchtime as 
excited students share their own recipes tor 

happy holidays with each other 

in touct 
let them 

houghts 
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est rooms (king, 
en and standard sizes) 

two-room suites 

Rivers Edge 
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for the comfort and convenience of our guests 
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Coffee 
Shop aid Paddlewhee 

Easy access to Interstate 65 

CAROLERS—Ten students from Pope John Elementary School, ‘ he 

patrons of Madison Senior Citizens’ Center. Their teacher, Judy Collins, accompanies 

fhem on her guitar. After the concert, Santa Claus gav 

treats. Below, the clients of the center can be seen givi 

(Photos by Don Wood) 
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MUSIC ANGE! 
Johnson, Hope Kruezman 

Madison, serenade the 

fe each of the third-graders a bag of 

ing the students their full attention. 

S—St. Mark students (from left) Emily Able, Nicholas Blandford, Derek 

and Abby Klene rehearse for the Dec. 19 holiday musical, 

“Angels Aware.” One hundred and eighty-five students from grades one through five 

participated at the Indianapolis school’s Christmas program (Photo by Eric Gruelich) 
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Free 
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*Includes full insurance protection 
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Catholic 

by Suzanne Dailey, S.P., Ph.D. 

In 1891 with the publication of “Rerum 

Novarum,’” Pope Leo XIII initiated a process 
of systematic rethinking, of Catholic social 
teaching in the light of the changed 
circumstances of Western society brought 
on by the agricultural and ‘industrial 
revolutions. In championing, the cause of 
the new working class, Leo XIII took a 
stand on a momentous issue of the time 
that was every bit as dramatic as Boris 
Yeltsin's stand again the conservative 
leaders of the August coup in Russia 

What Leo XIll began and subsequent 
pontiffs have continued is a century of 
theological inquiry within the Catholic 
Church about a world order that is 
increasingly global, technological, dynamic 
and religiously diverse. What has grown 
from this inquiry is referred to collectively as 
Catholic social teachings and these posit such 
facts as the dignity of the hulman person 
whatever the conditions of life, iserdepend- 
ence among people and nations and a 
responsibility for the Christian to be espe- 
cially concerned for issues relating, to peace, 
poverty and human rights. 

During the late 19th century and the first 
half of the 20th century, it was the church’s 
social teachings that undergirded the 
apostolates of the many active American 
women religious as they labored in 
hospitals, asylums, orphanages and 
schools and in the domestic and foreign 

Today’s women religious and 
hi we) the S0 

cial justice agenda 
missions. Confident in the importance of 
their work, sisters labored quietly within a 

training and education of both younger and 
older sisters. 

  largely church Za 
semi-cloistered spirituality and lifestyle 

Recalling the Gospel beatitudes and the 
tradition of good works, the hierarchy gave 
encouragement and direction to their 
works of charity. In other words, for 60 
years after Leo XIll’s seminal pro- 

nouncement congregations of religious 

women though certainly aware of the new 

theological inquiry continued to operate 

out of a traditional paradigm. 
However, the two mid-century events 

inspired dramatic new thinking within 
congregati of women religious: the 
Sister Formation Movement of the 1950s 
and the Second Vatican Council (1962-63). 

In 1950 Pope Pius XII, concerned that 
the existing structures of religious life 
hindered activee sisterhoo.'s in their min- 

istries, aske4 pevligous worldwide to re-ex- 

amine their #@}\ss in the light of the 
needs of ti% people they served. Re- 

nding to this request, beginning in 1953 
the heads of religious congregations from 
all over the United States began gathering 
at Notre Dame University each summer for 
a series of Institutes on Spirituality. 

At these Institutes the sisters discussed 
conditions within the church and the world 
and planned on ‘ow, in the light of 
contemporary needs, new entrants should be 
instructed into the meaning and purposes of 
religious life. The resultant Sister Formation 
Movement had a tremendous impact on the 

Will you remember 

the Missions 

in your Will? 

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT! 

;— JUST STATE: —— 

| | hereby devise and bequeath unto the Society for the Prop- 

agation of the Faith, 1400 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis, 

Indiana 46202, the sum of $_______ for 

the missions. 
  

Feed the children of future generations. 
Help those whom you may never see 

in this life. 
Continue the work of Jesus. 

Your gift will follow you into eternity. 

f~. | 

™ SOCIETY se PROPAGATION #% FAITH 
1400 N. MERIDIAN STREET - 9.0. BOX 1410 - INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206 

Rey. James D. Barton, Archdiocesan Director 

You are a missionary, too, 
NOW AND FOREVER! 

hee ee   

Congregations began developing a 
Scripture-centered and apostolate-driven 
spirituality. They asserted the need for 
intellectual and professional preparations 
for ministry. In fact, the most important 
feature of the Sister Formation Movement 
was increased higher education for reli- 
gious not only in theology but also in the 
humanities and social sciences. 

Eventually these institutes and the 
collateral Sister Formation Movement 
evolved into a number of inter-congre- 
gational organizations, most notably the 
Ci of Major Superiors of Women 
Religious, which provided matual support 
during the forthcoming period of change 
and renewal. 

While historians are still assessing the 
impact of the Second Vatican Council, 
there is no doubt that this event changed 
fundamentally the church’s vision of 
itself. The council called forth new 
models of church stressing the commu- 
nity of believers, the pilgrim nature of the 
church and linkages among all those 
seeking truth. 

It called Christians to study the signs of 
the times and to concentrate their energies 
‘on the mission to the poor. Most impor- 
tantly, it set as a goal the new social justice 
agenda that had been evolving since 1891. 

However, the emphasis at the Second 
Vatican Council was not upon works of 
charity but rather upon actions directed at 
the elimination of the causes of poverty and 
oppression. No longer was the relief of 
human suffering considered enough. 
Henceforth, the church would direct Chris- 
tians to participate in the transformation of 
that social order which. gzerated much of 
the suffering. 

This last point was a dramatic new 
consideration and Notre Dame de Namur 
Sister Marie Augusta Neal, in her study 
“From Nuns to Sisters’ (1990), maintains 

“no group was more deeply affected by 
this new emphasis than Catholic sisters 
throughout the world but most especially 
in the United States.” She might have 
added that no group within the church 
was more ready to hear and understand 
the new teaching. 

Thus as massive social change occurred 
in the nation at large during the 1960s and 
‘70s, many religious congregations of 
women already had an intellectual and 
theological framework to process such 
events and consequently were able to 
channel energies into constructive actions. 

Over the next decades, many congre- 
gations began revising their constitutions 
and mission statements, changing the 
training program for new members, 
expanding the scope of ministry, and 
deliberately directing their resources 
toward actions supportive of social justice 

Thus today the constitutions of active 
religious congregations use biblical lan- 
guage and imagery and theological 
concepts such as witness to express their 
identity and purposes. Prayer and the 
vows are linked to ministries which in 
turn are linked to works supportive of 
social change. 

Some statements include specific com- 
mitments to particular works of justice, 
most often to working with the poor 
Overall, the new constitutions encourage 
members to be open to the Spirit, 
expansive in their thinking, and creative in 
their chosen undertakings. 

A great challenge facing active religious 
congregations today is to communicate to 
new members what is fundamentally an 
evolving vision. Renewal is still only 
imperfectly understood and realized 
within most groups. Moreover, while 
there are many fine theological insights on 
contemporary religious life, there is as yet 
no comprehensive interpreter of what 21st 
century religious congregations will be 

this circumstance, congregations 
invite those wishing to be sisters to join 
them in the search process. Thus aspiring 
members seek to gain a greater knowledge 
of God and self through prayer, reflection 
and study. They seek to understand the 
world and to gain skill in social analysis 
through both study and hands-on experi 
ences among the poor and marginated in 

the United States and in other countries. 
Most importantly, they seek to determine 

whether they have within themselves the 

spiritual resources to commit to a struggle 

for social transformation where the ob- 

stacles against constructive change seem 

overwhelming, 
For even the most casual observer, the 

most visible outcome of renewal is the 
expansion of the types of work in which 
sisters are engaged. Now one expects to 
encounter sisters employed in many areas 
of parish or diocesan ministry and in health 
care, the media, education and even 
lobbying efforts. 

A great many are engaged in social 
services working in agencies operated by 
the government or by private foundations 
Many perform their ministries within the 
context of a defined congregational or 
church institution while many others work 
singly in the community at large. An 
individual sister’s choice of ministry is both 
personal and communal, rooted in her 
vows, and, most often, decided by a 
matching of personal skills and resources 
with the ability to affect in some way the 

social transformation to which the congre- 

gation sees itself as being called. 
Finally, today religious congregations 

are deliberately directing resources toward 

actions supportive of social justice. The 

Sisters of Providence, for example, some 

time ago turned over a good portion of their 
at Saint Mary of the Woods as a 

site for the construction of a government- 

funded housing complex for the elderly. 
Most often though, such resources are 

human resources and the form is that of 

subsidized ministries. 
‘Almost all congregations have sisters 

engaged in ministries within the United 

Gtates and in other countries which 

cannot support the sisters adequately. 

These may be shelters for the homeless, 

lobbying organizations on behalf of ref- 
ugees or parish work in poor rural or 
urban areas. Whatever the circumstance, 
in agreeing to this arrangement, the 

congregations commit to support these 
sisters by the work of others or by some 
form of fund-raising. 

ther significant resource allocation is 

lawyers, teachers, doctors, counselors so that 
they perform more effectively the works of 
justice. They also invest much in continuing 
education so that whatever her age or 
circumstance an individual sister is updated 
in her professional preparations and 
knowledgeable of current trends within 
church and society. 

In considering this generalized account 
of women religious and the social justice 
agenda, three points need emphasis. First, 
none of what is described above happened 
smoothly or without considerable pain and 
some missteps. 

Second, the process of renewal and 
change is ongoing and will continue into 
the foreseeable future. Furthermore, it is 
happening in our midst within the congre- 

Third, there is in all this a beautiful story 
to be told someday by some enterprising 
historian. The words _ reflective, 
courageous, dignified and faith-filled prob- 
ably best describe the many women 
religious who guided their respective 
congregations into and in this post-Vatican 
I era. The church is fortunate to have had 
them during the last 30 years, and I hope 
Russia has some similar groups within its 
society to mold the vision and to hold to it 
when times get tough. 

As for the sisters themselves, there is in 
fact within congregations a whole lore 
surrounding these recent events. For my 
part, I remember as clearly as yesterday the 
evening in the late 1950s when our superior 
general, influenced by the new Sister 
Formation Movement, announced to the 
community that the young sisters hence- 
forth would be required to complete their 
academic degrees before they would begin 
teaching. I was a new entrant and 
definitely affected by the decision. (I was 
also very happy with it.) 

A few days later one of the superio:s 
joining our group for recreation appeared 
visibly shaken. She shared spontaneously 
that the superiors had just been visited by 
representatives from some of the dioceses 
where we worked and that these persons 
had been highly critical of the congrega- 
tion’s decision to delay our beginning of 
active ministries. It had been a very painful 
confrontation; and I learned later it was not 
the last. However, we stayed; we 
completed our professional preparations; 
and that fact has made all the difference.  



    

Astronauts’ message is 

echo of angelic voices 
by Richard Cain 

You rush around from store t 

looking for just the right gift for Aunt Sally 

You spend hours transforming an 
unimpressive fir into the dazzling Christ 
mas tree of your childhood memories. 

You devote a blustery Saturday after 
noon to turning your yard into a festival 
of blinking lights 

You slave away baking mountains of 

cookies and breads for co-workers 

friends and neighbors 
You struggle over what note to write 

to a person on your Christmas card list 
whom you barely remember 

And _ finally 
Christmas is all over. 

you swear that it will be 

different next year. 
But will it be? What 

are you really looking 

for in Christmas? 

Like 

cans, 

when 

Ameri 
Ann 

many 
Mike and 

Westenberg in Green 

Bay, Wis., find them 

selves each Christmas 

struggling to stay fo 
what Christ 

mas really means 

A lot of pressure is 
put on the holiday by 
society to be materialis: 

tic,’ Mike Westenberg said. ‘“You barely 

have the kids in school and they are 
pushing Christmas sales. There is a 
pressure that, in order to celebrate, you 
have to loads of gifts. But I don’t buy 

into that.” 
When the Westenbergs asked them- 

selves what they were really looking for in 

Christmas, they recognized that what they 

wanted was to experience the closeness of 

a family. Although their family gets 

together often, Christmas is the time they 

really celebrate being family 

‘People reminisce, Ann Westenberg, 

explained. “‘All the photo albums come 
out at Christmastime—the kids when 

they were little. There is a retelling of the 

family stories 
For Dan and 

Owensboro, Ky 
feeling close to others 

cused on 

Laura Robinson in 

Christmas is a time for 

Christmas is the holiday when you 
connectedness with other peo 

Robinson 

often 

celebrate 
said, ‘‘especially 

those you don’t see 

Over the past few years, Robinsons 

have given much thought to what they 

really looking for in Christmas. As a re 

they have de-emphasized the commercial 
side of Christmas in favor of making simple 

gifts and doing things for other people 

They also make a special effort to visit 
f y and friends they otherwise do not 
see often. Sometime during the holidays 

each year the Robinsons travel to the small 
farming community of Remington in 
northwest Indiana, where many of his 

relatives live, to celebrate a big, old-fash- 
ioned Christmas. 

Beneath these rituals—traveling to the 
old home, opening gifts one by one, 
starting with dad, songs, and the tables 

laden with food—what Robinson is looking 

for is a warm feeling of belonging 
When I think of Christmas,” he said, 

I think of a fire in the fireplace. You're 
relaxed with the ones you love.” 

Like the West- 

enbergs and the Robin 
Mike and Sarah 

Yaworsky in Rochester, 

N.Y., have been re-eval 

uating how they cele 

brate Christmas. For 
them, Christmas 

becoming a reaction to 

negatives 
The buy, buy, buy 

tendency, the rushing 

around and the ‘Can't 
wait until this is over 
Mike Yaworsky la 

mented. “I didn’t grow 
up hearing that.’” 

For him, the ideal of 

Christmas is best seen from the child’s 

point of view. 
“Christmas was fabulous when I was a 

kid,’” he said. “It was like a day completely 

out of time. Grownups behaved dif- 
ferently. 1 felt cozy inside. Everyone 
worked hard to create a special mood of 

anticipation. When I can get that feeling, 

back, it’s terrific.”” 
What he is looking for in Christmas, he 

realizes, is the coming of God’s kingdom, a 
feeling that everything is right 

“1 will always remember the Christmas 

of 1968,” he said, “when the Apollo 8 

astronauts broadcast their vision that the 

world is one and that people have the 
capacity to get their act together 

orsky said he thinks the message 

from Apollo 8 was an echo of an earlier 

message from the sky, the angels’ procla 
mation of peace on earth. 

In my mind, they’ve been 

intertwined, he explained All the 

earthly scheming and squabbling come to a 

world can tend to a lowly 

sons, 

was 

always 

stop so the 
helpless child 

Rich Cain is the editor of 

Spirit,” newspaper of the Diocese of Wheel 

W. Va.) 

The Ca 

Charleston, 

WORLD VIEW—When asked what they are really looking for in Christmas, 

  

  

A supplement to Catholic news- 
papers published by Catholic News 
Service, 3211 Fourth Street, N.E., 
Washington, D.C. 20017-1100. All 
contents are copyrighted ©1991 by 
Catholic News Service.   
  

most 

people say they want to experience the closeness of family. One man said he has fond 

memories of the Christmas of 1968 and the vision of the Apollo 8 astronauts. He said 

their vision that ‘‘the world is one and that people have the capacity to get their act 

together was an echo of an earlier message from the sky, the angel’s proclamation of 

peace on earth.’ (CNS photos courtesy of NASA) 

Jesus is one of us and is close at 

hand—a Lord for the here-and-now 
by David Gibson 

What the angel told the shepherds that 

first Christmas was that Jesus is the Lord 
Today ‘Lord’ appears to rank high 

among the titles or names for Jesus. People 

speak commonly of turning their problems 
‘over to the Lord’’ or encourage each other 

to “take it to the Lord.” 

Jesus is also savior, redeemer, Prince of 

Peace—each title bringing into view some 

aspect of his role in human lives 
But what is his role as Lord? 

Images of royal grandeur could easily 

spring to mind with a term such as “Lord.” 
Little grandeur awaited the shepherds that 

night, however. The king they met was of 
a different sort 

The risk in using a term such as “Lord” 

is that it might suggest in the back of one’s 

mind that Jesus must be lofty and remote. 

uninvolved in the events of one’s life 
But this Lord is present. That is what 

Christmas is about, what the incarnation Is 

about: Jesus is one of us, close at hand, a 

Lord for the here-and-now 

(David Gibson edits Faith Alive!) 

  
  

  

| 
| with you? Why? 

“Friend . . 

crowds of 

“Prince of Peace . .   
    

_. A friend is a constant in one’s life.” 

(Marylou Buddi, Sioux Falls, South Dakota) 

“Right now, healer. Th 
my family who are ill. . . . 

ere are a number of people in 
I just try to place whatever it is 

DISCUSSION POINT 

Jesus is friend, 
This Week's Question 

Think about the many titles by which Jesus is known: 

Lord, Messiah, Savior, etc. What title most strikes home 

healer, teacher 
“Jesus is a second father to me.” (Dina Hallow, sixth 

grade, Lucernemines, Pennsylvania) 

rd. He is the one who taught us about God. 
“Jesus is Lot 

He died for us, 
Pennsylvania) 

“The title I like best is the New Adam.” (Lewis B. Polk 

Jr., Albany, Georgia) 

“Comforter. Focusing on Jesus’ image helps me find 

in his hands and I know he will heal it, regardless of | Pear and comfort to get through the hard times. 

whether it is the kind of healing I may be expecting.” Minnesota) 

(Emily Freeman, Bridgeport, Ohio) 

“Teacher . . . . Almost every picture shows Jesus with 

, teaching them.” (Jared Stango, sixth 

grade, Lucernemines, Pennsylvania) 
. . Princes are capable of waging 

| great war and great peace. Jesus chooses peace.” (Julie 

Tangredi, St. Joseph, Minnesota) 

too.” (Jason Rado, sixth grade, Lucernemines, 

(Christine Codden, St. Cloud, 

‘An upcoming edition asks: Based on your experience, 

what is a necessary action if two people are to reconcile 

their differences: 
If you would publica’ 

write to Faith Alive! at 3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washington, 

D.C. 20017-1100. 

? 

Lend Us Your Voice 

like to respond for possible publication,   
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People look to God for 
peace and harmony in 

our divided humanity 
prything that came with it 

  

humanity and ev: 
by F’. Eugene LaVerdiere That meant living totally in the service of 

his Father The angel who announced the good The Faisrin gee Onto aay trae Decale 
news to shepherds keeping nightwatch Jesus accepted this humanity and became 

over their flock in the region of Bethle” | the slave or servant of God to the point of 
hem told them that the savior who had dying, God exalted him above every 

just been born was not only Messiah but | Gther’ person so that absolutely every 

Lord (Luke 2:10-11) . creature would confess that he—Jesus 
What did the title ‘“Lord’’ imply? Christ—is “Lord.” | 
Why should it figure in our celebration il there a « pace | 
7 > 

of Chinstmas? _ , By becoming the servant or the slave of 
The early Christians had a wonderful God, Jesus was connected with God as the 

hymn that connected Jesus’ title as Lord Lard of all and the source of all life 

to his incarnation, that is to his birth and Thabis why lesan Lathe wasvdifferent. 
all that flowed from taking on the human foetal others: Hi | 
condition. 

It is found in St. Paul's letter to the 
Christians at Philippi (2:6-11) 

The hymn speaks of Christ Jesus, who 

was in the form of God but did not consider 
divinity something to be grasped 

Rather, Christ emptied himself and 2 
took on the form of a slave. In doing so, This Lord enters our human condition, 

he took on the fullness of humanity, | breaking down the walls that divide 
including death. | People. 

Now, being a slave might seem the Recognizing that we all share in the one 
opposite of being the Lord, a title that life that comes to us from Christ the Lord, | 

belonged to God as the source of alll life we find peace. | 
The background for this hymn. in- And that truly is good news today. 

cludes the figure of Adam, the first It is so very difficult to accept being what 
human being. Like Adam, Jesus was in we are; simple human beings, all of us, ina 
the form—that is the image and like- | World that we must begin to share. 

Recognizing Jesus as Lord should move 
us to celebrate Christmas with people of all 
races, nations and cultures. 

For this is not the sort of Lord who is 
simply above and outside our human 
experience and needs. 

| 

ness—of God. But Adam did indeed But somehow, on Christmas, it seems | 
grasp at divinity, as in various ways we pe sible | HLA “is 

all do. We do this in all those petty For that is what the meaning of | s 

revolts at being mere creatures that fill Christmas is truly all about. | CELEBRATE TOGETHER—Recognizing Jesus as Lord should move us to celebrate 

our lives. | (Blessed Sacrament Father Eugene LaVer- | Christmas with people of all races, nations and cultures. For this is not the sort of Lord who 

Jesus was different from Adam. Jesus diere is a Scripture scholar. He serves as the | is simply above and outside our human experience and needs. This Lord enters our human 
condition, breaking down the walls that divide people. (CNS illustration by Jean Denton) 

  did not grasp at divinity, but accepted senior editor of Emmanuel magazine.) 

  

At this ho ly season, We thank God 

for all’ the generous people who 

share in our work, of educating priests 

and lay ministers for the (hurch 
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e spirit of peace 
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s new spirit 

  

e of the Christmas meaning. 

As the hours of the Yule unfold 

As each package reveals its 

lreasure, ay peace, love, JOY 

  

And understanding bring you 

And yours true Christmas pleasure 
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Jesus ‘took the form of a slave’: 

the mystery of the Incarnation 
by John F. Fink 

During a recent conversatior, w ith some 

friends, someone asked the general ques: 
tion, ‘What's your favorite Bible pas: 
sage?” I'm not sure | had thought about it 

before, and it’s truly difficult to select one 
tavorite passage. But having thought about 

it, I think I’d select this passage from St 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians in which he 
said about Christ 

Though he was in the form of God, he 
did not deem equality with God something to 
be grasped at. Rather, he eny/tied himself 
and took the form ofa slave, being bor in the 
likeness of humans. He was known to be of 

human estate, and it was thus that he 

humbled himself, obediently accepting even 
death, death on a cross! Because of this, God 

highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name above every other name, so that at 

Jesus’ name every knee must bend in the 

heavens, on the earth, and under the earth 
and every tongue proclaim to the glory of 
God the Father: JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!” 

Phil, 2:6-11). 

The Catholic Church seems to like this 

passage too because it is part of the Liturgy 
of Hours for Evening Prayer on most 
Saturdays of the year. 

There is much to meditate about in that 
passage, but for this article I will concen- 
trate on the part that pertains to the 
mystery of the Incarnation. That, of course, 
is what we celebrate on Christmas 

was in the form of God.’ He is 
God, the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity. God the Son is the incarnate Word 
of God, the supreme manifestation of 

God's self-communication. John’s Gospel 

put it this way: “‘In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God; all things were made through 

him, and without him was not anything 

made that was made” (Jn. 1:1-3) 

Thus, the church teaches us that God 
the Son has existed from all eternity, not 
just from the time he became human. He 
became human in time but existed as 
God from all eternity. As John expressed 
it The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us” Jn. 1:14). Or as Paul said: “He 
emptied Punself and took the form of a 
slave, being born in the likeness of 
humans. He was known to be of human 

estate, and it was thus that he humbled 
himself.’ For someone who is God to 

take on the form of a human is indeed to 
humble himself! 

When he was conceived by ‘he power of 
the Holy Spirit, God the Son united to 
himself two natures, the divine and 
human. In theological terms, this &nown 
as the hypostatic union, a term that was 
introduced at the Council of Ephesus in 
431. It means that in Jesus there are two 
complete and distinct natures, the divine 
and human, joined in one person, so the 
result is a person who is both perfect God 
and perfect man 

Jesus 
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Why did God do this? To redeem 

humankind, something that could be done 

only by someone who was both human and 
divine. He did it by “obediently accepting 
even death, death on a cross!” Or as the 
letter to Titus said, ‘When the kindness 
and love of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us; not because of any righteous 
deeds we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He saved us through the baptism 
of new birth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit’’ (Ti. 3:4,5) 

The Second Vatican Council explained it 
this way: ‘In the human nature which he 
united to himself, the Son of God 
redeemed humanity and transformed us 
into a new creation by overcoming death 

through his own death and resurrection 
(‘Lumen Gentium’’) 

Another Vatican Il document, “‘Gau- 
dium et Spes,"’ teaches this about the 

Incarnation: “He who is ‘the image of the 
Invisible God’ (Col. 1:15) is himself the 
perfect human. To the sons and daughters 
of Adam he restores the divine likeness 
which had been disfigured from the first sin 
onward. Since human nature, as he 
assumed it, was not annulled, by that very 
fact it has been raised up to a divine dignity 
in our respect too 

‘For by his Incarrtation, the Son of God 
has united himself in some: “sshion with 
every person. He worked with human 
hands. He thought with a human mind, 
acted by human choice, and loved with a 
human heart. Born of the Virgin Mary, he 
has truly been made one of us, like us in all 
things except sin.’ 

But none of this answers the question, 
“How car ene person be both divine and 
human?” Nobody can completely under- 
stand the mystery of the Incarnation— 
which is why it is called a mystery. That's 
why the Incarnation was the occasion for so 
much controversy during the early centur- 
ies of the church when Christians were 
trying to come to grips with the question. 
‘Who was Jesus Christ?”’ 

Here are some of the parts of the 
mystery that we can’t understand: 

At Bethlehem a baby was born, but it 
would be incorrect to say that God was 
bern because God has always existed 
But we also can’t say that only Jesus’ 
human nature was born since both 
natures were united in one person. All 
we can really say is that God assumed a 
human nature. (He really did this, of 
course, at Nazareth nine months before 
he was born in Bethlehem.) 

We know that Jesus had both human 
knowledge and divine knowledge, but 
we can’t understand how that worked in 
practice. Human knowledge must be 
acquired, but divine knowledge is not. 

The entire person of Jesus suffered and 
died on the cross, but God cannot die. And 
yet we cannot say that only the human 
nature died. This is part of the mystery 

These were some of the questions the 
early Christians had when they were trying, 
to figure Out just who Jesus was. In trying 

to come up with answers, the church 
accepted some and rejected others. Coun 
cils were called to settle controversies, to 
define doctrine and to condemn heresies. 
(A heresy is the formal and obstinate denial 
or doubt by a baptized professed person of 
any truth which must be believed as a 
matter of divine and Catholic faith.) As the 
heresies were condemned, the doctrine of 
the Incarnation was refined 

Here are some of the early heresies that 
concerned the incarnation 

> Adoptionism, which taught that Jesus 
was subordinate to God and was his Son by 
adoption rather than by nature 

®Modalism, which taught that the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are not really 
distinct persons but only three different 
modes of being, 

Arianism, by far the most devastat- 
ing of the early heresies, which denied 
the divinity of Christ. Numerous saints, 
particularly Athanasius, are honored 
today because of their defense of the 
church against Arianism. It was con- 
demned by the First Council of Nicaea in 
325 but spread) widely. 

Apollinarianism, which attacked the 
soul of Christ, saying that since Christ was 
whole, human and divine, the completion 
of such a being could only be made where 
there was sin. This was condemned by the 
Council of Constantinople in 381 

Nestorianism, which denied the real 
unity of divine and human natures. 
Nestorius also denied that Mary could 
properly be called the Mother of God, 
saying that she was the mother only of 
Christ’s hurvan nature. This heresy was 
condemned by the Councils of Ephesus in 
431 and Chaldedon in 451. The Council of 
Ephesus defined Theotokos (‘‘Bearer of 

God’’) as the title of Mary, Mother and Son 

of God made human. Today there ore 
many Nestorians scattered throughout the 
world as members of several Eastern 
Christian churches 

»Monophysitism, which denied 
Christ’s human nature (the opposite of 
Arianism). This was condemned by the 
Council of Chalcedon in 451, but today 
there are Monopixysite Armenians, Copts, 
Syrians, Ethiopians and Jacobites. 

 Monothelitism, which denied the 
human will of Christ, and which was 
condemned by the Third Council of 
Constantinople in 681 

The Incarnation is a mystery that we 
must believe on faith alone because we 
cannot fully comprehend it. We can, 
however, marvel at it—marvel at the fact 

that someone who was in the form of 
God would actually lower himself, 
humble himself, to take on our imperfect 
human nature. He did it because of his 
perfect love for us. 

NATIVITY SCENE—“So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph and the infant lying 

in the manger’ (Lk 2:16). The visit of the shepherds after the birth of Jesus is depicted in this 

in 
17th-century line drawing by Rembrandt. The original 
i the (CNS photo from Rijksmuseum Amsterdam) 

part of the collection of Rijksmuseum  



December 20, 1991 

The Church of the Nativity marks 

  

FORTRESS CHURCH—The outside of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem resembles 

+ fortress, The entrance is the small door toward which the people are walking. 

uy John F. Fink 

The last time | was in the Church of the 

Nativity in Bethlehem it was pouring down 

rain outside. That night I wrote in my diary, 

‘I'm sorry to have to report that the roof of 

the church is leaking again 

This was in January of 1989 and | had 

written an article about this church in The 
Criterion’s 1988 Christmas supplement 
that included the history of its root. ICs 

only one thing about this church ¢ 

makes it unique among the C hristian 

shrines in the Holy Land 

The Church of the Nativity, built over 

the cave where Jesus was born, is the 

oldest Christian church in the world still 

in use. It was one of three great hurches 

built in the Holy Land by Emperor 

Constantine’s mother, Helena, back in 

the fourth century after Constantine 

legalized Christianity in the Roman Em- 

pire. The others were the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre built over Calvary and 

the tomb of Christ, and one at the top of 

the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem 

How did Helena know w here to build 

a church where Jesus was born? Well, 

back in the year 135 the Emperor Hadrian 

crushed a revolt of the Jews and de 

stroyed Jerusalem. In Bethlehem he 

found that Christians were preserving, the 

site of Jesus’ birth, so he profaned the 

spot by building a temple dedicated to 

Adonis, god of beauty and love. By doing 

so, he fixed the site for the future Helena 

tore down the tem) to the Roman god, 

found the cave beneath it intact, and built 

the Church of the Nativity 

Later, of course, many other churches 

vere built, but they were all destroyed 

atter the Persians invaded the Holy Land 

“1 614. It has been estimated that the 

Persians destroyed 300 churches But the 

Church of the Nativity was spared 

because it contained a mosaic showing, 

the magi worshiping the C hrist child and 

the magi were wearing ancient Persian 

costumes. That’s why it is today the 

world’s oldest Christian church. 

today’s church isn’t exactly 

0 That 
very 

Of course, 

the same as the one Helena built 

church was a magnificent basilica 

richly decorated with mosaics, marble and 

frescoes. It was like that for two centuries 

In 529 the Samaritans from Nablus 

revolted against the Christian Byzantine 

government and plundered Bethlehem ar d 

burned the church. The Patriarch of 

Jerusalem asked the Emperor Justinian to 

restore the church, and it is the Justinian 

church that still stands today. 
During the time of the Crusaders, when 

many of today’s churches and shrines in 
the Holy Land were built, the Church of the 

Nativity was repaired and restored. 

Which brings us back to the story of 
the church’s roof. After the Crusaders 

had repaired the church, it again showed 
signs of neglect through the centuries At 

one point the roof was in serious need of 
repair and in 1482 King Edward IV of 

England managed to get the Mameluke 

kings then ruling the Holy Land to accept 
several tons of lead to be melted down 

and used to seal the ancient timbers. This 

did the trick for exactly 120 years. 
In 1683, though, the Ottoman Turks 

were well on their way to conquering much 

of Europe. They had overrun what Is now 

Albania, Greece, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, 

Romania, part of Austria, and they had 

Vienna surrounded. But they needed lead 

to make bullets. So they stripped the lead 

from the roof of the Church of the Nativity 

and rushed it to the troops. Fortunately for 

the Christian world, King John III of Poland 

arrived in Vienna with an army of 25,000 

men before the lead arrived and the Turks 

were sent into retreat Eventually they 

were pushed out of Europe 

But the damage had been done to the 

roof, For the next 300 years there were 

puddles all over the floor 

whenever it rained. No one would take it 

upon himself to fix the roof because of a 

document called the Status Quo decreed 

by the Turkish ruler Sultan Abdul Mejid 

1 That document was meant to 

among Christian 

church’s 

settle arguments 
communities that were claiming the 

church. However, it didn’t say who was 
supposed to fix the roof 

Finally, in 1983, someone sneaked up 

on the roof and fixed it. Some say it was 

done by the Israelis; others say that God 

finally grew tired of the bickering and 

sent a crew of angels to do it 

CHURCH INTERIOR—The interior of the Church of 

was born is below the main altar. 

that. when I 

the roof was leakir 

the sad fact i 

there in 1989 agair 

There were four large puddles where the 
rain was dripping onto the floor. Since it 

k been dripping onto that floor for 
nturies, I feel certain that it still is today 

The Church of the Nativity is built as a 
val fortress. The entrance 1s a very 

small door only four feet high, which means 

you have to stoop low to enter This was done 

to prevent horse-mounted from 

rushing in, It cert) ly did that 
The church is not only a Catholic 

church. Rather it is shared among Roman 
Catholics, Greek Orthodox and Armeni- 
ans according to that Status Quo docu- 

ment. An attractive modern Catholic 

church, St. Catherine's, is next to the 

church and is connected to it 
The Church of the Nativity has large 

pillars on both sides of the middle aisle that 

leads to the altar. The cave where Jesus was 

medic 

soldiers 

Jesus’ birth 
born is below the main altar and is reached 

y descending step 
altar 
wide 

The cave itself is 35 ong by 10 feet 

At one end is a brass star affixed tc 

the stone floor inscribed with the Latin Hn 

de Virgine 
(‘Her of the Virgin Mary Jesus Christ was 

born’). On the side of the room is the small 

Altar of the Adoration of the Mag 
You really can’t tell you're in 2 

because the stone walls are Cov ered with 

sheets of asbestos. were 

painted with scenes from the life of Jesus 

but today they are blackened from the soot 

of constantly burning candles and the 

paintings are nearly totally obscured 
But there are other caves beneath the 

church that do look like caves. They are all 

connected and are now chapels. Groups | 
have been with usually celebrate Mass in 

one of those caves. One of them is where 

St. Jerome lived for many years 

t 
Mana Jesus Christus natus est 

cave 

These sheets 

WHERE JESUS WAS BORN—A brass star on the floor marks the spot where Jesus was 

born. At the right is the Altar of the Adoration of the Magi. 
SS Se 
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The 3 feasts after Christmas 

POST-CHRISTMAS FEASTS—On the first two days after 

Christmas the church honors St. Stephen, the first martyr, 

and St. John the Apostle, respectively, with special feast 

days. Father lawrence E. Mick explains their connection to 

the feast of Christmas: St. Stephen reminds us that Christ- 

ff : 
mas was the beginning of a story that leads to Calvary and 

Easter, and St. John speaks of the coming of the Word of 

God into the world, the wedding, of the human and the 

divine forever. At left is the stoning of St. Stephen and St. 

John is at right. (CNS photos) 
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by Fr. Lawrence E. Mick 

Catholics who participate in daily Eucharist or the 

Liturgy of the Hours in the week after Christmas meet 

some unexpected saints 

The day after Christmas, Dec. 26, is the feast of St 

Stephen, the first martyr of the hurch. The next day is the 

feast of St. John, the apostle and evangelist. The third day 

after Christmas is the feast of the Holy Innocents, those 

infants murdered by the decree of King, Herod when Jesus 

was taken to Egypt by Mary and Joseph 

Confronted by these three feasts immediately after 

Christmas Day, many people wonder why they are 

celebrated then. Why not some other time of year? It seems 

to intrude on the feeung of “comfort and joy’ that the 

Christmas carols lead us to expect during this season. 

The historical answer to this conundrum is simple: These 

feasts were celebrated on these dates even before Christmas 

was placed on Dec. 25, and originally they had no particular 

connection with the feast of Christ's birth 

However, that happened centuries ago and the saints’ 

feasts could easily have been moved, as so many other feasts 

have been changed through the years. 

So perhaps there are connections between these 

saints’ days and Christmas that have led the church to 

maintain this calendar sequence 

St. Stephen is known as the proto-martyt, the first 

follower of Jesus te die for his faith Stoned, with Saul (later 

St. Paul) watching, Stephen is said to have died with a 

prayer of forgiveness for his killers on his lips, in clear 

imitation of his master. 

Celebrating this feast the day after Christmas reminds us 

of the implications of Christ's birth. 

Stephen was killed because he was preaching the good 

news of Jesus. We, too, are called to spread the good 

news to others, and we must be willing to imitate the 

Lord even to the point of death if that is what is required 

to be faithful. 

St. Stephen thus reminds us that Christmas was the 

beginning of a story that leads to Calvary and Easter. 

‘The feast of John the Evangelist also calls us to a different 

view of Christmas. Older Catholics will remember that we 

used to read the beginning of John’s Gospel as the last 

Gospel at every Mass. That Gospel is still used in the third 

Mass of Christmas Day. 
John speaks of the coming of the Word of God into the 

world. “To his own he came_ yet his own did not accept 

him. Any who did accept him he empow ered to become 

children of God.’” “The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling place among us.”’ 
The message of Christmas is much more than the babe 

in the manger. It is the wedding of the human and the 

divine forever. 
Christmas celebrates the incar’ ation, the enfleshment 

of God, and all the implications of that marvelous 

event—his continuing presence in our world, not now as 

the babe in the manger, but as the risen one who lives 

and reigns forever. 

The feast of the Holy Innocents seems more naturally 

related to Christmas since it commemorates those infants 

who died when Herod tried to destroy the newborn king. 

Yet, this feast too reminds us that Christmas is not all 

“Silent Night’ and “Joy to the World.’ The coming of Jesus 

into the world was, as Simeon told Joseph and Mary, a sign 

of contradiction. Though he came to bring us fullness of joy, 

his presence also brought conflict and suffering. 

So these three feasts all help us to broaden our 

understanding of the meaning of Christmas. They celebrate 

the ultimate victory over suffering and death that Christ’s 

coming made possible 
1991 by Catholic News Service 

The origin of ‘The 12 

Days of Christmas’ 
by Fr. Gary Ziuraitis 

From 1558 until 1829 the Catholics of England were 

forbidden by law to practice their faith. Catholics, therefore, 
devised some symbolic songs to teach their children. One of 

these was “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 

The 12 days are from Dec. 25 to Jan. 6, the feast of 

Epiphany. God gives gifts on each of the 12 days 

The first gift is a partridge in a pear tree. The bird stands for 

Christ, who gathers his young under his wings. God’s first 
gift, therefore, is Jesus. 

Two turtle doves represent the sacrifice of a Jewish family 

at the birth of a son. Our sacrifice is the divine liturgy. 

Three French hens symbolize the three gifts of the Magi or 

the three gifts of faith, hope and charity. 
Four calling birds are supposed to make us think of the 

four evangelists. 
Five golden rings suggest the first five books of the Old 

laying suggest the six days of the week when 
supposed to labor. 

Seven swans-a-swimming are meant to remind us of the 

seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Eight maids-a-milking are the eight beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing recall the fruits of the Holy Spirit 

mentioned in Galatians 5:22. 
Ten !nvds-a-leaping represent the Ten Commandments. 

Elec» pirers piping refer to the 11 apostles, without mention 

of Judas. 
Finally, twelve drummers drumming remind us of the 12 

articles of faith in the Nicene Creed.    
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Mary was a woman of dignity 
by Fr. Robert L. Kinast 

| thought I had given a good talk on Mary as a model of 

discipleship. During the refreshment period afte:ward, | 
saw Ruth heading toward me 

This 70-year-old, arthritic woman atte: ded everyt) ing 

and always had a ready opinion about vhat she he. rd 

Good preparation,” she began. ‘You worked on that 
Lagreed 

But you're the victim of hindsight.” 

asked what she meant, and of course she told me 

When you look at Mary, you know how everything's 

going to turn out, so you don’t know what she really had to 

go through. You might miss what she was really like 

Lasked Ruth what she thought Mary was really like 

‘A woman who kept her dignity in spite of everything that 

happened to her.’ I didn’t have to ask Ruth to elaborate, she 

was already under wa’. Here is what she said. 

It must have been extremely difficult for Mary to 

convince her family and friends that her pregnancy was not 

the result of a sinful indiscretion but the will of the most high 

God. Who would have believed her? Even Joseph needed a 

special dream to accept Mary's story 
The questions and skepticism directed at her could 

have crushed her self-image. After all, she was a 

teen-ager and her personality and self-assurance were 
just beginning to take shape 

How did Mary handle all this pressure? She looked after 

Elizabeth. Instead of defending herself, she asserted herself. 

Instead of going into hiding, she went into service 

Mary knew who she was and what she had to give, and 

she would not be deterred just because others didn’t believe 

her or couldn’t imagine God doing what she described. 
It wasn’t easy for Elizabeth either. If people were 

suspicious of Mary, what would they think of Elizabeth 

allowing Mary to take care of her? What did Elizabeth 
think of Mary? ‘Blessed are you among women and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb. But who am I that 

the mother of my savior should come to visit me?” 

(Luke 1:42-43) 

  

Why women make 
S 

Doubters may sneer, but those of us w ho are “‘born to 

shop’ and who regularly “’shop till we drop” know that 

we are only doing what we were foreordained to do. To 

Jean on just one more cliche, “It’s a dirty job, but some 

of us have to do it.’’ 
It is also a true, if sexist, observation that women make 

the best shoppers. They are generally smaller than men, 
which permits them to dart through store aisles and traverse 

heavy shopping traffic with greater speed and dexterity 

They have smaller, quicker hands with which to riffle 

through stacks of merchandise, and keener noses for 
smelling commercial rats. 

Women’s sense of purpose while shopping is never 

diluted by the need for food or rest. They can cover entire 

outlet malls in one afternoon, never missing a bargain or a 

blue light special, and be fresh and ready when the stores in 
a neighboring town open next morning. 

True shoppers are well organized. They make lists, 
compare prices, clip coupons, plan itineraries and prepare 

alternate strategies. They read advertisements and under- 

stand the language in which they are written 
If an ad proclaims “going out of business,’” the 

experienced shopper whirs throug... her mental catalogue of 

retail history to check the facts. She knows that “bargains” 

will not be bargains ‘n stores which have been going out of 
business for the past five or 10 years 

Good shoppers, i.e., women, are always prepared to 

examine interesting items along their route Men tend to enter 

an appointed store, zero in on an appointed item, buy it and 

leave at an appointed time, i.e., as quickly as possible. They 

cast their glance on absolutely nothing else, going or coming. 

Women, on the other hand, will snatch up a Tibetan 

temple bell from a shelf full of closeout items, pore over its 

workmanship, make it sound, think about friends who 

might like to be rewarded with it on their wedding 
anniversaries, and speculate on its cost versus its beauty and 

value. After all, they muse, native Tibetans have labored 

over this thing, dock workers and merchant seamen have 

transported it across the sea, and merchandising experts 

have placed it in their stock. It deserves some attention. 

Clever shoppers also understand the value of money, 

bargain hunting being the top item on their list of shopping 

priorities. They often witness to that fact by driving 65 miles 

to save a dollar, or applying similar economies. No 

fainthearts, they: their persistence over time has created a 

whole sub-culture devoted to the discount mentality. 

Dedicated shoppers are creative. If the poncho on sale is 

too long, they can always cut off a strip around the bottom 

and use it as a matching scarf. When a marked-down set of 

dishes for eight is missing a piece or two, they simply feed 
no more than six guests at a time 

The best shoppers are often generous gift-givers. Part of 

the reason is holiday frenzy, part is sentimentality, and part 

is because they can use only so much stuff themselves 

No matter: In the end, it’s still more blessed to give than 

to receive. Take it from an expert shopper 

These women recognized each other at a deep level 

They respected and affirmed each othe:; together they 

maintained their dignity. Elizabeth’s response was no 

doubt a great strength to Mary when the time came for 

her delivery 

it would have been hard enough to give birth to her 

first child amid so much attention, but according to 

Luke’s Gospel Mary had to give birth in a strange town 

forced to go there because of a foreign government's 

demand for a census 

Worst of all, there was no suitable place in the town for 

her to stay. Every shred of her maternal dignity was stripped. 

away in these circumstances. What did Mary do? 

She graced the situation by giving, birth right there She 

took the insensitivity of others and filled it with a new life 

She took the inconvenience of the law and brought forth its 

fulfillment. She took the absence of her own family and 

friends and used it to open her temporary doors to 

shepherds as well as traveling scholars. 
The dignity of her motherhood came from within, from 

the experience of giving birth, from her union with God 

Her dignity did not depend on external comforts, public 

recognition or even simple courtesy, and her inner strength 
dignified others 

When she and Joseph presented Jesus for circumcision in 

the temple, they transformed a ‘customary ritual of the 

law” into a moment of revelation, a pious man, Simeon, 

into a prophet and a true prophetess, Anna, into a teacher 

(Luke 2:22-38). 

When it was all over, they returned to their home where 

they helped Jesus grow in wisdom and grace and the dignity 

of his mother, which he would later share with the poor, the 

rejected, the abused and even the victims of hindsight 

1991 by Catholic News Service 
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Kinast says that the dignity of Mary's motherhood ‘‘came 

from within, from the experience of giving birth, from her 
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comforts, public recognition or even simple courtesy, and 

her inner strength dignified others.”” (CNS photo) 
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Our readers’ Christmas memories 

The Christmas of 

the crossed signals 
r by Jacqueline Poradek 

Spencer 

My most memorable Christmas was 1951. 
Traditionally, our family gathered to- 

gether after church for a Christmas Day 

feast and gift giving. That year it was 
decided we would go to my sister’s house 
in Muncie. Since it was a true “gathering 
of the clan,’”” family members drove 75 to 

100 miles from southern Indiana 

Coming from a family of good cooks, 
everyone was anxious to contribute to the 
meal. It was decided my sister would fix 
only the turkey while everyone else pitched 
in for the rest of the meal 

When we arrived early on Christmas, 
everyone was surprised and dismayed to 
learn that she had prepared everything but 
the turkey, thinking the rest of the family 
was providing that part of the meal 

Luckily, my brother-in-law knew of a 
small grocery store open until noon on 
Christmas, so he and some of my 
brothers drove there and bought several 
pounds of hamburger. 

For dinner that day, we had sausage, 
oyster and cornbread dressing, candied 
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Happy and Healthy New Year 
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yams, scalloped potatoes, creamed onions 
carrots au gratin, green bean casserole, 
broccoli casserole, corn pudding, stewed 
tomatoes, stuffed celery, stuffed mushrooms, 
pickled beets, Harvard beets, Waldorf salad, 
tossed green salad with homemade dressing, 
cranberry sauce, jellied cranberry/orange 
salad. 

We also had Parker House rolls, 
cornbread muffins, date-nut bread, pop- 
overs, pumpkin, apple, pecan and mince 
pies, date pudding, chocolate cake, fruit 
cake, four kinds of fudge and dozens of 
cookies. 

In the center of the table, there was a 
wonderful six- or seven-pound meat loaf 
that my sister had artistically molded in the 
shape of a turkey! 

There aren’t many of us left in 1991, but 
when we get together again this year, we'll 
remember and have another big laugh 
about the Christmas of ‘51. 

A Buon Natale— 
Christmas in Rome 

by Jack Bogenschutz 
Batesville 

Christmas, 1951, was at the North 
American College on Via dell’ Umilta’ 30, 
Rome, Italy. 

In the previous August I had arrived in 
Rome at the age of 20 to reside at the North 
American College and study theology at 
the Gregorian University. 

This was my first Christmas in Rome. In 
preparation for our midnight Mass, our 
cassocks, with blue piping and a red sash, 
were immaculate and Monsignor Burns 
expected them so. 

Our college Christmas Mass was sung. 
The vestments were gold, the incense 
smelled sweet and, of course, we singers 
were great. 

After the Mass the student body of 
one hundred men went to the refectory 
for thick, hot chocolate and pannetone, a 

sweet cake. 
We then scattered to various rooms to 

ies with local food and 

Christmas packages from home. 
About 5:00 o’dock in the morning, 

word was passed that a young Benedic- 
tine monk was to sing his first Mass at St. 
Anastasia Church. 

We grabbed our black hats, wrapped 
our capes around us, and started off at a 
quick pace for St. Anastasia. It was cold in 
Rome that early morning. 

The young monk was ready when we 
arrived. The candles were lit and their rays 
were bouncing off the chalice and paten. 
There were no lights. 

The young priest intoned the Introit and 
since we had brought our Libers, we sang 
the chant for the Mass of the second 
Christmas church, St. Anastasia. 

After this Mass we started for St. Mary 
Major, the third Christmas church. It is 

huge, the celebrant was a cardinal, the 
choir sang polyphony, and so ended the 
Christmas Masses. 

Back to the college then. We tried to get 
a little sleep because we had invited some 
poor kids of the Trastevere area of Rome to 
the college for hot chocolate, cookies, and 

  
  

cartoons. After the bambini left, Christmas 
was truly over. 

So in this Christmas of ’91, I bid you a 
Buon Natale (Merry Christmas) and a Pax tibi 
(Peace to you). 

Christmas of 1980 
most memorabl 

by Carita Girman 
Indianapolis 

I will always treasure the Christmas of 
1980—a special Christmas for which the 
whole family made it home. It was the first 
Christmas after I was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer at the age of 27. 

To this day | still have a picture in my 
mind of everyone in the family sitting in 
the living room of my parents’ house 
during the opening of the presents. I 
recall sitting on the lap of my husband, 
who in turn was sitting on the green stool 
to the left of the fireplace. 

I can visualize who was sitting on the 
couch located along the wall to my right 
and I can see Dad standing in the doorway 
to the kitchen. It is al! so clear. 

But even more vivid than the memory 
of the faces and relative locations of all 
the family members is the memory of 
how I felt that day. 

I was so very, very happy. It is difficult 
to describe, but I remember feeling so filled 
with love and joy that I felt almost delirious 
or intoxicated. 

As the holidays approached, I had 
anticipated that I would experience even 
more self-pity and depression than usual. I 
never expected that the love I felt in that 
room that day would be so overwhelming 
that it would drive out any feeling of 
sadness deep inside of me. 

For once in my life 1 could really see 
everyone in my family without any of my 
insecurities, petty jealousies, or anciewt 
grudges to blur my vision. I cout see thea 
everyone there was concerned) #4o+ i” 
well being and tried to show ‘svt ak 
support in his or her own way. 

Perhaps the Christmas of 1980 meant so 
much to me because of all the special 
attention I received that year. I don’t really 

it though. Believing that Christmas 

given me a new perspective and made me 
realize what was really important to me. 

In Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town” a 
recently-deceased young wife is granted 
her wish to observe one day in her life. She 
chooses, not a momentous, emotional day 
such as her wedding day, but <:. ordinary 
day like any other day. 

However, the young woman soon 
realizes that even observing her mom 
making breakfast and listening to mean- 
ingless family conversation is too much to 
take. With her new perspective on life, 
she gains a new appreciation for what is 
really important. 

This new appreciation makes even the 
ordinary too extraordinary for her to bear 
emotionally. She asks, ‘‘Doesn’t anyone 
ever realize life while they live it—every 
minute?”’ 

Fortunately, Christmas 1980 was not my 
final Christmas. In the 11 years since, I 
have never recaptured that overwhelming 
feeling of family love that I felt in the room 
that Christmas day in 1980. 

But I know that love is still there. 
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A child’s prayer to 
the ‘little Jesus’ 

by Frank Mivec 
Indianapolis 

““Mivec! Step into my office, please.” 

Ohb-oh. Trouble. I could tell 

That was my manager calling from the 

doorway of the little cubicle that was his 
office. I was thinking of playing deaf and 
sneaking home. You see, it was three in the 

afternoon, on December 24, 1958, Christ- 

mas Eve, and I was finishing my account- 
ing machine repair reports. 

I put the completed reports into the 

proper basket and sighed with relief, for 
that chore was done. | walked into Hugh 

Atkins’ cubicle 
“Vm on my way home, Hugh. My 

reports are in and all is quiet at the call 
desk,’’ | said 

“Frank, they have trouble in Lexing- 

ton,”’ he said. 
“The red mud country?” I asked 

“Yes, red mud country, Frank.’” And he 

continued. 
“The 650 computer has broken down at 

our Lexington plant, and they have to 

compute the payroll today. The problem 
happens on about half of the calculations. 
You would think the resident repairman 
could find the problem, but he can’t.” 

This was the beginning of the com- 
puter age. IBM’s model 650 was the first 

computer to be mass produced. Just a tad 

over 2,000 were sold, or to be accurate, 
they were leased. 

My job was to repair them. 

Three big boxes were crammed with 

over 3,000 electron tubes and miles and 

miles of short pieces of wire. All of this was 

dependent upon a whirling drum. The 

logic manual was two inches thick. 
I was assigned a territory in Indianapolis 

and I was also the designated district 

specialist: Calculators and Computers. The 
district consisted of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and parts of Ohio, Illinois and Indiana. If 
the resident repairman was stumped, the 
district. specialist was sent. And if he 
couldn’t fix the computer, a factory 
engineer was dispatched. 

“41 will go down to Lexington early on 
the 26th, Hugh,” ! said. 

“They want you now, 
answered. 

“Now?” 
“Hugh, have a heart,” he said. ‘I have 

made a reservation for you on Delta. The 
flight leaves at 5:55 so you see you will have 
to keep moving to make the flight.’” 

I said, “Hugh, what will I tell the wife 

and children? Little Peggy Jo will never 
understand. It’s Jesus’ birthday?” 

“Tell them a quick goodbye because 
you are 99 percent certain of catching that 
flight,’’ he said. 

“Hugh, [heard you say 99 percent.”” 
“Our typewriter plant is trying to 

borrow time on the computer at University 
of Kentucky. But you know how universi- 

ties are. They schedule the computer 22 

hours a day. There is only a slim chance of 
borrowing computer time. If they do get 
computer time, I will call you at the 
airport,” he said. “Do you have enough 
money for the trip?” 

“No problem. I keep cash at home.” 
“Good luck, Frank,” he said. 
“Thanks, boss.’’ 
I received a funny reaction from the wife 

when I stammered out the news of my trip. 
The wife said: ‘‘The one Christmas 

when you get home sober, you have to 

go on a stupid service call Big deal 

computers, all they have done for us is to 
complicate our life. These trips and 
telephone calls at all hours of the night; 

the world will never be the same again.’ 
And she added, ‘’Get us enough for a 

used second car. Maybe you can get triple 
time for working this holiday.’” 

“Yl pray for you, Dad.’’ This from my 
Syear-old daughter. “I'll pray that you 
don’t have to go, Dad.”” 

“Thank you, Peggy Jo. I'll cuss and you 
pray,”’ I said 

“I'm serious Dad. I’m going to pray 
real hard to the little Jesus and he will 

listen to me,’ said the child 
“| pray you are right, Peggy Jo. When 

Myrna Jean and Sandy come home, have 
them say a prayer, too. I need all the help 
Ican get,” | sai 

It was 5:20 and I was at the airport. I was 
lugging what can be classed as a large 
briefcase or a small suitcase. I didn’t dare 

Frank,” he 

  

  

check the case, because | thought I just may 

get a phone call 
‘The call’’ will come to the reservations 

desk, so L have to wait at the ticket counter, 

I thought 
I was too nervous to pray. All | felt like 

doing, was rooting for good old “Peggy Jo.” 
The phone call came at 5:50! I felt elated 

First thing I did was call Peggy Jo to thank 
her for her prayers, and let her know her 
prayers had been answered 

Ipicked up my case, walked to the lower 
level, and caught a cab home. 

The drug store on the corner was still 
open. I had to buy Peggy Jo a bonus 
present. Now, it was a corner drug store. 

All the present I could get was a box of 

dominoes—a sorry bonus for Peggy Jo's 
prayers to “'the little Jesus.” 

Mankind received 

a tremendous gift 
by Donald E. Burkhart 

SteMaty 
As 1 think about it, Christmas is 

probably my favorite time of year and holds 
many wonderful memories of Christmas 

past for me. 

I can remember as a youngster how 

anxious I was for Christmas morning to 

arrive. Evening seemed to last almost forever 

and, at first light, all 10 of us made a beeline 

for the Christmas tree and presents. What a 

joyous time it was for us all! 

During those very early years, we 

children didn’t have any money and 

couldn’t give our parents much, but there 

was always something under the tree for 
mom and dad which we believed Santa 
Claus brought for them. 

1 always enjoyed watching my brothers 

and sisters opening their presents, and 

since I was second oldest, I had the real joy 

of watching little ones experience thei fust 

real Christmases. 

And as I grew older, I began seeing 

others get presents. I found it was just as 

much fun to see them get gifts as it was for 

me to receive them. 

Today, my real joy in life comes from 
being able to give and I believe that is 

when I am happiest. I feel this is the true 
message of Christmas. 

I somehow believe that when God gave 

us his only son Jesus as an infant that first 

Christmas, he must have had a twinkle in 

his eye and joy in his heart at giving 
mankind such a tremendous gift. 

Let us all pray for that spirit of giv.ng 
this year. May peace reign in your hearts. 

How 3 grandmas 

gathered the family 
= by Helen Cahill ‘Stephon 

__Indianapol 

  

Every year, Grandmas Cahill, Suding, 
and Bechert (three sisters) rented a hall 

and had a pitch-in dinner party one 
evening between Christmas and New 

Year's. 
There is a different theme each year: 

one year a talent show, the next a bunco 
party, storytelling, songs, special games, 
and lots of surprises. 

Along with these, they have the 

Christmas story—a live nativity scene 

making those little babies who portray 
Baby Jesus seem very precious. 

How much fun it is just to be together, 
a special connection! The relationships 
build. This closeness is perhaps the only 
tie that lasts throughout life. Friends are 
allowed to attend, too. 

One year I remember inviting our 
pre-teen neighbor friend who enjoyed 
the whole event very much. He had 
never tasted homemade pie, and he ate 
Grandma Suding’s whole pie! 

T have fond memories of one year we 
exchanged names in the fall at a family 
reunion. Until the Christmas party, we 
were secret Kris Kringles to the person 
whose name we picked 

That year my faith was strengthened, 
the spirituality that comes with special 

kindness, letters and praying for another 

person. Giving is receiving, a true gift of 
discovering love and support from family 

members. 
Last Christmas, we somehow knew it 

would be Grandpa Cahill’s last party, but 

srandma Bechert’s will his spirit and C 
ith us in our Christmas always be with 

celebrations 

First Christmas as 

Catholic is special 
by Cindy Harlan 

Cumberland 

My most memorable Christmas was the 
first one I spent as a Catholic. That year my 
two oldest children were attending Catho- 
lic school and I had begun thinking and 
praying about conversion. I began receiv- 

ing instructions from the parish priest. He 

taught me a lot and I was confirmed 
Christmas week. 

My husband and I had fallen on hard 
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times. He’d been laid off for three years 
and making ends meet had become a 

constant struggle. The holidays were the 
worst, because we had little to give to our 
kids. But this year was different 

First, the priest asked me if a family 

from the church could adopt us for 
Christmas. I said yes. 

Next, while I was waiting to make my 
first confession, another priest from the 

parish asked me to come to his office 

when I was finished. He gave me $100 1 

was stunned and I tried to give it back but 

he wouldn’t hear about it. 
Finally, the schoc! secretary called me 

to come to her office and filled my car 

with food and gifts. 
I was overwhelmed by the generosity 

of the church. It made me feel as though 

God had given me a miracle to confirm 
my decision to convert. 

It was a Christmas I will never forget. 
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Christmas memories 

Visitors make day 

special for family 
by Patricia D. Drischel 

Cambridge City 

One Christmas I'll never forget was the 

year I was 9 years old. It was 1929. The 

banks had closed and my adopted parents 
lost all their money and they had very little 

cash on hand 
Daddy had no steady job for some 

time. He had been reduced to selling, 

Saymans products from door to door. If 

he cleared $2 every other day or so we 
felt very fortunate. 

“Well honey,” Daddy said one eve- 

ning, “there won't be much Christmas this 

year—won’t be like years’ past, but there 

will be other Christmases.”” 

“We do have a warm house and a dry 
roof. We have a cellar full of canned food, 

lots of potatoes and cabbage,’’ Mama said 

“Some people have nothing,”” she added 

Daddy remembered we did have 

about 35 pounds of dry beans. 
Mama made the house as pretty as she 

always did. Daddy had cut some wood 

especially for our front room and bed- 

room fireplaces. Back in those days, we 

decorated our tree on Christmas Eve 

before going to church, where I was 

always in a Christmas play. 

‘After church, it seemed so good coming 

to our cozy little house. Everything seemed 

so peaceful and just right in our little world. 

When I woke up Christmas morning 

there were some gifts under the tree. I 

got a pretty doll, a nice sweater and some 
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fruit and candy. | was happy. Mama had 

been up for quite a whhe and had the 

huge iron pot filled w ith dry beans. It 

was boiling merrily away. | knew we'd 

have bean dumplings and corn bread 
Things were just about ready when 

someone knocked on the door. Daddy 

walked down the hall and opened the 

door. There stood a young couple with a 

small child. They were shivering in the 

cold. The man explained their car had 

broken down almost in front of our house 

He said, “We are cold, tired and 

hungry and I might add, almost broke.” 

Mama, feeling the cold air from the open 

door, said, “Julius ask those people in. 

It’s cold out there.’” 

They came in and headed for the 

fireplace to warm themselves. Mama 

pulled out the table and set two more 

places and Daddy got my old highchair 

out of the closet. 

Such a wonderful Christmas dinner! 

Bean dumplings, fried potatoes, home- 

made bread, pickled beets and applesauce. 

The hot bread and applesauce make a great 

deser!. Good ho* black coffee topped it off. 

[always was allowed to drink coffee. 

The most precious thing | remember 

was what Daddy said when he prayed 

before we ate: “Most precious God, we 

were lonesome because none of our kin 

could be with us today, so thank you for 

sending this nice, little family to be with us 

this Christmas Day.” Every one had tears 

in their eyes except the baby. 

Daddy said later when he opened his 

eyes after saying the blessing that Christ- 

mas day, he could swear he saw a halo 

around that little child’s head. 

Seeing shut-ins 

at Christmas 
by Mary Taylor 

New Point 

  

  

My most memorable Christmas was in 

1990. It started on Christmas Eve. 

The weather was not too favorable and 

it was my sister's turn to have the family 

gatherii She lives way out in the 

“boonies” as we call it, and was afraid 

family members would have a hard time 

getting to her home in the country. 

She had all the food prepared and said 

she would bring it along with the drinks 

to our home if we could celebrate 

Christmas Eve there. 

My first thought was, “Oh my, I 

haven’t even cleaned the house,’” but I 

quickly said yes and it was the easiest 

family get-together we ever had. 

Several months before Christmas, I went 

to an Ultreya meeting (part of the Cursillo 

program) and heard a witness talk about how 

she had visited shut-ins on Christmas and 

how special it was for her and the shut-ins. 

I took Holy Communion to the Dreyer- 

haus Nursing Home in Batesville every 

second and fourth Tuesday of the month” 

and Christmas just happened to be on the 

fourth Tuesday. I thought, ‘Why not?” 

‘An added treat was that my 10-year-old 

daughter, Traci, asked me to get her up 

because she wanted to go with me. (She 

didn’t get to bed until after 2.a.m. because 

we had attended midnight Mass at 

Batesville and opened our gifts after that.) 

So at 8 a.m. we were headed for the 

nursing home with the Eucharist and 

homemade cookies which Traci was going 

to hand out. Ican’t tell you how special that 

was for us and it meant so much to the 

patients, especially those who had no- 

where to go for Christmas. 

We plan to make this a yearly event. 

Show gives lesson 

about Christmas 

by Richard P. Monroe, Jr. 
New Ateany 

  

It was December of 1962. The location 

was Camp Kaiser, Korea, located between 

the 38th Parallel and the DMZ. I was 

serving under the United Nations flag with 

the U.S. Army’s 7th Infantry Division 

‘The USO was providing a free Christ- 

mus show. It was not a major event like the 

typ put on by Bob Hope. The celebrity was 

Danny Ka no orchestra, no dancing 

gals. Danny Kaye was not one of my 

favorite performers. Except for ‘White 
Christmas,’’ | thought his movies were 

  

  
  

silly. But it was a free show and there 

really wasn’t much else to do at Camp 

Kaiser 

larrived early for the show hoping to get 

a good seat. I noticed a lot of chairs on the 

stage area had been roped off and I thought 
to myself that those would be the best seats 

in the house. Shortly before the show was 
to start, those seats were filled with young 
Korean orphans. These were not war 

orphans, but the children of American Gls. 

They were children that had been aban- 

doned by their fathers and rejected by the 

Korean society. 

I thought it was strange that the children 

had such choice seats, since many of them 

were so young that they didn’t speak any 

language at all, much less English. And 

after all, this show was supposed to be for 

the American troops. 

When he was introduced, Mr. Kaye 

made a few remarks to the Gls. He thanked 

us for being there and filled us in on what 

was ha) ing state-side. He then turned 

his attention to the kids on stage. Although 

he spoke little or no Korean, believe me 

there was no language barrier between 

them. 

For an hour and a half, Danny Kaye 

communicated with everyone in that room 

He had the kids in tears of laughter and the 

rest of us just in tears. 

1 developed a new appreciation for 

Danny Kaye that evening. He was not an 

“Ugly American.” Here was a man who 

spoke the language of love and it had no 

barriers. He did more than entertain the 

troops, he taught us a lesson. Christmas is 

about love and understanding. Where 

there is love, understanding will follow. 

We have lost Danny Kaye and his work 

for UNICEF. However, the love he spread 

and the message he taught us lives on. 

Danny Kaye made that Christmas very 

special for me. Ever since that evening, I 

Tree can’t surpass 

Christmas stocking 

hy Anina-Margaret O'Sullivan 
a Sa raeepns ae 

When I was a small child during the 
1920s, our family didn’t bother with a 

Christmas tree. 
Years before, my great-grandmother's 

sisters, Aunt Julia and Auntie Burns, had 

made a huge Christmas stocking to hold 

the family gifts. Fashioned of red-and- 

green print fabric, its foot measured a yard 

from heel to toe. Known in the family as the 

Big, Christmas Stocking, it was our symbol 

of Christmas. 

When Mother remarried after five years 

of widowhood, our stepfather was shocked 

to learn that we never had a Christmas tree. 

Children must have a Christmas tree, he 

declared, and departed for his family’s 

farm to select one and chop it down. 

He then spent a cold winter afternoon 

in the garage, nailing slats on its trunk to 

make it stand up. He was a good 

carpenter and seldom had this much 

trouble with his projects. 

My brother, sister, and I could appre- 

ciate the effort he made, but couldn’t tell 

him we didn’t give a hoot about a 

Christmas tree. At least, I didn’t. At 

intervals, braving the chilly air, I wandered 

past the garage, and wished I could tell him 

not to bother. We didn’t need a Christmas 

tree because we already had the Big 

Christmas Stocking. 

In mid-December, the stocking was 

brought out with considerable fanfare, and 

ceremoniously hung on the west wall of the 

big kitchen. We children rushed to tuck small 

carried the bulging stocking through the little 

passageway, on through my 

sitting room, the little front room, and across 

the hall to a place of honor in the living room. 

Someone placed a roomy cardboard box 

beside it to hold the overflow. 

I'm sure our stepfather never realized 

the ‘‘nothing’’ status the spicy green tree 

held in our eyes. 

We were perfectly willing to dispense 

with the supplementary box, and let the 

extra gifts, including bulky packages that 

came in the mail, pile up under the tree. 

After all, there was plenty of room in our 

big house for both. 

We knew it wasn’t the tree's fault that it 

couldn't hold a candle to our symbol of 

Christmas, the Big Christmas Stocking. 
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The then and now 

Christmas contrast 

by Sharon K. Graves 
Lawrenceburg 

Even with all the years of practice we've 

had fending off that annual Christm 
whirlwind 

no more prepared for the obligations, 
and the 

Christmas time as we have come to kni 

it—can totally throw 

life dangerously into hyperdrive 

It's no wonder that 

Christmas comes and goes (oftentimes w ith 

relief) and we haven't gained the least bit of 

growth in our understanding and apprecia 

tion for the wonderful and deeply joyous 

occasion we are celebrating, 

Perhaps, if we had some time, we'd 

picture the Holy Family ina softly lit wooden 

shelter, with cool, earth-scented air. W armth: 

giving oxen would be there, some sheep, 2 

donkey, a pair of w ide-eyed doves nestled in 

the beams. All would be peacefully revering 

the baby wrapped in sw addling clothes and 

cradled lovingly in his mother’s arms while 

Joseph bows over mother and child, full of 

Jove and admiration. 

A wonderful picture, but there's 

much more to it than that. It’s so easy to 

forget, in all the commotion modern day 

Christmas brings, that this event, this quiet 

out of the way happening changed 

humanity forever, and indeed changed 
forever for humanity 

Thanks to people’s attraction for the rich 

and famous, we all know about the gifts of 

the three Magi. In fact, this is the feast day 

the Epiphany celebrates on January 6 

It’s. a comfort to know that the arrival of 

Jesus was made known to both the wise 

learned sage who went seeking, as well as 

to the working, burdened shepherds—hert 

tage and religion notwithstanding. From 

the b ing, Jesus came av ailable to the 

masses 
From the beginning too, all people have 

had an opportunity to give of their 

particular gifts, each being received as just 

as important. 

Joy of singing in 

adult church choir 

by ‘Bernadine Pu reell 
Clan le 

  

most of us still find ourselves 

  

the c st 

    

expectations 

an already too-h 

year after year 

  

   

   

Memories of my Christmases past, 

span many years. One that I often recall 

occurred 58 years ago 
1 was in the eighth grade of our 

parochial school. That year, 1 was privi- 

leged to join the adult choir at our church, 

singing the Christmas midnight Mass 
At that time, my experience consisted of 

singing Christmas songs w ith all the other 

grade school children on that special day 

when Santa Claus came to visit Our songs 

usually included Santa Claus Song and the 

two favorites: Silent Night and Jingle Bells. 

This year would be different for me 

Instead of practicing in the basement of 

the school with younger children, I would 

be in the choir loft of our church with a 

group of ladies and men of our parish 

  

While the old piano at school could 

sound the notes of any song, it was that 

huge pipe organ in the church that made 

the notes resound in melodious tones. 

  

impatience of the director of our 

songs at school could be accepted, because 

he was the son of our church organist and 

was not much older than many of us lis 

father was indeed a task master, but it was 

under his tutelage that the blend of young 

and mature singers became perfected 
< Eve finally arrived. As I 

ide into the cetd winter night, 

me part of a winter wonderland. The 
fallen snow was undisturbed, as 

outside of our 

house. As my sisters and I trudged a path 

towards the church, the bright light that 

beamed from the steeple seemed to guide 
us on our way to Bethlehem 

From the choir loft, | could look down 

and see the people arriving for Mass. There 

was a stillness as they quietly filled the 

pews. To the left of the main altar a stable 

had been erected in front of the St. Joseph 

altar. The life-like figures of Mary and 

Joseph were clearly visible as they lovingly 
watched over the Christ Child. 

As the priests and boy servers entered 

the sanctuary, the church resounded with 

music and the Mass began 
This was the age of the Latin Mass. I 

might not be able to recall the words of all 

the songs, but I do remember ‘‘O Holy 

Night.” The powerful bass voices of the 

male choir made my very soul alive as they 

commanded, ‘Fall on your knees Then 

the angelic tones of the soprano voices, “oO 

hear the angel voices,”’ softened the tones 

as we declared, “O night divine, O night 

when Christ was born 

I'll never 
Midnight Mass. 

        

  ure was stirring, 
     

forget that Christmas 

Kids got homesick 

during Florida trip 
by Rosemary Robinson 

Indianapolis — 

We were going to Florida for the 

Christmas holidays! Doesn’t that sound 

like the dream of a lifetime? Guess again! 

The entire family was delighted. Grand- 
pa and Grandma had extended the 
invitation to visit them. Dad was taking a 

few extra vacation days. Just think, packing, 

swimsuits and shorts this time of the year 

The trip to Florida was great On 

Christrias morning we went to Mass and 

then to the beach, riding around in our red 

convertible with the top down, swimming, 

in the pool later on. That's living!! 
Grandma’s friend planned a very deli- 

cious meal to be eaten on the patio. She had 

chickens on the electric spit, some gourmet 

dishes, the works. Then to be sitting in a bed 

of poinsettias, this must be paradise! 
But then we heard 

We always have turkey and dressing 
at home.” 

| wonder if it’s snowing at home. 

could make a snowman.” 

Do you think Sandy got a new Barbie 

doll? I can hardly wait to see it!” 

Dad, I'll bet it’s really cold at home 

We probably could use our ice skates.” 
Enough is enough!!! 
To top it all off, the remark was made, 

We 
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CLAY NATIVITY SET—Franciscan Father Ed Mundwiller of DeQueen, Ark., used 

polymer clay to sculpt this unusual nativity set. Father Mundwiller, a member of the 

Franciscan Province of St. Louis, works as a missionary among Hispanics living in 

southeast Arkansas. (CNS photo from Arkansas Catholic) 

It sure would be nice to be home for New 

Year's Eve, as all the kids in the 

neighborhood might get together and bang 
pans to celebrate.” 

Wow! I can hardly wait. My ears are still 

ringing! 
Yes, we did rearrange our vacations to 

visit the grandparents. The first two weeks 

in June worked well for all conc erned 

It has been a humorous but touchy story 

throughout their growing-up years that 

they—as adults with children of their 

own—can now appreciate 

Finding Christmas 

when in Germany 
by Donna Swinford 

Greensburg 

Christmas in our family has always been 

filled with lots of love and family together- 

ness, but one special Christmas was the 

year I wasn’t home. 
It was my sophomore year at college and 

I was thrilled at the opportunity to study in 

London. The trip included a three-week 
tour of Europe over the holidays. It was a 

dream come true for a poor Indiana girl. 1 

knew I'd be gone for Christmas but at 19, it 

seemed incidental 

The trip fulfilled my wildest dreams. We 

began our European tour by bus in mid 

December As we traveled through France 

and Italy, we did some Christmas shopping, 

| settled for tiny bargain tidbits carefully 

selected for each member of my family. In 

Rome, I found a beaded rosary for my 

grandmother. Also while in Rome, someone 

broke into our bus and stole many of our 

purchases, but my small treasures were safe 

Christmas 1973 was fast approaching, 
We spent day after day on the bus or in a 

new city. We were due to arrive in Berne, 

Switzerland, on Christmas Eve, but it just 

wasn’t Christmas, no snow, no tree 

presents and no families. We got into the 

hotel late. We were tired and wanted 

nothing more than a soft bed 
You couldn’t move in the 

lobby. Above the din I heard, “‘Donna- 
you have a package!’ In shock, the 

enormous box was passed back to me. My 

mother had mailed my gifts to me. I was 
overwhelme: 

In my room we opened the box. Many 

crowded in to see—Christmas had arrive 

Inside were many treasures, inchiding 

flannel-footed P's for those cold hotel rooms. 

Mom had even sent my Christmas candy and 

nuts, We shared the treats and the joy that 

finally made it feel like Christmas. 

That night several of us hiked to the 

Jocal church for midnight Mass. We didn’t 

understand a word of the German, but 

then we knew it really was Christmas! 

crowded 
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Readers’ Christmas remembrances 

Wartime Christmas 
still brought joy 

by Alice Hannon 
Indianapolis 

My first Christmas ever away from the 
bosom of my family was spent in wartime 
Denver, Colo., in 1942. 

In the weeks prior to the holiday, every 
sight or smell or the sound of carols all 
around me served only to increase my 
longing for old familiar times and faces. I 
had been away from home for over four 
years, but never 1,000 miles or more and 
never at Christmas. 

Things took a turn for the better, 
however, on Christmas Eve. A buddy of 
my husband from Lawry Field had 
invited us to his wedding—a candlelight 
ceremony at a local Methodist church 

Sam was a former disc jockey at a radio 
station in his native West Virginia. He was 
a true wit, an unforgettable character, and 
he always left us laughing. 

The evening was a delight. After the 
wedding we attended Midnight Mass at the 
beautiful Cathedral where we had been 
married six months earlier. 

We shared our Christmas dinner with 
another of my husband’s buddies from 
Lawry Field and his lovely wife. George 
and Johanna were German citizens dis- 
placed by the war. 

Johanna’s family had committed the 
unpardonable sin of being born Jewish. 
They were relieved of all their worldly 
goods and had to flee for their lives. 
Through some miracle, George spirited 
Johanna out one step ahead of the 
Gestapo. Her parents and only sister had 
not been so fortunate. 

On Christmas afternoon we took 
    

George and Johanna to a holiday bash 
and open house given by tour former 
Hoosiers who had migrated West before 
hostilities began and had settled in 
Denver. They knew everybody. It came as 
no surprise to us that we met several 
other former neighbors from  Indi- 
anapolis. We had a great reunion 

That Christmas turned out to be not 
only one of my most memorable but also 
one of my most ecumenical 

Movie was special 
Christmas present 

by Roberta N. Bennett 
Martinsville 

Christmas morning 1932 was very 
cold. Dad walked the two miles to church 
with us, but Mother did not go because it 
was too far and too cold for the baby. 

The hot chocolate and toast she had 
ready for us when we returned sure 
tasted good and helped us to get warm 
again. As soon as breakfast was cleared 
away, it was gift exchange time. 

My brothers and sister and I had 
worked hard to make things we thought 
would be appreciated and enjoyed by one 
another and by Mother and Dad. 

My gift from Mother and Dad was the 
watch that Mother had received from her 
parents for graduation. It is still one of 
my prized possessions. 

I do not remember other gifts, but I do 
recall the blocks Dad had made and the 
handkerchief monogram and pin cushion I 
had made, and a tray that my brother made. 

About lunch time our landlord brought 
a gift in an envelope and a casserole. Early 
in the afternoon Mother and Dad said we 

could go to the movie. Were we excited! 
We hadn’t been to a movie for a long, long 
time and the much talked about movie 
starring Shirley Temple was the feature. 
We couldn't wait to get started even if it 
meant that long walk in the cold again. 

Imagine our surprise when a stage 
show was featured before the main show 
came on. It was not the kind of show that 
Mother and Dad would have approved of 
us seeing. 

On the way home we discussed 
whether or not we ought to tell them about 
the stage show. Our decision was not to 
mention the show because it would ruin 
their Christmas. After all, they sacrificed to 
give us that gift. We would not be showing 
our appreciation by telling them something 
“*bad’’ about it. 

I do not remember the show ever being 
mentioned again, nor do | think Mother 
and Dad ever found out about it. 

Daddy, thank you 
for the memories 

by Cynthia Schultz 
_New Altany   

For years, my imaginative daddy has 
amazed me when it came to planning fun 
things for his family. And the Christmas of 
1987 was no exception. 

When Daddy discovered that local 
hotels were virtually empty on Christmas, 
he made arrangements for the 20 of 
us—wife, children, grandchildren, and of 
course Aunt Carolyn, to celebrate the 
holiday in one of them. 

Arriving in late afternoon on Christmas 
Eve, we swam, played video games, and 
lounged in the sauna room. Later we   

  

changed into party clothes in our rooms 
and gathered in a cozy dining room where 
we had the distinction of being the sole 
diners. Despite the fact that we were 
chatting a mile-a-minute, we managed to 
consume a delicious dinner. 

The women felt pampered, indeed, with 
no thoughts of menus, dishes or clean-up. 
Past Christmases offered little time for 
conversation with little ones running 
around and women milling in the kiteen 
pondering food arrangements. This C..rist- 
mas was different! 

After dinner I stood up and asked for 
everyone’s attention. Daddy always 
made sure that I was put in charge of 
“The Entertainment,”’ probably because I 
was a ham molded after him. I thought it 
would be interesting to pry into the 
minds of the children for their thoughts 
on Christmas. 

I set up a lone chair as a makeshift 
stage and motioned for them to come 
forward and step up, then I posed some 
questions. Their answers were simple, 
beautiful, and moving. Many spoke on 
the importance of being together as a 
family. This Christmas would certainly 
give them some insight on its importance 
rather than the usual holiday focus on 
“Where are my presents?” 

Later we moved to another room 
where the hotel had set up a tree and we 
exchanged small gifts and snapped some 
pictures. By 1 a.m. we were all drifting 
off to sleep in our rooms, wrapped in our 
own warm thoughts. The next morning 
we were devouring a hearty breakfast 
and preparing to leave for Mass at a 
beautiful church nearby. 

There were tears and hugs that Christ- 
mas as we shared, reminisced and appre- 
ciated one another more. Comparing us to 
the Waltons somehow seemed appropriate 
that weekend. Although their mountain 
cabin didn’t measure up to the hotel's 
accommodations, the love and camaraderie 
they shared was no greater than ours. 

And Daddy, thanks for those beautiful 
memories! 
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Adopted son ‘born’ 

in mother’s heart 

by Carol A. Roell 
Batesville 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year 

It’s a time for laughter, joy and love It'sa 

time for families and for children It’s atime 

to celebrate the birth of Christ 

Most of us get caught up with the 

commercialism of Christmas and forget 

about what Christmas really means For me 

it was the arrival of my son that made me 
appreciate the true spirit of giving, 

My husband and I were married in 

1980. We were very happy together, but 

wanted so much to have children We 

tried unsuccessfully for many years, and 

when it became apparent we would 

never be able to physically have children 

we decided to adopt 

On November 10, 1988, we were 

blessed with the arrival of our 17-month- 

old son. No words in the human 

language can ever express the emotional 

explosion I felt when I held my baby boy 
for the first time. Women speak of the 

joys of giving birth. Well, no one can tell 

me it is any less rewarding to experience 

the miracle of adoption 

Even though my son was not born 

from my flesh, he was born in my heart 

and that’s a truly special birth. This child 

of mine had been chosen by God to be a 

part of my life. We named our son 

Jonathan, which means a gift from God. 

All those years of trying to have a baby 

Seem meaningless as 1 am now bonded 
with my son forever 

Christmas that year was more than 

memorable. We were limited in finances so 

we didn’t have the money to buy many 

presents. But, you know, it didn’t matter. It 

was our best Christmas because we were 

spending it with Jonathan. 

To think it took a child to remind me of 

how simple and special life could be. Each   
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Christmas thereafter has never been the 

same. | feel that God has shared a piece of 

heaven with me. What more could I ask for! 

My heart aches for Jonathan’s birth 

mother. Christmas must be especially hard 

for her. I pray for her and wish I could take 
her pain away. But wherever she is, Thope 

she knows that Jonathan is loved and 

happy. He knows how special he is to share 
the love of two mothers. 

1 wrote a poem about Jonathan which 

expresses how | feel. It goes: 

| used to lay in bed at night 
and pray to God above, 

To send to me a child, 
to care for and to love. 

A simple gift | asked of him, 
a baby, nothing more, 

A tiny little person, 
who I could just adore. 

For \ vars there was no answer, 

and I struggled with my grief, 

To accept this empty feeling, 
and hang on to my belief. 

Then one day when hope was gone, 

and I was in despair, 

He told me that he’d found someone, 

whose life that I could share. 

A son he’d chosen for me, 
conceived within my heart. 

A bond so tightly sealed, 
shall not be torn apart. 

My blessing’s name is Jonathan, 

no greater gift there be, 
For now we are a family, 

my son, his dad, and me 

  

Tiny stocking held 

a joyous message 

by Joseph Hornett 
Brownsburg 

Christmas is a time of magic and 

memories, and everyone can generally look 

back over a lifetime and vividly recall that 

one special Christmas.   
  

  

  

— 
For me, that Christmas occurred in 1977 

when I was reminded that good things do 
indeed come in small packages 

In December of 1977 I was a disillu- 

sioned recent college graduate working at a 

job that in my heart I knew I hated. It was 

a job characterized by boredom, monotony 

and long hours—a seven-day, 80-hour 
work week was not uncommon. 

In addition, | was required to attend 

graduate school one day a week at a 

company location over 200 miles away 

And if this was not pressure enough, Iwas 

continually reminded by my supervisors 

that I was part of a training program which 

hired three graduates for every one who 

ultimately survived this 30-month schedule 

of orchestrated’ madness. 

Because of this job, a tremendous 

strain had been placed on my marriage of 

only three years. The hours alone re- 

quired by the job destroyed the necessary 

time that couples must spend together if 

they are to stay emotionally in touch with 

one another. And to make matters even 

worse, I must confess that I allowed 

burn-out to poison the hours that were 

available to us by endlessly sitting, 

zombie-like in front of the television. 

Then on Dec. 23, 1977, this death 

spiral was reversed. My wife, Bobbie, 

and I went out for a casual dinner after 

yet another long day. For one of the few 

times in my life, I did not wolf down my 

food. This seemed to be quite disturbing 

to my wife, who for some unknown 

reason was more than anxious to return 

home. Despite her anxiety, we lingered 

for nearly two hours. I had no clue of 

what was yet to come. 

Finally we did return to our townhouse 

apartment, which was decorated for Christ- 

mas even though we planned to spend the 

holiday with our families many miles away 

on the following day. 

‘Almost immediately after removing our 

coats, Bobbie said she had something she 

wanted to give me She went to the 

bannister leading up to the second floor, 
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removed the stocking that had my name on 

it, and presented it to me. 

I reached my hand inside the stocking 

only to pull out yet another stocking. 

However, this stocking was small—barely 

three inches in length. In my own warm, 

sentimental style, I looked at my wife and 

stupidly asked, “What the hell am ! 

supposed to do with this?” To which she 

replied, ‘Look inside.” 

I reached into this small stocking and 

pulled out a simple folded piece of paper 

that said ‘Merry Christmas. "As 1 

unfolded the paper, I discovered the 

following verse: 

Mom said I'd be a present so fine! 

So we said a prayer and hoped that 

I would be on time. 

So Dad, here’s a note to tell you on 

this special Christmas Day 

‘That I’m safe and warm and on my way! 

That was how I discovered that I would 

soon be a father. My son is now a strapping 

13-year-old who wears a size 12 shoe. And 

each year at this time I recall that tiny 

stocking and remind myself that good 

things do come in small packages. 

For on that night a closeness returned 

to our marriage, life’s priorities were 

permanently rearranged in their proper 

order, and the miracle of Christ’s birth 

was made real in a way that | had never 

befo> experienced. 

  

   
  

  

   

  

   

    

   
     

May The Spirit Of Christmas 
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in the Marquette Manor dining room, 

rate at the top of the scale. It continues 

vices and amenities, enhanced social 

se 

  

Health Center. 

4850 University Avenue At Marquette Manor, we're marking our tenth anniversary 

Indianapolis, IN 46201 of providing the area's most comfortable, secure and satisfying 

i lifestyle. 

Our ongoing commitment to quality is on display every day 

which residents consistently 

through unmatched ser- 

opportunities and access to 

a Medicare-approved on-site 

Our track record for 

financial stability, built over 

the past decade, rates another 

“10” Two financial options 

are available: a Return of 

Capital’ Plan which [—~ 
refunds 90% of your | 
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Further Christmas remembrances 

Grandparents 

don’t want much 

Daddy we nee 
I glanced do ar 

E nn, 4; Cathy 

3, and Tish Jane They explained that 

they wanted to get their mother a 

Christmas present put didn’t have enough 

money. Could I help? 
They opened their piggy bank, while | 

searched deeply into my pockets. The coins 

we found added to 29 cents, the amount 

needed for the kitchen spatula they had 

chosen for their gift 

They could hardly contain their excite 

ment when we exchanged gifts on Christ- 

mas Eve, for their mother was ov erjoyed 

with her prize. Their excitement continued 

to the next day, at which time they shared 

three daug 

t Mommy a new bachelor for 

Encouraged by 

added 
worn out! 

Tish Jane 
agreement 

the laughter, Cathy 

Mommny said the old one was all 

nodding in 
| thought 

just smiled, 

tar too wisely 

1970 
expected house call on 

Christmas Eve. Our mature young daughters 

of 14, 13, and 12 stood red-taced 

waiting her turn to perch delicately on 

Ganta’s knee for the age-old question—"An 
what do you want for Christmas?” Stunned 

they held their gifts of candy canes and 

listened silently while h admonished them 

and be good gitls!’” They were silent as 

J excorted Santa from the house 
‘Daddy, who was that?’ 

I merely shrugged 
Ginny, 9, said: “I think that was the real 

Santa Claus!’’” A moment, then her sisters 

slowly nodded 
““Fhanks, Joe,’” I thought. “Your timing 

was just perfect!” 

Santa made ar 

t each 

1990 

Though we moved our Christmas Eve 

celebration to Cathy’s home in northern 

Indiana, Santa still found us 

Though Tish, 32, was at home in South 

Carolina, Betty Ann, 34; Cathy, 33 and 

29, were here 

The children were giddy with excite 

ment, but the parents seemed subdued as 

they sat quietly around the gaily-deco- 

rated tree, Each seemed deep in thought 

as if remembering some special C hrist 

mas of years past 
And what of my wife and me? We, too, 

sat quiet but excited for our special gift 

was to come on the morrow as we shared 

Christmas Mass with our family in the 

prairie church of St Elizabeth Seton 

Grandparents don’t really want much 

more than that for Christmas, you know 

Gran’s loving work 

meant special day 

- by Mary E. Bary 

eS 
Asa child, growing up isn’t always easy. 

There are experiences that happen to help 

shape and mold us into the adults we become. 

Looking back, we remember one special 

person who touched our lives more than 

My favorite holiday is Christmas The little 

things Gran did always made Christmas 

special—cleaning the house from top to 

bottom, so we would be ready to welcome 
the Christ child into our home on 

Christmas morning, and playing records 
with beautiful Christmas songs as she 

decorated the house and prepared the table 

for the coming king. Her linen tablecloth 

with matching napkins, Christmas dishes 

and, finally, the candles placed in the 

centerpiece were done with a tender love 

that Gran put into everything she did 

She was just as excited about Christmas 

morning as the rest of us the roar of 

delight at the gifts we opened, wading, 

through wrapping paper and ribbons 

bows that stuck to whatever or whomever 

they landed on. Gran loved it all! 

In 1988 Gran suffered a stroke. Al- 

though her mind was as alert as ever, she 

became bedridden and had to be taken care 

of 24 hours a day 

The Christmas of 1988 was the last one 

Gran shared with me. I was terribly upset 

when my family rushed to open the gifts 

before Gran was brought into the living 

room. | felt she had missed the part of 

Christmas she loved the most 

When I looked at Gran, I expected to see 

sadness and disappointment. Instead, | 

saw that same twinkle of Christmas joy in 

her eyes that she had whenever she was 

with the family she loved so much! 

Now that twinkle of Christmas joy 

passes down to my children, with lots of 

love, from my Gran!! , 
His bag 

their joy with Christmas Day guests 
Aunt Jo!’ burst from Betty 

bulged this year, for husband and five any other. When I look back through | 

grandchildren were in attendance 
| 

Ann. 
childhood, I remember my Gran. 

  

  

  Proudly Serving the North Deanery of the Archdiocese of indianapolis 

SOUTHEASTERN Chatard for Christmas with 

SUPPLY High School | _ 
3916 Prospect Street \ i 

| 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 “It’s Where You Belong!” } | 

317-359-9551 
Mr. Ed Smith, Principal 

5885 North Crittenden Ave. 251-1451 

| It’s good to return home 
family   by J. Gus Williams 

Indianapolis 

As I rushed to get ready for the Christmas party, it 

happened that the radio was playing an old Christmas song 

by Burl Ives called ‘Have a Holly, Jolly Christmas.” 

How I did love that song when I first heard 

still do today. 
The song 

happy at Christmastime, 

with one another. 
It seems to me that we are happiest during the Christmas 

season when we go to our original home. 

Somehow we become nostalgic and remember the 

place where we were so secure, so warm and cared for, 

the place where we had our young thoughts and we 

giggled and we were glad. 

‘We remember where the crackers were, where Mom 

kept her barrettes, and where Papa laid his cigar. 

‘There, at home, we first met a bearded man named Santa 

and saw our first crib. 
How things have changed since then! And how nice itis 

to return again to those days we remember and pass along 

goodwill to all men. 

Indianapolis 
, and |           tells all the world unconditionally to be 

a beautiful message to share 

  

— ORDER NOW FOR THE NEW YEAR — 
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Yearbook 
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after Christmas, there on my desk was a 

little pile of beans nestled on top of my 

perfect program. Around the beans colored 

rays had been drawn, and there 

highlighted in yellow in the middle of 

Silent Night’ were the radiant 

beans,’ Father Mike's humorous reminder 

MIS. that a proofreading pastor beats a com 

puter’s spell checker any day 

Pastor/ proofreader 

catches a mistake 

by Shene Berg 
Indianapol 

words   

  

Last year was my first Christmas as a 

director of religious education at Sacred 
Heart Parish. One of the fun parts of my 

job was helping prepare the Christmas 
Eve family liturgy. Now, no 
liturgy is complete without a printed 

program, and the preparation of one for 

this family Mass tell to me 

I cut out cute little clip art pictures, used 
my son’s computer to compose the text, 
checked the spelling with the “‘spell 
checker,” laid it all out, and had it printed 

on Christmas paper. Oh, what a pretty | 
program it was, just like the printer had 

done it, one of my better efforts. The parts | 

of the liturgy were all there, the words to all 
the Christmas carols. It was perfect. 

And how lovely the liturgy was. The 
children sang beautifully. Father Mike 

Fowler's homily was just right. The church 

Boy finds ‘Santa’ 

and holiday cheer 
by Joseph P. Gorman 

Fort Wayne 

festive 

| will never forget the Christmas of my 
10th year. It was December of 1972 and 

my mother, Theresa, was in the hospital 

with terminal cancer. Although many 

people made my family feel special 
throughout this period, two events seem 
to stand out in my mind. 

My mom had been a nurse at St. Francis 
Hospital for many years and had deve- 

loped quite a few special relationships with 

The Criterion 

  to always be looking out for Theresa and 

her six kids 
In mid-December he arranged the 

delivery of 10 milk crates packed full of 

and not just food from the four basic 

T ere all kinds of juices 
pears, grapes and bananas; sugar: 

ited cereals and other foods kids love but 

could not be purchased with a single- 
parent income. It was a young boy's 
gastronomical dream come true 

The second act of kindness was bes- 
towed only to me. On Dec. 22 at about 9:30 
a.m. the doorbell rang and a man of about 
30 asked if I was Joe Gorman. He stated he 
was there on behalf of other individuals 
and he wanted to take me shopping, 

We proceeded downtown and had a 
great lunch near Monument Circle. I'll 

never forget the french fries and pop because 
that in itself was a special treat 

After lunch we went to L.S. Ayres, 

where he helped me pick out new clothes. 
I was able to get a new shirt, a pair of 
corduroy pants, and new shoes, too. While 
I was trying on my new things, I was 
wishing I had a nicer jacket to wear with my 
new outfit. Before | could wish anymore, 

food 
food groups 
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nor do I know who is responsible for this 
most generous gift 

Those who have never had to do 

without and often got new clothes will 

never know what effect these two acts of 

kindness had on a 10-year-old boy 

People who are not familiar with having 
very little, and rarely getting luxury foods 

such as Pop-tarts and Hawaiian Punch 
will never know what this act of generos- 

ity meant to me 
If my anonymous benefactor and the 

family of Charlie McGraw are reading 
this, a “thank you’ doesn’t seem ade- 

quate. I will never forget the Christmas of 
72, and hope that I can repay 10 times 

what has been done for me to those who 

are less fortunate 

he suggested I look for a new coat. 
I just couldn’t believe I had all of those 

new clothes—I had never been so lucky. To | 

this day, I don’t know who the stranger is, | 

other hospital personnel. 
She and the late Charlie McGraw, 

who was director of food services, had an 
especially close relationship. He seemed 

Simple story 1s a 

Godly sacrament 

was gorgeous. Everyone felt the peace and 
joy of the Christ Child. Our inner glow lit 
up the cold snowy night 

When I returned to my office a few days 
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~ A CHILD 
a children's resale shop 
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by Shirley Vogler Meister 

; Indianapolis We pay Immediate Cash 
> All items must be in good to 

excellent condition. 
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When Tomas Luis de Victoria (1548-161 1) wrote ‘’O 

fagnum Mysterium,’” he didn’t realize that four centuries 

later his composition would be sung in churches and 

concerts worldwide 

Simple translation of the Latin hymn: “O great mystery 

and admirable sacrament, the animals look on the newly 

porn Lord in the manger. O blessed Virgin, deemed worthy 
to bear our Lord Jesus Christ—Alleluia.”” 

With a Renaissance melody complimenting the words, I 

float on an imaginary return to the stable, where a young girl 

and her spouse protect a new life. I see kittens frolicking 
near the Infant Jesus’ manger, a couple of dogs wagging tails 

in welcome and approval at the stable entrance, birds 

twittering in the loft, and sheep and cows, donkeys and 

horses braying and neighing nearby. Earthy and musty 
odors mingle with the fragrance of frankincense and myrth. 

Under substandard conditions, God became human as | _ 

an infant surrounded by animals. Baby and livestock: 

both vulnerable, both dependent upon the care of others. 
What an ordinary scenario for God! 

“© great mystery and admirable sacrament,” says the 

song. Can we fully understand mysteries? Sacraments? 

The Nativity is mystery and sacrament, yet the scene is 

as ordinary and vulnerable as infants and animals. This was 

God’s choice, an important part in his plan for Redemption 

That act of God-made-man validates our worth and shows 

God’s approval of lower-creature companionship. 
And a baby’s tears foreshadow another very human cry 

from a future Cross . . 

Birth and death and rebirth in the spirit: a simple story, a 
great mystery, a Godly sacrament. 
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first gift 
i stare out the window presents to wrap and 
my mind full of clutter visits to plan 
contracts and deadlines 
phone calls and papers 

a small hand 

round my finger 

from ‘round the tree 
a beaming, face 
soon appears 

mom, c'mere!’ 

crib figures glow 
in the light of the star 

daddy, w’e are ya!   a child has no choice 

but to look deep in trust 
The Associated Group 

cheeseballs to make 

cookies to bake her christmas to us 

-by A. J. Weidekamp, 
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Faith and love inspire 

Christmas memories 
God’s miracles are 

sometimes little 
by Donna J. Dezern 

Greenwood 

It was my 39th Christmas and | was 

pregnant with my fifth child. 1 
huge—too big to tie my shoes, or roll over 
at night, or fit comfortably behind the 
wheel of a car. All of the photos depict me 
smiling and holding a red poinsettia, a 
great camouflage for my condition 

was 

The doctor informed me that it was 
somewhat risky to be pregnant “‘at my 

age.’’ I graciously agreed to shave off 10 
years from my age in order to fit the mold 
for motherhood 

Christmas was special that year waiting, 
for a child who would be a fighter, one that 

would have to overcome insurmountable 
odds even before birth. I could feel the 
strength of the child. My diet was limited 

by gestational diabetes. Passing up the 
chocolate fudge was a temptation too hard 
to resist so I took the fudge and tossed it in 
the freezer to be enjoyed after the baby was 
born and all was safe. 

It was the best of times, waiting on a 
new baby, and the worst of times, fearing 
the unknown and doubting God’s will. 

I delegated many of the responsibilities 
to the other children—wrapping the gifts in 
bright paper, choosing the bows, hanging 

the ornaments. My primary goal was to 

protect my child 
Christmas came and went. January 20th 

arrived in bitter cold. In early morning even 
before the sun was up, labor was induced 
There was the snap of the rubber gloves, 
the severe pain, the words ‘PUSH 
MOTHER, PUSH,” and finally with a gush 

of ‘water,’ a baby was born, an Aquarius 
of course. A beautiful, healthy daughter 
was brought into this world on Friday of 

Super Bowl weekend 
Some of God’s miracles are in fact 

little ones. 

Santa Claus came 
to church to pray 

by Mary Rubeck Benson 
Indianapolis 

It was Christmas Eve and warm light 
escaped through the windows of St. Simon 
Church in Indianapolis as people scurried 
to Mass. There was a certain excitement, a 
certain joy, present as they crowded 
together on the hard pews. 

The church was beautifully decorated. 
Lovely angels hanging from the ceiling, 
heralded the child’s birth with golden 
instruments. Below, surrounded by poin- 
settias, was the simple stable where Joseph 
and Mary watched over Jesus. 

Just before the closing song, we hearda | 

strong shake of bells at the entrance of the 

church. It was a reverent Santa 
What's he doing here?” a woman 

exclaimed. ‘He doesn’t belong here 
All was quiet as he slowly walked 

down the aisle and, with love, kneeled 
before the infant Jesus. Then he humbly 
walked back to the entrance and, without 
a sound, was gone 

We sang “Joy to the World,”” and it 
seemed like the church was going to burst 
from the happiness and love we felt from 
God’s love to us in the gift of his son 

Yes, Santa belonged here. For Santa is 
a symbol of humans caring and loving, 
one another. He is a symbol of opening 
our hearts to others with love as God did 

for us on the first Christmas. 

Christmas promise 
meant new violin 

by Irma A. Linton 
Indianapolis 

For my 10th birthday I received a brand 
new piano! 

It was so exciting, even though it was 
not a secret my parents kept. 

At this time, my two older brothers 
| could play the trombone or trumpet. 

1 was the youngest and now it was my 
turn to take music lessons. 

| So what if I had to be at school at 7:30 
a.m. for a piano lesson? 

| With just three months before Christ- 
| mas, I hoped I’d be playing Christmas 

songs during the holidays. 
| Soon I found that after practicing scales 
| enough, playing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem” was something I could do with 
one hand. 

Three friends came to my home to hear 
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"by Anne “Marie Louder 

Amidst all that busyness, 
“Norma,” the youngest mother in our building, wasn’t taking 

part. She had a small baby and 
husband who lived there with them but ignored all of them. 

We knew instinctively 1 at her absence meant there 

me play this and sing along. Sadly, my 
friends were not allowed to play “Chop- 
sticks’’ on the new piano 

My enthusiasm for piano playing en- 
dured until I fell in love with violin music 

Should I stop piano lessons? 
My music teacher advised my mother 

that I should continue piano lessons. She 
considered piano-playing skills basic for 
learning to play an instrument. 

If Suzyki group lessons were to be had, 
then my parents would find the music 
instruction less expensive 

My mother was the music promoter 
for each of us. She arranged for me to 
take a half-hour lesson on the piano and 
a half-hour lesson on the violin, which 
kept the money in the music budget 
under control. 

This great love for violin music came 
about the time I was promoted to the eighth 
grade. 

During summer vacation, our family 
moved from the eastside of Indianapolis to 
the northside of the city 

I hated to move and leave my old 
friends, but I set a goal to play the violin 
at Christmas in the grade school or- 
chestra, using a practice violin that had 
had lots of use. 

Never mind that I gave up two days of 
after-school fun for practice with the 
orchestra. 

1 also practiced at home and was 
delighted when the teacher accepted me for 
the Christmas program. 

Happily I joined the others playing ‘‘Joy 
to the World,” “The First Noel’ and 
“Silent Night.’” 

That Christmas program was a never-to- 
be-forgotten event. All of us loved the 
applause for it. 

Best of all, my parents made a promise 
on Christmas Day to buy me a new violin 
when the time came to enter high school! 

That promise was my most important 
Christmas gift. 

Surprise gifts from friends 
reflect spirit of the season 

__Indianapolis 

Our family’s most memorable Christmas took place, as 

did the first Christmas, in the humblest of surroundings. 

Our quarters at a 
weren’t actually a stable, but our living conditions were 

| primitive by anybody's standards. 
My hear’ sank when I first saw the place. Our share ct 

a first-floor wing, 
consisted of a living room, two small bedrooms, a 

bathroom with a shower stall and no tub, and a kitchen 

with a small sink and a few open shelves. 

This was to be home for my husband and me and four 

active boys—10-year-old twit 
who would be 1-year-old a w 

That first day, I couldn’ 
live under those circumstances, 

| new to Navy life and still had a lot to learn 

about life in the military. 
There was, and still is, a special bond among Navy 

bred out of survival needs rising from the 

disruptions of family life when a sailor-husband is 

ordered to sea. 
discomforts of substandard housing. 

The limited size of our quarters meant that no one had 

any place to hide yuletide bounty from prying young 

eyes, so we wives worked out a plan for storing gifts for 

small Naval air station in Michigan 

of a converted H-shaped barracks 

s, a 3-year-old, and a baby 
k before Christmas. 

imagine how we were ever 
but I was 

   
   

That bond could also ease some 

‘As Christmas came closer, there was quite a flurry of 
and scurrying in and out of our 

Navy daddies sharing the 

hallways and their tools to put together the “‘need-to-be- 

we slowly began to realize that 

a year-old boy—and a 
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would be no Christmas for them, and it seemed as natural 

as breathing to pitch in and do something. 

We baked cookies, raided our ow? kids’ 

TOOLS & GLASS 

KEYS MADE RUST-OLEUM | 

AND MINWAX | 
PLUMBING e 
HEATING ae ; | each other. 

& ELECTRICAL RODEN TOOL! eine anu 
| 2 rrying 

. Suaie® coe | neighbors’ doors, young 

3604 Madison Complete Sharpening Service | § | eae 

784-7551 
assem toys. 

| 

— IT’S HERE — | 
| 
| | bounty, and 

| chipped in for a tree and ornaments. 
On Christmas Eve, wrapped toys, stockings stufied 

with candy, and the decorated Christmas tree were 

stealthily placed in the hall. 
One of the quietest “‘elves’’ tapped gently on Norma’s 

door and we quickly scooted into our own apartments, 

doors cracked just enough that we could see the joy glowing 

in Norma’s eyes when she found her Christmas. 

It was a rare moment o! joy deeply shared among the 

givers. My twins, not long bereft of their belief in Santa 

Claus and not happy with the loss, had enchantment 

restored to their lives in the powerful lesson that it really is 

more blessed to give than to receive: 

Christmas Eve of 1958 in those grim military barracks 

was a night of ‘onder for all of 5 and truly gave our 

| family our most n.emorable Christmas. 
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Mexican devotion to El Ninopa 
by Patricia Elizondo 

A custom thrives in Xochimilco, an ancient town about 

an hour's drive from the heart of Mexico City. The town is 

known for its canals edged with flowers and filled with 

colorful flat-bottom boats. 

Literally ‘‘the place where flowers are sown,” 

Xochimilco i wrapped in legends. It is also home of a 

continuing custom surrounded by legends: the devotion 

to “El Ninopa.”” 
Weighing little more than the crocheted gowns and 

baby blankets in which he is dressed, EI Ninopa is an 

image of th: Christ child. 
He was tashioned 400 years ago by a native Xochimilcan 

artesan at the request of Spanish priests. The image was 

made in the likeness of the people of that land who 

affectionately named him “Nino Padre’ (child-father), ‘’Nino 

Patron’’ (child-patron) or “Nino Pan’’ (child of the place of 

Xochimilco): ““Ninopa’’ for short. 

El Ninopa’s tiny face, that of a child approximately 3 years 

old, is delicately crafted of a smooth, finely polished plaster, 

thought to be made with maize It is as flawless today as it 

rust have looked when the artisan sculpted it. 

His appearance is unique. Although similar in size and 

shape to the image of the Christ child displayed in churches 

throughout the world at Christmas, El Ninopa has none of 

the European characteristics of other images. 

The eyes are large, brown, encircled with thick eyelashes 

made of real hair. There is an intelligence in them, an 

unforgettable, sweetly haunting expression 

The Spanish priests saw in the Xochimilcans a people 

whose native religious expression was highly visual 

accustomed to paying homage to gods they could touch. To 

expedite conversion, the priests allowed the families to take 

EI Ninopa home to their children. 
Handled as if he were a real baby, El Ninopa is dressed 

daily in one of the many outfits given him by the people. 

Toys are favorite gifts 

He is treated with utmost respect. His head is covered 

with a blanket whenever he is taken out into the night air. 

It is said that on one occasion El Ninopa fell and 

cracked his forehead. Not knowing what to do, since this 

never happened before, his caretaker put him to bed that 

night. The following day, the story goes, he had not a 

scratch. 
‘The obligations of El Ninopa’s caretaker, 

ordo.70,"" are numerous. Families accept res| 

this role for a year. The waiting list 

or ‘‘may- 
jonsibility for 

families covers the 

Where are we going 

for Christmas dinner? 
  

by Linda L Rome 
On the telephone, in check-out lines, over the 

keyboards, the issues are hashed out: Where are we going 

for Christmas dinner? 

The best and the worst in our family relationships can be 

brought out by this seemingly simple decision about where 

to have Christmas dinner. 

On the one hand, Christmas is a time when we want 

to celebrate family, its closeness, and our love for each 

other, however flawed. 

On the other side, we can’t ignore painful realities: the 

ble cost of i i I distance, 

two sides of a family too big to fit into anybody’s home, 

families separated by divorce and any number of other 

situations which can mar the holiday feeling, 

Yet sometimes we overlook or fear creative solutions 

that might cut down the stress of the with-whom-and- 

where problem 
First, figure out what's causing the problem. Who is 

unhappy? Or who are you afraid will be unhappy? 

Do you feel manipulated into always putting on a big 

dinner when you would rather go to a restaurant? Are you 

worried an alcoholic uncle or aunt will disrupt dinner or that 

the longstanding feud between your father and his brother 

will erupt over pumpkin pie? 
Are your problems more logistical? How will we seat 17 

people at a table for six or be at my father’s big dinner at 2 

sm. and my mother-in-law’s family dinner at 5 p.m. when 

the families in question live 120 miles apart? 

So, be realistic—and don’t feel guilty about it! 

Consider the European custom: Spend Christmas day 

with your nuclear family, the day after Christmas with your 

extended family. Or have a Christmas Eve brunch with one 

side of the family, Christmas dinner w ith the other. 

Draw lots for whose house hosts dinner; have dinner 

catered; buy the pies if you can’t bake; share the expense 

Arrange a conference call with your family across the 

country; make a video and send it. If you're alone, invite 

friends or volunteer at one of the community programs 

to feed the homeless. Try to include neighbors who don't 

have relatives nearby. 

Finally, remember families change and grow, and so 

traditions change and grow too. What was right when your 

children were small, may need to be rethought 

Be flexible and encourage others to be flexible, 

the spirit of Christmas, not the empty form 

© 1991 by Catholic News Service 

too. Keep 

EL NINOPA—This image of the Christ Child, fashioned 

400 years ago, is delicately crafted of a smooth, finely 

polished plaster, thought to be made with maize. (CNS 

photo from Patricia Elizondo) 

next 40 years. Only the residents of the Xochimilco 

district are allowed to house El Ninopa. 

‘The family that provides him shelter also dresses him 

and tends to those who seek him. Daily the faithful 

request that El Ninopa visit their town, church, home or 

  

    their sick. Wh cever he travels, someone from the 

household mus, accompany him. 

Juan Manuel Rubi waited 20 years for the privilege 

Speaking recently, almost at the end of his tenure, Rubi said 

he felt peace in his family, his home. 
“Every morning,” said Rubi, “my wife and I dress him 

around 5 a.m, Often late at night there are still people 

waiting to see and hold him. By the time we close our doors 

for the evening, exhaustion takes over.” 

El Ninopa’s small pink mouth is slightly open in a 

tender smile that shows two rows of minute baby teeth, 

a miracle of craftsmanship and the object of a legend that 

grew out of centuries of devotion. It is said that when FI 

Ninopa is sad—if, for example, the person being prayed 

for is about to die—his reflection reflects his sadness. 

“If you can see the tiny teeth,” say those who daily 

observe him, “it means your _cayer will be answered.” 

“The sick have priority,” explained Rubi “We always 

allow the sick first access to him.’ 

Rubi recalled that on one occasion someone gave El 

Ninopa a special outfit she wanted to see him wear. 

“The sleeve didn’t fit,” Rubi said. “My wife and 1 

persisted, saying, ‘Be good, Ninopa, wear this.’ ”” Rubi 

added, “You may not believe me, but after 15 minutes of 

begging him, the sleeve did fit!’’ 
El Ninopa’s faithful exude peace, humility and a quiet joy. 

Daily they donate baskets of fresh flowers. Nightly they join 

the crowd of 60 or more at a rosary in his honor. 

El Ninopa spends most of the daylight hours away from 

home. But he must be home by 8 p.m. Those are the rules. 

After all, he is a child! 
The toys, clothing, blankets and other articles people give 

him fill the second story of another house. These gifts come 

from people who don’t have much in the way of material 

things. Their wealth is in El Ninopa's protection. 

As one child responds to another, so the town of 

Xochimilco showers their Ninopa with transparent affection 

and the trappings of childhood. 

The belief in El Ninopa as a powerful manifestation of 

God’s mercy has taken root. Many attest to the healing of 

their sick, the restoration of their hope, the answer to their 

most heartfelt prayer. 

All seem moved by the tender face of the child, the 

brilliant eyes, the enigmatic smile. 
1991 by Catholic News Service 
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Have you heard the good news? 
by Stan Konteczny 

Timaeus was preoccupied with one bit 
of early morning news which he overheard 

in his neighbor's courtyard just as he was 
leaving for the open market 

It was a strange tale of a visiting couple 

giving birth to their first child in a stable 

outside of town. The neighbor's brother-in 

law, a shepherd, allegedly learned of the 
birth from an angel 

Babies, angels, shepherds and even 
messiahs so filled his mind that Timaeus 
walked right past his old friend and 
associate, Jonathan, who had positioned 
himself in a doorway near the market at a 

vantage where he could watch the comings 
and goings of Bethlehem 

‘What's the rush, Timaeus? Are you in 

such a hurry to get Jericho dates from 
Gamiel the fruit-seller that you can’t stop 
for one moment and greet an old friend?”’ 
Jonathan called out, his barrel chest 

projecting his voice above and beyond the 
nearby din 

“Good day, Jonathan, good day! I would 
stop for you even if Gamiel had olives from 
Meroth,” Timaeus replied. ‘It is just that I 
cannot seem to think about anything else 
than what happened last night. Have you 

heard the news?” he asked. 

“What news is this?” Jonathan asked, 

eager for some inside information. 
“Last night, in a stable outside town, a 

baby was born to a young couple visiting 
from Nazareth,” Timaeus said. 

“Blessed are you, © Lord, our God, king, 
of the universe, who are good and dispenses 
good,” Jonathan replied with the blessing 
uttered upon hearing good news. 

Then he fired question after question at 
his would-be reposzter: “Did they call 
Salome the midwife? Who are the parents? 

Where exactly are they staying?” 
“Please, 1 only heard bits and pieces 

myself,” Timaeus hedged. ‘‘It seems the 
couple came for the census. They stayed in 
a stable, because there was no room in the | 
inn. The husband is a carpenter in 
Nazareth, but his roots are here in | 
Bethlehem.” 

  

“See,’’ Jonathan bellowed. ‘See what 

happens when that filth occupies your 
country and levies burdensome taxes. hey 
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VISITING THi NEW BABY-Stan Konieczny tells the story of a day in the life of two local 

residents of Bethlehem, Timaeus and his good friend Jonathan, at the time of Jesus’ birth. 

After discussing local politics, the two plan to join others going to see the young couple 

visiting from Nazareth and their son who was born in a stable. (CNS photo) 

raise the taxes; the drought comes; the 
crops fail and what do you do? The scum 
forces you from your land and you have to 
work a trade among strangers instead of 
tilling your father’s land. 

“You become a refugee in your own 
homeland,” the rotund man held forth. 

“Wait, this is supposed to be glad 
news,’”’ Timaeus interrupted. 

“How can we ever be glad while we are 
crushed and scattered by the Roman 
occupiers and their lackey, Herod?” 
Jonathan roared. 

“Will you keep your voice dow 

    

| Timaeus cautioned. ““You know Herod has 
| jies everywhere. 
|" “Besides, he’s sick. I hear he is headed 
| for the Baths of Callirrhoe, looking for some 
| relief from his ailments,’ Timaeus offered, 
| trying to sooth his friend. 
| “We would all be relieved if Herod 

drowns in the Baths of Callirrhoe,’” 
Jonathan raved. 

“Be quiet, you fool. You have no idea 
who might be listening,” Timaeus fretted. 

Jonathan toned down a bit, saying, 
“How can you help but be angry against 

| that gang. You know that our priests in 
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optional tours are necessary 

Jerusalem must depend on the foreigners’ 
kindness because our holy vestments are 

eld in the Romans’ Tower of Antonia. 

“ And you know that Herod installed a 
Roman eagle over the temple gate and 
then slaughtered our brave youths who 
dared to destroy that cursed graven 
image,”’ Jonathan recounted 

“That is past news which we have 
talked about time and time again,” 
Timaeus interrupted. 

“Yes, and time after time Herod keeps 
us down with his mercenaries from Gaul 
and Germany. He sells our people into 
slavery for the least of crimes. He. . .”’ 

Stop it. Stop before you get us both an 
audience with some torturer,"’ Timaeus 
pleaded in a tense voice. “Remember the 
words of the great teacher, Hillel: ‘Judge 
not your neighbor until you are in his 
place,’ ”’ Timaeus added 

“T have no neighbor among the occupi- 
ers,’ Jonathan stated, “‘but you were 

telling me that I have alittle neighbor out in 
the hills. Where did you hear this news?” 

Timaeus answered, ‘‘My neighbor's 
brother-in-law is a shepherd.’” 

“Oh, that lot. How can you believe the 
likes of shepherds? They have no regard for 
a man’s land, grazing their flock wherever 
they please,’ Jonathan blustered. 

“1 was saying,” Timaeus continued 
with agitation, ‘‘the shepherds heard the 
cries and the song of the angels.”’ 

“Oh, angels! Timaeus, my friend, you 
know that miracle workers, magicians, 
witches, angels and demons pass 
through these gates as often as the moon 
changes,”” Jonathan scoffed. 

“Well, I must admit, I heard them 
myself last night,’’ Timaeus shyly 
confessed. ‘‘I couldn’t sleep, and as I 
stared out my window a faint whisper 
caught my attention. 

“It filled me with joy and peace and 
hope, yes hope in this time of drought and 
taxes and surveillance and census.”” 

He added, ‘‘In fact, 1 wonder if the 
angels sang of Messiah.’” 

“Messiah . Messiah,” Jonathan 
savored the word. 

“Well, I must be about my business. 
Thank you for the news about our visitors. 

ind out where they are say let 
me know. My Sarah makes a delightful 
dish of lentils which they might enjoy.’ 

The friends parted as Jonathan crossed 
the market preoccupied with thoughts of 
taxes and Romans, babies and Messiahs. 

© 1991 by Catholic News Service 
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A STORY FOR CHILDREN 

The gift 
by Elizabeth M. McMahon 

In the hills outside of Bethlehem there are many caves 

where shepherds have sought shelter from the cold 

winter nights. Some *ave been used for thousands of 

years, their floors and their walls thick with soot 

from fires built to keep them warm 

Many, many years ago a shepherd called Jacob and his 

young, son, Elias, were occupying ‘one of those caves and 

tending their small herd of sheep that was grazing oF 

sleeping nearby 
One day, as Elias watched the herd, he came upen a any 

sparrow that had been injured. It was frightened and weak and 

Unable to fly away. The bird's little heart was pounding as Ehas 

gently picked it up and held it close to his own heart to keep it 

warm 
When Elias showed the bird to his father, Jacob told him 

to turn it loose and let God care for it. But Elias pleaded with 

his father, telling him that God was so busy and would want 

him to help the defenseless little bird 

Jacob was a kind man, and seeing how much this 

meant to his son he told him it would be all right for him 

to try to save the bird . 

There was talk among the people of a very special child 

born nearby. Like all young children, Elias was very curious 

When he heard that three wise men from far-off countries 

were prey gifts to the child, he could not contain 

himself. He rushed to see all the excitement 

When he arrived, the adults were pushing and 

shoving one another to get a glimpse. Poor little Elias was 

nearly trampled. Saddened by this, he turned and slowly 

walked away. 
On his way home, Elias thought to himself that 

perhaps if he too had a gift they might let him in to see 

the child. He rushed home to find his father. He pleaded 

with him and told him that he must have a gift for the 

baby. 
Jacob sadly explained that they were very poor and had 

nothing to give. Being a good boy, Elias did not press the 

matter any further. He walked into the cave to care for the 

little bird. 

Jacob was concerned for his son, so he went into the 

cave to comfort him. As they talked, Jacob explained that 

the kings were very rich and could afford fine gifts. But a 

poor shepherd like him had nothing of value. 

Elias thought about their talk and wondered what he 

might have that might be considered valuable. Just then, 

the injured little bird began to chirp. 

Elias was surprised. He said to himself, ‘“Oh, not the 

bird!” 

Again the bird chirped, cocking its head to the side 

and looking Elias straight in the eye. 

‘At that moment the boy knew what he must do. 

Gently placing the little bird in a basket he had made, 

Elias started on his way back to the place where baby 

Jesus had been born 

The adults were still pushing and shoving to get a 

glimpse. Not being very big, Elias got down on his hands 

and knees and squeezed through the crowd, Just then, a 

huge gruff servant of one of the kings shouted at Elias 

and told him to leave. A hush fell over the crowd as 

Mary, the beautiful mother, told them to let the boy come 

in. 

Frightened and ruffled, Elias walked toward the 

are 

  

WINTER IN THE COUNTRY—Fresh snow nearly covers this 

meandering country stream. (CNS photo by Gene Ahrens) 
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of a bird 

  

manger and held ov his gift. Suddenly the bird flew out 

of the basket straight toward the manger! 

Poor Elias! His heart began to pound and he did not 

know what to do. Just then, there was a brilliant glow 

that filled the entire room! It was so bright that Elias had 

to cover his face. Stillness came over the crowd, and Elias 

slowly opened his eyes He could hardly believe what he 

cave, The little sparrow was no longer there, and in its 

place sat a beautiful snow-white dove! 

The boy’s heart was filled with wonderment. As Elias | 

turned to leave, he felt a large hand on his shoulder. He 

looked up and saw the kind face of the man the people 

called Joseph, who smiled down at him in thanks. 

As Elias walked back through the crowd, he found his 

father waiting for him. Jacob put his arm around his son 

and proudly told him that he had learned a wonderful 

lesson that night: He saw that you cannot always judge 

something by its appearance. 

Jacob said the gift Elias had given looked like a broken, 

scrawny, little sparrow, yet in the presence of God it 

became this beautiful creature which represents peace 

and love. 

The gift of the bird was a reminder that God doesn’t 

judge us by our wealth or what we have to offer, but by the | 
spirit in which we give. 
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Why 
by Fr. Richard Gribble 

Reprinted from The Catholic Answer 

From the joyous celebration that this time of year brings, 

it might be thought that this festive time and the Christmas 

solemnity have existed throughout the Christian era 

Evidence, however, shows that this is not the case. 

Christmas, like all the feasts and seasons in the church 

year, came about through an evolutionary history. In fact, it 

is probable that the contemporary dating of Jesus’ birth had 

little to do with the historical event so beautifully related in 

chapter two of St Luke’s Gospel. 

The earliest evidence for celebrating the Lord’s 

Incarnation shows the feast to be a turning point in the 

constructed liturgical cycle. The “Chronograph of 354," a 

Kaman almanac complete with holidays, names of consuls | 

and burial dates of local citizens, shows Dec. 25 (using, the 

Julian dating instituted in 45 B.C.) to be the date around 

which the year was constructed. Unlike our contemporary 

calendar which uses Jan. 1 as the pivotal point, the 

“Chronograph’’ begins to list dates on Dec. 25 each year. 

In addition to the “Chronograph,” the Depositio 

Martyrum, a book with lists of martyrs’ death dates, runs 

from Dec. 25 to Dec. 24. It would appear from this evidence 

that the birth of Christ was being celebrated in Rome on Dec. 

25 by the mid-fourth century. ‘Additional corroborating 

evidence, however, is needed 

More evidence concerning the Dec, 25 date is found in the 

works of St. Hippolytus ‘and St. Augustine. Although 

somewhat doubtful in fact, the reference to Jesus’ birth on 

Dec. 25, by Hippolytus in his “Commentary on 

how that the Dec. 25 date was in the minds 

even if this is a later interpolation. 

‘A more useful piece of information is seen in Augustine’s 

sermon No. 202. Here the great North African bishop makes 

he schismatic Donatist practice of not 

i rest of the Christian 

, then it would appear that the 

on Dec. 25 in Africa predated the 

because we know that the Donatist 
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is Christmas on Dec. 25? 
schism began in 311. Obvievsly, a major Ie 

certain Donatist practices verore 

this conclusion. 

311 must be made to rea 

, an assuming 
ch 

Two major hypotheses exist regarding the precis® origin 

of the date of Dec. 25 as the festival of Jesus’ birth. The most 

common popular explanation states that the date was used 

because a contemporary pagan feast was practiced on that 

date. The history of this “religious 

the Christian faith took over the 

which celebrated the winter solstice on Dec. 25. The Rom 

hypothesis’’ states that 
festival of pagan Rome 

an 

festival Natalis solis invicti (“Nativity of the Unconquered 

Sun”), established in 
was a dedication to the sun god in the Campus Martius. 

the length of each day became greater, 

honor the sun for its triumphal return. 

‘Association of Jesus’ birth with the winter 

found before the time of Aurelian. The 

speaks of the ‘‘sun of righteousness’ 

discourse. Besides having an association with Christ, tl 

passage found great 
content and the association of the Resurrection with 

More information can be 

solstice can 

274 A.D. by the Emperor Aurelian, 
AS 

the Romans would 

be 
prophet Malachi 

* (Mal. 4:2) in his 
the 

popularity due to its eschatological 
dawn. 

derived from the De Pascha 

Computus of 243. This treatise specifically associates Jesus’ 

birth with Malachi’s “sun of righteousness.” This fact could 

be argued to show an even earlier date for using Dec. 25 

Christmas than that shown through the Roman 

graph” or Augustine’s sermon. 

The “computation hypothesis,’” suggested initially 

as 
“Chrono- 

by 

Louis Dechesne in the latter 19th century and advocated 

today by Thomas Talley, 

the derivation of Dec. 25 

Basically, 
as the feast of Christmas. 

the hypothesis 

presents a much different idea on 

states that before there was any 

affiliatian of Christmas with the feast of the sun, there was 

ate the date of Jesus’ birth by calculati 

lies the basic axiom of the theory; namely, 

states, in an analogous manner to rabbinic 

Jesus, a great prophet in the Jewish tradition 

and died on the 
Jesus was crucified on March 25. 

ing, 

the hypothesis 
thought, that 

, was conceived 

same date. From data available at the time, 
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From Our Family 

To Your Family 

SEASON’S GREE TINGS 

; ‘ 

Shirley Brothers 
MORTUARIES ™ 

the family to turn to when your family needs help 

Washington Memorial Chapel 

Washington Street 
‘and Washington Park Cemeteries 

Irvington Hit! Chapel 

5377 East Washington Street 
in the Heart of Irvington 

Between Memorial Park 

Drexel Chapel 

4565 East Tenth Street 
in the Linwood Neighborhood 

Castleton Chapel 

9900 Allisonville Road 

Where Elier Road meets Allisonville 

For information on services at any of our chapels phone 897-9606. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

St. Vincent Professional Building 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

872-6253 

HEATHER GLEN PHARMACY 

8424 Naab Road 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

872-2881 

CRITERION PHARMACY   
  

  
Season’s Greetings 

FUNERAL HOMES 

2 LOCATIONS 

232 W. Broadway 
See aes 

Phone: 392-2555   Carmony & Ewing 

819 S. Harrison 

Shelbyville 

  

  

— Christmas Greetings — 

from 

Hammans 

Electric, Inc. 
634-5886 oF 546-3694 
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Corroborative evidence for the computation hypothe- 

sis is found in the Latin homily (spuriously ascribed to St 

John Chrysostom) De solstitits et aequinoctits. Arguing, from 

a different perspective, this homily calculates Jesus’ birth 

by its association, described in the Lukan narrative, with 

that of John the Baptist. 

By placing the conception of John the Baptist at the 

autumnal equinox (based on the priestly duties of 

Zechariah) and applying Luke 1:36 that Jesus was conceived 

six months later, it follows that Jesus was conceived at the 

vernal equinox March 25. Thus the birth of Jesus nine 

months later is easily calculated. 

This hypothesis 1s supported, as Duchesne points out, 

by Augustine’s text Quaesitio in Haptateuchum. In this 

treatise, Augustine identifies Jesus’ birth as the 8th of the 

Kalends of January (Dec. 25). Augustine's argument does 

not start from the death of Jesus, ‘but assumes directly the 

date of March 25 as the Annunciation. Additionally, 

Augustine cites Malachi 4:2 as evidence for calculating the 

Lord’s birth on the winter solstice. 

In today’s world, Dec. 25 is recognized by most 

Christians as the day to celebrate Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem 

nearly 2,000 years ago- Historical recognition of this date is 

shown in fourth-century Rome. This Christian celebration, 

however, most probably began even earlier. Although the 

history of the religious hypothesis, ascribing Christmas to a 

pagan feast associated with the winter solstice, is most 

‘what is certain is that this feast within the liturgical 

calendar came about through an evolutionary process. 

Regardless of its source, the feast of Christmas is most 

important for what it commemorates. Jesus was the 

reason and the significance for this feast in the patristic 

church. Let us also make him the center of our Christmas 

celebration today. 

(Reprinted from The Catholic 

Visitor, Inc., 200 Noll Plaza, Huntington, 

permission.) 

Precious Lord, 

precious life 
by Archbishop James P. Lyke 

Archbishop of Atlanta 

Excerpted from ‘‘Precious Lord, Precious Life’’ 

Children are not property. 

Life is not property. 

It seems so simple and so obvious to say this. 

Yet policies, laws ‘and actions in America 

reflect a mentality that says: 

‘The New Life is property— 

property to accept, property to discard. 

We would not, could not believe this 

if we allowed ourselves to have feelings for the child, 

if we allowed ourselves to see the wonder in this 

moment of creation. 

Our society has become cut off 

from this creative joy- 

The Gospel of Luke records the joy of Elizabeth and Mary 

at the news of the conception and birth 

of John the Baptist and of Jesus Christ. 

Respect for New Life is evident 

in the path that Christ chose. 

He traveled the journey of the preborn child. 
tert 

Answer, ©1991 by Our Sunday 
IN 46750. Used with 

“And behold, you shall conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, 

which means ‘God saves.”” 

From that day on, the womb of the mother 

took on a new sense of sacredness. 

The fruit of the mother’s womb, 

the New-Born Child, 

is destined to be a disciple of Jesus 

and a worker in his vineyard. 

As Jesus came to save, so now, 

every baby is called to grow and become, 

and to take his or her place in the drama of salvation 

and in promoting the reign of God. 

We cannot afford to lose 

this unique and unrepeatable child, 

with singular potential 

to sing the one song God has given 

to this special person, 

to no other but this one, 

for greater harmony within the universe, 

for greater harmony in the human family. 

et 

Gracious God, 

Look with love on your people. 

Help us renew our respect for life, 

to discover afresh its sacredness, 
it ourselves 

We pray for those who would harm or 

in any form or in any Way- 

We pray for their conversion 

May God bless and keep you in this Christmas season. 

(“Precious Lord, Precious Life’ is letter by 

Archbishop Lyke. The full text can be obtained from the Secretariat 

for Pro-Life Activities, National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washington, DC 20017.) 

to its ion. 
destroy this life    



December 20, 1991 

I found gift 
__by Elizabeth 

  

. McMahon 

In this busy, maddening world we 

hustle and bustle from morning till night. 

The grueling start in the early hours, 

sleepily pouring the first cup of coffee, 

popping in a piece of toast, and turning on 

the radio or television to listen to the news 

we may have missed overnight, becomes a 

routine that is familiar to many. 

When | became dis.bl:d, | found this 

routine blended in with the difficulty of 

trying to entertain myself. Prayer, reading 

or watching TV often became boring, 

Fortunately I discovered that just gazing, 

out of the window opened up an exhilar- 
ating new adventure. You begin to enjoy 

the wonder of a new dawning—the first 

song of birds saying good morning to the 

warm rays of the sun, the flowers covered 
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of love out my window 

| 

with dew reaching up to the warmth of the 
sun. Suddenly the world is awakened and 

nature seems to drown out the busy 
sounds around you 

Fall comes upon us in glorious beauty, 

the colors of gold, reds and browns 

cloaking the earth in all its splendor. The 

cool, crisp air beckons one outside to 

ponder on this wonder, as another chapter 

in the book of life begins to close. 

Winter comes. Most of the birds are 

gone, and there are no more flowers. Yet 

God has managed to make the stark bare 

surroundings things of beauty. The snow 

gently falls to the ground, covering itina 

heavenly blanket of glistening white. It is 

as though he is telling nature to rest for 

awhile. It is a quiet time, a time of 

reflection 
Shortly after the first snow last year, I 

became concerned about the little spar- 

| | 

| 

| 
| 

| 

| 
| 

rows as they foraged for food. Having no 

birdseed, I decided to crumble some 

bread for them. It wasn’t long until a little 
fellow discovered the crumbs, ate them, 

and then flew away. Soon more came, to 

my delight, and then a whole group. The 

proper name for a group of sparrows is a 

‘host.’” What a lovely name for these 

remarkable little creatures. 

Some believe they only act on instinct. 

But God has given his creatures special 

ways to communicate. Watching these 

beautiful little birds play, eat and some- 

times fuss with one another makes me 

realize how delicate life really is, and how 

quickly it may pass us by. Then I stop to 

thank our Lord for all our wonderful 

blessings, for the life he has given us and 

the beauty he has surrounded us in nature. 

In this host of sparrows I have 

discovered individuals. My favorite is a 

Page 29 

sweet little bird with a crippled wing. 

When he lands, the wing droops to the 

ground and it amazes me that he can fly. 
Another comes to the sill and gazes in the 
window, as if to say, “‘How are you 

today?’” When I'm a little late putting out 

the bread, one sits on the railing actually 

voicing his impatience. 

I look forward to the long cold days of 

winter, knowing the joy I will experience 

watching my little feathered friends coming, 

for their breakfast as I eat mine. 

Each season represents another facet 

of God’s love. As St. Paul teaches, 

“There are in the end, three things that 

last: faith, hope, and love, and the 

greatest of these is love.” 
I pray each season will be a new 

beginning or rebirth of love toward one 

another and all mankind. 
Just a few slices of bread and a host of 

sparrows bring me unsurmountable love 

and joy. Perhaps if we all could learn to 

offer a ‘bit of bread’’ each in our own way 

to one another, we would discover the 

greatest love of all—the love of God. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The Sunday Readings 
Sunday, December 22, 1991 

Micah 5:1-4 — Hebrews 10:5-10 — Luke 1:39-45 

by Fr. Owen F. Campion 

The prophecy of Micah is the source of 

the first reading for this Fourth Sunday of 

‘Advent. Enthusiastic and compelling, the 

reading announces the 
birth at some future 
date of a great leader. 
He will come from 
Bethlehem, and he will 
bring security and 
peace to God's people 

Bethlehem was 
symbolically very im- 
portant in the culture 
and religion that sur- 
rounded Jesus. It was 
the birthplace of King David, whose reign 

unified God’s people and set them on the 

path to greatness among the nations. To 

mention the name of Bethlehem evoked 

the memories of the great king, and it 

brought to mind once again the blessed 

thoughts of serenity and dignity so long, 

denied God’s people. 
David was much more than a political 

figure. He was God’s instrument. Through 

him, God worked his will. Through David, 

God blessed and saved his people. 

Christian readers of Micah have seen in 

the prophecy an illusion of Jesus, of whom 

David was a prefigurement. Jesus, God's 

own agent as the son of God and messiah, 

was born in Bethlehem and went into the 

world from Bethlehem to bring hope and 

grace to all. 
This weekend’s second reading is from 

the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Hebrews was a writing surely intended 

for Jews. It lavishly employs Jewish imagery 

ols. An example is ritual sacrifice, 
d's reading. The 

ancient Jewish ritual sacrifice represented 

human igement of God’s great- 

ness and generous care for his people. 

Once ritual sacrifices were common- 

place in Jerusalem's great temple. The loss 

of the Temple, and the scattering, centuries 

ago of the Jewish priestly tribe, meant that 

the custom of ritual sacrifices ended. But 

the reading this weekend from Hebrews 

reminds us that there is need for such 

sacrifices. Jesus, the perfect victim, the 

perfect priest, offered himself in everlasting 

tribute to God and as absolute satisfaction 

for all human transgressions. 

It was a sacrifice that gathered us in the 

sweep of its divinity and perfection. And it 

is everlasting, just as the Lord himself is 

everlasting. Such is the effect of his 

divinity, without change, always powerful, 
never exhausted, never exclusive. 

St. Luke’s Gospel, so rich in details of 

the Lord’s birth and infancy, is the source 
of this weekend’s Gospel reading, describ- 

ing the visit of the pregnant Mary to her 

cousin, Elizabeth, also expecting a child. 
There is poetry and gracefulness in St 

Luke’s Gospel. A good example is the 

text for this weekenc’s liturgy. Elizabeth 

| 
| 

| | 
| 

| 
| 

| 

majestically and excitedly welcomes Mary 

as the “mother of her Lord.’ She sees 

not just a relative awaiting the birth of a 

child, but the bearer of the messiah, the 

mother of the redeemer. 

Reflection 

Very near modern Jerusalem, in the 

hills of Judah, is the little community of 

Ein Karem, thought to be the site of the 

Visitation. Central in the little town is the 

old church, once decorated by European 

royalty, and still faithfully kept for 

pilgrims by the Franciscans. 

In fact, Ein Karem is in walking distance 

of Jerusalem's very heart, at least for a 

determined walker. But it is apart enough 

from the city, with hills rising all around to 

obscure any thoughts of the city, that it 

seems a retreat from the hectic life of the 

world. It is easy there to think about God, 

and in that recollection to remember the 

visit by Mary to Elizabeth 
‘As the mother of Jesus, Mary went out 

from her own home, through moun- 

tainous territories that in those days 

made the trip at least uncomfortable, to 

visit Elizabeth. Mary was the first, and 

the best, missionary. 
Elizabeth was the perfect recipient of 

such good news. Her faith was rich and 

lively. She sang in thanksgiving to God. 

God had given evidence of his mercy and 

goodness. 
This weekend, the church nears the 

conclusion of Advent and celebrates the 

first glimpses of the great feast of Christ- 

mas. For several weeks, for this liturgical 

season, it has called us from the fearfulness 

and seclusion of our souls to the bright 

realization that there is hope, security, and 

peace for us all. It repeats that call in the 

first two readings this weekend. A great 

redeemer, born in Bethlehem, comes to us. 

His sacrifice fully satisfies for our sins and 
is never ending. 

Then the church reassures us with the 

fact that God comes to us through Jesus, 

the son of Mary. As God, he loves us with 

a perfect love, yearning for our salvation. 

‘As son of Mary, he shares our humanity 

and understands perfectly our human 

concerns. The visit of Mary, bearing the 

unborn Lord, represents the wish always of 

Jesus to come into our lives and hearts. We 

need not search unendingly for the Lord, 

nor fear that we will never find him. 

Instead, he searches for us. 
Mary and Elizabeth offer us superb 

examples of how to find God and how to 

live with him. Both were absolutely filled 

with faith, unthinking of self. Both were 

involved in a marvelous process of 

salvation, of which neither knew many 

details. As Christians, we must meet God 

as he comes to us, perhaps asking of us 

commitment in some circumstances still 

not fully known. Such was Elizabeth. As 

Mary reached out in concern to others, 

bearing the Lord, proclaiming the Lord, so 

must we. 

  

  

Daily Readings 
Monday, December 23 
John of Kanty, priest 
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 

5, 

Tuesday, December 24 
Advent weekday 
2 Samuel 7: 
Psalms 89: 
Luke 1:67-79 
Vigil of Christmas 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalms 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
Matthew 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

Wednesday, December 25 

Christmas 
At midnight 

Isaiah 9:1-6 
Psalms 96:1-3, 11-13 
Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 
At dawn 

Isaiah 62:11-12 
Psalms 97:1, 6, 11-12 
Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:15-20 

During the day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalms 98:1-6 

Hebrews 1:1-6 

John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

Thursday, December 26 
Stephen, first martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 

Psalms 31:3-4, 6-8, 17-21 

Matthew 10:17-22 

Friday, December 27 
John, apostle and evangelist 

1 John 1:1-4 
Psalms 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 
John 20:2-8 

THE POPE TEACHES 

  

Saturday, December 28 
Holy Innocents, martyrs 
1 John 1:5 - 1 John 2:2 
Psalms 124:2-5, 7-8 
Matthew 2:13-18 

Monday, December 30 
Sixth day in octave 

of Christmas 
1 John 2:12-17 
Psalms 96:7-10 
Luke 2:36-40 

Tuesday. December 31 
Seventh day in octave 

of Christmas 

Wednesday, January 1 
Octave of Christmas: 

Mary, mother of God 
Numbers 6:22-27 
Psalms 67: 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:16-21 

Thursday, January 2 
Basil the Great and 

Gregory Nazianzen, 
bishops and doctors 

1 John 2:22-28 
Psalms 98:1-4 
John 1:19-28 

Friday, January 3 
Christmas weekday 
1 John 2:29 - 1 John 3:6 
Psalms 98:1, 3-6 

John 1:29-34 

Saturday, January 4 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, religious 

1 John 3:7-10   
Prophets call Christ the 

bridegroom of the church 
by Pope John Paul IT 

Remarks at audience December 1 

The Old Testament prophets speak of 

God as the Spouse of Israel, his chosen 

people. 
Against this background, the New Testa- 

ment presents Jesus ‘Christ, in fulfillment of 

the ancient prophecies, as the bridegroom of 

the church, the new people of God. 
It was John the Baptist who first referred 

to Jesus as the Spouse of Israel foretold by 

the prophets. 
John told his disciples that he himself 

was not the Christ but rather “‘the friend of 

the Bridegroom, who stands and hears him 

(and) rejoices greatly in the Bridegroom’s 

voice’ (John 3:29). 

Jesus used the word bridegroom of 

* himself when he answered those who 

  

asked him why his disciples did not fast: 

“Can the wedding guests fast while the 

Bridegroom is with them? As Jong as they 

have the Bridegroom with them, they 

cannot fast” (Mark 3:19). 

The Gospel parables too reveal that Jesus 

is the Spouse foretold by the prophets. 

In the parable of the wedding feast, 

the kingdom of God is described as a 

  

Networks will televise 

pope’s Christmas Mass 

NBC, E\+IN and VISN networks 

will broadcast Pope John Paul I's 

celebration of Christmas Mass at St 

Peter’s Basilica in Rome on Christmas 

Eve. U.S. Archbishop John Foley will 

assist viewers with commentary during 

the worldwide broadcast 

For a schedule of broadcast times, 

check the ‘“TV Programs of Note’’ on 

page 32 of The Criterion     
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banquet which a king gave for his son 

and invited all to attend. 

Those who answered the king’s invita- 

tion represent all who accept Christ's 

message in faith, respond fully to the 

demands of their vocation, and share fully 

in the life of the church. 

In the parable of the wise and foolish 

virgins, Jesus again uses the image of a 

wedding feast in order to insist that his 
disciples should be ready and waiting for 

the coming of the bridegroom. 

Jesus worked the first of his miracles at 

a wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. This 

setting itself suggests to us that, in Christ, 

the Bridegroom foretold by the prophets 

was now present among the people of 

Israel. At Cana we can also recognize the 

figure of the bride of the New Covenant, 

the church, already present in Mary and 

the disciples who were at the Lord’s side 

during the wedding feast.    
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VIEWING WITH ARNOLD 

‘Beauty and the Beast’ 

is ageless French tale 
by James W. Amold 

As a fairy tale, ‘‘Beauty and the Beast”’ 
pushes all the buttons 

This ageless French legend about the 
beautiful girl who 
tames and then comes 
to love a monster, and 
by loving him turns him 
back into a magnificent 
prince, works as an 
allegory for practically 
everything hopeful in 
human life. 

It’s the story of civili- 
zation, with aggression 
controlled by refine- 7 
ment and law. If the monster is an apt 
symbol of the way a young woman's 
parents are tempted to see her boyfriend 
and bridegroom, then surely she sees him 
as the prince she hopes he'll become. 

It’s also the eternal male and female: the 
principle of strength and ferocity and death 
opposed to the principle of kindness, warmth 
and life. It’s the redeeming power of love. It’s 
about what will happen if humans truly love 
and cherish the wilderness—the air, the 
rivers, the forests. In the fable’s own terms, 
it’s about the beautiful soul imprisoned in a 
grotesque body—a theme movies have 
reminded us of from ‘The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame" to ‘My Left Foot.” 

On the spiritual level, this provocative 
warehouse of a tale also works as a story 
about grace, which is Beauty, and the 
tormented, despairing Beast, who labors 
under a curse for an ancient sin, yearning 
to be free and whole again, Or as they say 
in fairy tales, to be Happy Ever After. 

Now we have the animated Disney 

  

version, directed by twentyish newcomers 
Kirk Wise and Gary Trousdale and scripted 
(after some troubled early versions) by 
Linda Woolverton. It’s faithful enough to 
the original in spirit and specifics to contain 
all these meanings. Yet it’s Disney art, 
which no longer represents one man’s vision 
but the best efforts of an entertainment 
conglomerate to please Middle America and 
recoup some recent box-office losses. 

The Disney name today implies respect, 
but also limitations. It’s popular art aimed 
at children, and has the familiar look and 
reliable characters and incidents (old men 

with polka dot underwear, scary journeys 
through woods at night). Also the familiar 
policy of laundering classic tales: “‘a lot of 
twisted psychosexual things,’’ producer 
Don Hahn argues, he threw out. 

There are also the traditional Disney 
embellishments. Adults either love them or 
endure them; for children, they'll be 
bookshelf icons for months at least. The 
servants in the enchanted castle have been 
transformed into animated comic objects, 
unleashing the artists’ moderately fanciful 
imaginations. 

Among them: a three-stick candelabra 
(Lumiere), a table clock (Cogsworth), a 
wardrobe and a featherduster. Children 
will enjoy them, along with an English 
housekeeper (voice by Angela Lansbury) 
turned into a teapot and her little boy 
turned into—give me a break!i—a mis 
chievous chipped teacup named Chip. 

Like Disney’s megahit ‘Little Mer- 
maid,” “Beauty” is a musical with simple 
and pretty songs by Oscar-winners Alan 
Menken and Howard Ashman. (Also exec 

producer, Ashman dic of AIDS compli- 
cations in March, and the film is dedicated 

to him). Similarly, the tale is built around a 
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CLASSIC FAIRLY TALE—Bookworm Belle is a lovely young Beauty with dreams of love and 
i movie “Beauty and the 

i hanti immated fal 

tale”’ and classifies it A-1 for general patronage. (CNS photo from The Walt Disney Company) 
Beast.” The U.S. Catholic Conference 

sweet, singing ingenue heroine who reads 
romantic tales and dreams of escaping her 
limited habitat (now a storybook provincial 
French village) for adventure and ‘‘some- 

thing more.” 
Belle also looks like ““Mermaid’s’”” Ariel 

(both were based on the same real-life model) 
but has a fresh it nce more likely to 
please feminists. When her eccentric inventor 
father gets lost in the woods and becomes a 
captive in the Beast’s castle, Belle bravely 
volunteers to take his place. 

Of course, we know the Beast is a 
handsome prince, being punished for the 
sin of mistaking appearances as a true 
mirror of the soul. But Belle doesn’t. She 
also doesn’t know that the spell can be 
broken only if someone, in the endearing 
tradition of fairy tale justice, comes to love 
him despite his frightening appearance 
(here, possibly bullish, but modeled mostly 
ona mandrill). 

The plot is really about two people 
getting to know and like each other, 
despite negative first impressions. The 
drama is provided by Belle’s jealous 
suitor, Gaston, who eventually storms 
the castle at the head of an angry mob 
with torches (flashback to the early 
Frankenstein movies). Gaston, a village 
Adonis, is the Beast’s exact opposite: 
perfect on the outside, rotten on the 

calls the cartoon film an “ 

    

inside. The Disney people give him all 
the qualities associated with the contem- 
porary macho male: a hairy-chested 
hunter, boor and bore, chauvinist. 

The art, aided by computer graphics in 
places, is much better than today’s kids 
routinely accept. The best sequences are 
“Be My Guest,”’ a kind of housewarming, 
show put on for Belle by the singing and 
dancing castle objects, and of course the 
final transformation, which challenges the 
hardest hearts not to crack. 

(An immortal tale, mortally but plea- 
santly told; satisfactory for all ages.) 

USCC classification: A-I, general patronage.     
Foley does ‘play-by-play’ for papal Mass 

by Cindy Wooden 

Gilet Nam ore 

  

VATICAN CITY-It’s the most widely distributed 

religious television program in the world and a holiday 

tradition in many families, although it’s been beamed 

around the world only 16 times. 

The broadcast of the pope’s Christmas Mass at midnight 

is seen in more than 50 countries each year, with a potential 

viewing audience of 2 billion people. 

The first worldwide broadcast of the Mass via satellite 

was directed by Italian filmmaker Franco Zeffirelli in 1974. 

Viewers in 43 countries watched Pope Paul V1 celebrate the 

birth of Christ 
U.S. Archbishop John P. Foley, whose Pontifical Council 

for Social Communications coordinates the broadcast and its 

distribution, said the actual number of viewers is estimated 

to be 400 million to 500 million people. 
Some 250 million viewers—from North America to the 

Philippines to Jordan—speak English. For the past eight 

years they have heard Archbishop Foley giving what one 

‘(American seminarian described (to the archbishop, no less) 

as ‘’a play-by-play of the pope’s Mass.’ 
The televised Mass has another vital U.S. connection: the 

Knights of Columbus pay for the uplink, which sends the 

television signal from earth to a satellite Costs of the 

downlink, which captures the signal off the satellite, ate also 

covered by the Knights for countries that want the broadcast 

but can’t afford to pay for it. 
Archbishop Foley estimated the Knights’ contribution for 

the Christmas broadcasts to be about $125,000 each year 

The final tally of the number of countries broadcasting 

the Mass and the pope’s Christmas day message “"Urbi et 

Orbi’’ (to the city and to the world) often is not ready until 

the broadcast is. 
The 1990 midnight Mass was broadcast in 50 countries, 

induding Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia for the first time. The 

“Urbi et Orbi’’ message, which is much shorter and therefore 

easier to get on the air, was broadcast in 57 countnes. 

Lithuania, Latvia and Albania all want to broadcast the 

1991 midnight Mass, although as of Dec. 12 the necessary 

connections had not been completed, said Marjorie Weeke, 

director of audiovisual services at the pontifical counc... 

The communist governments ‘‘knew they couldn't 

control those countries unless they controlled communica- 

    

tions,”’ she said, so the only telecommunications links were 

with Moscow and other communist capitals. 

In the United States, the Mass is broadcast by NBC, 

EWTN and VISN. Archbishop Foley started doing the 

English commentary at the request of NBC, which provides 

the line carrying the English-language sound to 16 

countries. Italian state television provides the pictures, and 

Vatican Radio provides the multilingual sound from the 

readers, the Sistine Choir and the pope. 
NBC sends a producer from New York for technical 

quality control and also provides a thermos of hot tea with 

lemon for the archbishop, who has to talk for one hour and 

45 minutes. 

The Mass goes out in about a dozen languages, with 

most of the commentators recruited by Vatican Radio. 

Commentators see only what viewers see. They describe 

the Mass and translate prayers while watching television 

monitors in t!> Braccio Carlo Magno, an art gallery 

alongside St. Peer’s Square. 
Unlike at sporting events, the commentators are not seen 

on television. Archbishop Foley said he wears a clerical suit, 

overcoat and hat during the Mass because the gallery is not 

heated. Keeping the comments going for almost two hours is 

not a problem, the archbishop said. “I have tons of things to 

say.’ Of course, he understands the Mass, has a copy of the 

prayers and homily beforehand, and has a lot of information 

| about the basilica 
Using his background as a journalist—-he served as editor 

of The Catholic Standard and Times, iladelphi 

archdiocesan newspaper—he begins collecting other bits of 

information about six hours before the midnight broadcast. 

When he goes to North American College for Mass and 

supper, he finds out which U.S. seminarians wi 

participating in the liturgy, what their role will be, and 

where they are from. 

At 10 p.m. he goes into the basilica and searches for 

English-speaking readers, altar servers and members of the 

Offertory procession. He makes note of their names and 

where they are from, then goes after the same information 

from English speakers selected to receive Communion from 

the pope. Even then he’s not ready. He goes up and down 

the aisles asking if anyone speaks English. One year a young 

military officer spoke up, introduced his fiance and, with 

at pride, showed the archbishop the argyle socks she had 

knitted for his Christmas present 

  

Archbishop Foley was surprised, but prepared, when the 

Italian television crews later focused a crowd shot on the 

couple. He got fan mail praising the warm, up-close-and- 

personal style of his commentary, when he shared his notes 

about the couple with viewers. 
When explaining the Mass, the archbishop said, he tries 

to strike a balance between ‘telling practicing Catholics 

what's going on and providing information for viewers who 

may know nothing about the church. 

Another aim isto “try never to cover the voice of the pope,” 

and to speak over music “as little as possible,” while still giving 

a translation of both. He lets the pope sing, ‘Gloria in excelsis 

Deo,” then quickly gives the translation, “Glory to God in the 
highest,”’ before the choir continues singing. 

So that local television stations know when the broadcast 

starts and finishes, he has a set introduction and conclusion. 

His signature ending is, ‘This is Archbishop John Foley in 

Rome wishing you a happy and holy Christmas.” 

TV Programs of Note 

Tuesday, Dec. 24, 6 p.m. (EWTN cable) Midnight Mass 

from St. Peter’s Basilica (live transmission). 

Tuesday, Dec. 24, 6 p.m. (Univision cable) Midnight 

Mass from St. Peter's Basilica (Spanish, live transmission). 

Repeated at midnight. 

Tuesday, Dec. 24, 11:30 p.m. (Telemundo cable) 

Midnight Mass from St. Peter's Basilica (Spanish). 

Wednesday, Dec. 25, midnight (ACTS cable) Midnight 

Mass from St. Peter's Basilica 
dnesday, Dec. 25, mid: 

from St. Peter's Basilica. 
sday, Dec. 25, 8:30 a.m. (Univision cable) ““Urbiet 

  
ight (NBC) Midnight Mass 

Orbi’’ message and papal blessing, ( ). 

Wednesday, . 25, 9 a.m. cable) ‘“Urbi et 

Orbi’’ message and blessing. Repeated papal at 8 p.m. 

ee 25, 9 a.m. (Telemundo cable) “Urdiet 
Orbi’” blessing (Spanish). 

Wednesday, Dec. +5, 10 a.m. GSN cable) ‘“Urbi et 

Orbi’’ message and papal blessing. 4 

Wednesday, Dec. 25, noon (EWIN cable) Christmas Day 

Mass from the Basilica of the Immaculate 5 

Washington, with Cardinal James A. Hickey as it. 

Repeated at 10 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 26, 1 a.m. (EWTN cable) ‘“Urbi et Orbi”’ 

message and papal blessing. 
(Check local listings to veniy program dates and times.) 
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QUESTION CORNER 

Jesus was given a number of titles 
This name held a key place in the earliest teachings of | The reversal of those names also appears a couple of 

by Fr. John Dietzen | the church. In the Acts of the Apostles, the message | times, as in Romans 8:1, which states, “There is no 

x — | “Jesus is the Messiah,’’ the Christ, seems to have been | condemnation now for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

My question is about Jesus. We usually refer to him as) the core of the preaching of the apostles themselves (Acts | By far the most frequent designation for our Lord in 

Jesus Christ, but I've read some spiritual books that | 3:20, 8:5, 9:22 and several other passages) | the New Testament, however, which appears dozens of 

calf him Christ Jesus, or even other forms of Jesus. 
| times, is simply the name Christ. 

Why are these different names 

used? (Texas) 

A Your question is a very appropriate 
one for the Christmas season. 

First, let’s look at those two names 

themselves. 
The name Jesus is one form of | 

several similar Hebrew names (Joshua, 

Yeshua, etc.), all. of which loosely | 
mean ‘’Yahweh (God) is Savior,"’ or 

the ‘Salvation of Yahweh.” 
Luke tells us that this is the name given our Savior at the 

annunciation to Mary. It is also the name told to Joseph: 

“You are to name him Jesus because he will save his people 

from their sins’’ (Matthew 1:21). 

The name Christ is rot a last name in our sense of this 

| 

| 

| The ttle was also a great favorite of St. Paul. 
| Our word “christening” is still used occasionally for | The use of this title as a proper name for Jesus became 

baptism, since anointing With oil is included as a part of | common very early after the resurrection. 

| that sacramental ceremony | All of these are still perfectly proper, though the form 

We find all combinations of those names in the New “Jesus Christ’ is found most often in more formal literary 

Testament. Jesus is there, of course, though our Lord is | liturgical works. 

referred to by that name alone very few times. _(Questions for this column should be sent to Father John 

Jesus Christ occurs several times, though the English | Dietzen, Holy Trinity Parish, 704 N. Main St., Bloomington, 

often quite correctly renders the second word as an | ML, 61701.) 

adjective, ‘Jesus the Christ.’’ 
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BYZANTINE CATHOLIC 

PRIEST NEEDED 

PHILLIP STEWART hy nl iis a 

  

word. It is rather the English (as well as the Latin and 

Greek) equivalent of the Hebrew word ‘‘messiah,”” which 

    
® the anointed one, the expected one who would be 

5 

mean the are Cod a5 the king and the Lord who Attorney at Law cat: 317-894-0106 

would save his people: We'll FIGHT to get what you deserve! St. Athanasius Byzantine 

ALK 
800-333-4344 

10065 East 25th Street 

FAMILY TAL 
AOD Et 258 St 

— CALL TODAY FOR A FREE = indianapolis, Indiana 46229 _ | 
      
  
  Christmas changes us 

as persons, as family 
     

   James and Mary Kenny     
Christmas is a celebration of love, of giving and caring, | 

a reminder in a me-first world that our fulfillment as 

human beings lies in our loving relationships with others. 

| 
“This year I’m remembering my parish in a special 

One friend said it well: “I like myself when I’m loving 

way. I’m adding to our parish endowment. Vm 

giving the gift in the memory of my father. It pleases 

me to know that my gift becomes part of the 

endowment providing annual income to support 

the parish as long as it exists.”” 
someone.”” 

‘Christmas is a feast of family, to celebrate caring and 

ting fathers, birthing and nurturing mothers, 

shborn and helpless but hope-filled infants. 
For Christmas, above all, honors the family as the 

ultimate and intimate cell of personal relationships. 

Home is the place where you belong, the place you 

can always return to when all else goes bad. As the old 

saying goes, ‘‘Home is where the heart is.” 

Christmas is a feast of risk. What a risk our creator 
tcok by inviting himself into the womb of an im- 
poverished, homeless teen-age Jewish girl. 

What grace to take such a change, to set, for the moment, 
infinity aside and to risk all for the love of his creatures. 

All love involves risk, the risk that love will not be 
returned, the risk that our heart will be broken. 

Any amount can be added to an endowment. If 

no endowment exists for your parish, school or 

favorite Catholic agency, you can establish one. 

The Catholic Community Foundation, Inc. (CCF) 

currently includes endowments to benefit the 

following: 

Archdiocesan Total Catholic Education St. Louis Parish Cemetery — Batesville 

Archdiocesan Undesignated — indianapolis St. Louis Parish — Batesville 

. 6 . . Louis School — Batesville 

ristma: Ch st S18 a feast of ft family BMW Constructors Philanthropic Fund St. Mark School — Indianapolis 

\ 

and a celebration o; | mabe 
f | Cree St. Martin Church-Cemetery — Guilford 

| 

    
Baker Philanthropic Fund — Indianapolis Si 

Catholic Cemeteries — New Albany 

Catholic Charities ‘ 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis St. Mary’s Cemetery — North Vernon 

Catholic Social Services St. Mary’s Church — Greensburg 

love, giving and carin, 
inl ds love, g1Ut jg ana can Si ie 

St. Mary’s Cemetery — Lanesville 

All earthly love ends in a tragedy of some sort. We 

know that in advance. Yet not to love, as C.S. Lewis 
reminds us, is a definition of hell. 

Christmas is a feast of helplessness and a time to 

celebrate and almost flaunt our vulnerability as finite 

beings. The almighty creator put himself in a position 

where he not only needed others, he depended on others 

for life and for care. 
In his vulnerability as a helpless newborn babe, with 

no home or financial security, he taught us that the way 

to reach and relate to one another is through our common | 

human needs. | 

His vulnerability is what makes the God-child so | 
attractive. Imagine, he needs us. How much easier it 

should be for us to recognize that we need one another. | 

Why, then, must we hide behind masks of wealth and | Loebig Testamentary Trust 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis St. Mary’s Parish Cemetery — Greensburg 

Fatima Retreat House — Indianapolis St. Mary’s Parish School — Greensburg 

Holy Angels Education — Indianapolis St. Mary’s School — New Albany 

Holy Cross Parish — Indianapolis St. Mary’s School — North Vernon 

. Michael School — Brookville 

St. 

St. Rita School — Indianapolis 

Rita, Molloy Memorial Fund 
Indianapolis 

Holy Name Total Catholic Education Si 

Beech Grove Peter’s Cemetery — Corydi 

Holy Trinity Church — Indianapolis yee ened oe   competence and fame, when it is our flaws and our ii) ; St. 

littleness that draw us together? New Albany Deanery 

Our material achievements distance us. Queen of Heaven Cemetery — Jeffersonu alle 
| | : : é 

Let us resolve to be more humble, more open in | oe | St. Simon Catholic Community 

sharing our hurts, our defects, our selves. Let us | Ruskin Kitterman | Indianapoli 

remember that we are al! finite and needy, and in our | (Cemeteries MPB & ST.M.) — Corydon | A 

vulnerability we are lovable 
St. Vi au! S Bed} 

) 
S Per . Pp. | St. Vincent de Pau! School — ford 

‘As we give our Christmas gifts this year, let us SS Peter & Paul — Indianapolis | ie 

remember, as stated in the beautiful words of the poet St sy PASH | 

james Russell Lowell in “The Vision of Sir Launfal,’’ to St. Andrew Parish — Richmond | FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ESTABLISHING AN 

give ourselves as well St. Anne Cemetery — Oldenburg ENDOWMENT OR ADDING TO AN EXISTING ONE, 
PLEASE CONTACT:   

Not what we give, but what we share. 
For the gift without the giver is bare St. Augustine Church — Jeffersonville Robert J. Giczewski 

  

   

Who gives himself with his alms feeds three, St. Gabriel’s Church — Connersville 

Himself, his hungering neighbor, and me : Executive Director 

(Questions on family d ch are to be answered in St. John Parish — Indianapolts * Catholic Community Foundation, Inc.     
   print are invited. Addr 

Harrison, Rensselaer, IN 47978 
1991 by Catholic News Service 

    219 W St. Joseph Cemetery — Corydon 236-1425 or 1-800-382-9836           
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he Active Lint 
  

The Criterion welcomes announcements of parish and church 
related activities for The Active List. Please keep them brief, listing 
event, sponsor, date, time and location. No announcements will be 
taken by telephone. No pictures, please. Notices must be in our offices 
by 10.a.m. Monday the week of publication. Hand deliver or mail to: 

The Criterion, The Active List, 1400 N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 

1717, Indianapolis, Ind., 46206. 

December 20 | 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal of 
Central Indiana will hold a 
City-Wide Prayer Meeting at 7:30 | 

chapel, 1530 Union St, Francis- 
can Rosary recited 2:30 p.m 
during Manan Devotions. Busi- 
ness meeting and refreshments 
follow 

  

.m. at the Catholic Center, 1400 | 
J. Meridian St. Teaching, heal: : 

ing prayers 
Christmas Concert XXX will be 

December 21 performed at 3 p.m. and again at 
6:30 p.m. in Holy Name Church, 

Catholic Alumni Club (CAC) will Beech Grove. Call 317-784-5454. 
visit Conner Praine for Candle- | 
light Walk. Meet at 9049 Autumn | 
Woods Dr. Apt. 2B at 6 p.m. Call = 
317-842-0855 tor details. ‘Come Home for Christmas’” 

| will be held from 1-5 p.m. at St 
| Joan of Arc Parish, 42nd and 

Pro-Lifers will pray the rosary at | Central. Reconciliation, consult- 
9:30 a.m. in front of the Clinic for | ations on marriage and church in 
Women, 2951 E. 38th St | three languages 

December 22 
Secular Franciscans will meet at | 
3 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish 

  

wk 

Separated, Divorced and Re- 
married Catholics (SDRC) will 

    
  

You are 

cordially invited to 
a reunion! 

wuo: The St. Joseph Catholic School 
in Shelbyville, Indiana 
is welcoming all 
graduates and attendecs. 

DATE: January 26, 1992 

TIME: 2:00 p.m. 

WHERE: St. Joseph School Cafeteria 
127 East Broadway 
Shelbyville, Indiana 46176 

RSVP: (317) 392-4557 
Ginny (Hall) Bogemann 

(317) 392-6108 

Judy (Stadmiller) Barbee 

(317) 398-4202 
School Office     

co-host a Christmas Dance for | 
Singles at Lauderdales, Keystone 
at the Crossing. Call 317-846- | 
6500. 

The Organ Concert Senes con- | 
cludes at 4 p.m. at St. John | 
Church, 126 W. Georgia St. | 
Free-will offering taken 

tears | 

Sign Masses for the Deaf are | 
celebrated each Sun. in the follow- | 
ing churches: St. Thomas, Fort- | 
ville, 8 a.m.; St. Barnabas, 8300 | 
Rahke Rd., 8:45 a.m.; St. Joan of | 
Arc, 42nd and Central, 10:30 a.m.; | 
Holy Spirit, 7243 E. 10th St., 10:30 
a.m.; and St. Matthew, 4100 E. 

| 56th St., 11:30 a.m. 

Marian Devotions are held each 
| Sun. at 2 p.m. in Sacred Heart 
Parish chapel, 1530 Union St. 

rik 

  

| 
A Spanish Language Mass is 
celebrated at 1:15 p.m. each Sun. 
in St. Mary Church, 317 N. New 
Jersey St.     

| Exposition of the Blessed Sacra- 
from 

    

ment is held from 1-6 p.m. each 
Sun. in St. Lawrence Chapel, 

. Shadeland Ave. 
* 

  

St. Lawrence Music Ministry will 
present “A Special Song to Sing’ 

| Christmas music program at 2:30 
| p.m. in the church, 4650 N. 

| Shadeland Ave. Refreshments 
| 
| served.   

b. De 23 
Separated, Divorced and Re 
marned Catholics (SDRC) will 
hold an Old Fashioned Christmas 
Party at 7:30 p.m. in the Catholic 
Center, 1400 N. Meridian St 
Cookie exchange, games. 

December 26 
The Divorce and Beyond re- 
covery program continues at 7 
p.m. at the Catholic Center, 1400 
N. Meridian St 

December 27 
A Beginning Experience Reun 
ion/Holiday Party will be held at 
8 p.m. at the Catholic Center, 
1400 N. Meridian St. Ladies bring 
snack; gentlemen bring 2-liter 
bottle of pop to share. Free-will 
donation taken. 

  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment for quiet prayer and reflec- 
tion is held each Fri, from 7 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mass in St. La- 
wrence Church, 4650 N. Shade- 
land Ave. 

  

A Choral Sing-a-Long will be 
held at 7 p.m. in St. Lawrence 
Church, Lawrenceburg. Vocal or 
instrumental, individuals and 
groups are invited to participate. 

December 28 
Separated, Divorced and Re- 
married Catholics (SDRC) will at- 
tend dinner/movie. Meet at Iron 
Skillet restaurant, W. 30th St. 
and Cold Springs Rd. at 6 p.m. 

ee 

  

Pro-Lifers will pray the rosary at 
9:30 a.m. in front of the Clinic for 
Women, 2951 E. 38th St. 

eiete 
Catholic Alumni Club (CAC) will 
attend 5 p.m. Mass in Sacred   

  

  

Date: December 31, 

St. Gabriel 

Fellowship: 8:30 PM 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal of Central Indiana 

CHARISMATIC MASS AND 
HEALING SERVICE 

(New Year's Eve Mass) 

6000 W. 34th Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46224 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 

No monthly Mass in January — 31 7-571-1200 

1991 ox 

Mass: 10:00 PM   
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Heart Church, 1530 Union St. 
followed by dinner at Shapiro’s, 
808 S. Meridian St. Call Marilyn | Sign Masses for the Deaf are 
317-786-7664 for details. . | celebrated each Sun. in the follow- 

  

ville, 8 a.m.; St. Barnabas, 8300 
Rahke Rd., 8:45 a.m.; St. Joan of 
Arc, 42nd and Central, 10:30 a.m.; 
Holy Spirit, 7243 E. 10th St., 10:30 
a.m.; and St. Matthew, 4100 E 
Seth St., 11:30 a.m. 

December 29 
St. Anthony Parish, 379 N. 

arman Ave. will celebrate the 
solemn closing liturgy of its 
Centennial Celebration at 11.a.m. 

set 

  

wie 

| The choir of Sacred Heart Parish, | Marian Devotions are held each 
1530 Union St. will present “’A | Sun. at 2 p.m. in Sacred 
Christmas Festival’ free cantata | Parish chapel, 1530 Union 
at 11:30 a.m. in church. Coffee | 
and doughnuts at 11 a.m. in hall. 

Flee 
[A CATHOUC ALLIANCE OF (FART, MTERCESSION. REPENTANCE, AND EVAMOELIZATION 

8:00 AM Mass, followed by Fatima devotions and a 
FIRE Chapter Meeting. 

THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME. 

CHARISMATIC 
MASS 

Heart 
St. 

tert 
  

  

FIRST SATURDAY 
EVERY MONTH 

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH 
SUNMAN 

BATESVILLE, INDIANA 
STEREO 104 

Broadcasting the National Catholic radio show “The 

Choices We Face”, hosted by Ralph Martin every 

Sunday, 11:30 AM-Noon.     
  

  

DRUGS: 
It still takes guts 

to say “No!”     
  

  

FATIMA — LOURDES 

visit — Portugal: Fatima (3 days) 

France: Lourdes (3 days) 

Spain: Home of Ignatius Loyola 

Madrid & more! 

extension: March 23-27 

cost: $373 per person based on dbl. occ 

2222 East 3rd Street 

DEADLINE: January 6 
payMENTS: $500 down by January 

SPRING PILGRIMAGE: 

Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of Mary's Apparition at Fatima 

Convent of Theresa of Avila 
Zaragosa: a famous Spanish Marian Shrine 

cost: $ 2 y 1 5 5 PER PERSON BASED ON DBL. OCC., $ 2 y 550 FOR A SGL. OCC. 

pares: March 12-March 22 

extension: Toledo, Granada, Cordoba, Seville, return to Madrid for departure. 

, $552 for a sal. occ 

sponsor: St. Charles Borromeo 
Fr Ron Ashmore, Spiritual Director 
Mr. Jerry Moorman, Tour Coordinator 

Bloomington, indiana 47401 

BALANCE: due by February 6 1992 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: LANA HERSHMAN, DIAMOND TRAVEL, 812-339-5000 

6, 1992     
  

Catholic Communications Center 

presents the 

Televised Mass 
WXIN-59 ~ 

Indianapolis 

Sundays 
6:30 AM 

The Staff of the Catholic Communica- 
tions Center joins the Management and 
Staff of WXIN-59 in wishing all of our 
friends, viewers and patrons a most 
happy Christmas season and many 

| 1 blessings in the new year of 1992. 

Dec. 29, 1991 and Jan. & Feb., 1992 TV Mass Schedule: 

Dete Celebrant Congregation 

Dec. 29 Fr. David Coats Members, SS Peter and Paul Cathedral, Indpis. 

Jan. 5 Fr. Joseph Riedman Members, Our Lady of the Greenwood Parish 

Greenwood 

Jan. 12 Fr. Robert Borchertmeyer Members, Little Flower Parish, Indianapoils 

Jan. 19 Fr. Thomas Schliessmann Members, St. Pius X Parish, Indpis. 

Jan. 26 Fr. Carlton Beever Members, St. Bernadette Parish, Indpis. 

Feb. 2 Fr. Francis Buck Members, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Indpls. 

Feb. 9 Fr. Clifford Vogelsang Members, St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Indpis. 

Feb. 16 Fr. Albert Ajamie Members, St. Thomas Parish, Fortville 

Feb. 23 Fr. Joseph Wade Members, St. Matthew Parish, Indpls.   
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A Spanish Language Mass is 
celebrated at 1:15 p.m. each Sun 
in St. Mary Church, 317 N. New 
Jersey St 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacra 
ment is held from 1-6 p.m. each 
Sun. in St. Lawrence Chapel 
4650 N. Shadeland Ave. 

December 30 
An hour of prayer for peace and 
justice is held each Mon. at 8 
p.m. in St. Rita Church, 1733 
Dr. Andrew J. Brown Ave 
Benediction 9 p.m. 

Separated, 
marred Catholics (SDRC) will 
hold a Pitch-In leftovers dinner at 
7:30 p.m. at the Catholic Center, | 
1400 N. Meridian St. Call 317-236- 
1596. 

December 31 
Catholic Alumni Club (CAC) will 
hold a New Year's Eve Party at 9 
p.m. $2cost; BYOB. Call 317-786- 
4509 by Dec. 29 for reservations 
and information. 

The Young Widowed Group will 
hold a New Year's Eve Party at 8 
p.m. at 7029 Grosvenor Place 
RSVP to 317-577-9764. BYOB and 
snacks 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal of | 
Central Indiana will celebrate 
New Year's Eve Mass at 10 p.m. 
in St Gabriel Church, 6000 W 
Mth St. Refreshments 8 p.m 

January 2 
The Divorce and Beyond re- 
covery Pea continues at 7 

     

Divorced and Re- | 

p.m. in the Catholic Center, 1400 
N. Meridian St 

January 3 
| Exposition of the Blessed Sacra 
ment for quiet prayer and reflec 

| tion is held each Fri. from 7 
| a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mass in St La: | 
wrence Church, 4650 N. Shade: 
land Ave 

| January 4 | 
| Pro-Lifers will pray the rosary at 
| 9:30 a.m. in front of the Clinic for 
| Women, 2951 F. 38th St | 

| Fatima devotions and a FIRE 
chapter meeting follow 8 a.m. Mass 
in St. Nicholas Church, Sunman. 

    

First Saturday devotions to the 
Blessed Mother begin with 7 a.m 
Mass at St. Joan of Arc Church, 
42nd and Central. Rosary, pro- 
cession 

  

The World Apostolate of Fatima | 
(The Blue Army) will hold First 
Saturday Holy Hour devotions at 
2 p.m. in Little Flower Parish 
Center chapel, 13th and Bosart. 

January 5 
A support group for central city | 
families which have a member | 
with severe mental illness will | 

| | 
| 

meet from 35 p.m. at Holy Angels | 
School, 2822 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. St. Call 317-545-9907 

| ¢ 

| Our Lady Quen of Peace Medi- 
tation Prayer Group will gather for | 

| an hour of meditating prayer and 
| Medjugorje spirituality at 6 p.m. in 
| St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Center 

| chapel, 46th and Illinois Sts 

  

ANNUAL WORLD PEACE DAY MESSAGE 

Pope says peace requires 
respect for religious freedom 

by Agostino Bono 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY—Respect for religious freedom and 

greater interreligious cooperation are cornerstones for 
building lasting peace, said Pope John Paul II in his 1992 

World Peace Day message. 
Religions have the responsibility to avoid “fundamental- 

| ism and fanaticism,” which can be used to justify wars, and 
to act impartially in times of conflict to promote values that 
lead to peace, he added 

The message was dated Dec. 8 and published at the 
Vatican Dec. 10. World Peace Day is Jan. 1. The 1992 theme 
is ‘‘Believers United in Building Peace.’ 

The pope's message did not specify nations or current 
conflicts. It comes at a time when growing international 
religious cooperation is being muted by the mixing of 
religious tensions into current troubles in spots such as 
Yugoslavia and the Middle East. 

It also comes after years of Vatican complaints that 
Catholics face legal restrictions in some Muslim countries 
such as Saudi Arabia. 

Interreligious cooperation and ecumenical dialogue 
“seem to be obligatory paths, in order to ensure that the 
many painful wounds inflicted over the course of centuries 
will not be repeated, and indeed that such wounds still 
remaining will soon be healed,’’ said the pope. 

Religions have become “‘an active force’’ in promoting 
| peace, but ‘their activity would have proved more effective 
had it been carried out jointly and in a coordinated manner, ’” 
said the 10-page papal message. 

Today, believers appear more determined to avoid being 
““used oy particular interests for political aims,” it said. They   

also “‘are tending to assume a more conscious and decisive 
attitude in the shaping of social and cultural realit es.”’ 

But “It would be a mistake’’ if religions or groups of 
faithful “were to fall into forms of fundamentalism and 
fanaticism, justifying struggles and conflicts by adducing 
religious motives,” said the pope 

“A religious life, if it is lived authentically, cannot fail to 
bring forth fruits of peace and brotherhood,’’ he said. 

“Rigorous respect for religious freedom, and for the 
corresponding right to it, is the source and foundation of 
peaceful coexistence,’” he added. 

The pope also said political leaders should not exploit 
religion, particularly for military gain during wartime. 

In addition, religions need legal guarantees “‘ensuring 
that their contribution to peace is not rejected, or relegated to 
the private sphere, or ignored altogether,’ he sai id. 

“Peace is not only the result of skillful political and 
diplomatic negotiations or a compromise between economic 
interests,” said the pope. It depends also on a solid 
relationship with God who “‘guides and directs the steps of 
all mankind,” he added. 

The pope noted that 1992 marks the 25th year of papal 
peace day messages and that the period has been marked 
by “‘light and shadows” regarding progress toward a 
stable world peace 

He cited the “substantial setback’ of current conflicts. 
These show “‘how real is the danger that human reason 

can allow itself to be dominated by destructive self-interest or 
inveterate hatred,’’ he said. 

‘At the same time, the progressive rise of new 
democracies has given back hope to entire peoples, inspired 
confidence in more fruitful international dialogue and made 
possible a long-awaited era of peace,’ he said. 

  

——s. Vincent de Paul Society 

SPECIAL APPEAL 
to help pay the cost of 

Holiday Food being distributed 

FREE to the NEEDY 

[EVERY DOLLAR DONATED WILL BE USED FOR FOOD] 

  
  

OFiNStZINeE Cunaral He Hom, In<. 
The oldest Funeral Eeneneont in helene — Founded in 1854 

1001 E. New York Street   “Centrally Located to Serve You’ 
i indianapolis, IN 46201 (317) 632-5374 

  

  

“Tf you 

  

  

%e Ae 
Ps peo? Funds are made available to any parish 

in the Archdiocese having a need. 

O$5 ($10 $25 $50 [1$100 [i My Food 
Donation is 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Gregory Says... 

I’ve gotta count ’em’ 
don’t buy em 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
P.O. Box 19133 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46219 

Your Donation is a 
Charitable Contribution for Tax Purposes 
  

  

     RSVP 
| Sr. Marie Edward, O P. 
| Vocation Directress 
| Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne 
600 Linda Avenue 

| Hawthorne, NY 10532 
| (914) 769-4794 

Dear Sr. Edward 
| —Please contact me with addi 

tional information about plan- 
‘ | ping a visit to your Community 

2 sion | would tke to know more 
about your Community 

HARE A GREAT = | ADDRESS. 

| 

| 
L 

COMPASSION 
The Dominican Sisters Of Hawthorne. 

We nurse incurable cancer patients in our seven free, modern nursing homes, 

located in New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Massachusetts, Georgia and 
Minnesota. Many who enter our community have no prior nursing experiences, 

but we all share a great compassion for the suffering poor and delight at 

being abie to help them. 

We seek women who are full of love for Christ, and desire to join a 
congregation with a strong spiritual and community life. 

        
  

      

        
“twill obey God anywhere, at any time, with courage!" 

Rose Hawthorne, Foundress. 

  

  
Christmas Closeout /Pre-Inventory 

SA LE DECEMBER 26-? 
  STABLES and CRECHES CHRISTMAS 

Fis ose) Come and 50% OFF 

a eee. ae 
one” ihe Bargains! «poe 

eas 
RELIGIOUS GOODS AND BOOKS 

BETH KUCZKOWSKI & CATHY PAPESH HOURS: 
Mon, Tues., Wed. — 10 AM to 5:30 PM 

Thurs., Fri. — 10 AM to 6:30 PM 
Sat. — 10 AM to 5 PM 

— PLENTY OF FREE PARKING — 

Proprietors 

722 E. € th St. « Indianapolis, IN 46220 
(317) 253-9552     
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f. News/ Views 
  

Teen treasures special 

Christmas Eve memory 

  

by Megan O'Bryan 

Christmas Eve is alwa the most 

magical night of the year for me 

All of the stress, hype, and prc 
of the season disappears, and I ca 
true beauty of Christmas 

E with my on that 

awesome night when Christ was born 

always brings me the warmest feeling of 
love all year 

On Christmas Eve, my family always 

would go to Grandpa's house for dinner 
After the usual feast, we gathered 

around the tree for the annual gift 

exchange. Grandpa passed out the gifts to 

his grandchildren 
My best Christmas ever was two years 

ago when | was a sophomore at Cathe- 
dral High School 

It was Grandpa’s last Christmas, and for 

some reason I think he knew it was his last 

ganda 
see the 

  

  

  

relatives 

   

Slow down the 
by Tom Lennon 

Catholic News Service 

Rush, rush, rush! 

Write that book report! Cet to the teen 

club meeting! Iron those blouses! Go to the 
basketball game! Call your boyfriend! 
Finish your Christmas shopping! Hurry to 

your part-time job! Study for the exam! 
Is your life a fast-moving treadmill that 

never seems to slow down? Does it seem like 

you don’t have time to catch your breath? 

Then you might want to pause and look 

at, of all things, one of the laws of your 

church. Consider this as the church of 

Christ trying to come to your rescue. 

Here are the exact words found in the 

Code of Canon Law: “On Sundays and 

other holy days of obligation the faithful are 

bound to participate in the Mass; they are 

also to abstain from those labors and 

le had been sick and did not always 

the strength to stay up late, but that 
he was in high spirits 

can remember him handing out gifts 
to each grandchild. My youngest cousins, 
anxious to receive their gifts and to watch 
others open theirs, begged him to hurry 
the process along, 

| just sat and watched him look at each 

child as they came to receive their gift as if 
it was his last look 

I was overcome with emotion, and 
tears slid down my cheeks as I watched 

him. As if he sensed me, he looked up at 
me and winkea 

He died a month later, and to this day 
when I think of my grandpa he is 
winking at me. 

Just as I will always remember my 
grandpa for the terrific man that he was, | 
will cherish this moment forever. 

(Megan Q’Bryan attends Cathedral High 
School in Indianapolis.) 

  

   

pace of your life 
business concerns which impede the 

worship to be rendered to God, the joy 

which is proper to the Lord’s Day or the 
roper relaxation of mind and body” 

(Canon 1247). 
These words are like the echo of a 

popular song of the 1960s that urged one 

and all to “Slow down, you move too 

fast!’” Both teens and adults tend to rush, 

rush, rush. 
All of us need to slow down occasional- 

ly, and the church asks us to do so on 

Sundays insofar as we can. Take 2 break, it 

says. Rest your body and spirit at least 

every seventh day. Give yourself some 

Sunday R and R (rest and relaxation). 

‘About a century ago Pope Leo XIII had 

this to say about the Sunday break: “Rest 

from labor is not mere idleness, or an 

occasion for spending money, for excessive 

pleasure; it should be rest from labor 

consecrated by religion.” 

  

All Sizes and Colors 

Outdoor « Carved Wood » Alabaster 

Glass « Nylon « Plaster + Hummel 

Stables and Special Nativity Pieces 
Inexpensive Gift Items 

Gift Certiticates Available 

        

   
    

  

   

Santa with Christ Statues 

Music Boxes and Night Lights 

Religious Christmas Cards 

Krieg 

  

        
    

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri: 9:30-5:30 

Sat.: 9:30-5:00 

PARKING 
SOUTH OF STORE   
LARGEST SELEC’.1ION OF 

NATIVITY SETS IN 

Catholic Supply House, Inc. 

119 S. Meridian St., Indpls., IN 46225 

(2 blocks © uth of Monument Circle) 

638-3416 or 1-800-428-3767 

THE MIDWEST 

vibeos: Fuiton Sheen, Mother Theresa, 

Various Saints, 
Children’s Chistmas and 
Tables of Narnia 

   
Large Selection of 

Madonnas 

Bros. Established 1892 

| 
| 
| 

| 

  

  

HOLIDAY VOLUNTEERS—These Indiana) 

for 1,200 needy families on Dec. 15 at   

  

chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry ministry. (Photo by Margaret Nelson) 

poiis-area young people help move pota' 
The inner-city parish houses a   

  
  

Youths want to link faith with life 

  

by Catholic * 'ews Service 

WASHINGTON—A new book distribu- 

ted by a Washington-based group of 

foundations and donors examines young 

people’s attitudes toward Catholicism. 

each Sunday 
But is all this merely idealistic, far 

removed from the practicalities of life? 

What should the proper celebration of 

the Lord’s Day be in the 1990s? What might 

you do to slow down the pace of your life 

on Sunday? How might you use Sunday to 

strengthen family ties? 

Is it all right to do on Sunday an hour's 

worth of work that could have been done at 

another time? What about watching six 

hours of football on Sunday? 
Why do you think Pope Leo XIll seemed 

to frown on ‘‘mere idleness’’? What could 

take the place of idleness? 

What does it mean to rest? 

Nehemiah, a sacred writer, wrote long 

ago, ‘Today is holy to the Lord your God. 

Do not be sad, and do not weep for today 

is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this 

day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your 

strength” (Nehemiah 8:9, 10). 
  

In a recent statement, Foundations and 

Donors Interested in Catholic Activities 
(FADICA) said the book is the ‘edited 

exchange” of persons participating in a 

national symposium on how the church 
might develop stronger links with the next 
generation of Catholics. 

The statement said the 142-page book 
titled ‘Of Faith Service and Values: The 
Church and Youth Involvement,” contains 
personal narratives of eight college-age 
Catholic students who spoke before an 

audience of foundation presidents, bishops 

and youth ministers. 
It quoted one of them, Jeremy Lang- 

ford, an honors student at the University 
of Notre Dame, as saying that to him, 
“the most pressing concerns are unin- 

spiring liturgies, ineffective styles of 

communication and teaching, lack of 

outreach programs and sporadic oppor- 

tunities for (youth) involvement. These 

are things that turn young people away 

from the church.’’ 

The statement said students urged the 

church to help equip young people to better 

link church teachings to daily life and to 

provide more opportunities to learn Chris- 

tian values through volunteer service. 

(The book is available for $9.50 plus 

postage by writing to FADICA at 1350 

| Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 303, Washing- 
| tom, D.C. 20036.) 

  

SAINT RICHARD’S SCHOOL 
Founded 1960 

Offers opportunity for Academic 

excellence to students young kindergarten 

through grade 8 

Personalized & 
sequential instruction 

Accreditation 

Independent School Association 
of the Central States 

Member 
National Association of 
independent Schools 

National Association of 
Episcopai Schools 

Accepting students of any race, 

color, national or ethnic orgin   3243 North Meridian Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 
(317) 926-0425 

    

      

1505 South East Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46225 

632-8488 

1605 South State Road 135 

(Olive Branch Rd. at State Rd. 135) 

Greenwood, Indiana 46143 

787-7211   

G.H.Herrmanr. 
Funeral Homes 

5141 Madison Avenue 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 

787-7211 

OF THE 
GOLDEN 
RULE 
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THSAA revokes Brebeuf’s tournament eligibility 
Brebeuf Preparatory S¢ hool in Indianapolis has received 

notice that Indiana High School Athletic Association 

Commissioner C. Eugene Cato has made a determination 

against Brebeuf in a case of alleged undue influence. The 

THSAA ruling on the alleged recruiting violation prevents 

the Brebeuf Braves from participating in the 1991-92 

post-season basketball tournament 

The announcement was made in a Dec. 11 press release 

issued by Jesuit Brother J. Patrick Sheehy, Brebeuf's 

president; Jesuit Father James Stoeger, the school’s 

principal, and Jon Zwitt, Brebeut’s athletic director 

Brebeuf officials said officials of a neighboring, school 

have accused Brebeuf of inappropriate contact during, the 

second semester of the last school year w ith a student who 

we Row a Brebeuf freshman. As a consequence of this 

decision against the Jesuit college preparatory school, the 

THSAA has excluded Brebeuf from participation in this 

year’s boys’ state basketball tournament 

Brebeuf is very disappointed with the commissioner ¢ 

ruling, school officials noted in the press release Brebeuf 

officials, assisted by non-Brebeuf personnel, conducted a 

thorough investigation of the recruiting allegations and 

concluded that the Jesuit school was not involved in any 

undue influence: 

Brebeuf has presented its case vigorously to the [HSAA, 

school officials said, but IHSAA officials did not agree with 

Brebeuf’s findings. However, Brebeuf officials said they 

remain convinced that Brebeuf personnel follow d IHSAA 

rules in this matter 

When Brebeuf joined the IHSAA, school officials said, 

the Jesuit school agreed to comply with IHSAA rules and to 

abide by the commissioner's decisions in matters like this 

recruiting allegation. They said that is what Brebeuf must do 

and intends to do. 
The IHSAA has an appeal process, they said, however | 

since it is extremely unlikely that the commissioner's | 

decision could be reversed Brebeuf officials have decided 

not to pursue this difficult and costly direction | 

School officials believe that investing further time and | 

effort in this process could easily disrupt Brebeuf’s more 

important education purpose, which includes the total 

academic, spiritual and social growth of each student. They 

said everything, at the Jesuit school must contribute to the 

growth of students as men and women for others 

St. Mary Parish youth group members at Lanesville 

will sponsor the New Albany Deanery’s monthly Youth 
Mass at 6 p.m. on Dec. 29 

Catholic Youth Organization officials will again offer “I 

Want to Live,”’ a peace and justice retreat, on Jan. 17-19 at 

the CYO Youth Center in Indianapolis. 

Retreat activities are designed to teach understanding 

of peace and justice as a Christian way of living, 

recognition of violence in society, affirmation of the 

dignity of life, awareness of world hunger, and 

development of positive visions of the future. 

To register, call the CYO office at 317-632-9311 

  

  

  

A Guide to 

Su erior Dining 
This week treat yourself and your family to the taste of dining 

1 excellence at one of these fine restaurants! 
—_ 

VOTED INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY’S 
#1 PARTY PIZZA!! 

pi Sing Tet G 
PIZZA & PASTA 

roovy 
Gourmet 
and Tasty 
Traditional 
Pizza 

% 4 AWARDED 4 TINES 

iguntnctee 
Dine In 

Or Carry Out 

    
  

FOR AN ELEGANT AFFAIR 

ugarbaker $ 
5 ee 

Catering 

A complete catering service 

For everything in good taste 

contact Indy’s own 

“designing women,”” 

Linda Wilder and 

Donna Cunningham 

  

831-4987 

OPEN TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 

— TWO LOCATIONS — 

86th & DITCH ROAD 82nd & DEAN ROAD 

in Northwiliow Commons in Clearwater Crossing     YEN cutis i   

    

875-9223 842-4028 

CHINESE RESTAURANT 
AUTHENTIC PEKING & SZECHUAN CUISINE 

a Orcas 
our Iccaston 

FAST LUNCH SERVICE 
DINNER, COCKTAILS Early Bird Special 

Full Service 

Seating before 6 PM 
Caterer 

$4 00 OFF Cae oe HO. eX: Anne Kirk 

pet EACH ENTREE 
President 

SUN 

BANQUET FACILITY: UP TO 200 (86th St. Location) 

1300 E. 86th Street 8512 E. Washington St. 
70 Mile East of 1-465 (Next to Nora Bow!) 

Phone: (317) 844-1910 Phone: (317) 899-3270 
Closed Monday 

“Specializing in Serving the Catholic Community” 

BAKERY GOODS & CARRY OUT 

632-ANNA Lockerbie Shoppe 
      

  
  

   
RE 
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t nily € 
GREAT Chri    

Jur Italian Family Cookbook $9.95 

indiana Sales Tax 
50 

ag and Handling a 
Total per Gookbook $12.95 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL 

255-1951 

Ow n Foamaly ¢ . hipt 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO 

Our Italian Cookbook 

6118 N. Crittenden, Indianapolis, IN 46220 
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orrice: 577-0002 428 N. College Ave , Indpls., IN 46202 

  

  

* Bill Cotton’s * 

isherman’s Cove 
FAMILY RESTAURANT 

AT 10TH AND SHADELAND 

Specializing in Our 

Famous Recipe Fish! 
— FULL MENU — 

New Ownership — Newly Redecorated 

Same great Food and Service 

Lower Prices! 

Now Open 7 Days A Week! 

Daily Lunch Specials! 

— — — — 0000 THAY 1-21-02 

. $4 00 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE 
WITH THIS COUPON   

7041 E. 10th St., Indpls., Ind. * 357-8775 
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Children send ‘Letters to God’ | 
CHILDREN’S LETTERS TO GOD, THE NEW COL- 

LECTION, compiled by Stuart Hample and Eric Marshall 
Workman Publishing (New York, 1991) 90 pp., $6.95 

Reviewed by Mary Ann Wyand 

Aside from high-calorie candy, one of the sweetest gift 

ideas around this Christmas is a darling little volume of 

children’s letters 

In their new collection of ‘Children’s Letters to God,”” 

Stuart Hample and Eric Marshall have captured “that part 
of achild’s world reserved for special thoughts and wishes.’’ 

Their introductory remarks note that, ‘‘Some of the 

letters are disarmingly wise, others naive; some 
knowing, some simple; some re 
reverent. Many are weighted with 
lit with smiles, All of them are addressed to God with 

much hope and trust.”” 
It's hard to pick out a favorite letter, since all are 

heart-warmers complete with misspelled words. But each 

are 

    

child’s letter raises important faith issues for readers young, 
and old. Tom Blooms illustrations are equally charming. 

In the .category 

Imponderables,” Charlene asks, “How did you know you 
were God?” Good question 

Also in that grouping of letters, Lucy wonders, ‘Are you 
| really invisible or is that just a trick? Nan wants to know, 

| “Who draws the lines around the countries?” And Jane 
suggests, ‘Instead of letting people die and having to make 

new ones why don’t you just keep the ones you got now?” 

Arnold said he thinks, “It’s O.K. that you made different 

| religions but don’t you get mixed uj sometimes?”’ And 

| Donny wants to know, ‘‘Is Reverend Coe a friend of yours, 
or do you just know him through business?”’ “ 

Sibling rivalry surfaces in Darla’s letter. ‘‘Did you really 
mean do unto others as they do unto you,” she asks, 
“because if you did then I’m going to fix my brother.”” 

In the category ‘‘Fervent Wishes, Suggestions and 

Complaints,” Seymour wonders, ‘‘How come you did all 

| those miracles in the old days and don’t do any now?” 

  

      

  

Rocap, Witchger 
& Threlkeld 

Attorneys at Law 
General Practice; Personal Injury and 
Defense Litigation, Creditors Rights, 

Real Estate, Wills & Trusts, 
Business and Corporate Litigation 

— FREE CONSULTATION — 

Union Federal Bank Building 
45 North Penns: 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

». (317) 689-6281 
FAX: (317) 637-9056 

  

   

Pre-plan your funeral 
It’s a good feeling 

knowing it’s done... 

Call on us. Find out more about our 

INDIANA FUNERAL TRUST FUND — 

a special program to help you pre-plan. 

Summers Funeral Chapels 
3040 N. Capitol Ave. 2515 East 34th St. 

924-5329     

Puzzlements, Dilemmas and Other 

  

  

December 20, 1991 

Denise addresses the possibility of reincarnation with her 
plea, ““If we come back as something please don’t let me be 

Jennifer Horton because I hate her.’ And Peter asks, ‘Please 
send Dennis Clark to a different camp this year.” 

Letters of “Approval, Confidence and Thanks" close the 

book with lots of sweet remarks guaranteed to make readers 
smile and want to read the first book too. 

Placed next to a drawing of a boy riding a bicycle, Dean's 
letter assures God that, ‘“You don’t have to worry about me. 

L always look both ways.” 
Rob tells God, ‘Of all the people who work for you I 

like Peter and John the best.’’ Nora explains, “T don’t ever 

feel alone since I found out about you.” And Mickey says, 
“If you watch in church on Sunday I will show you my 
new shoes.’ 

Children will 
perspective, and 

enjoy reading about God from a youthful 
2d Its will delight in i the innocence and 

wonder of childhood. This little book is definitely a keeper. 
(Wyand is an assistant editor for The Criterion.) 

  

t Rest i 
(The Criterion requests death 

notices from parishes and/or 
individuals. Please submit them 
in writing to our office by 10 a.m. 
Monday the week of publication. 
Always state the date of death. 
Obituaries of archdiocesan 

‘ests, their parents and re- 
iigious sisters serving in our 
archdiocese are listed elsewhere 
in The Criterion. Order priests and 
brothers are included here, un- 
less they are natives of the 
archdiocese or have other con- 

lin, Dec. 15. 
Mother of Cheryl Bay, Martha 
Miller, Francis Hoeger and Lav- 
onda Dinn; grandmother of four. 
+ BIRSINGER, Wilbur J., 83, St. 
Anne, New Castle, Nov. 22 
Father of Joann Shell; brother of 

5 ther of th: 
  

  

“DOLLARS FOR CHURCH OR SCHOOL”       
Conrrbencs 

  

The 

RESIDENTIAL CARE CENTER 
Need to change your residence, but not your lifestyle? 

Come home to The Lodge. 

« Security « 24-hour Supervision 

« Independence « Planned Activities 

FOR MORE INFORMATION MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT OR PLAN TO VISIT SOON... 

White River Lodge 
3710 Kenny Simpson Lane « Bedford, Indiana 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:   

{TT ERNATIONAL, YC. 

  

CONFIDENCE INTERNATIONAL presents 

a fabulous collection of 

SKIN, HAIR and NUTRITION products 

that promote the appearance and feeling of youthfulness. 

In addition, the well being of your community will be 

enhanced. For orders received before January 31, 1992, 

CONFIDENCE INTERNATIONAL will make a 

10% DONATION 

to the church or school of your choice. 

For your FREE CATALOG and details of a 

SPECIAL OFFER — CALL NOW!!! 

Indianapolis 
(317) 782-8907     — 275-7006 — 

  

Outside Indianapolis (TOLL FREE) 1-800-733-8907 

  

“FOR YOURSELF AND OTHERS” 

  

A Special Invitation To Travel With: 

Father Harold L. 

Knueven 

  

Golf on the Scottish Scene 
9 exciting days in Scotland | 

for golf, sight-seeing and shopping. 

May 6-14, 1992 
DEPARTING FROM INDIANAPOLIS. 

$2,349 $2,149 
FOR GOLFERS FOR NON-GOLFERS 

RESPOND TODAY! 

  

SPECIAL PURCHASE 

    
1991 Shadow Convertible 

~ $9,500 
Steal a convertible, and you 

won’t go to jail!! 

— ALSO— 

  

Complete and return this coupon for more information 

Name     
City — 

cur ano mau To: Fr. Harold L. Knueven, St. Augustine Church 

315 E. Chestnut St., P.O. 447. Jeffersonville, IN 47130   
    

Over 100 Voyager Mini Vans in stock, 

priced at BIG DISCOUNTS. 
      

OUR, NMERCAN BUNT CARS CLUDE! FOR AIST $150 YOU CAN PURCHASE 
Seoven hn ence FOR SAFETY FRONT WEL FEWER OF Tne CHASER 
Fiive WADA YEAMTO 000 MLE WAPPOMTY, TF YEANTO G00 ALE WAPVUNTY     

       CHRYSLER 
PLYMOUTH 

Ry eet a EASTGATE 
JUST 500 N SHADELAND - 
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Don; ree. 
+BOEHM, Grace (Lynch), 74, 
Sacred Heart, Jeffersonville, 
Dec. 1. Mother of Janice and 
Kenneth Morrow; sister of 
George Lynch, Delores Hord, 
Patricia Hord and Rita Whit- 
man; grandmother of five. 
+ BROECKER, Renna Lee, 80, 
St. Mary, New Albany, Dec. 12. 
Mother of Georgia L. Davis and       

  

Pam Bezy; sister of Virginia 
Ruble and Clara Hooton; grand: 
mother of eight; great-grand- 
mother of 12. 
+ BURDEN, Jean Marie (Wen- 
dling), 54, St. Malachy, Browns- 

Oct. 22. Wife of Donald; 

mother of Dawn and Jennifer. 

+ FEIX, Oscar Edward, 92, St. 
Paul, Tell City, Nov. 27. Father of 
Thomas L. and Benjamin; 
brother of Emma Mae Parr, 
Elfrieda Hess and Edna Little; 

grandfather of four; great-grand- 
father of five. 

+ FRENCH, Mildred, 68, St 
Augustine, Jeffersonville, Dec 
6. Mother of James R. Hall; sis- 

ter of Louis, James (Bob), and | 
Frances Phillips. 

+FUNK, Mary (Hannon), 83, 
West Lafayette, Ind., Dec. 11 
Mother of Evelyn Friedman, 
Benedictine Sister Mary Mar- 
garet, Carolyn Benner Lonero, 
James B., Edward J. and Kevin | 
B.; grandmother of seven. 
+ GUARINO, Tony, 88, St. Mi- 

chael, Cannelton, Dec. 1. Father of 
Tony J., and Arfene Tucker; brother 

and Linda 
Montanero; grandfather of 13; 
great-grandfather of 22. 

, = A 

Husband of Nancy; ee feb 
Debbie Ge and Lisa Tay- 
lor; son eee brother of 
Edward, Raymond, and 
Catherine Braun; grandfather of 

+ HOLOWACH, Katelyn Marie, 
infant, St. Lawrence, Indi 
anapolis, Dec. 3. Daughter of 
Jeffrey and Mary Colson; grand- 
daughter of Michael and Joan, 
and Darrel and Jeanne Colson. 

+ KAHRE, Daniel Joseph, 15, St. 
s, Indianapolis, Dec. 4. 

n Peace 
M. Smith and Dolores Geiger; 
sister of Rex and Calvin Rippy; 
grandmother of 11; great-grand- 
mother of 14. 

+ KONRAD, Henry, 
sumption, Indianapolis, Dec. 9 
Father of Clara Mae, Rosemary 

J., Thomas E. and George A.; 
brother of Mary Miller and 
Elizabeth Bristow; grandfather of 
20; great-grandfather of 26. 
+ LOOPER, Marsha Ana, 52, St. 
Andrew the Apostle, Indi- 
anapolis, Dec. 6. Wife of Harry; 
mother of Bryan, Scott, Gregory, 
Brenda and Betsy; daughter of 
Marjorie Bell; sister of Ronald, 
Michael and Maurice Bell; grand- 
mother of Shannon, Brandon, 

Torri and Sean. 

+ MAYES, Amelia A., 63, Sacred 
Heart, Jeffersonville, Dec. 1 
Mother of Sherry H. Hurlburt and 
Nancy K. Sumner; sister of Bennie 

x Of seven; 

+ REIDY, Thomas Joseph, 75, St 
Philip Neri, Indianapolis, Dec. 9 
Husband of Julie Ann. 
+ REEVES, John Robert, 89, St. 
Lawrence, Indianapolis, Dec. 4 
Husband of Marie (Carson); 
‘brother of Rosemary 
+ SCHARDINE, James, 81, St- 

Lawrence, Lawrenceburg, Dec. 

7. Husband of Edna; father of 

Barbara Higgins and Patsy 
Barringer; brother of Elwood, 
Louis, and Alma Rau; grand- 
father of 10; great-grandfather 
of nine. 

+ SHEEHAN, Leola “Lee,” 73, 
Little Flower, Indianapolis, Dec. 
6. Wife of Timothy J.; mother of 
Karen Lee Seifert and Maureen; 
sister of Leroy (Bud) Bush and 
Gerardine (Gerry) Kottkamp; 
grandmother of four. 
+ STEEB, Marie Helen, 76, St. 
Patrick, Indianapolis, Dec. 7 
Sister of John, Robert, Al, Paul, 
Rosemary Thiel, Pauline Mitchel 
and Josephine. 
+ STUTZENBERGER, Rachel 
w., 89, Sacred Heart, Jefferson- 
ville, Dec. 6. Sister of Mattie C. 
Gray. 

| +TEIVES, Elmer J., 79, St. 
Mary, New Albary, Dec. 9. 
Brother of Robert, Martha 
Sands and Imelda Shea. 

+UHL, Mary Emma, 63, St. 
Anthony of Padua, Clarksville, 
Dec. 6. Mother of Mark E. and 

Kevin J.; sister of Harold and 

Eugene James, and Eleanor Bur- 
ris; grandmother of two. 

Lama, 76, St. 

Bridget, Indianapolis, Dec. 4. 
Wife of Andrew; mother of 
Andrew Jr., and Haze! Ann Hurt; 
sister of Stanley Porter and Ann 
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Bishops OK holy 
by Jerry Filteau 

Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON-—In actions announced Dec. 17, the 

US. bishops narrowly approved the elimination of the Mass 

obligation for U.S. Catholics of the Latin rite on three holy 

days of obligation—Jan. 1, Aug, 15 and Nov. 1—whenever 

those feasts occur on a Saturday or a Monday 

Vatican approval is needed before the change takes 

effect. It affects the holy days in question only when they fall 

back-to-back with Sunday, not when they occur on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday 
In another vote released Dec. 17, the bishops overwhelm- 

ingly approved a statement on Native Americans marking 

the 500th anniversary in 1992 of the arrival of Christianity in 

the New World. It calls for Catholic “solidarity with the 

Native American community” and pledges the bishops to 

work on their behalf on “health, housing, employment, 

education, poverty and other national issues e 

The Native Americans statement, the holy day proposals 

and two other actions—a minor liturgical change and a minor 

procedural change for conducting bishops’ meetings— were 

the subjects of mail balloting following the Nov. 11-14 meeting 

of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops 

All the mail-ballot proposals were discussed and voted 

on by the bishops at the meeting, but absent bishops had to 
be polled afterwards because the votes of those present were 

insufficient to either pass or defeat the proposals. 

Possible changes in the Mass obligation on holy days had 

brought the most extended and spirited discussion of any 

topic on the agenda of the November meeting. 

In a series of separate votes over two days, the bishops 

defeated six proposals concerning observance of holy days 

in the United States and cast inconclusive ballots on two. 

The defeated proposals were to eliminate the obligation 

to attend Mass on Jan. 1, the feast of Mary, Mother of God; 

to eliminate the obligation on Aug. 15, the feast of the 

Assumption; to eliminate the obligation on Nov. 1, the feast 

of All Saints; to transfer observance of Ascension from the 

Thursday 40 days after Easter to the following Sunday; to 

transfer observance of the Assumption to the following 

Sunday; and to transfer observance of All Saints to the first 

Sunday of November. 
Following the defeat of those roposals the bishops 

voted 160-61 in favor of eliminating the obligation on Jan. 1, 

Aug. 15 and Nov. 1 when those days fall on a Saturday. 

‘Then they voted 155-65 in favor of eliminating the obligation 

for those days when they fall on Monday 
Under conference rules, however, a two-thirds approval 

of all bishops eligible to vote—in this case 180 of the 269 
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day changes 
active U.S. bishops of the Latin rite—was required for 

passage. Since neither proposal obtained the 180 “yes” 

votes needed for passage nor the 90 “’no’’ votes needed to 

defeat it, bishops who had not voted were polled by mail 

| after the meeting 
According to the 

on eliminating the 
meaning that 24 of the 
and seven opposed it 

The final tally on eliminating the Monday obligation 

| was 180-71, meaning that 25 of the mail votes were in 

favor, 6 opposed 

If the Holy See approves the bishops’ decisions before 

August, the first feast to be affected would be Aug. 15, 1992, 

which falls on a Saturday. In 1993 Nov. 1 would not be a day 

of obligation because it falls on a Monday. In 1994 both Jan. 

1 (a Saturday) and Aug. 15 (a Monday) would be affected. 

Nationwide removal of the Saturday and Monday 
obligations for three holy days opens the possibility that a 

sinilar proposal will be made at a future meeting to 

eliminate the obligation for Dec. 8, feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, when it falls on a Saturday or a Monday. 

Archbishop William J. Levada of Portland, Ore., had 

lanned to bring up a Saturday-Monday pro sal for 

Jec. 8 during the November meeting if the other 

Saturday-Monday proposals were approved, but he 

deferred when the votes were inconclusive. He said the 

Dec. 17 announcement, the final tally 
Saturday obligation was 184-68, 

mail-in votes favored the change 

bishops of Oregon have adopted a uniform policy for 

Saturday and Monday occurrences of all four feasts, not 

| just the three in the proposals. 

The mail ballot on the statement on Native Americans 

| was considered just a formality, made necessary by the fact 

that the vote at the meeting came up late on the final day, 

when many bishops had already been forced to leave to 

catch planes back home. 

| With two-thirds approval required, the bishops 

| present voted 165-5 in favor of the statement, 

| Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of Cincinnati, NCCB 

| president, told reporters it was a “shoo-in’’ to be approved. 

| With the mail ballots added, the final tally was 255-13. 

| The liturgical change approved by mail needed 180 votes 

| 
| 
| 

  

still 
and 

to have two-thirds approval by Latin-rite bishops. The‘vote 

at the meeting was 170-65 in favor of the change; with mail 

ballots added, it was 195-66. At issue was a slight 

modification in the proclamations ending the readings at 

| Mass, dropping the words ‘This is.’” 

| In place of the phrase “’This is the word of the Lord” after 

| the first two readings, readers will say only ‘The word of 

the Lord.” After the Gospel, the reader will say ‘The 

| Gospel of the Lord.’ As with all liturgical changes, Vatican 

approval is needed before the bishops’ decision takes effect 

The change in procedural rules for bishops’ meetings, 

| which required 191 affirmative votes for the necessary 

two-thirds majority of all active 
Eastern rites) was approved by 

Under the change, a bisho} 
during debate will be restricte: 

| least two-thirds of the bishops present agree to give him 

| more time. The old time limit was 10 minutes. 

bishops (including those of 
a final tally of 201-73. 

speaking from the floor 
to five minutes unless at 
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Evangelization, 
by John Thavis 

Catholic News Service 

  

VATICAN CITY-—After two and a half weeks of speeches 
and debate, the special Synod of Bishops on Europe ended 
with a strong call to evangelize the continent through 

ecumenism were synod focus 
international levels?” he asked. The answer to these 
questions, he said, will depend on the church’s ability to 
spread the ‘‘saving word of Christ’’ in a coherent, united 
way to today’s men and women. 

Underscoring the open-ended nature of this synod was the 
Ppope’s request for a permanent organization to implement the 
conclusions of the meeting. Synod officials said the 

  prayer, personal witness and ec ‘al coop 7 
A declaration issued at the close of the Nov. 28-Dec. 14 

synod hailed the demise of communism, but said the church 
must now overcome obstacles such as religious indifference, 
consumerism and a misperception of freedom 

On the meeting's most controversial issue—tensions 
with Orthodox churches—the statement said Catholic 
bishops left the synod more convinced that evangelization is 
“the common task of all Christians” and that the church's. 
credibility depends on ecumenical cooperation 

But, in the wake of sharp criticism from Orthodox, 
Anglican and Protestant delegates, the synod recognized 
that ‘many things still sadly separate’ Christians. 

Pope John Paul Il, who convoked the synod to map out 
church strategies in the post-communist era, ended it with 
several questions about Europe’s future during a Mass Dec. 
14. He painted a less-than-rosy picture. 

“In this Europe which aspires toward unity there are 
many worries, threats and tensions,” he said. “Will the 
church be able to be a promoter of true peace? Will it be able 

. to the interpersonal and 
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to be app d by the pope, would give Rome a 
more direct voice in European evangelization efforts. 

The synod, attended by about 135 delegates, undertook 
no concrete initiatives at the end of its own deliberations. 
The 13-page declaration, the product of small-group 
discussions and hundreds of sugges dj 
during the week of Dec. 7-14, stuck to very general themes. 

Its most specific comments were on the need for 
cooperation between Catholics and other Christians, as well 
as Jews and Muslims. 

‘It certainly pained us that some Orthodox churches felt 
unable to accept the invitation to our assembly,” it said. Five 
of eight Orthodox churches declined to send representa- 
tives, citing new tensions with local Catholic churches in 
Eastern Europe 

In light of the new difficulties, the synod statement said, 
the church should ask itself whether dialogue with the 
Orthod+< tos always been conducted properly.” In any 
case, it added, the Catholic Church wants to continue the 
dialogue “‘vigorously”’ and in a deeper way. 

The pope, in a speech to the synod . 13, struck a 
similar tone, saying the Orthodox absence was an 
“emptiness” for the synod. But he said reflection on this 
experience may end up serving the cause of unity. 

Three non-Catholics who did attend the synod told 
reporters Dec. 13 they wished their suggestions had been 
taken more seriously. 

“Ihave no doubts that the Catholic Church is committed 
to ecumenism, but most of them (synod members) have 
very little idea of what it means,” said Anglican Bishop 
Mark Santer, moderator of the synod discussion group that 
included the non-Catholics. 

The synod declaration made a point of citing Jewish 
contributions to European culture, reiterating the church’s 
opposition to all forms of anti-Semitism and expressing 
“profound grief’’ at the Holocaust. The church intends to 
work for the blossoming of a “‘new springtime’ of 
Catholic-Jewish relations in the new Europe, it said. 

The document also said increasing migration of people 
from Islamic nations to Europe required clear dialogue with 
Muslims, without a lessening of the church’s ““command- 
ment to preach Christ.’’ 

At the center of the synod’s final statement was the 
question of how to evangelize on a continent that appears 
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| liberated from totalitarianism, but in which “people still 
| think and behave as if there were no God.” 

The heart of the answer, according to the declaration, is 
to preach, ‘‘God loves you. Christ comes for you.’” 

| Evangelization involves the whole church and is best 
| carried out through prayer, participation in the sacraments, 
| religious instruction and the daily witness Christians give, it 

said. The synod said the planned universal catechism will 
help the church’s effort. 

Today's ‘‘new martyrs’ are valuable witnesses, the 
synod statement said—citing the experience of the church 
under East European communism. 

| The was cautious about modern European 
| trends. In the East, it said, even though communism as a 
| system has perished, damaging effects remain in people's 

hearts.” In the West, it cited great political, social, economic 
and technological progress, but noted ‘‘a growing tendency to 
think and act merely for the satisfaction of immediate desires 
and the acquisition of economic security.” 

At the same time, it said freedom and truth are often 
mistakenly opposed in modern European and it is 
particularly difficult for many to accept Christian morality. 

In building the “new Europe,” the document said the 
church must promote human dignity, respect for minorities 
and equality between the weak and the strong. Lay people and 
seminarians should know the church’s social doctrine well—a 
point strongly made in several early synod speeches. 

The s was desi; as an ‘‘exchange of gifts’ 
between spre Aion ts of the East and the oe 
pastorally-organized churches of the West. The final 
declaration said the East European churches had offered 
“the witness of living faith, faithfulness in suffering and 
sadness, and onistancing harmony with the Holy See.” The 
West brings a fuller implementation of the Second Vatican 
Council, which can be shared after “careful examination’’ 
by churches of the East, it said. 
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