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‘LIVING TREE’ CAROLERS—These joyous youngsters from St. Louis 
School in Batesville epitomize the Christmas spirit as they sing Christmas 
carols while taking their place among the branches of the parish’s “Living 
Tree”. The “tree” is 35 feet tall and has become a tradition in the 
Batesville community. A story and photo of the entire “tree” can be found 
on page 10. This week’s 20-page ‘Christmas Special’ supplement begins on 
page 11. It includes an interview with Scripture scholar Father Raymond 
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Brown as he unpacks the Nativity story (page 20), a quiz to test your 
knowled; (page 11), childhood Christmas   

dge of holiday 
from Mary Rose Birchler (page 25) and essays, essays, essays from the 
Criterion Christmas Contest. The announcement of contest winners can be 
found on page 2, and the Fourth Sunday of Advent material is on page 7. 
Happy Holiday reading! (Photo by Ruth Ann Hanley) 

  

Pope defines 

family’s role 

in culture 
by NANCY FRAZIER 

VATICAN CITY—In the longest document 
of his pontificate Pope John Paul Il called on 
Catholics to defend the rights and value of the 
family and to become ‘‘communities in com- 
munion”” despite difficulties. 

“The church knows the path by which the 
family can reach the heart of the deepest truth 
about itself,” the pope said in his 167-page 
apostolic exhortation, ‘Familiaris Consortio,” 
on the role of the Christian family in the 
modern world. 

“She (the church) does not impose it but she 
feels an urgent need to propose it to everyone 
without fear and indeed with great confidence 
and hope, although she knows that the good 
news includes the subject of the cross,” he 
added. 

The documenit, dated Nov. 22 and made 
public at the Vatican Dec. 15, declares the 
church’s ‘will to promote human life by every 
means,” describes artificial methods of con- 
traception as a denial of the total self-giving 
necessary in Christian marriage and reaffirms 
the church’s stand against allowing divorced 
Catholics who have remarried to participate in 
the sacraments. 

It also presents the pope’s views on a wide 
variety of marriage and family issues, in- 
cluding sex education, the role of women, 
polygamy, natural family planning and the 
duty of families in the political arena. 

Pope John Paul wrote the apostolic 
exhortation after receiving 43 propositions on 
the role of the family from the more than 200 
bishops, 10 experts and 42 auditors who at- 
tended the 1980 world Synod of Bishops at the 
Vatican Sept. 26-Oct. 25 last year. 

The papal document follows closely the 
recommendations of the synod par- 

(See POPE DEFINES on page 3) 
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by RUTH ANN HANLEY 

Incredible and other-centuried as it sounds, 
a Catholic mission has begun in Indianapolis. 

Some 150 years ago, missions in this area 
began on horseback, in area homes, with a few 
dedicated families. 

Today one can skip the horses and borrow 
an available church to replace the home. But 
the mainstay, the small community 
believers searching for thing il 
in ‘he area, remains the same. 

In Indianapolis, if one is a Byzantine or 
Eastern Catholic (uniate), the small mission of 
St. Athanasius offers familiar customs and 
Tites not available in mainline Catholic 
churches. 

For such a group, still aligned with the 
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TRADITION—Communion under both species 
is a Byzantine tradition. Here Father Basil 
Hutsko offers a golden spoonful of consecrated 
bread and wine to a communicant. (Photo by 
Ruth Ann Hanley) 
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Byzantine community grows as members 
celebrate age-old liturgies, customs 

Church of Rome, this Byzantine liturgy is a 
family tradition, a remembrance, a 

According to Albert Maycheck, parishioner 
and dean at St. Athanasius, members “‘could be 
a link between the Roman and Orthodox 
Congregations. For the first time,” he says, 

THROUGHOUT THE United States 250,000 
Byzantine Catholics either attend their own 
services or get spiritual nourishment from a 
nearby Roman Catholic church. 

A large influx of these Eastern 
Peoples came to the States in the 1890’s and 
settled in coal mining and industrial regions of 
the Northeast and Midwest, particularly 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, New Jersey and northern 
Indiana. During this century they have built up 
parishes in these areas. 

Throughout the ages they have retained the 
liturgy in their specific national tongue or 

Eastern language. The Indianapolis group says 
that after Vatican II, the traditional Old Slavic 
was replaced in most areas by a more modern 
Slavic in Eastern Europe, and by English in the 
States. 

In Indianapolis last year the mission of St. 
Athanasius was founded. Liturgies were 
celebrated at Cathedral, Holy Angels and St. 
Vincent parishes. The parish began with about 
2% worshippers. Their first priest travelled 
from Chicago. Now they have about 40 persons, 
14 families, who come regularly. Byzantine rite 
priest Father Basil Hutsko comes from St. 
Barbara parish in Dayton, Ohio twice a month 
for a 3 p.m. Sunday afternoon liturgy at Holy 
Spirit. 

On St. Nicholas Day, Dec. 6, the small 
congregation sang through the liturgy without 
instrumental accompaniement. Cutting across 
lines, it was somewhat reminiscent of the 
constant melodious tongues used in a 
charismatic gathering. The cantor sang from 
the congregation. The priest officiated with his 
back to the people, a custom which, according 
to Maycheck, is more integral to the usual 
Byzantine worship scene. 

If this mission becomes a parish its goal will 
be to eventually have the icons (pictures) and 
screened altar which complement the liturgy. 
This screen of icons “is a symbolic divider 

  

Criterion announces winners 
in essay, art competition 

Almost 300 entries came in and the winners 
are out in The Criterion’s Christmas Essay and 
Art Contest! Taking First Place honors are: 

Category A (Kindergarten-Grade 4): Erik 
Moran, a third grader at Christ the King 
School, Indianapolis. 

Category B (Grades 5-8): Diana Bischof, an 
eighth grader at Holy Family School, New 
Albany. 

Category C (High School): Becky Brooks, a 
senior at Cathedral High School, Indianapolis. 

Category D (Adult): A. Dietgard Walker of 
Depauw, a member of St. Bernard’s Parish, 
Frenchtown. 

Category E (Art): Benedictine Sister Mary 
Kay Greenawalt, a teacher at All Saints 
Catholic School, Columbus. 

Other winners are: 
Second Place: Candy Carter, Pope John 

XXIII School, Madison (A); Jim Kane, St. 

Mary School, North Vernon (B); Suzanne 
Hardebeck, Cathedral High School (C); Jack 
R. Miller, Jr. of Corydon (D); Margaret K. 
Schroeder of Indianapolis (E). 

Third Place: Chuck Jones, St. Mark’s 
School, Indianapolis (A); Trevor C. Miller, St. 
Mary School, North Vernon (B); Colleen 
Cassell, Cathedral High School, Indianapolis 
(C); Providence Sister Ann Patrice McGovren 
of Providence Retirement Home, New Albany 
(D); Chuck Ledbetter of Charlestown (E). 

Many entries were given Honorable Men- 
tion and these are printed, along with winners, 
in the Christmas Special section (Pages 11-30) 
and in other parts of this week's Criterion. One 
Art entry, “‘Love is for All to Share” by Ken- 
neth Ebachen of Richmond, received 
Honorable Mention but was not reprinted 
because it was done in pencil, rather than ink, 
and will not adequately reproduce. 

  

  Father Joseph Vollmer 

Funeral Mass said 

for Fr. Vollmer 
A Mass of Christian Burial was said Mon- 

day, Dec. 14, at St. Mark Church, Perry 
County, for Father Joseph 1. Vollmer, who 
died Dec. 10 in his rural home near Tell City. 

Following Mass, which was concelebrated 
by Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara, burial was 
in the parish cemetery. 

Father Vollmer had been pastor of St. 
Mark’s Church for 30 years until his retirement 
in 1979. A native of Washington, IN., he was 
ordained a priest in St. Meinrad Archabbey 
Church on May 22, 1934. Besides his pastorate, 
Father Vollmer served as associate pastor of 
St. Joan of Arc, St. Francis de Sales and St. 
Anthony parishes, all of Indianapolis, and of St. 
Lawrence Parish, Lawrenceburg, and St. 
Mary's, New Albany, He was 73 years old at the 
time of his death. 

between heaven and earth.” 
Continual use of incense symbolizes 

“prayer rising to God.” 
THE SIGN OF the Cross is the same for all 

peoples, but one difference involves crossing 
from right to left rather than left to right. 

According to Father Basil, Byzantine 
Catholics have suffered no shortage of priests, 

Z even in this country where they are not per- 
mitted to marry as they do in Europe. 

With roots in Eastern Europe they support 
Catholics behind the iron curtain financially 
and in other ways. 

St. Athanasius is under the diocese of 
Parma which has 60 parishes and extends from 
Cleveland to the West Coast to Alaska. 

Mike Sudik, who would like to see St. 
Athanasius become the 6lst, says that the 
Byzantine rite is more than worship. “It’s our 
kind of roots. We grew up with it. My wife and I 
belong to Holy Spirit and it is a beautiful 

Still it is not the same. 
Especially on Holy Days he misses the 

singing, the hymns for St. Nicholas, the 
Eastern traditions. 

“It’s what we've grown to love,” says Sudik, 
a former Byzantine seminarian. My grandpa 
came from a village of 100 people. American 
society has drifted from this kind of smallness, 
this type of community.” 

And this type of roots plus faith is what 
Sudik hopes to find in a Byzantine community. 
“We're willing to stick it out till we either have 
a parish or we can’t. You have to have trust 
that the spirit will find a place for you. We're 
trying to present a type of worship for the 
people who want it.” 

ae ea 

Catheoral 

  

fj! 
Hl 

. 
| S x Y y 

  

ARCHBISHOP 
EQWARD T, o'MEARA 

& THE 
ARCHDIOCESAN CHOIR 

YOuR 

CATHEDRAL OF 

8S PETER & PAUL 
MERIDIAN AT I@TH ST. 
(TAKE EXIT 113 ON 1-65) 

    

 



  

by JERRY FILTEAU 

WASHINGTON (NC)—Pope John Paul II 
was hands-down winner in the NC News Ser- 
vice poll of Catholic editors on top news stories 
and personalities for Catholics in 1981. 

The attempt on the pope’s life in May and 
his long recovery to health ranked as the year’s 
number one story for 27 of the 37 editors who 
answered the survey. On a scale of one to 10 for 
the top 10 stories, he received 343 points out of a 
possible 370. 

Twenty-seven editors also called the pontiff 
the top newsmaking personality of the year 
from a religious viewpoint. On a scale of one to 
five for the top five newsmakers, he got 168 
points out of a possible 185. 

The conflict in Central America, where the 
Catholic Church was deeply involved locally 
and where the U.S. bishops sharply opposed the 
policies of the Reagan administration, came in 
a clear second in voting for the year’s top 
stories, with a composite score of 246. 

In fairly close order the Catholic editors 
ranked the struggle of Solidarity, the in- 
dependent labor union, for social reforms in 
Poland as number three, the shooting of U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan as four, U.S. federal 
budget cuts on social spending as five, the 
ongoing abortion issue in the United States as 

six, Pope John Paul’s encyclical “On Human 
Work” as seven, hunger strikes to the death by 
10 Irish Republican Army prisoners in Nor- 
thern Ireland as eight, and the assassination of 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat as nine. 

ONE STORY OF 1981, the growing church 
opposition to nuclear weapons, was added as a 
write-in vote by several editors, including two 
first-place votes, indicating that if it had been 
included in the ballot sent to editors, it would 
have been among the top 10 stories. 

Under personalities in the news, after Pope 
John Paul the editors gave second through fifth 

ticipants, which were not made public but were 
seen by NC News. 

The pope also accepted the synod par- 
ticipants’ proposal of a Charter of Family 
-Rights, which he said ‘vill be prepared and 
“presented to the quarters and authorities 
concerned.” 

“The church openly and strongly defends 
the rights of the family against the intolerable 
usurpations of society and the state,” the pope 
said in relation to the proposed charter. 

“The church has perhaps never before 
expressed in such a complete and articulated 
vision the four fundamental duties of the 
family,” said Archbishop Jozef Tomko, 
secretary general of the Synod of Bishops, at a 
Vatican press conference Dec. 15. 

Those duties, according to the document, 
are ‘forming a community of persons; serving 
life; participating in the development of 
society; and sharing in the life and mission of 
the church.” 

Reaffirming the church’s ban on artificial 
contraception, the pope urged theologians to 
“collaborate with the hierarchical 
magisterium and to commit themselves to the 
task of illustrating ever more clearly the 
biblical foundations, the ethical grounds and 
the personalistic reasons behind this doctrine.” 

On the topic of separated and divorced 
Catholics, Pope John Paul said those who do 
not remarry provide a witness to the church 
and the world with ‘their example of fidelity 
and Christian consistency.” 

HE FNCOURAGED pastoral concern for 
those who do not remarry and those who do, but 
said that “the church reaffirms her practice, 
which is based upon: sacred Scripture, of not   

The Criterion, December ‘5, 1961 

place respectively to Reagan, Polish labor 
leader Lech Walesa, U.S. bishops who have 
spoken out against the nuclear arms race in the 
past year, and Cardinal John Cody of Chicago, 
who was involved in a controversy over alleged 
misuse of church funds. 

Sadat, the only other newsmaker to receive 
a substantial number of votes, came in sixth 
after Cardinal Cody. 

The 1981 balloting marked the fourth year in 
a row that Pope John Paul II, elected pope in 
1978, was named the leading news personality 
in the annual NC News poll of Catholic editors. 

In 1980 the top-ranked story was the 
assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero of 
San Salvador, El Salvador. In 1979 it was the 
travels of the pope to Mexico, Poland, Ireland, 
the United States and Turkey. In 1978 it was the 
double papal transition with the death of Pope 
Paul VI, election and death of Pope John Paul 
I, and election of Pope John Paul II. 

For the 1981 balloting, editors were given a 
list of 27 news stories from which they were 
asked to rank the top 10 and 15 personalities 
from which they were asked to rank the top 
five. Their votes were weighted by the ranking 
they gave—10 points for top story, nine for 
second, and so on, and five for top newsmaker, 
four for second, etc. 

The ballots had to be returned by Dec. 11, so 
any major stories that might break in the last 
two or three weeks of the year could not be 
considered. 

HERE IS THE LIST of the editors’ choices 

for top stories, with the weighted score for 
each, followed by the number of first-place 
votes in parentheses. 

1. Pope John Paul II shot, hospitalized, 
slowly regains health: 343 (27). 

2. Central America is focus of civil wars (El 
Salvador) and human rights conflicts 
(Nicaragua and Guatemala); violence grows 
against church personnel; U.S. bishops oppose 

Pope defines (from 1) 
admitting to eucharistic Communion divorced 
Persons who have remarried.” 

Pope John Paul also commented in the 
document on most of the other major issues 
discussed in more than 300 interventions during 
the month-long synod. A sampling includes: 

>On sex education: ‘‘A basic right and duty 
of parents, it must always be carried out under 
their attentive guidance, whether at home or in 
educational centers chosen and controlled by 
them.” The church opposes sex education 
“disassociated from moral principles.” 

>On the role of women: “The church can 
and should help modern society by tirelessly 
insisting that the work of women in the home be 
recognized and respected by all in its 
irreplaceable value” but, at the same time, 
“there is no doubt that the equal dignity and 
responsibility of men and women fully justifies 
women’s access to public functions.” 

>On natural family planning: “Theological 
reflection is able to perceive and is called to 
study further the difference, both an- 
thropological and moral, between con- 
traception and recourse to the rhythm of the 
cycle . . . Every effort must be made to render 
such knowledge accessible to all married 
couples.” 

>On polygamy: “This directly negates the 
plan of God which was revealed from the 
beginning, because it is contrary to the equal 
personal dignity of men and women who in 
matrimony give themselves with a love that is 
total and therefore unique and exclusive.” 

>On the political role of families: 
“Families should be the first to take steps to 
see that the laws and institutions of the state 
not only do not offend but support and 
positively defend the rights and duties of the 
family.” 

Reagan policy in all three countries: 246 (1). 
3. Solidarity continues struggle for social 

change in Poland, church plays important role 
in trying to solve the country’s crisis: 176 (2). 

4. President Ronald Reagan shot: new 
debate on violence in America: 166 (1). 

5. U.S. federal budget cuts and state cut- 
backs sharply reduce public programs for 
poor, Catholic and other religious groups ob- 
ject: 144 (0). 

6. Abortion continues as major issue in 
Congress: with annual abortion rate in U.S. at 
15 million, bishops back Hatch amendment to 
end constitutional right to abortion: 133 (0). 

7. Papal encyclical “On Human Work” 
defends workers’ rights, states priority of 
worker over capital: 132 (1). 

8. Ten IRA hunger strikers die in Northern 
Ireland as Ulster conflict continues; Cardinal 
O’Fiaich condemns participation in IRA ac- 
tivities: 121 (0). 

9. President Anwar Sadat assassinated, 
causing new uncertainties about Middle East 
conflicts: 120 (0). 

10. U.S. hostages released in Iran as 
Reagan starts presidency: 75 (0). 

THE ONLY OTHER story on the ballot that 
received a first-place vote was the papal trip to 
the Far East, which received a total of 28 points 
in the balloting. 

Growing involvement of the church in the 
nuclear weapons debate got two write-in votes 
for first place and a total of 29 points on write- 
ins. James Breig, acting editor of The 
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Pope John Paul named top newsmaker of ’81 by editors 
Evangelist in Albany, N.Y., did not write it in 
on his ballot but commented in an ac- 
companying letter, ‘‘It could be argued that the 
top story was the emergence of a clear anti- 
nuclear stance by the church.” 

One editor combined the killing of Sadat and 
the assassination attempts on Reagan and the 
pope as a single first-place story, attempts on 
the lives of world leaders. 

Other stories that received 40 points or more 
in the balloting were the appointment of Sandra 
Day O’Connor as first woman justice of the 
Supreme Court despite objections by pro-lifers 
(64), the world refugee situation highlighted by 
the Nobel Peace Prize to the United Nations’ 
refugee office (57), the completion of work on a 
new Code of Canon Law for the church (43), 
and Reagan’s initiative to begin new nuclear 
arms reduction talks with the Soviet Union 
(42). A total of 162 points were scattered among 
13 other stories. 

Here is the list of the persons voted top five 
newsmakers of 1981, followed by point totals 
and the number of first-place votes in paren- 
theses: 

1, Pope John Paul II: 168 (27). 
2. President Ronald Reagan: 94 (4). 
3. Polish labor leader Lech Walesa: 75 (4). 
4. Anti-nuclear U.S. bishops: 65 (2). 
5. Cardinal John Cody: 50 (0). 

No other names on the ballot received first- 
place votes. The only other figure to receive 
more than 20 points in the voting was Sadat, 
who got 37. 

  

  

  

       
      1981 HEADLINERS—President Reagan (top left), Egyptian President Anwar Sadat (top right) and Pope John Paul II (center left) were shot. The pope’s assailant was Turkish terrorist Mehmet Ali Agca (center). Sandra Day O'Connor (top center) became the U.S. Supreme Court’s first woman. Lech Walesa (center right) led Poland’s labor movement. Chicago’s Cardinal John Cody (bottom center) was accused of misusing church funds. A chief critic was Father Andrew Greeley (bottom left). Bobby Sands (bottom right) was the first of 10 Irish hunger strikers to die. 
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EDITORIALS 
Areign of fear ina season of peace 

Christmas 1981. The season of peace once again reigns in a world of fear, 

violence, hopelessness and despair. These last days of 1981 are little different from 

the last days of any year since the Christ child was found in the stable at Bethlehem 

by three wandering Wise Men seeking an answer to their lives they could find 

nowhere else. 

Very often during these past 2000 years men and women have turned to the Christ 

in search of a lasting peace, one they could find nowhere else. Some have returned 

disappointed. Perhaps not so much in the Christ as in those who speak for him. 

Today’s world appears on the edge of despair. Is such a feeling so new? Has 

history not plagued us with a succession of despairs? What makes 1981 seem so dif- 

ferent? Or is it only the arrogance of humankind to think that our age has more 

despair than any other? 

War reigns in many parts of our globe whether it is called such or not. Where war 

is not already being fought, fear of war pervades. In the United States action is un- 

derway as the result of such fear. Rumors of assassination plots by the ruler of a 

nation whose military could inflict no more damage on the continental United States 

than a spring rainstorm have aroused the sensationalistic propaganda of the 

American press. Is the American government overreacting or is it the American 

press which makes it look like the government is overreacting? Whatever the an- 

swer, the effect is plain. Fear reigns triumphant. 

This week the Vatican announced that Pope John Paul is preparing a document 

for leaders of the world denouncing the ‘“‘disastrous effects” of nuclear warfare. The 

document contains ‘scientific evidence’ which the pope is sending to Washington, 

Moscow, London, Paris, and the United Nations by delegations of members of the 

Pontifical Academy of Sciences. 

With this initiative, the Vatican said, ‘“‘his holiness wishes to manifest once again 

his own concern and that of the church about the terible threat of an atomic war.” 

The pope’s move adds to what has been an intense effort on his part and the part 

of other church leaders including the American bishops to change the course of 

nuclear armament in the world. 

At the same time fears of a nuclear holocaust frighten our sense of survival, the 

human right to life continues to be violated again and again around the world. In our 

own nation the continuing 
of abortion on demand 

deprives the creation of human beings of life before birth. In our own hemisphere the 

rightist governments of central and South ‘American nations continue to build per- 

sonal fortunes on the bodies of landless peasants and those from whom everything 

has been taken, often even their lives. A people struggles for political freedom in 

Poland. A homeless people seeks a homeland in the Middle East. And religious 

fanatics in Iran interpret the will of God to mean death to their enemies in the fashion 

of the Middle Ages. 

The litany does not end there. But this is a large part of the world in which the 

Christ child is born this 1981. Is he removed from this world? Is he to be kept safe 

from its horrors? Is he offering us an escape from them? 

Faith continues to confuse us. Christ does not offer escape from the fears and 

horrors of living. Instead he offers confrontation. It is only because Christ confronted 

the forces of life and death of his own time that he was able to overcome them. 

It is the faith of Christians that Jesus lives on in his followers. It is his followers 

who today must confront the same forces. 

The proclamation issued to those who heard the call of Christ’s birth—the 

shepherds and the Wise Men—was for a lasting peace. If such peace is to come it 

must be found within the hearts of human beings. It cannot exist separately from 

them. Peace will not come to El Salvador, to Poland, to South Africa, to the Middle 

East, to the United States, to Northern Ireland, to anyplace in the world unless the 

hearts of men and women find their own interior peace. 

The promise of the God who sent his son did not protect the Jews from per- 

destruction. The world into which God’s promises are fulfilled does 

secution nor from 
i 

not keep us safe from war or fear. The peace which is promised by the birth of God’s 

Son is achievable only by learning to live without fear. It is the hope of the Criterion 

editors that all our readers seek to live for such peace. Only by offering our lives to 

the Christ born today, only by placing our trust in him, is that possible.—TCW 

  

| 
\ 
| |    

   

       

Closing the gap between rich and poor 

rowing disparity in Latin America 

ligation, he said, to work to close This past week Pope John Paul criticized the g) 

between the rich and the poor. It is the Christian's o| 

that gap. 

The Holy Father seeks ‘‘an urgent pledge in favor of justice, to seek seriously to 

even off the grave imbalances which exist in the economic, social and cultural 

fields.” 
“A pledge of public morality,” he said, “ought to be the first requirement in the 

foundation of a solid private morality.” 

The Pontiff’s words should strengthen the efforts of Latin Americans who work 

daily against political forces both left and right which attempt to prevent any change 

in their societies. The Church has invested itself heavily in the human struggles 

of nations living under oppressive regimes. The pope’s words are just a few of the 

many he has issued calling for a continuation of that investment.— 
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WASDINGTON NEWSLETTER 

  

   

   

  

   

  

   
   

    

   
   
    
   

  

   

   

   

    

   

    

  

   

    

   
   
    

    

     
    

  

   

    
    

   

   
   

  

     

    

    

    

   
   
   
   

      

   

   
   
   
   

   

  

   
   

   
   

    

   

  

   

   
    
   

   
    

    

  

     

    

   
   

Prayer decision 

called ‘disappointing 
by JIM LACKEY 

WASHINGTON (NC)—In ruling for a group 

of students who wanted to hold worship ser- 

vices on their state university campus, the 

Supreme Court Dec. 8 handed a major victory 

to religious groups concerned about 

overnment 

closely the decision also 

had its disappointing 

aspects. 
The court did little to 

clarify the extent to 

which voluntary prayer is 

permissible on public 

school property. It hardly 

addressed the free 

exercise question, 

limiting itself to the free speech rights of the 

students petitioning to have the restrictions 

removed. And it left unanswered questions 

raised in other cases about possible distinctions 

between voluntary worship by college students 

and voluntary worship by high school students. 

In the case, known as Widmar vs. Vincent, 

the court ruled &1 that students at the Kansas 

City campus of the Univerity of Missouri had 

the same right as other student groups to use 

campus facilities for their prayer meetings. 

The court said the students’ rights to free 

speech and association outweighed the 

university’s concern about separation of 

church and state. 

BRIEFS FILED BY religious groups at the 

Supreme Court prior to the decision held out 

the hope that the court might give some 

recognition to the importance of religion for 

American values. 

“Tt is clear that the university's attempt to 

ligious observance from 

  

ionable than younger students” 
that when a less i 

and are better able to 

public school gives meeting space to a religious 

group it is not endorsing that group but merely 

showing “neutrality toward religion.” 

But the Catholic League also was 

by the court’s “welcome acknowledgement 

that religious speech is on the same plane with 

and is afforded the same protections as all 

other types of speech.” 

While the court avoided the free exercise 

issues in the case, it had no choice but to ad- 

dress the University of Missouri’s argument 

that granting meeting space to the student 

religious group would violate the ban on 

establishment of religion. 

There the court broke little new ground as it 

reaffirmed past holdings that church and state 

are not separated by a high wall but by a line 

which sometimes shifts depending on the 

situation. It noted, for instance, that granting 

meeting space to a religious group might in- 

deed be an indirect aid to religion, but it also 

pointed out that ithas upheld such “incidental” 

benefits when warranted. 

The overall impact of the decision remains 

to be seen. Attorneys for the University of 

Missouri predicted earlier this year that the 

case could have “a dramatic impact” on state 

universities, since many have restricted or 

prohibited religious services on university- 

owned property. But an undetermined number 

of others make no such distinction, granting 

space to religious groups in the same fashion as 

space would be granted to other groups. 

parameters of First Amendment principles,” 

the U.S. Catholic Conference said in one of 

several friend-of-the-court briefs filed in the 

case. 
Others said they hoped the court could 

clarify its views on school prayer since the 

court’s original school prayer decisions, in 1962 

and 1963, have become the focus of an ex- 

tremely contentious debate both in the courts 

and in legislative bodies. 

, But at no place in its opinion did the court a 
‘ 

ete earter school prayer decisions 2 — {|_| 520 Stevens Strost P.0. Box174 | 

having any bearing on its present ruling. It also | 

dismissed arguments over the students’ free | 
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LIVING ThE QUESTIONS 

by Fr. THOMAS C. WIDNER 

Third week of Advent: reflections. The joyfulness of the 
season has been picking up. There is great hope reflected in the 
Scripture readings. But the days are also busier. Priests in 
parishes are quietly shriving their members—penance services 
fill the hours. Decorations are going up. Committees are 
meeting to plan Christmas liturgies. 
Parties have begun. 

It is possible to miss Advent and 
subsequently, Christmas. Only during 
Easter is there likely to be more activity. 
At least in terms of preparation for 
religious services. Certainly people find 
more things to de at this time of year. Be 
Christmas cards to write. Gifts to buy. = 
Whether we really have to do those things fi Shae 
or not, they are being done. 

The scribes and Pharisees wanted to 
know who John the Baptist was in last 
Sunday’s Gospel. The early church needed 
to convince its hearers that Jesus did not fulfill any of the false 
expectations of that age. So we hear John being questioned over 
and over as to his identity. Indeed, Jesus fulfilled no 
expectations. His purpose was so radically different from what 
the Jews wanted that many of them missed him. John’s 
answers tell us for sure that Jesus is not what the scribes and 
Pharisees were looking for. 

Perhaps because we expect so much else at this time, we too 

   

Looking for Christmas we can miss Christ in us 
are capable of missing Jesus. He is not found where we think he 
will be located. This is not unusual. Nevertheless, when Jesus 
appears he usually surprises us. Just when we think we have 
him pigeon-holed, he pops up somewhere else. 

I WONDER HOW MANY people will miss Jesus this year. 
Our churches will be full. But how many people will be aware 
that Christ is present? Despite the attendance of Catholics at 
midnight Mass or other services that day, how many will really 
find our Lord? A goodly number will not, I think. 

Jesus will be missed in the sacrament if he is missed the day 
before and the day after Christmas. He will not be found in the 
sacraments by men and women who do not seek him each day 
of their lives. 

The Christ who is found in the poor and the suffering, the 
hungry, the lonely, the homeless, the oppressed—all who have 
human needs—will not be found by those who refuse to see him 
in others. This Christ will remain a stranger to those who are 
too busy to see him. 

Such busyness is common to us all. That is why we can— 
year after year—come to and go away from Christmas hardly 
noticing it has occurred. It is like what happens to parents 
when they turn around to find that their children are grown and 
they ask themselves where life has gone. What does each have 
in common with his/her spouse? A great loneliness can 
suddenly descend. 

THE ABUSE OF CHRISTMAS in its commercialization, its 
cheapening, its tawdriness can all be overcome by the way we 
enter into the season. I realized early in the weekend I had not 

ee es tee ‘a 
. | am plagued with a busier Thave 

Sut aection ee 
making the schedule work for me? Anxiety and anger? Or 
doing things at my own pace? 

Because the Criterion does not print an issue the last week of 
the year, and because that last week happens to be the one 
coming up, there will be no opportunity for me to reflect on the 
last week in Advent in print. Therefore, as I go into this last 
week I offer the thoughts in this column. 

The activities which mark this season are the product of our 
own needs to feel important and to be important in the eyes of 
others. It is a hard lesson for me to learn that such importance 
matters little in the face of an overwhelming universe and a 
span of history encompassing millions of years. Yet I am 
important. Our living is a process of discovering what it is that 
makes ourselves important. 

Importance is not determined by the job I have or the 
achievernents I accomplish. In our faith the quality of life 
depends not on the number of stars atop the papers we turn in 
to the teacher or the merit badges we earn in our organizations. 
Our busyness about many things seems to distract us from 
whatever it is that really makes us important. That importance 
is within. We do not need to send one million Christmas cards to 
prove it. 

What gives the Christ child his importance? He is the gift of 
a Father who knows only how to love. The reality is so simple 
yet so elusive. At this time of year, my eagerness not to miss 
Christmas must be my eagerness to love. 

        

TO THE EDITOR 
Downey says, ‘Let’s stop the nonsense!’ 

I would like to respond to your article 
“Changing the Church means changing the 
Mass” (Nov. 27. 

You tell us the Mass was changed to spur us 
into living Christian lives, not just hearing 
about them. You imply that if we are busy 
waiting on tables and handshaking, we will be 
better Christians. Yet Scripture tells us we are 
saved by Faith which comes from hearing. 
There’s just too much talking and not enough 
listening in the conciliar church. The power of 
God does not depend on a happy hour, but on 
the Faith which makes one bow down in 
reverence when the words, “This is my Body, 
This is my Blood,” are pronounced. 

You would have us believe that Pre-Vatican 

Coyle says story 

was ‘far out!” 
Your story on St. Michael’s parish in 

Cannelton was far out! I know where the old St. 
Patrick’s parish was located—at the corner of 
Sixth St. Mister Lowell Taylor’s home is where 
the church used to be. A funeral home is next 
door. My grandfather was a member of the 
church and we have a piece of glass with his 
name on it (Pat Coyle) and I have a picture of 
the church. 

Henry Coyle 
Cannelton 

Carmel blessings 
Abundant blessings on you and all the staff 

at the Criterion. Be assured of a place in the 
prayers of all the nuns at Terre Haute Carmel 
for a blessed and joyous Christmastide. 

Sr. Mary Joseph Trisha 
Carmelite Monastery 

Terre Haute 

II Catholics were a lazy, passive bunch of 
hypocrites. And all because they weren’t 
running around shaking hands and en- 
tertaining each other at the shared meal. 

If the Mass is essentially a meal, why does 
Scripture tell us the meal was either finished or 
well on the way when Jesus got around to 
blessing the Bread or Wine? There is but one 
purpose of a meal. That is to nourish our body. 
The Mass is not a meal in this physical sense. 
St. Paul makes this clear in I Cor. “When you 
meet together as a group, you do not come to 
eat the Lord’s supper. For as you eat, each one 
goes ahead with his own meal, so that some are 
hungry while others get drunk. Don’t you have 
homes in which to eat and drink?” 

To show how great a travesty it is to com- 
pare the Mass with a shared meal, allow me to 
make believe. Pretend that a Priest and myself 
are the sole survivors of a plane crash in a 
secluded area. Starved and near death, the 
Priest finds his travel bag which contains a 
host and a small amount of wine. For the last 
time, he offers the Holy Sacrifice for our sins. I 

Compliments to 

Valerie Dillon 
I compliment you on Valerie Dillon’s two 

recent features of innovative programs in 
Catholic schools of the archdiocese. You 
captured well the “Good News” which our 
parishes make available to families of school- 
aged children. I am pleased that you have 
agreed to develop this series which wiil focus 
on the unique character of our Catholic schools. 
Tlook forward to our continued collaboration. 

Steve Noone 
Director of Schools, 

Office of Catholic Education 
Indianapolis 

seonhe Teaving bes puns st ans 

am just barely able to communicate from one 
small sliver of the Host. Strictly speaking that 
would be one worthless meal, but one beautiful 
and Holy Mass. Let’s stop the nonsense and get 
back to the Catholic Faith. 

Mark Downey 
Bedford 

Appreciate efforts 

for refugees 
All of us here at Catholic Charities Special 

Projects appreciate your efforts for the 
refugees. 

Thank you. 

Sue Ann Ley 
Associate Director, 

Special Projects 
Indianapolis 

Unfair assumption 
I read with interest your editorial on the 

shooting on the circle. This was a dreadful 
tragedy and my heart goes out to the family of 
Mr. Grimes. 

However, it is not quite fair to assume that 
this was the result of a “parking situation.” 
The policeman’s life was in danger. I was not 
present (perhaps you were) but I am sure the 
whole situation could have been handled dif- 
ferently. 

Had the motorist simply moved on and 
perhaps circled while waiting for his wife, had 
the policeman approached in a different 
manner—we could go on for several more 
““fs.”’ None of this will restore a life. 

It does a disservice to law enforcement to 
put all the blame on the officer. 

Name withheld by request 
Indianapolis 

Reader takes issue with embarrassment 
Mrs. Ogden’s high regard for the Masonic 

Order (letters to the editor, Nov. 27) seems to 
be based entirely on their act of kindness 
toward her son. I am not sure I understand 
their motive in their kindness toward her son. 
Perhaps it represents atonement for past sins. 

As a Catholic Mrs. Ogden should be familiar 
with the activities of the Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State (AUSCS). This 
organization has had total support of the 
Masonic Order during most of its existence. 
AUSCS has, over the years, made the Catholic 
Church its prime target for harassment. Just 

this past week, AUSCS protested plans by the 
United States Postal Service to issue a com- 
Memorative stamp to mark the 800th an- 
niversary of the birth of Saint Francis of Assisi. 

If Mrs. Ogden will take time to research the 
anti-Catholic activities of both the Masonic 
Order and Americans for Separation of Church 
and State, I feel she will have no reason to be 
embarrassed. It will not be necessary to do any 
sweeping under any rug. 

H. V. Skelly 
Terre Haute 

Shea thankful for services to refugees 
On behalf of all of the staff at Catholic 

Charities Resettlement Center, I would like to 
thank you for your splendid services con- 
cerning refugee resettlement here in In- 
dianapolis. The enlightening and com- 
passionate articles written by Ruth Hanley, 
have planted quite a few seeds in the hearts of 
your readers. We are constantly receiving 
Phone calls from people who are responding to 

  

the needs of these poor ones, needs of which 
they are unaware until they read The Criterion. 

Working with refugees has become, for me, 
a challenge as well as a great source of joy. 
Thank you for opening the eyes of so many 
others whom, I hope, will share that joy with 
me. 

Brother Ed Shea, OFM 
Indianapoli~ 
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Tove’ rings most true at Christmastime 

by ALICE DAILEY 

Was there ever a night to equal Christmas 

Eve? It is joy and wonder, pathos and in- 

rolled into one. Itis the culmination of 

garlands and wreaths 

hung and the family fed. 

In between have been 

the ventures into the 

jostling, shopping 

crowds, searching for 

just the right gifts. 

department store ever, wrap it in silver, tie it 

‘with red velvet ribbons and present it to our 

loved ones. Then they could possess everything 

tee them happiness? 

not live by bread alone. 
beyond the 

Penance services 

continue this week 

their choice. 

priests will be available for private con- 

fession. 

Parishes and the scheduled services for 

the next two weeks incl
ude the following: 

mLittle Flower—F
riday, Dec. 18, 3:30 p.m. and 

7:0 p.m. 

> Holy Trinity—Sunday, Dec. 0, 2:30 p.m. 

mst. ‘Anthony—Su
nday, Dec. 2, 2p.m. 

St. Simon—Sunday, Dec. 20, 7:30 p-m- 

> Holy Spirit—Mo
nday, Dec. 21,7:30 p.m. 

St. Matthew—Monday
, Dec. 21,7:30 P-m- 

St. Monica—Monday, Dec. 21,7:30p.m. 

St. Christopher —Tuesday, Dec: 22,7: p.m. 

» St. Philip Neri—Tuesday, Dec- 22,7: p.m. 

St. John parish has scheduled con- 

fessions for Saturday, Dec. 19 at the 

following times: 41-11:45a.m., 3-4:30 p.m., 

15 + Monday, Dec. 21, 

p.m.; Thursday, Dec. ”% at 10-11 am., 

F130 to 12noon, and 3:30to 4:30 p-- 

Penance services will also be held by 

four neighboring parish
es elsewhere in the 

diocese this weekend. St. John, Osgood, 

has a service set for 2 p.m. on Sunday, 

; _ Immaculate Conception, 

Millhousen, will hold its service at 4 p.m. 

the same day. That will be followed by St. 

Maurice at Napoleon at 7:30 p.m. On 

Tuesday, Dec. 22, St. Maurice, Decatur 

county, will conduct a penance service. 

gifts: charm, talent and friendships; a wish for 7 Members 
R. Edward Eppich were 

celebrat
e the 40th wedding 

Eppichs. A nephew, 

ficiated at a Mass of 

to be closed 

for holiday 

‘This issue closes out the year 1961 for 

‘The Criterion. There will be no paper the 

last Friday of the year (Dec. 25). Our next 

issue to reach will be dated Jan. 1 

‘Advertising is filled for that date. News 

copy must be in our office by Thursday, 

Dec. 24. 

Archbishop 

O’Meara’s Schedule
 

Week of December 2 
A Cathedral High School student Anthony 

will leave in January for 

Washington, D.C. where he will serve a8 8 PAB? 

at the Capitol. A junior, Zappia is the son of Mr. 

and Zappia. He 
z y parish, Clarksville. Masses 

at 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon with reception 

following. 

MONDAY, December 2i1—Christmas 

visitation, St. Paul Hermitage, Beech 

Grove. Mass at 10 a.m. 

THURSDAY, 
mi 
Cathedral, Indi is. 

TUESDAY, December 29—Admission to 

Candidacy of Archdiocesan semi
narians. 

Mass at 5:30 p.m., Holy Rosary Church, 

Indianapolis. 

  

, Bethel AME, Centenary 

United Methodist, St. John United 

Presbyterian and the Interfaith Community 

Council, all inthe New Albany area. 

  

  
    

& YEARB 
for the Archdiocese 

of Indianapolis 

Over 200 pages of everything from e numbers and parish 

contact to Mass schedules and priests’ biographies 

from the day they were ordained. It includes but is not 

limited to: 

y Archdiocesan Offices
 

v Parish Information 
v Religious Orders 

Institutions & Org izations Parish Statistics 

vy History of the Archdiocese ~ and Much, Much Mor
e 

y Clergy Biographies 

Please send me __—_ copy(s) of the 1981-82 Directory & 

Yearbook. I have enclosed $5.00 per copy (plus $1.00 per copy 

postage &handling).
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Make Check payable to: The Criterion 

P.O. Box 174 
Indianapolis, IN 46206     
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Shortest day of the year 
precedes Christ event 

Advent stands at edge of season of great promise 
by DAVID GIBSON 

Looking outside any evening now about 5 
p.m., it is easy to realize that the days are 
growing shorter. It doesn’t seem long ago that, 
on hot summer evenings, we watched the sun 
go down between 8:30 and 9. 

Now things are different. We’re racing 
toward the shortest day of the year. This year 
that day is Dec. 21, only a few days before 
Christmas. 

For the church, this time of year is Advent— 
the season just before Christmas. Advent is a 
time of waiting and of expectation. It is a time 
to get ready for the coming of Jesus. 

This is when the church in its official 
prayers reads frequently what the prophet 
named Isaiah had to say long ago. Isaiah spoke 
about the one to come, one who would be a just 
ruler. The prophet painted word pictures of 
deserts turning into orchards, of a time when 
people would not hunger or thirst. 

In lyrical words of anticipation he wrote: 
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him who brings glad tidings, announcing 
peace, bearing good news, announcing 
salvation.” 

The natural symbolism offered by the world 
at this time of year fits Advent and Christmas 
well. As a season of hope, Advent stands at the 
very edge of a new season in the church which 
is filled with great promise. So, as the days 
wind toward their dimmest point in the year, it 

have just begun to grow longer. We hardly 
realize it when we're exchanging gifts and 
getting together with relatives and friends. The 
fact is that the days lengthen slowly. We won’t 
get to the longest day of the year until next 
June. 

But astronomers have known for many 
centuries when the shortest day of the year is. 
And it is no coincidence that Christmas is 
positioned when it is—just at a time when the 
sun once again begins to rise in the sky. 

It is commonly held among scholars that in 
the ancient church, when a date for celebrating 
the birth of Jesus was sought, Dec. 25 was 
chosen because of its association with the 
renewing brightness of the sun. 

In pagan times, this was. when the sun god 
was worshiped. But in Christian times, it would 
become a time for celebrating another kind of 
bright light—the bright light of the Lord. 

Perhaps you would like to light a candle at 
dinnertime this evening, as Advent winds 
toward its conclusion. Lower the other lights 
soxnewhat. Then recall in simple words for 
your family members, your children, your 
friends—whomever—the meaning of the 
coming of Jesus at Christmas: The one who 
lights a way through the darkness. 

1981 by NC News Service 

Process of threshing grain 
by Fr. DAVID K. 0’ROURKE, OP 

Encircling old Jerusalem like a modern 
fortress is a massive ring of apartments and 
condominiums. But beyond this ring of steel 
and stone the traveler quickly comes upon the 

The gift we give is the 

love we give back 
RECIPROCITY 

The gift we give is the one we keep 
When we give that gift with love 

The magical gift comes back to stay 
With the one who gave the gift away 

To give is to receive with joy 
Knowledge of a pleasure given 

Accepting the gift the Father gave 
Of an only son through a humble maid 

His gift of love has shown the way 
To give back LOVE on Christmas day. 

Mary Baker | 
Indianapolis 

Arab villages that have been here for hundreds 
of years. Frequently they are set on the 
hilltops, on the stone outcroppings, that wind 
and rain have exposed and left unusable for 
farming. 

On the lower slopes, and in the valleys 
where the rain waters gather, are the olive 
groves, the figs, the grapes, the fruit and the 
grain so basic to the local agriculture and 
economy. 

The grain is grown in small fields or on the 
terraces around the olive trees. It is harvested 
by hand, cut by sickles close to the top of the 
stalk. The remaining straw: will be cut later. 
The grain is taken to the threshing floor. 

Near every village in this rocky country, 
often on a slight slope just below the clustered 
stone houses, are the natural, white stone floors 
that are used for threshing. The rock that has 
formed these hills is frequently just below the 
surface, and, where exposed, it polishes easily 
toa smooth finish. 

Erosion and human industry have prepared 
many a good threshing floor in these villages. 

Grain is threshed with considerable human 
effort. I want to describe. this process. I will. 
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explain why later on. 
On the threshing floor the heads of wheat, 

still attached to their stalks, are flailed. A flail, 
put simply, is a wood and leather whip—a short 
stout club attached to the longer handle by a 
leather strap. Used on a man it could render 
him senseless with one blow. 

On the threshing floor the heads of wheat 
are beaten and pounded with flails until the 
single grains break loose from the stalks. The 
mixture is then all thrown in the air, the heavy 
grain falling down, the breezes carrying the 
light straw off to the side. 

To take the outer hulls off the grains, they 
are trodden by the hooves of animals, or 
sledges with rocks set into their bottoms are 
dragged over the grains, grinding the hulls off. 
Again, the grain which is separated from the 
useless outer hull is thrown in the air, the grain 
falling down and the light hulls or chaff being 
blown to the side. The chaff is then gathered to 
be burned. 

Why do I mention this in such detail? 
Because John the Baptist used this image to 
describe the messiah. Think for a moment how 
this would have sounded to people who knew 
the work so well. ‘‘He will cut. you down like 

    
requires great human effort 

wheat, and beat you with flails, and grind you 
under a sledge, and separate you, the good 
from the bad like wheat from straw, and when 
he has finished he will purify the threshing 
floor with fire so that no bit of chaff goes un- 
burned.” 

Talk about scaring the wits out of people! 
Even the toughest preachers never came up 
with an image like that one. 

Yet, for all its strength and power, it was the 
wrong one. Jesus came preaching, and what he 
said was so different from what John the 
Baptist expected, so much more tolerant, that 
John sent messengers to Jesus to ask him, 
“Are you he-who-is-to-come, or are we to look 
for someone else?” 

I suspect that, like John the Baptist, we too 
have our partly mistaken ideas of who Jesus is 
and what he should do. We have our own ideas 
of the way things should be, the way God should 
Tun the world, and we create our own idea of 
Jesus to fit those images. 

We do well to prepare for Jesus’ birth by 
having the Lord, as he truly is, take the place of 
the Jesus who is the product of our 
imaginations. 

11981 by NC News Service    
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Will mystery ever return? 
by Msgr. R.T. BOSLER 

I have learned to live with most of the 
changes in the church, but I shall never 

get over the loss of the mystery that used to be 
part of the Latin Mass. I 
hear there are to be still 
more changes in the 
Mass. Any hope that 
some of the mystery will 
be restored? 

During Vatican “ 
Council II a number 

of bishops spoke against 
the proposed revisions in 
the Mass and the use of 
the vernacular (language 
of the people), 
proclaiming that the 
mystery of the Eucharist must be respected. 

  

I remember how Cardinal Gracias of 
Bombay, India, objected to this reasoning, 
declaring it to be pagan. The pagans, he said, 
lida iis bison 162 ts BH 

The bishops whose thinking prevailed 
argued that the uniqueness of Christianity is 
the revealing of God in Jesus. 

A central doctrine of faith, belief in the 
incarnation, declares that the hidden God 
made himself approachable, knowable in 
human terms. The development of that belief is 
that God continues to be approachable, ac- 
cessible sacramentally—as in the bread and 
wine of the Eucharist. 

The first Christians met for the ‘breaking of 
the bread” in private homes. Three hundred 
years later the simple ceremony began to take 
on the trappings of pagan temples when recent 

  

THE WORD 
  

by 
PAUL 

KARNOWSKI       

  

DECEMBER 20, 1981 — Fourth Sunday in Advent (B) 
2Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
  

An infant lays quietly in his crib. Suddenly, 
as if by some secret command, he slowly and 
deliberately raises his left arm to his left ear. 
His miniature fingers explore the nooks and 
crannies of its convoluted form. Then, his right 
arm is raised to the right side of his head and 
discovers another ear, identical in shape and 
feel to the other. Although not expressed in 
words, he wonders in his infant-way, ‘‘How can 
this be?” 

An eight-year-old girl sits at a table in the 
basement. The moment of truth has arrived. 
The test tubes are filled, the instructions have 
been followed. She pulls a piece of blue paper 
from a container labeled, “Litmus.” Ever so 
slowly she inserts one end into Test Tube A. 
Magically, the blue is transformed into red. 
She scratches her head and ass herself, “How 
eanthis be?” 

The twenty-fifth anniversary party is over 
and all the guests have gone home. A man and 
a woman lay in their bed snuggled together— 
each presuming the other is asleep. But in the 

darkness two pairs of eyes are wide open, 
brimming with love. The eyes are asking, 
“How can this be?” 

“The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
town of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. Upon 
arriving, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, O 
highly favored daughter, the Lord is with you 
. .. You shall conceive and bear a son and give 
him the name Jesus. Great will be his dignity 
and he will be called Son of the Most High.” 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be. . .?”” 

A writer sits before his typewriter, working 
on a column for the Fourth Sunday of Advent. 
Scattered thoughts run through his head, ‘The 
gospel concerns Gabriel’s announcement to 
Mary—it’s only a few short days until 
Christmas ...” His fingers take to the 
keyboard and he types several words on the 
blank piece of paper, ‘‘God becomes man— 
How can this be?” 

  

DECEMBER 27, 1981 — Feast of the Holy Family (8) 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40 
  

JMJ. It was my introduction to the world of 
Catholic abbreviation. Later I would learn the 
meanings of BVM, OSB, OFM, and SJ, but for 
now I listened attentively as my teacher ex- 
plained why we were to place these three let- 
ters on the top of our homework and test pages 

“We write JMJ on the top of each page to 

remind us of the Holy Family—Jesus, Mary, 

and Joseph. We ask for their help in our work, 
and we pray that our families may be more like 
theirs.” 

That sounded like «.zeasonable explanation 

at the time. But several hundred JMJs later, it 

dawned on me that 1 knew very little about the 

Holy Family. Did Jesus play baseball after he 

finished his homework? Did he always do 

everything his parents told him? How about 

Joseph and Mary? Did they ever argue? Ihada 

thousand questions that I didn’t dare ask. I 

wanted details but I never received any. 
When I grew older I found out why. “The 

gospels,” my scripture professor explained, 

“are not biographical accounts of the life of 

Jesus. They are proclamations of the good 

news: by rising from the dead Christ trium- 

phed over evil and death once and for all.” He 
went on to explain that the gospel writers did 
not place as much emphasis on biographical 
detail as we do. “Hence,” he added, “we know 
remarkably little about Christ’s childhood or 
his family life.” 

But what do we know? We know from 
passages such as today’s gospel that Joseph 
and Mary were devout Jews. They “‘presented” 
their son to God, in keeping with the Law of 
Moses. Luke tells us that the family returned to 
Galilee and “‘the child grew in size and 
strength, filled with wisdom, and the grace of 
God was upon him.” There are a few other 
passages, but they offer us little more in- 
formation. 

How, then, do we emulate a family about 
whom we know very little? Perhaps we should 
take our cue from the gospel writers; instead of 
bogging ourselves down in the bottomless mire 
of our family biographies, we should broaden 
our vision to see the Resurrection at work in 
our relationships; try to view our encounters 
with evil, sickness, and conflict as battles 
already won. JMJ, I’m sure, would approve. 

converts from paganism felt the need to ex- 
press their Christian faith in the only way they 
knew how to be religious. 

civilizations and cultures left 
their mark on the Mass. The age of feudalism 
and the period of absolute monarchy in- 
troduced liturgical features and attitudes 
toward worship that demanded the changes 
voted for by the bighops in Vatican Council IT. 

I can appreciate how you feel. We older 
Catholics do miss something we thought 
mighty important, but we must keep in mind 
that the church is building for the future. 

This was brought home to me recently by a 
father who described the attitude of his young 

he was entitled to do. Not satisfied that this was 
a real Mass, the insisted on at- 
tending another Mass to fulfill their obligation. 

meal, why shouldn’t Christians celebrate the 
Seder also? If the inspired Gospels have Jesus 
changing the Seder into a new Christian rite, 
why is it wrong for us to do the same? 

Eucharist is a sacred, sacrificial meal. 
In a Seder, Jewish people relive the saving 

action by which God saved their ancestors 
from Egyptian slavery and created them his 

. They try to experience the continuing 
saving action of God in their own lives and look 
forward to the day when God will restore peace 
and unity to the human family. 

Ir a very real sense, the Mass is our Seder, 
in which we relive the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus, try to experience his 
living with us as Savior and look forward to his 
‘second coming when he will complete the 
kingdom of heaven with the elevation of men 
and women to the life of the Resurrection. This 
is expressed in the acclamation: ‘‘Christ has 
died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” 

from readers. 

Those of general interest will be answered here. 
Write to him at: 600 North Alabama, Indianapolis, IN 

46204.) 
© 1961 Universal Press Syndicate 
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“The poor—what they need is a cuddle, with someone 
telling them they are loved.” —Mother Teresa 

WILL YOU BE THAT 
SOMEONE? 

Share your Christmas with the Missions and send the special 
warming love of Christ around the world! 

fmf Di £ 
  

Please ber my i ion at 

Dear Father, I'll celebrate the birth of Christ by sharing with the Missions. | enclose my special 

sacrifice to help the poorest of children, families, refugees and lepers. 

1 $1,500 [$1,000 [$500 $250 A$i0 [$50 O$25 O10 O§5 

idnight Mass: 

  
  

envelopes. 

NAME 

D | would like to share with the Missions ALL yearound. Please send me monthly 

    

STREET   

CITY   

STATE 

ak 
[ek 
at 

Make checks payable to: 

z 
136 WEST GEORGIA STREET   — ZIP 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

-]™® SOCIETY f% PROPAGATION i: FAITH 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46225 

Fr. James D. Barton, Director 
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~ Hispanic 
celebrations since 1968. Maria and Feliciano 

- Espinosa decorated the platform for the 

  

HISPANIC FESTIVAL—Traditional 

devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe was 
celebrated by the local Hispanic community 
Sunday at St. Mary’s Church. Above, the 
Virgin’s platform is carried in procession by 
(left to right) Juan Diego Espinosa, Loreto 

Sanchez, Fernando Gamez and Pedro 
Gamez. At left with Father Mauro Rodas at 
the offertory is Eduardo Ontiveros who 
represented Juan Diego. Some 356 persons 
from throughout the archdiocese gathered 
for Mass, procession and a chili lunch. 
Father Rodas, pastor and director of 

ministry, has planned these 

Virgin’s statue. Mrs. Espinosa also lent her 
embroidered family picture, as a 

of the painting imprinted on 
Juan Diego’s garment so long ago. Dr. 
Russell Gund a parish d 
chili for over 200 diners. (Photos by Ruth 
Ann Hanley.) ‘     

Hispanics celebrate Mary and 
Joseph’s search for shelter 

Every year, for nine consecutive nights 
culminating Christmas Eve, Hispanics 
throughout the Southwest re-enact Mary and 
Joseph’s search for shelter in Bethlehem 2,000 
years ago. 

According to Auxiliary Bishop Ricardo 
Ramirez of San Antonio, in some neigh- 
borhoods a live donkey carries a young woman 
representing Mary while a neighborhood lad 
Plays Joseph. In other places, statues 
representing the young couple are carried from 
place to place. 

The ritual, following a traditional script, 

takes the form of a sung dialogue, Bishop 
Ramirez explained. 

In the Hispanic re-enactment, Mary and 
Joseph knock on a door and ask for shelter. 
Refused entrance, they move on to another ~ 
house. After being turned away from three or 
four houses, Mary and Joseph finally find 
‘welcome and shelter at a home or even in a 

| _At this point, the bishop continued, all in- 
volved take part in a fiesta featuring a pinata 
filled with candy, fruit and nuts and, 
sometimes, with coins. Then, during the 
festivities, blindfolded children, hit at the 
pinata with sticks until it breaks open. 
According to the bishop, the tradition of the 

pinata is an ancient one. Its roots reach back to 
the days when the Aztec Indians used to 
present jars filled with jewels to their idols. 
Later, when the missionaries were 
among the Indians, the pinata was adapted to 
Christian purposes. 

Bishop Ramirez was ordained a bishop this 
year on Dec. 6 during a celebration in honor of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in San Antonio. Hé 
explained that Hispanic people have a long 
tradition of honoring Mary, the Mother of God, 
who ‘points the way to Jesus” in the infancy 
narratives. 

As Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mary is the 
Queen of Evangelization in Mexico, the one 
who brought Christ to the New World. 
Presently, the 450th anniversary of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is being celebrated. 

According to the tradition, in 1531 Mary 
appeared to a poor Indian, Juan Diego, in 
Mexico City, Mexico. She commissioned him to 
go to the Spanish bishop and ask him to build a 
church in her honor. As proof of her identity, 
she left her image on a mantel worn by Juan 
Diego. In the image, Mary appears as an In- 

. dian maiden. 
In 1970, Pope Paul VI declared Our Lady of 

Guadalupe the “Queen of Mexico and the 
Empress of All the Americas.” 

Page9 

Our Catholic faith links us 
with all God’s people 

by ANTOINETTE BOSCO 

was a Vespers service I attended with my 
daughter, Margaret, at the Cathedral of Notre 
DameinParis. . 

That Sunday we had walked over the bridge 
of the River Seine to the tiny isle where Notre 
Dame stands. Joining the congregation in the 
singing and chanting, and knowing that the 
construction of this beautiful building began 
more than 800 years ago, I felt in touch with a 
past firmly linked to the present and the future. 

I kept remembering a line written by 
Cardinal John Henry Newman, “I am a link in 
acchain, a bond of connection among persons.” 

I first heard of Notre Dame of Paris when I 
was in fifth grade in Albany, N.Y. My family 
lived in the parish of the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. _ 

Ina religion class at the parish school, my 
teacher, Sister St. Joseph, told us how for- 
tunate we were to be in a cathedral parish. She 
promised to take us on a special visit to the 
cathedral so that we could learn to appreciate 
its beauty. 

Sister St. Joseph told us the cathedral had 
been built in the 1850s by parishioners. Men 
would finish their daily jobs and then work into 

the night on the church. It was modeled on the 
beautiful Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris. 

This cathedral in Paris is where Napoleon 
was crowned emperor, where kings gave 
thanks to God after war victories, and where 
Joan of Arc once prayed. 

, My class went on that 
enudeee meee 
started college, I went to Mass every morning. 

Because the cathedral was also the bishop's 
church, I was able to the richest 
liturgies available to the faithful. Often the late 
Bishop Edmund Gibbons of Albany celebrated 
the Mass on a side altar for the handful of early 
morning worshipers, mainly older women. 

For high Masses, the cathedral’s choir 
director would play the organ and sing in his 
wonderfully rich voice. He often played a bit of 
Bach after Mass. The choir director taught me 
to sing Gregorian chant and also com- 
municated his own deep love of it tome. 

At Notre Dame in Paris, memories of the 
past came back to me when the organist played 
Bach after Vespers ended. Once again I heard 
the beautiful cadences of Gregorian chant and 
raised my voice with people who were 
strangers to me except for the great gift we 
have in common, our Catholic faith. 

I felt more than ever that our Catholic faith is 
our link, as Cardinal Newman had said, with 
God and all his people. 

© 1981 by NC News Service 

  

THE KEEP GIVING GIFTS 
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1982 Sunday Missal now in — $1.35 
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by Dr. JAMES and MARY KENNY 

Dear Readers: You have sent us hundreds 
of letters, many of them long and carefully 
thought out, many of them sharing deeply 
personal problems, convictions or pain. In this 
and in past years you have shared so much of 
yourselves with us. It is a great gift, and we are 
grateful. 

As Christmas and the year’s end approach, 
we send greetings to all of you, whatever your 
position in that great unit called family: 

To the new parents experiencing their first 
Christmas as parents; who wonder if children 
ever begin to sleep more than two or three 
hours at a time (they do) and if they are ever 
again so helpless and dependent and soft (they 
aren’t). 

To the young parents who lead Scouts and 
coach baseball and attend piano recitals; who 
serve tirelessly on school boards and parish 
councils and community organizations because 
community is not a dry word in sociology 
books, but the place where families grow. 

To the parents in the middle who support 
their aging parents through: surgery and 
hospital stays and their growing teens through 
auto wrecks from which (thank God!) they 
walked away; who support everyone with so 
little support themselves. 

To the mature parents who have raised their 
children, who provided faithfully year after 
year until the task was complete; who did less 
than they hoped to do for their children; who 
did better than they give themselves credit for; 
who face retirement, wondering if it will prove 
a blessing or a curse. 

Kennys send greetings 

to their readers 
To the single parents—the newly widowed, 

the newly divorced—who view Christmas with 
apprehension and even dread. 

To the grandparents who often find them- 
selves overlooked in a fast-paced, noisy world; 
who would like to move more slowly and more 
quietly than the world allows. 

To the great-aunts, the bachelor uncles, the 
honorary grandparents; to all relatives and 

To the young adults, the grown kids spen- 

To the college kids coming home for 
Christmas for the first time who wonder if 
mom’s cooking is as good as they remember (it 
Aa) And elie Si cite Peete Alaa Uae Yee 
(she will). 

TTo the teens, the kids for whom Christmas 

whose fondest memories linger over the gifts 
they give to others. 

To the children who can't wait for Christ- 
mas; wo ne ee 
always have chocolate-covered 
Christmas Eve!); woe fear the titen ill be 

cover buying presents for everyone. 
To the very young, whose most important 

need is to discover that the world is an OK 
palms dhe ah aps 

contribution which each has to make. 

  

  

With over a quarter century of 
service to the community, we at 
Oaklawn Memorial Gardens know the 
importance of planning for the future. 
And, with today’s rising costs, the 
incentive to act now has never been 
stronger. 

There are savings and ad- 

arrangements in advance. 

St. Theresa's Garden of Roses Mausoleum (Blessed by the Church) 

vantages to you and your family by meeting your responsibilities NOW . . 
eliminate unneeded anxiety and uncertainty later. 

We are offering a discount of $400.00 on our new mausoleum for making 

NOW is the best time 
to plan for tomorrow. 

    
. and it will 

Ground spaces are also available in this garden. 

— Monthly investments available with no finance charge — 

OAKLAWN 
Memorial Gardens & Mausoleums 

Memorial Properties, Inc.. 
9700 Allisonville Rd. (2 Minutes North of Castleton Square) 
  

NAME 

For more information without obligation, Mail Coupon to: | 

OAKLAWN MEMORIAL GARDENS 
9700 Allisonville Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46250 

  

ADDRESS   

CITY STATE___ZIP. 
  

TELEPHONE   
          

  
Carolers lift their voices 

from iving tree’ 
Was caroling ever this much fun? 

Climbing a wooden pyramid in the cold early evening . . . jostling and laughing into position 
between tiers of evergreens ... perching elbow to elbow in choir robes and snow caps, and 
finally singing like angels. : 

There’s still time to watch and listen to the Living Singing Christmas Tree of more than 100 
youngsters at St. Louis Church, Batesville. Youngsters from St. Louis School, grades 4-8, will 
adorn a 35-foot “tree” and carol to the newborn Babe at 7 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 21, and 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, Dec. 23. 

Other groups scheduled are: 7 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 20, Cardinal Singers of St. Louis, and on 
Tuesday, Dec. 22 at 6:40 p.m. four groups including the St. Louis Adult Choir, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
graders from St. Louis School, Barbershop singers from Greensburg, and closing at 8 p.m., the 
Batesville High School Swing Choir. 

The “tree is constructed of a wooden pyrai: ame with five tiers of platforms. At the top is 
a 15-foot live pine tree with a three foot star. More than 1,000 colored lights are strung around the 
“tree.” 

Jean Struewing and Lou Voegele originated the tree in 1972 and it was continued for seven 
years. It now has been brought back after a two-year absence. 

In early December volunteers were out checking the framework and replacing parts, 
replacing lights, gathering pine boughs and testing the sound tract. Meanwhile the children 
rehearsed their carols for opening night, Dec. 13. 

The originators had a special reason for bringing back the Living Singing Christmas Tree this 
year. They see the display as a “‘bolstering of the holiday spirit.” They are hoping it will bring 
“some relief from the worrisome burden of high prices and added expenses to our budgets. In 
the true spirit of Christmas past, the sight of those innocent, joyfully-singing children will draw 
us all toward the religious meaning of Christmas.” 

  

  

  

 



CDRISTMAS SPECIAL 
How will 

Christmas 

end for us? 
by Fr. RICHARD P. McBRIEN 

We all think we know what the first 

Christmas. And not just ours, but the world’s. 
The world, like all good things, will come to 

an end. On some day, in some month, during 
some year. 
Will it end, in T. S. Eliot’s words, -with a 

ibang or with a whimper? 
Will it be populated by then with roving 

hordes of brutalized and brutalizing men and 
omen? 

Will the earth have been_torn and stripped, 
endered barren by bombs and barbarisms of 
ery sort? 

Will the word “‘hope”’ have vanished, if not 
from the languages of the world, then certainly 
from the hearts of its inhabitants? 

_, Will fear have replaced joy; apathy, love; 
hess, kindness; meanness, mercy? 

Will anyone even remember or care about 
asses past, with their songs and 

leaden much less about that first 
Christmas in Bethlehem? 

3’s_easier, of course, to contemplate 
thlehem than Armageddon, but the former 
utes no sense without the latter, just as 
wistmas makes no sense without the Second 
om 

THE GREAT ENEMY of Christian faith is 

not heresy. Nor apostasy. Nor even per- 
ecution. It is indifference. 
The late Senator Paul Douglas, of Ilinois, 

bnce remarked: ‘Perhaps the chief effect of 
the organized church was to inoculate the great 
mass of Western mankind with such a mild 
Hose of Christianity as to make them immune 

o the real thing.” 
When Christmas is only the story of the baby 

jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes, or is 
imply a grand occasion for gift-giving and 
merry-making and good feelings, the world has 
jurely missed the point of it all. 
There was a first Christmas, but there will 
30 be a last. The world will come to an end, 

d Christians have some responsibility for 
ow it comes to its end, for the direction it takes 
etween now and then. 
The Scriptures are filled with warnings 

bout the matter. We are constantly urged to 
watchful and ready, for we know not the day 

or the hour (Luke 12:35-40; Matthew 25:1-13). 
Even so, the Kingdom of God will come not 

8 an act of divine retribution, but of divine 
et (Matthew 18:23-35). Indeed, God’s 
edemptive activity on our behalf has already 
egun (Mark 1:15). 

In the beatitudes in the Sermon on the 
lount, Jesus insists that God shows special 
wor toward the poor, the oppressed, the 
espised hind agp aragg goog In 

entrance into the Kingdom will be 
mined by our response to the neighbor in 

eed (Matthew 25:31-46). 

j RE DORE GE THR: Nineteen ave tied Se __ wat Sn $0 the Jast. Christmas .(Matthe. 21:43:_ 4 
from East and West, but some—even those 

“The Nativity” by Lorenzo Lotto i ree ee ee ee 

in the Church—will be found unworthy and will 
be cast into the exterior darkness (Matthew 
8:11-23; Luke 13:24-28). 

What will be decisive, therefore, is not our 
membership in the organization which of- 
ficially celebrates the first Christmas, but our 
response to the Lord’s call to conversion on our 

Mark 12:1-9). 

To be converted is to seek first the Kingdom 
of God (Matthew 6:25-33), and that, in turn, 
means doing the will of God (6:9-13). 
"And doing the will of God involves 
ea (Luke 9:57-60), and this requires, 
among other demands, a renunciation of 
earthly goods (Mark 10:24-27). 
+ OpguswArRS ve. ,‘Jt isensier forse camelde:-« « thedast Christmas, ours andthe work#satike- ~* 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

a ne: (Matthew 
19:24), 

For some of us, the richer we are, the 
happier the Christmas. That’s not consistent 
with the spirit of the first Christmas. We all 
know that instinctively. 

Butit's even less consistent with the spirit of 

© CT Feature Services  
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by JAMES BREIG 

You are almost sorry you asked when you 

a state of perpetual motion.” 

It’s enough to make you want to skip 
Christmas this year and move on to Lincoln's 

The Criterion, December 18, 1961 

Remember what happened last year? 
Birthday. The hustle and bustle of yuletide, the 
commercialization of Christmas, the frenzy of 
the season must have reached a peak when the 
slogan “Put Christ back into Christmas” was 

Can it be far off when we will bear someone 
chortle, “This is a ho-ho-holy time of year”? 
he eee 

decades now, each year emphasizing the 
secular holiday over the religious holy day. It’s 

the ears of a rabbit while the tunes of mistletoe, 
missing front teeth, reindeer with rhinitis, and 
melting snowmen cannot be contained in one 
record cabinet. And, kids, the purpose of 
Christmas, saith the TV is to mark the birth of 
anewG.I. Joe doll. 

About the only plus Christmas has left is 
that people still remember the good old days 

  

Brenner Luggage 

111 South Meridian      
   CI 

| LS Wa 

        
   

The best of 

     
635-4922 

  

  

  

  

  

  

ee Geile ing 
Y jit, oO eco 
ZY | Kenneth Smock 
To oR : Excavating, Inc. y ao Enjoy health, 8, Inc. 
ol ] happiness and 2910 W. Minnesota 248-8371 

nu good fortune 
at the holidays Columbus _ 
and throughout an ee 

the new year. one Gass 
17 W. Market (Suite 612) 

638-3375 

oe POYNTER | Eisenhut Drugs 
ngineering, Inc. Welding Service DICK EISENHUT 

25 E. McCarty St. 638-8098 | 957/N. Lockburn 243-0103 | 5353 English Ave. 357-4456 

Maffett & Purvis | Weaver & Miller | SMITH PACKING 
Standard Service INSURANCE AGENCY COMPANY 
455 South Emerson Ave. 3450 N. Meridian Street 2102 Spann Avenue 

357-0982 262-6160 283-7686 634-7327 
  

GRAYSHIRE CERAMICS STUDIO 
E. 40 Setters Rd. (146th St.), Carmel Phone 846-0130 

  

Daniel F. O'Riley Funeral Home 
6107 S. East Street (Hi-way 31 South) 

787-8224 

Compliments of 

7-11 

Super Markets 
  

  

2720 S. Tibbs 

Staab Sheet Metal 
& Heating Inc. 

Indianapolis 241-2553 

Kulwin Electric 

Supply Company 
3410 Northwestern Ave. 

926-4433 
  

    Standard Duplicator 
of Indiana, Inc. 

Standard Spirit Duplicators and Supplies 
Kroy Lettering Machine 

5602 Elmwood Ave., Suite 109, Indianapolis 786-8545   SAP’S 
FOODS 

“Try Our 
Famous Doughnuts 

& Pastries” 

950 E. Troy, Indianapolis 

636-5113   
  

ee 

Popcorn ropes. 
dditeueten cede 
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up in a dresser drawer or broken in January, 
but on someone whose happiness would be the 
direct result of our effort.” 
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“At Christmastime,” notes a California 
man,” we give two-fold by giving to more 
missions for the needy, sick, and helpless 
people and the poor on Indian reservations.” 

TO A WEST Coast woman, Christmas Day 
includes inviting ‘‘some poor or lonely person 
for dinner.” 

What motivates all this—the initial decision 
to do something to fight back against com- 
mercialization, the effort to plan family events, 
the reaching out to others—is the deep-felt 
belief that the reason for celebrating Christ- 
mas is not custom or habit or the urge to hop on 
the holiday bandwagon, but the desire to recall 
the miraculous mement when God became 
human. 

“The reflections on the season and its at- 
mosphere,” remarks one woman, “naturally 
arouse in one a sense that God is always near 
us and ready to help. The delightful reality of 
Christmas is that all life is a precious gift.” 

Reprinted with permission from U.S. CATHOLIC, p 

by Claretian Publications, 221 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 
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Do you know the history 

of our holiday traditions? 
Millions of Americans celebrate Christmas 

each year, but the history and origins of many 

holiday traditions have been lost in the haze of 

commercialization. This quiz will test your 
knowledge of unusual facts about the history of 
Christmas. It was prepared at Catholic 
University of America. 

1. The custom of having a Christmas tree 
originated: 

land on which to build their new 
homes. 

(b) in Germany, on the left bank of the 
upper Rhine River. 

(c) with Martin Luther during the 
Reformation. 

2. Christ was actually bern: 

(a) on Dec. 25. 
(b) somewhere around midnight on the 

  

  

was already another holiday 
celebrated on the 24th. 

(c) nobody knows for sure when Christ 
was born. 

3. The character of Santa Claus as part of the 
modern celebration of Christmas 
originated: 

(a) one year in Sweden, when a rotund, 
bearded, jolly-looking father of three 
children decided to dress up in a 
bright red costume, in order to liven 
up his ”s festivities. 

(b) with the Feast of St. Nicholas, 
celebrated in Holland and other 
Scandinavian countries on Dec. 6. 

(c) in the last 100 years, as Christmas 
became increasingly com- 
mercialized, and retail store 
managers wanted a gimmick to 
draw more attention to their wares. 

4. How old were Joseph and Mary when Jesus 
was ? 

(a) Historical records prove that Mary 
was 18 and Joseph was 32. 

(b) They were both about the same age, 
between 25 and 30 years old. 

(c) Nobody knows for sure. 

5. The modern tradition of exchanging gifts at 
Christmas time dates back to: 

(a) eae of St. Nicholas, celebrated 
6. on . 

(b) when the three Kings, Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthazar came to see 
the Christ child, bearing gifts of 

gifts at the end of the year. 
(d) all of the above. 

6. Christmas has always been celebrated on 
Dec. 3. 

(a) True 
(b) False 

7. The custom of eating ham with Christmas 
dinner originated: 

(a) Because pigs were the source of 
protein most easily raised under 
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significance in previous centuries. 
(c) All of the above 

the birth of Jesus is: 
(a) in Rome, the first year immediately 

following Christ’ 
(b) in Germany, 9 years after Christ’s 

death. 

(c) in Egypt, early in the 3rd Century, 
where it was celebrated on May 20. 
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Christians celebrate it on Jan. 6. The exact 

year of Christ’s birth is not even known, but it is 

generally thought to be between 7 and 4B.C. 

3. (b) with the Feast of St. Nicholas, 

celebrated in Holland and other Scandinavian 

countries on Dec. 6. Tradition has it that St. 

Nicholas gave gifts to the poor, specifically in 

the form of money to poor girls who would have 

been prevented from marrying for lack of a 

dowry. 
4. (c) Nobody knows for sure. Nonetheless, 

Mary has often been portrayed as being quite 

young and Joseph as being considerably older 

than she. 
5. (d) All of the above. See answer to 

number 3 for more information about the Feast 

of St. Nicholas. 
6. (b) False. Christmas has been celebrated 

at times in the past on all of the following days: 

Dec. 25, Dec. 26, May 20 and March 28. 

7. (c) All of the above. 
8. (c) in Egypt, early in the 3rd Century, 

according to the Rev. Robert Kress, a theology 
at the Catholic University of America 

in Washington, D.C. 
9. (a) St. Cecilia. St. Cecilia is the patron 

saint of music. The Holy Innocents were all of 
the babies that were killed by Herod’s decree 
after Jesus was born. St. Ann was the mother of 
Christ’s nother, Mary. 

10. (b) The feast of the winter solstice. This 
was an ancient celebration of the continuing 
and renewed strength of the sun, as the days 
began to grow longer. Some opinion has it that 
Christians chose to celebrate Christmas in late 
December in order to compete with the pagan 
feast. 

  

    

May the 

peace and joy 

of Christmas 

remain with you 

throughout the 

pais co 
yea   
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Pyand... happy. Time to celebrate Time to remember people in family 

nd our a0" what they have done en peopdae ded. Caring tor others, Hoping sa 

and our country, And time to think of other People that are sick can be well, 

People than you. 

others that have died, te 
Sing 

are 
things to be 

to old happy about on 
People that 

Christmas. 
are in 

There are Many things to Make on 
= = miati%e, {© remember people that are in 

homes. Pe 
And be caring and loving. And be sharing time 

Moran 
togive 

Cote 
and not to 

Christ the King School 
take. 

An old-fashioned holiday means More I think Christmas would have more 7 
Temote 

moderne If ete enjoyable it it weren't ch dt a a ot 

modern. we 
which 

Suggest Christ at all. Besides, 

mec nt the simplicity of Christ, it would Ce they co freasures homemade gifts beens 

Teoun caster to think of him. Everyone tases note 8 person's hands and hence 

cen Could have come as a great king nm not machines, 
cold te Palace, but he chose to be bey sylly, there are the house decorations, 
me ia ood example, Mi ne electric lights Wee 5 

ag - Most We have . We See a wreath 

Prada nae rae Je, et ny ae ttc 1 Ht live? No, itis probaniy a 

gradually Teplaced by artificial Ones, tificial. 
Instead of electric lights, tinsel, and tin or. sietetore, th old fashioned Christmas with 

strings and hana be better to have popcorn me, ncere items would be more meaninera 

strings and Ornaments? 
me. Jom let's take a look at the gifts around the 

Diana Bischof 

tree. Are any of these made at home with 
Category B 

loving care? No, most of these are‘ smi New Albany 

A letter to Santa expresses thanks Dear Santa, 
Inder Present that miraculously finds its way 

nig! iS Ota letter of request, but a letter of ote ay tree Oy te mae i 
ithe, 3S 1ong as ¥ can remember, yon wras too far away to return home for s 

home with a, 2¥in€ and love has sd ay ri? appears at my door. The grisea 
ran a warmth. Even the youngest Foe all is expressed through your cheat 

~~ om _— fea 8s you td ing Yon ee re 2 Ce 

Tecreate Frosty snowman gue Convince Rudolph that he is nerdes them, = needs of thers and attempe to 
consis eoegh because he lr diferent Santa, this Christmas while you're rum- 
and ora oumtless amounts of cookies, ran maging Your bag for that perfect gift 
tiny hens that ae lovingly set out for ponte make sure you include a giving spirit and 
Aor 

Stocking stuffed with God's love and blessing, 
‘AS we grow older, the magi of Frosty may 

Becky Brooks 

fade, but the Magic of the and 
Category C 

Visionary of our still lingers. 
Cathedral High 

This magic is not only generated by (nee Indianapolis 

Memories of Christmas reveal wonder and ho Christmas to me: memories, wonder and tying at & dark window with my Ded, is 

hope. 

noyné to catch a glimpse of this mares always be 
» OX- 

+ -. It is the Christmas of 1944 in y. : 
fore it, wanting tobe filed with it, shine wiz 

My m was escaping with her two small -..Itisthe When as a teenager I it? Thank you, God, for letting me 

prildren from the Russian take-over of Bae wi with my to Mass—in the miracle of his and the birth of your 

ro sla. She had been saving a precious cansne of the night, full of questions about . ; 

to light it on Christmas. This flame was the meaning of it all. 
den tp the, Years of exploring with my 

mide * Fay of warmth and hope in the - +. It is the first 
ied dren why God to share Himself in His 

midst of hunger, coldness, lessness—a woman, being so happy that I want everybody Son with us, with all People—of discovering 

feeling of Security in the love of my parents and in my happiness—becanse this love to share His life in us with others, 

the love of Son was homeless too, Certainly must have its Toots in God's love for --. It is 
aS a widow, 

++. It is the i Of 1947 when the His people. 
we ing and asking “Why, Why, Why?” 

Christchild was going to bring me a Special -. It is when our first Son eyed with awe God, did you ever ask yourself. “Why?” Why 

  

    

   

MIME ets onthe Crist rattan 2 can’t my people see my love, my Concern—that 
Ne 

  

my Son is alive among them? 
--. Itis 

life are jo 
d 

‘Depauw 
AA pene 

and 
the slow realization that birth y happiness, 

A. Dietgard W; 
“Adult Categor 
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Christmas time is here again, ~ as it pee ne Te ie he he 

every . The snow will be falling bai cancer. year family 

24s aan children’ wil be sledding and making will be more thankful for the birth of Jesus 

Can Jesus be a part of everyone’s life? snowmen. Each street will be Christ. The tears of sorrow will turn into 
prayers of thankfulness because we know that 

Christmas is one of the most important high taxes, and many people had very little to through the birth of Jesus and His death, that 

seasons in the church year. It is the time when eat. They alll had to travel to the city where salvation for all is achieved. I believe Charles 

Christians all over the worldcelebrate the birth they were born to be counted and many people . now shares eternity with Christ and knowing 

of Jesus. On that day 1,961 years ago Mary and =~ had no place to sleep. Mary and Joseph could At home the this is the greatest gift I could ever receive this 

Joseph were so very happy. They had waited so find no place to stay and that is why they were , ; 

Second place winners | Christmas sorrows turn to thanksgiving 
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Christmas. : f Z a ri i 

long for Him and had traveled so far from their Z because brothers, sisters, and relatives Suzanne Hardebeck 

ne io erish the world could be as happy as ‘the stable with the animals. Both of them wiv! be reuniting once again for the joyous Category C 

Mary and Joseph were at that time. Wouldn’t it were very happy after Jesus came. celebration of Jesus’s birthday. Christmas Cathedral High School 

be wonderful if Jesus could be part of JimKane _ decorations along with the freshly chopped Indianapolis 

everyone’s life? Category B Christmas tree need to be displayed. Little sis 

Times were much like our own. There was North Vernon is making those cut-out cookies, mom < ae 

is makin oma Critmsersendt  Atimeofloveis joyful 

AC 
a eee 2S a Christmas is a time of love. But what 

i i i has on to us our a . 

‘hristmas revelation offers the gift of love passed ee tw aaaelgn 
grandfather. 

I think everyone knows the real meaning of him why he hadn't opened his presents yet and In this house Christmas will not be the same instead of taking. That is what Christmas is all 

Christmas is the celebration of Christ’s birth. I'll never forget what he told me. He said, “It’s as in previous years, yet things will go on as if about. Jesus was born on December 25th and 

Even though we sometimes get lost on the way not Christmas unless you're here.” nothing ever happened, although, in each of our God finally had a son. At first I thought God did 

to that celebration by all the com- For the first time in quite awhile I realized hearts his memory always remains. On not want a baby son. But I guess I’m wrong. 

mercialization of Christmas. We sometimes how much he really loved me because if he Christmas morning everyone will be sitting God is great and good. And like his son. But the 

neglect that it was a birth that was shared by us couldn't share Christmas with his entire around that oh so beautiful tree. The thought of best thing about Christmas is the pretty or- 

and was for us, even though we are unworthy. family, then he’d wait till his entire family was him will grow more intense as we start naments. They are so pretty and the Christmas 

I suspect that many of us at some time in together. Then he would share Christmas with distributing the gifts which Ma and Pa Santa tree lights up so pretty. And the stockings are 

our life have had to spend a Christmas away them. When I came home for New Year we left the night before because he is not there to big and also filled with candy. Good by. 

  

from our families. Those of us who have shared Christmas together as a family. I don’t receive one. Gradually tears will come to some Candy Carter 

r ber the empti and loneli all too r ber what everyone else received that eyes because he will not be there for the first Category A 

well. The only Christmas I spent away from my Christmas, but the gift I received was that I time in 22 years to celebrate Christmas with Pope John XXIII School 

family was in 1971. knew I was loved. the family. He is my brother, Charles. Charles 

I had been in the Marines only about six It has now been eight Christmasses since 

months and I could get leave for New Year, but my Dad died and every one of them I think 

not for Christmas. I remember when I called about the Christmas of 1971. I think of how 

home that Christmas Day I talked to my loved he made me feel. I think of how im- 

mother first and she told me my Dad wouldn’t portant it is to be with one another as a family 

open up any of his presents. I couldn’t un- and to share with one another as a family. 

   

    
    

  

     
  

HRISTMAS GREETING: 

e LAMPS ° | Eg "387 8733 
e PARTS e city wide delivery floafax wire service 

derstand this because my Dad always enjoyed I would like only two things this Christmas. Repair-Rewire 

Christmas and exchanging gifts as much as a One is that my Dad enjoy Christmas in the We Also Repair Most Floral Design Classes Forming,Call Today For More 

gmoall child. My.Dad was the one who would Kingdom. And two, that I carfspass on to my Small Household Items Information. All major credit cards honored, ‘house 

*sneak around the Christmas tree and shake his three children the sense of being loved and —Closed Monday— charge available MEMBER OF ALLIED FLORIST 

  

«presents and try to figure out what was in needed. 

-them. So, I was sort of in shock that he hadn’t Jack R. Miller, Jr. 

opened his presents yet. After talking to my Adult Category 

mother I started talking to my Dad and I asked Corydon 

ANDY i 
44 E. Troy Ave., Indpls. 

3-6793 
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“Southern Hospitality” 
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' Baker Engineering Co. } Indiana Farmers MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Town and Country FROM: 

1134 N. Tibbs Ave. ( Mutual Insurance Companies 

’ 636-5126 ) Home — Business — Farm — Auto MERRI-HANNA 

sitesi soe 10 W. 106th St. Indianacolis 246-4211 BARBER & BEAUTY       
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¢ TRACK LIGHTING : 3 
« MIRRORS & “The Store of Friendly Sewiee” 3960 So. Meridian 
MED. CABINETS 882-0000 dite ame 960 So. Mi 
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Owner: Dorothy Fromhold 
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Money’s Service Station 
QUALITY PRODUCTS ATA MINIMUM COST 533 East Main Street 

Phone: 852-8206 BROWNSBURG, INDIANA 

  

   

      

  

      
    
      

United Home 
Life Insurance Co. 1000 N. Madison, Suite N Greenwood, indiana 

    
B & H Tool & Machine 

Corporation 
4701 Massachusetts Ave., Indianapolis 
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Gabriel Sales George F. Kirkhoff eeemries Little & Sons 
Betty Bennett, 

i Piping, Plumbing, Heati jacnine ; os 

i eae vine 3 Corporation "'NeConditoning . & Tool Co.,Inc. |“ ay i eae sun 

COLD TYPE COMPOSITION 1202 North tlinois Sekawens sei ae 

1241 North Pennsylvania 
635-8991 708 E. Michigan 631-4725 | Beech Grove 784-7042 | peech ans 786-1476 

     
    

   
        

    

Faulkenberg Printing Co. 
   

BILL CRONIN 

      
       

  

     
   

  

The Florist 

Photo Offset Printing 

2158 N. Talbott, indpls. 

116 West Michigan 

317-926-6009    Bass Photo Company 
308 South New Jersey Street 

Indianapolis, indiana 

632-4545 

F. A. Wilhelm 
Construction Co., Inc. 

3914 Prospect St., Indianapolis 

    

   

  

Flower Shop 
Phone: 923-3633 
38 E. 16th Street 

    

    

   

  

   
Emerson F. Davis 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

“All Forms of Insurance” 
3719S. East St. (Rd. 31) 

787-2251 

        

   
   

   

   

   
   

JACK CHAILLE 
COMPANY 

Carpenter School 
and Passenger Buses 
3610 N. Shadeland Dr. 

545-3008 

      

    

   

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
COUNCIL No. 3228 

1313 S. Post Road    
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FLOWER SHOP 
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. 
‘orld Wide Floral Service 

Lee Supply Corporation ROESINGER Superior Cartage Co. vay Wie Dele 
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omplete Line of Flowers 

Plumbing, teens Air cone Supplies Plumbing Co., Inc. 1225 Bedtord 634-6230 | 5 East Ohio St. 635-8521     

     

3025 Madison Ave. Indianapolis 317-783-4161 “Quality Plumbing at a 415 W. Carmel Drive Carmel, Ind. 317.844-4434 Reasonable Price”         
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Indus Division Fox Optical 

729 Navco Drive Lafayette, Ind. 291-447-6939 To COMPANY, INC. of Carlisle C orp. Co. i ‘. 
842-5850 3525 Massachusetts Ave. 

, 

ie 

546-4858 1815 Madison Avenue 238 S. Meridian St. 

Mitchel & Scott 
639-5281 Indianapolis 632-2448 

Machine Co., Inc RENNER EXPRESS MARSH . ca9.sany |_1350°. Mest 635-9312 GARAGE Grocers 

1841 Ludlow 639-5331 
ee lone Pratt Poster Company | «itt | Supply 

G H H errmann 

(Corner Howard and Belen 401 W. Maryland 

aes 
3001 East 30th Street 924-3201 | 631-9328 632-4075 637-5415 
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1505 S. East Street 632-8488 5141 Madison Avenue 787-7211 
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Sales and Service 

jassachuse! venue 

Koenig & Bauer/ 
547-1301 — 542-0174 406 E. New York Street 

635-7161 Egenolf Machine, Inc. Inter-State Foundry Singleton & Herr Mortuary 
604 E. LeGRANDE AVENUE 787-5301 
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3851 Massachusetts Avenue 

       

    

      

Tolin-Herr & Singleton 
  

    

    

   
     

  

Memorial Chapel 
K. of C. 

546-2427 
1308 Prospect 638-3443 Msgr. James M. Downey Union State Bank Knights of St. Peter sna mgouncil No. 3660 ial —— Claver 4th Degree 

   



  

Who is Santa Claus? 

On Christmas Eve 1980, I served at the 
children’s Mass at St. Mark’s Church. After the 
children brought up all their gifts and com- 
munion was served, bells began to ring in the 
back of the church. It was Santa Claus bringing 
a special message to the children. They were 
all very happy to see him, especially my 
brother, Tony. It was Tony’s second Christmas, 
and he understood who Santa Claus was. He 
knew that Santa Claus usually rings bells when 
he arrives. Now every time we go to church and 
bells ring at communion, Tony asks “Where is 
Santa Claus?” He does not understand why 
Santa Claus can’t come to church every Sun- 
day. 

J Chuck Jones 
Category A 

St. Mark’s School 
Indianapolis 

The Criterion, December 18, 1981 
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Going home for the holidays to see most of the family 
Christmas is a holiday filled with joy, fun 

and eating. This is the time of the year that 
everyone goes back home from college to their 
families. Our family goes home to New Jersey 
for Christmas. Three-fourths of my relatives 
live there and we all get together. Most of us 
that live away usually try to go home. 

But even though some of our relatives can’t 
make it, Christmas is still special. We decorate 
the Christmas tree on Christmas Eve, we make 
cookies, we do the necessary shopping for 
presents, but most of all we are all together. We 
only get to see them one, two, or perhaps three 
times a year. This makes it kind of extra 

  

special. This year will be more fun because 
there are more people in our family now. All 
the marriages and new babies have added up. 
Another plus is my grandmother. She is 81 
years old, energetic and very caring and 
loving. This is my reason for the special joy of 
Christmas. 

Colleen Cassell 
Category C 

Cathedral High School 
Indianapolis 
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Read all about it! 
On a cold December night our king was 

born. Star gazers looked at the heavens for 
predictions about this. Shepherds saw a star, 
and angels were singing in the sky. Three great 
kings brought presents and gifts of gold to 
Jesus. Jesus and the animals gave homes and 
love to each other. So we have carried on the 
tradition by giving presents to our loved ones. 
It’s not just the presents, but the love that 
counts in Christmas. But not all of Jesus’ story 
is joyous, it is sad too. You should get a book 
about Christmas, and try to read it. Try your 
lil : 
— Trevor C. Miller 

Category B 
North Vernon 

When the shepherds came to see Jesus there was joy 

         

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

When the came to see You, Jesus, And did You say, “Come, : 
Did You fill their hearts with joy? Heaven is filled with such”? 
And did You open the eyes 
Of the little blind shepherd boy? Po iersuesnme, 

NV How happy he must have been— Because You loved him, didn’t You? 
\ i Had he ever seen before? Say, Jesus, do you love me? 

TOM \ And did he come up close to You 
AN : Or stay over near the door? ea oa 

i ppl, f Peet How he must have loved You— Help me to serve You always 
, i | Did he tell You about the sheep—? With a heart of love—not fear. 

o> . area ae oa time comes, Jesus, 
AK ee —— me just as he, 
UR =S._) How he must have tiptoed out and meet You smiling in heaven 

VA J Py ps Did You know he was going away? Where I will live Eternally. 
P & Did he tell You he would come again 

ko, isit wi Sr. Ann Patrice McGovren, S.P. A Sig ae And visit with You another day? "Age S1Adult Category 

NF iS And did he tell You, Jesus, Providence Retirement Home 
| bp He wanted so much to stay? New Albany SS L Ws 
Ja if | 1 ~ H } vs: 

ee! | UceNTRAL ee 2: ny =~ 
VOIS 6 INDIA NA RUSHVILLE NATIONAL BANK 

WKS re 202 N. MAIN, RUSHVILLE, IN 46173 — 317-932-2941 
ff MILROY — 317-629-2622 MANILA — 317-663-2377 

oi CA am LABOR 
COU NCi L Christmas Greetings to 

All Our Friends and Customers 

AFL-CIO 
Southeastern Pharmacy       

  

Season’s.Creetinys 

<®) THE ORIGINAL 
Ziegy'S BAR-B-O 

BOB ZIEGLER AND HIS FAMILY WELCOME   

Your Parish Shopping Center 
Prescriptions, Sick Room Needs, Cosmetics, 

Toys, Greeting Cards 

4835 Southeastern, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Phone:356-7971 

Speedway 

Savings & Loan Ass'n. 
1520 Main (Speedway) 244-3321         YOU TO THE ORIGINAL ZIEGY'S 

WITH THE OLD RECIPE 

At 5444 East 21st Street 
(Ritter and 21st Street) 

HOURS 10 30AM to9 30P-M CLOSED SUNDAY 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46218 

Posepk’s 
STOP 11 & MADISON AVENUE 

CRESTON VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER 

| 
| 
! 

| 
| 
| 

NOW THRU JANUARY 15th ! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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MEN’S 
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20% OFF 
ANY NON-SALE ITEM 

(WITH COUPON) 
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°. ° ° ° <i ° * °. 
SO SS Re) 

: “iat d MORROW’S — ouge § 
Indpls., Ind. 

5 56 MONUMENT CIRCLE 
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y & salted nuts, Holiday candies, Fruit cakes, and Gift ¥ 
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No orders too large or too small, for our personalized 

  

E $ service. 4 
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Essayists stretch their imaginations 
A new star burns within humankind 

“We thought—”, the second one tried to 

the winter they traveled, impatient but thankful for a long journey’s end, they them, making forget limbs and explain. 

with the slow camels, wet and cold, Obtained an audience with a cunningly foolisy tune tat ee ; 2 

ifthe star they followed would prove a dream, © king. “Ah,” they said, rubbing their hands Walking the 
cane at them with eyes 

Conjurer’s trick, or the accuracy of their ovm i ly, “we've come to the wrong city. that night they asked: Is this the - ee 

Siar-study and readings. Daylight blew in Another trick. To then. Is there any city of David? Could this be the homne of aking? The third man, renowned as a scholar in his 

“im, incredulity, and shifting sand, Place to stay there?” They set off, wondering i The star lit their way through the unfamiligr torribie 2: Said nothing, but, overcome by a 

their barren as the plateaus they they were on a fool’s errand, bearing gifts for a Streets. They hurried after it, half-running, raat beauty and an overhwieming love that 

Crossed. But when night brought the star king who did not exist. 
» Pulling the whining camels behind “made the whole world and everything in it and 

blazing in the sky, their hopes star appeared again, magically, them. Reaching the door they paused, out of all ‘earning and all his years of study in 

To Jerusalem they journeyed, knowing it inysteriously, and they, near frantic now, breath. Looking at one another they realized significant, felt te his knees before the child. 

the home of Jewish kings and urged their weary camels f . The star led 
. The other two glanced at one another and ther 
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Tense, skeptical, observ t, entered, tinue cae ea wim eee Was rocking a sleeping baby. They stepped 

“Isthis—?” one began 

slowly, carefully, knelt down before the child. 

that would never be extinguished. 
John D. Tarbox 
Adult Category Indianapolis 

Christmas is love 
to me is love. For some people it is receiving gifts, eating, drinki 

There is an old Saying which goes, “T’ll be home for Christmas.” But that’s not always true for some People. For example, my brother is in the U.S. Navy. He’s ona Ship in the Middle 

your whole family for such a long time, it’s hard to let go of one. 
T’m lucky to have such a wonderful family, because others have no family, no one to love but God, and no one who loves them but God. So I try to love them no matter what the cir. cumstances are. 
That’s why Christmas to meis love. 

Carol Duffy 
Category B New Albany 
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Tlike to play Silent Night’ 

It is like this around my house. We all give gifts. But there is 

something else about it. We all sit around before Christmas and pop 

popcorn and we get to pick our gifts and this year I am saving my 

money to buy somebody else a gift. Because they always give me a 

gift. And I love them. But most of all I like playing Silent Night on 

the organ at Christmas. I also like Christmas because it’s a time for 

giving and being thankful for what you got for Christmas. And I like 

being with my family. 
Joel Richard Miller 

Category A 
St. Joseph School 

Corydon 

Give a hundred presents 

If I was Santa Claus, I would give a hundred presents to all the 

honest kids that tell the truth about not opening any presents till 

Christmas morning. 
My dreams of what I will get on Christmas: I wish I can have a 

car and driver’s license and an island all of my very own and a 

hundred story house and two puppies and two kittens and one 

hamster. 
Kathy Bruns 
Category B 

Greensburg 

  

Margaret K. Schroeder, Indianapolis 
Second Place, Category E     
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200 German, Spanish, ttalian, 
Other French 

Unique and Unusual 
Vintages and Sizes!! 

All Price Ranges! 

Albany Liquors 
2511 Albany (Troy)     
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Locked-in memories are released by certain things we do at this time 

Whenever someone cuts an orange or grapefruit, I think of trinkets on the tree. I have hope for people who can set aside the 

Christmas. There is something about that fresh citrus aroma that worries, the bills, and maybe juggle a payment or two to buy a last 

takes me back to other days—reminding me of happy times. We all minute gift. Ihave hope for a world that participates in the friendly 

have locked-in memories ready to be released by a certain act, a pushing 
1 i 

fragrance, a word—a snowflake. It’s as if a door is opened and they I have hope for a universe that attempts a Christmas truce in 

all come tumbling out. 
wartime. 

Naturally, some are sad and we would rather forget—but life is 

a mixture of both sad and happy memories. We should be grateful birth of the Christchild: 

for the good times and bless those around us with cheer. 

The feeling I have on Christmas Eve is like no other time in the 

entire year—that is what makes it so special. Some people may 

think there is too much commercialism, too many gifts, too much 

tinsel, causing us to lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas. 

Not me! I love it—from the Santa with the cotton beard to the Lawrenceburg 

and shoving that no Christmas would be complete without. 

We are not losing sight of the true meaning of Christmas—the 

because His coming is the very cause of 

our miraculous craziness. I am sure He is delighted by our frenzy 

over His birthday. HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS—MERRY 

CHRISTMAS EVERYONE! 
Rita H. Knue 

Adult Category 
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(Sulpician Father Raymond E. Brown, noted 
Scripture scholar, shares his theological insights 
about Christmas in the following interview: ) 

For many people in America today, 
Christmas is the liturgical and emotional high 
point of the religious year. Is this something 
that should be built upox” 

Why not use the Christmas story to preach 
the Gospel? 

How? 

The infancy narratives (those portions of 
the Gospel of Matthew and Luke which relate 
the story of the infancy and childhood of Jesus) 
are so dramatic that people remember them 
while they forget the rest of the Gospel story. 
So why not make Christmas the occasion to 
stress the connection between the infancy 
narratives and the essentials of the Gospel? 

Matthew’s narrative is a rather simple 
story: Before they have lived together Joseph 
is told that Mary is pregnant and he is going to 
divorce her. The angel says, “No, this child 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and he’s going 
to save his people. This is predicted by Isaiah.” 
Then the Magi come from afar to see the 
newborn king and they have to ask Herod 
where the child’s birthplace is—even 
they have the star to guide them. Herod, using 
the same information, tries to kill the child but 
the child is taken off to Egypt. 

It’s a very simple story but has good 
dramatic interest: a wicked king, a per- 
secution, a hair-breadth escape. 

If you look behind the story, you see some of 
the essential motifs of the Gospel. First of all, 
the hero in the whole thing is Joseph, who 
silently but patiently does what God tells him. 
He is the instrument of saving Jesus; thus he 
enables Jesus ultimately to save his people. 
Joseph represents the Jew who is obedient to 
the law and yet finds in Jesus God’s fulfillment 
of the law. 
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Scripture scholar muses 
on the Christmas event 

The story also has the revelation that this is 
God’s Son, the Savior. Then there are the 
reactions of people: the Magi, whom Matthew 
describes as Gentiles, since they come from the 
East and they don’t know the Scriptures. The 
strange thing is that in Matthew the Gentiles, 
who don’t know Scriptures, somehow are more 
open to God’s plan. Yet, Jew that he is, Mat- 

In other words, Matthew’s infancy 
narrative is a passion narrative: The scribes 
are there and Herod is there and they are 
plotting against Jesus. And in the end, God 
takes Jesus away and then later brings him 
back to foil his enemies, 

You can read the same things in the Gospel 
story but the infancy narrative is in succinct 
form. It anticipates the Gospel story. I think 
this is the key to the narrative. Matthew says 
what we say about every great figure: Look, 
the traits which make him significant were 
there even in childhood. 

But won’t it be “baby Jesus” every 
Christmas? 

If I can get people to see the mystery of the 
cross in the attempt to kill Jesus as a child and 
to see the mystery of the resurrection in God 
protecting that child and bringing him back to 
Becompllah his purpose, then that’s not so bad, 
isit? 

Treally have no objection if the priest turns 
to the crib set and says, “Notice how this 
symbol brings up the same things as the rest of 
the Gospel.” By putting the shepherds from 
Luke’s Gospel, who are Jews, with the Gentile 
Magi from Matthew’s Gospel, the crib scene 
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Christmas season with na 
shows and star-studded skies. (NC Photo)   NATIVITY SCULPTURE—Visitors to Rome can view this traditional art work by Francesco da Pietrasanta year-round at St. Mary Major Basilica. But many Roman churches dress up for the 

tivity scenes complete with moving figures, waterfalls, sound and light     

catches the truth that this is a Gospel for Jew 
and Gentile alike. 

Is that why Matthew and Luke wrote in- 
fancy narratives? 

T think so. In other words, how do you 
evaluate Jesus? It’s not enough to begin 
evaluating him with the Baptism. Already 
God’s plan was at work before the Baptism. It 
was at work at the time he was conceived. But 
the narratives are also a bridge with the Old 
Testament. 

How? 

The writers of Matthew and Luke have 
sense that you don’t start the story of J 
without knowing the story of Israel. 
fancy narratives are capsul 
Testament. 

For Luke’s narrative, reat 
Abraham and Sarah where the 
Sarah is going to have a child. Sarah says, 
“How can this be?” And God says, “‘Nothing is 
impossible for God.” It’s roughly what Luke 
says. 

Or take the Old Testament story of baby 
Moses and the stories about Jesus. The Old 
Testament story is simple: the Pharaoh wants 
to control the Jewish population so he says, 
“Let's kill all the Jewish male children.” But 
the mother and sisters hide this one baby. 

In Jesus’ time this story had been built up. 
Moses’ father Amram has a dream in which an 
angel says to him, “Your wife is going to have a 
child and that child is going to save his people.” 
Then the Pharaoh is advised by his wise men, 
“There is a marvelous child going to be born to 
the Jews who will save them and you had better 
kill him.” Because he wants to kill the child, 
not because of the Jewish population, the 
Pharaoh says, “Let's kill all the children up to 
two years of age.” So Amram says, “We had 
better not have this child because he’ll be 
killed.” Then Moses’ sister, Miriam (which is 
the same name as Mary), has a dream and 
says, “No, Amram, because this child is going 
to be spared.” 

This Moses story was being told in Jesus’ 
time and it is the background for the kind of 
story Matthew now tells about Jesus. 

Then what you are saying is that Jesus’ 
birth didn’t happen exactly the way it is 
written? 

Well, it wasn’t that simple. The narratives 
are, after all, a popular way of describing basic 
truth. What they try to say is that right from 
Our Lord’s birth there were already signs of his 

greatness and of his identity as God’s Son and 
Savior. 

Then is it a good idea to have crib sets in the 
home? 

Of course. Crib sets are a continuation of 
what the evangelists began. They began to 
popularize the story of Jesus’ birth in a way 
that caught people’s imagination. We've 
continued in that manner with our crib sets, 
with Amahl and the Night Visitors, and all 
those elaborations. They all dramatize the 
meaning of Christmas. To my mind, perhaps 
our greatest wealth is not sheer history but 
some of our ways of representing history. 

What difference does it make if Jesus had 
brothers and sisters? 

It’s not a New Testament issue; it’s a later 
issue. The New Testament does not present 
Mary as a model for celibate life. She had 
obviously chosen to be married. The virginal 
conception has to do with Jesus; it doesn’t 
really have to do with Mary’s choice of life. It’s 
later on in church tradition that Mary as a 
model of virginal choice comes in. That model 
appears most clearly in the fourth century, 
because then celibacy becomes a formal 
pattern of Christian life. 

In the fourth century you get the monastic 
movement in which ren and women choose to 
give up their lives in the world. It becomes 
their chief form of sanctity. Then Mary the 
virgin-ever-virgin becomes the chief model for 
women. 

What does this do to our image of Mary? 

I maintain that in modern Scripture study 
not only is Mary not downgraded, but if 
anything her real value in the Christian picture 
is strongly emphasized, particularly by Luke. 
She is really the first Christian. She is the first 
one who heard the Word of God regarding 
Jesus and said, “‘Be it done unto me according 
to your word.” 

Would the miracle of God becoming human 
be any less if he had two human parents instead 
of just one? Or should anyone even raise that 
question? 

On the other hand, I don’t underestimate thd 
fact that the virginal conception has been  



marvelous tool to get people to see that Jesus 
was God’s Son from the beginning. 

I also believe from a combination of church 
with the evidence of the New 

Testament that factually Jesus really did not 

have a human father. He was virginally con- 

ceived. The significance of that fact is 

precisely that Jesus is God’s Son. 

Is it possible historically that Jesus had 
brothers and sisters? 

This goes beyond the question of whether 

Jesus was born of a virgin. It involves the 

question: did Mary remain a virgin after the 

birth of Jesus? It is not stated in the Scriptures 

that she did remain a virgin; nor, on the other 

hand, is it clear from the Scriptyres that those 

who are called the ‘‘brothers”’ and “sisters” of 

Jesus were children of Mary. It is from church 

tradition that we learn of Mary’s continued 

virginity, and thus the church has clarified 

something that was not clear from the Scrip- 

tures. Now that doesn’t mean that Matthew or 

Mark knew that these were not biological 

brothers and sisters of Jesus. Matthew, after 

all, was writing perhaps 50 years after Jesus’ 

time. He may never have encountered any of 

Jesus’ family or have had precise knowledge of 

the family relationships. He may have 

assumed that these were biological brothers 

and sisters of Jesus, instead of more distant 

relatives, as we know from church teaching. 

If Joseph isn’t really Jesus’ father, why did 

F Matthew go through the genealogy and end ap 

with Joseph? 

The identity of the mother of a child is more 

obvious than who is the father. In Jewish law, if 

the father takes the child and puts him in his 

lap and says, ““This is my son,” then that’s his 
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son. It’s acknowledgement of the child that 

makes a person the father. That is the whole 

point of the story following the genealogy. It 

says very carefully that Joseph took the child 

and named him Jesus. That is what constitutes 

Joseph the father. 

I think many people would find it easier to 

identify with the Holy Family if Jesus had a 

human father. 

I don’t think either of the evangelists was 

presenting Mary and Joseph as a model for 

family life. I think that is a modern usage. I 

cast seally deal with that from the viewpoint 

of the evangelists. One evangelist, Matthew, 

tells you all about Joseph and nothing about 

Mary, other than that she gave birth to the 

child. The other evangelist, Luke, tells you all 

about Mary and nothing about Joseph. It would 

be extraordinary if either one intended to 

present the family as a model of ordinary life 

between husband and wife. 

In the same way, any suggestion from the 

doctrine of virginal conception that Mary 

would have been defiled if she had natural 

union with her husband is bad doctrine and 

cannot be used. It was never the purpose of 

either evangelist to say that a natural con- 

ception was unworthy. Their message was one 

of total surprise at this creative action of Godin 

the virginal conception which was & unique 

experience. 

Did Jesus know he was God from the 

moment of his birth? Or did he gradually come 

to realize he was God? 

I never say that Jesus gradually came to 

understand he was divine, and yet people think 

that is what scholars are saying. 

Jesus was a Galilean Jew of the first third of 

the first century for whom the term God 

referred to the father in heaven. Jesus’ coming 

changed the meaning of God. We now know 

that God can be both up in heaven and on earth 

at the same time, that God can be both Father 

and Son. 

There is an example in Mark’s Gospel 

where somebody comes up to Jesus and says, 

“Good Master.” And Jesus says, “Why do you 

call me good? Nobody is good but God alone.” 

Now does that mean that he’s saying he isn’t 

God? It all depends on what you mean by God. 

Jesus is obviously not the Father in heaven. 

There was no vocabulary in Judaism to say 

a human being on earth is God. Every term 

that existed—Messiah, Son of God, even God— 

had to be changed in order to meet the reality 

of Jesus. And I think that really is what hap- 

pened in the New Testament. It’s a very in- 

teresting reorientation of language to fit 

reality. That is where Christian theology 

begins: finding an adequate vocabulary to 

convey what the early Christians had seen. 

But even as a child in the Temple, did Jesus 

know he was God? 

I think that the Temple story is the same 

kind of story as the infancy narratives. The 

whole Gospel is only understood if you move 

backwards. The early Christians knew Jesus 

was God’s Son through the resurrection. Then 

they began to ask, was he God’s Son during the 

ministry? Yes, because at the Baptism God 

said, “This is my Son.” Then you move from 

the Baptism to the Temple story, which is the 

first time Jesus speaks. You say, “Well, now 

was Jesus adopted? Did he become the Son of 

God?” The Temple story was originally told to 
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spoke, Jesus is already God's Son. Did he 

become God’s Son then? No. He was conceived 

as God’s Son. Did he become God’s Son then? 

No. He preexisted as God’s Son. Each answer is 

adeeper grasp of truth. 

‘There has been a lot of press attention to two 

recent books debunking Jesus—a British book, 

“The Myth of God Incarnate,” and the book by 

the German editor of Der Spiegel, Rudolph 

Augstein’s “Jesus Son of Man.” How does your 

book, “The Birth of the Messiah,” compare to 

these? 

My book is meant to be a scholarly rejection 

of this debunking tendency. My whole career 

has had the goal of showing people that it is 

possible to be scholarly and orthodox at the 

same time. 
On the question of Jesus as God incarnate 

there are three general approaches. On the 

ultra-conservative side, there is orthodox 

theology combined with a deplorable lack of 

modern biblical scholarship. Fundamentalists 

claim correctly that Jesus is God incarnate but 

defend this by wrongly finding the doctrine on 

almost every page of the New Testament, as if 

there were no i 

derstanding. Liberals often have the 

to recognize a growth, knowing 
ip 

that only slowly did Christians come to un- 

derstand pre-existence and incarnation. But 

then they dismiss such an understanding of 

Jesus as the creation of the church. 

Most of us stand somewhere in between. I 

believe that Jesus truly was the incarnate Son 

of God, even if it took some Christians 50 years 

to recognize that. When the insight came, it 

was not a creation, but a discovery of truth. 

Reprinted with permission from U.S. CATHOLIC, published 

by Claretian Publications, 221 W. Madison St., Chicago, Il. 

growth in Christian un- 

  
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 

PEEBLES 
DAIRY PRODUCTS 
4201 MILLERSVILLE ROAD 

INDIANAPOLIS. IN 4620S 

Phone: 549-3380 OAIRY PRODUCTS 

Continental Lumber Co. 

1136 South Harding, Indianapolis 
3522 East Raymond, Indianapolis 

638-7575 
787-2442   

Christmas Greetings ————— 

Rooms Available for: Business Luncheons, 
Banquets, Private Parties, Sales 

inform people that even from the first time he 

Meetings and Receptions — Up to 175 

Catt: 291-5515 Fists 
1 Mile West of Lafayette Square Easy Acces: s & Plenty 

5515 West 38th Street « indianapolis, Indiana of Free Parking   
  
  

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
New Handcrafted Items 

Top Quality 

Try Us, 

2 ie Used Clothing L_you't Like Us — 

Beginning a Good Selection of Toys 

“The Next Best Thing to Free’’ — 873-3047 

ours: Wed.—10 AM to 3PM; Thurs. & Fri —10 AM to 5 PM; Sat —12 Noon to 5 PM 

%i, KIDDIE 
LOVE 
Children’s 

  
4 Mile North of 116th Street & 421 Intersection   

CALDERON 73,70116/06 mms 
VENDING,INC. 

A COMPLETE VENDING SERVICE 

Coffee—Cold Drinks — Candy — Pastries 

Hot and Cold Food — Cigarettes 

Vending Machines on Profit Sharing Basis 

1330 Madison Ave. Indianapolis, Ind. Phone 634-9445 

  

TELL CITY CHAIR 
COMPANY 

Furniture Craftsmen Since 1865 

Tell City, Indiana 

  

  

  

11994 N. Michigan Road, Zionsville 

    

Season’s Greetings 

Indiana Farmers 

Town and Country 

Mutual Insurance Companies 

Home — Business — Farm — Auto 

10 W. 106th St. 846-4211     
Red Ball Van Services 

1327 Sadlier Drive East 

DIVISION OF 
AMERICAN RED BALL 

TRANSIT COMPANY, INC. 

1335 Sadlier Circle East Dr., Indianapolis, Indiana 

353-9101 

  
  

  

PAINTS 

Featuring A Complete Line Of Carpet And Drapery 

sctions, Just a Few Reasons For Shopping M.A.B. Are: 

Rich Lux Wal-Shield Paint 

Thousands Of Wall-Covering Patterns® 

Inside-Outside — All Around The House* 

Choose From A Complete Line Of Paints* 

Specially Fe lated For Mid-America Cli:       
John W. Flynn 

Insurance Agency 

Inc. 
All Lines of Insurance 

401 Union Federal Bldg. 
Indianapolis       

Calvary Chapel 

Mausoleum 

Peace on Earth— 

Good Will Toward Men 

Catholic Cemeteries 

Association 
435 W. Troy, Indianapolis, IN 46225 

Phone: 784-4439   
  

  
 



  

Page 22 

Christmas cribs got their jf 

The Criterion, December 18, 1961 

start from Francis of Assisi 
by LAWRENCE CUNNINGHAM 

The Christmas crib is a universal feature of 
the celebration of Christ’s nativity. 

In our town, the local Baptist church has 
live animals in its nativity scene, while other 
churches have nativity scenes inside near the 
altar or outside for passersby. Department 
stores have them in their windows and many 
homes have them under their trees. 

What many people do not know is that this 
widely observed custom of Christmas cribs 
was started by St. Francis of Assisi. 

Francis was only three years away from his 
death in the year 1223. He was ill, nearly blind 
and burdened with the affairs of his growing - 
order. He decided to spend Christmas in the 
little Italian town of Greccio. 

True to his love for the poverty of Christ, he 
thought it appropriate to have midnight Mass 
that year in a cave outside the town, 
surrounded by the animals mentioned in the 
gospel account of Christ’s nativity. 

He desired, in short, to create a living 
nativity scene. 

No words I could write could capture the 
simplicity of that scene, so perhaps it would be 
better to simply quote his earliest biographer, 
Thomas of Celano. This Franciscan knew the 
friars who attended that midnight Mass with 
the saint. In describing the first nativity scene, 
Thomas writes: 

“The joyful day came with great happiness. 
The friars came from their different places. 

people prepared with joy, ac- 
cording to their capacity, bringing candles and 
torches to illumine the night that has been the 
light for the world through its star. 

“Finally, the saint of God arrived and saw it 
and was glad. The manger was ready, hay was 
spread and the ox and ass led in. Thus sim- 
plicity was honored, poverty exalted, humility 
praised. 

“Greccio was made a new Bethlehem. The 
night became as day to the joy of men and 
animals. The people were happy at this great 
mystery. The forest echoed with the voices of 
the congregation; the rocks cried out in 
jubilation. The friars sang their debt of praise 
to God and the night echoed with their hymns. 

“The saint of God stood near the manger, 
overwhelmed with love and swelling with 
happiness . . . The gifts of the Almighty were 
distributed there as a holy man in the 
congregation saw a vision. 

“He spied a child lying in the manger and he 
saw the saint go to the manger and rouse it 
from sleep. 

“This vision was a fitting one, for the infant 
Jesus has been forgotten by a number of 
people, but through the merits of St. Francis he 
was brought back from sleep and the scene was 
etched in the memory of many. Finally the 
solemnities of the night were over and 
everyone joyfully returned home.” 

It was from this humble beginning that our 
tradition of the Christmas crib grew. 

© 1981 by NC News Service 

  

  

A PIG NAMED DAVID—Students in St. Pius kindergarten enrichment class pencil, cut, and paint 

  

     
   

their own life-sized crib animals, even a pink pig named David the King. Pretending to be Mary and 

Joseph and the shepherds are (standing left to right): Toni Purichia, Chris Blethen, Kristen Tucker, 

Michael Vollmer and R. J. Kroot. Kneeling to feed the pig is Michael Nevitt. 
  

Every child believes in Santa Claus’ 
The sight of children laughing and playing 

fills my heart. They anticipate Christmas more 
and more with each day that passes. They live 
in a world of fantasy. They live in a world of 
Santa Claus and his little helpers. Then finally 
comes the night that Old St. Nick comes and 
visits. Setting a glass of milk and some cookies 
down for the snow white bearded man, the 
children hurry to bed and sleep peacefully, only 
to find the milk and cookies gone the next 
morning. Excitement fills their hearts. Run- 
ning over to the joyously decorated tree, they 
find themselves in a mountain of gifts. 

Thanking Santa, they open their presents 
finding just what they asked for. Every child 
lives this fantasy and every child outgrows it. A 
child becomes an adult, and an adult lives a 
new life. But if it weren’t for these fantasies, we 
would have a blase world with no color to fill 

our lives as well as our hearts. Every child 
believes in Santa Claus, while deep inside so 
does every adult. 

Harold Garcia 
Category C 

Cathedral High School 

Indianapolis 

  

  

May the Christmas Season Give You 

Cause for Great Joy 

St. Louis School 
Principal — Mr. Dave Record 

17 St. Louis Place (812) 934-3310 
BATESVILLE, IND. 

Sharing the Light of Faith 

St. Vincent De Paul School 
1723S. "I" St., Bedford, Ind. (812) 279-2540 

Principal — Mrs. Sarah McNeil 

St. Charles Elementary School 
2224 E. Third St., Bloomington, Ind. (812) 336-5853 

Principal — Sr. Mary Moeller, S.P. 

May God's Peace & Joy Be With You 

St. Ambrose School 
Principal — Christopher Cameron 

301 S. Chestnut St., Seymour, Ind. (812) 522-3522 

  

  

Christmas Greetings 

Cardinal Ritter High 
School 

Principal — Mr. Frank C. Velikan 
3360 W. 30th Street Indianapolis 

Merry Christmas from the Chatard Trojans 

Chatard 
- High School 

Principal — Mr. Lawrence M. Bowman, M.A., M.S 

5885 N. Crittenden Ave. Indianapolis 

Our Lord Christ 
the King School 
Principal — Sr. Mary Luke Jones, O.S.B. 

5858 Crittenden Avenue 

  
Indianapolis 

  

  

May the Peace, Love and Joy of this 

Holy Season Fill Your Hearts & Homes 

St. Matthew School 
Principal — Sr. Rosemary Eyler, S.P. 

4100 E. 56th Street Indianapolis 

Season’s Greetings 

St. Michael School 
Principal — Sr. M. Dominica Doyle, O.S.F. 

354 High Street Brookville 

Merry Christmas 

Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary School 

Principal: Sr. David Ellen Van Dyke, S.P. 
Teachers: Sr. Kathryn Koressel, Miss Patricia Strange 

415 E. Church Street Brazil 

  

  

  
Blessings of Peace and Joy at Christmas 

and Throughout the New Year 

Academy of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 

Principal — Sr. Jean Marie Cleveland, O.S.F., M.A. 

sSistersof St Francis: <=) 20> seer tt + > Oldenbueg-~     Peace On Earth 

Cathedral 
High School 
Principal — Mr. Don Stock 

5225 E. 56th Street 
seen ve acs tay: ANDIANAPOUS 

542-1481     
Season’s Greetings 

Providence 
High School 

Principal — Mr. Robert Larkin, M.S. 

707.W. Highway 131 Y Clarksville} 
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On the feast of Stephen, 

we are reminded of death 
by PAUL KARNOWSEI 

Christmas is a time of wonderful scents and 
pleasant images: the warm, hearty aroma of 
roasted turkey; the sweet odor of still-warm 
chocolate fudge; the graceful madonnas and 
chubby cherubs who adorn our cards and 
trees; the brightly colored bulbs that 
illuminate the December night. 

But the sights and scents of the season are 
only the surface of the festivity, pointing as 
they do to a celebration of the soul. Mankind’s 
spirit rejoices because God walks among his 
creatures. 

What an odd time of the year, then, to 
celebrate a death. Yet the church does exactly 
that Dec. 26. The aroma of roasted turkey 

* dissipates in the winds of conflict; and the 
image of a graceful madonna is exchanged for 
a brutal picture of a man’s execution. 

The day after Christmas is the feast of St. 

Stephen, the first martyr. Little is known about 
Stephen except what can be gleaned from the 
early chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. 

At first, his appearance in Scripture seems 
only incidental. Stephen is listed as one of the 
seven deacons appointed by the apostles to help 
with the daily distribution of food. 

The appointment of the deacons was made 
in response to a complaint by one faction of the 
early church in Jerusalem. This group 
protested that their widows were being 
neglected. The apostles turned to seven men 
“of good reputation . . . full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom” to help alleviate the problem. 

The text does not say how old Stephen was at 

the time of the it, where he was 
born, or what he did for a living. 

But one thing is certain. Stephen did not 
confine himself to the assigned task of food 
distribution for long. 

Several short verses later in Scripture, he is 
found preaching the Gospel, working ‘great 
miracles and signs among the people.” Ap- 
parently Stephen was a gifted orator—gifted 
enough to unsettle some people. 

Called before the elders in Jerusalem, he is 
questioned about his teaching. False witnesses 
had testified that Stephen was preaching the 
destruction of the temple by Jesus, that he was 
making blasphemous statements against 
Moses and God. The high priest asks, “Is this 
so?” 

Stephen responds eloquently. He proceeds 
to along speech recounting the entire history of 
Israel. Along the way he emphasizes the 
rejection of Moses and the persecution of the 
prophets by stubborn people. 

Finally, turning to his accusers, Stephen 
calls them ‘‘stiff-necked people.” Just as 
prophets of old were persecuted, he declared, 
in their own times Jesus, the Righteous One, 
had been betrayed. 

In a mad rush of indignation, Stephen is 
seized, taken out of the city and stoned to death. 

It’s an ugly scene in the midst of a festive 
season. But lest it be thought that Dec. 26 was 
chosen as the day for the feast of Stephen by 
some dour-faced, medieval Scrooge it should 
be noted that no one knows for certain why the 

More than likely, Dec. 26 was chosen 
because of a close association between Stephen 
and Jesus. Not only is Stephen the first to die 
for his faith, but his story resembles that of 
Jesus. 

Both Jesus and Stephen are accused of 
blasphemy, both condemned, and both forgive 
their persecutors as they die. Consequently, 
Stephen was given a place of honor in the 

calendar. 
Regardless of the speculation, the feast of 

St. Stephen serves as a reminder of the death 
and suffering that await the infant king of 
Bethlehem. But the joy of Christmas is not 
diminished by a sober reminder of death. 

The joy of Christmas knows that death will 
be overcome. 

© 1981 by NC News Service 

  

      

  

-——Christmas Opens Our Eyes—— 

to the Wonders of the World 
    

Metity Christmas 
& Happy New Year 

from the 

Couth Deanery Cathodic Schools 
  

  

Central Catholic School — Mr. Mike Amuhein (principal) 

Holy Name Catholic School — Miss Judy Livingston (principal) 
Nativity Catholic School — Mh. Lois Wetlhammer (principal) 

= Me. Barbara Shuey (principal) 

Roncalli Catholic School — Mr. Bernard Dever, M.S. (principal) 
St. Ann Catholic School — Sr. Regina Verdeyen, SP. (principal) 
St. Barnabas Catholic School — Mrs. Linda Seal (principal) 
St. Jude Catholic School — Sr. James Michael Kestorson, &.P. (principal) 
St. Mark Catholic School — Mts. Annette Lontg (principal) 
St. Roch Catholic School — Miss Sherry Meyer (principal) 

Our Lady of the Greenwood 

Catholic School 
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St. John’s nativity 

scene attracts 

scores of visitors 
When visitors, especially little tots, visit St. John’s Church in 

Downtown Indianapolis at Christmastime, they are quickly drawn 
to the impressive Nativity Scene. 

The scene stands on a platform four feet above the floor in front 
of the church’s Virgin Mary altar. It is 11 feet wide, nine feet deep 
and 18 feet high. 

Beautifully detailed figures averaging two and one half feet 
include Mary, Joseph, shepherds, wise men and animals, as well as 
the Christ Child. Set amid a straw-laden stable, they stand against 
a backdrop of intricately painted and lighted stage flats depicting 
Bethelehem, with the star shining overhead. 

The scene is a sharp reminder to shoppers who stop in for Mass 
or a prayer of the deepest meaning of the holiday. 

But what isn’t visible to those who gaze at the crib is the long 
history and community wide effort involved in its presence in the 
church. 

Tt was back in depression times—December, 1935—when the set 
was first installed by the Indianapolis Theatrical Company, which 
had constructed it of stage flats with concealed lighting. Cost: a 
not-insignificant $325 for those economic hard times. 

Each year after that, stage hands from the nearby Majestic 
Theater, located at Illinois and Maryland streets, took on the 
responsibility for erecting the entire platform and crib set and 
storing it at the end of the Christmas season. When the theater 
closed, these duties were assumed by St. John custodian Charles 
Whitsett, until he retired three years ago. 

Now, Father William Stineman, present pastor at St. John’s, 
recruits asistance each year from male members of the church’s 
choir to erect the huge platform. When the platform is up, students 
from Marian College drama department come over from their 
north side campus and put up the scenery. Drama instructor David 
Edgecombe guides them, using it as an opportunity to instruct the 
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IN READINESS—Michael Crouse (onstage) receives the figure of 
a shepherd from parishioners Wallace Brining and Bud Koers, a 
member of St. John’s choir, as pastor Father William Stineman 

(at left) watches them prepare St. John’s annual Christmas 
nativity scene. (Photo by Valerie Dillon) 

  

students in making stage sets and creating realistic effects with 
paint and lighting. 

The final step comes when the 11 heavy plaster statues are 
brought up from the parish basement and set in place on the stage. 
Parishioner Tom Lepper directs this job, being sure that the Christ 
Child isn’t put into the crib until Christmas Midnight Mass, and the 
Magi do not appear until the Feast of the Epiphany. The Wise Men 
symbolize the coming of non-Jewish believers from distant lands to 

do homage to the newborn King. 
“The scene, with shepherds, animals and astrologers 

surrounding the Holy Family, reminds us each year of the events 
surrounding the birth of the Christ Child in Bethlehem 1900 years 
ago,” explains Father Stineman. For many in the Indianapolis 
area, their annual visit to the crib scene is not only a reminder but 
one of the most peaceful and pleasant rituals of the Christmas 
holiday. 

  

(New 

Alsace) St. Paul School 
Kindergarten through Grade 6 

Principal — Sr. Mary Sharon Raben, O.S.F 
R.R. 1, Box 237 Guilford 
  

  

May the Peace of the Christ Child be with You 

Today and Throughout the Coming Year 

St. Andrew School 
Principal — Mrs. Kathleen Booher and Faculty 

4050 E. 38th St. Indianapolis 545-3316 
  

  

Glory to God on High 

St. Mary School 
Grades 1 through 6 

Principal — Mr. Glenn Tebbe 

210 S. East Street Greensburg 

  

  

St. Francis de Sales 
School 

Grades1 — 4 
Kindergarten and Nursery 

Rev. Charles A. Lahey 
2167 Avondale Place Indianapolis 

St. Rita School 
1850 Arsenal Avenue, Indianapolis 

“Education for Life” 

Principal — Sr. Linda Bates 

636-8580     

Season’s Greetings 

St. Joseph School 
Principal — Mrs. Antoinette Schwering 

127 E. Broadway Shelbyville 
  

Cardinal Ritter High School 
Mr. Frank Velikan, principal 

All Saints Catholic Schools 
Mrs. Kathleen Tichenor, principal 

Holy Angels Model School 
Sr. Marion Weinsapfel, CSJ, principal 

St. Christopher School 
Mr. Ross Myers, principal 

St. Gabriel School 
Sr. Timothy Kavanaugh, OSF, principal 

St. Michael School 
Sr. M. Catherine Eschenbach, OSF, principal 

St. Monica School 
Ms. Jeannine Duncan, principal         

RESALE RSAC LEAS MELE, E REGRESS LAR Ee AO BED, Pah ee Deere ee eyed 

May the Coming of the Christ Child 
Fill Your Hearts 

With Peace and Love ..     
  

 



  

  

The Criterion, December 18, 1961 

In the midst of a depression, one 
child remembers a magical time 

by MARY ROSE BIRCHLER 

One Christmas was engraved on my heart forever. The country 
was in the midst of the big depression but my parents helped our 
spirits soar. It was the first Christmas I remember. There were few 
toys but it was one of the best Christmasses I ever had. We were a 
family of four children; my two older sisters, my baby sister, and 
me. 

The Christmas of '32 I became the three year old mother of a 
beautiful soft rubber baby. She didn’t drink or wet; she didn't have 
to do anything but be there. I loved her and she loved me. That was 
enough. She had a rosebud mouth, two pearly-white teeth and 
chubby dimpled knees. She was a symbol of meager times but a 
great symbol of love. 

When I received my Sarah Sue, she came to me wearing only a 
blue flannel diaper and wrapped in a little blue blanket. Suddenly 
the package in front of me burst open with a complete wardrobe— 
pajamas, dresses, a coat, a hat, everything! Sarah Sue could go 
anywhere! I was too young to understand why Frances sat 
giggling, kid curlers tossing, as I tried to figure out how my doll got 
a coat made of the same material as Dorothy’s new green jumper. 
Guess she knew Momma had been busy sewing. 

Tran across the cold floor to _permint canes, French cremes, 
take the stocking down that I bonbons, and chocolate drops in 
had hung the night before. little cardboard boxes 
There were nuts, fruit, and my decorated with Santas, angels 
second toy—a grey windup andwinter scenes. 
elephant complete with pink 
tongue. Daddy wound him up 
and he walked, trunk moving. I 
thought it the most marvelous 
toy ever imaginable. And we 
received ribbon candy, pep- 

WE THREE sisters busied 

ourselves seeing what each 
other had received. We all had 
new babies and wind-up toys, a 
Scottie dog, a monkey, and a 

  

St. Mary’s Child Center, Inc. 
Testing for children of all ages with learning, 

emotional and behavior problems. 
Remedial programs. 

311 N. New Jersey Street 635-1491 
  

  

Scecina Memorial 
High School 

5000 Nowland Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 
(5000 East — 1500 North) — 356-6377 
  

  

Brebeuf Preparatory School 
A Distinctive Learning Experience 

for Young Men and Women of All Faiths 
2801 W. 86th Street 291-7050 
  

  

Rejoice! Emmanuel Comes 

St. Lawrence School 
Principal — Mr. David Dunne 

6950 E. 46th Street 542-1079 

  

  

Holy and Happy Christmas Greetings 

St. Luke 
School 

Principal — Mrs. Richard Wellman 

7650 N. Illinois St. Indianapolis     

new stuffed toy and pink bunny 
blanket for little sister, Rita. 

watered. Dad was a master at 
putting lights on the tree. While 
he was doing that, Mother was 

Christmas 

should be lived 
Christmas should be lived. It 

should be lived in our hearts 
and our minds. It shouldn’t be a 
routine we go through once a 
year or something we do 
because everyone else is. We 
should be happy, caring and 
most of all loving. We should 
Tejoice at the chance to 
celebrate and to give the love 

our love. The Christmas season 
is one of the few times everyone 
can show their feelings and love 
for others, without feeling out of 
place. At least that’s the way I 
feel. Christmas should be done 
by everyone, at top rate, in all 
its and awe and glory. 
Christmas is living. 

Daniel Maude 
Category C 

Cathedral High School 
  

it this time,” (but it was an 
accident). Aunt Carrie reached 

mother, “It’s all right, 
Catherine, Mary didn’t get 

j 
Galilee to Bethlehem in 
Southern Judea, to the 
homeland of their fathers to be 
taxed by rule of Caesar 
Augustus. 

“Joseph walked by Mary’s 
side as she rode a donkey on a 
rough and narrow road. By the 
time they reached Bethlehem 
there was no room in the inn so 
they sought shelter in a stable. 
It was there that Mary gave 

birth to a son and he was called 
Jesus. They wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him 
ina manger. 

“A great light filled the sky 
and the message was sent 
across the heavens, ‘Behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great 

joy, for unto you, on this day, in 
the city of David, is born a 
savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” 

It may have been my 
imagination but the dying 
embers seemed to burn 
brighter as the story was retold. 

  

  

Our 79th Year 

Training... .Plus Prestige 
In planning a business career, young people should pre- 

pare themselves by attending a strong, dependable school 
that will give them the training they need—plus the advan- 
tage of the prestige of the school, which is so essential in 
Making the right contacts for positions. é 

Approved diploma and certificate courses preparing for 
Careers in secretarial, bookkeeping, accounting, finance and 
~business management positions. 

TEN CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 
Anderson, Columbus, Kokomo, Lafayette, 
Marion, Muncie, Richmond, Terre Haute, 
Vincennes and (Central) Indianapolis 

Classes. Come in ioe or phone 

317-634-8337 
CENTRAL BUSINESS COLLEGE 

ina Business College of Indianapolis 

802 N. Meridian Street C. T. Butz (CPA), Pres. 
Indianapolis aceorg M. L. Skaggs, Prin. 

  

  

  

Park Tudor School 

7200 North College Avenue 251-1405 

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU FIND 

* A co-educational day school for students from four- 
year-old kindergarten through grade twelve, 
A student/faculty ratio of 8.1 to 1, 
er class size in the high school classes of 
12.9; 

A strong academic program of studies designed to 
prepare each student for the challenges of college, 
An extensive elecjive program, 
A full program in the visual and performing arts, 
A complete athletic program for boys and girls, 

ALL ON ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAMPUSES 
IN THE COUNTRY?         

  

 



  

Page 2% The Criterion, December 18, 1981 

Love in the family is enough Christmas for alittle girl who remembers 
As Christmas came near, two little girls waited anxiously for the 

ailman to come to their home in Miami. 

They were a poor family. Their father worked days and their 
\other worked nights. 

Everyday they waited for the mailman to bring a package but 
did not bring what they were looking for—Christmas presents 

om their relatives in Kentucky. 
The two little girls Lhought they weren’t going to get anything for 

hristmas. 

Later in that afternoon their next door neighbor came over and 
ave them a big and lovely Christmas tree. On the tree were some 
eautiful flowers. The flowers were big and looked very nice on the 

tree. 
The afternoon on Christmas Eve, Patty and her sister Marty 

vent next door. Their mother and father had five dollars so while 
1e girls were next door their mother and father went to a dime 
ore. They bought the giris all they could. They bought them some 
ttle match dolls and candy and tiny other things to play with. 

On Christmas morning the girls opened all their presents. They 
‘re so happy you almost have never seen anybody so happy 
fore in your life. 

A couple of days after Christmas the presents from Kentucky 
finally showed up. They were sitting in the driveway. Patty and 
Marty sat in the driveway beside the presents and opened them 
_—— Patty and Marty threw the wrapping paper 
ev ; 

Most of the things they got were like table and chairs, baby dolls 
eS ee dresses and much more. 

Patty and Marty thought it was the best Christmas they ever 
had. 

Even though my mom, Patty, and my aunt, Marty, only had a 
little bit on Christmas day my mom and aunt knew only the love 
counted. 

They also knew their parents really had to work very, very hard 
to keep their family together and they did. 

I know today my mom and aunt like presents but more than ever 
they love all the love that is in the family and the love that is still 
growing. 

Love in the family is enough for my mom and aunt Marty. 
Ann Bell 

Category B 
Christ the King School 

Indianapolis 

Citizens Gas announces a 

Citizens Gas now offers a Special Service for Senior Citizens to protect against 
unnecessary disconnection of service. If you are a Citizens Gas customer, 62 years or 

older, and are enrolled in the plan, Citizens Gas will make a special effort to telephone 
you if our records show that there are problems with your gas account. This special 
service may prevent you from having your gas service shut off due to an oversight, 

misplaced gas bill or financial hardship. 

There will be a Special Senior Citizens Plan bill enclosure with your November gas 
bill. To enroll, fill out the form, include your telephone number and mail the card to us. 
We will enroll you in this special plan. 

If you have any questions about the Special Service for Senior Citizens, or any 
Citizens Gas payment or protection plan, just call 924-3311 and one of our customer 
relations representatives will be happy to provide the information you need, because we - 

want to serve you better. 

Gta 

For you this night was made’ 
Softly rest, child of my love, 
It is close on the middle night. 
Dark and still the ancient sky 
With just the stars’ long traveled light. 

Child, for you this night was made, 
For you whose eyes still know not sight. 
For all unborn God hallowed birth 
Since He Himself is born tonight. 

Ann Seidel Armstrong 
Adult Category 

Bedford 

A warm glow starts deep in the heart 
When I think about Christmas time approaching, I get a warm 

glow that starts deep in my heart and spreads each passing day. 
This is my favorite time of year because the whole world seems 
happy. Everywhere you look you see people smiling and saying, 
“Merry Christmas.” Even strangers are nicer during this season. 

The old habit of taking is replaced by the spirit of giving and 
good will toward others. When you stop thinking about yourself and 
start thinking about others you feel a lot better. 

It is a time of peace. When you're happy inside, it’s hard tu be 
angry about things that would normally make you mad. Last 
week’s problems seem smaller this week, and easier to solve. So 
you have a feeling of peace inside you. 

When I think of the spirit of giving, sharing, peace and good will, 
I always think of Jesus. He is the perfect example of these ideals. 
Because God loved us, He shared His greatest gift, His only Son, 
with us. So during the time of Jesus’ birth, I always remember why 
He was sent, and I get a warm glow that starts deep in my heart. 

Chris McCain 
Category B 

New Albany 

What great things you do for me! 
Christmas is a time for giving and receiving, having faith in God 

and y 
Helping out for all mankind in hopes that people will not be 

blind. 
Christ our savior has been born so sins may be forgiven forever 

more. 
He taught us to be kind and sweet to all the people that we meet. 
Now around this time of year the spirit of Jesus will appear. 
Inour hearts and in our souls so all the people will be bold. 
On Christmas night when stars are bright remember that Jesus 

is our guiding light. 
So let us praise him day to day so he will help us in our ways. 
Almighty Father let me see what great things you have done for 

me. 
Cindy Schutte 

Category B 
Qagood 

  

DRIVER EDUCATION 

Classes now forming 

A Indiana Driving School 
“Professional Schools 

do the job better” 

Glendale 255-5933   
 



   

  

   

  

Christy was a girl who just loved Christmas. She was six years Old, obedient, and believed in Santa Claus. She dreams every day, starting Dec. 1st, till Christmas. This is her adventure. 
“Twenty-five days to Christmas. Wow! Boy, I can’t wait! I wonder what I'll get from Santa Claus? Anyway, as I get sumpthin’ 

T’ll be glad.” 

Looking forward to Grandma’s 
When I was y er, Christmas meant getting gifts and candy at home, That was always un bat {always lnked foeandoceacy to Grandma's house. She had to have been my favorite person in 

the whole world. She was the only person I would make a gift for. I couldn't afford to buy her a gift so I would make unusual 

    

    
    

      

   
      

   

   

    

Mike Day 
Category C 

Cathedral High School 

    

   
  

   French Lick 

BROWNIES CENTRAL SERVICE 
ol. Harry L. Brown 

Box 471, French Lick, indiana 

Batesville 

Bruns-Gutzwiller, Inc. 
General Contractors 

   

   
    
      

   305 S. John St.   
  

  

    
   

BATESVILLE 934-2105 

Shelbyville 

HUB SHOES, INC. 
“Shoes For All The Family” = 

Harrison at Jackson 
392-3611 

   
        

  

KIEFER’S FURNITURE HOME 
“Where You Can Buy Quality Furniture” 

* Berne ¢ Serta * Hammary © Stanley ® Jasper * Tell City © Flexsteel © Dixie © Sumter © kK 

33 W. Broadway 

   
‘ing Hickory ® Pontiac 

and Many, Many More      
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Through her adventure Christy learns the meaning of Christmas 
Nearby an was watching.. 
a cit Tle Os Gates tn sau. Cis 

"eee Cat Fees ae beable So the angel put a . , sun the Nativity sone. She wes 10 hey jose ne a Tae 
‘ She tiptoed to , and said ‘ manger?” 

“That is Jesus Christ the Messiah. He will save the world from sin and evil.” 
Christy woke up. She now knew what Christmas was all about. She felt happier than ever before, about Christmas. And the angel was pleased. 

Geraldine Abellads 
Category B 

A time to give out presents 
Christmas means that it is a time to give out presents. To have a Get together. And go to church on Christmas night. We go to church because of Jesus who was born on that night. We go Christmas caroling. We go to nursing homes to sing. We light up our Christmas trees. And on our get togethers we see our relatives. Then while we are asleep, Santa Claus comes with all of the toys you want. 
In the morning your mother hands out the presents that belong to you. It might be something you did not ask for. It may be a night 

gown or a toy you are not expecting. Like a you did I y00 aay op ong ee eat mould you do? On Christmas night if you up long enough and you might Santa Claus. Dat when Cries tener nese ete ee Sea Cla nice. He died for us. Jesus was so kind, generous. He cared for short 
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More than giving and getting 
I think Christmas is more than just giving presents and getting 

presents from Santa and family. Our whole family looks forward 
to—not the coming of Jesus—but for Christmas. Which to them is 

roampiia igen etaptely hi a 
the true of Christmas. And that’s what Christmas meaning 

Category B 
All Saints School 

Columbus 

I f t ° ille 

Fogleman Funeral Homes 
Guy Fogleman 

MARTINSVILLE 

  

216E. Pike Street 

Tell City 

WM. TELL WOODCRAFTERS, Inc. 
TELL CITY, IND. 

ZOERCHER AGENCY, INC. 
INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE 

Ralph Reed—George Wanhainen— Bill Coffinet 

342-3348 
  

  

  

  

  

. On Christmas when Jesus was born bright 

coins. He is love. 
Sarah Schutte 

Category A Osgood 

Scottsburg 

MARTIN INSURANCE AGENCY 
BOB MARTIN — FRED BROOT 

MARTIN — TOM MARLEY 
59 E. Wardell St. SCOTTSBURG, IND. 752-2581 

New Palestine 

HENDRYX MORTUARIES 
CUMBERLAND — 894-7421 NEW PALESTINE— 861-4349 
      

  

  

723 Main St. TELL CITY, IN 47586 547-3454 

Season’s Greetings 

WERNER MOTOR COMPANY 
“Indiana's Oldest FORD Dealer” 

(Mercury) TELL CITY, IND. (Lincoln) 

Jeffersonville 
COUNTY DRUGS 

— Delivery Service— 
1418 Gateway Plaza JEFFERSONVILLE, IND. 283-6654 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
JOHN F. KENNEDY COUNCIL No. 1348 221 E. Market St. JEFFERSONVILLE, IND. 203-3134 
  

James R. Heuser Hardware Co. 
523 Spring St. JEFFERSONVILLE, IND. 283-8144 

teensy NACHAND BEVERAGE CO. 
  

    

  

  

feeece 
315 E. 10th St. 282-6219 Jeffersonville 

Se 
. 

Lizton 
E. M. COOTS’ SONS ree) nsburg STATE BANK OF LIZTON | _. eo PAVY STOCK YARDS tizton, Pittsboro and Brownsburg, indiana 22-1356 pier 
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‘Old family rituals’ require 

better memories each year 
by DAVID GIBSON 

Because of an old family ritual, our 
household gathers at the top of the stairs on 
Christmas morning. We line up—oldest first, 

downstairs in that 

Among our relatives, this Christmas ritual 
is variously regarded as charming, quaint, 

days on end before the holiday: “Why do I have 
to be the last one in line?” “Why do we have to 
do it that way?” 

None of us knows where the ritual came 
from. But it has the force of custom. 

The first guideline for Christmas at our 
house, then, is simple: Keep some old family 
customs—even those, like this one, that mean 
parents have to get up as early as the kids do. 

At our house, the oid ritual means that, 

family room, my eyes focused on 
the wooden artist's table intended for my 7- 
year-old budding artist. 

Atop the artist’s table was a medium-sized 
stuffed dog with large floppy ears and a red 
tongue. Next to the dog were some games— 
Tiddly Winks was one. Then there was the 
peeeinh eee arene ee 

Intermittently things 
like, “Did you notice this very interesting table 
over here?” Or, “‘Isn’t this table something!” 

But she kept playing with the stuffed 
animals, the dot-to-dot book, the modeling clay 
and her sister's new plastic tea set. 

It was Christmas night before our daughter 
took a serious look at her table. It was June 
before she used it in earnest. 

Well, you may be thinking: ‘Parents never 
learn.” And you're nearly right. But after the 
artist’s table, these two guidelines were for- 
mulated: 

1. Don’t be surprised if the most expensive 
gifts are not the gifts most highly valued on 
Christmas. 

2. Remember, especially for little children, 

  

Happy Holidays 
from American Fletcher. 

Throughout the Holiday Season 
American Fletcher Bank Machines will be 

open to serve you day and night, 
all around town. 

AMERICAN FLETCHER 
NATIONAL BANK 

AFNB 
Member FDIC « 6 

RACGT .g Sob HA tab gered,   

"FAMILY FUN—A familly gets together around one of their new Christmas games. In David Gibson’s 
view, a new game is one way of bringing his family together at Christmas and therefore, games 
always are included on the family shopping list. (NC Photo by Mimi Forsythe) 
  

it’s the little things that mean a lot that day. 

NOW LET’S GET back to the Tiddly Winks 
that were among the toys on the artist’s table. 
Remember? 

‘You may find it strange that parents in their 

or two—playing Tiddly 
But it’s curprising how much challenge Tiddly 
Winks pose for parents more than 20 years out 
of practice. 

On Christmas, we set up a card table for 
games in our living room. It remains there 
about a week. For, as much as anything, the 
games of the holidays get us together as a 
family. 

Now, clothes can make fine gifts—and 
perhaps necessary ones. But new clothes alone 
won't give you much to do on Christmas. At our 
house, the games of Christmas are taken so 
seriously they are the focus of another 

was actually able to shoot some Tiddly Winks 
into the cup. But not enough to win against my 
4-year-old who kept shooting them in, — 
after the other. 

HERE’S ANOTHER suggestion for 
Christmas: ‘‘Remember, this isn’t 

I’m talking now about those wonderful 
Christmas dinners that have a way of keeping 
the cook in the kitchen all day long. At our 
house we believe Christmas should be a day to 
simplify cooking. 

Rest assured, no one goes away hungry 
from our house on Christmas. But the fare is 
simple. No gourmet dishes that take hours to 
prepare. It takes too much time away from the 

We have a Christmas guideline for opening 
gifts: Don’t open the gifts too fast. 

Actually, we open gifts slowly, distributing 
them so that only one gift is being opened at 
any moment. This allows time to see 
everything closely. It also helps children to 
appreciate the giver as much as the gift. 

My children have two Uncle Jims who live 
far away. If gifts are opened too rapidly, the 
children don’t know which Uncle Jim is which. 
That really isthe point, after all. 

This way of opening gifts was laid down in 
my family many years ago by my father. It is 
part of his legacy to us during the holidays. 

Christmas for our family begins in earnest 
before dinner on Christmas Eve. That’s when 

. The 
supposed to bring a bell to ring at various 
points during the Mass and it’s wonderful for 
them to get to do this. 

Except that we never remember the bells. 
Each year we arrive in church on Christmas 
Eve only to remember them—amazed that we 
could have forgotten again. 

So last year, after forgetting the children’s 
bells the sixth year in a row, we decided it was 
time for one more Christmas guideline. It will 
probably be most effective if we manage to 
remember to tape it to the refrigerator door 
ee It goes like 

Faia iebinae te: 
© 1981 by NC News Service 

  

‘Jesus, I need to thank You’ 
In the past five years, our family has grown 

from one child, to four children, with another 

Right now I am facing the task of sewing 
clothing, knitting hats, making stuffed toys, 
baking cookies, making candy, and doing the 
holiday decorating. Now, the major problem is 
getting all this accomplished and finding time 
for Jesus. 

It’s hard to admit, but I really am a lot like 
Martha in the Bible. I sometimes miss time 
with Jesus, busying myself with household 
tasks. Since Advent is a time of preparing 
oneself to receive our Lord, I need time to talk 
to Him. Jesus, now is a very good time. 

Jesus, I need to thank You for so many 
Caines were sod a I start? Thank you, Lord, __, Danville 

Let ae Siw 

for being my hiding place in a very troubled 
world. When my days are filled with sick 
children, mountains of laundry, and dirty 
dishes, thank you for giving me the en- 
couragement to start a new day with hope. On 
days when friends fail me and the sun refuses 
to shine in my heart, thank you for sharing my 
burdens and understanding my disap- 
pointments. Most of all I thank you for friends, 
and family to support me along life’s way. As I 
ready our home for the celebration of your 
birth, Lord, I want you to know that although 
there was no room in the Inn for you, there will 
always be room for You in my heart. Happy 
Birthday, Jesus. 

With love, 
Mrs. Barbara Tuttle 

Adult Category 
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A German Christmas is alive and well in Milwaukee 
by GREGG HOFFMANN singing in the German language. of the customs.” 

Some German Advent customs also retain The visit from St. Nicholas is a strong Dozens of people, many of them speaking as their force in parts of Milwaukee. tradition of the German people. Nicholas, a much German as English, make their way to The children of St. Philip Neri School on the fourth-century bishop of Myra in Asia Minor, the special German-language Mass at St. northwest side of Milwaukee, for example, still was a gift bringer. Michael's Parish in Milwaukee on Christmas. receive visits from St. Nicholas on Dec. 6. “Our pastor, Father Nicholas Goebel, When one thinks of American cities with a “We have tried to retain many of the dresses up like St. Nicholas and visits all the distinctive German heritage, Milwaukee is customs and the children seem to really enijoy classrooms. The children love it,” said Sister among the first to come to mind. 
Customarily, the Christmas season begins 

there with the lighting of the city’s official 
Christmas tree. Even then people expect to see 
some German folk dancing and to hear a bit of 

them,” said Sister Suzanne Zinda, principal at Zinda. 
St. Philip Neri. In 

“The sisters here are from the Schoenstatt 
Sisters of Mary, which has its roots in Ger- 
many. So it only seems natural to retain some 

was a family project. 

“We keep an Advent Wreath,” said Helen 
Pelzer, who came from Germany to Milwaukee 
22 years ago. “Our children are grown now, 

Mrs. Pelzer, along with many other people 
of German backgrounds, attends the special 

Mass at St. Michael's on 

z 

and adapted the customs of decorating the tree 
to Christian life. 

Of course, the Christmas tree has become 
universal, but many Germans’ still follow the 
tradition of putting their tree up only on 
Christmas Eve. 

“That is the German custom: never before 
Christmas i 
Dingbaum of the Schoennstatt Sisters Center. 
“Then, the tree is put up and decorated, and the 
Christ child is placed in the crib of the manger 
scene. 

“Carols are sung during the ceremony of 
placing the child in the crib. Singing is a big 
part of a truly German Christmas.” 

At the Schoenstatt Center, the sisters also 
follow the tradition of having the Blessed 
Mother visit each room of a home. 

“A statue of the Blessed Mother is put in a 
different room each day before Christmas,” 
Sister Dingbaum said. “In Germany, this is 
done in each room of private homes.” 

  

their limbs. Midwest seems to be a little more tradition As legend. has it, St. Boniface, who was oriented than some other parts of the country, working among the Hessians, converted those and you can see that in Milwaukee.” pagans to Christianity in the eighth century © 1861 by NC News Service 
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St. Mary School in 
Rushville Proudly 
transports its 
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Siwaee)  COMeS to popularity? * sting by TOM LENNON about yourself most of the time. 
    

   

  

Question: I lots of friends and be very popular, but quate. 2% i snd 
3 I'd like to ha 

‘ i ikely to right now my life is a daa What’s cone eo a sag comes to popularity? 3 Another bit of advice thaf ire pea ar aap vw, bat may seem odd to you comes 

° 
° danv® Popularity don’t focus on popularity. If you do, you'run 

Make Christmas extra special from a 22-year old friend of 
racer of being insincere, or flattering people ina phoney way ie mine, Terry. A Gain friends, 

Beemer (Photo by Valeric See. Dillon) 
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by preparing unusual foods ce ar ae Te ey Nee target. ile may be corny, but a sincere, warm smile delights ts had plenty of friends. Then in 

by JENNIFER PETRONE 
hearts and souls will be fit target. 
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Mlustrated by VIRGINIA POWELL 

  

resting places for Jesus. We will Merry Christmas, readers! Iam Care-all i back to talk be worthy to receive him in the 
Pleasantness sounds corny 

moved, and I switched to a 

Christmas 
bers, runny cue gualey talk easily with possible new diff : 

to you for the last time (at least for this year!). December 25, ‘Eucharist and worthy to meet in others, surely they will enjoy friends. 
i Day. is finally upon us and Thave just afew things left him when he comes again, __itinyou. S In examining your per- periment 1 set about making 

talk with you about: Chri and caring. I hope through these Christmas is finally here! ‘A giving spirit’ may sound friends 

past weeks of Advent I have helped you to learn more about May you-enjoy it as much as I like a tired, trite phrase, but it’s 
Christmas and prepare for it. If this has been 

lendship. 

    

    

    

     

        

    

   
     

the case, I’m sure you do, and may Jesus’ peace, love essential to fri 
qualify for being a care-all, too, and I know you'll have a lovely and joy fill your heart in a very         
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filled with Jesus’ joy and love. 
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Eagle Ki the Eucharist. A certain type of 

    
       

      
    

  

   
  

      

  

    

  

unning over to the joy- of fantasy. They live in a world 

    
a ' feinee, ies fen to fill our lives as well as our ~“T’ve decided friendship is 

a wo ously decorai » they hearts, i i in Something you have to work - 

| 
Preparation is necessary to eat of Santa Claus and his little themselves in a Mountain of Every child believes in 

G ass Co. this sacred food, which helpers. Then finally comes the gifts, i 

4202 W. Michigan st. 
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magic friendship kit is 

i what they asked for. Every HaroldGarcia available. Yi rk 

Auto Glass Re; lacement Preparation to receive the thik and some cookies down for child lives. this fantasy and Category C Lda wene ne 

Plate lacs Eucharist is really much like the snow white bearded man, every child outgrows it. A child Cathedral High School tie" 
the Preparing we have been 

Indianapolis 
© 1981 by NC News Service 
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by RUTH ANN HANLEY 

The only all girls school in the archdiocese is 
doing just fine, thank you. 

In fact, the only disadvantage seen by the 
principal at Immaculate Conception Academy 
in Oldenburg, ‘is that we’re the only high 
school without a football team.” 

Aside from that, Franciscan Sister Jean 
Marie Cleveland believes the school offers a 
particularly rich palette of academic choices. 
Music, art, drama and language are 
specialities at the school which is an integral 
part of the Franciscan Sisters’ enterprise at 
Oldenburg. 

In the unexpectedly hilly area off 1-465, 
nestled beside the Franciscan motherhouse 
and once totally encompassed by a high brick 
wall, the school has roots in the parish and 
German Catholic community which go back to 
the town’s beginnings in the first half of the 19th 
century. 

As part of the Catholic experience, it has 
grown there as it were on an inside track and 
responding to the encouragment of its sup- 
porters. Its strengths, aside from the 
academic, lie in the overall spirit, according to 
Sister Jean. Having taught in two other girls’ 
high schools, she gives this one top marks for 
taking more pride in the school and having 
“almost a feeling of possessiveness.” 

“The girls volunteer more readily,” the 
principal muses. “They take better care of the 
buildings. When I asked for volunteers to put 
displays in 10 area parishes, I got 86! I was 
impressed with that.” 

She adds that a “musical response” is 

~The Criterion, December 18, 1981 

Football-less high school 
is doing just fine! 

almost taken for granted. Most of the 245 
students participate in instrumental and voice 
lessons. Lots of firsts have come to the school 
via the state music contest, but ‘even those 
who don’t intend to become experts add their 
bit.” According to Sister Jean, all freshmen 

carry the music message to clubs, shopping 

concerts are held in spring and fall. 

The fact that one-third of the young women 
are boarders helps get a large number to 
drama rehearsals. Sister Marjorie Jeanne 
Niemer, who directs school productions, says 
that switching rehearsal times sometimes 
dictates which plays the girls will be in. 

Their latest drama club production, 
Sleeping Beauty, was practiced after school. 
Like the Robin Hood production last year, it 
became a travelling show, rotating to five area 
grade schools. It was a real challenge, says the 
drama teacher. “We had to keep the props 
simple because we never knew what kind of 
stage we would have, or even if we would have 
one.”’ But the consensus is “‘the productions are 
fun and worthwhile and keep up the feeling of 
good will toward the girls who may be coming 
here.” 

The children’s theater is not the club’s only 
offering. Last year members put on a dinner 
theater catered by the Sherman House from 
nearby Batesville. 

The principal believes the art department 

¥ Br eee Oak 25" 
AER ge 

  

CAMPUS CLEAN-UP—Freshmen at ICA take their turn raking leaves. According to schedule each 
class gets two days of fall clean-up. (Photo by Ruth Ann Hanley) 

deserves honors too, agreeing with the drama 
coach that artists are always willing to 
volunteer posters for drama productions. 

On the fall day of this interview, the girls 
were engaged in less glamorous work—raking 
the leaves on grounds. “Each class 
takes two days,” explained the principal as she 
looked out on the uniformed workers. 

DESPITE ALL the activities, she verifics 
that the girls are academically successful: ‘83 
per cent go on to further education.” Language 
isa   
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gave up hope of 
ever finding. 

capacity. 

section for resident convenience. 

yet have no responsibility.   

PROVIDENCE 
rue RETIREMENT 

HOME 

  

Here Is Everything You Would Want 
In A Retirement Home, PLUS: 
e A home-like atmosphere, yet a 77-resident 

¢ Not a nursing home, yet an 8-bed nursing 

© Men and women find here a dignified freedom. 

For more information and a personal tour, contact 

Sister Noel Waters, S.P. 
Administrator 

(812) 945-5221 
703 East Spring Street 
New Albany, IN 47150 

Patronize Our 
Advertisers 
  

Same Day Service Between Indianapolis 
Anderson. Muncie. Hartford City 
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INC. 

“Pick-up Today—Deliver Today 
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CONTRACTOR 

Licensed — Bonded — Insured 

WORK GUARANTEED 
¢ Painting » Repair Rooting 
¢ Carpentry » Cement Work 

« Plumbing « Electrical 
* Guttering « Pointing Chimneys 

& Foundations 

GENERAL REPAIR 
Reasonable — Dependable 
— FREE ESTIMATES — 
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H with a full four years offered in 
German, Spanish and French. “For being so 
small, 12 language classes is a lot,” she smiles. 

Sister Jean credits parent support for much 
of the school’s success. 

“I don’t think the parents are looking 
mainly for a girls’ school, but for a Catholic 
school,” she declares. “They are concerned 

    

   
REPORT CARD TIME—Junior Paula Suttman 

Although many students come from as far 
away as Richmond, Cincinnati, Columbus, 
Shelbyville and Greenville, the parents have an 
active and successful club. They work on 
costumes for plays and put 137 drop linings into 
the curtains for the classroom and music 

The classroom building was constructed in 
1967. A separate auditorium with music 
classrooms witnesses to the creative thrust of 
the school. One-third of the large building or 
motherhouse is used for a dormitory for the 
girls. 

Sister Jean is proud of the school which has 
been successful in an era of school con- 
solidations and closing. 

What is the secret of that success and what 
lies behind it? Is it the smallness, the 
traditions, the rural community? She isn’t 
sure. But what makes the school work is ‘‘a 
Sood spirit of cooperation, that wanting to be 
involved.” 

      
from Holy Family Parish must have done a good job. 

She’s still smiling as she receives her semester report from Sister Jean Marie Cleveland, principal. 
(Photo by Ruth Ann Hanley) 

    

 



  

  

  

New Ruthenian rite 

diocese created 
WASHINGTON—Pope John Paul II created 

a new Byzantine-Ruthenian-Rite (Wocese in the 
western United States Dec. 15 an‘ named its 
first bishop. Bishop Thomas Dolinay, 58, will be 
the first bishop of the ‘Ruthenian 
Eparchy (diocese) of Van Nuys, Calif. Until 
now an auxiliary bishop of the Byzantine- 

New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, 
Washington, Oregon, California, Hawaii and 
Alaska. The creation of the new eparchy, the 
fourth of the Byzantine-Ruthenian Rite in the 
United States, and the appointment of Bishop 
Dolinay to head it were announced in 
Washington by Archbishop Pio Laghi, apostolic 
delegate in the United States. There are more 
than 281,000 Ruthenian Catholics in the United 
States. 

Pope burdened by events 
VATICAN CITY—Pope John Paul II, 

burdened by the “worrisome events” of 
martial law rule in Poland, said Dec. 13 that 
“too much Polish blood has already been 
spilled” and asked for prayers for his native 
Poland. The pope was addressing about 30,000 
people in St. Peter’s Square. 

New leader elected at UN 
UNITED NATIONS—The election of a 

Peruvian, Javier Perez de Cuellar, as the new 
secretary general of the United Nations marks 
the end of a deadlock over the post prompted by 
a fight to get a representative from a Third 
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church   

IN The world. 
World country to head the world body. Perez 

seeking solutions for perennial U.N. ills, some 
of which are older than the organization itself. 

No prayer at high schools 
WASHINGTON—A week after it permitted 

college students to meet for prayer on their 
state university campus, the Supreme Court 
refused Dec. 14 to allow a group of high school 
students to meet for prayer on public school 
property. Some students at Guilderland High 
School near Albany, N.Y., had asked the high 
court to reverse lower court decisions denying 
them this right. But the court, without com- 
ment, declined to hear the case, leaving the 
lower court decisions intact. 

Disabled deserve care 
UNITED NATIONS—The Vatican told the 

United Nations that disabled persons deserve 
“the practical concern of the world com- 
munity, both by reasons of their numbers—in 

excess of 400 million” and “for their particular 
human and social condition.” Archbishop 
Giovanni Cheli, the Holy See’s observer at the 
U.N., made the statement in early December 
during the General debate on ac- 
tivities during the 1961 International Year of 
Disabled Persons. 
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Bishop says US. pride 

imperiled in world 
WASHINGTON (NC)Widespread im- 

morality can erode liberty and justice, the 
hallmarks of the greatness of the United States, 

principles weakens, the pride of the United 
States as “‘God’s number one country of liberty 
and justice” is imperiled, he said. 

  

Church steps up anti-nuclear drive 
Stepping up his campaign against nuclear 

arms, Pope John Paul II is presenting a 
document containing scientific evidence on the 
“disastrous effects” of nuclear warfare to 
world leaders. ‘I am deeply convinced that . . . 
the only morally and humanly valid choice is 
represented by a reduction in nuclear arms,” 
he said. 

Four scientists representing the pope 
warned President Reagan during a White 
House meeting Dec. 14 a nuclear attack would 
wreak such devastation that the medical 

would be unable to help the sur- 
vivors. They said later the president seemed 
aware of the dangers and to agree with them 
that nuclear war must be prevented. The 
scientists, accompanied by Archbishop Pio 
Laghi, apostolic delegate in the United States, 
and William Wilson, the president’s personal 
representative to the Vatican, presented 
Reagan with a copy of a Pontifical Academy of 
Sciences study on nuclear war and told the 
president that the only hope for the world is 

preventing nuclear war. The pope also is 
teams to Moscow, London, Paris and 

the United Nations to present the study to top 
world leaders. 

Meanwhile, in Virginia Beach, Va., two 
Catholic bishops and the Richmond diocesan 
priests’ council have engaged in a public 
debate over the morality of the production and 

ion of nuclear weapons. Bishop Walter 
Sullivan of Richmond, Va., told a 
predominantly military audience in Virginia 
Beach that it is “immoral to be associated with 
the production or use” of such weapons. Bishop 
John J. O'Connor, vicar general of the U.S. 
military vicariate, later disagreed, saying, “I 
know of nothing in official church teaching that 
suggests our military people are engaged in 
immoral activities in carrying out their 
responsibilities.” In an opposing view, 
however, the Richmond diocesan council 
released a statement saying that church 
teaching clearly denounces nuclear arms and 
the arms race as “immoral.” 

  
  

A $1,200 GIFT TO MARIAN COLLEGE 
FOR ONLY $80! 

    

IF YOU LIVE IN INDIANA 
The Indiana Income Tax Credit law brings such a bargain to 
contributors to the State’s colleges and universities that it 
should be hard for friends and alumni of Marian to resist. 

It works this way: Single taxpayers can reduce their state income 
tax by $100 if they contribute a total of $200 to colleges and 
universities in the state. The contribution may be to one college 
(Marian would like to be the one) or divided among two or more. If 
the contribution total is under $200, the tax credit would be half 
the amount given. Or stated another way: a single taxpayer is 
allowed a tax credit equal to 50% of the total amount of the 
contribution to indiana colleges and universities with the 
maximum credit being $100. 

For couples filing a joint return the maximum credit is $200—or 
50% of a $400 contribution. . 

If you itemize deductions on your Federal Income Tax Return, 
you can also claim the amount you give Marian as a charitable 
contribution (deductions for non-itemizers are being phased in 
with a $25 maximum deduction in 1982 to a full deduction in 
1986). For example, if you’re in the 30% tax bracket, you'll 
receive what amounts to a $3 credit for every $10 you contribute. 
If you're in the 50% bracket, you’ll receive $5 credit for every $10 
you donate. Subtract this and the Indiana tax credit from your gift 
to Marian, and you end up with a bargain-price contribution. 

Making use of this combination of Indiana tax credit and federal 

tax deduction, a three-year pledge of $1,200 gift to Marian 
College can cost about $80 a year out-of-pocket. 

Figure it this way: A three-year $1,200 pledge means $400 a year. If 
that is the only contribution a couple makes to an Indiana 
college, they owe $200 less in state income tax because of the 
50% credit. That $400 gift also can be used as a federal income 
tax deduction. For those in the 30% bracket that can mean they 
pay $120 less tax. Subtracting the $200 and $120 from $400 
leaves $80. 

There are state benefits for corporate gifts as well. The credit 
allowed by Indiana is one-half of the gift up to a maximum of 
either 10% of the corporation’s total adjusted gross income for 
the year, or $1,000, whichever is less. A $6,000 pledge over three 
years will return $3,000 through the Indiana tax credit plus a 
federal deduction. (Savings and loan associations, banks, and 
sma!l businesses organized as Subchapter S companies are not 
eligible for the Indiana tax credit.) 

lan 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

Want to know more? 
Write or Call: 

Development Office 
MARIAN COLLEGE 
3200 Cold Spring Rd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46222 
(317) 924-3291         
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December 20 
The annual Christmas card 

party sponsored by the 
Women’s Club of St. Patrick 

dianapolis, will begin in the 
parish hall at 2 p.m. Admission: 

$1. ake 

Christmas Concert XX will 
be presented by the Church of 
the Holy Name of Jesus, Beech 
Grove, in two performances at 3 
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. This 20th 
Christmas concert will include 
— by the Holy Name 

and orchestra. For 
cuarndonteraretiak 

eke 

Penance services will be 
celebrated in three area 
parishes including St. John, 
Osgood, 2 p.m.; Immaculate 

, Millhousen, 4 p.m.; 
and St. Maurice, Napoleon, 7:30 
p.m. St. Maurice parish, 
Decatur County, will have a 
similar service at 7:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 22 ekx 

A Christmas concert by 
Frank Schaler, baritone, and 
accompanied by the choir of St. 
Mark Church, will be given at 

ACTIVE— T 
| Hist 

St. John Church in downtown 
Indianapolis at 4:30 p.m. This is 
the last of the Festival of Arts 
series for the Advent season. 

December 21 
Our Lady of Everyday 

Circle, Daughters of Isabella, 
will have a Christmas party 
with a pitch-in dinner at St. 
Elizabeth Home, 2500 Chur- 
chman Ave., Indianapolis. 
Each member is asked to bring 
a $3 gift for exchange and a $1 
gift. 

December 27 

at St. Mary. School, New 
Albany, at 7:30 p.m. with a 
celebration of Mass and a pot- 
luck dinner. Children invited. 

December 28 
A  six-session course on 

Preparation for Childbirth will 
be held at the St. Vincent 
Wellness Center, Carmel, 
through Feb. 1. The course, 
from 7 to 9 p.m. each evening, 
Prepares the parents for 
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delivery of the child. To register 
for the class call 317-846-7037. 

December 31 
A New Year’s eve dance will 

be held at St. Ann parish, 2850 S. 
Holt Rd., Indianapolis, from 8 
p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Tickets are $30 
per couple. For reservations 
call Marie McKinney, 248-1028, 
or Ernie Reuter, 241-4378. 

Socials 
MONDAY: St. Ann, 6:30 p.m.; 
Our Lady of Lourdes, 6:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY: K of C Pius X 

Peter Claver Center, 3110 
Sutherland Ave., 5 p.m.; 
WEDNESDAY: St. Anthony, 
6:30 p.m.; St. Bernadette school 
auditorium, 5:30 p.m.; St. 
Francis de Sales, 5:30-11 p.m.; 
St. Patrick, 11:30 am.; St. 
Roch, 7-11 p.m. THURSDAY: 
St. Catherine parish hall, 6:30 
p.m.; Holy Family K of C, 6:30 
p.m. Westside K of C, 220 N. 
Country Club Road; St. Peter 
Claver Center, 3110 Sutherland 
Ave., 5 p.m. FRIDAY: St. 
Andrew parish hall, 6:30 p.m.; 

St. Christopher parish hall, 
Speedway, 7 p.m.; om Rita 
parish hall, 6:30 p.m.; Holy 
Name, Hartman Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
St. Simon, 5:30 p.m. SATUR- 
DAY: Cathedral High School, 3 

p.m.; St. Francis de Sales, 6 
p.m.; K of C Council 437, 1305 N. 
Delaware, 4:30 p.m. SUNDAY: 
Cardinal Ritter High School, 6 
p.m.; St. Philip parish hall, 3 
p.m. 

  

Marian awarded grant 
A $75,000 grant from the 

Indianapolis Foundation has 
been awarded to Marian 
College for the Capstone Capital 
Fund Drive, according to 
Marian President Louis C. 
Gatto. 

Announcement of the grant, 
which will be paid over three 
years, was made by Kenneth I. 
Chapman, executive director of 
the Foundation. 

  

More honorable mention essays 
Christmas of 1919 recalled as the best of 87 years 

Asa child Christmas was special for me, marked by receiving a 
chair my size, a doll, an armchair on wheels propelled by foot 
pedals, later clothes, a ring with my birthstone. Yet the unique 
attraction was a visit to the Crib in Church and gazing with awe on 
the beautiful Infant. 

With the years, the focus shifted to the Real Presence of Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament. In the convent, Christmas Mass was the 
highlight of this beautiful feast. 

But 1919 at Sacred Heart, 

Cincinnati, was different. Since 
autumn Father Louis Tieman, 

Atime of snow 

and Jesus   

| UNIQUE SELF-SELLING 

FUND RAISER 
Please Call for Demonstration 

784-7040 
GOOD SEAL CORPORATION 

5508 Elmwood Ave., Indpls., IN 46203 

Christmas is a time, 
When you do not spare a dime, 
Buying presents and watching 
the falling snow, 
Thinking of Santa Claus when 
you really know, 
That it all began with Jesus, 
Who opened heaven for us. 

Kathy Steinberger 
Category B 

St. Mark School 
Indianapolis     

—St. Vincent De Paul Society — Indianapolis Council= 

SPECIAL APPEAL 
to help pay the cost of 

Holiday Food Baskets being distributed 
FREE to the NEEDY 

  

  

   

  

Every Dollar Z 
Donated 2 

Will Be Used ‘a Name 
For Food a 
    Inclosed is our Christmas Gift for 

the poor in the amount of $. 

  

Brel Prolene pol’ 
Dear Vincentians: 
YES, we want to help bring joy t 
this Christmas Season. 

  

= rn ee era Make Checks payable to: = ‘Address ss | SVDP Warehouse Fund 
ere eae 

| 

pastor, repeatedly asked Sister 
Leonida, (later Mother 
General) superior, “What do 
you want for Christmas?” 
Invariably she answered, ‘‘The 
Blessed Sacrament in our 
chapel.” Father was non- 
committal. 

On December 23, without the 
least inkling the Archbishop's 
letter came. What joy! What 

hustle and bustle to prepare for 
the Lord’s coming under our 
roof! 

Next morning after the 
parish Mass, Father brought 
the Blessed Sacrament in 
solemn procession. Altar boys, 
choir boys, parishioners and we 
fifteen Sisters of St. Francis re- 
lived Bethlehem and G: 
Benediction preceded the 
humble “‘enthronement.”” 

Of my eighty-seven 
Christmasses, that of 1919 still 
ranks first. 

Sister Clotilda Marie Gohmann 
Adult Category 

Oldenburg 

Getting something for Christmas 
Once there was a little boy 

who was a member of God’s 
family. But he didn’t believe in 
God. All he thought about was 
“gimme, gimme, gimme, get, 
get, get.” And when Christmas 
came, he got nothing—not one 

fo those in need 

Check here if you wish 
to make monthly payments 

Box 19133 
Indianapolis, IN 46219 

thing. He cried and cried. 
Finally he stopped at 9:00 that 
night. 

When he grew up, he had a 
son—his son was a brat. He 
would watch his son break 
windows with rocks and let the 
air out of cars’ tires. He would 
ask himself, ‘Was I like that?” 
and the answer was “yes”; so 
he and his son started going to 
church. And that Christmas, 

everyone got something. 

Sean Silnes 
Category A 

St. Mark School 
Indianapolis 

It will be used to construct a 
new student activity center on 
the near westside campus. 

The student center is the 
focus of a $5 million fund drive 
at Marian. It will house a new 
gymnasium, dining room and 
lounge, and will be the cen- 
terpiece on the 114acre cam- 
pus. 

According to Chapman, 
Marian’s role as a_ private 
college in the Indianapolis 
community was a key factor in 
the grant. 

“Since it was founded, 
Marian has provided an 
essential service to the people 
of Indianapolis and has been a 
vital factor in the city’s con- 

tinuing growth and prosperity,” 
he said. ‘The new center will be 
a welcome addition to In- 
dianapolis and our amateur 
sports facilities.” 

Marian’s Capital Fund Drive 
began in September and has 
now raised more than $2 million 
from Indianapolis foundations, 

j and individual 
cor 

LL) 
KALE 
OI 
Sales & Service 

A bicycle paradise! Everything for 

the serious cyclist and the fun-loving 
bike rider .. of any age! 

© Complete line of accessories 

* Factory-trained repair techni 
cians 
Parts and supplies 

5506 Madison Avenue at Epler 

786-9244 
Hours: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon-Sat 

  

  

  
  

  

- The Church of 
the Holy Name of Jesus 

presents 

Christmas | 
Concert XX | 
December 20th 

3:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
  

Inside the Church 
89 N. 17th Avenue « Beech Grove, Indiana 

For Reserved Seating Call: _—_—_ 

786-7820 
        

  

 



  

  

  

OBITUARIES: 
+ ALOISIO, Gene Peter, 58, St. 
Anthony, Clarksville, Dec. 9. 
Husband of Geraldine (Smerz); 
father of Barbara Fuller, Monica 
Kubin, James and John Aloisio; 
brother of Anthony Aloisio. 

+ BEELER, John G., 77, St. 
Michael, Madison, Dec. 5. Husband 

Sara Jones, Mary Seibert and Jane 
Shrader. 

+ DALY, Daniel Martin, 75, Little 
Flower, Indianapolis, Dec. 9. 
Husband of Florence; brother of 
Lenora C. Robards, Elizabeth Ann 
Jansen and Michael Daly. 

+ DeBURGER, Paul E., 70, St. 
Joseph, Indianapolis, Dec. 15. 
Husband of Ethel Mae; father of 
Marjorie Mae Curry; brother of 
Alice Palmer, Mary Jane Philippi, 
Annabelle Johantges, Dorothy 
Apgar, Charlotte Dugas, Sexes 
a 

Curtis W., 64, St + DISHNER, 
Andrew, Richmond, ‘Dec. 
Husband i 

Lillian Disner and Jeannette 
Reardon, 
+ FEDERLE, Mable W., 79, St. 
Patrick, Indianapolis, Dec. 9. 
Mother of Robert L. Federle. 

+ FENGER, Eugene A., 8%, St. 
Mary, New Albany, Dec. 12. 
Husband of Katharine (Foley). 

+ HAYES, ~ 57, Holy Angels, 
Indianapolis, Dec. 12. Husband of 
Grace L.; father of Saverne, 

Thomas, Elliot, Wesley and Duane 
J. Hayes. 

+ HOLLENBACH, Philemena 
(Boots), 78, St. Michael, Brookville, 
Dec. 9. Mother of Robert Hollen- 
bach; sister of Barbara Mahle and 
Frances DeRegnaucort. 

+ LARMANN, Paulise, 50, St. Paul, 
New Alsace, Dec. 4. Wife of Jerome; 
mother of Marian Bedel, Linda, 
Donna and Harold Larmann; sister 
of Mary Forthofer, Viola Hountz, 

+ LINNEMANN, Irma Marie 
(Buren), 76, St. Anthony, 
Clarksville, Dec. 10. Mother of Irma 
aw and Edward L. Linnemann 

.; sister of Caye, Donald and 
aiteres 

+ LORI, Melvin E., 63, St. Mary, 
New Albany, Dec. 12. Husband of 
Lenora (Woelflin); father of 
Virginia Biener, Diana Graves and 
Norvetta Bartley; brother of Rose 
Bowman, Marie Pirtle, Freda Jahn, 
Irma Eaton, Mrs. Jesse Shelton and 
Francis H. Lori. 

+ MADDEN, John Michael Jr., 61, 
St. Augustine, Jeffersonville, Dec. 
10. Brother of Mary C. Beard. 

+ McDANIEL, Margaret R., 91, = 
Gabriel, Connersville, Dec. 
Mother of Dr. Donald ‘and Willan 
McDaniel. 

+ McMAHON, Mildred, 77, St. 
Thomas, Fortville, Dec. 9. Sister of 
Denzil Collins. 

  

205 N. COLLEGE 
636-4516   

SANTA’S FAVORITE 

HOT MULLED 

EASLEY WINERY 
NOON ‘TIL 
6:00 P.M.     

+ MOORE, Dorothy A., 74, St. 

+ NOBBE, Luella P., 57, St. Mary, 
Greensburg, Dec. 9. Wife of Elmer; 
mother of Joan Greiwe, Nancy 
Cuskaden, Deborah Clarkston, 
Deidra Cuskaden, Kathleen Power, 

New Albany, Dec. 10. Mother of 

Rouck Jr. 

Marilyn (Falls); stepfather of 
Andre Falls; son of Paul and Connie 
Romweber; brother of Paul 

weber. 

{ ROTH, Ann L., 63, Holy Spirit, 
Indianapolis, Dec. neg sd 
Germany, Joan Holzer, William, 
Tony and Peggy Roth. 

+ STREICHEN, Peter, 40, St. 

  

  

IN NEED OF CHILDREN—This | 

poster, created for the Right to Life 
Association of Canada, has been 
rejected by the Toronto Transit | 
Commission for display in the city’s 

injunction allowing \ 
right to lifers to post the ad in subway _ 
cars. The ad won this year’s In- | 
ternational Clio Advertising Award, | 
given by the American Federation of | 
Radio and Television Commercials. 

Advertising: being false and 
misleading and appealing to children 
in a subway ad. (NC photo) 

  

Natural family planning sessions offered 
Interested couples are asked 

to pre-register at 852-3195. 

FROST 
UPHOLSTERERS 

Natural Family Planning to be confused with the old 
sessions for engaged and rhythmmethod. 
married couples will be offered 
through Catholic Charities from 
7:30-10 p.m. on three Tuesdays: 
Jan. 5, Jan. 19, and Feb. 2 at St. 

Parish, 

Sister Innocentia Kempf dies 
FERDINAND—Benedictine 

Sister Innocentia Kempf, a 
former teacher in archdiocesan 
schools, died at the Convent 

taught at Starlight, Siberia, 
Bradford, Floyds Knobs, 
Cannelton and St. Mark in 
Perry County. 

She is the last member of her 
immediate family. Two 
brothers who preceded her in 

Mrs. Gerdon dies 

at New Albany 
NEW ALBANY—The 

funeral liturgy for Mrs. Roxie 
Gerdon, 88, was held at St. 
Mary Church, New Albany, on 
Friday, Dec. 11. 

Mrs. Gerdon, the mother of 
Father Bernard Gerdon, pastor 
of St. Mary parish, Navilleton, 
died on Dec. 8. 

Fr. Gerdon and 38 other 
priests concelebrated the 
funeral liturgy. 

In addition to Fr. Gerdon, a 
daughter, Mrs. Keach (Ruth) 
McAllister, survives. 

death included Msgr. Joseph 
Kempf of the archdiocese and 
Benedictine Father Placidus 
Kempf of St. Meinrad Ar- 
chabbey. 

  

  
Fabrics at Discount Prices 

Fabrics Shown in Our Showroom 
or Your Home 

Custom Made Hide-a-Beds & Sofas 

— Work Guaranteed — 

4024 E. Michigan St. 353-1217 
  

  

AN INVITATION TO CELEBRATE 

A Charismatic Mass 
The Word of the Lord 

stands forever; it is the 
Word given to you, the Good News. 

(1 Peter 1:24-25) 

| solemnly tell you: 

Those who have left everything 
and followed me will be 
tepaid a hundredfold, and will 
gain eternal life. 

THE MONTHLY CHARISMATIC MASS 

WILL BE HELD ON THE LAST THURSDAY OF DECEMBER 1981 AT: 

St. Matthew 
4100 E. 56th Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 

“May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.” (1 Cor. 1:3)   For further information call: 

Catholic Charismatic Community Center 

DATE: December 31, 1981 

Prayer and Praise — 7:30 p.m. 
Mass — 8:00 p.m. 

Phone: 255-6561         
 



  
  

  

Page 36 

IN The MEDIA 

Portrait of Poland 
told through Pontiff 

by HENRY HERX 

NEW YORK (NC)—The Poland from which came Karol Wojtyla as the first non-Italian pope in more than 400 years is drama‘ tically Country: Pope John Paul 11,” airing Sunday, Dec. 20, 9-11:30 p.m. on NBC. 
Rather than the conventional of an individual, the biography 

program is essentially a portrait of Catholic Poland, a nation proud of its religious heritage, culture and spirit of i . The foreground is occupied not by the personal story of Wojtyla but by 
the major events and formative experiences that shaped him and 
the present generation of Polish leaders. 

After the opening sequence 
of six-year-old Karol watching a 
local passion play the program 
tells little of his progress from 
student days to papal election 
except through narration and 
documentary footage. Even in 
the few dramatic scenes in 
which he is shown the angle is 
usually shot from behind the 
actor playing his role. 

Instead, the film’s energy 
Concentrates on the Polish 
resistance to both Nazi and 
Soviet aggression as seen in the 

   

1505 South East 

lives of characters who have 
only the most tenuous 
relationship to Wojtyla. The 
central failure of the program is 
that these characters—most of 
whom are non-Polish actors— 
are cardboard representations 
of the indomitable spirit of the 
Polish people but have little 
interest in themselves. 

What is surprising about this 
lack of human dimension is that 
the film’s Polish director, 
Krzysztof Zanussi, is famous 
for his character studie 

G.H.Herrmann 
Feneral Homes 

5141 Madison Avenue 
(INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA) 

Street 

    

  

Wrapping paper, hats and 

ever. 

(Don’t Miss Out) 

knives. 

Hours: 

Weekdays — 9 to 

  

PAPER ARTS FACTORY OUTLET 
ANNOUNCES 

CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR’S 

FOR DECEMBER 
} Streamers and bells. Everything for the best holiday parties 

Also Available: Complete Christmas Ensembles and 
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Perhaps the explanation for this 
and the program’s lapses in 
narrative continuity is that this 
American television presen- 
tation has edited out more than 
an hour’s worth of material 
from the version being shown in 
Europe. 

Whatever the dramatic 
deficiencies of the NBC version, 
which was “adapted” by David 
Butler, its production values 
are of theatrical quality. Shot 
mostly on Polish locations with 
entire towns serving as extras, 
the film succeeds best in con- 
veying the epic clash of 
historical forces. For example, 

building of a church in Nova 
Huta, the regime’s showcase 
city, could have been filmed 
nowhere else. 

What is fascinating about its 
depiction of postwar Poland is 
the growing strength of unity 
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     787-2568 
ree 

University of Iowa coffee shop. 
The dramatization is 

genuinely moving and warmly 
vincing. 

Mickey Rooney’s fine per- 
formance as Bill, a loving 
Portrayal of a handicapped 
person who only needs a little 
bit of help from his friends to 
become a contributing member 
of society. It will win your heart 
and Rooney a well-deserved 
Emmy, the only acting award 
that has eluded him in his long 
career. 

“Bill” is an Alan Landsburg 
Production produced by Mel 

, Dec. 2, (ABC) 
“Directions,” the weekly 
religion series, presents a one- 
hour holiday special, “The 
World of Jesus Christ: A 
Christmas Celebration.” It’s a 
program filled with the 
legendary religious art 

the life of Christ. 
(Please check local listings for 
exact time in your area.) 

Sunday, Dec. 20, (CBS) “For 
Our Times” with correspondent 
Douglas Edwards and CBS 
News report on the plight of 
Haitian refugees in Miami. 

NATO bombers on a fantasy- 
romp. This is strictly adult fun, 
even in a clipped TV version. 
(A°3) 

Monday, Dec. 21, &9 p.m. 
(ABC) “Rain of Terror.” In- 
vestigating State Department 
charges that the Soviets are 
using biochemical warfare in 
Southeast Asia, “Closeup” 
visited Cambodia to examine 
Teports of recent attacks on 

~ 12 midnight < 

  
ANOTHER WORLD—Dennis Quaid, 

maker who becomes a friend and eventual guardian 
Bill Sackter, a retarded adult, in “Bill,” a new who 

left, stars as a young film- 
to Mickey 

Rooney who plays 
“G.E.. Theater” drama Dec. 22 on CBS. The filmmaker gives 
Sackter the support he needs to tackle life in the world beyond the 
mental institution in which he spent 46 years. (NC photo) 

civilians from a deadly poison 
called Yellow Rain. 

Monday, Dec. 21, 9-11 p.m. 
(NBC) “All the Way Home.” 
Sally Field and William Hurt 
star in this live telecast of Tad 
Mosel’s Pulitzer i 
play about how the accidental 
death of their father affects 
various members of a large and 
loving family in 1915 Tennessee. 

Thursday, Dec. 24, 9-10 p.m. 
(PBS) “John Callaway In- 
terviews.” In her garden in 
Nyack, New York, actress 
Helen Hayes fondly recalls her 
years in the theater and her 
Tecent work to further the 
rights of the elderly. 

Thursday, Dec. 24, 10-11 p.m. 
(NBC) “High Hopes: The 
Capra Years.” This program 
pays tribute to the distinguished 
career of director Frank Capra 
who won six Oscars for films 
that kept America smiling 
through the Depression and the 
Second World War and ends 
with an interview with the 
director today. 

With 
St. Francis” is a special holiday 
remembrance that includes the 
famous frescoes at Greccio and 
a visit to Assisi. St. Francis 
began the custom of the 
Christmas crib and this year is 
the 800th anniversary of his 
birth. 

Friday, Dec. 25 (NBC), 
Papal Mass, midnight to 1:30 
am. The papal i Christmas 
midnight Mass from St. Peter’s 

Basilica in Rome is presented 
via satellite. Pope John Paul II 
is the celebrant and homilist 

program 
retelling three family classics, 
imaginatively animated in clay, 
one of which is “Martin the 
Cobbler,” a religious education 
favorite based on Tolstoy’s 
“Where Love Is, God Is.” 

Saturday, Dec. 26, 9-11 p.m. 
(CBS) “A Celebration of the 

Washington honors five 
istingui American ar- 

tists—Count Basie, Cary Grant, 
Helen Hayes, Jerome Robbins 
and Rudolf Serkin. 

Sunday, Dec. 27, (ABC) 
“Directions” Family violence 
and what counseling services 
can offer victims of this 
disorder is the topic of this 
week's “Directions.” (Please 
check local listings for exact 
time in your area.) 

Sunday, Dec. 27, (CBS) “For 
Our Times” presents a tribute 
to the late Jesuit scholar, 

Father Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin, on the centenary of his 

coverage of the recent sym- 
posium at Georgetown 
University in Washington. 
(Please check local listings for 
exact time in your area.) 
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TV MOVIE—Ray Sharkey stars 

Bill Carney,” a true story of a paraplegic who waged a landmark 

court case for the custody of his children. The movie airs Dec. 23 on 

  

CBS. (NC Photo) 
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NEW YORK (NC)—The U.S. 

changing its system of film 
classifications in an effort, it 
said, to ‘‘clarify and 

” them and make 
them “more useful to parents 
and others.” 

| with a single new category of 
O—morally offensive. 

The other categories of A-I 

through A-IV will remain 

essentially the same, although 

the words ‘morally unob- 

jectionable” will be dropped. 

* That is the categories on movie 

- guitableness will read as 
A-I, general 

patronage; A-II, adults and 

adolescents; A-III, adults; and 

A-IV, adults with reservations. 

Formally proposed by the 

USCC Communication Com- 

mittee, the changes were ap- 

¢ - ° =
 = ° a a 

in the title role in “The Ordeal of 

  

Thanks to you 
Kworks... 

FOR ALL OF US 

  

    
  

proved by the USCC Ad- 

ministrative Board in Sep- 

tember. The communication 

department administers the 

classification system. 
Auxiliary Bishop Norbert F. 

Gaughan of Greensburg, Pa., 

chairman of the communication 

committee, said the new system 

will enable the communication 
to provide moral 

entertainment and also to 

promote patronage of high 

quality films. 
Merging the two categories 

of B and C into a single new 

rating category of O is an at- 

tempt to use terminology which 

better indicates the advisory 

nature of the classifications 

while reflecting the moral 

nature of the judgment, the 

mended” with a film follows the 

communication department's 

policy for the last two decades 

to recommend films. It is also 

intended as a postitive step 

because classifications often 
appear without the review 

on the film. 
“The changes reflect themes 

which the communication 
tt has promoted in 

recent years,” the USCC said. 

“During that time the USCC has 
made major efforts to promote 

worthy movies by singling them 

out for praise and attention and 

doing the same for particular 

directors, writers and actors,” 

the USCC stated. “It has also 

been at pains to point out that 

the classifications, which are 

advisory in nature, are offered 
as a means to help Catholics in 
the crucial task of forming their 

conscience in an area that is 
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Groups call television 

‘most troublesome’ 
Religious 

troublesome” of all media, and books “the least tr 

according to an international 

organizations, Christian and 

educational institutions. 

tions consider television the ‘most 

USCC changing film rating system 
especially difficult, particularly 

with regard to ‘problem’ 

films.” 
The film classification 

system used by the church had 

changed little since it was 

developed by the Legion of 

Decency in 1934, said the USCC. 

“The attitude of the church 

in the United States toward 

films and its approach to them 

has undergone considerable 

evolution since that time, in- 

spired in part by the Decree on 

Communications of the Second 

Vatican Council and other 

statements of the Holy See 

which have stressed the im- 

portance of competent reviews 

of broadcast and film materials 

that assess their worth, 

morality and religious value,” 

the USCC added. 

The communication 
will continue to 

provide film reviews, 

distributed through NC News 

and ‘‘believes that a 

classification by itself cannot 

take the place of a 

thoroughgoing review that 

evalutes the aesthetic as well as 

moral qualities of a film,” the 

USCC stated. 

  

survey of churches, religious 

secular media agencies, and 

Results of the survey by Judith Buddenbaum, an Indiana 

University School of Journalism 

released at Bloomington. 

Buddenbaum’s eight-page 

questionnaire, in English and in 

German, was mailed to 184 

respondents in the United 
, Canada, 11 West 

Nigeria. The study was done for 
Lutheran World 

Federation’s Department of 

Communications in Geneva, 

Switzerland. There were 68 

es. 

high response for such a survey, 

Buddenbaum pointed out that 

the length and detail of the 

questionnaire and the high 

quality of the respondents’ 

positions increased the survey's 

validity. All respondents were 

persons in high positions in the 

church, or in church and 

religion communications. 
The survey found that 

television was a “near 

unanimous choice as the 

medium for which awareness 

and education programs are 

most needed.” The respondents 

believed that churches should 

play an active role in “im- 

proving media awareness and 

media education because of the 

function of mass media in 

society.” 
Respondents criticized 

television because “it distorts 

reality and manipulates 

people.” They were also highly 

critical of television audiences 

for not being more selective in 

their television viewing. The 

report said television viewers 

“waste hours each day 

passively viewing anything that 

happens to be on television.” 

doctoral student, have been 

Respondents commented 

favorably on the quality and the 

variety of information available 

through books. Choosing a book, 

they said, ‘‘is a conscious act 

and reading it, necessarily, 

requires thinking about it and 

evaluating the contents.” The 

survey subjects also said people 

know how to evaluate books and 

how to select appropriate 

reading materials. 

Movies, magazines, 

newspapers and radio received 

mixed reviews. About half of 

the respondents were critical of 

them, and said that programs 

are needed to help people un- 

derstand and use these media 

wisely. The other half felt there 

was little cause for concern. 

The strong need for media 

awareness/education progra- 
by the 

people use the media, Bud- 

denbaum said. 
In Europe and in North 

America respondents saw in- 

terest groups, including the 

church, as being responsible for 

media awareness/education 

programs. Third World 

respondents generally placed 

the responsibility for such 

programs with government, 

schools and the media itself. In 

all geographical areas the 

respondents saw these 

programs as a “natural part of 

the church’s social, prophetic 

and educational ministry.” 
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VIEWING Wich ARNOLD 

So bad, there’s nothing good in it 
by JAMES W. ARNOLD 

It was said of the great movie critic of a generation ago, James 
Agee, that he never saw a movie that was so bad he couldn’t find 
something good in it. 

In that benign spirit, let me say that there is a good thing in the 
new Chevy Chase movie, “Modern Problems,” which Fox has 
chosen as one of its major releases for 
Christmas. No, it’s not that it ends. To say 
that would be mean and sarcastic, and we 
aren’t like that in the Catholic Press. 

Let me set up the good thing. Chase is an 
air traffic controller who acquires 
telekinetic powers when he is driving home 
on the freeway and gets sloshed by overflow 
from a tanker truck hauling nuclear waste. 
No, that isn’t the good thing. It comes later. 
He’s in the tower talking on the phone to his 
girl friend, and gets so mad a nearby model 
airplane-ashtray revs its motors, takes off, 
careens around the room and, trailing 
smoke from burning engines, crashes into a wall poster of the 
Matterhorn. 

Other than that, let’s be honest. This movie is really bad. For 

  

starters, it was written and directed by Ken Shapiro, whose only 
previous film was ‘The Groove Tube,” a 1974 satire of television 
done in such bad taste that, in comparison, it makes Mel Brooks 
seem like a flower arranger for home-and-school breakfasts. It 
took all this time for Shapiro to get money for another film; next 
time, it should take longer. 

Shapiro’s basic problem is 
that he has a sense of humor 
like a collector from a loan 
company. 

ONE OF the ‘funny’ 
sequences takes place in a 

heavy leather gay bar, where 

the publishers are having a 
promotion party for a new book 
by a sex-help author (Dabney 
Coleman). Chase is attacked 
near the men’s room by a huge their 
black man. 

Almost the whole final third 
of the film leans on jokes about 
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a fat black Cook-housekeeper 
from Haiti, who, sure enough, is 
into voodoo and at one point 
gets knocked upside-down 
exposing her frilly un- 
derdrawers—a stroke of wit we 
haven't seen since the 1930's. 

Given the plot premise—a 
mild-mannered 

powers—you’d think Shapiro, 
with his reputation for the 
outrageous, would blow our 
minds with ingenuity. Mostly, 
except for a naughty sex joke 
that exploits what “Superman 
II” had the minimal class to 
avoid, we get Chase taking 

sadistic revenge on supercilious 
male rivals. 

One is given a Vesuvius-like 

havoc on the lead male dancer. 
Coleman is levitated around a 
dining room and plunged face 
down into a cake. All this ac- 
tually reads funnier than it 
plays, because it is so 
sluggishly directed that you can 
do your income tax between the 
end of a joke and the end of a 
scene. 

THE LAST half hour takes 

place, inexplicably, in a 
“Psycho’’-looking house on an 
eastern beach where Chase’s 
powers to take on a 
demonic look, and the spoofery 
seems to have some connection 
to “The Exorcist.” It makes 
Don Knotts look like Chaplin. 

Somehow managing to give 
decent accounts of themselves 
in this pitiful mess are two 
pretty and gifted comediennes, 

Mary Kay Place and Patti 

your agent for getting you into 
something like ‘‘Modern 
Problems,” Chase seems 
frozen into immobility. 

He gives his part, absurd as 
it is, absolute zero energy. He 
was funny once, he may be 
again, but now he has bombed 
for both Simon and Shapiro. 
What’s left? 

It’s not worth five bucks to 
find out. 

(Comedy that gives new 
meaning to the word inept; 
some sex and nudity; not 
recommended). 

  

The Last 10 Films Reviewed by James Arnold 
(ranked for overall quality from best to worst) 

Prince of the City; True Confessions; Gallipoli; The French 
Lieutenant’s Woman; Time Bandits; Only When I Laugh; Looker; 
Rich and Famous; Watcher in the Woods; Modern Problems. 
  

\__-Film ratings 
NEW YORK (NC)—Here is a list 

ference (USCC) on the basis of 
moral suitability. 

The first symbol after each title 
is the USCC rating. The second 
symbol is the rating given by the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America. 

Here are the USCC symbols and 

ar -I—morally unobjectionable for 
general patronage; 

A-II—morally unobjectionable 
for adults and adolescents: 

A-III—morally unobjectionable 
for adults; 

A-IV—morally unobjectionable 
for adults, with reservations; 

B—morally objectionable in part 

Cc. E 

Here are the Motion Picture 
Association of mee symbols and 

General eaiience all ages 
admitted; 

PG—parental guidance 
suggested, some material may not 
be suitable for children; 

R—restricted, under 17 requires 
accompanying parent or adult 
guardian; 

X—no one under 17 admitted 
(age limit may vary in certain 
areas). 

    

   

          

   

   
   

              

For Your Eyes Only. . 

  

  
The Lise ot the Detett- A-III (PG) 

penesde eles weet A-III (PG) 
ia: ae Looney acy eae 

ry Mor 

  

Private Lessons ............ C(R) 
Pursuit of D.B. Cooper .. A-III (PG) 
Raiders of the Lost Ark. oes)   

    

Victory 
were Linas IsIt ee see A4 

. A-II (PG) 
. ATI ee 

- ATV 

  

  

Heme 

Which Way? 
—Maternity Program 

(Live In Optional) 

—Educational Program 

—Pre Natal Clinic 
—New Born Infant Care 
—Licensed Child Placement 
—Professiona! Counseling 
—Out Patient Services 

Single Parenthood 

Family Stress 

love, life. care, 

concern for the opportunity to 
grow and develop,   

  

and 

  
Funded by the United Way. 

Daughters of Isabella and service fees 

(Non Sectanian Servier) 

for a complete | 
listing of current movies | 
showing in and around | 

Marion County | 
as rated by the National | 
Catholic Office for Film 

and Broadcasting. 

  

   

     Area Code (317) 787-3412 

2500 Churchman Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN 46203 

  

  

 


