Committee heads named

for sesquicentennial
celebration in archdiocese

Nairpersona were named this week (o head
Najor plansung Comamittees for the ar
Nelicn cnw 1 W Unsgisic entennial Cetebrstion
Wooring ommitien o hairpersons ¥ather
mmes Bonke and Nemedictine Uster Mary
aswe Nen slwo e Catholics to actively
sarticipate 0 prepacig for the arc bl s «
RN ety (ndividuais interestad o ser
Vi n any o he plasning cominitiees or
Mating  suggeations shos'd  wrile
ke omanitien, O ilc Canter
B O R 1400, indinsapatic. IN 6208
Sesquuicentennial  svents will be  held

Lmmarittees and hose seading them are
Art ad Envicomnant  Franciscan  Sister
Swmden  Sehweitser  hairperwn of Marisn
College ot  departient. Deaneries
Providence Sister Rt  Kllwes Dwyer
amstant o the Cemersl Superior Sisters of

Jobn Wyand,  sistant
Hroctur o vrperste development. U Vincent
Hospital Historscai Research- Father Tom
Widner slitor of ™ Criterion Hospstasty

Dristopher  Marten, gonersl manager of
Warten House Lituryy Father Steve Jurrell
firowtur of the archabocenan (ffice o Worstup
Market Syuare Arena Coordinetion Glorss
Wills, firoctor o marketing, Indlans Con
vention Center and Moowler Dome. Musi

Narles Cardber  srohdiccesan dirsctor of
s Seaveniry Renedictine  Sister  Miary
ule faven. privcipal Neist the King Sehosk

Vour wanecies aiach B tot participate in
Be rosuits of the Ttai Catbolle Eiucetion
s ation fron e Ar-hiishop « Annuai A
peal AAA Ngvs aalertted sty e et

W Arhbebep YVeacs awiee o BOIR
sovaten ' AAA B alled Dwanery ectad
oot ™o deanerier e Ratesville

Bhowritmgton wnersviile wed Dol |ty
R e o T R )

e lmiiong we sroeet ehech ol adocste 509
8 planming provess o duly he eed for
WR TRETT W e antiee feanery  The

vty el atterrget s Do vewin e oah
Tanistey #the he Ieanery  develp 1 wn
on gvlerdanting o omdh nisetry st
oain, Neviginte < ane jomin S adh wingdy

sl dly the ey S e saten o o
Aarer - et ¢ ot Sumiatry
Nhwe pealncts for Do Ratesville Deanery

Indlanapolls. Spectal Events—John Short
lirector of development

Shisla Grector o Catholic Commaniestions
Conter, and Valerie Dillon, director of the
archdlocesan ¥ umily Life Officn

Resides the Marxet Square Arena liturgy
sher evenls Deing (onmidersd nciude

On & Journey of Faith,
deanery wide colobrations in ssch of the 1}
deaneries, & “time capesie” 1o buried af the
-dd-.t.ﬁmmn‘q-aﬂdw
vestinents, Yoks ana  essels. 2 day of fast and
prayer. the comunissios dng of original art and
musical werks in hayor of the Sesquicen
fonnial, publicstion of & commemerstive
Matory of the archdiovese and produztion of 4
flmatrip dopicting the growth of the o
“heliocese since 1AM

(Wiginaily ostablishe. a3 the Diocese of
Vincennes in May 1834, the original teerttor .
Suanduries included all of the state of Indiane
and the sastern haif of the state of [lineis. As
miigrants owelled the numbers of resident
Ustholies, e Haly Sev aplit off portions of the
Bocese ncloding Dinos ehich became the
hleage docese n 1957 e sorthern Aaif of
indlana decame the Diocese of Fort Wayne.
South Bend In 194 the docese of Lafayette
was fortned from the latter whie the dlocese of
Evaneville was formed from the dlocose of
Indinnapeiis In 1988 e Socese of Gary wae
arvad from the Diocese of Fort Wayne South
Rernd

recorder portable TV snd nine Sima for ase by
parishes of the deanery ‘unding 1o provide the
Nristian Awskening Ret-eat for MEN whool
seriers, ad funding for the promotion of
MUNMMTY 0 the handicapped s b 4 pari
wurvey wih & projected foilow-ap snvisionin
mpbernentation of o
N e sl oerans
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Terre Haute parish ‘reaps’
parent interest rewards

by DON L RRE

¢ Tpa Swwlay Tething & s
sihollc parsh  People come logether
sletrate e Sundey Lachanst Tty o
Gatler lor Detr weesliy sssion o religous
- athon Al e s tivities Dt g e eay
0w sl logether s Callolion, there &
wnething very wuome hegpening o M
4 parish i Terre Haute o the faculty
ounge o e whosl bullding, perents of
sudents D
wonbmavous for 4 veeting d REAP

AP Religious Educstion Association o
“arenls ' o made a4 of persons whose chikdren
wo swolied 0 the 8 Patnick parish religious
shacabion program. As described 0 s first
wwsiatior, REAF ‘In designed o foster sl
Wcourage comununioation among all e
puconta, guardians, catechists, he DRE and
he Board o Religiouws Kducation s well as lo
romiote service and bulld comununity spirit
wnong  progrun  participents  and  other
vesnnliess of e pacish Lsedl

What akes NEAF wique @, that while
sy g iahes Mo 0 BTCWit o get parents of

dudents nvadved, of B Patrick pareats
wo inlling e pariah how they want i e
rolved And, according o Rosemary Momas
Arsctor of Religous Education st 3t Patrick.
They e oot saying do & for a8 Butl suppert a
sod well work together The most ugnificant

glous  sdues

ey for e, Roserary seid, s that 'm ol
Do wader sor am | & voling member of he
+ qAntaation

™E DEVELOPMENT OF REAF Segan
iy fve yenrs ago when Sister Ann (acver

whe el

T wathly w

i ks A daidenls o U religiouws edi slion
program. Tose monthiy meetings provides
parents with an spportanity ontinue e
wn education and Lo Bacuss ssses reley s
Dty eoud eewr Nildren

Louling bach over hose years ww Fatriy
Harkine, Coordinator of REAP'S Lendershig
Tomm, reflecied, Use cwetings were ver
worthwhile but seeded more grocture and &
lmeper senae o oty

The fSpirt moved I srange ways
Palrick wmad ™e reasn we foally gt
wrganized was Decause we wanied 0 Nave
wimeone » Do Noard of Meligious Fducstion
That seeins ke & funny way to get at things
but | Bunk & was an opportunity We look e
wportunity o form a constitution with some
vary fine (hings in it about the conternpuorsry
Dureh and what sdults can do, " e smid

With & sense of sccomplishement. Patrick
ontinued sying. we tried o incorporate the
heology we sbmorbed over the years about the
Durch wnd had that represented n e con
stitution. For example, that's why we laik of
‘he eadership leam

The idew of teasn s one of U anique Dings
sbeut owr constitution, ' Patrick said. “When
we talk of adership we talk of team

™e toam taeifl s made up of five elected
nembers One serves as the Coordinator of the
temn hroe associate coordinators who serve
as chairpersons of REAP's three committees
and & secretary

AS PATRICK SEES @ “REAP s saying
adult groups can get logether, they can listen

Senator suggests bishops
overstepping bounds’

VASHINGTON  Sen Jeremiah Denton R
Vs vaggested that 1 S Cathelic hishops

-
Micly wivocates 4 ouclear weapune resse
v Nave overstepped the line of religlous
Al

Hahops  who sppert the freese hould
neditate apon vhet Jesus skl about ren
sewar what s Caesar v
Viabama  Republican e oA news oo

weing ante widd the

reonce 5 Washington ot ehich e snpounced

v wunchung o 4 ounterfreere novenent

’)h
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e New Testament passage he cited s »
standard refersnce post for the lmits on
ing (hristian religious or moral prine ples
4 normative for politicual decisions
More than |3
the active Nahops n the nation have public
sndorsed 3 segotiated ilaters

S eshops more than half

S Soviet

sete o he testing
lepioyment of nuclear weapons as & first step
oward tegotiated arms reductions

production  and

™e widely publictsed second draft of o
alicnai pastoral etter sn war and peace heing
feveloped Sy the diahops sl favors 2 tuciear

Nignerous critics of the pastoral dra®t

wtive judgments on the morality of
wclear weapons  and  nuclesr  deterrence
pelicies Nave guestioned the NMshops '
yetonce o feal with the ~cmples poiitical a
wehnoing'cal questions  nvoived n taclea

fofonee @75y

Rishops ~weponding 1o Nose r0x-iwms ha
sid thet the peliticai and techoolog
ecisions Seing ade Nave firect '

stions which & s not eir b

LEADERSHIP TEAM - Members of St Patrich's parish REAP leadership team are beft to right

(srnie Harlina, service commitice chalrperson. Patrich Harking, coordinator of the team. Mary Jo
Parker soctal commitice chairperson. and Kathy Thomas program commitier chairpersoa | Phete

by Dow Karre)

and they donl have o have a stroeg
authoritative structure W function By lUstenung
and being responsive that 3 i fact the way the
Program can be & seccess
There are things, " Patrick points out
that people wanted o do and what they
needed was coordination to avold slepping
each other's toes he leadership tean
nables the association s members to do what
they want in an orderly way As Karen Jones »
member of the steering conumitiee that drafted
REAF's constitution says, “Coordinator of the
team (s about as formal as we get for somecne
Meing m charge

In addition to wanting & representative or
the parish Board, Karen Jones cited three
sher reasons why the tme was ripe for
parenta Lo organise

Acvording to Karen, parents expressed &
wed o get more
i program
she said, beyond seeing that the children are
i the right place st the right time

nvolved in the religious

Personally involved

As an example of what this means parents
are examuning what values they wast o see
strossed as part of the religlous education
program Following this assessment they w
fetermine what they can do as parents o help
the program foster those valoes

Another dimension of parent nvolverne
will b provided as time s structured for
parents to do things with their childres
parenting

me —as part of religion class

Karen explass were not only
L hildren what we expect. bul we
show them that we belleve in dotng it teo " A
joint Advent wreath service with parents and
students is one exampie of a project REAP
vordinating o sddress this need

The assoctation was also developed »

ording o Karen wt of & need provide
some concrete support for the
association plans to support the DRE through
service, and with progra

the ares of

Sevelopment

primartly hei: cwn continuing

education

As an exampie of a service project, religious
education {amilies W 10 bake and
package cookies as & y to be distributed ¢
the shutins of the parish Genie Harkins
hawrperson of REAP's Service

said. Uns project was developed out of a

¢ pla

ommitiee
fiscussion of what we could do with our kids as
8 project W help ather people

Finally, the association was organized out of

the need that was seen (o facilitate socia

activities and cor y building for parents

{ the retigious sduca

eligious education progra ght grow as a
U
As he reviewed the e that REAF

t\
catheonal
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{ Cnsternala wees lerr
g people. sometimes ot e
w tortured and bilied often publicly
wanpie of what will happen to thoee whe
¢ joun the guerrillas,  said the report
Nov ®

UE ARMY OF
o Rillings of men  dentifies s
U s

sletiaia arries 0wt

( e guerrilas
ean utedd
tation of Rios
werviews wilh
Wficers, ‘hurch

srons whers “urmar
wte
s o hacder
be Cospel. the
rhers of sever

wan onmposed
Ve Donakd
nference o

\ Ansor

testant and Fvange
ng ' g0 aiony @ith the milit "
rants them  freedon worsr

sngelscal groups o the United Rates o
ing sslled for and e W 4 g
wpport the fios Vont
schded (he report

T asalad e

wrvernnent

ABOLT W PERUENT o
n peupie or fess | atholl
whose Hrother athol
moll an s n
ited States
ilitary . economic and develop

sd o Guatemals wntll independe

hat there has been s end

Qquiries revea
Lations of human rights by the government

vy and an establishment of

e isiative processes

riticisma prior o the Heagan Rios
Mont! meeting came fr the 5 Cathelic
mierence the Americas Watch Com
The Americas Watch Comunittee, & humas
«MLs organization. reporting @ ‘act-Oading
nission 0 Custemals, said ‘the Rios Mont!
gonaible for the
msistent pattern of gross violations of o
recognized human rights n

governinent has become

ernationally
‘uatemala
t said the govermment was forcing rurs
-asants
™ose whe are with the govermnent sre

wcde with it o with the guerrilas

Dose who 4o ot aid the government are
1wt
L4 - ¥ ather Bryan Hebar S~
firector for nternational justice and peace
Ml the House Sube o ttee 0 MHuman Righta

Hernational | rganitations that the U8

" A GUATEMALA
TIERRA DEL QUETZA'

DESPERATE CROSSING A Guatemalan refugee gives o furtive ook over his sheulder 8t Menico
a8 be beads hack loward (he international bridge sear Tapachuls 0 turs home He is sne of Cosay
refugres whe prefer (o face (he amcertatatios of heir homeiand to e squalor amd borrdom of (he

refugre camp. | NC phote from LP1

woposes military aid becawse of the
ahts wituation

arvas

particularty

THE GUATEMALAN bishops, as recently
aa this sunumer, described the campaigns
against the Catholic Indian populations as
amounting to genocide  Father Hehir said

Afer the HReagan Rioa Montt
riticiamas  ware volced by the Maryknol

neeting

Missionary Society and by participants at t
annual meeting of the Americs
hropological Asseciation

The Maryknoll statement, issued Dec §
ppeed S mubit Assistance saying that
this can only prolong the present utuatior
As many as 1800 peasants have beer

3ishop expects balanced pastoral letter

w LERALD M (OSTELLO

*pas P
he dushops of

focumment that

a thetr jadgment

e

ixbope

RISHROY YUONNOR

tushey

nurdered since the March 10, 1982, coup Tw
d have fled to other countries

jarly to Me said the statement
Sister Melinda Roper premident of
Sisters, and Father James

Noonan. superior general of the Marykne

Fathers and Brothers

yhnoll supported statements were

ssued sarlier 0 the year by the Guatemals

bshops and the Guatemalan Conference of

Religous Men and Women_ saying the In

& .ore being subjected to & policy of geno
Maryt has samionaries working
satermaia

esuit Father Ricardo Fallas
anthropologist, 90 percent of the

Aceneding

tms of current repression are Indians
Father Fallas spoke D A press cor
the Amer

| meeting




POINT OF View

Women deserve equal status in Church

Wy MARGARKET Lowk

Secently m Me Crterien we have teen
WA B MOREA e aWiTTORS AetuTY A
ket v | sesisne ke Teans for Ten
el aver wtapped Ccaouroes of varturing
Waver aed cosipeasion  Hewaever | st ask
whal wgnificance fus Nt women ey
This m iy atlesnpt b0 clarify what | believe
- ke

wn deplical d wny Ban «ho nes Lo lell
v what L et o e 4 womaen  urtherinere
1 akenent e L
lergy o tell me Dt | have o broader “place
@ woety ad e church My response s
¥ather how nice'

1 e e reh whe gve baskets of food
arh ks @ the peor ot (hratinaes tme [t s

where Wy aAher Nad Deer ssled L preach a
Sty i the Diacipien of (Ot (hurch where
[ arew wp As | listened o my Sesght ae
Uculste Gfted muther as dhe stond i e puip!

and preached on Puul's Letter W e Corm
Unans. | Dought stwdt De sugaeness f iy
ApeTwTC Y hearing Ty mether preach’ As
Lwrite Dese words. | s stll amased

Where in the Roman Catholic tradition o
o have e expenence of hearng o mothers
preach” | realive Dat this may not be part of
W radition. St & 5 part of my Wediton
From Uus vantage pent | can ondy share what
| ew, and | realize too, hat | am lucky
e wane | Uww mare

So | ash our Bberal s courant clergy not
nly b appreciate our androgyrous nature bul

also to work for jastice Yo do what Jesus &d
and e willing o lay down your bves for your
friemds. To emmgt)y yourseives of your staties and
power and b actvely call forth al wornen and
men s atl we may share equally o Jesws
nussion To net be nsive about the anger and
Uatlerness muany wormes bve with dady To be
healers, peacemakers. and recosctiers by
nghting njustices within the (harch And o
realize that lo be & woman o society and the
Chusrct s Lo e badh muarginal and proplets

[ hope 0 %0 downg you will find many wamen
who Rnow mere

Conventional warfare deserves much criticism too

Ty PALL MetlINN

e Owistian contest @ which the

fered ot the University of Notrs Dmme “ampus

n carly November swemed to convey a less
than sncere sttitude loward conventional
warfars. The Declarstion on Prevention of
Nuclear War " prepared by an  Assembly of
Sclentific Academies  snd ugned by ¥ather
Hosburgh amony others sates that  nuciear
weapons are fundamentally dfferent from
conventicesl weapons. They must not be
rogarded as acceplable mstruments of war
fare. Nuclear warfars would be a crime
Adainat hunanity

Semehow the spirit of his  document
Prodents only & case againat e ase of suclenr
wapons. The " no way
conventional warfare The statement clearly
dstinguishes  between the  irreconcilable
wcologicnl and genetic effects of nuclear war

slamable, whers we can get an with the

My Irends whe have hosen s option heve

e Kingeboan of Caxd. present hers among s

Nt reward o st i heaven when we die
wnl s present here and now lor this is the
srvna ur God fee grven s o show forth Her
qoeninens So what are we inft with® The ten
Ao anger wesd (rustration of heing & margiosl
et wl (e all o be 8 prophet

G 4 prophetic dance s hard for anyone
wrombah Bdnt want 4, and frankly sesther
" Prophets got uiled. they got stoned
waten mughed ot st cruciled 13 oot aice
wd U ek very  Teminine | To e o prophet
noans el relying a0 ot awn power Dl
sthee danding Trmidy reoted n the power of
e

witeve ‘hat and o wophetic “sil means
see seeing with clearsd syes  Necestly |

soeyed 1o my lamily e 8 Creensbaryg

LA N Mo dian Siroet
PO bextad
mdianagein N 48708
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with the world so long that we have grown
sccustomed 1o it Perhaps the screams for

Mother ' from o 17 yearold boy caught in
Durbed wire o e death groans of & legless
mmvumwhﬂmhudwn
whoul hatory textbooks Do we forget those
who were Nilled or maimed in the trenches,
fonholes, and jungles of France, Korea and

build up with & convenlional arms buskd-up” [h
we rsally hope Lo construct an sirdight — Just
War Theory” based o guspowder and
D yonets

The seclear arms race is sl the intrinsi
evil - war . And wtil we can 1 the world of
the fear and lust for power which brings about
war, we cannol hope Lo save ourselves Nuclear
weapons are just that  weapons And though
they are the must destractive weapas ever
produced, they can be replaced by other more
effective weapons such as desth rays or by
greater quantities of contained weapons such

i
:
!

have no one Lo send n our stead. we have only
ourseives to sacrifice Obd and young alike face
the agony previously reserved for those
Americans of draftable age

Do we hope to replace sur nuclear arms

WASHINGTON NEWSLETTER
When is more humane less moral?

by JERRY FILTEAL

WASHINGTON -The  nation's  first

lnte 1970 but lay dormant for the last fow
yoars when is more humane  less mocal®

Shortly after midnight on Dec 7 the state of
Tenas njected 2 deadly dose of theee drugs nto
the vetns of Charles Brooks Jr He had been
sontenced to death fur the 1978 marder of 8 Fort
Warth suto mechans:

Dhek Reavis, o reporter for Texas Menthiy
nagasine nd ne of the press withesws o the
svecution, dewrided the death Rrooks
turved his hesd spward and yawned, then
whwernd andd (hat was all

Amang oponents of the feath penaity o«
he Uatholic shops of the United Slatss In
10 they wauwd @ statement @ying that they
#id ot deny the theorstical nght of the state i
wuact the death penaity Sut they sppesed (he
war & wed n the United States and
questioned N 15 offectiveness n detertiog
e and A8 impect n e valies of American
weiety

While Broeks syecution was the avth o he
United  States since  oapital  punishunent
rosuned o (W7 after & B vear Matus. s was
aigue a5 e anly case w far 0 ehich death
was hrought st By ethal o ecton

N ey sol remain asigue for long in ad
fition v Tenas ehich Sas of the aatvn »

¥ unates @ feath ww Ders are foar ther
Mates ohich permut execution Dy mpecton
Thas ane Bialle N Massoas hialosns oo d

Washington. In New Jersey, which recently
became (he T7th state to reinstate capital
punishment, the governor has asked the
legisiature 1o amend s legislation to allow
death by in wction

IF DEATH BY njection is a8 is widely

peopie have 3 moral problem with i *

In 1978 Rishop Joseph Durick called for &
nationwide campaign (o refect it as 3 means of
“apital punishment

Bishap Durick. a long time spponent of the
death penally who resigned as Sishop of
Nashville. Tenn . in 1973 to devote My life ©
prison ministry  called the method insidious
and a0 attempt to run copital pantshment in

theough he back door and make it more
palatabie
Killing i killing no matter what form

fakes. ” e smd dut with lethal
jurtes and the public In geners
nelined to find the whole barbaric process
nore toder able

in 1977 when Tewas and Okishome aad just
ntroduced lethal npection. Msgr James 7
McHugh. Sen director of ¢ US Bishape
ammttee for Pro-life Activities. said that

njection

he socalled dumaneness of 3 methed
annot be ased to pestify & destract -t
sarned that the arguments ased for letha
nection nught also e wed o st sf
sthanaua v g

W he Amercan Medioal Associaton
Sasaieans A amadead o

- diary bombs

When we seek 1o preserve human lives, we
canned forteit the lives of the young for the sake
of those not of draftable age Death is still
death whether it be at the point of a gun or from
the longderm effects of & nuclear explosion
For oo long the young have borne the con
sequences of our imphcit approval of con
ventional warfare

If we are o sincerely decry nuclesr war
fare, we must just as vehemnently criticise
conventional warfare We cannot base our
Christian ethics solely oo numbers and atomic
half-lives. One human life is too precious o o
stupsdly forfest on any war

(MoGinn, an  endergraduate student ot e
University of Notre Dume. is aditorials editor for its
Madent sewspager The  merver

executions by lethal njection declaring that it
was contrary o the principles of medical ethics
for a doctor Yo take life rather than save it

FOLLOWING  BROOKS'  death  Bishop
Joseph Delaney of Fort Worth said in a
telephone interview that he personally

regretied the execution and was opposed to
capital punishment under present cir
cumstances in the United States

i one takes 2 position that capital
punishiment & not acceplable In our society
aow, then any form, any means that s used, is
wrong. he sad

Personally, | think & (lethai injection | is
more repugnant ther means, he sad
because medical injections are » part of
everyday experience, while the alectriv
8 chamber or firing squad are clearly
separate from nermal life

Jesuit Father Richard A McCormick, Rose
F Kennedy professor of sthacs st Georgetown
University s Kennedy Institute for the Study of
Reproduction and Bioethics. summarized the
sk moral diemima pesed by lethal in jertion

If sme agrees that capital punishrnent is
mtified. he said, them e least
panfui least oel form of execution shenid be

moraily

sed We are doing mere for curselves by
being more humane The crueler & (the
method | 15, e more 1t becomes an at of

sogeance




Abiding interest in Catholicism challenges the future
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TO ThE €0ITOR

Fox remembers Bishop Chartrand

W wtler & wing wrillen o D 4 Feast e ament. e o amotion A L. i
Tt date  ww sption wsl el ness o el e wivenes t = sl ot ld
# uled Waten ™he dute has Aher specia whu aliow
Williams weersr eceuse {9 e W2 Facopt lor Lwo hapeis Warian | cllege sl
wrsary o e dmsth o Babep Juseph Abauit School for Boys: and o Kaights
atiand (B0 AnDuS  oudn ol it now of
Wivvad  Mabop (Nartewnd  devated s asting memorals W e santly wpirtual
wiestly Mo o the parh o 8. Peter wnd Faui eser
sibedenl, Cathedral Migh School wd (he My purpase 5 lo stgest that 17 menths
wods of ihe hen Slcounty Diocese of in wmain Sefore he RO aaniversary of Busbog
Lasiagmiis hartrand 3 death comes srwand Will thers b
Wirng e AL e a8 a priest sod sl e a1y suslabie ety an ¥

e vt wubely Gwwn e e oughout e L
. o Ms develion o e Blessed nianagaiis

A Christmas poem from Oliger T T o s e e e
" e KU ot o recent mecting Bishop Callagher was gives & memery book with messages frem many
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Author’s image of woman
of courage captures
spirit of Christmas holiday

by Fr DAVID K OROLRAE O ¢

A kb with cancer for 19 year
Reeps active despite years of wedness and
@ She 5 Ytere guard the preciows
oo

sk of { my
memory wpen o U f Lhe
widays & my parah y velt
Wresiiy asteadily | hundreds of fewt o

furest treah gariands L e dark oak beasmed
willng, as the church Alls with the scent of the
wedwoods from Menducine County, Ualid
hotr members singing late int
i preparation for the mudnighl
Mass. | Uunk of lamilies, revnited for a fow
howrs, crowding o from the cobd fr Mass

But one inage, more than all others. cap
tures for me this spirtt of Ohristimas. It s the
inage of & courageous, vital woman wh
ntinuusly Llesches e the meaning of the Life
we celebrate at (hristimas

O parish celebrates » raditional Metican
Ohristimas custom called Las Posadas A
posade. 0 Spaniah. o & & place of sheiter an
e The “posadas” picture Mary and Joseph
forced onto the road by he cTuel communand o a
grondy ermperor, meking sheltar for them
seives and for the anborn Jesus

The participants, parish people in can
dlelignt procession led by children carrying
satues of Joseph aod Mary, go from house Lo
house scking for & Jlace to stay, for “posada
Accampanied by Metican marnach musicians
with guitars and rampets. they sing thetr pleas
in & swinphe four line verse

From inside the house, heartiess
householders sing their own verse, telling the
holy couple 1o go away There is no room, they
say  Then the householders meak out the door
1o juin the growing procession |

As the procession moves from house lo
house everyone sings the | atin phrases of the
Litany of Loretto

Finally at a preselected house  the residents
recognize the weary pligrims and open their
door Everywne enters for a flesta hat
culminates when a candyfilled pinata s
broken open a papier mache animal swung
tantalizingly from the ceiling sbove a blind
foided. stick wielding child or chuldren

Our parish ‘posadas” stand out i my mind
They are truly festive. But for me they are
much more

I recall

nany ughts

heistinasen of her nativ

As she loads s singing through the dark
Decemnber  streots  priests white hahit
stlver s ariachis. chaldren tuggis { el

parends Lo harry  the patnet firmness of her

jow loosens. A Lightness comes o her step
and her stiff legs
The flickering of the candies dances @ her

eyes a8, with mock sernness, 92 waves her
wn candie ot the pliy louder She
wls ot her wruling husbend icans an tus anm
and twen laughs
As we walk, incongrueusly singing the
praises of the Virgin the dlosel apewing buses
bounce and raitie by The passengers press
their faces to the cold glass to peer into the
candie it darkness at Uus image from & dif
ferent world
Two thousand years ago the streams of
merchants and tradesmen following the ridge
road lo Jerusalem's more profitable markets
also may have peered at the strange lmage of &
man and by pregnant wife struggling south
toward Rethieher
Mary and Joseph would have been as out of
place @ their world as is the Ohristian who
values life in our own For the ancient world
sedd death for poiiiical purposes. despised non
productive e and valued money and power
Into that world was born the very source of life
Lewif
Now 1000 years later we still look to that
birth in Bethioher., because of its promise that
Geod is with us even now Owr understanding of
God's presence can ot times be as fragile as a
andle fickering in the winter wind as a
posada’” winds along its way And it can be as
strong as & determined mother's will to share
her life with her children
And each year the celebration of that birth
relights the hopes withun us
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Mary’s happiness causes
her to recall her vision

By JANAAN MANTERNACH

Aacy wt oy She ik et wetorn ety ey
v e e il ery eppy eeause e
wan & Dether e tid er Salyy e o ey
Haiy gaimad @ o cmeph wr watissl e
i e s anibeed aned ervous
o sl wan cory om ariesd stwat Vacy
wil e Saby The cave @ which ey wers
Layig was wwonfortable 1 ves wed as 4
datie lor daep wnd cows. They wed & snce
Bt 0w v s (e i 1L e @ ey Line
et datrr: el ol e owane were Lallen
won Joseph il ssleep He was very Ured
ater Do ouwrney ‘romn Nasareid and the wrth
{ he baby o thet cave Me wanted W say
swaks with Mary and e Saby  bul he dosed
o

w Saby fell ssieep 0 Mary v arms e
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Gept repealing over and sver again Ner new
- - s e - Teant
T atrweh 4w e ation

e held the desping afant n her s
Mary s mind went Sack W e Doment e e
Neasd her wn 3 saine She Ned deen working o
Notte 1 Nazereth  Suddeniy she Nad feit e
promence o & mydecrsam perwn. The persn
was 2 mssanger (o (el aided Cabel

Hajuion,  Catwiel wd o Mary  The Lord

a with pou Blewsed are jou sty wuten

Mary wnided o wrseil a3 dhe remenibered
how dartied e tad teen  What can Gabriel
possibly mesn’ she remembered Uaniing
She Nad been troubled by sech o anusesl
dresting

Mary recalled how Cabriel sensed her
angiety Dot be afraid, Mary  he told her
You are going ' have & child, o s He will e
alled Son of he Most High The Lord will
wve hien King Dwvid s theane He will rule over
wnd § peopie forever

Mary trembled & Witie a8 she pondersd
hose aeredibie words again Cabriel even ad
Lasiel hee whal Lo nare her wn

Give hun the name Josus,  Cabriel had

sid Mary had oo iden how any of Dus was W
wre  about  She remembersd  Cabriel’s
wrious words, The Holy Spirtt will come apor
you and the power of the Most Migh will
sershadow you. Thersfore your son will be
b Son of (ol

Mary doned off & ttle She was tred oo
e puiled he cwaddiing iothes up sround her
win 4 shoulders

he wd how she had respe ta
abriel She wundersd now ot her complete
rust @ God ot et moment. She was not sure
sven now sxactly what Cabriei’s mysterious
words reaily mesnt

Mary wnied a2 she remembered her words
4 “ampiete trust in God
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Part 1l Parest and Teacher Notes
Story Bachgreusd |t
Mary We are not sure of her age when Jesus
young
She seers to have grown up i a devout Jewish
prosnanent home The Gospels indicate she lved i
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December 25 is only the beginning of Christmas!
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a Christian’s task
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Pope calls Mary the way
to sanctification of self
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The QUESTION BOX

The Criterion, December 17 1902

Does sex show love for God?
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