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Bishops’ pastoral heads list of 1983 news stories 
by JERRY FILTEAU 

NC News Service 
An NC News year-end 
round-up and analysis 

“We wait for peace, to no avail; for a 
time of healing, but terror comes instead.”” 

Jeremiah’s cry could serve as a 
backdrop for many major concerns in the 
world of religion in 1983. 

It was a year dusing which the Catholic 
Church introduced a new law code and 
sought reconciliation in its holy year and 
synod of bishops, but tensions in the 
church, wars and the dangers of nuclear 
war dominated the 1983 news. 

Topping the list was the U.S, bishops’ 
war and peace pastoral in May, a widely 
hailed milestone in U.S. Catholic history. 

Not only did the pastoral itself make 
national headlines over several months 
with its controversial moral judgments on 
nuclear deterrence, but it served as a 
major impetus to, and yardstick for, 
statements by other U.S. religious groups 
on the subject. Several Catholic bishops’ 
conferences in Western Europe, spurred in 
part by the U.S. statement and in part by 
the imminent deployment of U.S. cruise 
and Pershing II nuclear missiles in Europe, 
also issued long statements or pastoral 
letters on nuclear deterrence. 

APPLYING Catholic moral principles 
on warfare to a thoroughgoing critique of 
U.S, nuclear policy, the U.S. bishops 
rejected virtually any possible use of 
nuclear weapons. They specifically con- 
demned any massive nuclear retaliation 
and any first use of nuclear weapons, 
sharply questioned the meaning or real 
possibility of a so-called “limited” nuclear 
exchange, and urged more intensive efforts 
to halt the nuclear arms race and to reduce 
and eventually eliminate the whole 
stockpile of existing nuclear weapons in the 
world, They did not treat arms control in 
isolation but posed positive solutions for 
constructing world peace as well, including 
the development of international structures 
of authority to assure human rights and 
economic and political justice without 
resort to violence. 

While fresh moral concerns over the 
threat of nuclear annihilation occupied a 
central place in 1983 religious news, 
smaller but actual wars were not far 
behind. 

Central America and Lebanon brought 
headlines throughout the year. Sectarian 
strife continued in Northern Ireland. 
Poland, despite the lifting of martial law, 
remained a focus of East-West tensions. 

POPE JOHN Paul II visited strife-torn 
Central America in March, warning the 
people that ‘‘the blood will continue to run” 

(See BISHOPS’ PASTORAL on page 2) 
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YEAR OF PEACE, LOOK OF WAR—The U.S. bishops’ war and 
peace pastoral letter dominated the news in 1983 but the doument 
was issued in a year which saw the weapons of war used in trouble 

Souvenir items are available 
for sesquicentennial © 

A commemorative calendar and several 
souvenir gift items marking the 

sesquicentennial of the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis are being offered for sale. 

Designed by Franciscan Sister Sandra 
Schweitzer, the calendar features various 
people, places and events of the ar- 
chdiocese as depicted by archdiocesan 
artists. Other commemorative items in- 
clude a coffee mug, beer stein, key ring, 
paper weight, visor, cap, pen, wine set and 
buttons. In addition, a print incorporating 
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral, the Old 
Cathedral in Vincennes (St. Francis 
Xavier), St. Mary of the Knobs and the 

Catholic Center, by K. P. Singh, is also 
being offered 

For price and order information contact 
Benedictine Sister Mary Luke Jones, 

chairperson of the Sesquicentennial Art & 
Environment Committee, 5858 Crittenden 
Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46220, 317-257-9366 or 
317-251-1469. 

General information concerning the 
sesquicentennial can be obtained by calling 
Providence Sister Loretta Schafer, general 
chairperson of the sesquicentennial, at the 
Chancery in the Catholic Center, 317-236- 
1403. 

spots around the world and U.S. missiles deployed in Europe. (N 
sketch by Eric Smith) 
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1 Parish has been closed, 
but some items 

have been preserved 
by SUSAN M. MICINSKI 

Six months have passed since St. 
Franeis de Sales Church closed in In- 
dianapolis, and since then some major 
items from the church have found new 
homes. Mary McGuire, a former 
parishioner, recently shared what has 
become of them. 

The pipe organ, which McGuire stated 
had “excellent tonal quality,” was pur- 
chased by Monsignor Lindenmyer from the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. It will be the first 
pipe organ in that archdiocese. 

“The way I understand,” said McGuire, 
‘there are several Indian missions Mon- 

signor has been supplying with needed 
equipment. He happened to be visiting in 
the area when the closing was announced 
and contacted the Chancery to see if it was 
for sale.” Making the financial transaction 
was relatively simple, but “it took him and 
a few of his friends two weeks to dismantle 
the organ which was then trucked back to 
New Mexico.” 

Divine Word Father Arthur Kelly, 
director of St. Nicholas Youth Center, who 
had been in residence at St. Francis de 
Sales since 1979 until its closing, was 
presented with the chalice in appreciation 
for his service to the parish. “Father Kelly 
helped Father Charles Lahey. the former 

until they establish societies based on 
justice and human dignity, freed of hatred 
and violence. 

In the United States, bishops continued 
to be the most significant religious voice 
urging internal solutions to the conflicts in 
Nicaragua and El Salvador. 

Tensions between the Marxist-oriented 
Sandinista government and the Catholic 
bishops in Nicaragua, highlighted in March 
by a shouting match between the pope and 
pro-government demonstrators, grew 

during the year. In September the bishops 
criticized military draft proposals by the 
government and urged people to be con- 
scientious objectors. 

U.S. military aid to El Salvador was a 
particular source of tension between the 
Reagan administration and a growing 
coalition of U.S. religious groups 
throughout 1983. In December, American 
religious groups observed the third an- 
niversary of the murder of four U.S. 
Catholic missionaries in El Salvador with 
pleas to end U.S. military aid to that 
country. 

The U.S. invasion of Grenada in October 
to reverse a Marxist coup there, though 
widely applauded according to U.S. public 
opinion polls, provoked serious questioning 
by many religious leaders. At their 
November meeting the U.S. bishops were 
told that the invasion raised a number of 
moral questions in light of Catholic just war 
teaching. The National Council of Churches 
also questioned the action. 

ELSEWHERE IN Latin America, the 
military government of Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet in Chile was threatened by social 
unrest and the first outbreak of nationwide 
protests in his 10-year rule. Priests and 
nuns were among those arrested in various 
demonstrations. Pope John Paul and the 
Chilean bishops urged Pinochet to ap- 
proach the dissent through dialogue and 
reform instead of repression. 

The other major hot spot in the world 
besides Central America was Lebanon. 
Pope John Paul II made almost weekly 
appeals for peace in the war-torn country, 

divided chiefly among Islamic and 
Christian factions. Christian church 
leaders began to speak more openly of their 
fears of rising Islamic fundamentalism, 

pastor, with the Masses,’ explained 
McGuire. “When Father Lahey passed 
away, Father Kelly stepped in and had just 
about all the Masses.” 

THE BAPTISTRY, paschal candle and 
large wooden cross used during Lent can 
now be found at St. Simon parish. ‘Father 
Lahey was a former pastor at St. Simon,” 
declared McGuire. In addition, “some 
former St. Francis parishioners, who were 
forced to relocate when the east leg of 
Interstate 70 was built, joined St. Simon, 
although they would often return to their 
former parish. So there has been a link and 
closeness formed between the churches.”” 

The relatively new tabernacle which 
was located on the Blessed Mother side of 
the altar at St. Francis, and installed 
during Father Strange’s pastorate, is now 
in Holy Rosary parish in Indianapolis for 
retention of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The vestments, presidential and side 
chairs, lectern, sacrificial altar, crib and 
statues of Mary and Joseph and Saints 
Anthony and Theresa were purchased by 
Father Charles Robards of Pennville, Ill. 
“Father Charles had stayed at St. Francis 
prior to his ordination,” explained 
McGuire. ‘“‘He always felt close to the 
parish, and upon hearing of its closing 
contacted the Chancery to see if these 

Bishops’ pastoral (from 1) 
the Middle East that was ruled by prin- 
ciples of religious tolerance instead of by 
Islamic laws discriminating against non- 
Moslems. 

Suicide bomb attacks in October against 
French and U.S. peacekeeping forces in 

(See BISHOPS’ PASTORAL on page 9) 

items could be obtained for his parish in 
Illinois.” 

THE LARRY Esslinger family of In- 
dianapolis is the new owner of the Sacred 
Heart statue which previously stood above 
the high altar. They also purchased the 
pump organ. ‘“‘Larry and his wife, Rita, 
were both very active former 
parishioners,” said McGuire. “He headed 
up the St. Patrick’s Day activities, which 
included memorial events for Father 
Lahey, the last few years prior to the 
closing. He also did quite a lot of electrical 
work in the church.” 

The statue of St. Ann with Mary as a 
Child, from the high altar, is now in the 
possession of former parishioners, Chester 
and Alberta Callahan of Indianapolis. 

St. Francis de Sales, another statue 
from the high altar, now belongs to John 
and Theresa Esslinger, parents of Larry 
Esslinger. ‘“‘They are in the process of 
making a shrine in their front yard,”’ stated 
McGuire. ‘‘They’re planning on building a 
rock garden around the statue.” 

The papal and American flags of St. 
Francis have joined the collection of Jim 
Hunter, another former parishioner. ‘Jim 
has quite an extensive flag collection, and I 
am: sure these were two welcome ad- 
ditions,” said McGuire. 

The altar linen cabinet, once storing 
linens now houses art supplies at Chatard 
High School. “Since this cabinet has 
skinny, flat drawers, it lends itself for just 
such a purpose,’’ noted McGuire. 

St. Philip Neri parish in Indianapolis is 
the new home of St. Francis’ former candle 
sticks. 

“And I have the St. Francis de Sales 
portrait which hung in the school hall and 
was displayed in the church for the saint’s 
feast day,” said McGuire, who was also 
active on the board of education, parish 
council and ladies’ club. “‘When Holy Cross 
Brother Douglas Roach, our former ad- 
ministrator asked me if I wanted the 
portrait, I was just thrilled,” she ex- 
claimed, ‘‘especially since Father Lahey 
had such a fondness for it.” 

McGuire explained that Father Lahey 
received the portrait from a young man 
who was staying at the same place Father 
Lahey was while in Milwaukee appealing to 
a foundation. But it is a mystery to her how 
the young man who painted it knew Father 
Lahey was coming at that particular time, 
or that his parish was St. Francis de 

  

Sales—since the two had not previously 
met. 

Presently, the wooden high altar, two 
side altars, Stations of the Cross, com- 
munion rail and pews have not been 
disposed or reassigned. 

And although St. Francis de Sales parish 
exists no more, it is still fondly remem- 
bered by former parishioners. One project 
helping to keep these memories alive is the 
parish yearbook, which recently became 
available from the printer. ‘We originally 
wanted to do a book for our centennial 
celebration,” said McGuire, who was also 

the parish directory coordinator. ‘But 
didn’t end up carrying out those plans when 
Father Lahey took ill.’’ Some time later 
“we decided to go ahead and expand the 
project, before learning of the closing.” 

But according to McGuire, “I feel the 
yearbook doesn’t do the parish justice. We 
just didn’t have the time to do all we 
planned.”’ Even so, she has heard from 
former parishioners now living in New 
Jersey, New York, Arizona and many other 
places, all asking to be sent a copy. There 
still are a few copies left, and those in- 
terested in one should call McGuire at 631- 
2435. 

All things considered, McGuire believes 
most parishioners have made a smooth 
transition into other parishes. ‘It’s not the 
things you do or the place you do them at,” 
she stated. ‘‘It’s the spirit you approach the 
Lord in that counts.” 

New report submitted 
on El Salvador 

WASHINGTON (NC)—A secret report 
on a new investigation of the 1980 murders 
of four American churchwomen in El 
Salvador reportedly has found ‘‘no com- 
pelling evidence’’ that the murders were 
ordered by high Salvadoran officials. The 
secret document, submitted to the State 
Department by retired U.S. Judge Harold 
Tyler, also reportedly found ‘ample 
evidence” that the five ex-Salvadoran 
National Guardsmen being held in the case 
were guilty of the crime and that National 
Guard commanders tried to cover up the 
killings. The director of social concerns for 
the Maryknoll Sisters, which lost two 
members in the killings, said she disagreed 
with the implication that higher-ups were 
not involved. 
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Roman Catholics meet with Disciples of Christ 
-— 

Representatives at international talks 
between the Catholic Church and Disciples 
of Christ have agreed more exploration is 
needed on what it means to be in com- 
munion with each other. 

Representatives from each 
denomination met in Venice, Italy, in 

December to discuss ‘The Church as 
Koinonia (communion) in Christ,” ac- 
cording to a release from Disciples News 
Service in Indianapolis. It was the first 
meeting of a seven-year cycle of 
discussions. 

In the meeting’s “agreed account’— 
expected to be published in 1984 but parts of 
which were released by DNS—the dialogue 
team agreed on the need to find common 
bonds. 

“While Disciples insist on the im- 
portance of the visible unity of the church, 
they believe that they are only part of the 
whole church of God,” the account said. 
“For their part, Roman Catholics also 
recognize that koinonia may be expressed 

outside the visible boundaries of their 
church. 

“Because there never was a formal 
break between the Disciples of Christ and 
the Roman Catholic Church, there may be 

particular possibilities open to us for 
discerning genuine marks of koinonia in 
each other’s communities,” the account 
said 

DNS said other issues in the talks were 
the role of creeds in church unity, the 
relationship of the church to the massive 
suffering in the world today and the church 
as the sign of the world God wills. 

Catholic chairman of the discussions is 
Archbishop Samuel Carter of Kingston, 
Jamaica, who grew up in an Indian Hindu 

family, attended a Disciples of Christ 

church as a child, then became a Catholic 
when his mother converted to Catholicism. 

The Rev. Paul A. Crow Jr. of In- 
dianapolis is the Disciples’ chairman. He is 
chairman of the Disciples Ecumenical 
Consultative Council and the Council of 
Christian Unity of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States 
and Canada. 

The two Disciples councils and the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity are sponsoring the talks. 

Cardinal Marco Ce of Venice praised the 
discussion group for “reflecting on the 
mystery of communion with which the 
Father has drawn his church together in 
Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Among persons presenting papers at the 
first meeting were Dominican Father Jean 
Tillard of Ottawa, a theologian who spoke 
on ‘‘What is the Church of God”; and 
Margaret O’Gara, professor of theology at 
the University of St. Michael’s in Toronto, 
who spoke on “The Church as Sign of the 
World God Wills.” 

The Catholic Church and Disciples of 
Christ completed a five-year cycle of talks 

in 1982. This team’s next meeting will be in 
Nashville, Tenn., in December 1984. 

    AND THE WINNER is . 

  

. —Gerry Faust, head football coach at the | 
University of Notre Dame, draws the name of the grand prize winner in St. | 

= Simon Parish’s Dare to Share program from a bin containing more than | 
91,000 tickets. Above, Faust hands a sealed envelope containing the winner’s | 
name to Steve Hise of St. Simon. After Joe Pickett of WIBC had drawn the | 
other 24 winners, Father Harold Knueven, pastor, opened the envelope and | 
announced that the winner of the $200,000 grand prize was Bobby Johnson of | 
Indianapolis. A total of $500,000 was awarded, with winners from as far away | 
as ee eet acer (Photos by Jim Jachimiak) | 

Parish helps needy with heating bills 
by MARGARET NELSON 

Last year St. Andrew the Apostle 
Church in Indianapolis collected $1,080 to 
help people in the northeast community to 
pay their heating bills. The word “‘loan’’ 
was never mentioned. But $680 of that 
money was returned before the heating 
season ended! Because of the double use of 
these funds, a total of $1,760 was available 
to unemployed parishioners. 

It all started in October, 1982, when the 
pastor, Father James Farrell, spent the 
weekend at Fatima Retreat House as 
retreat master. A priest who had been a 
boyhood friend took his place for the 
weekend Masses and managed to get the 
attention of those in attendance with a little 
anecdote about their pastor at age 10. 

The story centered around a lost quarter 
the guys were looking for one evening. 
Everyone was searching close to where it 
had dropped, but young Jim Farrell was 
looking under the street light. When asked 
why he was looking for it so far away, 
Farrell was quoted as saying, ‘Because the 
light is better over here.” 

Though Father Farrell laughs about the 
story and calls it “apocryphal,” it brought 
an idea to mind for Mary Baker, who has 
been a member of the parish for 32 years. 

Working group recommends 
intercommunion 

LONDON (NC)—An_ international 
Anglican-Lutheran working group has 

recommended intercommunion between 
the two churches as a step toward full 
communion. 

The group, chaired by Anglican Primate 
Edward Scott of Canada and Lutheran 
Archbishop Olof Sundby of Sweden, met in 
December at a Catholic conference center 
near Newbury, England. 

The group identified five issues the 
Anglican and Lutheran churches must 
agree upon before they reach full com- 
munion: authority in the church; the 
Gospel and its implications; justification 
and salvation; the sacraments; and the 
ministry and its ordering. 

“Anglican and Lutheran churches 
should officially encourage the practice of 

mutual eucharistic hospitality—if this is 
not already authorized—where pastoral 
need exists and when ecumenical occasions 
make this appropriate,” the group 
recommended. 

The group’s meeting marked a 

resumption of dialogue at the international 
level. Following substantial agreement 
from 1970-72, subsequent dialogue was 
conducted on a regional basis. 

Mary’s ideas have often helped the parish 
and other worthwhile organizations. 
Through her salvage of rummage sale 
items, she has compounded the value of 
items by offering them to antique dealers. 
And during the 60’s, her neighbors must 
have wondered what was going on when 
parishioners brought carloads of household 
items to help furnish the new St. Maur'’s 
Seminary faculty quarters. 

This time Mary saw possibilities in the 
lost quarter story. She realized that small 
change adds up and that many in the area 
were out of work while fuel bills were going 
sky high. She called the parish staff and 
received the go ahead, then contacted 
friends to do | work and. public” relations — 

releases. An appeal was published in the 
parish newsletter and announcements were 
placed in the bulletin. Bottles and jars were 
placed at all church exits. Even the 
children were adding their candy money to 
help those who were having it rough. And 
Mary was right! Those quarters added up 
to more than $1,000! 

This winter at St. andrew’s, Father 
Jim’s Quarter Fund has already collected 
$200 to help pay heating bills for those who 

can’t afford them. But it had a head start 
from last year. Several of those who 

received assistance last year are doing 

better now. And they were appreciative 
enough to repay the fund so that others 
could be helped! ! 

Ukrainian DP oeese created: 

new archbishop named 
WASHINGTON (NC)—Pope John Paul 

II created a new Ukrainian diocese in the 
United States on Dec. 20 and named a new 
archbishop for Dubuque, Iowa. 

He named Auxiliary Bishop Robert M. 
Moskal of the Ukrainian Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia to head the new Ukrainian 
Diocese of St. Josaphat, which will have its 
headquarters in Parma, Ohio. 

He named Bishop Daniel W. Kucera of 
Salina, Kan., to head the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque, succeeding Archbishop James J. 
Byrne, who retired last August. 

The appointments were announced in 
Washington by Archbishop Pio Laghi, 
apostolic delegate in the United States. 
Archbishop-designate Kucera, 60, is a 

Benedictine monk and former abbot of St. 
Procopius Abbey in Lisle, Ill. Along with 
Benedictine Archbishop Rembert 
Weakland of Milwaukee and Dominican 
Archbishop Thomas Kelly of Louisville, 
Ky., he becomes the third member of a 
monastic order to head a U.S. archdiocese. 

Committee notes violations in El Salvador 
UNITED NATIONS (NC)—A_ U.N. 

committee expressed concern over ‘grave 
human rights violations” in El Salvador. A 
committee resolution criticized the bom- 
bardment of urban areas by government 
forces, the abuse of persons in internment 
camps, guerrilla attacks on the country’s 

economic infrastructure, disappearances, 

and murders by anti-guerrilla death squads 
acting with impunty. The Social, 
Humanitarian and Cultural Committee 
resolution called on the Salvadoran 
government and its opponents to intensify 
efforts to reach a political settlement. 

The new Diocese of St. Josaphat is the 
fourth Ukrainian diocese in the United 
States, along with the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia and the dioceses of Stamford, 
Conn., and St. Nicholas (Chicago). 
Drawing territory from Philadelphia and 
St. Nicholas, the new diocese will cover 10 
full states—Ohio, West Virginia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida, and North and South Carolina— 
plus the western part of Pennsylvania. 

There are about 250,000 Ukrainian 
Catholics in the United States. They are 

served by 256 priests in some 200 parishes. 

Holiday schedule 
Offices at the Catholic Center will 

| be closed during the holidays ac- 
cording to the following schedule. 
There will be no essential services 
provided on Friday, Dec. 23, Monday, 
Dec. 26, Friday, Dec. 30, and Monday, 
January 2, 1984, Print services will be | 
closed on Tuesday, Dec. 27 as well. 

The Criterion does not publish an | 
issue the last Friday of the year. | 
Criterion offices are closed until 
Wednesday, Dec. 28. | 

For more information on any 
services offered by any offices during 
the holidays, contact the individual 

| office. 
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Chartrand’s preaching 

focused on sin 

and evil in the world 
by JAMES J. DIVITA 
(Fourth in a series) 

In later years, when Bishop Chartrand 

mounted the great marble pulpit of his 

Cathedral, they came and they listened. 

Although he preached on grace and the 

supernatural, he is best remembered for his 

denunciation of sin and the evils of the world. 

“Ruthless” was the adjective most repeated 

in descriptions of these attacks. He loved 

Forty Hours services at the Cathedral; his 

20-minute Wednesday evening sermons dur- 

ing Lent drew people from all over Indiana- 

polis. His concluding point was always a 

zinger. “What would this earth be without the 

Catholic Church? You will have the answer 

if you tell me—what would heaven be without 

God?” Significantly, he viewed evil as a 

threat to the individual and not society itself. 

Although the world offered temptation, the 

response of the individual was the bishop’s 

chief concern. Consequently, the bishop 

seldom employed his oratorical abilities out- 

side the church or at non-religious events. 

Nor do we find any evidence of the bishop’s 

reacting to specific public issues like the anti- 

Catholie prejudices and the institutional 

violence which accompanied the 

phenomenon of the Ku Klux Klan in Indiana 

during the 1920s. 

‘The bishop of Indianapolis, a churchman 

in the true sense of the word, had parti- 

cularly high regard for the priesthood. “The 

Priesthood of the Catholic Church is of divine 

origin” are the unequivocal opening words 

of his Easter pastoral letter in 1926. He 

sought to befriend each of his priests, a goal 

relatively easy to accomplish because, as a 

priest of the diocese, he had studied and 

worked with many of them. He seldom 

missed preaching at the funerals of priests. 

His theme was consoling and hopeful, for a 

priest, he liked to say, was “another Christ” 

and could not escape Heaven. He encouraged 

pastors to take full parish responsibility. 

Therefore, he ordinarily followed a policy of 

non-interference at the parish level and was 

not receptive to lay criticism of the clergy. 

In the age of Catholic Action he disliked the 

formation of diocesan-wide lay organiza- 

tions, for he was unsure of their relation to 

the institutional Church. Yet he once con- 

cluded a confirmation talk: “The most 

powerful preacher is not the Bishop nor the 

priest but the Catholic layman who preaches 

a continued sermon by the exemplary life he 

leads.” 

IN THE SAME pastoral letter cited 

above, Bishop Chartrand pointed out that 

“God, in wisdom and mercy, chose not 

angels, but men, to serve as His ministers 

of grace and reconciliation, and to dispense 

the heavenly mysteries...’’ Among his 

clergy he was truly beloved, even if he had 

favorites. Some pastors closely imitated his 

style, including his lack of concern about 

WASDINGTON NEWSLETTER 

Bernardin links 

diverse political issues 
by JIM LACKEY 

WASHINGTON (NC)—A significant 
new chapter in the history of the church’s 
participation in issues of public policy may 

have been opened by Cardinal Joseph L. 

Bernardin of Chicago when he called 
recently for a “con- 
sistent ethic of life” 
cutting across 

numerous political 
issues in U.S. society. 

Cardinal Bernardin 
used a Dec. 6 lecture he 
had been invited to give 
at Jesuit-run Fordham 
University in New York 
to argue that the E 
church has both the 
responsibility and the 
opportunity to link such diverse issues as 

abortion, nuclear war, capital punishment 

and foreign policy in a comprehensive pro- 

life program. 
Cardinal Bernardin’s speech obviously 

wasn’t the first time that church officials 

have seen respect for human life as a 

consistent thread tying together the 
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church’s position on issues like abortion or 

government programs for the needy. It has 

been expressed many times in the catch 

phrase that the church supports life “from 

womb to tomb.” 

But Cardinal Bernardin, whose 

leadership in the development of the U.S. 

bishops’ war and peace pastoral helped 

make him perhaps the best known and 

most respected member of the American 

hierarchy today, expanded to an unusual 

degree on the link he sees between the 

issues and on how the church can work to 

present that link to the American public. 

HE ALSO used the speech to assert 

flatly that as the new chairman of the 

bishops’ Committee for Pro-Life Ac- 

tivities—which traditionally but unfairly 

has been characterized as concerned 

almost exclusively with the single issue of 

abortion—he was “committed to shaping a 

position of linkage among the life issues.” 
The approval by the bishops last May of 

their new war and peace pastoral helped 

create the opportunity the church now has 

to build a consistent ethic of life, Cardinal 

Bernardin said. One result of the pastoral, 

he said, was to bring a Catholic moral 

vision to a specific public policy issue, 

something the bishops ‘now have the 

potential for doing in other areas. 
While U.S. citizens are “radically 

pluralistic” in moral and. religious views, 

he added, an articulation of a Catholic 
religious conviction can lead, as it did in the 
war and peace pastoral, to ‘support from 
individuals and groups who do not share 

our Catholic faith but who have found our 

moral analysis compelling.” 

Another reason the bishops have the 

opportunity and responsibility for 

developing a consistent ethic of life is what 
Cardinal Bernardin called a ‘“‘perceptible 
shift of emphasis” in the past 30 years in 
church teaching and pastoral practice 

toward life itself. 

WHILE THE church has not yet ac- 
      

finances, while others profited from his 

generosity. He liked to tease his friends and 

priestly companions. Some believed that he 

would choose certain clerics to accompany 

him on long auto trips—like down to St. 

Meinrad—because they were especially 

jovial or good straight men. He punctuated 

his intimate conversations with the exag- 

gerated use’of the adjective “holy.” Those 

receiving major orders were his “holy 

deacons” and he referred to his car as his 

“holy chariot.” His episcopate was a clerical 

golden age: the number of religious and 

diocesan priests increased from 246 in 1918 

to 345 in 1933. The ordinary even released a 

few for the missions every year. 

Unquestionably the bishop enjoyed life. 

“Besides being talented and a good student,” 

a St. Meinrad memoir of him pointed out, 

“he was at the same time good-natured, fun- 

loving, and could play an innocent prank 

when the opportunity presented itself.” He 

remained that way even when bishop. Once 

he caught a cat which had strayed into the 

Cathedral and carried it into his confes- 

sional. Now the bishop never had a curtain 

separating him from the penitent, only 

wooden latticework. So imagine the shock 

_ when the window slid open and the next sin- 

ner was greeted by a cat eyeballing him! 

Eyewitnesses report that the bishop was not 

above using a leaky trick water glass on un- 

suspecting dinner guests—even if they were 

members of the hierarchy. 

BISHOP CHARTRAND knew who he 

was: his confident bearing betrayed his posi- 

tion. The rector of the St. Louis Cathedral, 

responding to an invitation to his 1910 con- 

secration, wrote: “Say to him I always knew 

from my first acquaintance that he would be 

a bishop.” Yet if younger clergy thoughtless- 

ly pressured him to change his mind he 

would loudly announce: “‘I arij the bishop of 

this diocese.” He disliked his public reputa- 

tion for sanctity. Once he asked a young 

cepted the view of some that life may never 

be taken, Cardinal Bernardin said, in the 

past three decades the church has 

strengthened the presumption against 

taking human life and made even more 

restrictive the exceptions when life may be 

taken, such as in self-defense. 

This helps explain, he added, recent 

pleas by bishops and popes who, while not 

denying the classical right of the state to 

employ capital punishment, have urged 

that methods more humane than the death 

penalty be used to defend society against 

criminal acts. 

Cardinal Bernardin said consistency in 

promoting an ethic of life also demands a 

linkage between abortion and aid to the 

poor, between arms control and foreign 

policy. 

“It is this linkage which has led the U.S. 

bishops not only to oppose the drive of the 

nuclear arms race but to stand against the 

dynamic of a Central American policy 

which relies predominantly on the threat 

Pope stresses 

to Central 
by JOHN THAVIS 

VATICAN CITY (NC)—In talks to two 

new ambassadors to the Holy See, Pope 

John Paul II underlined the church’s 

commitment to peace and justice in 

Central America. 

Accepting the credentials of Honduran 
Ambassador Oscar Acosta on Dec. 16, the 
pope said it was impossible to think of 
Christ's peace without thinking of social 
peace. 

He said Honduran Christians should 

work to promote a more just society, work 

against hunger and suffering, and help 
prisoners and people on the margins of 
society. 

He said the church had a special duty to 

defend ethnic and social minorities ‘‘who 

run the risk of being annihilated by 

interests that do not always respect the 

rights of the individual and his culture.” 

In a speech Dec. 17 to Guatemalan 

Ambassador Jose Alejandro Deutschmann 

Miron, the pope urged the restoration of 

  

    

Cathedral assistant, “What is a martyr?” 

“Someone who gives his life for the faith” 

was the reply. “Wrong!” said the bishop. “A 

martyr is someone who lives with a saint.” 

Other times he would recite this little rhyme: 

To live with the saints in heaven 

is to live in eternal glory; 
To live with the saints on earth 

is quite another story. 

Bishop Chartrand combined charisma 

with humor. Every time he rode past the new 

Scottish Rite Cathedral on Meridian Street 

and admired its “Catholic” architecture he 

would quip: ‘They stole that from us. We'll 

get it back some day.” 

Pastors knew that he could take a 

joke—as long as they respected his episcopal 

dignity. Once in a country parish a pastor in- 

structed his choir to sing the traditional 

greeting, “Ecce sacerdos magnus” (Behold 

the great priest), and to respond at the time 

of the episcopal blessing with “qui fecit 

caelum et terram” (who made heaven and 

earth). However, when the bishop entered 

the church, the choristers remained silent 

and the bishop, thinking they needed pro- 

mpting, solemnly intoned “Behold the great 

priest” to which the choir inexplicably 

responded ‘“‘who made heaven and earth.” 

“Even a bishop can’t do that,’ he com- 

mented to the pastor after the service. “You 

could if you put your mind to it” was the 

pastor’s retort. 
Another time, sisters kneeling near him 

in the sanctuary of the Franciscan Mother- 

house chapel at Oldenburg on investiture day 

overheard this interchange between the 

bishop and his priest assistant. When a very 

unusual name was to be conferred on a 

sister, the priest whispered, “Where do you 

think they got that name?” “Sears and 

Roebuck,” responded the bishop under his 

breath. 

(Divita is professor of history at Marian 

College.) 
(Continued next week) 

also has led the bishops to argue that the 

right to life of the fetus does not end at birth 

but translates into specific political and 

economic positions on issues affecting 

poverty, unemployment and hunger. 

Through it all Cardinal Bernardin said 

several times that building a constituency 

to promote a broad-based ethic of life would 

be difficult. He cited the “significant op- 

position” that already exists to relating 

abortion and nuclear war, and he said there 

must be “honest recognition” that even in 

the Catholic community the church is far 

from finished in its efforts to shape a 

consensus on spectrum-of-life issues. 

But “there is no better place to begin’”’ 

than in the wake of the war and peace 

pastoral. The pastoral, he said, has helped 

the church to be seen as an institution 

committed to avoiding nuclear war, which 

he said is a profoundly pro-life concern. 

He added, “We should not lose this 

momentum; it provides a solid foundation 

to relate our concerns about war and peace 

to other ‘pro-life’ questions.” 

commitment 

America 
dignity “to all those who suffer from 

injustice, neglect and poverty.” 

The pope also said he hoped “that we 

can quickly arrive at a normalization of 
ecclesiastical districts which are now 
deprived of their pastors, whose purpose is 
only to work for the kingdom of God and 
thus favor the well-being of Guatemalans.”” 

In one Guatemalan church jurisdiction, 
the Diocese of Santa Cruz del Quiche, the 
bishop and most of the priests, Religious 
and lay leaders have been forced to leave 
because of violence and threats against 

their lives. Church leaders have 

complained that the government has been 

unwilling to provide adequate protection to 
church personnel. 

Relations between the church and 
Guatemalan officials have been strained 
also over restrictions on church activities 
and the killings of several Religious and lay 

leaders. Hundreds of Religious and lay 
workers have had to flee Guatemala 
because of political violence.



  

  

  

LIVING THE QUESTIONS 

by Fr. THOMAS C. WIDNER 

one from a cousin of mine whose wedding I performed 
this past summer. On the card is a quotation from 
Muriel Lester, an English social worker and writer who 
traveled with the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. The quote says, “The 
job of the peacemaker is to find God 
in everything and in everyone.” 

That speaks volumes to me about ors 
the lack of peace in our world and Noe ] 
why, despite all the jingle jangle in \ y 
our own confused society, peace is , 
more elusive than ever. It also says Nias 
a lot to me in preparing to homilize 
New Year’s Day on the U.S. bishops’ 
pastoral letter on war and peace as 
our Indiana bishops have asked 
priests to do. 

This is the time of the Prince of Peace but he 

contemporary songs is Elvis Presley’s ‘Blue 

helping professions tell us that this is one of the busiest 
times of the year for them for it is one of the loneliest. 

How much lonelier will the future be in a society which   

Among the Christmas cards I’ve received this year is 

appears to be missing. One of the season’s more popular 

Christmas”’ and for many that’s what Christmas is. The 

While many people are celebrating, many more are not. 

is increasingly made up of single parent families, 
divorced families and people who are isolated from one 
another? The future suggests a boom for the helping 
professions. 

Recently a family I know was shattered by an 
emotional tragedy which left its members scarred and 
one member remaining helpless. Another family I met 
after not seeing for a long time seemed disturbed and 
upset. They are no longer practicing Catholics, you-see, 
and though I didn’t know that at the time, it seemec:to 
me to explain some of their uncomfortableness. 

Of course, there are the headlines. They are 
interminable. And those headlines reveal what I believe 
to be a tendency in our government today to capitalize 
on fear. There appears to be an increasing attempt to 
make citizens believe that we alone in the world know 
what is best for that world. 

This fear fits in well with the personal fears and 
anxieties I am seeing in so many people around me— 
and even in myself. This fear says that we as a people 
should not trust anyone, perhaps not even ourselves. We 
should only trust the government because it best knows 
our interests. 

I reject such a notion because that is contrary to all 
the free will God has honored me with by the birth of his 
son. Sometimes interpreters of the Gospel in the church 
have even tried to tell me the same thing. But no one 
can be responsible for my free will except myself. Even 
the Christ whose birth we remember this week and 

  

Peace comes to us through love and trust 
whose death saved me expected me to freely accept 
responsibility for deciding my own future. x 

But the fear seems to grow. There seems to be a 
deliberate movement to destroy attempts to make peace 
despite protestation: tit no one really wants any war. 
Some people do prof*%eor war. Jobs are created 
through war. The ecoinomiy gets better because of war. 
The only thing that gets worse is living. People die in 
war. 

This lack of trust, if some are successful in 
promoting it, will get us where the profitmakers want us 
to go. To war. And so it is useful to some to refuse to 
find God in everything and in everyone. It is useful to 
some to promote a god who is narrow and wrathful. But 
that is not the God who made Himself known to a Virgin 
and a carpenter in a stable in the Middle East a couple 
thousand years ago. 

As long as we refuse to believe that everyone else 
has the same rights as I demand for myself, we will be 
constantly muddling our desire for peace. Until we 
recognize that God is the God of all human beings, we 
will have no peace. 

So I hope we do not surround ourselves with an 
illusion of peace in an unpeaceful world. I hope that we 
are not led into believing that some of us know better 
than others what God wants of us and for us. I hope we 
remember that peace is found through trust and love 
and not fear and building up our arms sales. I hope we 
do not forget. 

    

    

  

Real meaning of Christmas comes from gift of love 
by Fr. JOHN BUCKEL 

The story of Christmas really begins 

with Adam and Eve. God breathed His very 

life into a handful of clay and created the 
first human beings. He gave them all that 
they needed for happiness. Then sin en- 
tered the picture. People often ask how long 
Adam and Eve were in paradise before 
they sinned. Considering the frailty of the 
human species, I would say about 10 
minutes. 

Once sin entered the world, there 
seemed to be no stopping it. Cain’s murder 
of Abel, the Tower of Babel, and Sodom and 

Gomorrah, were just the beginning of a 
long history of sin. Even the very 
messengers of God (the prophets) were put 
to death. The human race seemed intent on 
finding a sin that was too big for even God 
to forgive. It was into such a world that the 
Christ-child was born. 

In many ways the world of 2,000 years 

ago was a lot like the world of today. Sin is 
an old-fashioned idea. So often the people of 
today, like the days of old, seem to try the 

patience of God. 

Yet God with all the affection of a loving 
father, has looked upon His creation gone 

astray, and has embraced it. God has not 

given up on the human race. God has not 
left us to wallow in our sins. As surely as 

God transformed a handful of clay into a 
human being, he desired to transform a 

sinful world through His Son Jesus. God’s 
response to sin was and is love, total and 

unconditional love. He seems to find delight 

in showering us with gifts of love, grace, 

and forgiveness. The greatest gift any 

  

person can give to another, is his/her 

presence; especially when he/she needs it 
the most. This is so important. God has 
given us His Son when we needed Him the 
most. He is called Emmanuel, God with us. 

In prophesying the coming of the 
Messiah, Isaiah imagined what the world 

would be like. ‘“The wolf shall be a guest of 
the lamb, and the lion shall lie down with 

the lamb.” I would like to imagine what the 
world would be like when Christ dwells in 
the hearts of all people. 

The Arab and the Jew will dine together 
in peace. 

The English and the Irish will play 
together without fear. 

The United States and Russia will try to 
outdo one another in their generosity to the 
poor. 

The Catholic and the Baptist will break 
bread together. 

The Moslem and the Christian will live 
in harmony. 

The Jehovah Witnesses, the Mormons, 

and all Christians will worship together. 

All nations shall be as one family. 
Injustice and persecution will be but a 

memory. 
Hunger and poverty will be no more. 

Peace on earth will be a reality. 
Love will be our standard. 
Joy will be shared by all. 
This dream of peace and harmony is not 

unique, and is certainly not original. 
Another man spoke of it long ago. He 
referred to it as the Kingdom of God. 

Christmas reminds us that God is with 
us still. The Christ-child continues to be 
God’s pledge of fidelity to us. He who 

Pope discusses the importance of 

confession, reconciliation 
VATICAN CITY (NC)—Priests ‘‘must 

give priority” to the ministry of the 

confessional, Pope John Paul II told a 
group of U.S. priests Dec. 16. 

The pope stressed the priests’ unique 

role as ‘‘Christ’s ambassadors of 
reconciliation’”’ during a meeting with 35 

participants in the Institute for Continuing 

Theological Education, a study program 
for U.S. priests sponsored by the North 
American College, the U.S. seminary in 

Rome. 
“In allowing penitents the opportunity 

personally to confess their sins to the Lord, 
you mediate one of the most profoundly 
religious moments of forgiveness and joy,” 
the pope said. 

In this ‘‘deeply intimate’ encounter, 
Christ “has chosen us, his priests, to be the 

only ones to forgive sins in his name,’’ he 
said. 

“This ministry, therefore, is uniquely 

ours and it is one to which we must give 
priority,” he added. 

Pope John Paul asked the priests to 
offer Christ’s understanding to ‘“‘the needy, 
the suffering and those in trouble’? when 
they return to their dioceses. 

“As priests, we are charged with being 
Christ's ambassadors of reconciliation,” 
the pope said. ‘‘But in order to fulfill this 
role effectively, we must first embrace that 
message ourselves and permit it to take 
root in our very being.” 

“We cannot preach the message of 
reconciliation to others unless we are 
convinced of its saving truth for our own 
lives,” he said. 

created us never has and never will desert 
us in time of need. He continues to provide 
us with all that we need for happiness. 
God’s love seems to be too good to be true, 

but it is. It is God’s love that gives meaning 
to Christmas. 

(Father Buckel is associate pastor of Christ 
the King Parish, Indianapolis. ) 

Nestle boycott to continue, 
organizer says 

WASHINGTON (NC)—The six-year-old 

international boycott against Nestle 
products will continue until the company’s 
infant formula marketing practices fully 
comply with a World Health Organization 
code, a boycott organizer said. 

Douglas A. Johnson, national chairman 

of the Infant Formula Action Coalition 
(INFACT), said at a Dec. 15 press con- 

ference that while Nestle has improved 
some of its marketing procedures, INFACT 
will concentrate its efforts on four areas of 
violations. 

Johnson said that organizations 

monitoring Nestle’s sales methods in Third 

World countries report the company’s 

major violations include continued supplies 
of free formula to hospitals; personal gifts 
to health professionals; inaccurate in- 

formation in literature about breast 
feeding; and inadequate warnings on 

formula labels. 
One article of the WHO code was 

designed to disrupt the routine practice of 

bottle feeding in hospitals, and, in turn, to 
encourage mothers to breast feed, said 
Jonathan Churchill, legal counsel to the 

International Nestle Boycott Committee 

Nestle should “‘limit free supplies to 

infants who have a medical need for them, 
such as orphans and mothers who are 
physically incapable of breast feeding,” 
Churchill said. 

The free supplies to hospitals should 
stop altogether, said Anna Padia, human 
rights coordinator for the Newspaper 
Guild. “If hospitals have to pay for the 
formula, the ‘routine’ of bottle feeding 

would disappear.” 

The WHO code, adopted in 1981, 

prohibits companies from making gifts to 
health care professionals, but Nestle 
claims that certain gifts are allowed 
because they are not “inducements to 
promote products,” Churchill said. 

Churchill also said that Nestle’s 
educational literature for mothers and 
health professionals does not concede ‘‘that 
the products can do harm, and should be 
used as a last resort.”’ 

The 1983 United Nations Children’s 
Fund report ‘reminded us that millions of 
infants suffer needless trauma and disease 
because they have not been breast fed,’’ he 

said. 

The WHO code also requires companies 
to remove pictures of babies from formula 
cans, which Nestle is doing, and to warn 

mothers of the dangers of not mixing the 
formula with the proper amount of water 
and of using contaminated water. 

In October a company-initiated Nestle 
Infant Formula Audit Commission Report 

said that Nestle had eliminated distribution 
of free samples, restricted free or reduced- 
cost supplies to institutions, developed the 

new warning, and eliminated or is 
eliminating labels that idealize infant 
formula 

The commission has been chaired by 

former Secretary of State Edmund Muskie. 

After the press conference, supporters 
of the boycott delivered more than 143,000 

petition signatures in a baby buggy to the 
Nestle Coordination Center for Nutrition in 
Washington. 

Relations seen as a benefit to U.S. 
NEW YORK (NC)—The possible ap- 

pointment of a U.S. ambassador to the 

Vatican would benefit the State Depart- 

ment more than U.S. Catholics, said an 

editorial in America, the Jesuit weekly 

magazine. The editorial, to be published in 

the magazine’s Dec. 24 issue, said, ‘The 
State Department recognizes the Vatican 

as a font of information about what is 
happening in the world.” In addition, “the 
pope is simply too important for the State 
Department to ignore.’’ Although 
President Reagan signed legislation Nov. 
22 repealing an 1867 ban on formal U.S.- 
Vatican ties, 2 official nominations for the 
post have been made, a White House 
spokesman said Dec. 15. 
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Perverse policy toward Nicaragua 
Sunday past at our town meeting we 

heard the people from San Francisco 
Township petition for help to build a school 
house. Presently they have to use a shack, 
if it can be dignified with that name. Others 
who live in town asked when the electric 
poles and lines would be extended to their 
neighborhood; that their neighborhood- 

watch duty is made more difficult by lack 
of street lights. Others reminded the 
leadership that this town of 6,000 enjoys the 
service of only one small and ancient bus 
that makes but one trip a day to Managua if 
it’s not out of service for lack of spare 
parts. Others worried if there would be 
road equipment available to fix up the 
secondary roads to bring this year’s coffee 
harvest to market. 

So how does Congressman Dan Burton 
respond? But of course, with the solution 

economy, Mr. Burton aggravates their 
problems and inevitably produces yet more 
anti-American sentiment. 

Being an American myself, with fond 
memories of four wonderful years in In- 
dianapolis, how can I explain those $19 
million for programmed murder? 
Tomorrow, for example, when we have the 
funeral with the remains of a man who was 
killed by CIA-backed  counter- 
revolutionaries, what am I supposed to 
preach? Surely, what Jesus himself 
taught: to love our enemies. It won’t be 
necessary to remind the people that the 
USA of Reagan-Burton is the enemy. I will 

Mr. Burton. Nicaraguans are nearly all 
Christians. They'll know intuitively that’s 
what they’re called to do. 

| 
| 

| 

| 

  

’ K. OF C. GIF'T—Marian College President Louis C. Gatto (right) accepts a $2,700 check 
from Ted Bunce, Faithful Navigator of the Bishop Chatard Assembly of the Knights of 
Columbus, as Father Frank Bryan, director of campus ministries at Marian, looks on. 
The money comes from the Ritchey Trust Fund, administered by the Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus, which supports speakers and activities in the college’s campus 
ministry program. The fund, which awards grants for religious, educational and 

for every human problem, Ronald Reagan- 
style: with guns. By approving the $19 
million in covert military aid, rather than 
meeting those voiced needs of the in- 
dependent sector of the Nicaraguan 

  

Priest calls Smith brave 
JACKSON, Ga. (NC)—John Eldon 

Smith “abandoned himself into the hands 
of the Father” when he went to the electric 
chair Dec. 15, said Father Richard Wise, 
who gave Smith a final blessing the mor- 
ning of his execution. Smith was very brave 
at the end, Father Wise said. “His 
relationship was so strong with the Father 
that he was not afraid to stand before God. 
He was a good Catholic, a very good 
Catholic,” Father Wise said. Smith, 53, was 
the first person to be executed in Georgia 
since 1964. He was convicted of the 1974 
shotgun slaying of Macon, Ga., newlyweds, 
Ronald and Juanita Akins. 

But it will not keep me from saying that 
U.S. policy toward Nicaragua is perverse. 
Nor will it keep me from asking if there 
aren’t a few believers in humanity left in 
Central Indiana willing to tell Mr. Burton 
that President Reagan is cruelly mistaken 
as to what will bring true peace to Central 
America. 

Readers who want accurate legislative 
information should write: Coalition, 120 
Maryland Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20002, 
202-483-3391. 

Readers who feel they need accurate 
information about Central America should 
write: USOCA, 303 Cortland Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 94110, 415-550-8006. 

And should readers want to help the 
families of the victims of U.S. weaponry 
and intelligence expertise, there is Church 
Women United, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, NY 10115. 

ask the survivors to love Mr. Reagan and | 

Fr. Bernard A. Survil 
Managua, Nicaragua 

  

Bishop Chartrand’s legacy lives on 
Many thanks for your coverage of the 

Bishop Chartrand Anniversary and your 
decision to publish the excellent account of 
the saintly prelate by Dr. James J. Divita 
of Marian College. 

Although 50 years have passed since the 
bishop’s death, his legacy of spirituality 
and personal example to the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis continues to this day. Coun- 
tless stories of Bishop Chartrand still 
circulate to the second and third generation 
in families touched by his life and times. 

It seems only appropriate that his 50th 
anniversary year coincides with the 

universal Church’s Holy Year, as the 
dedication of the Bishop Chartrand Chapel 
at Marian College took place during the 
Marian Year of 1954. 

charitable programs, was endowed by former K. of C. member Russell Ritchey. 

     
    

May the intercession of the beloved 
bishop coritinue to inspire present and 
future generations. 

Paul G. Fox 
Indianapolis 

Women’s shelter opens 
SALT LAKE CITY (NC)—The Diocese 

of Salt Lake City and Catholic Community 
Services have opened Marillac House, a 
shelter for single women, including those 
with children. Operational funds for the 
house are available only through March, 
but Catholic Community Services decided 
to open the house because it is the only 
shelter of its kind in the city. 
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CORNUCOPIA 

Remember good times, forget bad 
by CYNTHIA DEWES 

As we mellow out over our eggnog this 
year, dreaming of Christmas Past and 

enjoying Christmas Present, let us 
remember the good times and forget the 
bad. 

Let’s forget our 
zippers popping after 
we’ve eaten “‘just three 
more” cookies at the 
office open house. 
Forget the blood, toil, 

tears and sweat in- 
vested in assembling 
Johnny’s toy, only to 
have it promptly 
demolished by baby 
Sammy. Forget the 
shoppers who crushed 
us in the department store and partially 
denuded our fleece jackets while searching 
for Cabbage Patch dolls. These things don’t 
matter. 

No, the essentials here are the joyful 
things, the »raditional things. (We won’t 

consider the tact that popping zippers may 
have become one of our Christmas 
traditions). We can get positively maudlin 
dredging up sugary Christmas memories 

from childhood (anyone’s childhood). 
Like the times when grandparents came 

to visit so that they might share in the 
children’s delight on Christmas morning. 

Not wanting to miss a moment of that 
happy event, Granny once slept on the 
couch in the living room where the 
Christmas tree presided over the gifts. 
Across the room stood Elizabeth, a child- 

sized doll fresh from the workshop at the 

North Pole. 
Her penetrating blue eyes gazed 

straight ahead with a sinister intensity. 
Next morning when the children scam- 
pered in, Elizabeth was turned sullenly to 
the wall and Granny looked sleepless. 
“Those eyes,”’ she said. 

Another time Jim bumped _near- 
sightedly into the corner of Pete’s new 
cardboard playhsuse during the ex- 
citement of Christmas morning and 
scratched his eye. He is recorded on 

Grandpa’s photographs, red-eyed, looking 
like an abused child. 

The glittering memories of Christmas 
morn may only be slightly tarnished for 
parents of smali children who can’t read 
the clock. After being instructed on 
Christmas Eve not to get up until the 
proper time next morning, the rascals are 
wide awake at 4a.m. 

They thump up and down the hallway 
asking older brothers in hissing whispers if 
it’s “time yet.” Meanwhile Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa are trying to catch another half hour 
of sleep, recovering from their late night 
run with the reindeer. So much for the 
apocryphal happiness of children and their 
families on Christmas morning. 

Putting up a live Christmas tree is 

  

another jvyful event. When artificial trees 
first became popular, bringing a tree back 
alive was a real challenge. 

If we could find one, usually for an 
obscene price, it tended to be a ten-footer 
with an average of seven and five-eighths 
scrawny branches to which uninterested 
needles were barely attached. Smokey the 
Bear would’ve phoned out for a fire ex- 
tinguisher at the sight of it. 

Carpentry skills were necessary to 
rearrange the branches of those trees, and 

we lavished ornaments on them to cover 
embarassing spaces. Their plastic icicles 
looked like thinning hair combed carefully 
over a bald head. 

Never mind. The cliches we encounter 
every Christmas may turn out to be less 

than ideal, but they continue to give 
comfort. Christmas IS for children, it IS a 

time of hope and joy, and Christmas Spirit 
IS abroad in the land. It’s still the best 
Birthday Party going. 

CHECK iT OUT... 
An MS (Multiple Sclerosis) Support 

Group Meeting will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. 
on Thursday, Jan. 5 in the Special Func- 
tions Room (behind the cafeteria) at 
Community Hospital. I.U. Physical 
Therapy professor Jan Brockner and 
horsemanship expert Barb B hek will 

Central Indiana Marriage Encounter 
will hold a weekend on January 13-15 at St. 
Joseph Motherhouse, Tipton. Call Charlie 
or Carol Post 462-1289 for information or 
registration. 

The Adult Catechetical Teams of the 
Southside Deanery will sponsor a free 
public forum on “Peace and Justice” 
presented by Father Cos Raimondi on 
Wednesday, Jan. 18 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
in the church hall at St. Mark Church, 6047 
S. East St. (U.S. 31 and Edgewood Ave). 

VIDS... 
Newly elected officers of the Irish 

American Heritage Society include: Mike 
Williams, president; Juanita Taylor, vice- 
president; and Charles Kidwell, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Dan and Daisy (Cornett) Smith will 
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
with a Mass of Thanksgiving in St. Nicholas 
Church, Sunman, on Sunday, Jan. 1 at 10 
a.m. From 2 to 6 p.m. the couple’s children 
and grandchildren will host an Open House 
Reception for them in St. Nicholas Hall. 
The Smiths were married in the rectory of 
the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in 
Covington, Ky. on New Year’s Day 1934. 

   

   

They are the parents of seven children, 

including William, Dan, Jr., Joseph, Judy, 

Kenneth, Gerty and Kathryn. They also 
have 11 grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. 

  Way 
  

speak on a horseback riding therapy 
program. For information call Ruth 
Beaber 894-8834 or Joann Rogers 359-7215. 

~ Women considering discipleship 
today are invited to attend a Franciscan 
Live-In on the weekend of January 13-15. 
Suggested donation: $12. Call 812-934-2475 
by Jan 8. 

James Associates Architects and 
Engineers, Inc. announce the 1984 James 
Associates Minority Scholarship Program 
for black high school seniors interested in 
pursuing careers in architecture and 
related areas. The program includes $1,000 
a year fo five consecutive years, 
professional counseling and summer in- 

os mo 
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  service training employment. Appli 
must be submitted by Feb. 28, 1984. For 
applications and information, contact 
William Casteel, James Associates, P.O. 
Box 55809, 2828 E. 45th St., Indianapolis, IN 
46205, 317-547-9441. 

The twelfth annual Indianapolis- 
Scarborough Peace Games International 
Competition will be hosted by Indianapolis 
August 10-13, 1984. Marion County volun- 
teers are needed to serve as sport chairmen 
or coaches for sports including baseball, 
gymnastics, cross country, soccer, softball, 
table tennis, track and field, or volleyball. 
For information call Beverly Adams, 
Executive Director, at 924-4570. 

  

BFW disagrees with Meese 
on hunger in U.S. 

Much controversy has been raised over 
White House counselor Edwin Meese’s 
statement regarding hunger in America, 

and Bread for the World (BFW), a 

Christian citizens’ movement concerned 
with hunger, is one group taking issue with 

his remarks, although it dozs welcome the 

attention Meese has drawn to this national 
problem. 

Rev. Arthur Simon, executive director 

of BFW, stated that despite Meese’s 

professed ignorance regarding hunger in 
the country, evidence abounds in rapid 
multiplication of people throughout the 
country requesting emergency food 
assistance and in various studies. He ex- 
plained it is also manifest in the number of 
hungry Americans who fall below the 
poverty line but are not receiving food 
assistance. Citing the number of im- 

poverished Americans jumped to 34 million 
in 1982, Simon said only 21 million are on 

the food stamp program. 
BFW is in partial agreement with Meese 

about a lack of authoritave figures on 
American hunger, but the group faults the 
U.S. for having no comprehensive system 
for gathering such data and monitoring its 
extent and severity. 

For this reason, BFW hopes the ad- 
ministration will back proposals for a 
nutrition monitoring system of low-income 
Americans, and stop cutbacks in federal 
food programs. 

“A comprehensive system of nutrition 
monitoring could answer Meese’s questions 
and tell the nation, once and for all, what 
many church groups already know and 
what many local surveys have already 

revealed—hunger is very real in the US.,” 
declared Simon. 

    
  

  

Catholic Communications Center 
is pleased to announce that the 

Televised Mass 

Date Celebrant 

Jan. 1 Fr. John Beitans 

Jan. 8 Fr. Rick Ginther 

Jan. 15 Fr. James Byrne 
Jan. 22 Fr. James Higgins 

Jan. 29 Fr. James Farrell 

Congregation 

St. Ann Parish, Indianapolis 

St. Therese (L#tle Flower) Parish, Indianapolis 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Indianapolis 
St. Martin Parish, Martinsville 

St. Andrew the Apostle Parish, Indianapolis 

will move to the new 

WPDS-TV 
Channel 59 

at 

7:00 a.m. (Est) 
Sunday, January 1, 1984 

NOTE: Construcijiem problems may delay the 
Start of programming until after January 1, 1984. 

The staff of the Catholic Com- 
munications Center wishes each 
of you a most happy and holy 
Christmas and abundant blessings 
in the New Year 

Charles J. Schisla 
Ethel M. Brown 
Mary Ellen Russell      
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FAMILy TALK 

The Criterion, December 23, 1983 

‘Trust your own judgments’ 
by Dr. JAMES and MARY KENNY 

Dear Dr. Kenny: Recently widowed, I 
have been dating a wonderful person who 
lost her spouse a few months ago. We have 
much in common and spend a lot of time 
recalling memories of our partners. (We 
were not friends before. ) 

Our friends are reluctant to accept the 
situation because it has been “‘less than a 
year” since our partners died. Where are 
the relatives and people who were quick to 

y, “If there’s anything I can do, let me 
know?” They are never around when 
needed. 

We have our families raised and are 
considering marriage someday. Having 

enjoyed a successful marriage we both feel 
this would be a credit to our first spouse. 

You've written on young marriages. 
What about us in our 50s? 

Answer: My first reaction is to be very 
supportive. Your lives are your own, and 
the opinions of other people should be 
secondary. 

Your friends are probably motivated by 
lingering loyalty to your departed spouses. 
They are having trouble juxtaposing the 
new person in the old position. 

Give your friends time. Mourning 
usually goes through four stages, which are 
not easily hurried. First, you must accept 
the loss. Second, you must express all the 

| church in the worlo 
Canadian religious leaders issue statement 

critical of nuclear weapons 
OTTAWA (NC)—Backing Canadian 

Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau’s peace 
initiatives, an interfaith group of religious 
leaders criticized nuclear weapons and the 
Reagan administration’s policies on arms 
control. Trudeau has been visiting foreign 
capitals to promote more in-depth in- 
ternational dialogue for arms control and a 
summit meeting of the Soviet Union, the 
United States, Great Britain, France and 
China. Church leaders who issued the brief 
included officials of the Canadian Con- 
ference of Catholic Bishops, the Canadian 
Council of Churches, the Anglican Church 
of Canada, the United Church of Canada, 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, the 
Lutheran Council of America—Canadian 

Nuns abducted in 

prison escape 
WASHINGTON (NC)—One American 

nun was killed and another was injured 
Dec. 14 during an attempted prison escape 
in Lima, Peru, said Cindy Fox, a State 
Department spokeswoman. Columban 
Sister Joan Mary Sawyer, a U.S. citizen 
born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, was 
killed after she and three other American 
nuns involved in prison ministry were 
taken hostage by inmates and police began 
shooting at the vehicle in which they were 
leaving the prison. The wounded nun, 
Marist Sister Theresa J. Pasterczyk from 
Dracut, Mass., was released from a 
hospital after a bullet was removed from 
her arm. The other two Americans taken 
hostage were Marist Sister Mary Ellen 
Conway from Needham, Mass., and Marist 
Sister Anna Maizolo from Michigan. 

Section, and the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec. 

Vatican bank report is 
given to officials 

ROME (NC)—The Vatican-Italian 
commission investigating links between 
the Vatican bank and Italy’s bankrupt 
Banco Ambrosiano has given its report to 
Italian and Vatican officials, a commission 
member said Dec. 15. ‘We've finished our 
work and presented the report. It’s now up 
to other officials to take the next step,” said 
Pasquale Chiomenti, an Italian lawyer on 
the commission. The report is in the hands 
of the Vatican Secretariat of State, Italian 
Prime Minister Bettino Craxi’s office and 
the Italian Treasury Ministry, all of which 
are negotiating a final settlement of the 
question, according to the Treasury 
Ministry's chief press spokesman, Tiziano 

Garbo. 

Weakland sees pastoral 
as bishops’ duty 

NOTRE DAME, Ind. (NC)—American 
bishops are “just doing their duty” in 
grappling with an issue “which concerns 
everyone,” the American economy, Ar- 
chbishop Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee 
said during a Dec. 12-14 meeting at the 
University of Notre Dame. Archbishop 
Weakland, who chairs a National Con- 
ference of Catholic Bishops’ committee 
drafting a pastoral letter on the economy, 
also said the meeting with theologians, 
economists and business experts was “‘very 
important at this moment in history.” 
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emotions you feel. Third, you must get used 
deceased. The fourth 
deceased. 

Your friends are in stage three. You 
have moved on to stage four. 

How did you get to stage four more 
quickly? Perhaps your spouse had been ill 
for some time and you had the chance to 
say goodbye before death. This hastens the 
grief work. Or ps you have grieved 
more intensely than your friends, which 
will hasten the process. 

Whatever, you are dating each other 
and finding joy in a deepening affection. I 
applaud your courage to trust your own 
judgments and not let custom dictate your 
behavior. 

USCC told to abandon 

sex. education 
A coalition opposed to sex education 

programs called on the U.S. Catholic 
Conference to abandon its guidelines, 
“Education in Human Sexuality for 
Christians,” and asked two priests who 
work with family life issues to renounce the 
guidelines. Officers of the National 
Coalition of Interstate Committees of 
Clergy and Laity praised guidelines 
released Dec. 1 by the Vatican's 
Congregation for Catholic Education and 
said “the document repudiates what has 
been happening for the last 15 to 20 years in 
Catholic education in the United States.” 

One caution, however, following my 
first positive counsel. Society and its 
customs are not pointless. The year-long 
period of mourning after a death has a 
purpose. The purpose is to protect you. 

From what? From many extraneous 
factors which could add to your motivation 
to marry. People remarry on the rebound, 
to avoid going through the sense of loss. 
Should a sense of loss come after the 
remarriage, it is devastating to the newly 
formed relationship. 

People remarry to cover up loneliness. 
Better to let the tears come for a while 
(stage two) and to shuffle your way 
through a few months without your beloved 
(stage three). Unless you take time to say 
goodbye to your deceased spouse, your new 
partner will suffer the unfairness of 
comparisons, and may gain only half a 
partner. 

So be sure you have said goodbye to your 
lost partner and that you have had time to 
mourn. Have patience with the counsel of 
your friends. Then reach confidently for the 
affection and support that men and women 
find in each other. You have every chance 
for a fine and lasting love. 

(Reader questions on family living and child 
care to be answered in print are invited. Address 
questions: The Kennys; Box 872, St. Joseph's 
College; Rensselaer, IN 47978.) 

1983 by NC News Service : 
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Bishops’ pastoral heads list of stories (from 2) 
Lebanon, followed in December by similar 

suicide attacks on French and U.S. posts in 
Kuwait, highlighted the “holy War” 
mentality of some Moslem fundamentalist 
factions in the Lebanese strife. 

SECTARIAN strife continued to claim 
lives in Northern Ireland, and the un- 
derlying ideological conflict crossed the 
Atlantic in March as Cardinal Terence 
Cooke of New York boycotted the city’s 
annual St. Patrick’s Day parade because 
Michael Flannery, a supporter of the Irish 
Republican Army, was its grand marshal. 

Pope John Paul’s second visit to Poland 
as pope came in June, on the heels of the 
lifting of martial law in that country. The 
pope’s pleas for freedom and human 
dignity were almost overshadowed by the 
behind-the-scenes wrangling for a papal 
meeting with Lech Walesa, leader of the 
outlawed Solidarity trade union. 

When Walesa won the Nobel Peace 
Prize later in the year for his efforts to 
liberalize Polish society through peaceful 
means, the government continued to try to 
discredit him. He pledged his prize money 
to the church-run fund to aid Polish far- 
mers. 

Church-state tensions increased in 
Poland as the church continued to criticize 
government policies and the government 

accused priests of using the pulpit to 
meddle in politics. 

ANOTHER SCENE of renewed church- 
state tensions was the Philippines, where 
many church figures have long been at 
odds with President Ferdinand Marcos on 
human rights issues. The assassination in 
August of opposition leader Benigno Aquino 
while he was under military custody 
provoked huge popular protests and led 
Cardinal Jaime Sin of Manila to accuse 
Marcos of at least indirect plicity in the 
killing. 

South Africa also continued to be a focus 
of religious concern because of its con- 
tinued policy of white minority rule and 
apartheid, or strict racial segregation. The 
general secretary of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, Father 
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, was freed from a 

six-year-old banning order in July, but four 
months later was arrested in the tribal 
homeland of Ciskei and given no reason. 

The growing prominence of the Catholic 
Church as a voice in international affairs 
led to a_ significant U.S. legislative 
development in November, as Congress 
approved and President Reagan signed a 
bill which lifted a century-old ban on U.S. 
diplomatic relations with the Holy See. 
Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State and a number of Protestant and 
Jewish organizations opposed the lifting of 
the ban, arguing that it raised serious 
constitutional questions on the separation 
of church and state. 

ANOTHER U.S. church-state issue that 
was a regular news topic in 1983 was that of 
tuition tax credits for parents of non-public 
school students. Despite Reagan ad- 
ministration backing, various efforts to get 
such legislation through Congress failed. 

Pro-life issues came into the news on 
three fronts in the United States: abortion, 
protection of handicapped infants and 
capital punishment. 

In January pro-lifers marked the 10th 
anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court 
abortion decisions with their annual march 
on Washington. In June, the anti-abortion 
movement was dealt a double setback. 

The Supreme Court on June 15 struck 
down as unconstitutional key provisions in 
an Akron, Ohio, abortion control ordinance 
which was being promoted as model 
legislation by pro-life forces around the 
country. Provisions struck down included a 
requirement of parental consent for 
abortions performed on minors, and a 24- 
hour waiting -period for obtaining an 
abortion. 

Two weeks later the U.S. Senate 
defeated a modified version of the Hatch 
Amendment, a proposed constitutional 

dment—the first explicitly backed by 
the U.S. bishops—that would have restored 
to states the legislative power to prohibit or 
restrict abortions. 

ABORTION opponents claimed vic- 
tories on other fronts, however. In one, 
Congress approved continuation of a ban on 
most federal funding of abortions. 

_in November and December the — 
inistration sought lly 

intervene in the case of Baby Jane Doe, a 
Long Island child born with multiple 
deformities, whose parents had refused 
corrective surgery. The case drew new 
attention to the complexity of intertwining 
medical, moral and legal issues involved in 
such decisions. 

Also in November, Pope John Paul II 
pleaded with Gov. Robert Graham of 
Florida to halt the execution of Robert 
Sullivan. Sullivan was executed despite the 
papal plea and long-time efforts on his 
behalf by Bishop Rene Gracida of Corpus 
Christi, Texas, who believed that he had 

been wrongfully convicted. 
The pope had signaled a growing in- 

volvement by the Holy See against capital 
punishment in January, when he said in his 
annual address to diplomats that 
“humanitarian concern’’ prompts the Holy 
See ‘‘to recommend clemency and mercy 
for those condemned to death, especially 
those who have been condemned for 
political motives.” 

MEHMET ALI Agca, who tried to 
assassinate the pope in 1981, remained in 
the news in 1983 as Italian officials con- 
tinued to investigate the alleged 
“Bulgarian connection,” the theory that 
Bulgarian secret police, acting for the 
Soviet secret police, engineered the plot to 
kill the pope and hired Agca to do the job. 

In another area of church involvement 
in justice and peace issues, the Holy See in 

ber issued a Charter of the Rights of 
the Family which called on governments to 
guarantee, protect and promote the 
“inalienable rights” of families in their 
laws and social policies. 

One of the family rights enunciated in 
the charter, the right of parents to assure 
the moral and religious education of their 
children in accord with their beliefs, was 
emphasized in Vatican guidelines on sex 
education released a few days later. The 
guidelines emphasized the prime parental 
role in sex education and insisted that 
moral formation is an essential part of all 
education in sexuality. 

Internal affairs in the Catholic Church 
were also a frequent source of news in 1983. 

  

One of the most important Catholic 

de of the year was the enact- 
ment of the new Code of Canon Law by 
Pope John Paul II, climaxing two decades 
of efforts to reform the 1917 code in light of 
the changes in the church since the Second 
Vatican Council. The new general law 
governing the church was published by the 
pope in January and went into effect on 
Nov. 27. 

ONE OF THE results of the new code 
was that it brought to a head an ongoing 
discussion among the U.S. bishops over the 
number of holy days of obligation observed 
in the United States. During their 
November meeting, after debating a 
proposal to reduce the number to three, the 
bishops reaffirmed the century-old U.S. 
practice of observing six holy days of 
obligation. 

The code for the most part simply 
systematized piecemeal changes that had 
already taken place in the church, so its 
immediate effects on everyday church life 
were almost unnoticeable. 

Among major changes in the new code, 
compared with the 1917 code it replaced, 
were a major shift from a legalistic to a 
sacramental mentality throughout; the 
elimination of virtually all laws that 
treated lay women differently from lay 
men; substantial decentralization of 
church authority; and significantly 
broadened definitions of lay rights and 
responsibilities within the church 

On Nov. 26, the day before the new code 

took effect, the Vatican’s Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith provoked a new 
controversy in the United States by issuing 
a declaration which said that Catholics are 
still prohibited from joining Masonic 
associations, even though the new code no 
longer contains that specific prohibition. 
Most U.S. Masonic lodges, unlike their 
counterparts in many other parts of the 
world, are not generally considered anti- 
Catholic. U.S. church officials interpreted 
the new declaration, however, as saying 
that local bishops could no longer make 
their own judgments but would have to 
refer membership requests to Rome. 

On the ecumenical front, Catholics and 
(See BISHOPS’ PASTORAL on page 10) 
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hits the nation’s capital. (NC photo from UPI)    
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Bishops’ pastoral (from 9) 
Pope makes visit to Lutheran church in Rome 

Lutherans in many parts of the world 
marked the 500th anniversary of the birth 

of Martin Luther with joint observances in 
which they stressed what they believed in 
common, and Pope John Paul II made an 

unprecedented papal visit to the Lutheran 
church in Rome to participate in an 
ecumenical prayer service. 

In the United States, the national 
Catholic-Lutheran dialogue issued a lan- 
dmark statement of agreement on 
justification by faith, one of the fun- 
damental issues behind the Reformation. 
The issue need no longer divide the chur- 
ches, the theologians on the dialogue 
commission said. 

Elsewhere in ecumenism, the World 
Council of Churches held its sixth world 
assembly July 24-Aug. 10 in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Major concerns at the 
meeting were common Christian 
proclamation and witness and the use of the 
1982 Lima statement on baptism, Eucharist 
and ministry as a common basis for church 
unity. 

An ecumenical effort that did not fare so 
well was the U.S. National Council of 
Churches’ release of a new “inclusive 
language” lectionary that retranslates 
Scripture to reduce or eliminate ex- 
clusively masculine references to God and 
Christ. While some church officials and 
theologians enthusiastically welcomed the 
new lectionary, others sharply criticized it 
as both bad theology and bad Scripture 
scholarship. 

RELIGION MADE news in the world of 
art with the year-long exhibit in the United 
States of ‘‘The Vatican Collections: The 
Papacy and Art,” a collection of 237 works 
of art from the Vatican. It was shown in 
New York, Chicago and San Francisco. 

Another year-long Vatican event in the 

news in 1983 was the special Holy Year of 
the Redemption, inaugurated by Pope John 
Paul on March 25, 1983, and scheduled to 
close on Easter Sunday, April 22, 1984. 

In special ceremonies and weekly 
general audiences throughout the year, the 
pope stressed the significance of Christ’s 
redemption of humanity and humanity’s 
need for penance, conversion and recon- 
ciliation. 

The 1983 world Synod of Bishops in 
October also focused on those issues. 

A major concern of the synod was the 
decline in use of the sacrament of penance 
and in a sense of personal sin among 
Catholics in recent years. But the bishops 
also tackled the social dimensions of sin, 
reiterating the church’s commitment to 
denounce injustices and seek reconciliation 
in communities, nations and international 
relations. 

ADDRESSING THE need for recon- 
ciliation within the church, one of the 
synod’s concerns was the role of women in 
the church. 

That issue was frequently a topic of 
church news in 1983, and it had particular 
relevance in the United States, where it 
was also closely linked with tensions bet- 
ween the U.S. church and the Vatican. 

In September Pope John Paul brought 
the issue to the fore when he told a group of 
U.S. bishops visiting him that they should 
work to end all forms of discrimination 
against women in the church and in society 
but should withdraw all support for anyone 
seeking the ordination of women to the 
priesthood. The church’s bar against 
women priests is.not a matter of 
discrimination, the pope said. 

The role of women in the church was 
also an important element in one of the 
most widely publicized controversies in the 

  

U.S. Catholic Church in 1983. That was the 
Vatican’s order in May to Mercy Sister 
Agnes Mary Mansour to leave religious life 
if she would not give up her post as head of 
the Michigan state social services agency 
or publicly dissociate herself from its 
funding of welfare abortions. Ms. Mansour 
chose to be dispensed from her vows. 

In November the U.S. bishops 
preceded their annual fall meeting with a 
two-day workshop on women in the church, 
which about 100 of the nation’s prelates 
attended. During their meeting they agreed 
unanimously to undertake a pastoral letter 
confronting the controversial questions of 
women in the church and in society. 

The willingness of the bishops to con- 
front tough public controversies head-on, 
as they had done in their war and peace 
pastoral, was also indicated in a progress 
report on their planned pastoral letter on 
the American economy and Catholic social 
teaching. 

Recognizing the impact that the 
proposed pastoral could have on the 
discussion of American political issues, 
Archbishop Rembert Weakland of 
Milwaukee, head of the letter’s drafting 
committee, announced that publication of 
the first draft of the pastoral would be 
delayed until after the 1984 presidential 
elections in order to prevent partisan use of 
it to influence the elections. 

The papally mandated study of U.S. 
Religious by the nation’s bishops put the 
U.S. hierarchy on the front lines of another 
controversy. During the bishops’ meeting 
Archbishop John Quinn of San Francisco, 
named by the pope last June to head the 
commission guiding the study, cast the 
project in terms of a call to the bishops to 
engage in dialogue with Religious and be of 
pastoral service to them. 

HE REPUDIATED any ‘‘fun- 
damentalistic’’ interpretation of the 
Vatican d ts on the study that would   
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Now Leasing 
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view it as a Vatican crackdown on 
Religious—an interpretation that had 
evoked strong concern among many 
Religious but was being promoted by 
American Catholic conservatives. The 
study was also linked with the issue of 
women in the church, as it was widely 
perceived to be directed chiefly at concerns 
about women Religious. 

The study of Religious was but one of 
many events during the year that were 
played up in the media as indicative of 
conflicts between the U.S. church and the 
Vatican. 

But Archbishop John Roach of St. Paul- 
Minneapolis, ending a three-year term as 
president of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, cast the tensions in a 

different light during the bishops’ fall 
meeting. He suggested that the Vatican 
was paying greater attention to the U.S. 

church because of its ‘exceptional in- 
fluence ... on the church in other coun- 
tries.” 

The tensions, he said, are ‘‘the growing 
pains in a maturing relationship” in which 
the U.S. bishops are taking an increasingly 
active collegial role in the guidance and 
governance of the church. 

THE PAST YEAR marked significant 

transitions for a number of prominent 
religious figures. 

On Feb. 2 Archbishop Joseph Bernardin 
of Chicago, already emerging as one of the 
leading U.S. church figures of the 80s 
because of his appointment the previous 
year as archbishop of Chicago and his 
central role in drafting the bishops’ war 
and peace pastoral, became the first U.S. 

bishop since 1976 to be elevated to the 
College of Cardinals. 

The deaths of Cardinals Humberto 
Medeiros of Boston Sept. 17 and Terence 
Cooke of New York Oct. 6—leaving only) 

three active cardinals in the United States, 
with two of them approaching retirement 
age within the next two years—heightened| 
the sense that 1983 marked the beginning of 
a major transition in American church} 

leadership. 
Cardinal Medeiros, 67, archbishop ot 

Boston since 1970, died after undergoing a 
six-hour triple bypass operation 

Cardinal Cooke, 62, head of the Ne 

York Archdiocese and the U.S. Milita 
Vicariate since 1968, died of acu 
leukemia. His serene approach to death i 
his final months provoked wide admiration. 

Another leading cardinal who di 
during the year was Australian Cardinal 
James Robert Knox, 69, president of th 
Pontifical Council for the Family an 
former prefect of the Vatican Congregatio 
for the Sacraments and Divine Worship; 

In May Cardinal Raul Silva Henriquez, 
head of the Archdiocese of Santiago, Chile, 
for 22 years, retired at the age of 75. Car: 
dinal Silva was internationally known fo 
years as the leading defender of hum: 
rights under Chile’s military government. 

In the United States, religious leader: 
were caught by surprise Nov. 15 whe 
United Methodist Bishop James Armstron, 
abruptly announced his resignation a: 
president of the National Council o| 
Churches, citing personal and famil 
reasons. 

The National Conference of Catholi 
Bishops saw a less dramatic transition i 
leadership as Archbishop Roach complete 
his term as NCCB president and thi 
bishops elected Bishop James Malone ot 
Youngstown, Ohio, NCCB vice presiden' 
for the past three years, as their ne 
leader. 

For Pope John Paul, Oct. 16 marked thi 
end of his first five years as pope 

(Research contributors to this story w 
Barbara Fraze and other members of the N 
News staff.) 
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Those who have left everything 

“May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.” 

INVITATION FROM THE CHANNEL OF PEACE TO CELEBRATE 

A Charismatic Mass 

Word given to you, the Good News. 

(I Peter 1:24-25) 

THE MONTHLY CHARISMATIC MASS 

WILL BE HELD ON NEW YEAR’S EVE AT: 

DATE: December 31, 1983 
Fellowship — 8:00 PM 

Prayer, Praise & Mass — 10:00 PM 

Celebrant — Fr. James D. Moriarty 

For Further Information Contact: 

Catholic Charismatic Community Center 
Phone: 848-8000 phone courtesy of Ambassacor Leasing) 

or. 1:3) 
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Christmas thoughts turn 
to the past as much 

as to the present today 
by Fr. DAVID K. O’ROURKE, 6.P. 

I think of Christmas and my thoughts 
turn as much to the past as to the present. 
For me, as for many others, the holidays 
are a time of memories. 

Today, a beautiful day, with the first 
frosts of winter silvering the golden 
California hills in which I live, my mind 
keeps drifting back to to my first Christmas 
as a priest. 

Twenty-one years ago I spent Christmas 
Eve on the sidelines in an intensive-care 
unit, watching helplessly as a medical 
team fought to save the life of a child. The 
young daughter of friends, she had 
scampered out into the street, into the path 
of a car. 

The doctors did what they could. Now 
she lay there completely wrapped in 
bandages. 

I stayed there as long as I could. But 
before midnight I had to leave because I 
had a church full of people waiting for 
Midnight Mass. She died not long after. As 
so many others were celebrating the birth 
of Christ, my friends lost their baby. 

An inappropriate and disconcerting 
image at this time of year? For me it 
certainly is, for I love Christmas and its 
celebrations. My friends only half-jokingly 
accuse me of having an absolutely 
Dickensian attitude during the holidays as 
they watch me garland the church, arrange 
Parties and cook up one dinner after 
another. 

No subsurface drear in these quarters, 
Christmas always has been my favorite 
time of year. Yet this image from the past 
remains with me, even to the details of 

SS Se 
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faces and dress. The first impressions of an 
impressionable and newly ordained priest? 
Perhaps. But this image also remains 
because of its challenge. 

At Christmas we recall the birth of 
Jesus 2,000 years ago. The nativity story 
appeals to us, I suspect, because it 
celebrates something so simple, and so 
common to all human history. In this 
celebration of birth, and the realization of 
our hope that life will continue, we also can 
reaffirm our belief that all life, even when 
begun under painful circumstances, is 
special. This nativity scene is something 
we can all understand. 

But it marks only the beginning. And 
this is where the challenge comes in. What 
is ultimately so special about this birth is 
its purpose. The purpose comes to the fore 
not so much at the birth of Jesus as at his 
death and resurrection. We Christians 
celebrate Christmas so joyfully because we 
know who is being born, and why, and 
where that birth leads us all. 

Because of that knowledge we do not 
have to narrow our view of Christmas to the 
celebrations, the happy memories, the 
good feelings. When we think of Christmas 
we can extend our view to all of our lives, to 
include the situations that just don’t fit, and 
to the experiences that left us reeling. I can 
think of little Sarah’s death on that 
Christmas many years ago, before her life 
had even really begun, and we can, each of 
us, make our own personal additions to the 
list of events that don’t make sense. 

We can fill out this picture without being 
overwhelmed by it. We are sustained by a 
gift of purpose which comes to us in the 
birth of Christ. 

~.  S 
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aFFIRMATION—At Christmas we recall the birth of Jesus 2,000 years ago. ‘The nativity 
appeals to us,” Father David K. O’Rourke writes, “because it celebrates something so 
simple, and so common to all human history. In this celebration of birth, and the realization 
of our hope that life will continue, we also can reaffirm our belief that all life, even when 
begun under painful circumstances, is special.” (NC photo by Bob Taylor) 
  

That knowledge of life’s purpose which 
we celebrate at Christmas goes by another 
name. It is called faith. 

As St. Paul tells us it is not a knowledge 
based on our vision of what we can touch 
and test, but a knowledge of things unseen. 
We believe not because we can see and 
prove it, but because God has spoken to us. 

What has God spoken? A word. A word 
of comfort, and hope and salvation. And 
God spoke not just a word, but ‘“‘the” word. 
As St. John writes in the prologue to his 

Gospel, in his own way of describing that 
first Christmas: ‘And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us and we saw his 
glory.” This word became flesh in the 
person of Jesus of Nazareth. 

It is faith, a faith which tells us that the 
child born 2,000 years ago truly was the 
eternal word of God become human like us, 
that gives our celebration of Christmas the 
quality it has. 

For it is that birth that gives our lives 
their hope and their purpose. 

  

Christmas: the festive time when 
people take time out from ordinary 
concerns 

Yet Christmas can be a time of 
bittersweet memories too, as 
Dominican Father David K. O’Rourke 
indicates. He points to the meaning in 
Christmas—the purpose the birth of 
Jesus points to. With that purpose in 
mind, Christians can associate all of 
life with this festival, even the painful 
parts. Father O’Rourke is on the staff 
of the Family Life Office in the Diocese 
of Oakland, Calif. 

Suzanne Elsesser tells the story of a 
visit in the Holy Land. There, in the 
heat of summer, she began to see the 
meaning of the peace of Christmas and 

1. Do you have any Christmas 
traditions from your own family that 
are kept from year to year? What are 
they? 

2. What Christmas do you 
remember as the best for you? Why? 

3. Most people want Christmas to 
be a happy time. But on Christmas, as 
on other days, there is poverty, there 

“A Parade of Saints,” by Mark 
Twomey. This children’s book includes 
short readable biographies of about 50 
saints, a glossary of terms and a listing 

liturgical year. The illustrations by 
Brother Placid Stuckenschneider 
make it a most attractive gift. (1983. 
The Liturgical Press, Collegeville,   

Christmas: the festive time 

Discussion 

Resources for readers 

of saints month by month through the . 

its gifts. Ms. Elsesser is on the staff of 
a South Bronx pastoral center. 

Katharine Bird turns to historical 
fiction this week and offers a story 
about how Dec. 25 came to be the date 
for Christmas. It happened“centuries 
ago when Christianity was on the 
ascendancy in the Roman Empire. 
Dec. 25, we find, was a pagan feast of 
the sun. Now Jesus becomes the ‘‘sun 
of justice,” as his birth is celebrated. 

And Father John Castelot discusses 
Scripture’s Christmas people of prayer 
this week. Luke’s Gospel is sometimes 
called the Gospel of Prayer, he writes. 
Even the angels pray in Luke’s 
opening chapters. 

questions 
are wars, there are human needs. How 
should these realities influence the 
Christian community at Christmas? 

4. What is the real meaning behind 
Christmas gift giving, in your opinion? 

5. On Christmas, religious leaders 

often preach on peace. Is there 
anything people in communities like 
your own can do to promote peace, to 
be peacemakers? 

“The Life and Words of Jesus,” 
compiled by Pat Alexander. The book 
is lavishly illustrated with color 
photographs of the Holy Land which 
help bring the meaning of the biblical 
texts home to readers. (1983. Harper 
and Row, 1700 Montgomery St., San 

Francisco, Calif., 94111. $10.95.) ot     
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by SUZANNE ELSESSER 

“Are Sarah’s legs long enough for a two- 

wheeler this year?” 

“Jerry always thanks us a lot for the 

flannel shirts we give him, but I don’t think 

I've ever seen one on him.” 

‘“Pop-pop’s tough. Are there any tools he 

doesn’t have for his garden?” 

“How late are the stores open this year? 

Do you think we could eat early so Icanrun 

out after supper?” 

“[’m not sure just how far this Christ- 

mas Club money is going to go. I hate 

spending so much, but Christmas is 

Christmas and you've got to do it. Par- 

ticularly for the kids.” 

I worked once with a Benedictine sister 

who was surprised when I told her how 

much work Christmas was for me: the 

presents, the endless shopping, the 

decorations, the multitude of errands, the 

children’s stockings, the cards and the tree. 

Her preparation was one of prayer and 

peace. I envied her ability to avoid the 

frantic rush and focus on the importance of 

the season. 
Last summer I was fortunate to ex- 

perience some of that peace and reflect on 

the true gifts that my sister friend knows so 

well during a trip to the Holy Land. In 

celebrating future Christmases, I hope to 

retain some of the lessons I learned then. 

I journeyed to the Holy Land with staff 

members from the South Bronx Pastoral 

  
Center where I work. There, in the middle 

of July, we gathered for Mass in the area of 

Bethlehem. 

PILGRIMAGE—A procession, which had left Jerusalem on foot at 

noon on Christmas Eve, moves through the courtyard of the 4th 

century Basilica of the Nativity into Manger Square. Suzanne 

cd teri 

The early morning temperature already 

had reached the mid-90s as we looked over 

the stone-covered, barren fields outside 

Bethlehem where the gospel writers say 

the angel announced Jesus’ birth to the 

shepherds. The scene was very beautiful 

with its fields and gentle, beige-colored 

hills. In a valley a few shepherd boys with 

large sticks as crooks could be seen 

escorting their flocks into the fields for the 

day. 

Leaving that scene behind, we went into 

a large cave that had been made into a 

chapel for visiting pilgrims. Immediately, 

the temperature was at least 20 degrees 

cooler. The cave was, as it had been in the 

time of Jesus, a refuge from the intense 

daytime heat or the deep night cold that 

comes in desert lands. 

Our small group from New York 

gathered on each side of a simple stone 

altar and there, in the middle of summer, 

began our celebration by singing “O Little 

Town of Bethlehem” and ‘Hark the Herald 

Angels Sing.” We smiled across the chapel 

at each other. How funny to be singing 

Christmas carols in July. How lovely to be 

singing them in Bethlehem. 

Father Octavio, a member.of our group, 

recalled God’s gift of the son and invited 

each of us to recall other gifts we have 

received. 

“How fortunate I am to have received 

the gift of religious life,” said Sister 

Joanne, a director of religious education ia 

a South Bronx parish. 

, Decemper 23, 190d 

“J will always be grateful for the gift of 

health and education,” reflected Nora. 

“and I for the joy of living,” said 

someone else. 
We all prayed. We all were thankful. We 

remembered the gifts of caring parents, 

children who brought immense pleasure, 

friends we could talk with, a faith and 

  

We need to focus on aifts of true importance 
church that united us with each other and 

with so many others, and prayer that 

brings God closer. 
No one said a thing about the other kinds 

of gifts that can preoccupy us at Christmas. 

God gave us that day a lovely occasion on 

which we could speak of and celebrate the 

gifts of true importance. 
eee ——— 

How do we know dat 

of Christ’s birth? 
by KATHARINE BIRD 

(Little is known in detail about the 

establishment of Dec. 25 as the date to 

celebrate the birth of Christ. The following 

story is a fictional account based on 

history.) 

Once again the winter solstice draws 

near. In the manner of old men who like to 

reminisce, my mind turns back to some 

stupendous events that occurred more than 

40 years ago. 

Let me identify myself so that you may 

know my credentials. I am Hilary, a 

Christian priest, who for a brief glorious 

time served as the confidential secretary to 

Bishop Hosius of Cordova. He was the 

ecclesiastical adviser to Constantine, 

mighty emperor of the Roman Empire. 

To me fell the awesome task of recor- 

ding Constantine's efforts to bring the 

  
Elsesser recalls her pilgrimage to Bethlehem and the Christmas 

gifts she and her companions had received. (NC photo) 

worship of the one true God into the empire 

on an equal footing with the pagan gods. 

With Hosius and other advisers, I heard 

what Constantine said as he explored ways 

of christianizing some of the pagan 

festivals. 
A perfect case in point was his effort to 

establish Dec. 25 as the date to remember 

the birth of the Lord Jesus. If I remember 

correctly this happened early in the 330s, 

for Constantine died in the year 337. 

Our task was difficult. For the Romans 

traditionally celebrated two separate 

pagan festivals during December. 

The first was the Saturnalia, beginning 

Dec. 17 and often celebrated for seven 

consecutive days. It was without doubt the 

gayest and wildest feast of the empire. 

Primarily an agricultural festival, it was 

dedicated to Saturn, the god of seeds. 

Roman people always celebrated the 

Saturnalia with exuberant spirits. Law 

courts closed and all business, even war, 

was suspended for the days of merry- 

making. Temples were decked out with 

greenery and flowers. People danced and 

gambled and sang in the streets of Rome. 

Often they chose a mock king to reign. 

Revelers gaily exchanged seasons’ 

greetings and often small gifts as well— 

gifts of wax candles and little clay dolls. 

The second pagan festival was the 

ancient feast of the Unconquered Sun. This 

Dec. 25 celebration honored the birth of 

Mithra, the Iranian sun god, the giver of 

light and warmth. This mighty feast 

signaled the new birth of the sun at the 

winter solstice, the time when sunlight 

begins again to drive away the powers of 

darkness. 

Both festivals featured fires and light— 

the eternal symbols of warmth and lasting 

life. 

In all truth, we Christians had to 

struggle to find an alternative to those 

popular feasts. But finally it occurred to us 

that much symbolism surrounding the 

feasts also fit with the birth of Christ. Take 

the symbolism of light attached to the 

Unconquered Sun, for instance. For 

Christians this applies very naturally to 

Christ. 

Therefore, with Constantine's approval, 

plans were advanced for a festival to 

celebrate Jesus’ birth Lec. 25. And in 

planning the first Christ-Masses, we 

combed the sacred readings for the kinds of 

passages which might appeal to Romans 

accustomed to the pagan winter festivals. 

And we found them! Passages that 

spoke of Christ as the rising sun, the light of 

lights, the one and only true sun of 

righteousness. With the prophet, Malachi, 

we praised Christ as the sun of justice and 

the only true light of Lhe world. We spoke of 

Jesus’ birth as the inauguration of a new 

age bringing eternal light to human beings. 

How well did we succeed? I don’t know. 

Especially now in this dark time of tran- 

sition in the empire, it is by no means clear 

what the final outcome will be. 

But clearly a start has been made. As 

proof, let me mention my most precious 

possession—an exact copy of the first 

Christian calendar. The sumptuously 

decorated Philocalian calendar was given 

to Valentius, a Christian, on New Year's 

day in the year 354. It contains the oldest 

list of feasts in the Christian world. Com- 

piled in 336, it lists Dec. 25 as the date to 

honor the birth of Jesus for the church in 

Rome. 

In the decades to come, is it too much to 

hope that all Christian churches will follow 

our example?
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Luke’s gospel filled 

with all kinds of prayer 

people who don’t dare take God at his word, 
Zechariah asks for some guarantee. ‘‘How 

can I know this? I am an old man; my wife 
too is advanced in age.’ (Luke 1:18) 

He gets a sign, a guarantee. But it is not 
a pleasant one. He will lose his power of 
speech until the child is born. 

When God speaks to us in prayer, it is 
by Fr. JOHN J. CASTELOT 

Luke’s Gospel sometimes is called the 
Gospel of Prayer. It is not surprising, then, 

that his Christmas story is filled with all 
kinds of prayer. 

It opens with Zechariah, future father of 
John the baptizer. Zechariah is exercising 

! 
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his priestly functions in the temple. But into 
this liturgical setting Luke places a per- 
sonal kind of prayer: a joyful yet troubled 

dialogue with a messenger of God. 

The old man receives the incredibly 

joyful news that he and Elizabeta, likewise 
aged and also sterile, will have a son. This 

is almost too good to be true. Like so many 
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wise to listen. 

Paralleling that scene, Luke composed 
the theologically rich dialogue between 

Mary and the same divine messenger. 
Mary is ‘deeply troubled’’ by the 
messenger Gabriel’s words. (1:29) This 

time, however, Gabriel proceeds to 

reassure her that she has nothing to fear. 

Then, with words borrowed largely from 
Nathan’s great oracle to David in the Old 
Testament (2 Samuel 7:12), Luke describes 

the surpassing greatness of her son-to-be. 

Mary’s final words are a_ perfect 
prayer: ‘‘I am the servant of the Lord. Let 
it be done to me as you say.” (1:38) They 
sum up her attitude as the first model 
disciple, who hears the word of God and 

keeps it. Even though she doesn’t com- 
prehend what God wants of her, Mary 

anticipates the prayer which her son will 
say years later in a dark garden: ‘“‘Not my 
will but yours be done.”’ (22:42) 

Magnificat, is a further expression of a 
disciple who humbly acknowledges her 

lowliness and pours out heartfelt gratitude 
for God’s gracious favors: ‘‘My being 

proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my 

spirit finds joy in God my savior.” 
As the Magnificat continues, it ex- 

presses what Luke demonstrates 
throughout the Gospel: 
concern for the lowly and poor of the earth. 
This concern is manifested in the humanity 

of God’s son. 

Zechariah’s canticle also, the 
Benedictus, is an enthusiastic cry of 

gratitude for God’s faithfulness to his 

promises in raising up a mighty savior, 

whose way will be prepared by his own son, 
John. ‘Blessed be the Lord the God of 

Israel because he has visited and ransomed 
his people.” 

But not only people pray as Luke’s 

Gospel begins. The angels too praise God 

for initiating his reign of peace 

And when the infant Jesus is presented 
in the temple, the aged Simeon gives voice 

to yet another canticle. He thanks God for 
allowing him to see his “saving deed 

displayed for all the peoples to see.” (2:31). 

Then Simeon proclaims: Jesus will be 
“a revealing light to the gentiles, the glory 

God’s tender 
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Savior makes humble entrance into the world 
by JANAAN MANTERNACH 

Joseph ran home. ‘Mary, did you hear the news? Caesar 

is taking a census of the whole world. We have to go to 

Bethlehem to register!” 

Mary was excited by Joseph’s news. But she also was 

concerned. ‘‘Joseph,” she said, ‘Bethlehem is a long way 

from Nazareth. We'll have to walk the whole way. I wonder 

if Lcan doit.” 
Mary was pregnant. She was going to have a baby very 

soon. Bethlehem was about 90 miles from Nazareth. That’sa 

long walk. 
“We have to go, Mary,”’ Joseph said. “Maybe someone 

will let you ride part of the way on their donkey.”” 

A few days later Mary and Joseph left Nazareth. Many 

friends and neighbors went at the same time. They walked 

for several days. Friends let Mary ride much of the way. 

By the time they got to Bethlehem, Mary was very tired. 

It was evening. Joseph began to look for a place to stay. But 

all the places for travelers were filled. There was no room in 

the whole city. 
“What are we going to do, Joseph?” Mary asked. ‘We 

need a place. The baby will be born very soon.” 

Joseph knocked at another door. A man opened it and 

looked at Mary. He could see she needed a place to lie down. 

“Our house is full,” he said kindly. “But you need some 

place to rest. Use my stable. It is warm. There is plenty of 

straw to lie on.” 
Joseph thanked the man. He led Mary to the stable, and 

helped her find a comfortable place to lie down. 

That night Mary became a mother. She gave birth to a 

baby boy. She and Joseph wrapped the baby in swaddling 

clothes. They held the baby ciose and kissed him. Joseph 

spread a blanket over the straw in a manger where cattle 

ate. They hugged each other and were very happy. 

Not far away in the fields shepherds were keeping watch 

over their sheep. All at once an angel of God stood before 

them. They were terrified. 

“Don’t be afraid,” the angel said. “I have good news for 

you. What I have to tell you will bring joy to the whole 

people. Tonight in Bethlehem a savior has been born, the 

Messiah and Lord. Here is how you'll recognize him. You 

will find a baby lying in a manger and wrapped in swaddling 

clothes.” 

Just then other angels of the Lord appeared. They 

praised God and sang: “Glory to God in highest heaven. 

Peace on earth to all God’s friends.” 
the 

in the Christmas pageant. In this memorable Christmas 

story, a big snow storm comes up and it doesn’t seem as 

though anyone will be able to get to the pageant. Travelers, 

caught in the storm, wind up at Jamie’s home and are taken 

in and helped. (Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 383 Madison 

Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017. 1965. Hardback, $3.50). 
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A CHILD IS BORN—That night Mary gave birth to a baby 

boy. She and Joseph wrapped the baby in swaddling 

    
Another story that reveals the mystery and power of 

Christmas is ‘A Good and Perfect Gift,” by Drew 

Bacigalupa. (Our Sunday Visitor, Noll Plaza, Huntington, 

Ind. 46750. 1978. Hardback, $4.95). 
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clothes. They hugged each other and were very happy. 

(NC sketch by Beryl E. Newman) 
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Then they were gone. “Let’s go over to Bethleh 

shepherds said to one another. “Let's find that baby.” 

They went quickly to the city. They found Mary and 

Joseph in the stable. They saw the baby lying in the manger. 

They praised God for what they heard and saw, and told 

everyone the good news that the savior had been born in 

Bethlehem 

Questions: 

1. What would you have done if Joseph had come to your 

door and asked for a room? 

2. What can children do in their homes to make Christ- 

mas a better celebration? 

Children’s Reading Corner 

In “A Certain Small Shepherd,” by Rebecca Caudill, 

Jamie is a mute child who has the coveted role of a shepherd 

| 
  

  
Rainbow Falls in New York’s Adirondack Mountains 

leaves a frozen formation as it awaits the spring thaw.   
| 

| 

| 

| FROZEN WHITE—Like a formation of stalagmites, 
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by Fr. ROBERT SHERRY 

iristmas so sparks a_ child's 

sination that almost any miracle seems 

ible. If a jolly, white-bearded old man 

squeeze through a chimney in the 

{le of a starry, snowy night, then even 

‘ould come to earth in the likeness of a 
newborn infant 

hristmas lights up one’s dreams. Stars 
merge and wink in highest heaven, regal 

magi camel across countries, angels 

rejoice. The long-awaited one has come. 
his night brings presents and presence. 

We want it all to last, as we want our 
dreams to last. 

Our friends helped us to recover when 
the dreams we centered around Santa 
Claus dissolved. But we need leaders to 
bolster more adult dreams. 

We need the friend who says, ‘Don’t 
quit now. When you lose your dreain, 
you're dead.” 

At the Christmas liturgy, the priest is 

amazed at the increased number of people 
he sees. People, young and less young, 
come to dream of what new heavenly gift 
will brighten their eyes this year. A priest 
longs to renew the ageless hope in all 
People, both by his presence and by God’s 
word. 

The priest dreams too. Christmas 
reveals a perennial hope. He feels the 
tension between what we have and what we 
want, between what is real and what can 

some true tomorrow. He always hungers 
or more—more peace, more joy, more 
jasting love. 

Each time a new priest is assigned to a 
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Miracles made possible 
this time of year 

through imaginations 
parish, people hope with a Christmas hope 
that he will resemble the Messiah in 
thought, word and lifestyle. But few priests 

image the loftiness of the Christ; some 

never come close. Few can capture or 

translate the awe and simplicity of the 
Christmas story. Christmas imagery can 
leave any dreamer winded. 

The miracle of Christmas is that God 
sent his son. The miracle of a priest’s new 
assignment is that someone has come 
again to witness openly to the light of the 
world. The priest is not the light but, like 
others, tries to witness to the light. 

This new age cries out for new Christ- 
mas people—ministers who can take the 
best of the past and reflect it; sift the best 
of the present and promote it; gaze into the 
future and create it. 

» _ The priest strives to resurrect the ghost 
of Christmas past: 

—when the whole world was at peace; 
—when the family unit traveled 

together; 
—when a mother carried her child over 

rocky roads to full term; 
—when people were content with 

lodging rather than a lodging full of con- 
tents; 

—when people were humble as 
shepherds before God; 

—when wise men knew that God was 
God and they were not; 

—when people lay down their lives for 
their friends. 

The priest at Christmas knows the 
present is not the past. He knows some of 
the’ present is clouded in confusion and 
darkness. But he also knows if we lose our 
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Season's Greetings 

Sheriff James L. Wells 

Indiana 
Dan Casey & Sons 

3447 Shelby Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46227 

Phone: 784-4458           

dreams, we grope in dead darkness too. 
Christ as high priest inspired dreams. 

He inspired hearts and imagination by 
preaching that the kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed, a banquet, a widow, a 
king—images that excited folks because 
they lived the images he preached. 

Christmas for a priest is a display of 

  

ELECTRO-ART—Eleven new electro-art sculptures depicting-the theme ‘Journey to 
Bethlehem” have been added to the 14th annual Way of Lights display at the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows near Belleville, Ill. More than 125,000 lights are spread 
over a mile and a half route to illuminate the display which will continue until Jan. 8. (NC photo) 

hope fulfilled and love made flesh. For the 
priest, too, Christmas is a mustard seed of 

hope blossoming into a great tree of lights; 
a banquet of gifts anxious to be consumed; 
a widow singularly finding room for all 
strangers coming to the inn; a caring king 
now serving people by bringing light to the 

hopes and the dreams in the hearts of all. 

‘Good old Mom’ made 
the holidays better 

by CELESTE KEARNEY 

It was going to be a wonderful Christ- 
mas. Everyone was coming home. We 
would all be together for the holidays. 

One by one, the children had left home to 

go to college and then to work. It had been 
nice this past year, my husband and I alone 
in the house. But I couldn’t imagine 
Christmas with just the two of us. So 
Christmas presents were flights home, 
from as far away as Hawaii. 

I made lists of things to do, activities to 
schedule, meals to plan, items to buy. It 
was exciting and sort of like the old days. 
The shelves in the kitchen filled up, 
packages went under the bed and into the 
closet, bedrooms were opened and beds 
long empty received fresh sheets and 
blank Everything was going to be 
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perfect. 
One by one, I collected them from the 

airport. But very soon I was aware of 
feeling unsettled and tense in my own 
house. Unexplainable anger simmered 
beneath my smiles and chatter. 

The holidays unfolded in a beehive of 
activity. Finally they started to leave, and 
as I made the trips back to the airport, I felt 
myself sighing with relief. 

Acloud of guilt hung over me. What kind 

of a mother was I, anyway? Didn’t I love 
my children? 

Then I realized what I had done. When 
they were away, I trusted my children to 

lead their own lives, feed themselves, clean 
up after themselves. When they came 

home, I took over all that, telling myself 

that they were on vacation. I set things up 
so they were just like the old days 

Then I realized I really was angry with 
myself. I had not recognized that I had 
changed, and’so had the children. Next 

Christmas would be different, I decided 
The following year, as I drove each one 

home from the airport, I said, ‘‘I’in so glad 
you're home. This is a vacation for you. I'd 

like it to be a vacation for me, a happy time 
for us all. 

“Treally like to prepare meals for us all, 

but when I do, I'd like you to clean up. Once 

in a while I'd like you to cook. When you do, 
I'll clean up.” And we discussed ways to 
share some of the other chores as well 
“This way we can spend more tir 
together,” I said. 

The answers were immediate, clear and 
simple. “Right on, Mom. Of course we'll do 
that.” 

It worked. It wasn’t easy for me at first. 

Often I'd go to bed before them, closing my 
eyes to a kitchen still a mess from dinner. 
But never once did I come down in the 
morning to dirty dishes. 

I scheduled a date with each of the four 
of them, a time and place and activity when 
just the two of us would be together, away 

from the hustle, bustle and competitive 
conversations of a family of six. Those 
were precious times for me and for each of 

them as we shared ourselves adult to adult 
I made sure I had some quic 

each day, somethirig I was very + vt 

to in their absence and found important 
Just as I asked them to respect my 
privacy, I respected theirs 

Christmas holidays have 
better since then. I'm so glad g 

doesn’t live here any more, an 
family is, too 
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Christians have waited to tel 
by GABE HUCK 

Like most other tribes, the Christian 
people have waited. We have waited, and 
called those waiting days “Advent.” 

We have waited to tell the stories and 
Sing the songs and pray the prayers. We 
have waited to put into word and melody 
and procession all that we want to stake our 
tives on: this place, this earth, this flesh 
God's dwelling place 

Before there were 

    

theologies for 
stmas, there were stories. Around the 
*s there came to be festivity 

The stories were not histories or 
documentaries. They were tales told about 
a birth by people who had to see everything 
through the other end of life, the death in 
which Jesus triumphed 

And so the people told of a woman from 
alled Mary who, as the poet 

Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote 

    

Galilee 

Ga God's infinity/Dwindled to in 
Welcome in womb and breast,/Birth, milk 

€ t 2 

  

There was a birth. There was the bur- 
sting of waters, pushing, cutting cord, 
fondly wrapping. There was parting at the 
beginning, as at every beginning. 

And not only, the stories tell, the blood of 
birth spilled, but other blood, the world’s 
most innocent blood in the death of the 
‘innocents. It is a true story being told, for 
that, we know, is the Way it goes, the way it 
went, the way it will go: We’ve all known 
kings like Herod. It's practically a 

juisite for the job: “Sure, somebody's 
+t hurt—a few lives lost, but isn’t 

hit?’ It comes with the territory 
But then consider how the medieval 

drama called ‘The Play of Herod’’ ends. 
We see the escape to Egypt, the hasty 
retreat of the magi, then the intrusion of the 
military into the village and, as the 
children are put to death, the biblical 
wailing of Rachel who would not be com- 
forted because her children are no more. 

But this is not the end of the play. Did 
the medieval authors somehow invent a 
happy ending? Nothing of the kind. The 
ending is not happy. It is a great mystery. 
For there is a “Te.Deum” sung: “We 
praise you, God, we confess you as Lord.” 

The greatest chant of praise and 
thanksgiving. This is sung by Mary and 
Joseph, processing through the audience. 
But they are joined in their song and 
procession by the animals and the angels, 
by the shepherds, by the lamenting Rachel 
and the parents of Bethlehem, and they are 
joined by the soldiers and their victims and 
by Herod. 

They all process and all sing praise. And 
we sing too, finding ourselves in the 
procession. 

Today we can’t imagine it. We take our 
Christmas with lots of sugar. And we take it 
in a day. Though we've been baptized into 
his death, we have little time for or 
patience with how that death is told at 
Christmas, a death that forever confuses 
lament and praise. And no wonder we are 
careful to keep Christmas at arm’s length. 
What is Herod in these times? 
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O the night of the weeping children!/O the night of the children branded for death/Sleep may not enter here /Yesterday mother still drew/Sleep toward them like a white moon Now blows the wind of dying,/Blows the S over the hair/That no one will comb 
ft   

again 

(From “O the Chimneys,” by Nelly 
Sachs (New York: Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux. ) 

Not about Bethlehem but about 
Auschwitz. Or maybe about any place the 
world’s Herods (include us in) have 
wandered. From the year's news of 1983: 
How many places, how many innocents? 

Where is that mystery in our Christmas, 
the mystery that is only the victorious 
ross? It is right there in the stories we tell, 

carols we sing, the gifts we give and 
ards we write, the time we take to process 

through the dozen days from Christmas to 
Epiphany, the many ways we have to 
whisper to one another that the days are 
numbered now for the world’s business as 
usual 

Somehow, some way, we are going to 
join hands and take the procession all over 
this earth 
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CHILD OF GOD—A Salvadoran mother in a Honduran refugee camp holds her child close as she ponders their uncertain future. 
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Reinhard) Her humble Surroundings might be akin to those of Mary and her 
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| stories, sing songs 
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child when she gave birth in the manger. (NC photo hy Rick 

Some TV programs you can watch this week Television programs are abounding 
during the Christmas holidays. Here are a 
few to watch: 

Saturday, Dec. 24, 11:30 p.m. (NBC)- 
Bishop Agnellus Andrew hosts a special 
report on the preparations for the 
Christmas midnight Mass from St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome. 

Saturday, Dec. 24, 12 midnight (NBC)— 
“Christmas Rome 1983” Pope John Paul IT 
celebrates the Christmas midnight Mass at 
St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. 

Sunday, Dec. 25, (ABC) “Directions” 
“Kalikimaka: Christmas in Hawaii.” a 
Christmas service from the Kawaiahao 
Church in Honolulu. (Please check local 
listings for exact time and station in your 
area.) 

Sunday, Dec. 25, (CBS) “For Our 
Times""—A musical tribute to Christmas 

  

with the CBS Orchestra conducted by the 
late Alfredo Antonini and soprano Veronica 
Tyler. (Please check local listings for exact 
time and station in your area. ) 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 10-11 p.t PBS) 
‘Christmas at Pops.” The Boston Pops 

Orchestra, conducted by John Williams, is 
Joined by the Tanglewood Festival Chorus 
for a concert of Christmas music that in- 
cludes an audience sing-along of traditional 
carols in a rebroadcast of last year's 
program. 

Monday, Dec. 26, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) “The 
Four Seasons.” Violin virtuoso Gidon 
Kremer and the English Chamber Or- 
chestra perform Antonio Vivaldi's classic 
concerti cycle, ‘The Four Seasons,” filmed 
in the 18th-century Bavarian monastery 
library of Polling, West Germany. 

Tuesday, Dec. 27, 9-10:30 p.m. (PBS) 
“Joint Custody: A New Kind of Famil 4 

  

    

By examining four different arrangements 

  

in which divorced or separated iples 
share equal responsibility for raising their 
children, this documentary vs the 
rewards and hardships of co-parentin 

Friday, Dec. 30, 9-9:30 I PBS 
Mark Russell Comedy Speciz \ round- 

up of Russell's best jokes jabs at 
Washington's _ politicians 1 the 
newspapers’ daily headlines a esented 

  

in this year-end review of topic: 

Sunday, Jan. 1, (ABC) “1 tions’ 
ABC News reports on the ma 
stories of 1983. (Please check local }i 
for exact time and station in your area 

Sunday, Jan. 1, (CBS) 
Times" —Jewish, Protestant and 
seminarians look at the issues and events 
challenging religion in America Please 
check local listings for exact time and 
station in your area. ) 
FRENTE 
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by BOB DYLAK 

It’s OK to give Christmas presents. 
About this time of year we may need 

that affirmation because some otherwise 
good and kindly people try to convince us 
that gift giving demeans the spirit of 
Christmas. That can happen, but it doesn’t 
have to. 

Love is the reason people do most of the 
things they do at Christmas time. And lots 
of us count on a gift to somehdw express our 

affections, because when it comes to ex- 
pressing love, our society is pretty 
primitive. 

A friend helped me put this into some 
perspective a few years ago as we shopped 
in a hardware store’ (they sell everything in 
some of those places). Last-minute 
shoppers were busily gathering games off 
the shelves. 

“What people are really buying is love,” 
he said. 

Aware that he had a rather dry sense of 
humor, I waited for a punch line. ‘‘How’s 
that?” I finally asked. 

“Most of those folks will never get 
around to playing those games with their 
kids. They know a lot of the games will be 
lost or broken a few. weeks after the 
holidays. But they see these things ad- 
vertised on television and the commercials 
show families playing games together. 

“Everybody's happy. Nobody’s fighting 
or shouting. The little kids aren’t accusing 
each other of cheating. Everybody wants 
that kind of family. They buy the games 
and hope their family will find that kind of 
instant happiness. 

The Criterion, December 23, 1983 

Love is the best gift but 
many of us don’t 

know how to wrap it up 
“But it’s a substitute for love. It’s not 

the real thing.” 
I thought awhile before answering. 
“Maybe it’s not so different. Sure, 

people want families to be fun. They want 
to be together and they want to be happy— 
especially at Christmas. That’s good.” 

In response to his shrug, I pointed out 
that just buying those kinds of things was 
an effort at communicating care. “They're 
saying, ‘This is what I hope for us. This is 
what I'd like.” 

It seemed to me that underneath all the 
wrapping and tinsel was a message that 
people were struggling to give. 

“There are people who think the whole 
idea is commercial. They don’t see any 
good in it. There are also people who 
measure the holiday in terms of the gifts 
they accumulate. They’re wrong—and 
they’re a minority.” 

You don’t have to give or get a gift at 
Christmas to know that you are loved. But 
it helps if you are able somehow to give one. 

Most of us know that Christmas is the 
best time to tell the people around us we 
love them. We don’t give that message 
often enough. 

You can’t possibly dump a sufficient 
amount of love on people—especially 
children—in a set time and expect it to last 
for days, weeks or months. That’s like 
setting aside five minutes for petting a 
puppy and wondering why it comes back 10 
minutes later. 

Loving is easier than explanations. 
That's why a lot of us give gifts. We want 

family, friends and neighbors to know that 
we care. The words we want to say 

    

  
LOVE IS—Rodney Fulton saunters down Pine Chapel Road in Hampton, Va., whistling a 
merry tune while carrying a gift for his grandmother. His pooch, Duchess, comes along to 
keep him company. Love is the reason people do most of the things they do at Chrisimas time 
and a gift is one way we try to express our love. (NC photo from UPI) 
  

somehow don’t fit together in our minds 
and sound strange in our mouths. 

The miracle of Christmas is that it 
makes us want very much to say them. 

So if you get my present, even if it’s 

tacky or the wrong size, it doesn’t matter. 
What I’m trying to give is some of myself. 

Love is truly the best thing each of us 
has to offer. A lot of us just don’t know 
exactly how to wrap it. 
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by MARK D. LOMBARD 
Snow is gently falling on the quiet ey the large Victorian house a yule log burns in the fireplace, 3 Off a glow that is the only light in the room. Three Senerations are gathered around the fire to share 

fruits and snacks and to reminisce of Christmas past. The house, simply decorated, is filled not with the sounds 
of tele vision, radio or video games, but with traditional 
Christmas music, singing and laughter. Does that Sound like the Perfect Christmas scene? 
Though the elements of one’s own “perfect” Christmas may 
differ many yearn, hope and pray fora holiday season that 
fosters closer family ties and deepened rituals—a Christmas 
like they’ve never had before 

The need becomes ever more heartfe’ to children who Seemingly parrot television advertisements 
promoting designer Jeans, GI Joe command posts, Masters 
of the Universe figures, video games, Dukes of Hazzard 
matchbox cars and Strawberry Shortcake. Faced with the desire to make this Christmas the 

ening scene. Inside 

It as parents listen 

hap- 
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ture readings from the sec 
infancy narratives.” 
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Luke describes the 

the appearance of 
the birth of Jesus in a manger. 

In all their details, the two authors were trying to present information that was more significant than biographical detail. Instead, they were trying to say something important 
about who Jesus was. 
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You might remember that God made From David's line would come the Messi The circumstances Surrounding the birth of Jesus are found in Matthew 1:18-25. This brief Passage contains most of the New Testament statements about Joseph. Chapter 2 of Matthew relates the coming of the magi— symbols of the gentile world—to see Jesus. Herod’s reaction to Jesus’ birth is also described. His intent, obviously, was to eliminate Jesus as soon 
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by RITA LESTER 
In those rare, fleeting moments of 

tender camaraderie, Jerry’s brothers call 
him Little Jerry. 

Little Jerry is 18. Years, not months. 
One-hundred-fifty pounds stretch tautly 
over his still growing six-foot frame. His 
hands are huge. His feet are more so. His 
hair is red, which he hates, and his eyes are 

sparkling blue, like—Remember in the 
Disney film, Snow White, when Dopey put 

the diamonds in his eyes? Like that. 
lhe name started when he was 2. Santa 

had left a birdie at our house that year. A 
yellow, singing canary. 

Mine,” Jerry claimed. 
No, no,” I gently admonished. ‘Santa 

left the birdie for all the boys. He brought 

you your very own Fisher Price mailbox. 

’ Santa left the birdie for everyone.” 

Mine,” he said. 
Joey, who was 5, named the bird Oliver, 

and was assigned the task of filling his 
water dish. Billy, tidy even at 4, sprinkled 

seed in his cup while Danny, 3, gleefully 
ripped up paper for the cage floor. 
Naturally, I got to clean it. The baby, 
Bobby, accompanied my mutterings with 
gurgles and coos. And Jerry? Jerry 
followed each of our appointed tasks with 
critical eye and loud voice. 

“Me do.” 
“You're too little, Jerry.” 

By mid-February I was the sole keeper 
of the bird. His funny trills and songs lured 
no one to his cage. Except Jerry. 

Every morning Jerry padded to the 
kitchen in his fuzzy blue sleepers, pushed 
his high chair to the counter and settled 
himself in front of the bird. He whispered to 
him, smiled at him, scolded him, hummed 
at him and then brought me the birdseed. 

‘Mine Buldie. Eat.” 

  

The Criterion, December 23, 1983 

Santa remembers Little 
Jerry and the time 

a little bird came to stay 
“His name is Oliver, honey. Can you say 

Oliver?” 
“Before spring the family had accepted 

the fact that Oliver, now called Buldie, 

belonged to Little Jerry. But he never did 
get big enough to feed the bird by himself. 
Buldie died when Jerry was 3. 

He refused all help with the burial. We 
watched as he dug the hole, placed the box 

inside, then decorated the grave with 

rocks. For weeks he spent the first half 
hour of each day sitting beside those rocks, 

whispering, humming and crying. 

We moved shortly after that so I don’t 
know if Jerry actually remembers Buldie. 

He says he does. But I suspect it’s because 
“Little Jerry and the Birdie’ was one of 
those ‘remember when” stories so often 
requested by the boys. One year we looked 
into the possibility of Santa bringing 

another canary. Prices had skyrocketed— 

Santa couldn’t afford it. 
The boys are all young men now. Joe is 

home on leave from the Army. Bill has just 
returned from California, Dan from 

Oklahoma, Jerry from his first semester at 

college. Bob is a senior in high school. 
The house is filled with rumbling voices, 

loud laughter and much back slapping. 
Last night we reminisced. It seemed to 
break the tension of trying to relate to one 
another on this new, independent, young- 
adult level. It ends with each of them telling 
of their adventures, misfortunes, 

disillusionments, hopes. 

Jerry, being the newest at facing the 
outside world, is the most confused, the 
most insecure, the most vulnerable. This 
morning he’s sitting at his desk upstairs 
working on a theme paper. I’m at the 
kitchen table writing this. And the boys? 

The boys are out shopping. They left 
right after lunch, right after they’d given 

    

  

  
  

                                    

        
  

BULDIE THE BIRD—It all started when Santa left a yellow, singing canary at our house, 

Rita Lester writes. The three older boys all were assigned tasks to help take care of the bird 

but Jerry, who was 2, was too little. The oldest boy, Joey, who was 5, named the bird Oliver 

but Jerry insisted the name was Buldie. (NC sketch by Betsy Jones) 

me a Christmas tag to hide. Right after 
they’d asked me how to spell Buldie. 

Jerry had wanted to go with them. 
“No way,” they’d said. ‘‘We’re out to 

pick up somethin’ neat for your dorm 
room.’ 

pos what?” 

“Who knows? somethin’ yello 

maybe.” 
I can feel the tag in my sweater pocketf 

now. I can feel its warmth. Its Christmag 
message. Its words, scrawled by brothers 

“Merry Christmas Little Jerry. Fro 

Santa. oe 

Austrians donate tree for Vatican square 
VATICAN CITY (NC)—A_ 50-foot 

Christmas tree, a gift from Austria’s 
Tyrolean region, arrived in St. Peter’s 
Square Dec.13. 

A giant crane helped position the tree 
beside the ancient Egyptian obelisk in the 
center of the square. At the same time 
workmen were constructing a large 
nativity scene with life-size wooden figures. 

This is the second year in a row that a 

nativity scene and a decorated Christmas 

tree have been placed in the square. 

Pope John Paul II began the practice in| 
1982. 

U.S. Archbishop Paul C. Marcinkus, 
propresident of the Pontifical Commission 
for Vatican City, welcomed the arrival of) 

the tree, which was hauled from Innsbruck, 

Austria, on a large truck. 
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A short story recalls 

aholiday past 
by KEVIN C. McDOWELL    “Wait here, please.” The nurse 

disappeared around a corner. A door 
opened and closed somewhere. I dutifully 
sat down and crossed my legs, decided that 
was too feminine, tried another way, found 

that too uncomfortable. Finally, I just 

planted my feet on the floor, placed my 
valise snugly by my chair and aimlessly 
drummed my knees. 

I don’t like nursing homes. They make 

me uncomfortable: neon lights, medicinal 

odors, curious sounds—all too antiseptic, a 

way-station for the hereafter. But my job 
requires me to come here when an estate’s 

affairs must be concluded. This was one 
such instance. 

There I sat, surrounded by neon, suf- 

focated by the slow smouldering of decay. 

Not far away was a small waiting room 
with round tables, magazine racks full of 

out-of-date and strange periodicals and 

those multi-colored fiberglass chairs that 
stack so nicely but are aesthetically of- 
fensive. There was also an elderly gen- 
tleman there, comfortably situated. Next to 

him, on one of those round tables, was a 
crib scene. 

Favoring discourse over my current 

situation, I made my way to the gen- 
tleman’s side. He maintained his position 
between me and the crib scene, an almost 

protective stance, I thought. 
There was nothing special about the 

nativity scene: the usual assortment of 
plaster characters, white showing through 
the chipped areas. An angel held a banner 
inscribed with ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo.” 
The animals were all of the same mold, 

save one, which was an amorphous blob of 

dried play-dough. that might have been a 
horse. Then again, it might have been a 
sheep . . . or a deer. It had four legs in any 
case. Evidently, it was a child’s creation, 

but no doubt treasured above the others. 

I TOOK MY seat. The old man held a 
cigarette in his hand, but judging from the 
gray smears in the all-weather carpet 
beneath his feet, he didn’t smoke much. 

From my vantage point, the smears looked 
like a bombing pattern. He nodded civilly, 
acknowledging my presence. He raised the 
cigarette to take a puff, then thought better 
of it, and then lowered it. Then he said, 

simply, ‘‘ Member.” 
(Member? Member of what?” I 

thought.) “‘Pardon me?” 
‘““’Member a time when there wasn’t 

shoppin’ centers, leastwise none like the 
Land of Oz like we have nowadays. 

*Member a time when Christmas was not so 
much hustle-bustle. Most of all, I member 
my friend Pat, andI miss ’im.”” 

He flicked off the ashes, decided there 
wasn’t enough left of the cigarette to worry 
about, so the butt followed the ashes on its 
bombing raid of the carpet. He folded his 
hands and glanced toward the nativity 
scene. 

“Pat was the best guy I ever met. 
Mostly, I thought he was a sucker. Used to 

call him ‘Pat-sy’ just for fun. Never ruffled 
his feathers, though. No siree Bob. They 
call his kind ‘sensitive’ now. He was just 
plain good-hearted to us.   

“EVERY YEAR we had to have a 
school play. Tradition, they said. Torture, I 
said. Pat was shy, so we were all surprised 
when we found out he had volunteered for 
the play—for a speaking part, no less. Ali 

he had to say was ‘There is no room for you 
at this inn.’ 

“Well, I mean to tell you, he practiced 

that line over and over, moved his mouth 
this way, flared his nostrils that way: 

The i O room for you at this inn’; 

tt a for YOU at THIS inn.’ And 

e was 
         

  

‘“‘Membering’ a time when Christmas was like ... 

  

“* ‘Not that,’ he said. ‘I can’t go through 
with this play. I can’t keep on turning those 
people away.’ 

“Those people,’ I said, ‘are acting, 
same as you.’ 

“* ‘Yeah,’ he allowed, ‘but it DID happen 
once. And it was wrong. I want to stop it. 
Now.’ And he would discuss it no further. 

“NOTHING MORE was said about it, so 
we figured he had gotten over his problem. 
But we weren’t sure, so we snuck into dress 
rehearsal. Got caught, but we convinced 
the teacher—Miss or Mrs. Something-or- 
Other, don’t remember—convinced her 
that an audience would make the rehearsal 
seem more real. So we stayed. 

“It came to Pat’s part. Mary and Joseph 
came riding up on a donkey—why is it the 
biggest kids in class always play beasts of 
burden?” 

I didn’t know. I didn’t think he wanted 
an answer. He went on. 

“Anyhow, they came to the inn and 
Joseph knocked. Pat menacingly poked his 
head out the door and critically studied the 
two. 

“Joseph humbly said, ‘Have you any 
room in your inn, sir; for my wife and I 
have traveled far and are in need of some 
rest.’ 

“I saw Pat’s surly face take on all sorts 
of contortions. We sat on the edges of our 
chairs and studied the scene intently. Pat 
finally smiled and—obviously overcome 

with his good-hearted ways—draped an 
arm over a somewhat bewildered and 
reluctant Joseph and half-dragged him into 
the inn, shouting, ‘Welcome! Welcome!’ 

“WELL, LET me tell you, Miss or Mrs. 
Something-or-Other jumped onto that stage 
witn fire in her eyes. She ran up to Pat, 
shook him fiercely, and said something to 
the effect that she would break every bone 
in his body if he ever pulled a stunt like that 
again. This was serious stuff, biblical and 
all that, et cetera. 

“Poor Pat. That teacher made him 
repeat that line over and over again, ad- 

ding more meanness to his voice as he 
went. Mary and Joseph got impatient and 

went home to do their homework. The 
donkey came and sat with us and watched 
Pat go through the wringer. 

“Pat was quiet all through school the 
next day, more so than usual. He mumbled 

a great deal. He didn’t normally do that 

  

remarks. This gave everybody a chance to 

get seate’ and was safer than switching 
the lights on and off. They didn’t work right 
as it was. 

“The gang was all there. There wasn’t a 
one of us with dry palms as Joseph and 
Mary—and the donkey—approached the 
inn. Our hearts: were in our throats as 
Joseph knocked on the door. Our eyes were 
half shut when Pat opened the door. 

“Pat popped his head out so fast he dang 
near scared Joseph half to death. Joseph 
regained his composure and went through 
his spiel about traveling, about his wife, 
how tired they were and could they stay. 

“T saw that characteristic droop come 
over Pat’s face, and for an agonizing 
moment or two, he said nothing. Then, 
puffing up his chest, he loudly proclaimed, 
‘There is NO room for YOU at THIS inn!’ 

“Joseph sadly shrugged his shoulders 
and began to turn away. But then Pat 
suddenly moved toward the couple, 
snagged both of them by their arms and 
added, ‘Sure, there’s no room, but that’s no 
reason why you can’t come in for a bit and 
have adrink.!’ 

“Pandemonium comes closest to 
describing what happened then. There was 
so much laughing going on in the audience, 
and any number of fathers were asking the 
mothers, ‘What happened? What’d he say?’ 
And poor Miss-or-Mrs. Something-or- 
Other. She didn’t laugh. She didn’t even get 

3 mad. She just flat bawled her eyes out. So 
much for the nativity play that year. 

“Well, I ‘member that night well. Af- 

terward, Pat was as excited as a new 

father. He jabbered all night long about 
how, after all those years, after all those 
plays, he had had a chance to change the 
record, at least for that brief moment. 

“T 'member his walking backwards in 
the snow, explaining to the gang how he 
felt. It was contagious. Can’t buy that. 
Pretty soon we were all feeling pretty good 

about it all. What a perfect gift—to give of 

oneself. And Pat did just that—gave of 
himself. Of course, he was going to have to 
give of his neck when school resumed and it 
was time to pay the piper. 

“But I'll never forget that night for as 
long as I live, and beyond. Makes me feel 
good all over again, even though the gang’s 
long since gone. When I see one of these 

crib sets, I 'member it all over again.” 
At that moment, the nurse reappeared 

from around the corner. “She'll see you 
now.”’ And just as suddenly, she was gone. 

“Thank you,” I said to the air where she 
had been. I stooped to gather my stuff. 

The old man looked wistfully at the 
nativity, and then smiled at me, eyes wide: 
“Member?” 

“Member,” I answered. 

And do. 
(McDowell, a Criterion correspondent and 

Indianapolis lawyer, is a member of Christ the 
King Parish.) 

  

Letters and packages greet 

lonely Marines in Lebanon 
by J. J. ZIPPERER 

MANITOWOC, Wis. (NC)—A mother 
whose son spent last Christmas in Lebanon 
assured some U.S. Marines stationed there 
of a little brighter holiday. 

Diane Schrnitt, a member of 

Manitowoc’s St. Andrew Parish, organized 
a drive to send letters and packages to the 
Marines. More than 300 boxes were shipped 
to New York, then to Lebanon, where they 
are expected to arrive in time for Christ- 
mas. 

Mrs. Schmitt said while her 20-year-old 
son, Randy, did not mind his tour of duty in 

e told her, ‘“Mom, it’s so lonely 

V in my ut ver 
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story, she said, donations began arriving 
from all over the state. 

Everyone who donated something was 
asked to enclose a letter for a Marine, said 
Mrs. Schmitt, who wrote letters for 
packages which did not have a note. 

Children at St. Gregory School in St. 
Nazianz, Wis., wrote letters and drew 

pictures for the Marines. 

“One student wrote, ‘Don’t come back 
dead,’’’ Mrs. Schmitt said, “and there 
were tears in my eyes when I read that.’ 

Some persons donated money, which 
Mrs. Schmitt used to buy items for tl 
shoe-box packages packe with 
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Many customs enhance 

Filipino family’s 
celebration of the season 

by SUSAN M. MICINSKI 

The customs of Christmas are many and 
diverse, and will often differ from country 
to country. We might sing about the twelve 
days of Christmas here, but ‘Christmas in 
the Philippines is celebrated for 22 days,” 
exclaimed Elvie Carandang, a native of the 
nation of islands who now lives in Green- 
wood but who still follows the Filipino 
traditions for Christmas and New Year's. 

Elvie, who was a pharmacist in the 

Philippines, and her husband Rudy, along 
with their five children who were born in 
the Philippines—Delle, Roel, Jojo, Roscel 
and Odie—have been celebrating the 
holiday season in the States since coming 

here in 1966, except in 1975 and 1980 when 
they visited their homeland. At that time 
they were at the University of Illinois at 

Champaign-Urbana where Rudy, who 
worked as an agriculturist in the Philip- 
pines, thought he’d complete his master’s 
degree 

“But he was late for enrollment,’’ ex- 

plained Mrs. Carandang. So instead, “he 
took the board exam for state plant 
pathologist in Indiana and Illinois, and 
passed both. He decided to take the job here 
since at the time I had a brother who was 
moving here.”’ 

Returning to Filipino Christmas 
traditions, the festivities begin with 
“people attending a novena of Masses, 

Simbang Gabi (Mass of the Rooster) at 
four o’clock in the morning on Dec. 16,” 
stated Elvie. Small neighborhood children 
will carol from house to house ‘‘just for 
fun,” while “adults and teenagers will do it 

for charities and clubs.” 

WHEN THE people get up for the early 
Mass, “‘it is dark and cold,” declared Mrs. 

Carandang. However, the ‘‘cold’’ does not 

fit our conjured-up images of ice and snow. 
“It’s cold enough just for a sweater,” she 
said. “It’s more like spring here in the 
States; you don’t have to wear a heavy 
coat.” 

On the way to church the Carandang 
family would see brightly colored lanterns 
hanging from windows in the homes of both 
rich and poor. According to Elvie, the 
lantern is made of a five-pointed star within 
a circle. “The framework is made of 
bamboo and covered by tissue paper— 
white, orange, blue—whatever color the 
family wants. They are lit from the inside 
by acandle or bulb.”” 

Mrs. Carandang, who works at Riley 
Hospital in the chief vital function 
laboratory, likened these holiday lanterns 
to the eastern star that helped point the 
way to Jesus’ birthplace. Of course, ‘‘we 
don’t hang the lanterns outside over here 
because of the snow,” she chuckled. 

Closer to the church stand vendors who 
sell some native delicacies—such as 
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MANTLE OF WHITE—The first snow of winter wraps its mantle around a statue of St 

| by John S, Gregg) 

coconut meat or milk and rice or sweet 
rice—cooked in many different ways. ‘We 
call these puto bumbong, suman, bibingka 
and sinukmani,” declared the laboratory 
worker. ‘‘They also have the native ginger 
tea, called salabat.”’ 

ALTHOUGH knowing what Advent is, 
Mrs. Carandang explained it is not ob- 
served to the same extent in the Philippines 
as itis here. 

There is, however, one special 
celebration held locally for all Filipino 
people in Indiana, as well as Americans of 
Filipino descent. ‘‘But most of the people 
come from around the Indianapolis area,” 
stated Elvie. Each year the Barangay 
Club, a group made up of such people, 
sponsors a Christmas party. This year it 
was a dinner/dance held at the Convention 
Center on Dec. 10. 

Christmas Eve is celebrated like it is 
here in the United States. ‘‘The Philippines 
is westernized, and we follow most of the 
things the U.S. does,” Elvie stated. A 
midnight Mass, known as Misa de 
Aguinaldo (Mass of the Gift) is celebrated. 
“This is the climax of the festival of Sim- 

Theresa of Lisieux at SS. Cyril and Methodius Church in Rock Springs, Wyo. (NC photo 

Young Filipino children always receive 

special gifts from Santa Claus. “Hovin, our 
youngest child who was born here in the 

States, always looked forward to opening 

the first gift from Santa Claus,” declared 
the hospital worker. ‘This was until he 
entered first grade and learned in school 
that the father is Santa Claus. In the 
Philippines, this was not taught in school 
Children were allowed to believe in Santa 
Claus and their fathers were just happy to 
play the part for them.” 

From Christmas Day until Jan. 6, the 

Feast of the Three Kings, ‘there is much 
visiting,’ said Elvie. “Younger relatives 
go to the homes of older relatives, and 
make a special point to see their god- 
parents. We pay them respect by kissing 
their right hands. We receive blessings and 
gifts specifically prepared for each of us.”* 

On New Year's Eve, ‘“‘the whole family 

gathers in the house of the parents,’’ ex- 
plained Mrs. Carandang. ‘‘We play games 
waiting for twelve o’clock to come, When 
it’s only a few minutes before twelve, 
everybody gathers in front of the (elevision 
counting down the minutes and seconds.” 
When the magic moment finally arrives, 
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they know each other or not, greet each 
other with a warm ‘Merry Christmas.’ 
Relatives will kiss each other, too.” 

After Mass, each family will go home 
and feast on a special dinner together, 
called Media Noche. This is followed by the 
opening of Christmas presents which Mrs. 
Carand. lained ‘‘are scattered 
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around the Christmas tree. And yes, we do 
have Christmas trees in the Philippines—in 
fact they are actually grown there, too,” 
she chuckled. 

“everybody shouts joyful greetings and 
kisses each other. Then the adults make 
toasts with champagne and throw coins to 
the children. After this, everyone has 
dinner together, called Noche Buena.” 

Although 17 years have passed since the 
Carandang family first came here, and 
their children are now all quite grown, “we 
still enjoy keeping our traditions alive 
celebrating the holidays with my mother 
and brothers who live in Terre Haute,” 
stated Mrs. Carandang. 
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  IN A CANDY SHOP-—Like a child discovering something sweet and good for the first time, this youngster got involved in baking Christmas cookies. Amber Harris-is not quite 23 months old. But she learned the story of the Christmas star while she learned to decorate Christmas cookies as well. Looking over the scene, Amber decided a dash here 

and a dash there was 
member of St. Andrew's Parish Family. The coc 

.of Margaret Nelson in last week's Criterion. (Photos by Margaret Nelson) 

enough. A proud chef, she admires her own work. Amber is a 

    
vkies were baked according to the recipe     

Love is the perfect gift—the one God gave to us 
by Fr. JAMES A. BLACK 

No doubt, you've noticed all the ad- 

vertisements in the newspapers and on 
television. Every store in town seems to be 
offering the “perfect gift’ for Christmas 

giving. Most of these gifts seem to be 
directed toward children. 

Each year a good friend reminds me 
that, in her opinion, ‘Christmas is for the 
children.” Her point is that Christmas is a 
special time best appreciated through the 
eyes and heart of a child 

In one sense, I disagree. Yes, Christmas 

offers us the joy of the season. But it also 
offers genuine opportunities for spiritual 
growth to anyone who believes in the 
coming of Christ, 

Such opportunities hardly belong to 
children alone. Indeed, turning Christmas 

over to the children can be a way of 
ignoring such opportunities. 

One of the Lord’s commands to his 
followers was that they love one another 
Loving is an adult responsibility. 

Loving seems to come naturally to 

children; most of them haven’t become 
Jaded or cynical about the world ground 
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You can see the savings. 
A high-tech gas furnace reduces your 
fuel consumption by as much as one- 
third. That's quite a payback. And these 
Savings are even more significant when 
you compare them with other heating 
options. 

You feel the difference. 
A high-tech gas furnace delivers warm, 
even heat at all temperatures. And it 
doesn’t require back-up heating equip- 

Get the Gas 

them yet. For adults, loving is more dif- 
ficult, but even more necessary. 

Paradoxically, it is adults who most 
resist the very love they need. We set aside 
a few days or weeks around Christmas 
each year in which we do nice things for 
each other, but then we return to our 
routine, 

The proverbial ‘“‘man of good will” is 
difficult to find around Jan, 1! 

So, in another sense, maybe my friend is 
right. Unlike adults, children are open; 
they trust the world around them. They 
don’t look for the base motives or 

ment when the temperature drops below 
30 degrees 

You can count on efficiency. 
Year after year. 
With a new high-tech gas furnace you 
save now and in the long run. Your first 
cost ts usually lower. Annual operating 
Costs are lower. Equipment life is longer 
And warranties outlast those that other 
systems carry. It's comforting to know 
that Gas gives you more for your money 
If you'd like to know more about the 
Gas Advantage and how it can save 
you money, just fill out and return the 
coupon, or call 927-HEAT. We'll send 
you a free brochure 

Gas gives you more for your monay. 

questionable values of adults. Maybe we 
adults can learn something from children 
at this time of the year. 

In the final analysis, perhaps the 

greatest possibility of Christmas is that we 
learn to love and to be loved. It’s a lessor 
that children seem to learn easily 

This Christmas, tell someone close t« 
you that you love them. It will make the 
message of the Lord much more real. Al 
advertising claims to the contrary, your 
very own love is the ‘perfect’ gift—the 
best one you have to offer. After ail, it’s the 
same gift that God gave you. 

ating system 
onsumption, 

up to    
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business hours Mon.-Fri.) 
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Comfort is no replacement for human warmth 
A Christmas short 

story of today 
by THERESE DAILEY 

Through the garage window, you could 
see the car inside was accumulating quite a 
bit of dust. Two months had passed since 
anyone had driven it. A slight touch by 
hand over the car confirmed this. The car 
was very cold. 

On the other side of the town known as 
Whistlestop, population 5,000, the at- 
mosphere was different. A shopping center 
sat on a hill overlooking the super highway. 
Directly behind the shopping center was a 
small red brick building covered with a 
gray roof. From the chimney blew non- 
chalant puffs of smoke. The white door to 
the entrance was lit on either side with 
mirrored sconce. Centered on the door was 
a large Christmas wreath. Hanging on each 
window was a small red wreath with a red 
bulb lighted inside. Snowy white curtains 
excluded the invasion of privacy. 

In the reception room to the left side of 
the building, it was very warm. A fire 
began to go out but still gave a feeling of 
toastiness. Along the mantle above the 
fireplace were large scallops of gold 
garland. Across the room and majestically 
standing straight and tall was a Christmas 
tree. It had tiny blue lights on each fresh 
green branch, and on first glance the tree 
seemed to be real but closer inspection told 
you it was artificial. 

Since it was the holiday season, all 
guests were invited to enjoy the tree and 
some refreshments. While eggnog was 

being served, season’s greetings were also 
being exchanged. ‘Hello, my name is 
Nellie St. John.” When she extended her 
hand, the woman beside her did not im- 
mediately respond. 

Suddenly the other woman turned and 
with a warm smile said, ‘I’m sorry. Were 
you speaking to me?” Once again Nell 
introduced herself and offered her out- 
stretched hand. 

“Claire Reinhard is my name and I’m 
happy to meet you, too.”” 

“T see a couple of chairs over yonder 
which look awful inviting right now,” said 
Nellie. The two women sat in the chairs and 
Claire let out a little sigh. 

After sipping some eggnog, Claire set 
hers down on the table. Twisting a han- 
dkerchief a little nervously, she said to 
Nellie, ‘I’m not quite myself these days. I 
hardly know which way to turn.” 

Nellie perked up, looked at Claire and 
said, ‘Would it help if we had a little talk?” 

Claire finished her cup of eggnog and 
after returning the cup to the table, settled 
down to begin her story. ‘Well, you know 
my poor dear husband quit driving his car 
about three months ago and when I visit 
him he always repeats the same warmed 
over stories. But I’m glad he remembers 
some things. 

“One story is Roy coming out of a 
parking lot and just as he reaches the end of 
it, he notices this woman carrying two 
sacks of groceries. Somehow they both 
came to a sudden stop, and the poor woman 
dropped one of the bags and out spilled 
some eggs and a loaf of bread. Roy said he 
didn’t realize it, and when he looked into 
the street he saw two black tire marks on 

two pieces of bread and also saw the lady 
shaking her fist at him. But Roy just took 
off like a scared rabbit.” 

Then as Claire starts to twist her hankie 
she rolls her eyes to heaven and says a 
small prayer, “Oh Lord, give me 
strength.” 

Nellie sweetly pats Claire’s shoulder 
and said, ‘‘Go on—that is, if talking helps.”’ 

So Claire said, “One day when it is 
pourin’ rain, Roy is telling her I was 
driving my car down Winter Street and I 
see this little kid with a bag of papers he 
probably plans to deliver, and he has an 
umbrella. Well, the wind is blowin’ 
something awful. Along comes a big puff of 
wind and the boy's umbrella is going way 
up in the air like Mary Poppins. I was so 
busy looking at the boy I accidentally drove 

‘into this puddle of water and splashed 
water all over the boy’s papers. Well, he’s 
crying and jumpin’ around, and he stuck 
his tongue out at me. I did feel sorry for the 
poor kid.” 

Finally Claire looks at Nellie and she 
says, ‘‘What can I do, Nellie? He can’t help 
it and I’m the only one who understands 
him. I just can’t turn away from him when 
he begs me to listen to one more story, just 
one more, ‘I promise Claire’ he says raising 
his hand scout honor fashion. Okay Roy, 
let’s get it over with!” 

““Claire, remember when I went over 
to the Young’s place and Jenny was so 
thrilled, she made a blouse to enter into the 
county fair and she asked me if I wanted to 
see it? Sure, go git it, and soon she came out 
of the house and raced to the car. I had 
raised the window some because it looked 
like: a big rain was heading this way. 

Anyway, Jenny held the blouse and started 
to pass it into me kinda like and my elbow 
touched the automatic window closer, and 
here was Jenny’s blouse half in and half out 
the window, and as she was tuggin’ on the 
blouse to get it out in time, I heard a tear in 
the material. And she’s a cryin’ and 
carryin’ on so and she yells ‘I’m calling 
Claire, Roy Reinhard. Just look what you 
did to my blouse’ and turns away and runs 
into the house.’ ”” 

“So this is what I mean,” said Claire to 
Nellie, ‘‘when I say I’m not quite myself 

these days,” as she gets her bus fare out of 
her purse. “I guess I'll leave so I can get 
the bus. Nice meeting you, Nellie, and 
thanks for everything.” 

“Nice meeting you, too, Claire. I hope 
things get better for you real soon.” 

The bus is now on its way to the super 
highway and as Claire settles back in her 
seat, she gives one more glance to the red 

brick building and reads the sign brightly 
lit for the dark evening, ‘Welcome to 
Eternal Rest Nursing Home!”’ 

(Miss Dailey is a member of Little Flower 
Parish.) 

Recites peace prayer 
VATICAN CITY (NC)—An Australian 

Catholic women’s group has decided to 
recite a peace prayer to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary every day at noon, Vatican Radio 
reported. 

The women also asked churches and 
schools to show support for this campaign 
by ringing church bells at noon to remind 
people to pray for peace and they invited 
people of other religions to join them in the 
campaign, said Vatican Radio. 
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Joined Cogether in Celebration of the Birth 
ae Jesus Christ 

  

  

Rejoice! Emmanuel Comes! 
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Pope John Paul II marks 

Christmas like 
many other people 

by Fr. KENNETH J. DOYLE 

VATICAN CITY (NC)—Christmas 
trees, carols, and cards are 
distinctive features of the Christmas 
season for many people. 

Pope John Paul II is no different, say 
members of his household staff. 

Although the pope has to devote time to 
preparing several major addresses and has 
to allow for extra hours of prayer during 
the Advent and Christmas seasons, he still 
carves out slices of time for cherished 
homey celebrations. 

Pope John Paul also has brought some 
familiar Christmas traditions to the public 
life of the Vatican. More than a million 
Christmas visitors last year were 
beneficiaries of a papal brainstorm. For 
the first time a Christmas crib with life- 
sized figures and a 40-foot Christmas tree 
decorated St. Peter’s Square. 

According to his staff, the pope also had 
a tree placed in the hallway of the papal 
apartment and a crib scene in his private 
chapel. 

As for cards, the pope sends none but 
receives thousands from across the globe, 
say members of his staff. Many of them are 
acknowledged by the Vatican Secretariat 
of State, but the pope personally responds 
to old friends, heads of state and church 
dignitaries. 

“THE POPE has no time to shop” for 
gifts, says a staff member, but he receives 
hundreds of presents, including food, from 
around the world. Much of the food is 
donated to orphanages in Rome. 

“He wants people to know that 

Christmas is a time for sharing,” says a 
staff member, “and that what is his, is 
everyone’s.”” 

Members of the staff also outlined the 
pope’s personal Christmas schedule, 
marked by customs from the pope’s native 
Poland. 

The pope marks Dec. 24 in a Christmas 
vigil spirit. He observes strict fast and 
abstinence, with only one full meal in the 
evening, when the first star appears. 
Joining him at this meal are his “family,” 
the members of his household staff. During 
the meal, as is Polish custom, family 
members express special gratitude, ask 
forgiveness and re-establish loving 
relations with each one present, if any 
difference has developed among them. 

The pope has no close family living. His 
only brother died when the future pope, 
Karol Wojtyla, was 12, and his only sister 
oe caus a ae te 

his Christmas “family.” Since this 
Cetseas vill mages tad Of aoa 
will, the pope also may invite poor 
neighbors or travelers to the dinner, where 
a special place is set for an “unknown 
overseas guest.” 

Before eating, all who have gathered 
exchange good wishes and share a thin 
white wafer, the symbol of Christ born in 
Bethlehem. 

THEN BEGINS the traditional meal of 
Polish dishes such as beetroot soup, fish, 
sauerkraut with mushrooms and macaroni 
with poppyseed. No meat is served as the 
day of abstinence is still observed. 

After dinner, guests join in Christmas 
hymns and carols. 

THE WOMEN’S EXTERNAL DEGREE PROGRAM 

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College 

yt a a 

  

On Christmas, the pope celebrates three 
Masses. The first is a public midnight Mass 
in St. Peter’s Basilica, with the Sistine 
Choir providing the music. After a short 
night’s sleep, the pope celebrates Mass 
again, this time in the early morning in his 
private chapel. At 10:30 a.m. he celebrates 
Mass in St. Peter’s, after which he goes to 
the balcony over the central door of the 
basilica to greet the thousands who await 
him in St. Peter's Square. 

From the balcony he delivers his 
traditional message of peace and gives a 
blessing ‘‘Urbi et Orbi,”” Latin for ‘“‘to the 
city and to the world.” He also delivers 
Christmas greetings in about 40 languages, 
which, his staff says, he practices 
beforehand with a tape recorder. 
Throughout Christmas day, the sound of 

Christmas carols flows through the papal 

apartment from a record player. Christ- 
mas night, the places severa! 
telephone calls to old friends and to ailing 
church officials. 

The pope is known for his love of music, 
particularly carols. Five years ago, on 
pope’s first New Year’s Eve as pontiff, he 
invited a group of Polish students to the 
papal apartment to join in some caroling. 

One of the carols is traditionally sung 
while people join hands and sway to the 
music. An elderly priest was beside an 
attractive young woman and declined in 
shyness to reach out for her hand. Then he 
heard the pope call out his name. 

“I see,” said the pope with a wide smi,2, 
‘that father is not used to this custom.” 

Everyone laughed, including the pricst, 
who took the woman’s hand as the singing 
went on. 

  

Love being repaid by love is 
the meaning of Christmas 

by ALICE DAILEY 

What is Christmas? 
To paraphrase words of St. Therese of 

the Infant Jesus, it is love being repaid by 
love. 

Sparked by divine affection which gave 
us the ultimate gift, Christmas is an echo, a 
lavishing of love on those we cherish, a 
kinsmanship with all of good will. 

How else can we explain the warm glow 
which prompts us to remember the many 
who have shown us some kindness? 

How explain those modern counterparts 
of St. Nicholas, the patient Santas who take 
on what must be an endurance test. Surely 
it can’t be just the extra income. Maybe a 
greater reward comes from the trust and 
confidence placed in them by wide-eyed 
little innocents. 

What is it that motivates long hours in 
the kitchen baking mounds of treats to hand 
out? Or sends us traipsing in the cold, 
searching for the perfect gift to express our 

feelings? Isn’t the divine spark behind it 
all? 

Christmas is the sound of music. Of 
“Silent Night,” which raises goose bumps. 
Of “‘Judah’s Land,” which seems to take us 
right to the manger. 

Christmas is the Salvation Army people 
braving winter’s bite to beg for others. 

It’s the extra gift placed in our church 
basket in recognition of a pastoral job well 
done; a giving back to God a part of what 
he has given us. 

Christmas is reflected in the spanking 
clean curtains at shining windows; in the 
garlands we hang on a door to welcome the 
Christ Child and humanity. 

It is not ‘Rudolph, the Rednosed 

Reindeer,” nor any of the other allowable 
public trappings which de-Christianize the 
holy feast. 

Christmas is the paramount gift of all 
time. It is Jesus Christ, the friend who laid 
down his life for us. 

“Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can we keep from singing?’’ 

  

Mrs. Kathleen Tichenor, principal 

PREPARING THE WAY 
OF THE LORD 

All Saints Catholic Schools St. Gabriel School 
Sr. Timothy Kavanaugh, OSF, ; 

Holy Angels Model School St. Michael School 
Sr. Marion Weinsapfel, CSJ, principal Mrs. Virginia Kappner, principa 

ncipal 

    
e Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Sci- 
ence, Associate of Arts, Associ- 

ate of Science degrees. 

St. Christopher School 
Mr. Ross Myers, principal 

St. Malachy School 
Steven Weber, principal 

Cardinal Ritter High School 
Mr. Frank Velikan, principal 

St. Monica School 
Ms. Jeannine Duncan, principal 

St. Susanna School 
e Independent study at home with ite: Catherine Hom: onincipal 

short on-campus residencies. 

¢ Individual academic counseling.     
« Advanced placement for profes- 

sional certification in such areas 

as nursing, banking, and secretar- 

ial work. @ 

e Life Experience Credit for skills aN 

ip PARK. 

and knowledge acquired in a job, le TUDOR 

volunteer work, or hobby. Where the Emphasis is Always on the Individual 

The vital tradition of excellence which has 
distinguished the Park Tudor School for more than 

half a century since its founding continues to be 
shared today by its students and alumni 

With a complete curriculum extending from 
kindergarten through twelfth grade, the 

independent. day schgai offers anwaugually well- 
balanced program for the development of young 
men and women intellectually, culturally, and 
athletically. Independent study is an important part 
of the academic philosophy of the Park Tudor 

School where the emphasis is always’on the 
individual 

Park Tudor School, 7200 North College Avenue, 
P.O. Box 40488, Indianapolis, IN 46240, 

317/251-1405 

Park Tudor School admits students of any race 
color, and national or ethnic origin 

Women who are high school gradu- 
ates, with or without college experi- 
ence, may apply for admission to the 
WED Program. Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods College, founded in 1840 and 
'acated near Terra Hate. Indiara is 9 
fol V ign) Lame eceag ce] omelet A col 
lege for women. 

For more information, write: 

ome uC | 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana 47876 
POMC arse so SOC Ur tray    



  

image of church, 
pope says to crowd 

VATICAN CITY (NC)—Mary, the mother of God, 
reflects the living image of the church, Pope John Paul II 
said Dec. 11, three days after the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. 

The pope spoke to 25,000 people gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square for his weekly Angelus blessing. 

“Placed at the meeting of the old and the new covenant, 
Mary is the end of the messianic church of Israel and the 
beginning of the church born with Christ,” the pope said. 

“With Mary, therefore, are concluded the promises, the 

plans, the prophesies and the spirituality of the Old 
Testament church. The New Testament church begins, 
without stain or wrinkle, in the fullness of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit,”’ he said. 

The Immaculate Conception of the church itself is seen in 
Mary, the pope added, and in her the church reaches its 
“highest perfection, without the shadow of sin.” 

Personal phone call 

from Santa 
cheers university kids 
NEW ORLEANS (NC)—Children of alumni, faculty and 

staff members at Loyola University, New Orleans, have 

received a personal phone call from Santa. 

Rachelle DesVaux, 19, a Loyola sophomore majoring in 

communications, started the ‘‘Santa’s Calling” project as a 

community service. 

As a member of the Variety Unlimited committee of 

Loyola Union, Ms. DesVaux wanted to involve students in a 

special Christmas project. She and several other students 

are calling children aged 4 to 10. 

The children usually react in one of two ways, she said. 

“Either they drop the phone and yell, ‘Mom! You'll never 

guess who’s on the phone!’ or they say, ‘Hey, give me a 

break. I’m nine years old.’ ”” 
But, she said, the kids always stay on the line to hear 

what Santa has to say. They are overwhelmed, she said, that 

Santa knows their name and what the child has done well 

during the year. 
Each parent fills out a form, telling the child’s name and 

age, the names and ages of brothers and sisters, the child’s 

grade and teacher’s name. The form also asks the parents 

what things the child does well and where the parents would 

like to see some improvement. Most important, Ms. 

DesVaux said, is what the child wants for Christmas. 

One four-year-old was convinced by her call. 

“Mama,” she whispered. ‘That was Santa Claus! He’s 

going to bring me a doll for Christmas. He knew my name. 

I'm going to be extra good this year.” 

  

  
  

       

  

YOUNG SANTA—Mike Waddington of Kirkwood, Mo., a 

junior at Loyola University of New Orleans, plays Santa on 

the phone to children in the New Orleans area. The ‘Santa 

Calling” project was the idea of Rachelle DesVaux, 19, a 

Loyola sophomore from Las Vegas, Nev., majoring in com- 

munications. Loyola students phoned children to wish them 

a Merry Christmas from Santa. (NC photo) 

Mary reflects living | a 
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POLKA DOT WHITE—Big snowflakes dot the scene as Omaha, Neb., experiences its first snowfall of the season. 

   
(NC photo from UPI) | 

  

  

LINCOLN 
FEDERAL 

BROWNSBURG, INDIANA   

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
COUNCIL No. 3228 

897-1577 

K of 
1313 S. Post Road 
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Happy Holidays 

Morgan & Associates 
Full Service Title Agency 

840 Logan Street - Noblesville, IN 46060 

Call: 773-5487 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

WAFFLE HOUSE 
FAMILY RESTAURANTS 

46 Restaurants 
Serving Indiana, Ohio & Kentucky 

  

  

RED BALL VAN & 
STORAGE, INC. 

1327 Sadlier Circle East Drive 

DIVISION OF 
American Red Ball Transit Co., Inc. 

1335 Sadlier Circle East Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana 

317-353-9101 

Season's Greetings 

R.C. DAVIS II 
PAINTING CONTRACTOR 

Residential Interior & Exterior Painting 
Established In 1915 

6375 N. Park Avenue, Indianapolis 
251-0256 

  
  

Season's Greetings 

Indiana Farmers Mutual 
Insurance Group 

Home — Business — Farm — Auto 

10 W. 106th Street Indianapolis 846-4211 

Family Tree & Crests 
Genealogical Supplies 

& Research Library 

  

Come In and Research Your Family History 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. — 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM: Sat. — 1:00 PM to 4 30 PM 

317-257-4361 
6233 Carrollton Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46220   

  
  

Merry Christmas 

GREENBRIAR SHELL 
253-1847 or 259-8144 

1385 W. 86th Street - Indianapolis, IN 46260 

“Your Full Service & Diagnostic Center” 
Open 24 Hours 

  

    Stirling-Gerber Funeral Home, Inc. 

632-6576 
LANNY D. GERBER 

“Full Service Funeral Home’’ 

1420 PROSPECT STREET - INDIANAPOLIS + 5950 E. THOMPSON ROAD 

DAILY JOURNAL 

JOHNSON COUNTY'S 
ONLY DAILY 
NEWSPAPER 

NOW WITH 
TWO LOCATIONS 

IN GREENWOOD 
CALL 887-0820 

AND IN FRANKLIN 
CALL 736-7101       

  

YOUR COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
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she upholds the dignity and freedom of 

proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” he 
added. 
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Pope discusses 

need for peace 
VATICAN CITY (NC)—Peace should be 

restored through ‘dialogue and a 
willingness to negotiate,” said Pope John 
Paul II Dec. 15. 

The pope discussed the need for peace in 
an ada to Ratu Josua Brown Ioganivalu 
as the pope accepted his credentials as the 
first ambassador to the Holy See from Fiji, 
a small island country in the South Pacific. 

“I am appreciative of the reference 
which you make to the cause of peace and 
to efforts which are being made to bring an 
end to conflict and to promote concord in 
areas of tension and strife,” the pope said, 
noting that the tiny country haz sent 
volunteer soldiers to Lebanon and Sinai. 

“The establishment of diplomatic 
relations,” the pope added, “gives ex- 
pression to the desire of countries to 
Promote peace through mutual un- 
derstanding, knowledge and fruitful 
cooperation.” 

The pope also noted the multiracial and 
multireligious composition of Fiji, where 
there are numerous Christians, Moslems 
and Hindus. Catholics form 8 percent of the 
640,000 population. 

“The Catholic Church has great respect 
for other worthy religious traditions, and 

birth. 

“We 

conscience of every person, regardless of 
race or creed,” the pope said. 

“The Church in Fiji will always seek to 
collaborate with all races and religions in 
efforts to further the common good and 
welfare of all, while at the same time   

An occasion for gifts and commemorating a 

Coming into existence. 

  

Birthplace of Jesus and David. 

Leaves and berries used for decoration. 

Shiny balls. 

Box or trough, as in a stable. 

Gold, frankincense and 

Birth of Christ. 

Hung from the fireplace. 
Red-nosed Rudolph's keeper. 

Wise men from the east. 

A heavenly light. 

Those who tend a flock. 

Nativity scene. 

Evergreen. 

Sugary swirled stick. 

Slang for Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS PUZZLE BOX 
Circle 18 Christmas season words, horizontally, vertically or diagonally. 
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Rushville 
NEFF’S SHOE STORE 

SHOES FOR THE FAMILY 
RUSHVILLE 243 N. Main Street 923-3581 

TAFF FURNITURE STORES 
LA-Z-BOY — FRIGIDAIRE — CARPETS 

309 N. Main Street RUSHVILLE, INDIANA 932-4102 
  

John Deere Tractors and Farm Implements 

FARMERS TRACTOR & IMPLEMENT CO., INC. 
111 W. 3rd ‘Street _ _ RUSHVILLE, IN 46173 932- +2977 

TODD FUNERAL HOME 

605 Man Srast  RUSMVNLE:NDIANA. os2907 
FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN 
ASSOCIATION OF RUSHVILLE 
For the Best Return on Your Savings 

RUSHVILLE 315 N. Main Street 317-932-9361 
  

DR. WM. J. MEYER, DVM 
Veterinarian and Livestock Dealer 

Corner: Second & Julian RUSHVILLE, INDIANA 932-2064 
  

CURTIS BROS. 
COMPLETE HOME FURNISHINGS. 

RCA & Whirlpool Appliances—Magnavox TV & Stereo 
RCA TV—Service Trucks, Radio Controlled 

Road 52 Phones: 932-3366 & 932-2183 

663-2404 ~ 

  

   
Scottsburg 
MARTIN INSURANCE AGENCY 
BOB MARTIN—FRED BRODT—GREG MARTIN—TOM MORLEY 
59 E. Wardell Street SCOTTSBURG, IND. 

Batesville 
Bruns-Gutzwiller, Inc. 

General Contractors 
305 S. John Street BATESVILLE, IN 47006 934-2105 

752-2581 

Greensburg 
CARPETS & DRAPERIES | Patronise 

Levene 
State Road 46 E. City Limits Advertisers 

GREENSBURG 

  

  

__ TELEPHONE: E: 663-4611 

Rushville, Ind.   PAVY STOCK YARDS 
4611 GREENSBURG, INDIANA 

JACKSON OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT, INC. 

1008 E. Main Street - Greensburg, Indiana 

663-7481   

French Lick 
BROWNIES STANDARD SERVICE 

& AUTO PARTS 
COL. HARRY L. BROWN » BOX 471 © FRENCH LICK, IN 47432 « 936-4581 

Bargersville 
The 
argersville 
ilding & Coan 

ASSOCIATION 

THE PLACE 
L-To save— 

Member FSLIC 

Bargersville 

Shelbyville 
KIEFER’S FURNITURE HOME 

“Where You Can Buy Quality Furniture’ 
* Berne * Serta * Hammary + La Z Boy * Pulaski ¢ Jasper 

+ Tell City * Fiexsteei ° Burlington * Sumter + King Hickory + Laine 
and Many, Many More 

Shelbyville, Indiana 

  

33 W. Broadway 398-6501 
  

Cerre Haute 

Gartland Foundry Co. 
4th and Grant 812-232-0226 TERRE HAUTE | 

CHRISTMAN COMPANY 
Piumbing & Heating Contraciors 

General Repair Work 

1406 Wabash Avenue TERRE HAUTE 232-4579 
  

Corydon 
BLACKTOPPING 

Crushed STONE — Agricultural LIME 
Phones: CORYDON — 738-2216; LANESVILLE — 952-2244 

Corydon Crushed Stone & Lime Co. 
CORYDON, INDIANA 47112LANESVILLE, INDIANA 47136 

  

       

  
422-5171 
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A Christmas Journey 
Connect the dots in order from 1 to 91, to form your own Christmas picture. ” , " 
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Lawrenceburg New Palestine Bloomington 

smewBAKER’S GROCERY HENDRYX CUMMIN’S NEWS CO. 
alnut reet awrenc rg, jane 

eee MORTUARIES 332-4775 

Brazil 
MOORE FUNERAL HOME 

— HOME-LIKE ATMOSPHERE — 
142 W. Street Phone: 448-6396 

Krookville 
The Bank where SERVICE IS A TRADITION 

   with 

) The Franklin CoUnty National Bank 
y tw iD 

wee Member F.0.LC. OF BROOKVILLE 

Connersville 
E. W. BROCKMAN Co., INC. 

CIGARS — TOBACCO — CONFECTIONERY 
901-915 W. 18th Street CONNERSVILLE, IN 47331 2 625-2146 

) — Since 1926 — 

«© RIEDMAN MOTORS CO., INC. 
DODGE & CHRYSLER MOTOR CARS—DODGE TRUCKS 
610 Grand Avenue CONNERSVILLE, (ND. _ Phone: 625-4341 

Jeffersonville 
COUNTY DRUGS 

—Delivery Service— 
1418 Gateway Plaza JEFFERSONVILLE, IN 47130 

James R. Heuser Hardware Co. 
523 Spring Street JEFFERSONVILLE, INDIANA 263-8144 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
JOHN F. KENNEDY COUNCIL No. 1348 

221 E. Market Street JEFFERSONVILLE, IND. 

QUALITY SuEns BY NACHAND BEVERAGE co. 

315 E. 10th Street 

E. M. COOTS’ SONS 
FUNERAL HOME 

263-3134 

262-1386 

317-647-4116 

203-0054 

ee 

CUMBERLAND—8694-7421 

Cell City 
WM. TELL WOODCRAFTERS, INC. 

TELL CITY, INDIANA 

NEW PALESTINE—861-4349 
524 N. Fairview + P.O. Box 1273 » Bloomington, Indiuna 
  

  

216 E. Pike Street 

fp 

ZOERCHER AGENCY, INC. 
INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE 

723 Main Street TELL CITY, IN 475860 

Martinsville 

Fogleman Funeral Homes 
Guy Fogleman 

MARTINSVILLE 342-3348 

547-7071 

  

New Albany 
FLOYD COUNTY BANK 

NEW ALBANY 

WOLFE MEAT MARKET 
211 E. Market Street NEW ALBANY, INDIANA 944-5442 

Henson Insurance Agency, Inc. 
  

Vv. J. KNAEBEL 
PLUMBING & HEATING CO. 
    ry 1102 E. Market Street NEW ALBANY 945-8338 

Aurora 
The Peoples Building & Loan Company 

Be ictsstatns Sata! 2 eS 

JOHNSTON'S GAMBLE Co. 
FRIGIDAIRE ae AND co 

417-419 2nd Street 920-1677 

First National Bank 
Member F.D.1.C. AURORA, INDIANA 

Fortville 
FORTVILLE GRAIN CO. 
& FORTVILLE GRAIN CO. FERTILIZER, INC. 

FORTVILLE, INDIANA 

Brownsburg 
BERNICE’S FABRICS 

FABRICS, PATTERNS, NOTIONS 
26 Main Street 

JONES & MATTHEWS MORTUARY 
BROWNSBURG, INDIANA 

"FOR SCAVENGER PICK-UP SERVICE CALL 
FEENEY’S SCAVENGER 

825-2939 — BROWNSBURG — 

“Hendricks County Bank & Trust Co. 
Brownsburg & Plainfield Office 

_BROWNSBURG, IN 46112 _ 652-4181 

Since 1939 AUTO — FIRE — LIFE 
_211€. Main = BROWNSBURG = 852-4488 

HOLLETT & HARMON PHARMACY 
2 East Main Street » Brownsburg Indiana 

852-2564 

VALUABLE PRESCRIPTION COUPON 
Present this coupon with your ee 8 

original prescription and rece! 

$1.00 OFF 
OFFER EXPIRES 1/25/84 
          

MODERN CLEANERS 
& LAUNDRY 
BROWNSBURG 

740 E. MAIN Phone: 852-4277   
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Walesa receives Nobel 

prize in absentia 
OSLO, Norway (NC)—Lech Walesa 

received the 1963 Nobel Peace Prize in 
absentia Dec. 10 and his Nobel lecture 
appealing for a political dialogue with 
Polish authorities was delivered for him by 
an exiled Solidarity leader. 

Walesa’s wife Danuta and son, Bogdan, 
13, accepted the prize in Oslo for him while 
he followed the activities by radio in 
Gdansk, Poland. Walesa did not attend as 
an expression of support for jailed 
comrades and in fear that he might not be 
allowed to return to Poland. 

Walesa’s Nobel lecture was read for him 
Dec. 11 by Bogdan Cywinski, an exiled 
leader of the outlawed Solidarity union. 

Walesa listened to a Radio Free Europe 
broadcast of the Nobel ceremony in the 
study of his friend, Father Henryk 
Jankowski, and attended an evening Mass 
with hundreds of Solidarity supporters. 

The awarding of the peace prize to 
Walesa was noted by the Vatican 
newspaper, L‘Osservatore Romano, in an 
editorial marking the 35th anniversary of 
the United Nations “Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights,’’ which occurred the 
same day. 

Walesa’s prize should be considered not 
political, but ‘‘a recognition of this man and 

the (Solidarity) movement,”’ the editorial 
said. The efforts by Polish workers were 
guided by ethics shared by Polish society, 
conducted without violence and open to 
dialogue, L’Osservatore Romano said. 

In his acceptance statement Dec. 10 

Walesa said that ‘‘with deep sorrow I think 

of those who paid with their lives for their 
loyalty to Solidarity, of those who are 
behind prison bars and who are victims of 
repression. I think of all those with whom I 
have traveled the same road and with 
whom I share the trials and tribulations of 
our time.” 

Walesa, 40, who described himself as ‘‘a 
Polish worker from the Gdansk shipyard,” 
had been imprisoned for several months by 
the communist government for his trade 
union activities. 

“We desire peace and that is why we 
have never resorted to physical force. We 
crave for justice, and that is why we are so 
persistent in the struggle for our rights. We 
seek freedom of convictions, and that is 
why we have never attempted to enslave 
man’s conscience nor shall we ever at- 
tempt to do so,”’ he said. 

In his Dec. 11 lecture Walesa repeated 
the goals of the outlawed union and the 
peaceful means it has used to pursue them. 
He said he believed the Nobel prize was 
awarded not just to him personally but to 
the Solidarity movement, its supporters 
and its ideals. 

“The Polish people have not been 
subjugated, nor have they chosen the road 
to violence and fratricidal bloodshed. We 
will not yield to violence. We will not be 

deprived of union freedoms. We will never 
agree to sending people to prison for their 
convictions. The gates of prisons must be 
thrown open and persons sentenced for 
defending union and civil rights must be set 
free,” 

  

  

F Merry Christmas 
With Coupon 

from 

All the Folks at 

Morrow’s 
Nut House 

28 N. Pennsylvania Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
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sk Meg toe 

| grades 4 and 8, climb a five-tiered wood and evergreen pyramid to form a living, singing | 

| 
| 

| SINGING TREE—At St. Louis Church in Batesville, more than 100 children, between | 

| 
Christmas tree and welcome the arrival of the baby Jesus. (NC photo by Ruth Ann Southern Plaza * 784-1330 — Washington Square © 897-7042     

634-4287 | Hanley) 

  

  
INDIANA STATE POLICE 

ALLIANCE, INC. 
King Cole Building 

7 North Meridian Street, Suite 200 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

317-636-0929 
1-800-382-1104 

Christmas 
Greetings   

Season’s Greetings 

GRIFFITH CLEANERS 
1-Hour Service Monday thru Friday Until 12 Noon 

and on Saturday Until 11 AM 

Open: Daily—7 AM to 7 PM; Saturday—7 AM to 6 PM 

Shirt Service — Alterations 

293-9624 
2969 Westlane Road Indianapolis, IN 46268 

1334 S. Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46225 

317-632-4451   

f\ Brehob 
V7 Electric 

  

  
_ Merry Christmas from: 

MERRI-HANNA 
Barber & Beauty 

Shop 

3960 South Meridian. 
Indianapolis, IN 46217 ¢ 
Monday thru Friday 

8 AM to 6 PM 
Saturday , 

8 AM to 5 PM   
  

CALDERON 

Vending Machines on Profit Sharing Basis 
Food Management Service 

1330 Madison Avenue « Indianapolis, Indiana + 317-634-9445 
  

Who has the Best... 

SZECHWAN, CANTONESE 
& AMERICAN FOOD? 

.. downtown Carmel 
a 
| 
2a 
ag 

oe 
ve China. Yown _-- 

11 W. Main, Carmel, Indiana 
L he 1 PM 

-> 

844-2584 07 846-9920 

  

  

  

  Holiday Greetings 

Northside Cab 
Co., Inc. 

24 Hour Service — Radio Dispatched Cars 
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE 

635-3395 
411 W. North Street, Indianapolis   

John W. Flynn 
Insurance Agency 

Inc. 

Continuous Service Since 1945 

401 Union Federal Bidg. 
Indianapolis 632-8538       

  

 



Is Edith Stein destined for sainthood? 
by Fr. DAVID K. O’ROURKE, 0.P. 

The most extraordinary event in our 
human history took place in the most or- 
dinary of circumstances. God became one 
of us by being born into a human family. 

This mixing of the ordinary and ex- 
traordinary is one of the hallmarks of 
Christian living. I want to illustrate this 
mixing of the ordinary and extraordinary 
by looking at the life of a woman from our 
own era. 

We will look at her life because it is so 
tied up with the outstanding events of our 
own century. Yet I suspect that as she went 
through life she did not find anything to 
make her stand out from life’s other 
pilgrims and, eventually, its other victims. 

Her story sounds so modern. She was 
born into a religious Jewish family but 
became a non-believer in her youth. Later 
she became a recognized scholar, a 
Catholic, a refugee from Nazi persecution 
and finally a victim in the gas chambers of 
Auschwitz. 

Her name is Edith Stein. 

Some say in future years Edith Stein 
may well be declared a saint. Without any 
doubt she typifies the complexities of our 
human path to God today. 

Edith Stein was born in Poland in 1891. 
As she grew up she separated herself from 
her family’s religious roots and considered   
| Resources 

| “The Gates of the Forest,”. by Elie 
| Wiesel. This novel, by a surviver of 
| Nazi concentration camps, tells the 

story of Gregor, a young lad, making | 
childhood | his way from to maturity 

through the Holocaust. It tells as well 
| of how the Jewish people were able to 

find God in spite of prison and per- 
| secution. (1966, Avon Books, 1790 
| Broadway Ave., New York, NY. 
| 10019.) 

The Criterion, December 23, 1983 

herself as not having any real faith or 
religion. 

The great name in philosophical studies 
in Europe during the first part of the 20th 
century was Edmund Husserl. He was the 
chief proponent of a new philosophical 
system called phenomenology. Many in- 
tellectuals were quite taken by Husserl’s 
ideas because he was so interested in what 
was going on in the world, right here and 
now. 

Edith Stein became his follower. Then, 
as she finished her university work, she 
became one of his assistants at Gottingen 
University—quite an accomplishment for a 
woman scholar at that date. 

But her religious interests were not 
quite as dead as she had thought. She began 
reading religious works, then came across 
the autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila. 

St. Teresa was a great mystic, a 
religious reformer and a leader of the 
renewal of the Catholic Church in Spain 
during the Reformation. This 
autobiography made the difference for 
Edith Stein. She felt called to the church 
and was baptized at the age of 31. 

She became a teacher in a Dominican 
girls’ school and also undertook an active 
intellectual ministry, writing and lec- 
turing. Because of her great abilities she 
was called back to teach on the university 
level. But her exposure to the life and 
writings of St. Teresa continued to play in 
her mind. She finally resolved the pull by 
entering St. Teresa’s religious order, the 
Carmelites. She would be known there as 
Sister Teresia Benedicta of the Cross, 
though to the world at large she is still most 
often called Edith Stein. 

At that time Adolf Hitler had come 
power in Germany. Soon he began his 
harassment and arrest of Jews. Edith 
Stein, now a Carmelite nun, fled to a 
Carmelite convent in Holland. For her 
Polish Jewish origins made her a prime 
candidate for arrest. 

For the moment she was safe. But then 

  
A SAINT?—Some say Edith Stein one day will be declared a saint. The Polish Jew became a 

non-believer in her youth. While teaching at Gottingen University she read the 

autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila, which set her on a path toward her Baptism at age 31, 

and eventually entered a convent. Her Jewish roots made her a prime candidate for arrest 

by the Nazis during World War II so she fled to a Carmelite convent in Holland. When 

Hitler’s army invaded Holland, she was arrested and returned to her native Poland to die in 

the Auschwitz gas chamber. (NC photo) 

came the war and Hitler's invasion of 
Holland. With the occupation came the 
Nazi’s anti-Semitic policies and the arrest 
and deportation of Jews. 

The final act in Edith Stein's life is a 
painful memory for us. For this modern 
woman of prayer, who once wrote that all 
who seek truth seek God, was among the 
millions killed as Hitler tried to wipe out 
the Jews. 

When the Nazis began their persecution 
of the Jews the Dutch bishops spoke out 
very clearly and forcefully. They wrote a 
pastoral letter condemning Nazi anti- 

Simone Weil identified 

with the 
by Sr. CHRISTINE HOPE ALLEN, RSM 

Simone Weil was preoccupied with the 
suffering and affliction she saw in human 
beings. Her concern led her to identify as 
much as possible with those who suffer. She 
was a French woman philosopher who died 
in 1943. 

Although recognized as a_ brilliant 
thinker and trained as a teacher, in 1934 she 
left the academic world to work as a 
common laborer in an automobile factory. 
She wanted to experience the affliction of 
manual labor and to share the poor working 
conditions of the average industrial worker 
in France. Her decision to live in poverty 
distressed her parents who urged her 
repeatedly to pay attention to physical 
needs. 

Ms. Weil believed that all of creation 
contained painful situations which we 
cannot change. Her recognition of the light 
of Christ in work situations which tend to 
push people increasingly into a kind of 
physical slavery drew her close to 
Catholicism, despite her Jewish 
background. 

After she left the factory she journeyed 
to Assisi where she “‘fell in love with St. 
Francis.” In 1938 she spent holy week in 
retreat at a Benedictine monastery in 
France. She said, ‘‘The passion of Christ 
entered into my being once and for all.” 

However she never became a Catholic, 
for reasons which aren’t completely 
known. Her rel may have d 
in part from her identification with the 
Jews and their terrible circumstances 
during World War II. 

After being denied a teaching position in 
1940 on the grounds of her Jewish identity, 
Ms. Weil wrote to the minister of education 
explaining that she had never been in a 
synagogue or even witnessed a Jewish 
religious ceremony. At the same time, not 
wanting to escape the situation of the 
Jewish people, she concluded that she 
would submit to the law. 

    
This Week in Focus 

Who is likely to know the meaning 
of God, or the meaning of prayer, in a 
special way? One of our writers this 
week suggests that people who are 
persecuted sometimes seem to gain a 
special insight about God. Two other 
writers look at two modern women of 
prayer who were persecuted. 

Dominican Father David K. 
O’Rourke writes this week about Edith 
Stein. She was a philosopher and a 
Catholic nun of Jewish background 
who was killed during the Nazi 
Holocaust of World War II. Her 
religious name was Sister Teresia 
Benedicta. She is a modern woman of 

| prayer whose life illustrates some of 
| the complexities of the human path to 

God, the writer states. O’Rourke is on 
| the staff of the Family Life Office in 
| 

  
the Diocese of Oakland. 

  

GObp tre human situation 

Page 31 

Semitism. And promptly, to show the 
bishops who held the power in Holland, the 
Nazis rounded up the Dutch priests, nuns 
and Religious who had any Jewish blood 
and sent them off to the gas chambers. 

Edith Stein was taken from her Car- 
melite monastery and sent East, back to 
her native Poland, to Auschwitz. She died 
in a gas chamber, around Aug. 10, 1942. A 
victim among other countless victims, 
killed just like millions of others. And yet a 
tribute to the uniqueness of every person, 
even in our own day. 

1983 by NC News Service 

suffering 
In exile in England, Ms. Weil continued 

to identify with the victims of World War II 
and to search for a way to return to France. 
She frequently proposed a woman's nur- 
sing corps which would serve side by side 
with the military on the front lines. 

The constant rejection of that proposal 
and her other offers to serve directly in the 
war effort caused Ms. Weil to become ut- 
terly frustrated. Refusing to eat any more 
than the French ate on rations, she became 
seriously ill and died in 1943. 

While it may be difficult to identify with 
the more extreme positions taken by Ms. 
Weil, I think we can learn a great deal from 
her deep appreciation for the value of 
prayer, especially the Our Father. 

During the last period of her life in 
France before leaving for England, Ms. 
Weil worked in a vineyard near Marseilles. 
She writes: ‘‘I recited the Our Father in 
Greek every day before work and I 
repeated it very often in the vineyard.” She 
added that saying the prayer led her to feel 
Christ “present with me in person.” She 
also wrote a lengthy meditation on the Our 
Father, phrase by phrase, which brought 
out its simple beauty and strength. 

Let me quote just one example: 
Our Father: ‘‘He is our Father. There is 

nothing real in us which does not come 
from him. We belong to him, he loves us, 
since he loves himself and we are his.” 

Ms. Weil concluded her meditation by 
observing: ‘‘The Our Father contains all 
possible petitions; we cannot conceive of 
any prayer not already contained in it. It is 
to prayer what Christ is to humanity. It is 
impossible to say it once through, giving 
the fullest possible attention to each word, 
without a change, infinitesimal perhaps but 
real, taking place in the soul.” 

Ms. Weil’s forceful love for the Our 
Father is impressive. And it leads me to 
wonder if, as we repeat the prayer during 
Mass, the words may bring about a 
change—infinitesimal but real—in us too. 

© 1983 by NC News Service 

    
    

   

David Gibson writes about the 
suffering of the Jews during the Nazi 
Holocaust. He quotes the comments of 
a rabbi in a book by Elie Wiesel. The 
rabbi’s comments, says Gibson, point 
to the mystery within such suffering 
and within the prayer of those who are 
persecuted. Gibson is editor of the 
Know Your Faith series. 

Mercy Sister Christine Hope Allen 
writes about another modern woman 
of prayer, Simone Weil. Her life was 
lived close to workers and to the poor. 
Sister Allen is a philosophy professor 
at Concordia University in Montreal, 

ebec. 
Father John Castelot writes about 

the ways God is encountered in 
unexpected places. The God we meet 
in Scripture, he says, is a God of 
surprises. People need to remain open 
to those surprises.



by DAVID GIBSON 

To discover who experiences God today, 

it may be wise to search among those who 

were made victims—victims in con- 

centration camps, for example. Author 

Lawrence Cunningham made that 

suggestion in a book titled ‘‘The Meaning of 

Saints.” 
What Cunningham says is interesting— 

and, some people might say, curious. After 

all, do we really want to learn about life 

from the world’s victims? Aren’t these 

people likely to be bitter and disillusioned 

by their plight? Won’t their encounters with 

death and with life’s darker side turn them 

off to life? 

Mystery in 

  

Sirnilar questions would arise if we 

intended to look for people of prayer among 

victims of persecution and oppression. 
Some might say that people in such 
desperate straits have no choice but to 

pray—they have to pray. But what does 

their prayer have to do with anyone else, 

anyone not in such desperate cir- 

cumstances? 
A rabbi, speaking in a book by Elie 

Wiesel, offers an insight about this. Wiesel 

is a survivor of the Holocaust of World War 

II. He survived the sufferings of Auschwitz 
and Buchenwald, but his parents and a 

younger sister did not. Nor did 6 million 

other European Jews. 
Wiesel survived, and lives now in the 

the Pied Piper had a great following. 

We've got a better one! 
And our success is not some pipe dream. It really does work What gol 

er odds and ends or valuable services you have to sell, whatever y 

nor Service you seek, you'll find the best marketplace is the class: 

feds. It’s easy, aS well as inexpensive, to place your ad and the 

results may amaze you. Call our advertising department for details 

and discover for yourself how effective those few words can be 

CRITERION CLASSIFIEDS—236-1581 

  

26 Years Experience 

ow” BROST “* 
UPHOLSTERERS 
Fabrics at Discount Prices 

On In-Shop Work or Do-It-Yourself 

We Do Quilting 

Fabrics Shown in Our Showroom or Your Home 

Monday thru Friday—7:30 to 5:30; Saturday—7:30 to 2:00 

Estimates—6 Days a Week 

4024 E. Michigan Street - Indianapolis + 353-1217 

  

  

Call: 

632-6760 
Or Write: 

Box 19133 
Indpls., IN 46219     

  

  

A   gh Merry Christmas and a 
Oo” Very Happy New Year 
The Irish-American Heritage Society would like to thank everyone 

this year; not only our own members, but everyone who 

has supported us during the past two years. 

We are a non-profit organization open to all persons regarciess 

of religion, sex or national origin. Our concern is with 

the renewal of Irish traditions and preserving Irish culture 

in Central Indiana. Through our newsletter, speakers 

and the study of Irish history, we keep alive Irish tradition. 

Important to all of us is our concern for our brothers and sisters 

in Northern Ireland. We strongly believe that only through 

a unified and free Ireland will human rights be guaranteed for 

all her citizens. So, we hope that all Irish-Americans 

and friends of the Irish this Christmas season pause for one 

moment to pray for peace with justice for Northern Ireland. 

We would also like all of you who call yourselves 

lrish-Americans to ask—“What have | done, or what can 

| do to understand the continuing violence in Ireland 

and help bring about a free and peaceful Ireland?” 

So, if you are really concerned about Ireland, and want to learn 

more about what is actually happéning, fill out the attached 

application form. Or come to any one of our meetings, which are 

held monthly in Indianapolis at K of C #437 (downtown 

Indianapolis) the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM. 

  

Number of Members in Family 

Amount Enclosed     = Membership Form 

Name cali a 
last first middie 

Address . = 
street city zip 

Phone 

$12.00 for an Individual/$20.00 for a Family 

Send to: 1.A.H.S., P.O. Box 19574, Indianapolis, Indiana 46219   

suffering helps us to experience God 
United States. He has published numerous 

books and novels that grow out of his ex- 

periences of the Holocaust. They probe the 

meaning of suffering, as well as the pur- 

pose of life in a world where anything as 

bad as the Holocaust could occur. 

In Wiesel’s book “The Gates of the 

Forest,” a rabbi teaches about suffering. 

He says: 

“A man who is put to the trial, he said, 

must give triple thanks to the Almighty: 

first for giving him strength to endure the 

trial, second for bringing the trial to an end, 

third for the trial itself. For suffering 

contains the secret of creation and its 

dimension of eternity; it can be pierced 

only from the inside. Suffering betters 

some people and transfigures others. At the 

end of suffering, of mystery, God awaits us. 

And at the beginning? It depends on man 

whether or not God is present at the 

beginning as well.” 

There is a mystery in the suffering that 

Wiesel and millions of Jews knew. Some 

will say the mystery is that all such victims 

have not turned forever away from God for 

allowing humanity to create such evil. 

But it is also a mystery that, in seeing 

life and people and God from this condition 

of victimization, people might be bettered 

and transfigured, as the rabbi says. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German 

Lutheran pastor who became a victim of 

the Nazis and finally was hanged for his 

    

  

role in the resistance movement during 

World War II. He wrote in his ‘Letters and 

Papers From Prison’ that people ought to 

avoid thinking of suffering and blessing as 

mutually exclusive. Suffering can be a way 

to freedom, he added. ‘‘In suffering, the 

deliverance consists in our being allowed to 

put the matter out of our own hands into 

God's hands.” 

In recent years, many warnings against 

overemphasizing suffering in Christian 

teaching have been heard. Many Christian 

scholars worried that overemphasis causes 
Christians to lose sight of the joy of their 
faith. The scholars have warned too that 

the wrong sort of emphasis on suffering 

could cause Christians to lose sight of their 

responsibility to try to overcome the evils 

that cause suffering. 

That’s important. But the kind of insight 
that the rabbi had in “The Gates of the 
Forest,” or that Bonhoeffer had, or that 
developed in St. Maximilian Kolbe—the 

priest who chose to give his life up for 

another man in the concentration camp of 

Auschwitz—does not reflect any love of 
suffering for its own sake. 

Somehow, mysteriously, it reflects a 

new level of awareness. The prayer of such 

a person is not simply prayer borne of 

desperate straits. It develops when God is 

believed to be present by someone suf- 

fering the worst of circumstances. 
© 1983 by NC News Service 

  

by Magr.R.T.BOSLER — 

remembrance 
birth of Jesus, but why all the stress on 

the glorious passages from Isaiah about 

the age of peace to come, when men “will 

of God that is already here and yet 
come. 

In its beginning it is insignificant, like 

the tiny mustard seed yet to become 
tree where birds can nest.   

ThE QUESTION BOX 

Reader puzzled by 

stress on Jesus’ coming 

  

The followers of Jesus are to carry on 

his work of building up the kingdom, 

striving with the power of his spirit to 

make the new era possible. 

God’s will is that the kingdom of 

justice and peace promised by the 
be fulfilled not only in the life of 

dissolved or destroyed. 
When the church asks us to long for 

the coming of Jesus in glory, therefore, 
we are not asked to desire the destruction 
of the world but its transformation and 
perfection according to God’s promises. 

Messiah has already come and 

demonstrated God’s power to fulfill the 

Our faith and hope in the coming of 
the messianic age are not so different 
from that of our Jewish brethren.   

    

 



  

  

  

——   with Stephen for the things he had said at his 

throwing them at him. He prayed in a loud ANGRY CROWD—The crowd was angry 

trial. They picked up big rocks and began 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them. 

  
_a 4 

» (NC sketch by Beryl E, Newman)   
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! “hildren’s Story Hour 
  

by JANAAN MANTERNACH 

Stephen was on trial for his life. 

Enemies had lied about him. They said he 

broke God’s law and taught others to turn 

against God. 
Stephen stood alone before his judge. 

His accusers shouted insults at him. The 

members of the court stared at him, puz- 

zled. Stephen seemed very much at peace. 

“Js what they say about you true?” the 

judge asked Stephen. ‘Have you done the 

things they accuse you of?” 

“My brothers!” Stephen answered. He 

looked slowly around the whole courtroom 

before continuing. Everyone listened hard. 

“J am not guilty of turning people against 

God. God has been good to me and to all of 

us. God led us out of Egypt to freedom. The 

Lord was with our fathers in the desert. 

God gave us this land and raised up David 

as our king. I love and thank the Lord for so 

many favors.” 

Stephen stopped for a moment. He took 

a deep breath, looked straight at the judge, 

then at his accusers, and slowly looked into 

the eyes of each person in the court. ‘“‘No,”” 

he continued, “‘it is not I who am guilty of 

turning against God. It is you who have 

done so.” 
Everyone was angry with Stephen. They 

frowned and scowled at him. The Holy 

Spirit was with Stephen. He looked up to the 

sky and saw Jesus standing there with God. 

“Look!” Stephen shouted. “I see an 

opening in the sky. I see Jesus standing 

there with God.” 

The whole courtroom seemed to explode 

with anger. Everyone was shouting and 

screaming. Then they rushed at Stephen. 

They began to beat him. They knocked him 

down and dragged him through the city 

streets. They dragged him outside the city 

walls. 

We must expect surprises from ¢ God 
by Fr. JOHN J. CASTELOT 

The ancient philosopher Heraclitus once 

wrote: “Unless you expect the unexpected, 

you will never find truth.” 

Our thirst for truth is insatiable: It can 

be satisfied only by the possession of truth 

itself, and God is truth. As St. Augustine put 

it in an oft-quoted dictum: ‘Our hearts are 

restless, and they will know no rest until 

they find their rest in you.” 

All yearning for truth and love and 

che SUNdDAY—— 
READINGS 

CHRISTMAS DAY December 25, 1983 

fulfillment is at least the beginning of 

prayer. Unfortunately, people often frus- 

trate themselves in this. They close off hor- 

izons, deciding in advance that they will 

find truth in a certain ideology or that they 

will find happiness in a certain way. 

They close their minds to the unex- 

pected. As a result, they go through life 

frustrated, tantalized, impoverished, 

perhaps eventually bitter and despondent. 

But God is a God of surprises. He is 

always faithful to himself, to truth and 

JAMES A. 
BLACK 

Isaiah 9:1-3, 5-6 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14   
  

Background: The theme in all of the 

readings for Christmas Day is that of joy 

fulfilled. 

In the first reading, Isaiah speaks with 

great hope about the next ruler to come to 

his kingdom. In its fuller sense, obviously, 

the passage applies to the coming of Jesus 

as well. 

The gospel account from Luke is the 

Christmas story, familiar to virtually 

everyone. It speaks of Bethlehem, the inn, 

shepherds, angels and the manger. 

In the second reading, the. author of the 

letter to Titus reflected on what Jesus’ 

coming as man really meant. 

Reflection: I opened a few Christmas 

cards the other day, looked hurriedly at the 

signature, and set each aside. Once I 

realized what I was doing, I slowed down. 

I remembered that when I was picking 

out my own cards for this season, I was 

very careful to find some that really 

reflected my feelings toward the people to 
~ YT wheel. ees 

  

through the same procedure. I should at 

least take the time to read the message in 

each card. 
Essentially, all the cards said the same 

thing; at least, they did until I realized who 

had sent them. Then the messages became 
far more personalized and more important. 

There were good wishes from my 

present and former students and their 

parents; from priest friends throughout the 

country, and even from readers I’ve never 

met. 
For me, Christmas becomes most real 

when people take the time to relate to other 

people. That only seems to work when we 

slow down a bit and immerse ourselves in 

all the joy of the season. 

Let me close by extending my prayers 

and sincere best wishes to all newspaper 

staffers and readers in the dioceses of 

Nashville, Evansville, Biloxi, Miami, 

Atlanta, Erie, Louisville, Indianapolis and 

Covington. Thanks to each of you for your 

aD kindnesse So De Des O 0 D Le 

love, to his promises. But he often fulfills 

these promises in a most unexpected way. 

If we are not open to the unexpected, we 

miss the fulfillment and conclude that God 

has been unfaithful. 

People at the time of Jesus took God’s 

promise of a Messiah very seriously. But 

they fashioned their own ideas of what that 

Messiah should be like. As a result, when he 

did come and didn’t meet their ex- 

pectations, they rejected him. 

John the Baptizer himself was caught 

completely by surprise. He apparently was 

expecting a stern, uncompromising Elijah- 

figure. Then, in prison, he heard of Jesus’ 

ministry of compassion and forgiveness 

and healing. And John sent some of his 

disciples to ask: “Are you ‘he who is to 

come’ or are we to expect someone else?” 

In answering, Jesus points to his 

fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah and 

subtly challenges: “‘Blest is that man who 

finds no stumbling block in me” (Luke 

7:19,23). 

This challenge is now directed to Luke’s 

readers: It asks, “Are you going to be 

scandalized because Jesus doesn’t meet 

your personal expectations? Mi 
What about us? How does this biblical 

message address us? 
Who could possibly have dreamed that a 

carpenter’s son, a nobody from nowhere, 

an executed criminal, condemned to a form 

of capital punishment reserved for slaves— 

who could have dreamed that this failure, 

this disgrace, was the Messiah, indeed the 

Son of God? 
And Paul—here was a sincerely 

religious man, seeking God, serving the 

truth as he saw it. But he found both truth 

and God in a shattering revelation of the 

very Jesus he was persecuting. Talk about 

surprises! 

Will we find God among those who are 

persecuted today? 

Our yearning for goodness, truth, 

beauty, love, fulfillment is a prayer, 

conscious or unconscious. But it must never 

  

They left Stephen standing there all 

alone. Then they began to take off their 

cloaks. They piled their cloaks in a stack at 

the feet of a young man named Saul. Then 

they picked up big rocks and threw them at 

Ste] phen. 
As the stones hit Stephen all over his 

body, he began to pray out loud. “Lord 

Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
The rocks continued to strike his 

wounded body. Finally Stephen fell to his 

knees in pain. He knelt there on the ground 

as they kept throwing stones at him. 

He prayed in a loud voice. ‘‘Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.” 

Just as he finished his prayer, Stephen 

slumped to the ground. He breathed his last 

breath and died. Those who stoned him 

picked up their cloaks and went silently to 

their homes, wondering how he could pray 

for them. 

Questions 

1. After reading the story of Stephen, 

think about how easy it is to misjudge 

someone—to get the wrong idea about why 

a person is the way he or she is. Do you 

think you have ever misjudged anyone? 

2. God can sometimes get a message to 

us through someone who is persecuted and 

who is forced to suffer. Who has suffered in 

our modern world? Does God tell us 

anything through such persons? 

Children’s Reading Corner 

All the little Wood Duck could do was 

swim in circles. This annoyed his brothers 

and sisters and angered his mother. All the 

other animals laughed, shouted and 

growled at the little Wood Duck. Others 

teased him unkindly. The little Wood Duck 

suffered much from the unkindness of those 

who misjudged him. However life changed 

for the Wood Duck when the owl found out 

why he could not swim like the others and, 

also, after he saved his brothers and sisters 

from a hungry fox. “The Little Wood 

Duck,” by Brian Wildsmith is a story that 

parents and other adults can use to help 

children deal with prejudice and misun- 

derstanding. A story like this also can 

awaken children to the reality that there 

are “Stephens” today as well as in the 

early church. (Oxford University Press, 

200 Madison Ave., New York, NY. 1975. 

Hardback, $9.95.) 
1983 by NC News Service 

= ak 

Discussion Points and Questions 

1. What does the experience of | 

persecution and oppression do to the 

faith of believers, in your opinion? 

2. Do you know, or have you read 

about, a believer wh has suffered | 

imprisonment? Did ux experience 

cause the person’s prayers to change? 

3. Do you see a relationship bet- 

ween persecution and the search for 

meaning in life? What is it? 
4. Edith Stein and Elie Wiesel were 

two of the victims imprisoned by the 

Nazi regime. Do you think they found a 

way of remaining free in spite of im- 

prisonment? 

5. What kind of prayers do you 

likely to say? 

—® 
Reach 

out and 
Touch 
the United Way 

=~. ® 

v ie 
. a   

think people being persecuted are
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St. Bernard Parish 
Frenchtown, Indiana 

Fr. Frederick J. Denison, pastor 

by JIM JACHIMIAK 

On the outside, St. Bernard Church in 
Frenchtown looks much the same as when 
it was dedicated in 1894—it’s just a little 
shorter. But inside, chairs have replaced 

pews and the church has a modern ap- 
pearance. 

The Harrison County church is shorter 

now because the steeple was shortened 
during the pastorate of Father Andrew 
Diezeman, which lasted from 1960 to 1969. 
“We're on one of the highest points in the 
county,” the current pastor, Father 

Frederick Denison, explains. Parishioners 

feared that high winds would damage the 
steeple. 

The interior renovation was led by 
Father Donald Evrard, pastor from 1969 to 

1973. Parishioners completed most of the 
work in the church, which is the third one to 
house the parish since it was founded in 
1849. 

Another change was made in the church 
this year. “It got so hot this summer that it 
melted the candles,” Father Denison ex- 
plains. ‘‘So to stop the candles from wilting 
and the priest from wilting at the same 
time, we put in air conditioning.” 

Father Denison sees ‘‘a real spirit of 

cooperation” at St. Bernard. ‘‘The people 
have a lot of know-how. If you want 
something done, they’ll know how to do it 
and they’ll have the equipment to do it.” 
For example, parishioners recently built a 
shelter house, with some lumber coming 
from a woods on the parish’s 18 acres of 
land. 

Parishioners have been “very flexible 
with the changes in the Mass.” Although 
they had to adjust to using the chairs, “I 
think they’ve come to appreciate the fact 
that this has given the church more 
flexibility.” 

THE PARISH is “very much a com- 

munity,” according to Father Denison. But 
members also have a good relationship 
with other churches. “There are a lot of 
small congregations. It’s not a 
predominantly Catholic area, but there are 
a lot of churchgoers.” St. Bernard par- 
ticipates in a joint Thanksgiving service. 

Softball, too, is “kind of an ecumenical 
thing.” During the summer, a local league 
uses the parish softball diamond three 
times each week. 

  

serving their neighbors. Residents of 
Frenchtown once drew water from the 
parish’s 100,000-gallon underground tank. 
“It was a pretty self-sufficient com- 
munity,”’ Father Denison points out. Now, 
the town is connected to a municipal water 
system in nearby Ramsey. But the tank, 14 

feet from top to bottom, is still full in case 

of fire in Frenchtown. 
On July 4, St. Bernard sponsored an 

outdoor dance, fireworks and live music for 
the community. Father Denison notes that 

the event was held in appreciation of 
community support of parish dances and 
other activities. It drew ‘‘well over 1,000 

people,” he says. 

A parish festival is held annually, with 
25 percent of the profit going to fire victims 
or other needy residents of the area. 

“The parish provides on-site meal 
service for senior citizens,” Father 

Denison adds. Community Services of 
Corydon provides the meals. 

“WE ALSO have an emergency clothing 
closet that is a government project,” 
Father Denison says. Clothing is available 
for fire victims and other needy residents, 
whether Catholic or not. ‘‘Any time there’s 
aneed, the clothing is here.” 

St. Bernard is also a distribution site for 
federally-subsidized butter and cheese 
programs. 

In addition, Father Denison says, 
“through Community Services, should we 
have a bad winter, our school building will 
be used as an emergency shelter.” He notes 
that the school served as a shelter after a 
tornado 15 years ago. 

“We’ve never had a day of school in the 
building,” according to Father Denison, 
“although it has been used in a number of     
different ways.” The original parish school 
closed in 1896, and the new building was 
completed in 1966 but never opened as a 
school. “‘I think that while the people were 
disappointed, they have always looked for 
new ways to use the building. So that is a 
credit to them,”’ Father Denison believes. 

The building houses a CCD program, 
coordinated by Jo Ann Smith. ‘We have 
very high attendance—almost 100 per- 
cent,” Father Denison says. “I’m very 
pleased with the program that we have 
here.” 

And he is so pleased with the parish, he 
says, that “‘I only let retired priests come 

come, they’ll want to take it away from 
me.” 

But he does receive assistance from 
Steve Donahue, a second year theology 
student at St. Meinrad School of Theology. 
“This is his adopted parish,” the pastor 
explains. ‘“He’s been a great help to us. 
He’s done all kinds of things, from main- 
tenance to communion calls.” 

Organizations include ‘both an active 
men’s club and an active women’s club, 
which is unusual.”” 

The men’s club “underwrites the ac- 
tivities of the CYO,” sponsors activities for 
children and plans an annual outing for 

club assist with charitable works and ‘‘just 
serve as general all-around helpers.” 

St. Bernard’s parish council has been 
“instrumental in guiding the parish,” 
especially in its service projects, Father 
Denison points out. 

He sees an emphasis on family at St. 
Bernard. Parishioners “look upon the 
parish as an extension of their families,” he 
says. “It’s a parish that is growing through 
the families that are here.” Because of that 
growth, a second Sunday Mass was 
recently added. 

  
“And,” he says, “we have lots of 

here. I’m afraid that if the active ones parishioners. Members of the women’s babies. 
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  youth CORNER—   

St. Meinrad marathon 

benefits CACD 
by SUSAN M. MICINSKI 

_ Students at St. Meinrad 
' Seminary literally kept the 
ball bouncing, and raised 
nearly $1,000 in the process 

_. during their second annual 
basketball marathon for 

Cooperative Action for 
Community Development 

_(CACD), a _ non-profit 
program organized and 

operated by St. Meinrad 

Proceeds from the 
marathon will be used by 
CACD to continue community 
service programs for 
residents of the Lincoln Hills 
region of southern Indiana. 
The program has been ser- 
ving youth, mentally and 
physically handicapped, 
senior citizens and low- 

“income people in the local 
area for almost 20 years. 

Eighty people par- 
ticipated in the marathon, 
including students, faculty 
and residents of the town of 
St. Meinrad. Several students 
played for a total of 18 hours. 
Almost all the money raised 
was pledged by residents of 
the local area. 

Refreshments were 
donated by McDonald’s of 
Jesper. Another marathon is 
being planned for next year. 

wn 

The CYO holiday 
basketball tournaments 
which began Dec. 16 will 

lude some time b 
Christmas and New Year’s. 

Cadet A is being sponsored 
by Our Lady of Lourdes; 
Cadet B, St. Philip’s; Cadet 

Lifesigns 
Sunday, Dec. 25 

(Christmas Day), 
“Lifesigns,”’ the new and 
exciting radio show for 
youth, will feature a 
rebroadcast of ‘Par- 
tying” with youth from 
St. Thomas Aquinas in 
Indianapolis. The show 
previously annouced for 
this date will be aired 
Jan. 15. Sunday, Jan. 1 
(New Year’s Day), the 
show will feature “If I 
tad to do It Over” with 
youth from _ St. 
Lawrence, Lawren- 
ceburg. The program is 
aired at 11:35 a.m. on     WICR 88.7 FM. 

C, CYO Center; ‘‘56” A, Holy 
Spirit; ‘56’ B, Little Flower; 
and ‘‘56”’ C, St. Luke. 

The dance held at the CYO 
Center on Dec. 12 netted $180 
which was donated to the 
Caritas program. Some 
handcrafted toys made by a 
brother of William Kuntz, 
executive director of CYO, 
were also donated to the 
Catholic Social Services 

Eee eek 

St. Mark’s parish is 
hosting a citywide holiday 
youth dance on Thursday, 
Dec. 29 from 7:30 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Tickets are $2. 

wk 

Over 200 prospective 
students and their parents, as 
well as alumni, passed 
through the halls of Scecina 
Memorial High School during 
its annual Open House held 
Dec. 4. 

The Open House, designed 
to show the public various 
facets of Scecina, included 
tours through the school, 
classroom presentations, 
computer lab demonstrations 
and a reception hosted by 
Scecina’s Booster Club 
parents. 

Raymond F. Riley, 
principal, gave two special 
presentations about the many 
benefits Scecina has to offer 
its students and the 
surrounding community. 

The placement test for 
ing freshi will be 

administered Jan. 7, 1984 at 
Scecina beginning at 8:30 
a.m. Reet 

Some people may dream 
of seeing their name in lights, 
but for those attending 
Chatard High School, this has 
become a reality, thanks to 
the recently installed data 
sign board that flashes 
moving words across a 
screen. 

Lawrence Bowman, 
principal, explained that the 
board can be used for an- 
nouncements, birthday 
greetings and correct time. 
“It’s actually a computer 
with a six foot long display 
board that’s something new . 
for high schools.” 

Each night the computer 
is programmed with the next 
day’s annoucements. “It’s 
really an effective tool,” the 
principal stated. 

Per ly installed in 

  

00 IT YOURSELF AND SAVE! 

UPHOLSTERY 
cee FABRIC 

the cafeteria, the board. is 
secure from theft and van- 
dalism. 

wae 

Ritter High School will 
host an Open House on Jan. 12 
for prospective students and 
their parents. 

Representatives 
Ritter’s 10 feeder 
will be on hand to guide 
parents and students through 
the school, informing them of 
what educational programs 
are available. For further 
information t the 

from 

after the store opened. Som   CHRISTMAS SPIRIT—A crowd of about 300 pushes and shoves in Hills department store 

in Lynchburg, Va., stripping the shelves of 138 Cabbage Patch dolls within a few seconds 
Some customers arrived at 6:30 a.m. to stand in line for the store’s 

9 a.m. opening for a chance to grab one of this season’s hottest toys, which includes 
“adoption” papers. (NC photo from UPI) 

  

  

  

school. 
kik 

Brebeuf Preparatory 
School will present the 

drama, ‘Jimmie Shine,” on 
Jan. 13, 15 and 16. For ticket convocation, open to the invitational speech meet for] 

information contact the public, will beheld on Jan. 20 sixth, seventh and eighth 

school. 

dORIS ANSWERS youth 

Reader challenges Doris’ advice 
Dear Doris: 

I would like to comment on 
a column in which you told a 

young girl, who felt that girls 
abiding by “‘the rules of good 
behavior” never get asked 
out on dates, that you didn’t 
agree that “good girls” never 
got asked out. 

Anne M. was concerned 
and ‘wanted to know why 
Sunday sermons didn’t 
contain a little “human 
feeling and reach out to guys 
to reaffirm what they are 
taught at home.” 

You told her to “take your 
time and select only those 
friends who meet your own 
moral standards,” and that 
you agreed home and church 
share the responsibility of 
moral guidance but that it 
should be done in many ways, 
not just in sermons, because 
“sermons are for everyone, 
not just the young.” 

You said you were against 
the church ‘drumming” 
things into people like lines of 
a play and that you felt the 
“real way of life based in 
church teaching should be 
taught at home by love, 
discipline and example.” 

I felt your answer to be a 
bit of a put-down. Everyone 
needs support and rein- 
forcement. Have you 
forgotten how difficult the 
“dating game”’ is? 

It is great for home to be 
the example, but the church 
has its responsibilities, too, 
because it teaches all 
families about this part of 
life. 

To me your advice seemed 
gratuitous—‘“‘select only 

those who meet your moral 
standards.” Anne M. sounded 
as though she was doing that 
and she was still having 
trouble. 

The church has a great 
opportunity, and mission, to 
teach moral values. It is 
especially t when 
society is fostering an op- 
posite way of life. 

“The family alone” is an 
overused answer in the 
church today. The church’s 
power to inform and inspire a 
person regardless of other 
influences has always been a 
way of spreading the Good 
News. It should not let this 
issue, or any other, go by 
default. 

‘A Reader 

Dear Reader: - 
Thanks for reading and 

An academic honors 

at 11:15a.m. 

should be a guiding force 
within the church. There 
should be a support system to 
help families and, individuals 
find the Christian path. But 
that force, that system, 
should not be born of an in- 
stitution; it should be born 
from within a local believing 

community. 

The school will host anj 

ee aan. 2 2B.   Perhaps you, and Anne 
M., and myself should a 
work within our own com: 
munities, as should others i 
their own. If there is a n 
for support, build a system. 
The responsibility and 
portunity does rest with 
church—and we — are 
church. 

        

INDIANA PAINT AND 
ROOFING COMPANY 

2015 Broad Ripple Avenue « Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 

e ROOFING « PAINTING » GUTTERS 

253-0431 
Gary Robling, Owner 

“Protection From The Top Down”     taking the time to respond. 
Perhaps you are right and 

the church should take a 
stronger stand and raise its 
voice louder in order to be 
heard in today’s stifling 
society. 

Let us be careful, 
however, to separate the 
institution of the church from 
the church which is in reality 
the people. The institution is 
fallible and must be taken 
with a grain of salt. It, in 
itself, is not representative of 
church. 

You are church, I am 
church, Anne M. is church, 
the local priest, the local 
street people, we are all 
church and we must work 
together to discern the words 
of Christ and the values that 
make us all Christian. 

You are right, there 
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Send to 
OF. Box M10, Indianays 

December 26 December 30 Northside and Westside Youth groups from the Separated, Divorced and Batesville Deanery will enjoy a 
dance from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. at 
St. Lawrence Gym 
ceburg. Cost is $1 

December 31 
St. Bernadette Parish, 4838 

Fletcher Ave., will hold a New 
Year's Eve Party beginning with 
Buffet Dinner from 7 to9p.m. DJ 
Jay Reynolds will play music for 
all ages from 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 
4.m. $20/couple, $10/singles 

tae 
The Catholic Widowed 

Organization (CWO) will enjoy a New Year's Eve Party at the 
home of Bob Beckerich beginning 
at 8:30 p.m. BYOB. Cal} 253-8771 
for information 

the 

Separated, Divorced 

Remarried Catholics will meet at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish Center. Discussion on 
“Creativity.” Call Jan Mills 259. 
4422, Sara Walker 259-8140 or 
Mary Jane Oakley 247-0286 for 
information 

Lawren- 

December 29 
A Parish Christmas Dinner 

will be held at 6:30 p.m. at St 
Benedict Church, Terre Haute 

December 31- 
January 1 

A Young Adult Retreat will be 
held at Mount St. Francis Retreat 
Center. Call 812-923-8817 between 
9am. and4p.m for information 

and 
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9:30 p.m. at Alverna Ret 
Center, 8140 Spring Mill 
Phone 257-7338 for information | 

January 5 
A Support Group Meeting 

be held from 7 to 8:30 pm 
Kordes Enrichment 
Ferdinand 

The Successful Living 
conducted by Franciscan F. 
Justin Belitz continues from 

  

House, 8140 Spring Mill Rd. ¢ 
257-7338 for information 

    

  

Center 

    

to 9:30 p.m, at Alverna Retreat 

   

   
   
   

  

   
     

    
   
   
    

    

    
    
    

    
   

  

   

   

reat 
Rd 

will 
at 

all 

Remarried Catholics are plan ¢ “ 
ning a City Wide New Year's January 7 Party at 9 p.m. Bring snack and The Blue Army of Our Lady of beverage to share. Call Judy Fatima will hold its First Guilliam 545-7204 or Bob Lawless Saturday Holy Hour at 3 p.m. in 546-3453 for further information St. Jude's Church, 5353 Mc tek Farland Rd 

A New Year's Eve Dance 
sponsored by Holy Cross Church January 8 will be held in Holy Cross Half, Kordes Enrichment Center, 125 N. Oriental St., from 9 p.m. to Ferdinand, offers an eight-day 1 am. DJ. Gary Amonett Directed Retreat beginning today | 

: 
BYOB; beer and setups at 7.9 p.m. Call 612-367-2777 for — | available. Donation: $5 per more information HER A TREN I yt person 

eon NVAK THING Th VE FOF ¢ . — a January 1 Meth witciagiaetpene, 9 1 pin; Rocca igi FRIDAY. eames cancer The Blessed Sacrament is Epiphe y Party inthe Green School, 6:30 p.m.; St. Peter Cla- 6:40 p.m.; St. Christopher parish 
exposed for quiet prayer and Rooin at 12 noon Bring a Yer Center, 3110 Sutherland Ave., hall Speedway, 7 p.r Rita 
reflection from noon until Wrapped gift for Saints’ names 5 P.m.; St. Simon, 6:30 p.m parish hall, 6:30 ; Holy 
Benediction at 5:45 p.m. in St drawing WEDNESDAY: St Anthony, 6:30 Cross, 5:30 p.m.; } Name 
Joan of Arc Church, 4200 Central P.m.; St. Patrick, 11:30 a.m.; St. Hartman Hall. 6 30 p.m. SATUR 
Ave 

Socials Roch, 7-11 p.m THURSDAY St. DAY Cathedral Hi, schoo! January 24 
Catherine parish hall, 6:30 p.m p.m.; K of © Counci 1305 N MONDAY: St. Ann, 6:30 p.m.; Holy Family K of C, 6:30 p.m. Delaware, 4:30 p.m. SUNDAY 

A Directed Retreat based on Our Lady of Lourdes, 6:30 p.m,; Westside K of C, 220 N. Country ardinal Ritter High School, 6 
the Spiritual Exercises of St St. Thomas, Fortville, 7 p.m. Club Road; St. Peter Claver Cen- p.m; St Philip pa hall, 3 
Ignatius will be conducted by TUESDAY: K of C Pius X Council ter, 3110 Sutherland Ave., 5 p.m. p.m Benedictine Sister Gwen Goss, 
Beth Ann Hughes and Holy Cross 
Father Robert Nogosek at Beech 
Grove Benedictine Center, 1402 
Southern Ave., Beech Grove 
Deposit: $50, balance: $100. Call 
788-7581 for further information 

January 3 
The first session of the Suc- 

cessful Living course conducted 
by Franciscan Father Justin 
Belitz will be held from 7:30 to 

  

Make This Year’s Gift 

SUCCESSFUL 
LIVING 

A COURSE IN 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

AND HAPPINESS 

In a 16-hour experience you w 

in every human being and shown how y 
your benefit. 

The course is primarily lec- 
ture, with a small amount of group 
discussion no written 
homework or reading is required 

Classes are Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. beginning January 3 and in- 
clude such topics as: How to 
Overcome Failure, Overcoming 
Fear, Motivating Yourself, Moti- 
vating Others, Creative Thinking, 
Visualization, etc. 

Through The Years 

understanding of the success mechanism that is present 
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Group aims 
A “Women's Growth 

Group,” a new program of 
Catholic Social Services 
(CSS), designed primarily for 
women not working outside 
the home or for those working 
on a part-time basis, will 
begin in January. 

The program, which will 
meet two hours a day, once a 
week for six weeks, will offer 
instruction in assertiveness 
training, relaxation 

techniques, communications 

skills, sexuality and 
Spirituality. Sessions will be 
conducted by Roseanne 
Killen and Jo Ann Weber, CSS 
social workers who are In- 
diana University graduates 

and members of the National 
Association of Social 
Workers 

In addition to the women’s 

group, Killen has worked as a 
school and family counselor, 
and with the “Children of 
Divorce” program. Weber is 

presently working as a family 

counselor at St. Luke's 

“We want women who are 

at home to learn some coping 

skills in dealing with the 

significant people in their 

lives—such as husbands, 

children and other social 

groups,’ stated Killen 

Many women feel they're 

torn in many directions; 

constantly giving and having 

little left for themselves 
  

  
Place: Registration: Cost: Instructor: 

ALVERNA TUESDAY | $75 Father RETREAT January 3 Justin Belitz 8140 Spring Mill Rd 700 pm OFM.     Indpls., IN 46260   
  

For Additional 
Information 

& Reservations 

Call 257-7338 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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at non-working women 

  

We'd like to help women find will be on a sliding seeje time for themselves, and help depending on the family's them discover and meet their income. The counselors are own needs rather than planning on six to i@ pars | looking for satisfaction ticipants for this first-time beyond themselves. offering. For registration or Fees for “Women's further information 1 Growth Group,” which will either Killen or Weber be an on-going program to be Catholic Social Service held at the Catholic Center, 2: 1500 as soon as possible 
Li 

/ 

ST. ATHANASIUS BYZANTINE || 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

—Christmas Day Liturgy at 3:00 PM— 
Liturgy Held Monthly The 1st & 3rd St at ff 3:00 PM at Holy Spirit Catholic Chur 4 

7241 E. 10th Street Indianapolis | 

For Information Catt: 894-0106 or 839-9704 I 
Rev. Basil Hutsko, Administrator |   
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Jan. 26 Directed Retreat 

Jan. 14 A Day of Reflection for the Une 

Jan. 14 The Dynamics of F Ve 
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jon. 18 = When Comrr me De 
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dan 21 Le nall Grour 

  

For Further information Call: 788-7 581 

Or Write: Beech Grove Benedictine Center 
1402 Southern Avenue 
Beech Grove, IN 46107 

Please Send Brochure On: 
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Cardinal condemns London terrorist bombing 

Army as “a 
monstrous crime against God and 
humanity.” Pope John Paul II asked 
Prayers for the victims. More than 25 
pounds of explosives were set off Dec. 17 in 

Sex guidelines lauded 
WASHINGTON (NC)—The recent sex 

education guidelines issued by the Vatican 
are a “‘ balanced treatment” of 
the subject, said Bishop James W. Malone 
of Youngstown, Ohio, president of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. In 
a statement issued Dec. 19, the bishop said 
the document, “Educational Guidance in 
Human Love: Outlines for Sex Education,” 
encourages those involved in ‘the delicate 
task of education for human sexuality.” 

@ small car parked amid lunch-hour 
Christmas shoppers outside Harrod’s, a 
leading London department store. 

Suicide right denied 
RIVERSIDE, Calif. (NC)—Elizabeth 

Bouvia, a 28-year-old quadriplegic cerebral 
palsy victim, may not starve herself to 

Dec. 16. California Superior Court Judge 
John H. Hews ruled that Ms. Bouvia may 
have a right-to terminate her own life 
(suicide is not illegal in California), but 
that “‘this right has been overcome by the 
strong interest of the state and the 
society—preservation of life.” A month 
earlier, Bishop Philip F. Straling of San 
Bernardino, Calif., had deplored efforts to 
establish a legal precedent to justify 
suicide. 
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COUPLES’ WORKSHOP—Valerie R. Dit on, archdilocesan family life director, leads a workshop for sponsor couples in the New Albany Deanery. Sponsor 
preparation of couples for marriage. (Photo by Fr. Louis Manna, OFM Conv.) 

  
  

  

  

  

    

    
   

   
    

     
   

  

     

  

Lutherans praise pope’s visit 
The World Lutheran Federation has praised Pope John 

Paul II’s visit to a Lutheran Church in Rome as an im- 
portant world ecumenical event and ‘‘a unique signal which 
should encourage more local Lutheran-Roman Catholic 
encounters throughout the world.” The official statement 
was issued Dec. 16 by Carl Mau, federation secretary 
General, after the editor of a federation newsletter had 
criticized the Dec. 11 papal visit as a “staged ecumencial 
show.” 

Nun killed during prison break 
WASHINGTON (NC)—Peruvian President Fernando 

Belaunde Terry said the shots which killed an American nun 
and injured another Dec. 14 were unauthorized, and those 
responsible will be punished. Columban Sister Joan Mary 
Sawyer, a U. S. citizen born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
was killed after she and three other American nuns involved 
in prison ministry were taken hostage by inmates at- 
tempting to escape from a prison in Lima, Peru, and police 
began shooting at the escape vehicle. The wounded nun, 
Marist Sister Theresa J. Pasterczyk from Dracut, Mass., 
was released from a hospital after a bullet was removed 
from her arm. 

  

    

COME PRAY 

Peace and Vocations 
Sunday, January 1, 1984 

St. Joan of Arc Church 
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for quiet prayer 
and reflection from noon until Benediction at 5:45 PM 
  

  

  
Let Mother Hubbard 

Clean Your Cupboard 
* General Cleaning * Walls = <> 
* Windows ( y ~ 

Hubbard 3X)’ 

    

CNR 
Cleaning Services U y 

Call: 897-2436     

  

Holy Cross Hall 
125 N. Oriental Street, Indianapolis 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 
DANCE 

Saturday, December 31st 
9:00 PM to 1:00 AM 

Disc Jockey 

Gary Amonett 

* Beer & Set-ups Available 

BYOB 
DONATION: $5.00 per person 

  

St. Simon Church 
wishes to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation 

to all of you for your concern, love and 

A Countdown to a Dream... 

Dare to Share ’83 

  

  

THE WINNERS: 
1st ($200,000) — Bobby J. Johnson, Indianapolis, Indiana 
2nd ($50,000) — Patricia Scott, Bardstown, Kentucky 

    

  
     
   

  

generous support in our quest for a dream — 3rd ($50,000) — Lowell Jones, Indianapolis, Indiana 

  

Our Success is due to You! 

We would also like, to thank the following donors 
& sponsors for our “Gala Event Evening.” 

   4th ($50,000) — Dale Hoover, South Bend, Indiana 
Sth ($25,000) — LaVerne Harness, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
6th ($25,000) — Wally Collins, Indianapolis, Indiana 
7th ($10,000) — Bob Ashworth, Indianapolis, Indiana 
8th ($10,000) — E.L. Garbrecht, San Antonio, Texas 
9th ($10,000) — Jerry Wilson, Bargersville, Indiana 

10th ($10,000) — Marilyn Hardy, Bloomington, Indiana 
11th ($10,000) — D.E. Hardy, Louisville, Kentucky 
12th ($10,000) — William Rajk, Indianapolis, Indiana 
13th ($10,000) — Joseph Kocha, Indianapolis, Indiana 
14th ($10,000) — Judith Ferguson, Indianapolis, Indiana 
15th ($10,000) — William Pigg, Indianapolis, Indiana 

   

    
    

  

    
   

  

    
           

        

  

        
    

     
    

   

      

   

    

   
   
    

    
  

Donations: Other Sponsors: 

Paps Pub Brownsburg Waffle House 
Golden Ace Jim Malad, Inc. 
Heather Hills Liquors Mariott Hotel 
Irish Pub Columbia House Records 
McShane’s Scecina High School 17th 
Greenes Deli-Pub University of Notre Dame — 18th Franklin Place Coach Gerry Faust 19th 
Shi-Kay Joe Pickett 
Big Daddys St. Rita’s Church 21st 
St. Joe’s Little Flower Church 22nd 

Knights of Columbus B & F Distributors 23rd 
Harry C’s Brand Printing 
52nd Street Pub Consumer Products 25th 

Bruno T.V.   
16th — ($1,000) — Alphonse Sudhoff, Bryant, Indiana 

($1,000) — Mary Lou Steed, Indianapolis, Indiana 
($1,000) — Virgil Martin, Aurora, Indiana 
($1,000) — Walter Butler, Indianapolis, Indiana 

20th — ($1,000) — Robert Lee, Jr, Indianapolis, Indiana 
($1,000) — Bill Lugar, Lawrence, Indiana 
($1,000) — Jean Johnson, Indianapolis, Indiana 
($1,000) — Bob Stricklen, Indianapolis, Indiana 

24th — ($1,000) — William Popa, Indianapolis, Indiana 
($1,000) — Edward Mullikin, Indianapolis, Indiana   
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Patch Kid wants to sell ideas 
by JAMES BREIG 

I was about to begin my Christmas column when a 
stranger walked into my office. I had never met her before, 
but I had read a lot about her type. 

She was a Cabbage Patch Kid, like the one my wife and I 
had got our daughter for Christmas. I was beginning to feel 
guilty about having one when so many 
other people were just about killing to find I 
one. 

From the looks of the doll who ap- 
proached my desk, she was fresh out of 
the garden. Nonetheless, she was ar- 
ticulate when she asked me to pop a clean 
tape into my recorder so I would get her 
message straight. (Cheeky lot, aren't 
they? And I don’t mean just the size of 
their faces.) 

So here it is—my interview with a 
Cabbage Patch doll, unedited and 
unrehearsed: 

Me: Let’s begin with your name. 
She: Miriam. That’s what it says on my adoption papers. 

See? 
Me: Cute. Why have you come to see me? 

Miriam: I heard you 
could get my story out to the 
public. I want to talk to 
people about Christmas. And 
what they could give each 
other. 

ME: WAIT a second! I 
can’t use this column to 
advertise toys, even one as 
popular as you. You know, 
I’ve been reading about you 
and your kind. You’ve caused 
quite a disturbance this year. 

Miriam: I know. That’s 
why I’m here, but I don’t 
want to sell me; I want to sell 
some ideas. 

Me: What’s with your 
type this Christmas? Why is 
everyone going nutty over 
you? I heard one woman on a 

TV news report say, ‘“‘They’re 
ugly, but I’ve got to have 
one.” 

Miriam: That’s part of 
our allure. We’re so homely 
we're cute. Like real people. 
It’s better for children to love 
us than to love a flame- 
throwing tank or a Darth 
Vader figure. Agree? 

Me: But what about the 
news stories I’ve read and 
seen about people fighting to 

get one of you? I’ve seen 
shoppers mug each other. 
That can’t be good. 

Miriam: That can’t be 
Christmas. That’s why I am 
here. I would like people to 
step back and think a little. 
Maybe they could think about 
why we're coveted so. 

Me: I’ve read theories 
from psychologists and 
adoption workers and just 
plain folks. Maybe people 
want you so much because of 
the adoption papers. It’s like 
you're for real. You're 
supposed to be different from 
every other doll. 

MIRIAM: Again, like real 
people. But if real people are 
so unique, too, then they are 
more lovable than us and 
should not be pushed around 
in department stores. They 
should be respected. All year 
and everywhere, too. 

Me: I'd get a little sad 
watching those scenes. The 
same newspeople who talk 
about the rush for you could 
also report on the one and a 
half million real babies who 
are aborted every year. Or 
about the real parents who 
can’t have children and can’t 
adopt because the babies are 
dying. Or about the children 
who could be adopted but 
aren’t because they are black 
or handicapped or just too 
old. 

Miriam: It’s so sad. And 
Christmas isn’t supposed to 
be sad. 

Me: My sister works in an 
adoption agency. She com- 
pares your friends with real 

life. You can find all the black 
Cabbage Patch Kids you 
want, but no one takes them. 
They sit on the shelves. They 
can’t make enough white 
ones. 

Miriam: There’s another 
reason I’m sad. I worry about 
being forgotten in a year. Or 

three days after Christmas, 
as one person predicted. 
We'll be forgotten by those 
who wanted us so bad. Or 
maybe even by those who 
have us. We'll be flung in the 
corner with all the teddy 

bears and Raggedy Anns 
from Christmas past. It’s like 
that for the first Christmas 
baby, too. 

Me: Jesus? How so? 
Miriam: People pay 

attention to Him at Christ- 
mas. Then they forget Him. 
He’s cute in the crib, but He’s 
not so cute when he asks 
people to do without, to pray 
hard, to sacrifice for others, 

to follow Him, to carry a 

cross. A lot of people don’t 
want to hear that. They 

crowd the church at 
Christmas, but you won’t find 

them on Good Friday. They'll 
wear mistletoe but not ashes. 
Maybe they are the same~™ 
people who rush to grab dolls 
and knock down their 
neighbors doing it 

Me: I'll see your message 
gets out. Funny  thing— 

Miriam was probably the 

Blessed Virgin’s name. It’s 

Hebrew for Mary 

Miriam: I know 

And with that she left my 

office. 

Merry Christmas 

Vatican art featured on TV 
by HENRY HERX were displayed in five sec- 

tions, beginning with early 

NEW YORK (NC)—For Christian art and ending with 
the millions of Americans the collection of modern 
who have not visited the religious art initiated in 1973. 
exhibit of art treasures from Guiding viewers through the 
the Vatican, a 30-minute many 

documentary on it, “Lift Up exhibit is Philippe de Mon- 

dialogue between (he papacy 
and art.” 

The exhibit is a very rich 
visual experience, a cultural 
event that is also deeply 
spiritual. Part of the reason 

Your Heart,” is being syn- 
dicated to television stations 
around the country. 

The program introduces 
the exhibit with a short 
history of how the Vatican art 
collections began and 
developed over the centuries. 
It also provides the 1982 
announcement of this un- 
precedented tour of 237 works 
selected from ‘‘the patrimony 
of art preserved in the 
Vatican.” In that statement, 
Pope John Paul II extols the 
importance of art, par- 
ticularly in its ability “‘to 
uplift the human spirit to the 
uncreated source of all 
beauty.” 

The documentary was 
filmed in New York's 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
where the Vatican collections 

  

A Guide to 

Superior Dining 

    
   

  

      
   

Dodd’s Town House 

LUNCH: Monday-Friday — 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
DINNER: Monday-Saturday — 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Sunday — Noon to 8:00 PM 

Think of us for your 
Holiday Catering needs 

5694 N. Meridian + Indianapolis » 255-0872 ~~ 

  

   

   
  

CHINESE RESTAURANT 
AUTHENTIC PEKING & SZECHUAN CUISINE 

LUNCH-DINNER 
COCKTAILS 
CARRY-OU 
LUNCH: TUES FP 

Grand Opening 
OF OUR NEW LOCATION 

IN NORA PLAZA! 
1300 East 86th Street 

(Next to Nora Bow!) 

BANQUET FACILITY: UP TO 200 (NEW LOCATION) 

   

  

DINNER: q 

N 4 

AE, MC, VISA, se yrvidbstetrage 
DC, CB Phone: (317) 899-3270     

    
McCLARNEY’S 
Famous Restaurant & Lounge 

CELEBRATING OUR 

55th YEAR 

GOOD 
OLD FASHIONED 
HOME COOKED 

LUNCH & DINNERS 

Also Featuring: 

« STEAKS 
* SEAFOOD 

* CHICKEN 
Cafeteria Line 

& Table Service 

WE DO IT RIGHT OR WE 
WOULDN'T STILL BE HERE 

1435 W. Morris Street 
Indianapolis 
632-1772 

  

LITE PLATE 
for lighter appetites 

$1.89 
OUR DELICIOUS 

LIGHTER FARE 
¢ ‘2 Order of 
Selected Meats 

* 2 Side Dishes— 
Ye Order Each 

* Choice of Muffin 
Biscuit or Roll 

EVANS CAFETERIA 
5212 College Avenue 

Hours: Mon-Fri 11-8 
Closed Sat; Sun: 11-7 

Closed Dec. 24, 25, 26   

splendors of this this television tour proves so 
successful is Montebello’s 

tebello, director of the commentary, which is as 
Metropolitan Museum. enthusiastic ib Te 

knowledgeable. In com 
It’s a short tour but a full a : municating his own pleasure 

one during which Montebello in these works of art, he helps 
singles out various works for ys to share in their joy, in 

detailed appreciation, but their ability ‘to uplift the 
always within the context of human spirit.’’ The 
the exhibit and how they program’s title is indeed an 

relate to what he calls “‘the apt one. 
  

      MEXICAN 
RESTAURANTE 

Thinking of having a Holiday Party? 

Call Cisco’s for Reservations 
OPEN NEW YEAR'S DAY — 3 p.m 

Broadripple Location Only 
Closed Christmas Da 

gpm 

Have a Happy Holiday 

  In Celebration of Christmas 

f It Pays to 1 

| Advertise 
Call: 236-1581 

  

  

& Fregys BAR-B-Q 

DELICIOUS BAR-B-Q SANDWICHES (BIG & JUICY) 

6247 N. COLLEGE AVE / 
255-4243 

Mon-T   
   

      

ANEW 

IN FINE 
DINING 

(ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED) 
— CARRY-OUT AVAILABLE — 

JUST THE BEST 
2 BROTHERS. . .2 GREAT RESTAURANTE 

RUS 

  

Fine Chinese & American Cuisine 
Cocktails, Beer & Wine, Exotic Drin! 

BAR-B-Q RIBS (LEAN & MEATY) 
BAR-B-Q CHICKEN (1/4, 1/2 or WHOLE) 
HOT VEGETABLES or COLD SALADS 

CHOCOLATE & COCONUT PIE (home made) 
HOT APPLE DUMPLINGS (every day) 

CAFETERIA & COMPLETE CARRY-OUT SERVICE 

OPEN MONDAY thru SATURDAY 10:30 AM to 9:30 PM 
CLOSED SUNDAY 

FOR CALL-IN ORDERS, PHONE: 353-8719 
5444 E 21st St. — Indianapolis, IN 46218 

We Now Have 
THE OTHER ROOM 

9984 E. Washington St. 
(Washington Corner) 

Indianapolis, Indiana       
from around the world 

Banquet & Carry-Out Service 

CHrOYS WOKS 

3849 GEORGETOWN RO 
293-5676    

|   
  

  
898-8844 

  

 



  

  

  

\_QbITUARIES— 
+ BAILEY, Steven L., 29, St. 
Augustine, Jeffersonville, 
December 13. Son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gowdy; brother of Michael, 
Gerald, Kenneth, Sandra and 
Kimberly. 

+ BARRETT, Viola Fischer, 73, 

St. Gabriel, Connersville, 
December 13. Wife of Andy; 
mother of Joseph L.; sister of 
Elmer and Herman Barnhorst 

and Mary Fritsch; half-sister of 
Freida O’Brien. 

+ BECHT, Clifford V., 65, St. 
Gabriel, Connersville, December 
6. Father of James E. and 
Thomas E.; grandfather of two; 
brother of Elizabeth Fields. 

+ CAITO, Florence E., 64, Little 
Flower, Indianapolis, December 
10. Mother of Anthony, John M., 
Francis, Anita K., Mary Ann 
Maio, Patricia Shreiber and 
Theresa M. Cook. 

+ COLLINS, Thomas E., 60, Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Indianapolis, 
December 15. Husband of Helen 

Priest, Oldenburg native, dies 
SOUTHFIELD, Mich.—Fra- 

neiscan Father Irvin Gehring, a 
native of Oldenburg, Ind., 
received the Mass of Christian 
Burial at Duns Scotus Friary 
chapel here on Dec. 16. Father 
Irvin, age 69, died Dec. 10 at Duns 
Scotus Center after a long illness. 

After graduating from Holy 
Family Elementary School in 
Oldenburg, Fr. Irvin attended St. 
Francis High School Seminary in 
Cincinnati and entered the Or- 
ders of Friars Minor at age 19. He 
was ordained a priest in 1941. 

Fr. Irvin served in pastorates 
in Lafayette, Ind., San Angelo, 
Tex., Peoria, Ill. and Ft. Wayne, 
Ind. From 1948 to 1957 he directed 
the Franciscan Missionary 
Union, providing material 
necessities to missionaries. Since 
1979 Fr. Irvin had been a spiritual 
advisor and confessor at Duns 
Scotus Center. 

Survivors of Fr. Irvin include 
three brothers: Franciscan 
Father Owen Gehring of Aztec, 
N.M., Myron, Batesville, and 

E.; father of Donald, Christina, 
Carol Routh and Sue Stouffer. 

+ DIEMER, Patricia C. 
Mulvaney, 55, St. Joan of Arc, 
Indianapolis, December 8. Wife of 
James R.; mother of Jim, 
Patrick, John, Robert, Kathleen, 
Mary Ellen and Colleen 
Lupiezowiec; daughter of Bettie 
Barber; sister of Dennis and 
Mark Mulvaney; grandmother of 
six. 

+ ERHARDT, Julius, 78, St. 
Anthony of Padua, Morris, 
December 5. Husband of Leona; 
father of Rose Marie 
Grunkemeyer and Richard; 
grandfather of 11. 

+ FETTIG, Wilhelmina, St. 
Gabriel, Connersville, December 
13. Sister of Kathryn, Charles, 
Paul, and Martha Schlichte. 

+ JACKSON, Della Hill, 78, St. 
Bernard, Frenchtown, December 
5. Mother of Walter, Dennis, 
Millie Ward and Betty Preflatish. 

+ KRUPA, Vilma, 86, St. Andrew, 
Richmond, December 8. Mother 
of Mary Wiley, Rose Czerlau, 

Dennis, Springfield, O.; and two) 
sisters: Mrs. Ray D. Parker,| 
Phoenix, Ariz. and Mrs. Mark 
Thalheimer, Batesville. 

Franciscan nun 

is buried 
OLDENBURG—Sister Clotil+ 

da Marie Gohmann, a member of| 
the Oldenburg  Franciscan| 
Community for 70 of her 90 years, 
died here Dec. 16 and received) 
the Mass of Christian Burial on| 
Dec. 19. 

Anative of New Albany, Sister] 
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Ella Steed, Robert and George; 
grandmother of 19; sister of 
Frank Gilmore. 

+ LAMB, Gwyneth M., 50, Our 
Lady of the Greenwood, 
Greenwood, December 12. Wife of 
Gerald; mother of Joseph, 
James, Scott and Karen; 
daughter of Armond and Sylvia 
Guimond. 

+ MODLIN, Helen E., 75, Our 
Lady of the Greenwood, 
Greenwood, December 10. 
Mother of Gerald, and Theresa 
Murnan; grandmother of seven; 
great-grandmother of 16. 

+ MONROE, Margaret Cushing, 
74, St. Augustine, Jeffersonville, 
December 8. Sister of John A. and 
Bernard A. Cushing. 

+ MONTGOMERY, Mabel M., 71, 
Assumption, Indianapolis, 
December 10. Wife of Everett; 
mother of Jack, James, Gerald, 
Robert, Luticia Scruggs and Jean 

Key; sister of Ann Carter; 
grandmother of 16; great- 
grandmother of five. 

+ OWENS, Richard, 64, St. Philip 
Neri, December 12. Brother of 
Thomas; uncle of Rick and Janet. 

+ REUTER, H. William, 80, 
Assumption, Indianapolis, 
December 12. Father of William 
L., Earl R. and Robert E.; 
brother of Ernest, Dorothy 
Draper and Mabel Fowler. 

+ RISCH, Cecelia, 85, St. Gabriel, 
Connersville, December 14. 
Mother of Rita Haviland, Betty 
Pflum, Rosemary Brown and 
Wilbur; grandmother of 19; 
great-grandmother of 29; brother 
of Frank and Joe Ripperger. 

+ SKEHAN, Donald T., 53, St. 
John the Apostle, Bloomington, 
December 6. Father of Mark, 
Kim Corso, Brian, Kathleen and 
Michael. 

+ SNYDER, Anthony, 83, St. 
Gabriel, Connersville, December 
5. Father of Paul J. and Charles 
E.;_ grandfather of 10; great- 
grandfather of 12. 

+ THOMPSON, Hildegard, 82, St. 
Bernard, Frenchtown, December 
2. Sister of Lawrence Steer- 
stedter, Pauline Churchill, Elsie 
Jacobi, Bonna Holzheimer and 
Rosalie Colson. 

Rites held for 
ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOO- 

DS—Providence Sister Mary 
Kathleen Byrnes, age 85, died 
here on Dec. 10 and received the 
Mass of Christian burial on Dec. 
13. The former Mabel Byrnes was 
born in Hammond, Ind. where 
she attended All Saints 
Elementary School and St 
Joseph High School. 

After studying at St. Mary-of- 
the-Woods College, Sister Mary 
Kathleen entered the 
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+ THORNE, Warren E., 44, Our 

Lady of Lourdes, Indianapolis, 
December 13. Husband of Carol; 

father of Michael and Anne; son 
of Mrs. Bulas Thorne; brother of 
Donald, and Laura Morgason 

+ WILLIAMS, Lillian M., 61, St 
Michael, Brookville, November 
28. Sister of Rich and Viola 
VanLao. 

Sister Byrnes 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
Providence in 1932 and made her 
Final Vows in 1940. She was a 
second grade teacher in Chicago, 
Massachusetts, Maryland and 
Indiana schools staffed by the 
Sisters of Providence, including 
St. Catherine's in Indianapolis 
and Sacred Heart in Terre Haute 

Sister Mary Kathleen retired 
in 1966. She is survived by a 
cousin, Mrs. Robert Miller, of 
Highland, Ind. 

  

Classified Directory 
  

Employment 
  

EXPERIENCED TELEPHONE 
LAYWORKERS 

The Franciscans offer you an 

excellent opportunity to earn 
needed income by circulating 
their award-winning publication 

Enjoy generous commissions, 
good repeat sales and a tremen- 
dous religious experience. 

For Details Write: 
Father Peter 
c/o The Franciscans 
1615 Republic Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45210 

Miscellaneous 

  

  Clotilda Marie taught el 
tary, high school and college 
students before serving as 
assistant treasurer for the 
Franciscan Congregation from| 
1937 to 1952. Beginning in 1952, 
she served as treasurer for the} 
next 22 years. 

Sister Clotilda Marie retired inj 
1978. She is survived by a sister, 
Annette Whelan, of Davenport.   Towa. 

  

We're Fighting 
for Your Life 

American Heart Association t ) 

  

  

Cerre Haute 

For Complete Building 
Material Needs See 

Powell-Stephenson 
Lumber 

Shelbyville 
Hoosier Plumbing 

& Heating Co. 
Water Systems 

Plumbing Installations 

  

  

  
2723 S. 7th St 235-6263 1127 Miller Ave. 392-3269 

Lawrenceburg Support your local 
unit of 

Let Us Be Of Service To You 

The 

HOME American 

FURNITURE Cancer 
Hwy. 50 West 537-0610 Societ     
  

Katesville 

    WEBERDING’S 
CARVING SHOP, INC. 

iw HAND CARVING — PATTERN MAKING 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

R.R. NO. 3, BOX U7 
BATESVILL NDIANA 47006 

    

GAS FURNACES CLEANED 
by RETIRED GAS MAN 

Gas appliances connected and 
disconnected. Vent piping work 
Reasonable prices 

Call: 255-7103 
  

  

Connecnon 
@ } 6328 north college 
s| intl in. 46220 

ro 
Toke! fat 10-4 

Recycled Toys, Games, 
Books, Baby Equipment. 

ALSO — Hand-Made Items 
on Consignment     

SPIVEY CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

Electrical 

  

HOME BURGLAR 

ALARMS 

  

   

    
     
   

     

      

~(S AR 
ENA RIC 

oO 

  

  

WANTED TO BUY — Cash for your 
home or equity. No obligation. 924-5158 

  

Antiques Wanted 
Oriental Rugs, Furniture, 
Glassware, Diamond Rings, 
Sterling Silverware, Gold 
Coins, Old Toys & Trains, 
Guns, Wicker, Gold Rings, 
Pocket Watches, Quilts, 
Clocks, Paintings, China. 
Anything Antique. 

Mr. Sexson — 845-9888 

  
  

“We Sell To You—and For You" DAY or NIGHT 

A EMORIAL Plumbing 

3 Soc EY Joe’s 
nee Plumbing 
CON UEST 24 Hour Service 

OF C. CER. No Job to Big or Small. 

Downspout and Sewer 
e Openings. 

ess prpeaernrreyr tien ossrar ange Joe Fowler 

Auto Parts 356-2735 
  

Wilson Auto 
Parts & Service 

2302 E. 38th Street 

Complete Auto Service 

Front End Alignment 

HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 8 AM to 6 PM 
Saturday 8 AM to 3 PM 

253- 2779 

  

  

    

  
PLUMBE! 

WEILHAMMER PLUMBING 
NEW REMODELING REPAIR WORK 

Ww & OL D HOMES: 

WATER LINES & KITCHEN & BATH FIXTURES 
HOT WATER HEATERS INSTALLED & REPAIRED 
LICENSED CONTRACTOR BONDED WSUMED 

tmeeestmares. | 78Q- 
dame tocsnce ioe |e No anentn co 

vane sieuny 

              
    RETIREME   317-739-6441 

Real Estate 

f Wate Enjoy 

Van Bibber Lake, Inc. — Greencastle, Indiana 

  NT HOMES 

    317-539-4464 

  

ADD-ONS — REPAIRS 
Complete J.C. ALARM CO. SECURITY LIGHTING 
Home Since 1960 SMOKE DETECTORS 

; : SR. CITIZEN DISCOUNT 
Remodelin oo 

: BSALARM | | asrercaos isn 
786-4337 or 632-5276 FREE ESTIMATES 

Evening: 881-2438 FREE ESTIMATES CALL: 545-7155 

Want to Buy Home Wiring ALL TYPES OF     
LICENSED * BONDED « INSURED   FREE ESTIMATES 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE 
+ 60 & 100 AMP SERVICE 
+ RANGE & ORYER OUTLET 
+ AIR COND. WIRING 

s 

+ REWIRING & REPAIRING 

+ ELECTRIC HEAT 
+ BURGLAR ALARMS 

J.C. ELECTRIC Co. 
South & East North & West   787-5367 — 253-1142 

  

  

RUSCO 
storm doors and 
windows in 
10 decorator 
colors 

Carrico 
home improvement co 

St. Jude 

HEIDENREICH 
We Phone Flowers Anywhere 

  

The Telephone Flons! 

St. Simon 
VICTOR PHARMACY 

Prescription Center 

8057 E. 38th St. ears 3990 

Christ the King 
“BUY THE BEST FOR LESS” 

at 

Richards Market Basket 
2350 E. 52nd St. st Keystone 251-9263 

FARMER’S 
| JEWELRY & GIFT SHOP 

We Buy Old Gold 
Jewelry, Watch C B 
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| Keystone Piaza—5250 N. Keystone | 
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Remodeling 

  

for replacement windows, siding, patio enclosures, 
awnings, guttering and insulation 
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VIEWING Witch ARNOLO 

terion, ember 23, 1983 

‘Story’ warms most hearts 
by JAMES W. ARNOLD 

“A Christmas Story” has the right title for this time of 
year, and it will warm the funny bones if not the hearts of 
nearly everyone with a disposition sunnier than Scrooge’s— 
especially those ancient enough to remember bravely 
drinking Ovaltine and sending metal covers to the Little 
Orphan Annie radio show for a secret 
decoder ring. 

Let’s clear up a few things right away. 
This is literally “A Christmas Story,” 
since the plot is built around the Christ- 
mas season 40 years ago in a city in 
northern Indiana (probably Gary, but the 
movie locale is Cleveland). A nine-year- 
old kid named Ralphie yearns for a 
special gift—a genuine Red Ryder air 
rifle. But it’s as much a nostalgic comedy 
about Ralphie’s friends and family, and * 
the nuttily innocent pop culture and — 
mores of the 1940’s, as it is about Christmas. 

While kids are the main characters, the tale is told from 
the perspective of an adult—American expert Jean Shepherd, 
whose wry voiceover adds wit and insight to the nonsense on 
screen. The extensive use of narration-behind-dialog is 
unusual in movies these days; here, it works like magic to 
broaden and deepen the appeal to adults as well as bright 
children. 

Shepherd, of course, was midwestern boyhood. Many 
once really Ralphie, and he’s viewers will know Shepherd 
entertaining us with zanily from his books and radio 
creative memories of his own i ially on 
  

(Non Sectarian Service} 

Which 
Way? 
— Maternity Program § — New-Born Infant Care 

(Live-In Option) — Licensed Child Placement 
— Educational Program — Professional Counseling 

— Pre-Natai Clinic — Out-Patient Services 

LOVE, LIFE, CARE and CONCERN FOR THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO GROW & DEVELOP 

St. Elizabeth’s Home 
2500 Churchman Avenue « Indianapolis, IN 46203 

Area Code: (317) 787-3412 

  

  

  

    

plan 
your 
funeral. 
It’s a good feeling knowing 
it'sdone... 

and your family won't have to 
worry about it. 

Call on us. We can help you 
pre-plan 

FEENEY-HORNAK 
MORTUARIES 

Shadeland—1307 N. Shadeland: 353-6101 
Keystone—7 1st at Keystone; 257-4271 

\ | 
Mike Feeney Mike Hornak George Usher   

‘All Things Considered,” and 
his comedy-nostalgia films on 
public TV. 

IN FACT, those who were 
lucky enough to see 
“Phantom of the Open 
Hearth” on PBS several 
seasons ago will recognize a 
couple of episodes. 

Most memorable is the 
battle of nerves between 
Ralphie’s Mom and Dad over 
a lamp “the Old Man” wins in 
a contest. The base is a net- 
stockinged female leg, the 
shade is a fringed miniskirt, 
and Dad insists on installing 
it in the middle of the front 
window. 

It’s also important to say 
that there is no religious note 
or Christ in this purely 
secular Christmas memory, 
and that is a disappointment. 
But the spirit is there, just as 
it was in such secular classics 
as O. Henry’s “Gift of the 
Magi’’ and Dickens’ 
“Chirstmas Carol.” 

Ralphie, played by 
bh facled, “roundtaced 

Peter Billingsley, is a 
frustrated dreamer, Charlie 
Brown-type who tries to 
convince parents, teacher 
and eventually a mean 
department store Santa that 
the air rifle would make a 
sublime gift. They tell him 
exactly what every other 
adult tells a kid who wants a 
BB gun: “You'll shoot your 
eye out.” 

Other small-fry charac- 
ters in the film include an 
over-confident school chum 
who is “‘triple-dog dared” 
into seeing if his tongue will 
stick to a metal flagpole in 
cold weather. (it does); a 
classic bully who comes on 
like a cross between Ted 
Koppel and Attila the Hun, 
and whom Ralphie defeats in 
a “Rocky’’-like brawl 
sequence; and Ralphie’s very 
funny little brother, Randy, 
who is so bundled up for the 
cold snowy weather that he 
can’t put his arms down. 
Adds Shepherd: “Every 
family has a kid who won’t 

FOR AUTO 
INSURANCE 

CALL: 

JIM BINHACK 
3120 LAFAYETTE ROAD 
924-5134 

  

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE 
NATIONWIDE MUTUAL 
INSURANCE CO. 
Columbus,     

  

COUPON 

FULL SERVICE $ 7 0 

5 WITH 
THIS 

COUPON 

CAR 
WASH 
and FOAM 

POLISH WAX 

SAVE 28% 
Reg, Price $4.95 + $3.00 = $7.95 

No Other Purchase Required. 
Limit One Discount Per Wash. 

VOID AFTER JAN. 31, 1984 

SPEED-WAY CAR WASH 
* 3433 W. 16th 

* 3716 Shadeland 
+ 2640 Madison Ave 

CLOSED SUNDAYS     

eat. Randy hadn’t eaten 
voluntarily in three years.” 

In many ways, “Story” 
is a live-action cartoon. It 
succeeds because the adult 
actors—Darren McGavin as 
the frenetic ‘Old Man,” 
Melinda Dillon as harrassed 
but spunky Mom—so 
brilliantly find a balance 
between the outrageously 
absurd and the warmly 
human, and because director 
Bob Clark and Shepherd so 
studiously avoid the sen- 
timental, except for the 
single moment of epiphany 
when Ralphie is united with 
his BB gun. 

The funniest sequence 
begins when in a moment of 
extreme anguish, innocent 
Ralphie blurts out the 
mystical Very Bad Word (we 
never hear it)—‘‘the queen 
mother of all dirty words’ — 
and is made to stand with 
soap bar in mouth until he 
tells where he heard it. (He 
can’t say it was his Dad, who 
in battling the stubborn 
furnace could be heard 
“weaving a tapestry of ob- 

ities still hangi in 
space over Lake Michigan.”’) 

“Story” is really about 
Ralphie learning about ‘the 
World”—standing up to the 
bully, finding the ‘secret 
message’”’ from Orphan 
Annie is just another com- 

mercial for Ovaltine, 
discovering that Santa can be 
impatient and rotten when 
it’s almost closing time. 
Director Clark indeed gives 
the Santa sequence a nasty 
edge—it’s not ‘“‘sweet” one 
little bit, the toughest put- 
down of commercial Yuletide 
schlock I’ve seen in years. 

role. (NC photo) 

(Clark is a Canadian 

whose last film was the in- 
famous ‘“‘Porky’s.”” But he’s 
done respectable movies 
before, including “Tribute” 
with Jack Lemmon, and 

“Murder by Decree,” a fresh 
Watergate-influenced version 
of Sherlock Holmes and Jack 
the Ripper.) 

Ralphie also finds that 
Christmas is full of love, as 

    

Recent USCC Film Classifications 
Ree Ae ise om) A-III, adults 

AChristmas Story ... 
The Dresser....... 
Fire and Ice 
A Night in Heaven . 
Sudden Impact.............. 

  

  
IN TRAINING—The South Dakota plains are the training | 
ground for Indian runner Billy Mills, played by Robby | 
Benson in “Running Brave,” based on the true story of | 
events leading to Mills’ trip to the 1964 Tokyo Olympics | 
and his gold medal victory in the 10,000 meter com- 
petition. Benson was Mills’ personal choice to play the 

| 

| 

well as inevitable human 
failings, and that the present 
you receive when you’re nine 

is the one you always 
remember. 

(Warm and wise seasonal 
nostalgia, but not quite what 
the title suggests; 
satisfactory entertainment 
for all ages.) 

USCC rating: A-2, adults 
and adolescents. 

     
    

    

....O, morally offensive 

A-II, adolescents and adults 

.. A-II, adolescents and adults 
Sle eeha O, morally offensive 

cme O, morally offensive 

erates als O, morally offensive 

  

Rejoice 

  

in Our Salvation 

Behold our God, to whom we looked to save 
us! This is the Lord for whom we looked; 
let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us.    

Calvary—Holy Cross—St. Joseph 

The Catholic Cemeteries and Mausoleum 
Serving the People of 

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

435 West Troy Avenue ¢ Indianapolis * 317-784-4439     

  

 


