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' , CHICAGO BISHOPS’ MEETING INCONCLUSIVE 

Communion vote ‘all but won’ 
Lift divorce | : 
penalty too 

BY THOMAS J. BARBARIE 
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CHICAGO—While the Catholic 
bishops’ handling of the Call to Action 
and their vote to lift the automatic 
excommunication for remarriage after 
divorce seemed to generate the most 
interest at their spring meeting, 
another development now taking place 
through the U.S. mail may have more 
impact on Catholics in general. 

Communion in the hand has all but 
won the necessary support to become 
an option in Catholic churches 

, 

Text of Call to Action response 
Pages 4 and5 ~ 

throughout the United States, ac- 
cording to reports from the bishops’ 
conference. 

The issue was to have been decided 
in a vote May 4, the second day of the 
three-day meeting, and a lively debate 
was conducted, > 

But the vote was inconclusive. 
According to NCCB rules, a two-thirds 

~ majority would be necessary before 
Vatican permission to give Com- 
munion In the hand could be sought. _ 
Another rule provides that if absent de 
jure members (Ordinaries and ~ 

« auxiliaries) are sufficient to swing the 
outcome, their votes will be solicited 
by mail. . 

Following the ballot, it was 
announced that the pro- 
Communion In the hand bishops 
had missed the 183 votes they 
needed, but that the margin was 

- close enough that the 28 absent 
members could push the total 
over the top. No exact total was 
given, 

One source told NC News that 
Communion In the hand came up four 
votes short In the May 4 baligt, while 
another source Indicated that fiye 
votes were lacking. - 

If those figures are accurate, 
Communion In the hand will be an 
option in the near future. 

‘Perhaps because of the Ine ROSARY, NOT COMMUNION—A viewer might believe the Pope's Holy Thursday Mass In ‘St. John Lateran 
conclusive outcome of that issue this photo giving First Com-) Basilica he distributed gifts to all the First Communicants 
during the actual meeting, other son Immediately after'giving them Communion. Communion In rf 
issues seemed to capture the Panamanian Ambassador to n the hand Is permitted in some 40 countries and, depending é 

limelight. photo was originally described In a Vatican newspaper on the outcome of a ballot by mall among some 28 bishops i 
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The spring bishops’ meeting drew depicting that. According to Vatican and Panamania absent from the meeting In Chicago, It may now become 

(onthe on Page 6) Embassy officials, however, Raul Is recelving a Rosary. permissible in the United States. 
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NEEDS TOTAL $255,000 : y porte sanions sor the ane: eae 

Catholic Charities makes “222228 4 Word from the Archbishop 

olea for help this Sunday 
The Office of Catholic Charities has 

disclosed financial needs totaling 
nearly $255,000 for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1977. 

In releasing the needs Father 
Lawrence Voelker, Director of Catholic 
Charities, commented,This Is not the 
approved budget ‘for Catholic 

Charities. Neither is it the formal 
Appeal goal. It represents needs for 

which funds are not available from 
current budgeted income. A balanced 
budget will be prepared by a com- 
mittee working from these needs, the 
Appeal results and realistic estimates 

of additional sources of Income. They 
represent continuation of the current 
program rather than expansion. To the 
extent they cannot be met, Programs 

will have to be cut.” 

Greater numbers 

mark graduations 
A total of 1,376 students will be 

graduated this spring from the 13 

Catholic high schools in the Arch- 
diocese of Indianapolis. The total is 23 
more students than were graduated 
last year. 

In the eight interparochial schools, 

including the Latin School, there are 
921 graduates, and 455 aitend the five 
private schools, all but one of which 
are operated by religious orders. The 

exception Is Cathedral High School, 

Indianapolis, which Is run by an in- 
dependent board of trustees. 

The figures on the number of 
graduates mark an Increase of 13 in 
the interparochial schools, and an 

increase of 10 in the private schools. 

ARCHBISHOP George J. Biskup 
will be present for commencement 

the word 

this sunday   
By Father Donn Raabe 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

“Falling Into place” 
  

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
Psalm 67;2-3, 5-8 
Revelations 21:10-14, 22-23 
John 4:23-29       

Sometimes when someone 
says something it's hard to 
understand. But later on it 
seems to fall into place, and the 
truth of it dawns on us. Jesus’ 
words in today’s Gospel are like 
that. He seems to say so much. 
You sense the depth and 

mystery in it, but it all doesn’t 
sink in until you pry around in It 
for a while. Jesus says that 
when the Spirit comes “you'll 
understand that whoever 
remains true to me, | and the 
Father will remain true to them 
and even dwell therein. So that 
the peace | bequeath to you is 
not the world's peace (absence 
of war) but a peace from 
within—from your Spirit united 
with us.” And so the work of the 
Church in the Spirit is to bring 
about the peace and harmony of 
living faith (Acts), that the glory 
of the Lamb might shine 
through us, thus bringing 
lasting peace-in-love (God's 
peace). 

       

exercises at Our Lady of Grace 
Academy, Beech Grove; Schulte High 
School, Terre Haute; Immaculate 
Conception Academy, Oldenburg; 
Latin School, St. Mary Academy and 
Ritter High School, Indianapolis. The 
Archbishop rotates visits among the 
schools each year since it Is im- 

possible for him to attend all the 
graduation ceremonies. 
Where the Archbishop will not be 

present, the Archdiocese will be 
represented by Father Gerald Get- 

telfinger, Superintendent of Catholic 
Education, Father Robert Drewes, 
Archdiocesan Director of Religious 
Education, Father Francis R. Tuohy, 
Vicar General, and Stephen Noone, 
Principal of Chatard High School, 

THE COMMENCEMENT exercises 
at the schools are the following: 

Brebeuf Preparatory School, In- 
dianapolis, will graduate 158 seniors 
at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 15. 

Providence High . School, 
Clarksville, will graduate 138 seniors 
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 18. 

Roncalli High School, Indianapolis, 
will graduate 176 seniors at 7 p.m., 
Friday, May 20. 

Our Lady of Grace Academy, Beech 
Grove, will graduate 53 seniors at 8 
p.m., Friday, May 20. 

Schulte High School, Terre Haute, 
will gsaduate 83 seniors at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 21. 

Latin School of Indianapolis will 
graduate 15 seniors at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
May 22. 

Shawe Memorial High School, 
Madison, will graduate 24 seniors at 2 
p.m., Sunday, May 22. 

Cathedral High School, In- 
dianapolis, will graduate 140 seniors 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 22. 

St. Mary Academy, Indianapolls, 
will graduate 49 seniors at 8 p. 
Wednesday, May 25. 

Immaculi Conception Academy, 
Oldenburg, will graduate 55 seniors at 
10 a,m., Thursday, May 26. 

Scecina Memorial High School, 
Indlanapolls, will graduate 160 seniors 

at 8 p.m,, Friday, May 27. 

Ritter High School, Indianapolis, 
will graduate 122 seniors at 8 p.m., 
Friday, May 27, 

Chatard High School, Indianapolis, 

will graduate 203 seniors at 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 31. 

    

The needs listed below show 6% for 
fund raising activity, 8.6% for ad- 
ministration of the Office’ot Catholic 
Charities and 78% for support of 
programs and services. 

THE MAJOR PART of the support 
needed is for Archdiocesan Social 
Ministri formerly Catholic 

Charities. This Is for programs such as 
Birthline (supportive Ices to 

Pregnant women and girls); Simeon 
Project (parish based services for the 

    

elderly), coordination of St. Vincent de: 
Paul work, ement of In- 
dochinese refu » and family life 
Programs such as pre-Cana, training 
volunteer married couples to assist 
priests In the teen-age “marriage 
guidelines, and blishing a network 
of volunteer marriage counseling on a 
couple to couple basis. 

In addition, Social Ministries 
provides administration and sup- 

    

    

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OFFICE 
(includes: 

“on funds from the Appeal for financial 
support. * 

A new item among the needs i 
Support for Ps pastoral ministry to 
Vietnamese refugees. This represents 
support of thé work of Father Mark 
‘Tran Huan Thanh, a newly arrived 
priest from the diocese of Delat, South 
Vietnam, who is working with 
refugees In the Archdiocese. 

SUPPORT, FOR Catholic Social 
Services and St. Mary's Child Center 
fepresents a small portion of their 
budgets (13.7% for St. Mary's and 4% 
for Catholic Soclal Services) not 
financed by United Way, service fees 
or other sources. The Board of St. 
Elizabeth's Home, the fourth Catholic 
Charities Agency, has not at this time 
requested financial assistance from 
Catholic Charities. 

Michael O. Garvey, Appeal 
Chairman, commented that the listed 
needs represent about 23% of the 
total current operating budgets of 
Catholic Charities and the four 
agencies. “We are, In effect, asking an 
average gift of $4 from the 59,000 
households who received the Appeal 
malling In order to match $13 of 
support from other sources.” 

salaries for priest director and secretary, ser- 
vices and supplies, dues to the National Conference) 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL EXPENSE 
(includes: computer services (billing, mailing, etc.), 
mailing arid supplies, membership in coordinated appeal) 

SUPPORT TO AGENCIES AND MINISTRIES 
Arehdlocesan Social Ministries 

  
160,000 

Catholic Social Services (balance of commitment for 
calendar year 1977 and commitment for calendar year 1978) __ 

St. Mary’s Child Center 
Vietnamese Ministry (Fr. Thanh). 

OTHER EXPENSES 

23,231 
20,000 
4,320 197,551 

(Debt retirement—Original note $53,500 payable 1/5 each 
year. Current balance $32,100) 
Rent for Social Ministries at Holy Trinity_ 

TOTAL NEED 

Bowman is 

new Chatard 

‘principal 
Lawrence M. Bowman has been 

appointed Principal of Chatard High 
School by the North District Board of 

Education, - Rev. 
Joseph Beechem, 
Board President, 
announced this week. 
He succeeds Stephen 
J. Noone, who has 
been named Director of 
the Department of 
Schools at the Office of 
Catholic — Education, 
The appointment is 
effective July 1, 1977, 

Bowman, 37, has served as 
assistant principal at Roncalll. High 

School for three years. Earller he 
taught history, speech and sociology 

for eleven years at Cathedral High 

School where he also served as Dean 
of Students. 

  

A NATIVE -OF 
‘ jowman attended Scecina Memorial 

High School, graduated from Marian 

Cemetery Ma College in 1962, and received degrees 

The monthly cemetery Mass for the 

Falthful Departed will be held at 2 
p.m. Mereveday 

el 
May 18, In St. 
In St 

   

    

will concelebrate the 
Is invited to participate. 

in History from the University of 
Kansas In 1967 and In Education trom 
Butler University in 1976. He also 
taught at Reitz Memorial High School 
In Evansville, 

A past President of the Board of 
Education of St, Simon Parish, Mi 
Bowman has served on: ti 
dlanapolis Bicentenniel Comm 
He is a member of St. Simon Pa: 
married and has one child. 

   

  

   

  

My dear Family in Christ: 

The Catholic Charities ‘Appeal Sunday brings to my mind thee 

    
   

  

thoughts | Wish to share with. you today. 

Charity Is what set the early Christians apart. The truth of their 
preaching was seen In thelr love for one another especially those In 
need. It must be the same with us. We can preach with reac and 
conviction only when We are filled with a 
deep sense of charity. 

A renewed sense of charity calls us, first 
to a deeper personal spirituality 

based on prayer and service to others. It 
calls Us to help one another In the effort to 
live as examples of Christ's love. 

of all, 

In this day of complex pressures and 
problems it also calls us to provide the OQ. 
special help that Is offered through the 
agencies of Catholic Charities. This help 
comes In the form of professional services 
In family life and child welfare. It also comes In the form of training 
and coordination for thousands of hours of volunteer service. Last, 
year people gave over 45,000 hours of volunteer service through 
Catholic Charities. This year in addition to financial support, we 
are asking you to give yourself as a volunteer. In works of charity. 

It Is to support these works that we appeal for your generosity 
on Pledge Sunday, May 15. Please help us In our efforts to build a 
renewed sense of charity in the Church. 

Be assured of my prayers for all of you. 

» May 2, 1977 

TEETER ETE ETE EET 

Devotedly yours In Christ, 

hag Ypbatg 
Most Rev. George J. Biskup 
Archbishop of Indianapolis 

    

    

     

   

2313 W. Washington St. 

Anna C, Usher 

Frank E. Johns 

Oa 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADS 

You are invited 
TO THROW A PARTY 

   

_ OPRY HOUSE 
Sg 3709 N. Shadeland 
Meals or Snacks, Music and 

Dancing. Call $46-6767, Fri, 
Sat. or Sun. for Prices. 
Also avaliable for Wedding   Receptions or other’ Parties, 
  

  

FISHER 
STOVES 

teat with Wed” 

A Fisher Stove 
Is for Heating 
and Cooking. 
Can Be Seen At... 

2.703 Brill Rd. 

632-9352 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

USHER 
iraurapois, ¢ Luneral Home, Inc 

Wm. A. Usher 

        

  
    

   

   
       

  

First Communion Time! 

Other Velis from $2.50 t0 $8.95 
Firat Communion Prayer Books, 

Black and White. 
First Communion Rosaries, 

Black and White 

Firat Communion Statues and Plaques 

‘Mail Orders Promptly Fitled—(Add 4% indiana State Sales Tax) 
(Add 81 

“We Specialize In Service’? 
Open Dally 9:30 to 5:30— All Day Saturday 

Kite Bros. Established 1892 
Catholic Supply House Ine. 

  

      

  

Queen -<. 
| for a Day! 
A crown of pearis is 

attached to this lovely 
NYLON. TULLE veil for 
that. most memorable 
day “Her First Holy 
Communion.” Attractive 
lace edging, set off with 
rhinestones completes 
this outstanding 
vel. $5.95 4 

from $2.50 to $8.95 

from $1.95   

  

to Cover Postage and Handling) 

(Va Block South of Ayres) 

119.S. Meridian St., Indpls., 46225 

(Area Code 317) 638-3416 or 638-3417. 
  

ministration of this sacrament. A 

Confirmation Questionnaire 
at On March 22, 1977, Archbishop Biskup charged the Ad hoc Committee for the 

Study of Confirmation to evaluate the adequacy of present procedures in the ad- 
lively «discussion continues conceming the 

theological, liturgical and catechetical development surrounding the nature of 
confirmation and the manner It Is conferred, 

The Ad hoc Committee seeks a grassroots response in this matter from Catholics 
of the Archdiocese, Your reply is valuable, 
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Filing Status (check one) 5: 
© Priest © Principal © Education Board Member © Candidate 

0 DRE O Catechist O Parent 0 Other 
/ _| | Present Contirmation Polley tor Youth i 

Current Practice In the Archdiocese of Indianapolis is that young people be con- i 

  

      

~~ 
IDC firmed at the fifth grade level where the numbers dictate yearly confirmation. In 

Parishes where the sacrament Is administered every two years, the age jevel Is the 
Indiana fifth and sixth grades. Where confirmation Ie given every three years; fourth, fifth, 

Duplicator and sixth graders should be presented.   
    

     
   

  

COAPORATION 
3642 West 16th Street 

1, Ate you satisfied with the present age at which the Sacrament of Contirmation is} 

Indiapapotis, nd. 46222 tered? adminis| 

         
   
       

  

      

ones : 1 : O Yes O No 

Quality Products: i 2. If you answered “NO,” would the following proposed procedure be acceptable to 
a a ee nT you, namely: 
GESTETNER : CANDIDATES ARE ELIGIBLE TO REQUEST FULL INITIATION IN TH 
Offest and Duplicators THROUGH THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIR TION seinen 
CANON \ O Yes O No 

Plain Paper C 3, From your experince, se eel yee, poe Ata Metronet nee 

VELO-BIND Reese 
Instant Binding Process AS comments:     

  

    SCRIPTOMATIC 
     
   

SUPPORT FOR FARM LABORERS—About 50 people of Is and representing Archbishop | t : mesh 
\\ ‘appeared at Holy Rosary Church, |. last week to Blak. Tom Weber ai, ccly ot thw ane ne Addressing Machines -} | Please return this Questionnaire by May 16 to; 

Committee for Human Equallty, pins a button on apts . TEN es pariepate Ina sevice tn support of Farm Wo 
K fire, meee attending were Moria &; Cau 

zis ofthe Antara 

    

. Call 634-5478 for , 
Immediate D 
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week s news in brief 

brut     

by no new 

Scheme nets imprisonment 
PHILADELPHIA—A federal grand jury in Philadelphia 

has Indicted: two Encino, Calif., men on 15 counts of mail 
fraud fora,plan to ralse funds from Catholic priests 
throughout the country In connection with the June 19 
canonization of Bishop John’ Neumann, In announcing the 
Indictment; David Marston, U.S. attorney for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, sald the two men, James Anton, 
37; and)Carl Budde, 27, face a maximum sentence of 75 
years mbareiet and a $15,000 fine. 

  

  

—— 

in capsule form 
  

  

  

  

* Doylestown; Pa. .”. 

Bishop John §. Cummins, 49, has been named by Pope 
Paul VI to succeed the late Bishop Floyd L. Begin as head 
of the diocese of Oakland, Calif. Bishop Cummins, 
auxiliary of Sacramento, Callf., since 1974, was executive 
director of the California Catholic Conference from 1971 to 
February, 1977... . Catholic Relief Services haa launched 
a three-month emergency effort to feed at least 12,500 of 
the victims of drought In the Caribbean island nation of 
Halt}. Drought in’ Haltl has been a severe problem for 
Several years, There no rainfall during last fall's 
planting season and as a result the present harvest has 
been poor... The Vatican weekly mi has 
editorially urged President Jimmy Carter and the West to 
keep reminding Communist countries of their pledge at 
Helsinki to defend human rights, L’Osservatore .delia 
Domenica cautioned, however, that speaking too loudly 
about rights violations In Eastern Europe could strain the 
delicate fabric on which the Helsinkl pact Is writ- 
ton. . . The firet complete edition of the New Testament 
translated from the original Greek Into modern Hebrew was 
unveiled recently at the annual Jerusalem International 
Book Falr. The work of a team of Hebrew scholars under _ 
the sponsorship of the United Bible Societies, it replaces 
the slation a century ago by Franz Delitz. . . Mother 

Pariseau, a 19th century Sister of Providence who 

      

‘did missionary work In the state of Washington, has 
become the first nun selected for honor in the nation’s 
Capitol. Gov, Dixy Lee Ray of Washington signed Into law a 

bill appointing Mother Joseph to the state's second niche 
In the’ U.S. Capitol Rotunda Statuary Hall. The other 
Washingtonian represented Is Marcus Whitman, ploneer 
physician and Protestant missionary. . . Cardinal John 
Cody of Chicago presented a check for $500,000 to Cardinal 
John Krof of Philadelphia, national chairman of the 
Czestochowa Trust Appeal, to help save thé financially 
troubled Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa In 

Pope Paul VI told world Trappist 
leaders to keep the “very nolsy atmosphere" of technical 
progress away from their doors. Addressing members of 
the general chapter of the Trappist order during @ general 

audience (May 4), the Pope said that the austere lifestyle of 
the Trappist is “doubly justified" In today’s world. 

  

  

  

  (oavor_ emir DATS ups OMA 3 

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
So that you may continue to receive your Criterion 

without interruption, and without having to pay postal 
forwarding cost, please send us the computer label 
from your paper at least four to six weeks before 
moving day. Include your new address and the name of 

| your new parish. Mail to: THE CRITERION, P.O. Box 
| 174, Indianapolis, IN 46206.   
      

* FREE SALAD BAR WITH THIS AD 
|AND, PURCHASE OF SMORGASBOR: 

LUNCH $3.10 of SUPPER $3.50 
ET 5-9 — Saturday 11-0 

or Sunday 5-9 
at 2 

A709 N. Shadeland (ppante Central Hardware) 546-8767 _ 

Brunch Special, Sunday 11-2 p.m, $2.08 
Al Noon, Organ Music by Phil Caudill and at 

Suppertime, in Perada — T. J, Younger. 
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Schools would be eligible 
WASHINGTON—Church-operated schools, colleges and 

hospitals would be eligible to receive millions of dollars In 
government ald for conservation projects. under President 
Jimmy Carter's pi energy legislation, Carter's 
proposal calls for federal grants of $300 million a year for 
three years for “weatherization” and energy conservation In 
public buildings and nonprofit schools and hospitals. The 
legislation Ia designed to provide aid to church-operated 
schools and hospitals, but not to seminaries or chapels. 

Doors closed to segregationists 
SPRINGFIELD, Ohlo—Catholic schools. In Springfield 

have closed their doors to those wanting to avold public 

school desegregation. Parochial schcol principals, 
following Cincinnati archdlocesan guidelines, issued a 
statement pledging that “no staff or program expansion, 

nor addition of classrooms will be allowed to permit refuge 
from desegregation.” Sears 

Abortion supporters meet foes 
WASHINGTON—Supporters and foes of abortion 

marked Mothers’ Day with demonstrations near the White 
House where pro-lifers raised in behind one speaker 

labeling him “The Boston Strangler.” Police removed the 
pro-lifers after they held the sign behind Dr. Kenneth 

Edelin, the Boston physician who was convicted of 
manslaughter In the death of a male child he aborted. The 
Jury verdict was later overturned by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court. Dr. Edelin the featured 
speaker at the rally sponsored by the National Organization 
of Women and the National Abortion Rights Action 

League. \ 

Catholic press must ‘form’ 
VATICAN CITY—Pope Paul Vi said the Catholic press 

must form as well as Inform Catholic readers, without 

trying to sensationalize relatively Insignificant news items. 
In a French speech to bishops of southern France (May 5), 
the Pope sald that “the Catholic press must understand 

that it does not have only the sypetien of informing, as do 
other newspapers, but also of forming readers with a real 
love ot the Church, and a loyalty toward the faith, the entire 
faith,’ 

Pope makes plea for release 
, VATICAN CITY—In beatification ceremonies for Blessed 
Maria Rosa Molas (May 8), Pope Paul VI made a surprising 
plea from the altar for the release of the kidnaped EI 
Salvadorean foreign minister and for a stop to the 
“despicable sale” of weapons and firearmsi*Pope Paul, 

      

who almost always confines sermons at Mass to strictly 
religious topics, appealed frankly to the kidnapers of 
Minister Mauricio Borgonovo for his release. The Pope also 
lashed out against legalized abortion, the arms 
violence, and other. violations of the “sacredness of human 
Tie" carn the ce mony at St. Peter's Basilica. 

2 yortaé b epaaba acter dar 

    

  

      

Father Carl J. Peter, 
chairman of the theology 
department of the Catholic 
University of America, will 

Benedictine Father Colman 
Barry has been religious 
Studies dean. 

Miss Nancy Brewer, 

  

be dean of CU's School of 
Religious Studies Sept, 1. 

administrative assistant to 
top officers of the National 
Catholic Educational 
Association for 25 years, has 
been awarded the Pro Ec- 

  

BECKER clesia et Pontifice papal 
ROOFING CO. medal for service to Catholic 

education, 
poor rontnceeal Bishop Henry T. 
“Above everything cise, Klonowsk!, 79, who retired 
YOu need a good Roof" as auxiliary of Scranton, Pa., 

© Free Estimates « four years ago, died in 
Scranton Mercy Hospital 
May 6, He had been a patient 2902 W, Michigan St. 

636-0666 
Jim Giblin, Owner 

there for the past 9 months. 
John C. Sciranka, 

Passaic, N.J., editor of the 
Slovak Catholic Sokol 

  

  

At Wilson Funeral 
nothing has been 
changed. But 
something 
etm ey 
added. 

“For line 0 
membert 4 tne 8, Pierre 

Indianapolis and Greenwood 
area families in time of need. proud 
‘nf our reputation as family friends, and of 
‘our long association with Wilson Funeral 
Homes. 

Funcral Homes, 
‘Thus, it is with great that we 
anmoonce the addition of our family name to 
the respected Wilton name. We pledge our 
continuing service to the community, and 

_reaffirm, our intention to maintain the same 

The St, Pierre family . . 

sivas" yee, 
§$t. Pierre   

       CHAPEL OF THE CHIMES ise, 
1234 Prospect Street 481 WW. Ei nat o 

© 317-632-9431 Sessa 

   
   
   
   

      

   
   

  

high standards at Wikion St. Pierre Funeral 
Serice that have long cracteried Wikon 

So you see, nothing has been 
St. Pierre family hag been a part of 
Funeral Homes for many years. Now, we are 

‘A part of the name as well, 

. Friends of families for five generations. 

_ 317-778-2136 

publications and president 
of the eastern region of the 
Slovak Catholic Federation 
of America, has been COUT) acta etiate 
Pontifice medal. 

Cardinal Terence Cooke of 
New York will receive the 
John LaFarge Memorial 
Award for Interracial Justice 

f for 1977/0n May 26. 

Dr. Paul G. Buchanan of 
Washington, D.C., has been 
named president of Ann- 
hurst College, a 350- 
student Catholic co-ed 
college In Woodstock, Conn. 

MAY 13 

The spring Rummage Sale 
conducted by the Ave Marla 
Gulld for the benefit of St. 
Paul “Hermitage, Beech 
Grove, will be held at the 
Hermitage on Friday from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. and on 
Saturday from 9 a.m: until 
noon, 

MAY 13 & 15 
“Musicale '77" will be 

Presented by the junior high 
school puplis of Holy Name 
School, Beech Grove, at 8 
p.m. at the Student Center of 
Our Lady of Grace Academy. 

The show's theme is 
“Cabaret.” 

MAY 13-15 

A Martlage Encounter 
Weok-end will be held at the 
Franciscan Retreat Center, 
Mount St. Francis, Ind., 
beginning with registration 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday. 

   

MAY 14-15 

The PIC Association 
(People interested in 
children) will sponsor a 

Rummage Sale at Holy 
Cross Community Center, 
125 ON. Oflental,  In- 
dianapolis, from. 9 a.m, to 5 
p.m. 

MAY 15 

The Women’s Club of St. 
Patrick parish, Indianapolis, 
will be in charge of the 
monthly Card Party in the 

WHO? NHERE AVL AVS s 8 aed 

ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR 

NHERE ? WHEN ? WHO ? 

The Criterion welcomes announcements of parish ac- - 

WHAT ? WHERE ? WHEN ? 

  

tivities. Keep them brief listing event, sponsor, date, time 
and location. Announcements must be in our ottioe: on. 

, Monday of the week of publication. 

school “hall beginning at 2 
p.m. Admission is $1. 

eee iN 
The Third Order of St 
rancis, Terre Haute, will 

host the annual meeting of 
the Greater Terre Haute 
Church Federation from 3 to 
5 p.m. at the Knights of 
Columbus Club, 832 Poplar 
Street, 

Dr. Nathan Van.derWerf of 
New York will be the guest 
speaker. He is affiliated with 
the National Council of 
Churches and heads the 
Committee on Regional and 
Local Ecumenism. 

  

The Women’s Club of 
Christ the King parish, 
Indianapolis, will host a 
reception at Christ the King 
School to honor Sister 
Loulse Hoeing, 0.8.B., who 
Is marking the silver jubliee 
of her religious profession of 
vows, The reception will 
follow the 11:30 a.m. parish 
Mass at Christ the King 
Church, 

MAY 16 

Our Lady of Every Day 
  

remember them 
BRADFORD 

t HENRY RUFF, 88, St. Michael, 
of Lawrence Rutt 

  

FRENCHTOWN 
t CORINNE GETTELFINGER, 64, 

St. Bernard, May 2, Wife of Paul 
Getteifinger; mother of Larry, 

Ronald, David, Richard, 
Brian and Paula 

O'Connor and 
ister of Armond 

    
Cathy Sherrod; 
and Herbert Pate. 

INDIANAPOLIS: 
1 JAMES= J. SULLIVAN, 71, Im- 
maculat rt of Mary, May 3. 

Brother of Margaret S. Hicks. 
   
    

t JOHN A. AUQUSTIN, 79, St 
Patrick, May 5."Pather of Violet, 

Irene, Rita, Charlotte and Doiores 
Augustin, Jean’ Zukowakl,. John, 
Joseph, Louis, Thomas, James, 

ft_and Richard Augustin 
brother of Joseph and Nicholas 
Augustin 

  

    

ft OTILLIE “SCHAEFER, 90, St 
Catherine, May 5. Mother of 

Florina Hendricks and Edna Fyte; 
sister of Mary Hurt. 

{ MARIE DUNN, 64, St. Augustine 
Home Chapel, May 6. No im- 

mediate survivors. 

t WILLIAM D. RADY, 87, St, 
Simon, May 7 

Genevieve Trumpey, Richard, Harry, 
Dale and Walter Rady; brother of 
Francis and Charles Rady. 

    

  

t GRACE ANDERSON, 8S, Peter 
and Paul, May 7. Sister of 

Dorothy Paul and Emily Treace. 

1 MARY ERNESTINE HILL, 65, 
Sacred Heart, May 10. Wife of 

  

Bascol; mother of Carol Krug, 
Rosemarie Willlam and 
Stephen Hill; sister. of William 
Mattingly. 

JEFFERSONVILLE 
t FOREST V. HUNTER, 66, Sacred 

Heart, May 5. Husband of 
Catherine L.; father of Michael, 
Daniel, and Susan K. Hunier, 
Therese W. Collins, and Bertha 
Nett. 

  

+ ROY C. MILLS, 94, St. Augustine, 
May 7. No immediate survivors. 

NEW ALBANY 
t DARYL V. JEFFERIES, 71, Holy 

Family, May 7, Father of Patrick 
J. Jetteries. . 

TELL CITY 
1 DEWEY M. BASINGER, 70, St 

Paul, Aprit 28. Husband of 
Daphine; father of Betty K. Howard, 
Franklin E and = Dewe; 

of Jam 
inger, Marjorie 
net, Ruth Frey, 
ind Evelyn Huff, 

(Bud) 

          

1 MABEL JAMES, 83, St. Paul, May 
2. Mother of Dr, John Mark 

James; sister of Dr. L. C. Becker, 
Loulse Spencer, Mary Agnes 
Clemens and Ferd Becker. 

TERAE HAUTE 
TIZETTA H, SEMANICK, 62, 

Sacred Heart, May 4, Wile of 
¥ mother of Don;      

  

t FRIEDA PREVO, 89, St. Benedict, 
May 6. No Immediate survivors, 

TROY 
t ANTON SCHMIDT, 91, St. Pius, 

May 6. Husband of Violet; father 
of Victoria James and Arlene 
Rudisell 

ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS 
t ANNA REGAN, St. Mary, May 3, 

Sister of Arthur and Dr. Francis 
Regan 

No Tacker 

Fred W. Fries Is on 
vacation. His Tacker column 
will be resumed in next 
week's Issue of the Criterion. 

  

Wash That POLLEN 
Right Outa Your Eyes 

Better than any eye drop, LAVOPTIK 
washes away itchy pollen. Laboratories 
¢an count the extra grains removed by 
LAVOPTIK, Eye Wash. Available at 
all leading drug counters everyw! 

  

CRAFTS U 
House Plants — Plastercraft 
10% Offona 

—Craft Supplies & 

Sign Up Now for Knitting, Crochet & Macrame Lessons 

Master Charge & Bank 

| 4810 E. MICHIGAN   

NLIMITED   
11 Wallpaper 

Greeting Cards— 

Americard Accepted 

357-4361 
  

  

    

  

‘The 

  2446 So, Meridian St. 
  

  

   

In- Your Charity—Pray for these Souls who 

were buried during the month of 

April in our Cemeteries 

Carroll, Hazel E. Calvary 

St. Joseph Crampton, William J. i 
Spitzer, Edward A. 

Brune, Frances Davis, James P. Schmoll, Frances N. Maauliniening c 
Burieson, Barbara N. Uimner, Helen 

Wilson, George @. 
<M    

Smith, ©. Patrick 

Catholic Cemeteries Assoc. of Indpls. 
Indlanapolls, Indiana 

  

    
   

   
   
   

   
   

   

  

   

  784-4439 

Circle, Daughters of 
Isabel Indianapolis, will 
meet regular monthly 
session at St. James parish 
hall at 7:45 p.m. 

Mrs. Cecilia Eschenbach, 
Mrs, Lenora Gunlach and 
Mrs. Irene Robinson will 
serve as hostesses. 

      

MAY 17 

The Newman Gulld of 
Butler University, In- 
dianapolis, will bring this 
season to a close with a 
Luncheon and Installation of 
Officers at Holly Hill at 

11:45 a.m, All members are 
invited, 

eee 
An Informational meeting 

on foster care to interest 
people in serving as foster 
parents will be held at 

Catholic Social Services, 623 
E. North- Street,  In- 
dianapolis, at 7:30 p.m. 

MAY 18 

The North Deanery 
Council of Catholic Women, 
Indianapolis, will have its 

Installation of officers at St. 
Lawrence parish at 10:45 
a.m. A concelebrated Mass 
and luncheon will follow the 
installation meeting. All 
members are invited. 

MAY 21 
The annual Spring Festival 

at St. Ambrose parish, 

Seymour, will be in progress 

PAGE THREE 

in thé church parking fot 
during the afternoon and 

evening. 

MAY 22 

A Qualification Day B 
fast will be served at the St. 
Pius X Knights of Columbus 

  

Hall, 71st. and Keystone, - 
Indianapolis, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p. 

  

° 
The Alum and friends 

of St. Mary's Academy, 
Indianapolis, are invited to 
attend an Appreciation Day 
celebration forAhe Sisters of 
St. Francis, who have 
staffed the Academy for the 
past 93 years: The program 
will begin with a Mass at 10 

    

a.m. followed by a reception’ ~ 
in the school. 

The Academy will be 
closed at the ev of this 
school yet 

  

MAY 26-29 

A Men's Cursilla is 
scheduled at the Franciscan 
Retreat Center, Mount St. 
Francis, Ind., for this week- 

end. 

SOCIALS 

MONDAY: St. Ann, 6:30 
p.m.; Our Lady of Lourdes, 
6:30 p.m, TUESDAY: 
Assumption, 6:30 p.m.; K 

of C, Pius X Council #3433, 7 
p.m.; Roncalli High School, 

6:30 p.m.; St. Simon, 6:45 
p.m. WEDNESDAY: St. 
Anthony, 6:30 p.m . 

   

    
p.m.; St. Roch, 74 p.m. 
THURSDAY: St. Catherine's 
parish hall, 6:30 p.m. 
FRIDAY: St. Andrew parish 
hall, 6:30 p.m.; St. Ber- 

nadette school auditorium, 
6:30 p.m.; St. Christopher 
parish hall, Speedway, 7 
p.m.; St. Rita parish hall, 

6:30 p.m, SATURDAY: St. 
Francis de Sales, 6 p.m.; K 

of C Council #437, 6 p.m. 
SUNDAY: Cardinal Ritter 
High School, 6 p.m.; St. 
Philip parish hall, 3 p.m. 

9600 $, MERIDIAN ST. (ST, RO. 135) 
Gol, ORCHARD GOLF CENTER 

PHONE 881-5067 

© A PAR 3, 2800 YARD COURSE 
(UGHTED AFTER APRIL 15) 

© THREE 18-HOLE MINIATURE COURSES, 
© 40-STALL DRIVING RANGE 

© FAMILY BILLIARD & GAME ROOM 

© CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND, SNACK BAR 

DESIGNED FOR FUN AND EXERCISE 

    

'HOPE 
IS MANY 
i THINGS... 

MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

Dear Friend: 
There are 1.8 million refugees in the Holy 

Land, each one the voiceless victim of a war 
that began 29 years ago. 

Mostly children, they are torn to shreds by 
war's aftermath. 

We mend them best by giving them hope. 
Hope is $5 that can provide a pair of shoe: 

Jean blankets, a chance to receive the 
the sacraments, 

Hope is a handful of practical-action people 
—priests, Sisters, and quatified volunteers—who 
leave their own homes and become refugees 
in the Holy Land for the refugees. 

AN They are people who feed, teach, heal, 
clothe, mend, fulfilling the love-mission of Jesus 
Christ, in Beirut, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cairo, 

TO Damascus, and trouble points in between. 

  

THE HOLY FATH: 

  

     

     
ALL Their strategy is service — the works of 
OUR mercy, person-to-person, in the name of Jesus 

READERS Christ. 

Just $25 will help one of them care for a 
® refugee for a month, 

There is hope in the heart of the blind child 
in the Gaka Strip because he is learning a trade 
in the Pontifical Mission Center for the Blind, 
Only $50 pays for a full month's training for a 
blind child. 

In Abu-Dis, outside Jerusalem, an elderly 
Muslim prays contentedly to Allah because a 

it from Ireland is at his side. it costs just 
$65 a month for his compi re. 

Six Sisters from India physician, two 
nurses, three social workers — live in Jordan, to 
work In the camps, They are no better off than 
the refugees, All six can live, teach, and work 
for only $150 a month, 

We beg you to help us keep hope alive for 
the refugees. Please pray for us and share what 
you can, Use the coupon belqw, I'll write per- 
sonaily to thank you for your gift, 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

    

  

   
   

  

  

Nonsignor Nolan 

i ‘CR’ 
Dear ENCLosto PLEASE Fino $ 

Monsignor Nolan: 
Lhe SEE 

Please name. ——— return coupon 
with your steter 
offering 5 

city. STATE. 21” cove.   
  

THE “Catwo.ic MEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

NEAR EAST 
MISSIONS 

1011 First Avenue * New York, N.Y, 10022 
_ Telephone: 212/826-1480 
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/aocumentation 

    

This is the text of a response by the U.S. bishops at their spring 

THE CRITERION, MAY 13, 1977 — 

‘Together we. 
and enjoy the life of the community of 

meeting In Chicago to the recommendations of last year’s Call to Jesus, the Messiah. (2) 
Action conference in Detroit. The bishops also approved a scheduig 
assigning particular recommendations to specific committees of 
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops or U.S. Catholic 
Conference for further discussion and possible action. 

|, For two years, as part of the 
Catholic contribution, to the bicen- 
tennial, a committee of our conference 
sought to involve people across the 
nation in a reflection on justice. At the 

national level it conducted seven 
three-day hearings at which bishops 
and other Church leaders listened to 
invited experts and concerned local 

persons. At the local level dioceses 
were encouraged to join a parish 
discussion program and invite 

Catholics to reflect on their experience 
and practice of justice. 

Many bishops, scholars, and 
persons active in social ministry 
reviewed and summarized the results 
of this consultation, Finally, 1,350 

delegates and 1,000 observers 
* gathered last October at a conference 

entitled A Call to Action to consider 
the results of the hearings and 
discussions as reflected In working 
Papers on humankind, personhood, 

nationhood, ethnicity and race, the 
Church, neighborhood, the family and 
work. The convocation met for three 
days and produced more than 180 
recommendations. 

WE INVITED this process of. 
structured public discussion in the 
Church so that we might listen to the 
needs of our own people and through 

their voices come to know more 
specifically and to share more in- 
timately “the joys and the hopes, the 

griefs and the anxieties” of the people 
of our age. Admittedly the process of 
consultation was imperfect and there 
are some conclusions which are 
problematical and in some cases 
untenable. This has been a source of 
concern. 

Yet. this two-year process was 
marked by trust and respect among 

nearly all who took part. It gave many 
people a good opportunity to speak 
directly to Church leaders. It identified 
issues and a number of constructive 
suggestions for action. It helped 

dramatize how the Church and its 
leadership are perceived by some, 

We are grateful to all who shared 
their insights with us. We feaffirm our 

commitment to the principle of shared 
responsibility in the contemporary 

Church, and we assert our intention to 
improve consultation with our people 
in the future, 

The bicentennial program must 

be understood In light of what 
Vatican Council Il has sald about 
the Church. Throughout the 
universal Church pastors and 

people have been engaged In the 
work of designing methods, 
structures and processes for 

bringing the concillar vision of 
the Church to fruition at the level 
of the parish, the diocese, the 
nation and Indeed the world. The 
concillar vision Is contained In a 
unique way in the two 
documents on the Church: 
Lumen Gentium [The Dogmatic 

Constitution on the Church] and 
Gaudium et Spes [The Pastoral 

Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World). It is In the light of 
the eccleslological principles of 
these documents that the 
process, results, and future 
Implications of the bicentennial 
Program must be evaluated. 

  

   

  

Fundamental to the theological 
vision of Lumen Gentium is its 
description of the Church as the 
people of God. (1) The focus given to 
this concept by the Council has 
opened the way for many movements 
of renewal in the last decade. The 
image of the Church as the people of 
God affirms that all of us derive our 
dignity from the same source: the free 
love of God who has calléd us out of 
darkness into his own wonderful light 
to share in the life of the risen Lord, 
Jesus Christ thus giving us a new 
identity as a people uniquely his own, 

At this most fundamental level of 

Thus the Second Vatican Council 
teaches that bishops, as successors 
Of the aposties, have received from the 
Lord the mission of teaching 
authoritatively all peoples so that all 
may at to salvation through faith, 
baptism and the observance of the 
commandments. (3) As pastors who 
are teachers we are called both to 
listen and learn from our people and 
also to respond to what we hear by 
announcing the Good News in all Its 
implications, unfolding its riches and 

applying to contemporary cir- 
cumstances, 

    

In any process of dialogue In the 
Church we listen, as all Christlans.do, 
for the voice of the Spiritin the Church 
(4) and the world; we also exercise the 
charism of judgments and discern- 

ment in the Church in a special way. 
For bishops are “authentic teachers, 
that Is, teachers endowed with the 
authority of Christ, who preach the 

falth to the people assigned to them, 
the faith which is destined to Inform 
their thinking and direct their con- 

duct.” (5) 

  

IN RESPONDING to the con- 
sultative process we have begun, 
therefore, we are seéking to judge and 
discern, to guide and direct a process 
which we believe can bear much frult 
in the Church today, We have to be 
both pastors who can listen and 

teachers who can speak. We seek to 

  

Christians whose faith in Christ Is 

“The Christian life 
is given to us as an undeserved gift, 

a grace; 

it does not originate 

in our efforts and aspirations 

although it requires our full cooperation.’’ 

the life of the Church, there are no 

distinctions among us. Holiness and 
Openness to grace are the most im- 
portant uspects of the life of the 

Church, to which everything is or- 
dained. 

t 

THE HIERARCHICAL MINISTRY In 
the Church is ordained entirely to the 
service of this plan of God, making it 

possible for those he has called to 
hear his Word, become his people, 

  

  editorials     

Worried authority 
The American Catholic 

bishops seem worried. 

They devoted more than a 
third of their letter responding 
to the recommendations of the 
Call to Action conference to 
reminding the rest of us about 
their authority. 

.The hierarchical authority of 
the Church has spent most of 
the past fifteen years reminding 
us of its authority. 

Pope Paul addresses himself 
to his authority as Supreme 
Pontiff in nearly every major 
document (and some minor 
ones) he issues. The rhetoric of 

authority is present nearly every 
time he speaks to Catholics. 
We are not quibbling with this 

authority. But instead of 
wasting all those words ex- 
plaining to us how authoritative 
itis, the hierarchy might expend 
similar energy following 
through with that authority. 

Oftentimes the hierarchy 

  

the criterion 
124W. Georgia, P.O, Box 174 
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Price: $6.00 per year 
15¢ per copy 
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Postmaster: Please return PS Forms 
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overreacts with its authority; or 
it underreacts. It Is rare that 
authority is exercised with 
balance. Our Lord was sald to 
have spoken with authority but 

to anyone who reads the 
Gospels it appears that the 
Lord's authority was sensible. 
That is, he made sense to 
people when he spoke and there 
is authority in speaking sen- 
sibly. 

The American bishops put 
together a lot of words in their 
response document but its 
authority is meaningless 
witho.!! some follow through. 
Arct hop Gerety of .Newark 
subn ‘ed an amendment which 
callea on the bishops to im- 
plement the recommendati 
of the Call to Action plan over 
the next five years. The 
document had been revised 
seven times before the 
amendment was attached. 
Without the amendment, the 
document would look nice as it 
gathers dust on bookshelves In 
chancery offices throughout 
this nation, 

The bishops spoke well with 
their authority in 
document. They were direct in 
identifying recommendations 
they could work with and those 
they could not. And some they 
could not they left open as if to 
say, “This needs study, it needs 
work.” The Church's experience 
and tradition does not flip 
overnight — just because 
someone has a novel idea. The 
burden of proof for new ideas Is 
on the Innovator, 

Authority requires tem- 
perance with action. And ac- 
tlons, as everyone knows, 
speak louder: than MOM ehe 

this, 

undeserved gift, a grace; It'does not 

2 

nurtdred within the Roman Catholic 
Church, 

In this community with Its specific: 

understanding of authority we are 
called to live in truth and by, love and 

10 be free with the,liberty Christ has 
Qained for Us. One of the greatest 
tests of the Catholic Christian's In-- 
terior freedom is to respond to God's 
word in the Church even when a 
decision may be contrary to one’s own 
views and to abide by that decision 
with a profound inner peace and joy. 

The particular process of con- 
“sultation which culminated In the 
proposals of the Call to Action 
conference was helpful and important. 
However, It cannot be the sole factor 
in. determining the pastoral agenda for 

the Church. It Is our task SS 
those proposals in the context of 
God's plan as revealed In: and through 
Christ. 

One of the demands of the divine 
plan is action to support a way of life 
in conformity with the justice which 
God has revealed and communicated 
to us In Christ Jesus, Both Gaudium 
et Spes and the synodal document 
Justice in the World affirm direct and 
intimate connection between - the 
mission: of the Church and the 

|. (6) This connection 
plan of salvation, 

    

   and serve, is understood by the 
as one of ‘justification,’ that Is, as the 
transformation of human life by the 
righteousness or justice of God. This 
has * powerful Implications for the 
entire Church, 

In communion with our people, 

~we have an obligation to address 
many Issues of Individual and 
social life in the light of this 
divine “justice. {7] The bicen- 
tennial program was Initlated by 

us to clarify and specify the 
Implications for the Church In the 
United States of a social ministry 
at the service of the justice of 
God. (8) 

    

Because this Is the justice we 
preach, we also recognize that we may 
not simply equate earthly progress 
with the spread of the kingdom of God 
of confuse the Church's role and 
competence with respect to each. The 
principles of revelation do not provide 
specific solutions to many social 
problems, nor do they constitute a 
blueprint for organizing society. In 
Proposing concrete policies In the 

social order, the Church Is aware that 
often, the more specific a proposal or 
program, the more room there may be 
for persons of sincere falth to 
disagree, 

The Church is called to engage in 
continuing self-examination in order 
to make its 
procedures more effective instruments 
of and witness to this divine justice, In 
doing this, we must keep In mind that. 
the Church is.a unique reality Into 
which we ard graciously incorporated 
and a society which is essentially 
designed by Christ. 

  

   

IN REFLECTING UPON its struc. 
tures, therefore, we can learn much 
from, human. organizations, but we 
may not draw too heavily upon t! 
The Christian life is given to us as an 

originate in our efforts and aspirations 

own structures and © 

to Church unity’ 
although it requires our tall 
cooperation. Reflection upon the roles 
and rights of members of the Church 
must take place in light of this fact. 

In this preliminary and partial 
response we can 3; to only some 
of the ny recommendations, 
general and specific, presénted to us. 
All are being referred for study to 
committees ‘of the National Con- 
ference of Catholic Bishops and the 
United States Catholic Conference. 
How they will be addressed Is 
described in the, final section of this 
document. Our purpose at this time is 

    

nation,” (12) we shall continue to 
address this abuse in words and 
actions. In ‘view of the recom- 
mendation for a collective pastoral “on 
the sin of racism in both its personal 
and social dimensions,” (13) we shall 
seek to develop such a document, 
either as a pastoral letter or in some 
other appropriate form. 

Inner-city ~ neighborhoods clearly 
require Priority attention by the 
Church,” (14) yet there is also a great 
need for its efforts “to Improve the 
quality of life In rural areas.” (15) The 
dilgmma with which such recom- 

  

“The Church is called to engage 

in continuing self-examination . ; .”’ 

to provide an overall assessment. of 
what has been placed before us. 

ll, The bicentennial. consultation 
reflected the participants’ willingness 

to: take personal responsibility for 
building the Christian community and 
sharing In {ts mission. Forthright In 
requesting episcopal action, they were 

equally direct in challenging one 
another and the community at large. 
The most lasting response will be In 

dioceses, parishes and the Ilves of 
Individuals. 

The consultation, Itself an exercise 
in shared responsibility, appropriately 
recommended “the further 
development of both structures and 
practices of consultation and shared 
responsibility every level of the 
Church." (9) We shall seek to develop 
such ways of helping to discern the 
needs and gifts of the faithful in the 
light of the gospel. We have already 

encouraged the formation of parish 
councils and diocesan pastoral 
councils. We wish to encourage these 
councils again as good forums for this 
dialogue to take place. 

WE SUPPORT the thrust of 
recommendations for continued ef- 
forts to eradic racial and ethnic 
discrimination, when un- 
conscious and unintended, In both the 
Church and society; to protect and 
foster the rights of Church em- 
ployees; to carry forward the practice 
of financial accountability; and to 
observe due process procedures in 
Church life. Catholic institutions and 
officials should regularly engage In 

      

   
formal review of their personnel 
policies and other practices in this 

| light. 
Hispanic, Black and Indian 

Catholics deserve continued support 
in their efforts to articulate thelr 
needs, as do the many other ethnic 
groups which demonstrate the values 
of cultural diversity and pluralism 
within the Church and society. We 
readily express our “desire to respond 
to proposals for action which come 

from ethnic, racial and cultural 
organizations," and we further strive 
to “facilitate and encourage efforts of 
such groups to formulate pastoral and 

social tion programs to meet thelr 
needs.” (10) 

There is much to commend in 
recommendations calling attention to 

minority needs of a cultural, liturgical, 
and social nature. We see the value of 
new forms of training for ministry, 
responsive to cultural diversity, (11) 
and- of efforts to foster appropriate 
multicultural expression within the 

Church, especially in relation to 
worship, pastoral planning, and 
education. Clearly, though, all such 

efforts must be consistent with the 
essential unity of the community of 
faith. 

Since racism Is 

   

  ‘among the most 
persistent and destructive evils in our 

mendations can confront the Church 
In allocating ‘its IImited resources 
does not permit us to abandon one 

area of need In favor of another; It 
underlines the urgent néed for all the 
people of the Church, not only its 
bishops, to be sensitive and generous 
in responding. — 

THE CONSULTATION spoke often 
of family concerns and the need for 
family ministry. Participants found 
much evidence of discrimination 
against families in society today, and 
some expressed the belief that even 
the Church gives too little attention to 
family life, “The whole Church, 
through the example of the 'ives of its 
members and through action un- 

dertaken in cooperation with other 
teliglous and civic groups, (should) 

combat those contemporary social, 
economic and cultural forces which 
threaten families.” (16) 

Comprehensive pastoral planning 
for family ministry Is required, In- 
volving Church leadership and family 
representatives, (17) On the national 
level this effort has begun and will 
continue through our Commission on 
Marriage and Family Life. Families, 
diocesan offices, national Church 
bodies, together with other religious 
and civic groups, should give par- 
ticular attention to media's impact on 
family life and undertake programs to 
encourage their wholesome use by 
families “as part of a pastoral social 
Justice program related to media.” (18) 

We encourage our national com- 
munication structures to move for- 
ward vigorously In this area, Also, 
noting the recommendation fora 
“family year,” (19) we ask the ap- 
propriate NCCB-USCC structures, In 

collaboration with other Interested 
bodies, to give immediate attention to 

  

participation In religious . ‘vocation 
programs and by active en- 
cout it Of those In’ seminaries 
and those training for the religious 
life.” (20) 

Moreover, the Catholic community 
should offer understanding and 
‘Support to bishops, priests, deacons 
and religious In thelr work. While 
continuing to. seek. ways to improve 
the quality of pastoral care available to 
our people, we urge them also to 
assume their own responsibilities in _ 
this regard. 

Some recommendations 
suggested the possibility of 
change In the Church's discipline 
conceming priestly celibacy and 
the ordination of married men as) 
priests. We concur Instead with 
the longstanding view of the 
Church, as expressed over- 
whelmingly by the 1971 Synod of 
Bishops. Priestly celibacy has 
great value as an eschatological 

and an instrument for 
pastoral service, and “the law of 
Priestly celibacy existing In the 
Latin Church Is to be kept In its 
entirety.” Also, “excepting 
always the right of the Supreme 
Pontiff, the priestly ordination of 
married men Is not permitted, 
even In particular cases.” [21] 

  

Much attention has been given the 
several recommendations concerning 
the ordination of women to the 
priesthood, We affirm the conclusion 
of the Holy See's recent Declaration 
on the Question of the Admission of 
Women to the Ministerial 
Priesthood that the Church “does not 
consider herself authorized to admit 
women to priestly ordination.” (22) We 
Invite theologians to join us In a 

serious study of the issues to which 
the document add Itself. 
Further study and clarification of 
these Issues may allay some of the 
anguish felt by many whose love for 
the Church is unquestioned, 

   

    

THERE IS A pressing need to 
“Identify, formally authenticate, and 
expand. ministries” performed by 
women in the Church, (23) Efforts to 
Open up new and greater opportunities 
for leadership by women are im- 
perative. We shall vigorously pursue 
this matter, as well as questions of 
Justice for women in society, within 
Our conference and other Church 
structures. ¢ 

Other specific recommendations 
pertaining to pastoral ministry con- 
cer the aged, youth and young 
adults. The needs of the elderly in our 

“The parish 

must become closely involved 

with the neighborhood and its problems, 

witness Christian concern 

for a better life for all, 

and work for justice at the local level.”’ 

this suggestion as a possible vehicle 
for new initiatives In this critically 
Important field. 

Recommendations supportive of 
vocations to the priesthood, diaconate 
and religious life reflect a com- 
mendable appreciation of these forms 
of service to God and humanity. 
Beyond question God's people, who 
have “the right to competent pastoral 
care,” also have “the résponsibility'to 
further vocations . ... by prayer, by 

   parishes and communitie: urgent. 
In our pastoral approach to the elderly 
we mustail recognize “the principle of 
dynamic growth in every age span and 

give consideration to the spirituality of 
the aging as a resource to the 
Church." (24) As we Indicated a year 
ago In our statement Society and the 
Aged: Toward Reconciliation, we 
Intend to Increase our efforts to insure 
that thelr pastoral needs are met, that 
they are included In all phases of the 
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COVERED BY TELEVISION—A cameraman focuses In on 
the action during the spring meeting of the nation’s 
bishops at the Palmer House In Chicago. The bishops’ 

  

Church's life and that Church agencies 
and institutions for social service and 
social action give them high priority, 

Youth and young adults need. 
similar ‘attention, including op- 
portunities for greater direct par- 

ticipation In the Church's life and 
work. (25) We welcome creative, 
practical proposals by agencies and 
Individuals familiar with youth and 

young adult ministry. Similarly, 
recognizing “the unique gifts han- 
dicapped persons have to offer the 

Church,” we shall seek ways more 

_-ottEtively to achieve “their Integration 
into full participation in the Christian 
community.” (26) 

OTHER ISSUES addressed during 

“Efforts: to open up 

new and greater 

opportunities 

for leadership by women 

are imperative’’ 

the consultation concern con- 
traception, ministry to homosexuals 
and the pastoral care of separated and 

divorced Catholics. 
We have frequently expressed our 

fidelity to the Church's. teaching on 

birth control, As pastors and teachers 
we too are concerned over “conflict 
and anguish" with respect to this 
Issue. (27) In rejecting contraception 
as a morally legitimate’ means of 
limiting births, the Church is 

proclaiming and defending the value 
of procreation itself, “a value at- 

tacked, though in different ways, by 
both the Ideology of contraception 
and by contraceptive acts.” (28). For 
this reason, we urged, and urge 

again, prayerful reflection concerning 
the necessity to live according to this 
teaching, so that the grace of God will 

give to all couples the power to be 
falthful to their mission of expressing 
In their tives the tifegiving love of 
Christ for his people. 

In continuing to seek effective 
means of “safeguarding the holine: 
of marriage” (29) in our times, we are 

determined: to observe pet Gael 
: “To 

      

   
diminish in no way 

teachings of Christ constitut 
eminent form of charity for sou! 
this must ever be accompanied by 

patience and goodness, such as the 
Lord himself gave example of.” (30) 

While we acknowledge the 
need for sensitive and com- 
passionate ministry to 
homosexuals and support their 
basic human rights [31] we also 
emphasize that “homosexual 
activity. . . as distinguished from 
homosexual orlentation, Is 
morally wrong.” [32] The moral 
obligations for such persons 
which arise from this fact carry a 
corollary obligation for all of us to 
fespond to thelr need for pastoral 
care. 

  

  

Recommendations ~concerning 
separated and divorced Catholics call 
for a clear but sensitive response In 
deeds as well as words, (33) In fidelity > 
to Christ, the Church teaches firmly 
that sacramental jes are in- 
dissoluble, The staggering rate and 
number of divorces in our country at 
the present time, many of them In- 
volving Catholics, reflect the tragedy 
of marital failure In a society which 
shows ttle appreciation for the 
sanctity of 

In tight of this, the Church has a 
two-fold responsibility. it must 
proclaim more strongly, not less, the 
Indissolubility of Christian marriage, 
It must_algo extend special pastoral 
care to separated. and divorced — 
Catholics, so that, ever as they ex- 
perience the heartache of marital 
failure, they may also experience 
Christ's loving concern and un- 
derstanding mediated through their 

fle Mrong‘atfor t stengan, asi lo ny 
here needed, | personnel 

  

actions were televised and sent by satellite to microwave 
and cable television stations from the Catholic television 

   others raise new, complex questions; 
these, too, will be examined very 
carefully. As part of the evaluation 
Process, the availability of material 
fesources to accomplish what has 
been suggested must necessarily be 
given serious and realistic con- 
sideration. 

Among matters which are beyond 

the competence of our conference as 
such to Influence directly we note 

. Several themes concerning the parish 

~ forcement, 

   
be properly equipped to render justice 
expeditiously to those who jest 
adjudication of their marriage status 
by a plea of nullity. 

Participants. in the consultation 
spoke forcefully of their concern for 

many Issues of justice and peace In 
our country and the world. 
Recognizing that only with sacrifice 

will this nation be able to provide 
meaningful Jobs, decent housing, 
quality education, and equal op- 
portunity for all its people, while 

furthering the cause of peace, 
jevelopment, and human rights In- 
ernationally, the recommendations 
express a clear commitment, which 

we share, to continue to work for 
these goals. In particular, we en- 

courage our national offices to seek to 
develop “new models of justice 
education at all levels" and to en- 

rch and evaluation 
area. (34) 
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THE CONCERN FOR human ‘life 
expressed in the consultation and the 
recognition of the need to restore legal 
protection to the unborn are 

praiseworthy. Comprehensive and 
cor int-commitment to the sanc- 
tity of life in all contexts and at all 

vbtage: development, before birth 
as well as after, is demanded of us as 
followers of Christ. Such commitment 
fequires many practical forms of 
action, including restoration to the 
unborn of their legal right to life 

through an amendment to the Con- 

stitution, (35) 
The consultation proposed a large 

agenda for national policy on many 
Issues. There were recommendations 
on such matters. as public action to 

achieve full employment, Income 
security, decent housing and health 
ca equal ‘ acce: to quality 

education, public and private, 
responsive agricultural and resource 
policy, sensitive Immigration laws, 

reform of the criminal justice system, 
respect for human rights In foreign 
policy, arms control“and disarmament 

and many other issues. 

We wish in particular to state our 
recognition of “the dangers and evils 
of the arms race and an aggressive 
military posture" and to acknowledge 
our responsibility, In collaboration 

with others, to encourage “peace 
education programs” which will 
liluminate the moral dimensions. of 
this urgent issue fo: 
responsible efforts on behalf of arms 
control and disarmament. (36) 

   

   

    

  

IN MOST CASES the recom- 
In- mendations on domestic and 

ternational issues are not co 
with our own publicly stated po: 
and provide a welcome impetus for 

continued efforts. A few, however, 
involve matters with which we have 
not dealt up to now; In some cases, 
the issues appear more complex than 

the recommendations would suggest. 
fe strongly encourage our com- 

mittees and offices to continue to 
study these questions and develop 
policy recommendations for our 

consideration. These efforts should 

   
   

  

. “We have 

the responsibility... . 

; to clarify 

the evangelical 

principles... .”’ 

go forward in recognition of the 
responsibility of the Church “to 

+ promote a critical reordering of 
national priorities and policies to give 
primary consideration to human rights 
and human needs" (37) in this country 
and abroad, > 

Ml. As these remarks ‘sugges! 

Network of Chicago. [NC photo by Bob Strawn] 

  

ions - 

fundamental obligation of fidelity to 
-the teaching of Christ entrusted to the 
Church. 

THE CONFLICT between a few of 
the recomierdalians and what the 
Church teaches underlines our 
responsibility to express this teaching 
more clearly and effectively. As 
bishops we cannot compromise 

Catholic teaching. Yet we have the 

responsibility to do whatever we can, 
with God's grace, to clarify the 
evangelical principles which lie behind 

these teachings, as we strive to im- 
prove our efforts to catechize on these 

matters. 
Other recommendations pertain 

specifically to dioceses, parishes, 

other structures and Individuals; the 

final response must come at these 
levels. Some matters involve existing 
programs of NCCB-USCC. or 
questions now being studied by it; In 
such cases the recommendations will 
be fully considered in planning future 
initlatives at the national level. Still 

which emerged from the consultation, 
It is worth doing this in order to in- 

dicate our support in principle: ~ 

IN SPEAKING OF their parishes, 
some Catholics tend to measure the 
health of the Church by the presence 
of the sense of community. They 
express a desire’ to experience 
community in ways they find more 
meaningful. Requests for home 
Masses, parish welcoming and 

Outreach committees, gr f 
liturgical variety, more opportunities 
for cultural expression and rein- 

and impro com- 
munication .between priests and 

people, all point to the Importance of 

developing the community of faith in 
families, parishes and informal 
gatherings of Christians. 

Clearly, the parish must become 
closely involved with the neigh- 

borhood and its problems, witness 
Christian concern for a better life for 
all, and work for justice at the local 
level. (38) Parish life should provide 

challenges and opportunities for the 

believing community to confront sin, 
suffering and injustice within and 
beyond the focal community. This 
theme was articulated in repeated 
requests for adult education 
programs, especially those Involving 

formation in Chi in ponsibility 
in the political and social realm. (39) 

Effective utilization of the new 
sacramental rites and of catechetical 
instruction for the young was also 
urged. 

    

   

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS, 
made in relation to social justice, 
noted the need to involve the parish in 
the surrounding neighborhood or rural 
community through prayer, service, 
and education, This underlines the 
need for supportive structures and 

. Programs at the diocesan level relating 
to pastoral planning for social justice, 
increased support for community 

organization, education for justice, 
the achievement of equal opportunity 

and family life. 
The Church In the United States is 

both a community of believers, 
pledged to fidelity to the gospel, and a 

body of concerned citizens. Reflecting 

    this dual role and the obligations 
arising from it, participants in the 
consultation expressed a keen interest 
in the Church's Involvement in the 
formation of public policy and the 
political ethos. We, too, are intensely 
Interested in the quailty of Catholic 
citizenship; and we agree that 
“parishes, dioceses, and other groups 
within the Church . . . (should) con- 
tinue or initiate programs of education 

aimed at greater understanding of: a) 
the way public policy is made; b) the 
relationship between public policy and 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
traditions and experiences of the 

Catholic people themselves; and, c) 
the duties of citizenship.” (40) 

WE CITE these two areas as 
representative of those where 

response must essentially come at the 
local level and where early positive 
action Is to be encouraged. In doing 

80, we also note the desirability of 
continued consultation at various 
levels in the Church concerning the 
implementation of such recom- 
mendations, 

As we have already said, every 
recommendation from the bicen- 
tennial consultation will also be 
studied by one or more of the com- 
mittees of NCCB-USCC, 

Conscious of the fact that the 
hearings and the Detroit conference 
aimed at providing us the material for . 

a five year “Plan of Action,” we direct 
the president of the NCCB to appoint, 

as soon as possible, an ad hoc 
committee to be chaired by a bishop, 
and to be composed of members of 

the NCCB and of members drawn from 
the Advisory Council. This committee 
will have as its charge to develop the 
tive year Plan of Action In consultation 
with our NCCB and USCC com: 
mittees. It will establish appropriat 
deadlines for its work, and once the 
Plan of Action has been accepted by 
the NCCB, it will have responsibility 
for oversight of its Implementation. 

Finally, this committee will submit a 
written public report on the Im- 
plementation process at each of our 

General Meetings in November for the 
next five years. 

We believe these steps will insure 
effective implementation and 

responsible accountability, to us and 
to all others, on the part of our 
national structures, 

The present preliminary and partial 
response is not Intended as a total 
response to the bicentennial con- 
sultation, Such a response must come 
in carefully planned actions carried 

Out over a period of time. But we do 
not forget the fact that hundreds of 

people came to us to describe how 

  

  

their lives are troubled by social in- 
justice. Others came to describe 

situations of injustice which they had 
seen or worked In. All came with hope 
that the Church can be a sign and 
source of social justice and peace in 

the world today. We have been moved 
by these voices. Perhaps the major 
result of this extensive consultation is 
the hope it has given.us that together 
we can bear witness to the unity of the 

Church of Christ by the justice and 
peace in which we all live. 
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Speaker was ‘sad and disappointing’ 

To the Editor: 

On April 16 at the CYO Convention 
at Scecina High School, the keynote 
speaker was Virginia Dill McCarty, 
Indianapolis attorney and 
businesswoman, 

It is extremely sad and disap- 
pointing that a woman with her anti- 

family message was the best we have 
to offer our Catholic youth at their 

convention. CYO officials stated that 
the CYO members themselves choose ~ 
their speaker, It would seem, 
however, to be the obligation of the 

CYO adult leadership to guide and 
direct this choice, 

“itis a myth,” she stated, “that the 
family is the basic unit of our societal 
structure.” “It is a fact,” she con- 
tinued, “that a recent study shows 
only 7% of American women are in the 

home In the traditional family role.” 
These ihitial statements set the 

stage for her “message,” which 
though camouflaged with her soft-sell 

approach was nonetheless there for 
nearly 300 teen-agers to swallow and 
digest. 

Her “keynote address” was no more 

than a slick job of peddling her 

women's lib philosophy of the 
sameness of the sexes while she 
intermittently promoted the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

It is unfortunate that this hard core 
message was so smoothly worded and 

delivered for often young and im- 
pressionable minds are the victims of 
such technique. The address was 
laced. with the benign and acceptable 
idea that our young women should 
Strive to be all that they can be. We all 

support the premise that all human 
beings should endeavor what they feel 
to be thelr individual fulfillment. 
However, Ms, McCarty refused to 
recognize true womanhood as 
something unique and separate from 
manhood. She refused to support the 
family. Instead, as is her custom, she 
promoted that women “step up" to 
jobs and roles traditionally held by 

  

men, She never once gave motherhood y 

an encouraging word, 

When asked about her views on 
capital punishment, she said that 

although she had not taken an official 
stand, she felt personally it was 

Fr. Widner’s approach is ‘negative’ 

To the Editor: 

For 15 years | have-conscientiously 
and deliberately served in this Arch- 
diocese. | have come to know. my. 
talents and abilities and | have at- 
tempted to use them well. | believe 
that | have made a difference! | cannot 
identify with that “naive sense of 
charity” that supposedly motivates so 
many of the clergy and Religious of 

the Archdiocese. 
Where was Father Widner (re: 

editorial “Blithe Spirits,” 4/29) when 
the leadership of women Religious 
were (and still are) expending great 
energy and time commitments to 
Inform—educate—the various 
components of the Archdiocese 
(Priests included) to the financial 
crisis that would Inevitably come upon 
us without sound fiscal planning? 

1 must take exception to 
    

successfully in the business world t 
path he Impiies, of managing her 

5 Nok Raving the experiance of ing 
PING SISTRY BADD, J can. OnIY, speek 

practical, frugal fare 
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Community and in openness to one 

another. | find Father Widner's ap- 
Proach not only negative, but also a 
deterrent to building the body of 
Christ, which is the greatest call each 

pous Is privileged and responsible to 

Sister Betty Sloan, S.P. 
Indianapolis 

Kesterman says, 

‘Give good example’ 

To the Editor: 
In response to the Sister who wrote 

in the Criterion of April 8, may ! say it 
seems everyone is looking for new 
ways to serve the Church. 

| think we need to give con- 

sideration to the things of the past 
that, aided the growth of the Church 
anf use them and possibly add a few 
new ways. 

First, nuns should be identifiable— 
not mixed among lay people 

|. Are you ashamed of the 
Ss you took? 

lly, how many parochial 
have had to close their doors 

due to nonuns willing to teach for a 
lesser wage than lay teachers? 

You will encourage vocations 
among our youth by giving a good 
cance of living your commitment to 

ist. 

: Evelyn Kesterman 
Brookville, Ind. ‘ 

probably wrong except in the case of a 
prisoner committing a crime while still 

in prison. She expressed personal 
opinions on the Kiritsis case, con- 
servation, and several other topics. 

Conversely, when asked about her 
views on abortion, she stated, “I have 
never taken a stand on abortion.” She 
did not offer her personal views on 
abortion, 

As a CYO promoter and more im- 
portantly as a mother, | am hopeful we 
can bring the beauty of truth and love 

to our youth at their next convention. 
A desirable speaker would be one 

who, in keeping with the message of 
Christ, would challenge our youth to 
“give” rather than to “take.” 

Flora L. Walker 
Indianapolis 

McCoy questions Hesburgh’s integrity 
To the Editor: - 

It is appalling for me to see you refer 
to Father Hesburgh as being the 
“most influential" in the field of 
education. What kind of integrity does 
he have? 

Writing in the same Notre Dame 
campus newspaper that reported 
Father Hesburgh’s clajm that his 
Rockefeller Foundation “has nothing   

to do with abortion,” Prof. Charles 

  

list thé Foundation's grants to groups 
working for the spread of abortion. He 
listed) about 10 pro-abortion 

organizations supported by the 
Rockefeller Foundation, citing the 
exact amounts of some of the grants. 

The National Catholic Register of 
May 8 pictures people representing 
eight different anti-abortion 

organizations, picketing Father 
Hesburgh at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
where he attended a dinner given by 

the Notre Dame Club of Chicago. Out 
in the front line a placard reads: 
Father Hesburgh—Front Man For The 
Rockefeller Abortionists. 

Stella McCoy 
Indianapolis 

  “SOUR FATHER LIVED UP HERE LONG BEFORE THEY GOT THE 
LET HIM Tel VOU ABOUT. 
HAROLD: HAROLD? ” 
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question box 

  
  

by msgr. r. t. besler 

Q. I have been married for over 25 
years to a Jew, having exchangéd our 
vows before a Catholic priest. All 
these years | thought | had received a 
sacrament and the extra graces that go 
with It. According to 
your column, 
sacrament 

Catholic Chutch - 
consider a marriage 
valid If it Is not also a 

We your 

Catholic can receive 
the sacraments, then 
Isn't It possible for me to have 
recelved a sacrament and my husband 
not? Isn't my marriage blessed or Is It 
merely recognized—recognized 
legal, that Is, Just as though It had 
been performed by a justice of the 
peace? 

    

Communion vote ‘inconclusive’ 
(Continued from Page 1) 

more requests for press credentials 
than any previous meeting of the 
Catholic hierarchy, and many of those 

covering the meeting seemed most 
interested in the question of 

automatically excommunicating 
divorced and remarried Catholics. 

Bishop James R. Rausch of 
Phoenix, Ariz., helped generate in- 

terest in the issue by a pre-meeting 
hint that the 93-year-old American law 
was ready to be overturned. 

And Dominican Father Thomas 
Kelly, general secretary for the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops-U,S, Catholic Conference 
(NCCB-USCC) told a May 2 press 
conference, “Obviously the law is a 
problem.” 

Father Kelly's evaluation 

seemed to hint that the law would 
not remain on the books long, 
and on May 4, In a closed 

ion, the bishops voted to 

k Vatican permission to 
abrogate the law. The vote was 
231 to 8. 

Although widely trumpeted as a 

major departure from tradition, the 
change in the law does not mean that 
the divorced and remarried may 

receive the sacraments: it means that 
they are not formally excluded from 

the Church's prayer Iife. 
“The lifting of the excommunication 

will encourage Catholics who have 
experienced divorce to know that they 
are not lepers,” said Bishop Cletus 

O'Donnell of Madison, Wis., chairman 

      

A. Where do | begin with an answer?, 
Let me assure you, first of all, that 
your marriage is blessed by God and Is 
valid. Next, | must distinguish be- 
tween a valid and a sacramental 
marriage and say that all sacramental 
marriages are valid, but not all valid 
marriages are sacramental. Step by 
step, | shall spell out what the Church 
teaches: - 

1. The Catholic Church considers a 
marriage between two baptized 
Christians, free and able to marry, a 
sacrament. Whether these baptized 

Christians are Protestants, Orthodox 
or Roman Catholics makes no dif- 
ference. Our Church holds all these 
marriages sacramental and, therefore, 
indissoluble. All other marriages— 
namely those between two unbaptized 

persons or between a baptized person 
and one not baptized—the Church 
considers not sacramental. 

2. The Church considers valid only 
those marriages performed in ac- 
cordance with her own laws. One of 

minds on how they would vote on 
amendments to the 18-page response 
document which they would pass two 

days later. 
Bishop Rausch, the former general 

secretary of the NCCB-USCC, 
criticized the response document as - 
“too negative in tone” toward the Call 

to Action. The document had been 
revised through seven drafts before 
reaching the bishops for their vote. 

On May 5, just before the meeting 
ended, the bishops voted 179 to 7 to 
approve the document, 
amendment by Archbishop Peter 
Gerety of Newark and 19 co-sponsors 

had given it new overtones. 

The amendment directed the 
President of the NCCB-USCC to 

\ establish a committee to develop 

the five-year plan drafted by the 
Detrolt conference. Approval of 
Archbishop Gerety's amendment 
was seen as a boost to the Detroit 
conference's prestige, and a hint 
that many Call to Actlon 
recommendations could be taken 
seriously by the hierarchy. 

     

  

In all, the bishops had five items 
requiring action on ti agenda. Four 
were approved: Call to Action 
resolutions which assigned to ap- 

propriate bishops’ committees the 
topics which emerged from the Detroit 
meeting, a statement on American 
Indians, another statement on human 
rights in Eastern Europe, and creation 
of an NCCB Committee on the Laity 
staff secretariat, 

  

  

      

    
  

= Catholic and a baptized non-Catholic. 

but an, 

  

THE CRITERION, 

these laws, however, applies only fo ~ 
her own members, and that Is the 
requirement for validity that Catholics 
be married according to the form of 
Catholic marriage, that Is, before -an 
authorized priest and two witnesses, 
In the case of a marriage between a 
Catholic and.a non-Catholic this form 
can be dispensed with by the local 
bishop of the Catholic party. This law 
does not apply to Protestant 

Christians except Indirectly in the 
case where they marry a Catholic. It 
does not apply in any way to the 
Orthodox, since now a Catholic may 
validly marry in an “Orthodox 
ceremony. 

Therefore: a) If two Catholics or a 

marry before a justice of the peace or a 
tant minister, without a 

tion from the bishop of the 
Catholic party, the marriage Is Invalid 
and not sacramental; b) if a Catholic 
and an unbaptized person marry 
according to the laws_of the Catholic 

   

The lack of a quorum also prevented 
the bishops from voting on matters 
relating to marriage tribunal 

ent Income     

Some of the bishops ‘made news 
with statements which did not bear 
directly on the meeting's agenda 
items. 

Bishop Mark Hurley of Santa Rosa, 

chairman of the bishops’ Committee 
on Human Values, praised tement 
the committee released dealing with 

recombinant DNA research, saying the 
statement would be more important In 
the long run than anything else that 
would come out of the spring meeting. 

ACCORDING TO ‘Bishop Hurley, 
“Science doesn't generate its own 
values,” and researchers are seeking 
help on the moral issu jurrounding 
DNA research. 

The document warned against 
adopting a utilitarian approach to DNA 
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' 
Church their marriage Is valid but not, 
sacramental; c) If. two baptized 
Protestants marry before a Protestant 
minister or a justice of thé peace, the 
marriage is valid and sacramental, 
presuming, of course, they were free 
and able to marry, 

3.. The Church claims to have no 
power to dissolve a sacramental 
marriage that has been consummated. 
She does, indeed, decide that the 
marriage between two baptized 
persons null and void from the 

beginning. The Church does, . 
dissolve valid, non-sacramental 
marriages for serious reasons. This is 
something new In the Church; and It is 
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WE OFFER 

Quality Memorials . . . 

Beautifully Designed 
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788-4228   research. Such research should be 
conducted In the light of fundamental 
values, rather than on a risks vs, 
benefits ba: the committee sald, 

During... lon given over to 
Individual submissions from the 
bishops, the leader of. the country’s 
Ukrainian-rite Catholics called for an 
investigation of the extent of Com- 
munist Infiltration Into the Church In 
the United States. 

Bishop Basil H. Losten of the 

      CLASSIFIED ADS 

  

Chtadee 

  Ukrainian Catholic Archi of 
Philadelphia warned the bishops that 
seminaries and Church bureaus have 
already been Influenced by Com- 

  

Air 

ls sacrament involved in a mixed marriage? 
Xs 5 c 

_ this growing practice of recent popes 
that has Pease theologians ne 4 
church * to change 
thinking about what It takes to receive 
the sacrament of matrimony. Older 
textbooks of theology and canon law 
‘argued that if one party was baptized, 
he or she received a sacrament even 
though the unbaptized party did not. _ 
That is not the prevalent thought 
today. 

There Is much discussion these 
days among theologians and canon 
lawyers concerning the problem of 

_ experts, What does this mean for you, 

  

’ PAGE SIX 

sacrament? With the acceptance of 
divorce by Protestants, why should 
they. be presumed to make the 
commitment to marriage the Catholic 
Church requires? =. 

We'll leave these questions to the 

the questioner? it is hardly your fault if 
you are confused. Take heart from the 
conviction that even though your 
marriage may not be sacramental, God | 
has other ways to help you, and you 
have the other sacraments and union 

Grinsteiner Funeral Home 
HAROLD D. UNGER 

Indianapolis,    
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BEVEL GRANITE MEMORIALS 
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RAMEY TENNIS SCHOOL—| COOMER ROOFING CO, 
BREBEUF—Beginning June 6] @ ROOFS oad GUTTERS REPAIRED @ 
{indoor lessons now at Park 100 Fee eae, GUTTERS 
Academy) “Play 'n Clinics,” Private, 636-7261 

  

with the Church, the great Sacrament 
sacramental marriage. How can a of Christ, 
Protestant who does not consider y | 
marriage a sacrament receive a © 
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Our4 & 2 bedroom. | 
apartments are 
loaded —with 

Indoor tennis, outdoor 

pee grounds, 

saunas, game rooms, 
outdoor pool, indoor 

pool, Willow Lake, willow 
trees, basketball, fishing, 
boating, The Tinkers' Dam 

AND only a stone's throw from the 
Intersection of 1-65 & I-465 

It could all be yours —from $175 
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Business Services 

PHOTOS BY JIMMY MACK 
Weddings a Specialty 

Portralta—Group—Fashion—Etc. 
Call 287-8613 or 288-1405 
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vafled temporary office 
signments. No fee. immediate 
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BREBEUF TO. BENEFIT—Brebeul Preparatory School, 
Indianapolis, will share In the proceeds from the Mayflower 

In Ladies Guild 

ms 

  

Classic women's golf tournament to be held June 17-% 
the Harbour Trees golf course near Noblesville. Competing 
will be members of the Ladies Professional Golf 
Association, as well as top amateurs. Brebeuf's portion of 
the proceeds will go to help defray expenses Involved In the 
recent gymnasium addition. The three Brebeul coeds 
shown above, who will be participating In the sale of 
tournament badges, are, left to right: Mary Ellen: Hill, 
immaculate Heart parish; Kethy Sweeney; and Sally Wells, 
both of St. Luke's parish. 

—— ad 

Home Practice Club of The Indiana Loves... 
‘* Watch Their Practice Sessions Free! 

— SPECIALS — 

Sign Up Now 

  

For Our Summer Program 
© Five week Tennis Clinic—10 hours of instruction for 

$25.00. 

Five week Racquet Ball Clinic—7 hours of In- 

struction for $20.00, 

e Beginners Swimming Classes—8 sessions for 
$10.00. ‘ 

  

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — Known as the “Iinfotmal 
Father James P. Higgins, chaplain of IU athletic 
executive director of St. 
Paul's Catholic Center, was been at St. Paul's since the 
presented the William Orwig summer of 1967. Prior to that 

of the Indiana University of SS. Peter and Paul 
Alumni Association, held Cathedral, superintendent of 
annually in connection with Cathedral High School and 
the University's com. principal of- Chatard High 
mencement activities, The School, all in Indlanapoli: 
award, honoring the former At the time -of F 
{U athletic director, is given Higgins’ observance last 
to a “non-alumnus who has year of his 25th year as a 
contributed significantly to priest, the Indiana University 
the Indiana’ University Foundation established a 
athletic program.” scholarship in his name. 

In discussing his 
association with athletics, 
Father Higgins sald: “i've 
always found If you have a 
deep Interest In something, 
you become part of It, and It 

  

   

Seek members 

becom: 
at St. Maur whole Interest outside of my 

work has always been in 
INDIANAPOLIS. — The athletics. My interest in 

Ladies Gulld for St. Maur athletes has been great 
Seminary, Indianapolis, Is because they have more 
currently conducting a pressure than the average 
membership drive for young person.” If forced to 

Catholic women who are name a favorite, the name 
Interested in affiliating with extracted probably would be 
the Guild. Kent Benson. The two have 

been close friends for four 
For Information about the years. 

organization call St. Maur = 
“1 don't think | have ever 

SonDinery ny (O17 he eae woary met an athlete who has 
Father Harvey Shepherd, Influenced so many by his 

prior at St. Maur, recently example and what he* 
Installed the following of- represents," Father Higgins 
ficers: Mrs, Mae Freeman, said. “And it Is an absolutely 

  

president; Mrs. Hortense true picture that the public 
Rowlette, vice-president; has of him. if anything, the 
Mrs. Vivian Valentine, real genuineness undemeath 
treasurer; Mrs. Mary Etta may be deeper than It ap- 
Abernathy, secretary. pears to be on the outside.” 

CYO Notes 
Nearly 400 boys compete Junlor CYO'ers from 

Sunday, May 15 In the throughout Indianapolis 
Twenty-First Annual running gather at St. Ann parish 
of the CYO Cadet Track Sunday, May 15, at 6:30 
Meet. p.m. for the Monthly Youth 

The 1977 version of the Mass. A dance will follow. 
Meet will be at the John 
Marshall High School Track, 
Indianapolis, beginning at 

New Youth Council Of- 

  

iil be elected noon. Team trophies will be "| 
Monday, May 16, at their 

Presented at the end of the monthly ting. The 

  

meet In each class and over- 
all team awards will be 
Presented at the same time. 
CYO admission fees will 

be charged at the gate. 

meeting starts promptly at 
7:30 p.m. In the CYO Office. 

Correction” 
  

  

    

  

Rowland Leverenz 
Tennis Pro/Manager 

4002 E. SOUTHPORT ROAD 783-6411       
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\ Looking for a good 

SUMMER CAMP? | 
( Send your children to 

yFORT SCOTT CAMPS, 
(35 minutes from Cincinnatl) 

June 12 to August 

Ages 7 to 15 

FUN IN: Riding, Swimming, Nature L: 

For information, call or write; j 

FORT SCOTT CAMPS 
426 East Fifth Street 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
Phone (513) 241-2420 
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J. EVERETT LIGHT 
CAREER CENTER 

WS,D. Washington Twp. 

1901 East B6th Street _ 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Over 70 courses will be offered In these areas: 

‘@ High School Completion 
@ Business Education 
Arts & Crafts 
@ Conversational Language 

A resident game for children 
nly $62,00 per week 

ore, 
Handicrafts, Archery, Camping, etc. \ 

In Indianapolis contact: Mrs. Leo Leonard (317) 251-7874 ‘ 

te ee a i es 

The CYO Office Incorrectly 

FLYNN listed the two winners of the 
Roger Graham Award as 

INVESTMENT being members of, | Holy 
‘amily parish, New y- 

Se mites They are, infact, members 
Bankruptcies No Problem of Sacred Heart parish, 

Firat and Second Mortgages Jeffersonville. Venture Capital 
Commercial Loans 

Construction Loane s 
Open? Days 9 {09 JAMES H. DREW 

897-7353 Corporation 
Indianapolis, Ind.     

teams,” Father Higgins has” 
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Capital punishment debated | 
in adult education program       

BY HENRIETTA THORNTON 

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.—The average 
time of a life sentence served is 13 
years, according to James L. Ken- 
nedy, director of safety for Indiana 
University’s regional campuses, who 

upheld capital punishment In a recent 
Panel discussion on “Capital Punish- 
ment In a Christian Nation” at St. 
Paul's Catholic Center. 

With Father James P. Higgins, 
administrative director of St. Paul's 
Center, as moderator, the antl-capital 
ae side was upheld 
George E. Huntington, 1.U. director of 
safety. 

Kennedy Is of the opinion th 
“some people are not fit to live on thi 

Award May 7 at @ luncheon time he was assistant pastor _ 

es part of you. My-earth.” Discussing rehabilitation, he 
sald that the concept has been with us 
for more than a quarter of a century, 
but Is still a myth. “Some people are 
not capable of being rehabilitated,” he 
sald. ‘ 

“IT 1S OFTEN said that some of our 
, Murderers are model prisoners which 

  

   

more or ‘less a_ contradictory 
ttement. People, Including judges 

and prosecutors, do not see the minds 
of the victims. In court, the prisoner is 
dressed up, fighting for his life, and 
the victims are taken out of the 
scheme. No one stands up for them. 
Those against capital punishment are 
the ones calling for prison reform, 
maintaining that they are dungeons, 
yet they want the murderer sentenced 
to life imprisonment Instead of being 

executed.” 

Taking thé opposing stance, 
Huntington emphasized the kind of 

value placed on human life, element of 
degree involved, and what happens 
when the government makes a 
mistake. “Capital punishment Is not a 

simplistic solution to the problem,” he 
sald. “Most people would not be 
executioners; they leave It “to other 
people.” 

He feels that most murders are not 
premeditated, only those by “hit 
men.” With regard to error, he sald 
that “If we belleve government people 

cannot make a mistake, then we can 
be comfortable with capital punish- 
ment.” 

FATHER HIGGINS observed that 
capital punishment is a highly 
emotional subject and that moral, civil 
and social rights must be analyzed as 
well as the area of effectiveness and 
the moral implications. 

"We must eliminate the 
emotionality,” he said. He explained 
that with regard to the Fifth com- 
mandment, the Church has held that 
there are only three times one may 
take a life—self-detense, a just war, 
and In the form of capital punishment. 
“The Church feels that capital punish- 
thent should never be a finitive ac- 
tion,” he said. 

“Our world has been mesmerized in 
that we never look at death until it 
applies to us. We must be equitable in 

our condemnation, and, moreover, we 
must be objective. Those who oppose 
capital punishment usually support 
abortion.” 

Providence events noted 
BY KAREN MERRILL 

CLARKSVILLE, Ind. — 
Two recent events mark the 
conclusion of a successful 
year at Providence High 
School here. 

Principal Robert |. Larkin 
has announced the ap- 

. pointment of Mary Boyce, 
Developmental Reading and 
Theology teacher, as 

assistant principal effective 

August, 1977. She will 
replace Sister Ruth Ellen 
Doane, who has accepted an 
educational post In 
Dusseldorf, Germany. 

Ms. Boyce, a native of 
Boston, Mass., is a veteran 

high school and junior high 
school teacher having taught 

for several years In Ten- 
fessee and Kentucky. She 
also was an. educational 

  

Intern at the Urban 
Education Center In 
Loulsville, Prior to her   

Joining the Providence staff 
last fall, she served as 
assistant principal and dean 
of students at Sacred Heart 
Academy, Louisville. 

In accepting the position, 
Ms, Boyce stated that “It Is 
very gratifying to be a part of 

several months, Providence 
High School placed second 
out of seven participating ° 
schools in the greater 
Louisville area math 
petition, The exams 
were given in November, 
January and March. The 

competition Is by school and 

class, Each school sends 
three seniors, juniors and 
sophomores as Its team. 

A junfor, Jan Lilly, was a 
first place winner, Other 
Providence students who 
participated and placed 
were; Seniors Larry Popp, 
Karen Losch and Kathy 
Losch, all of Jeffersonville; 
Juniors Brian Nolan of New 
Albany and Greg Uhi of 

Sellersburg and Sophomores 
Micky Villiger and Laura 
Jennings of Jeffersonville 
and. Michele Cook of 

  

Sellersburg. 
Providence Math 

department chairperson, 
Sister Nancy Reynolds, sald 
that “It Is very satisfying to 

know we are competitive 
with — thi schools In 
Louisville, some of which 

  

  

  

| Greenwood | 

NipiG 
NATIONAL BANK 
OF GREENWOOD 

offer complete advanced 
placement programs. The 
tests are difficult, com- 
posed of sophomore, Junior 
and senior level problems. 
Our students performed 
well, and we are happy to be 
@ part of the Math League 
program.” 

  

      

Pergonal Service Bank 

Member F.D.1.C,       

ALUARUAAALBAEDEBLEEAD 

go down 
with us 
RPL. 

   

    

   

   

Scuba Classes 
Starting 

May 16—4 wks.—Mon.-Wed. 7-10 p.m. 
May 17—4 wks,—Tues. 7-10 p.m   

Sat. 9-12 a.m. 

May 19—8 wks,.—Thurs. 7-10 p.m. 

$ Introductory Classes 

Midwest “13>. 

Scuba Center 
9508 Ross Ln. »-Indpis., IN 46268 » 299-2522 
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SUMMER TERM 
June 6 thru August 8 
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the Providence community Brookville Training In our Indoor Poo! 
with Its rich tradition. and preat spirit. Lam delighted to A WAUUAEABARALARAARAT 

be asked to serve as an epsl 
assistant to Bob Larkin, Pours 
whom | consider an out- It Ont Lawrenceburg 
standing humane 
educational leader.” Sey Ota 
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of Plainfield 

“A Good Bank to Grow With” 
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Hoosier Plumbing 
& Heating Co, 

Water Systems 
_ Plumbing Installations 

1127 Miller Ave. 302-3290 

Shelbyville 

Duffy - Warble 

Insurance, Inc, 
Complete Insurance Service 

15 Public Sq. Shelbyville 
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FuneralHome - . 
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viewing with arnold 

Wait up for ‘Late Show’ 

  

  
  

by james arnold 
x 
Some movie trends are so 

Obvious and’ peralstent that 
pointing them out seems like 

saying, over and over, that 
McDonald's sells a lot of Big 
Macs. It does take a long 
time, occasionally, for 
Popular culture to exhaust 
certain fascinations. 

That Is a_ hopefully 
graceful way of observing 

that “The Late Show,” the 
new movie off the Robert 
Altman assembly line, Is still 
another flick based on our 

    

nostalgia for the Old 
Hollywood. In this ci It's 
the Los Angele: ised 
private detective genre, the 
Hammett-Chandler model 
mystery tale associated with 
the 1940's and such tough- 
Quy cult heroes as Bogart 
and Dick Powell. But there 
are several ingredients in 

“Late Show" that, along with 
Its refreshing lack of 

pretension, make it at- 
tractive, 

ONE IS THE highly offbeat 
teaming of Art Carney and 
Lily Tomlin as the sixtyish 

detective and the mixed-up 
ingenue whose case he 

reluctantly takes on. The age 
differences are obvious, but 
the situations are also 
smoothly used to make 
funny contrasts between 

generations and style. 

Carney's Ira Wells clings 
to all the well-known (and 
now quaint, perhaps) values 
of the Spade-Marlowe 
detective—deadly honest, 
unemotional, somewhat 
seedy and cynical, yet also 
sentimental about morals 
and old friends, a “loner*     who plays ame ac- 

cording to an lished 
code as rigid of the 
western gunfig! 

Tgmlin is modem 
kook, Into yoga, pop 
psychology, reincarnation 

‘and mild Illegal activity, like 
dealing pot. She tends to 
make exclamations like “Pit 
City!" when thinge are going 
bad. 

‘She has moral feelings 
against violence, and 
repeatedly analyzes Carney 
as an old guy still playing 

  

    as potency symbols, 

crisis, she screams, 
bastard!" and decides she 
wants to join Camey in a 

romanticized Nick and Nora 
Charies relationship. She's 
the sort of hip female to 

whom Carney can say, 
“Would it really kill you to 
wear a dress?” 

This tension between the 

  

  

  
this week’s tv films 

  
  

FEAR IS THE KEY (1973) 
(CBS, Friday, May 13): A 
pretty terrible and im- 
probable melodrama, with 
several dozen crazy twists, 
that ends up as a search for 

sunken treasure in the 
Caribbean. This went 
nowhere In theaters, and 

  

PASS THE POPCORN!—Even seven month olds enjoy 
something to snack on with thelr root beer. [Criterion 
photo) 

  

    
     

   
2500 Churchman Ave. 

Let Us Help! 

St. Elizabeth’s Home 

9a.m. to4p.m. 

Pregnant 

2 

787-3412   
feeney mor 

Our Family 

Serving Your Family 

Since 1916 

Feeney Mortuaries 
Indianapolis 

Feeney-Kirby 
1901 North Meridian 

Dorsey-Feeney 

3025 East New York 

Feeney-Homak 
71st at Keystone 

923-4504   

should fit nicely Into: the 
routine nonsense of stan- 
dard TV fare. Not recom- 
mended. 
EARTHQUAKE (1974) 

(NBC, Saturday, May 14): A 

terribly dumb schlock movie 
in which an earthquake and 
practically every other 
disaster known to man hits a 
bunch of totally unin- 
teresting characters in Los 
Angeles. The special effects 

are ti only good thing 
about this disaster, and they 
consume a to’ 
about 15 min 
careful when you go-to the 
refrigerator. ‘Not recom- 

mended. 
HIGH PLAINS DRIFTER 

(1973) (ABC, Sunday, May 
15): Clint Eastwood directs 

himself In this brutal and 
grisly western in which the 
“hero” commits three 
murders and one rape In the 

first 20 minutes as an ap- 

petizer, Not recommended. 
PAPER MOON (1973) 

(CBS, Sunday, May 15): 
Peter Bogdanovich’s likeable 
and often visually lovely 

film, done In the black-and- 
white style of the road 

    

   

_ movies of the Thirties, about 
a couple of ' con-persons, 
perhaps father and daughter, 
who find love as they work 
the rural Bible Belt. With 
Ryan and Tatum O'Neal, 

Madeline Kahn, Recom- 
mended for adults and 
mature youth, 
COLD TURKEY (1971) 

(CBS, Monday, May 16): 
Norman (“All In the Family") 
Lear's broad and obvious, 
but occasionally hilarious, 

spoof of small-town 
America, as a rural lowa 
hamlet tries to win $25 
million by abstaining from 

smoking for 30 days. Dick 
Van Dyke stars as a status- 
climbing, all-American boy 
minister. There are early 
hints of Lear's Mary Hart- 

man. Passable en- 
tertainment for adults and 
mature youth who are not 

easily offended. 

  

characters, and ..thelr 
eventual: affection for. each 
other, are the central 
amusements. But another 
plus Is the tone of low-key 
spoofing of the genre by 
writer-director Robert 
Benton (“Bad Company”). 

. It doesn't offend admirers 
of the old films. (as 
“The Long Goodbye” and 
“Chinatown”. did), and 
allows audiences to enjoy 

the mystery on the surface 
level even If they don't catch 
of understand all the classic kidnaped 
references. In terms of sex 

and violence, . “Late: Show” 
(the title suggests its basic 
‘orlentation) Io also. 
pleasantly underplayed, 
though far from antiseptic. 

LIKE. MOST of: the old 
private eye flicks, this one 
has familiar © standard 

motivated to find the 

fence for stolen appliances, 
fanging from TV. sets and 
stereos to cars. Roche, of 
course, comes equipped 

} plot. Camey's old detective 
pal ia killed, and he Is 

  

    
   

with a gorgeous and 
landering wife 
saldy) and a nasty 

(John Considine), 

doing Tomlin shticks, the 
mystery and the gentle 

Off the mys 
cliches blend painlessly. 
‘Thus, the age of the Carney 
character provides oc- 
casional perforated ulcer 
attacks, which ‘launch him 
into a tirade against VA 
ene and Geet In 
rying to bribe Carney from 
ia large stock of junk, 
loche often sounds like a TV 

pitchman, etc. 

THE LOOK AND SOUND 
of the old movies Is imitated 

  

  
from the uscc film and broadcasting office 

  
  

(Joanna » 
with sensitivity and class 
(the mournful sax or soft | 
bistro female vocal on the * 
soundtrack, the shadowy 
Interiors, Including one ~ 
shimmering with tight | 
reflected from an’ Indoor» 
spool), There is a ‘ 

blockbuster (we hava enough 
of them), but .a little 94- 
minute movie that 
its modest goals {ike an 
eight-foot putt neatly. into 
the “cup. [Rating A-3: 
unobjectionable for } 

Two tales for TV teach as well as entertain 
Charles Dickens continues 

to ‘interest. filmmakers 
because writings abound 
In memorable characters 
presented so vividly that 
they are already screeresize. 
What Is not so easy’ for 
filmmakers to deal with, 
however, Is the social 
background out of which 
these characters sprang— 
the squalor and blight of the 

industrial Revolution. ; That 
Dickens was a8 much “a 
social critic and reformer as 
he was a storyteller may. be 
seen in this four-part 
erialization of his novel, 

Hard Times, now being alred 
Wednesday evenings at 8 

p.m. on PBS. ; 

Dickens, of course, had 
had first-hand experience of 
what It meant to be poor at a 
time when Industrialism was 
In full sway—as a child, he 
had worked 12 to 15 hours a 
day for pennies in a blacking 
factory, Latdr, as a aelf- 
taught writer, It was natural 

that he call attention to the 
lot of the poor In his popular 
novels. Hard Times, written 
In 1854 when he was already 
famous and In his prime as 
an author, was occasioned 
by a visit to.a factory town 
where people lived in 

conditions so appailing that 
he was moved to write’a 
navel whose purpose was'to 

shock the public ihto 
changing an Industfial 
system bullt bpon ‘human 
misery, 

Hard Times looks squarely 
at the Injustices and 
Inequitles of early capitaligm 
but It sees beyond the 
Present to a better and more 
hopeful future. In achieving 
this double vision, t! 
proceeds by a fot 
contrasts between the way 
life and people are and what 
they might be, between the 
profit motive and the human 
spirit, between the head and 
the heart. 

The story is» sete.In 
mythical Coketown where 
the factories spew out their 
toxic fumes and the hum of 
machinery canbe heard. in 
the lowest hovel as in the 
establishments of the rich, A 
circus has arrived in town 

      

Commendatory gesture 
The Catholic Bishops of 

the’ United States at their 
General meeting in Chicago 
May 4 unanimously ap- 
proved the following 
resolution; 

“Jesus of Nazareth, the 
recent television 
dramatization of the life of 
Our Lord, was a profoundly 
spiritual experience for 
millions of viewers. We 
commend Franco Zeffirelli, 
the National Broadcasting 
Company, and all associated 
with the program for this 
contribution to the religious 
and cultural life of the 
nation, We are also happy to 
note that the large audience 
attracted by Jesus. of 
Nazareth demonstrates 

conclusively that, 

treated with sensitive 
professionalism, religious 
themes are capable ‘of 
winning widespread viewer 
acceptance In primetime 
television.” 

when 
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For Free Inspection Call 
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Pest Control 
356-2401 

10% Off to Criterion Readers r   

and trom It comes a young 
girl seeking to Improve her 

mind In Mr. Gradgrind's 
school for indigent children. 
Here she is taught that fact 
Is more practical than fancy, 

that It Is better to be able to 
define a horse than to enjoy 
watching one. 

AS IN ALL OF Dickens, 
there are numberous. plot 
complications and many 
major characters, but the 
story essentially concems 

Gradgrind’s education in a 
truer understanding of life 
than he has In these opening 
scenes where he Is shown 
trying to crush the 
Imagination of his pupils 
and tum them Into “iittle 
parrots and small calculating 
machines." 

In ‘condemning © the 
economic system of his time 
for Its dehumanizing ex- 
ploitation of the working 
class, Dickens appealed not 

only to human compassion 
but to a vision of humanity 

than that of 
self-in- 

  

Made in England by 

Granada Television, this fine 
period production of one of 

"most heartfelt 
Is captivating as 

dramatic entertainment as 
well as cultural’ history. 
Dickens expressed his view 
of mankind’ Ih ‘ter 
factory, the circu: 

school—work, leisure, and 
the human spirit—and It Is 
the ‘lasting | value of! this 
adaptation to have given a 
New life to these Images by 

redeeming them from the 
Printed page. 

xk * 

Because of parental 

     

  

    

domestic difficulties of one 
kind. of another, three 
youngsters find themselves 
sharing a foster home. The 
way In which they learn to 
get along with each other In 

their new environment Is’ the 
story of The Pinballs, in the 
“Afterschool Specials” 
series, alring Wednesday, 
May 18 at 4:30 -8:30 p.m. on 
the ABC Television Network. 

The* central character Is 
Carlie, a teenager who can't 
get along with her stepfather 
and has developed an 

abrasive attitude: towards 
people in general. Harvey is 
a withdrawn teenager whose 

legs have been broken In an 
accident caused by his 
father, 

THE THIAD KID Is serious, 
eight-year-old Thomas J., a 
foundling ralsed by two old 
ladies who are now In the 
hospital. The-foster: parents 
are loving and supportive but 
itIs Carile who must take the 
lead In helping herself and 
the other two overcome their 
problems, 

The title\:fefers to 
something Carlile says about 
kids like her being pinbalis 
who can’t help themselves: 
“They hit bumpers and lights 
and as soon as they settle 

down, somebody puts 
another dime in." Later, she 
realizes the error of this 
analogy and decides to help 

Harvey overcome his 
feelings of total an- 
donmeht, 

  

THIS IS A-WARM and af- 
fectionate little drama that 
holds one's attention. by 
achieving empathy with the 
characters Instead of relying 

upon the souped-up ex- 
cltement of other TV 
Programs. The children's 
roles afe nicely drawn with’ 
natural bits of charac- 
terization: Carlle’s habit of 
referring to herself as the 
“Slave of the World” when 
anyone asks her to do 
anything, Harvey's penchant 
for making lists of things 
lke “Gifts | Wanted But 
Never Got,” and little 

Thomas J.'s shouting 
because the ladies who, 

raised him were hard of 
hearing. : 

Produced by Martin 

Tahse, who has been one of 
the stalwarts In providing 

8 for the “ABC) 
school Specials’? 

series, this show Is in-) 
telligent entertainment with~ 
a strong message of helping | 
yourself by helping others. 1 

    

   

  

  

People will 

  

Elizabeth Kubler Ross, M.D. 

Explores ‘ 

The Death Experience 

  

    

    

Elisabeth Kubler Ross, 
M.D.,,with the. entire 
cast of People Helping 

present 
“LIFE, MUSIC AND 
TRANSITIONS” at 
Marker Square Atena on 
May 21, 1977 from 1:30 to 
4:00 PM. Dr. Ross, a 
Swiss-born psychiatrist, is the foremost authority 
in the world on the death experience, 

Tickets Gn sale at Market Square Arena. For 
mail onder send ticket request with check or 

money order to PEOPLE HELPING 
PEOPLE, INC., 300 E. 

St.. Indianapolis 
Ticket prices are $10.00, 
$7.50, and $5.00. 

Inc. < 

i Market Square Arena : 
Saturday, M 1977 
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m, 
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God! 
The greatest of God’s many 

gifts to us begins when we 

die—the gift of eternal life. But 

. . . His work on‘earth must go” 
on. The expanding Catholic 

population of the mission area 
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upon Church authorities for new 
high schools, 

hospitals, new churches and 
seminaries, 
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HOME AND 
FOREIGN 

hundreds of- other purposes It | 
now cannot afford. 

Almost everyone should have 

a will—so what better time to 
remember Him who has not 
forgotten you? After your own 

loved ones are provided for, a 
bequest to the work of the Lord 

_ will take you to Him witha gift | 
in your hands. 

MISSIONS _ 
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By Father John J. Castelot 

Throughout the greater part of the Old 
Testament period death was a dark, fear- 
some mystery, the result of cosmic forces 
of evil over which humanity had no con- 
trol. The story of the Fall (Gn. 2-3) clear- 
ly reflects the notion that death entered 
the scprie as a result of mankind’s suc- 
cumbing to the forces of evil. Having 
been once stated in this earliest of the 
traditions, the idea is not explicitly res- 
tated until it turns up in some of the late 
books, as in Sirach 25,23: ‘In woman 
(Eve) was sin’s beginning and because of 
her we all die.” But whether stated or 
not, the feeling that death is the empire 
of mysterious evil powers is always there, 
bringing with it a deep sense of helpless- 
ness and hopelessness. Death could not 
touch God, of course, who is always in 
control of all the forces of the universe, 
ba man_ had alienated himself from 

od. 
This alienation was, fortunately, not 

absolute. While man had forfeited this 
most precious gift of immortality, he 
could still seek God’s favor, and under 
the circumstances, the greatest favor he 
could ask was a long life, free of illness 
and pain. But eventually death had its 
day, and that was the end of everything, 
except for some shadowy sort of inert 
existence in Sheol, the Pit. Just one thin 
ray of hope shines through, again in a 
very late book, the second century Book 
of Daniel; Read Dn. 12,2-3. 

THERE IS THE clear expression of 
the immortality of the soul in Wisdom 3. 
This book, however, written in Greek in 
Alexandria, reflects the speculations of 
Greek philosophy, alien to Hebrew 
thought and psychology, which knew 
nothing of a “‘soul.”’ Its teaching in this 
area exerted no influence on the biblical 
outlook and it was eventually excluded 
from the Jewish canon of Scripture. 

The New Testament echoes the Old 
Testament views on death, but with a 
dramatic difference. Where before there 
was hopelessness, helplessness, now 
there is hope and assurance of victory 
over the last stronghold of evil. It was 
Jesus who conquered death, and He did 
so, paradoxically, by dying. The victory 
was not easy, and it is consoling to recall 
that Jesus dreaded death as much as we 
do. As He approached the Garden of 
Olives, He said to His disciples: ‘My 
heart is nearly broken with sorrow and 
distress. Remain here and stay awake 
with me” (Mt. 26,38). 

Recall the agony which followed, dur- 
ing which He begged the Father three 
times to spare Him. And “‘in his anguish 
he prayed with all the greater intensity, 
and his sweat became like drops of blood 
falling to he ground’ (Lk. 22,44). His 
shriek of abandonment on the cross is 

<THE CRITERIO 
ae Ee 

O Death, where is your victory’ 
-into his death we were buried with him, 

  

terrifying (Mk. 15,34; Mt. 27,46). Still, 
each prayer in the garden was followed 
by an acceptance of God’s will, and His 
cry on the cross followed by: ‘Father, 
into your hands I commend irit”’ 
(Lk. 23,46). ples ia 

THE AUTHOR of Hebrews sums it 
up in this moving passage: 

In the days when he was in the flesh, 
he offered prayers and supplications with 
loud cries and tears to God, who was able 
to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverence. Son 
though he was, he learned obedience 
from what he suffered; and when _per- 
fected, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him. . . (Heb 
J, 7-9; see Phil 2,5-11). 
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God did indeed hear His prayer and 
“‘save him from ‘death,”’ not by sparing 
Him the agony of dying, but even more 
marvelously, by raising Him from the 
dead. The victory over death had been 
won, and Jesus became ‘the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him.’’ - 

Again and again the Scriptures insist 
that we who are one with Christ will 
share His experience: death, yes, but vic- 
tory over death in resurrection also, Read 
the whole magnificent ch: 15 of 1 Cor- ’ 
inthians. But perhaps the most striking 
presentation of this truth is in Romans 6, 
where Paul says: 

ARE YOU NOT aware that we who 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were bap- 
tized into his death? Through baptism 

So that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might live a new life. If we have been 
united with him through likeness to his 
death, so shall we be through a like 
resurrection (Rom. 6,3-5). 

What, is the Christian ‘attitude to 
death? St: Paul answers once more: 

When the corruptible frame takes on 
incorruptibility and the mortal immor- 
tality, then will the saying of Scripture be 
fulfilled: ‘Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory.” “*O Death, where is your victory? 
O déath, where is your sting?” The sting 
of death is sin,. . . But thanks be to God 
who has given us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15, 54-57). 

“ 1977 by NC News Service 
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those last 

minutes 
By Father Joseph M. Champlin 

While I was in the last years of prepara- 
tion for the priesthood, my mother once 
said to me: “After you are. ordained, 
remember your first obligation is to the 
people of the parish, not to me.”? __ - 

Little did I, or she, realize what this 
would mean for both of us when she died 
a decade later. 

Our family struggled for two years 
prior to that death as we watched a fatal 
cancer gradually-wear*my ‘mother down 
and out. I traveled home each week on 
my day off to visit her. I even anointed 
my mother at 4:00 a.m. in a Syracuse 
hospital during one critical situation in 
which she suddenly experienced a heart 
failure: However, she recovered: from 
that crisis and returned to die in her own 
house, in her own bed, in the arms of her 
patient caring, loving husband. 

I WASN'T there. At the moment of 
her death I was in the Cathedral parish 

| have come to 
By Mary Maher 

My brother who was a hospital chap- 
lain at the Mayo Clinic hospitals for over 
eight years once told me he had helped 
2,000 people die. One night recently, he 
was talking with a friend of mine who is 
studying death education: As they talked, 
I understood how valuable both theory 
and experience are to the understanding 
of death and I wondered if the theory and 
experience would take hold in my death. 
For it is the experience of my death that I 
have no understanding of. For any of us, 
‘“tmy. death’? is one of the unique, 
mysterious moments which bring to ter- 
mination the process we call life. 

The act of death is not simply the 
object of a new behavioral science. Hap- 
pily that science has taken death out of 
the “‘taboo-to-talk-about”’ category. But I 
hope that it has not taken it out of the 
faith and’ metaphysical, contexts. .The 
major world religions, the-classic poets 
and famous writers have for centuries 
sought answers to its mystery or ways.to 
receive its reality, Death is a mystery. 
Happy as I am that “Passages” tells me 

ministering to the spiritual needs of some 
one else’s mother “also suffering from 
that ill fated disease. 

As is so often the case, my mother’s 
final departure from this life took 
months, and the end, while generally 
anticipated, came suddenly and at an 
unexpected time. 
How good it Was, however, that she » 

didn’t leave this world alone, How com- 
forting that my dad could hold her in his 
strong, but tender arms through those 

~ last minutes. ; 
One of our prominent religious educa- 

tors recently told me about her own 
father’s death and of the exceptionally 
sensitive doctor who cared for him. 

. A few hours before the man’s demise 
the physician stopped at the house, sat 
on his bed, and picked up her failing 
father, held him and spoke soft words of 
hope and encouragement. 

THEN, AS HE departed, that doctor 

that I grow through life toward death, | 
am: also -happy that the new novel, 
‘*Kinflicks,” tells me: that death is also 
mysterious. 

BOTH THE NEW death education 
and the traditional faith approaches to it 
deal with death respectfully and tenderly. 
Both know that it is not an action of 
momentary feeling — like losing the last 
checker in a game, Both know, as 
Hemingway's “Old Man and the Sea” 
told us, that death is a struggle; we want 
to stay alive even in the most cruel situa- 
tions of life. Death veins life and life 
veins death. Many who do not believe 
that there is life after this earthly one 
question how one lives on either in 
memory or transcendental form. 

So if we ask, ‘How does death affect 
life?”’ we also ask, “How does life affect 
death?” There are a wide variety of 
attitudes. Some believe we live on in 
memory. Some believe we should look 
forward to death as the end of pain. Some 
hold that the fullness we achieve here 
will be granted later in the same 
measure. Some wrongly use death as a   

gave the daughter this recommendation. 
“Just hold him, Marianne, as he 

leaves this world. Let him know he is not 
alone. Not abandoned. Hold him in your 
arms when that hour comes.” 

Most family members seem quite 
Conscientious about visiting their sick 
Ones at a residence, hospital or nursing 
home. Nevertheless, I am not sure how 
many would be comfortable following 
this doctor’s suggestion. Nor even, for 
that matter, how many would feel at ease 
signing the forehead ofta dying beloved 
or whispering brief biblical prayers into 
the ear of a deathly ill relative. 

The latter two ‘procedures are 
encouraged by the Church. In the 
revised “Rite of Anointing and Pastoral 
Care of the Sick,”’ chapter 6 provides a 
rite for the commendation of the dying. 
An introductory paragraph states: 

“CHARITY TOWARD one’s 
neighbor urges Christians to express 

fellowship with a_ dying brother or sister 
by praying with him or her for God's 
mercy and for confidence in Christ.’’ 
(Article 138), 

One practical expression of that con- 
cern is ‘*by making the sign of the cross 
on the forehead of the dying person, who 
was first signed with the cross of Baptism. 
(Article 139). This gesture, repeated on 
each occasion a person leaves the room, 
would communicate our love and our 
faith to the terminally ill individual. 

Another pragmatic sign of our love is 
the soft repetition of some short Scrip- 
tural texts to the sick persons, alternated 
with periods of Silence. (Article 140). For 
example: ; 

“We shall see God as he really is.”’ (1 
Jn. 3,3) 

When my time comes, I certainly 
would love to have some priest, Sister or 
lay friend whisper that sentence over and 
over intu my ear. 
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bring you life’ 
scapegoat for the rigors of life telling poor 
people that their lot will be better after 
death rather than aiding them in their 
"struggle for justice in this life. 

SOME HOLD that death is the end of 
all, therefore, pleasure is Yo be distilled 
out through every life experience. Others 
hold that death is the end of all, so they 
give themselves with courage to build 
the humanity of this life now. It is surely 
certain that what we believe of life will 
Say what we believe of death. And how 
we view death will make’a difference in 
our lives. This is because they are 
inevitably interfaced in all our love and 
all our struggle. 

I hold the Christian position not simp- 
ly because I was told to but.because the 
experience of my life points to more life 
— not by way of what I have net had 
here. — but because life has’given me 
growth even in the moments when that 
growth felt like death: The death 
moments in my life have often yielded 
up more life to me. I experience in life 
that there is more to come. “I believe in 
life everlasting’ is more than a phrase in 

the Sunday Creed, although it is that. It is 
a phrase which incorporates itself in the 
flesh, bones, mind, heart and spirit of 
each of us. 

‘FAITH IS built up on images. It 
would be interesting for the reader to 
tecall clearly what his/her images of 

~ death are. What deaths has he/she seen? 
What images have implanted themselves 
on consciousness? Beyond harsh images 
of death which I have (accidents and the 
murder of a friend), I have an overriding 
image of my Grandpa Maher’s death. 
This tall, ‘handsome man looked 
throughout his life like a warm piece of 
stone never taken out of sunlight. When 
he died, I could not image that he possib- 
ly had no life. His sort of beauty did not 
dissolve. He Was eternal as the sun. 

But then lam a romantic and I believe 
that beauty is eternal, like life. But it is 
my faith that tells me that that romantic- 
ism is grotinded.in the reality of Jesus’ 
promise: ‘He who believes in me shall 
never die.’ And: ‘I have come to bring 
life.” NOW. 
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The Dameans 

Trying to Love Two 

Trying to love two 
Ain't easy to do 
When you're trying to love two 
Sure ain't easy todo 

I've gota woman at home 
That's sweet as can be 
woman on the outside 

That's crazy about me 

I'm caught in the middle 
Ofa three-way love affair 
I'm caught up in this triangle 
Can't go nowhere 

‘Cause with two 
Sure ain't easy to do 
When you're trying to love two 
Ain’teasy to do 

I need to be three men in one 
To get the job done 
I need a thirty hour day 
Two jobs with double pay” 

I need aman to go to work 
A man to stay at home 
1] needa man on the outside 
To keep my woman strong 

Trying to love two 
Sure ain't easy to do 
When you're trying to love two 
Ain't easy to do 

Both women are aware 
There’s a woman somewhere 

When you're trying to love two 
Ain't easy to do 
When you're trying to love two 
Sure ain't easy to do 

It started out having lots of fun 
But now it’s got me on the run 
Jumping in and out of bed 
Keeps messing with my head 

by W. Bell - P. Mitchell 
(P) 1976 Phonogram Inc. (BMD 

THERE IS A song on the pop charts 
which says something interesting. The 
song’s key line is: ‘Heard it in a love 
song, can’t be wrong.”’ That line is 
especially interesting in light of the one 
which is set out above. 

For years it has been clear that in the 
fields of art, one person’s work will inf- 
luence the works of others. In recent 
movies, for instance, the success of ‘‘The 
Godfather” heralded many sequels of 
varying quality. The same principle 
applies to pop music. This is why there 
are so many songs of the same type at the 
same time. The success of one theme will 
prompt and influence the songs which 
follow. Gradually, through the art form, 
people come to be more accustomed to a 
theme and its ‘‘rightness.”” 

The influence of one song on the 
market is obvious in the recent charts. 
During the week of this writing, there is a 
noteworthy movement towards songs 
which address ‘‘love triangles.’’ Mary 
Macgregor’s recent hit was “‘Torn Be- 
tween Two Lovers.”’ And suddenly two 
additional songs have broken into the 
“Top 40" dealing with the exact same 
theme. And they are moving fast. 

LISTED ABOVE is one of those 
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songs. William Bell sings in **Trying To 
Love Two” about the pressures of the 
triangle. But his song does give the 

The issue 
is more 

than one 

‘of breaking rules 

hare a slightly different slant. If you 
remember, Mary Macgregor sang that- 
“loving both of you is breaking all the 

rules.” Bell says that the breaking is not 
affecting his rules; he himself is being 
broken. He sings that it is killing him to 
try to keep up a life that promises full 
love to two. It may have started as fun, 
but it has messed up his head and his life. 

The thrust of the song does not deal 
with moral codes or rules. It is taken 
completely out of that arena. It is con- 
cerned with the feeling level, the 
experience of trying to love two people in 
a way thatis meant to be exclusive. Bell 
sings that he can’t do it. It is more than 
theory or rules. It is more than talk. It is 
more about the gut feeling of love. Bell 
sets out as his statement that if you want 
to love exclusively, you have to give 
your all. If you chose to love more than 
one, you yourself will have to be more 
than one. “I néed to be three men in one 
to get the job done. I needa thirty hour 
day, two jobs with double pay. I need a 
man to go to work, a man to stay at 
home. I need a man on the outside to 
keep my woman strong.” 
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fo love two! i not easy to do 
THIS THEME is a painful one for 

some people, if you can judge by the let- 
after the article which we 

wrote on “Torn Between Two Lovers.”” 
And it is obviously one that is selling 
records if we can judge by the swing of 
the chart songs. Whatever the case, it is 
certainly a question that you can count 
on hearing a lot more about if you listen 
to the radio. 

If William Bell provides a service in his 
song, it is that’ he says the issue is more 
than one of breaking rules. In fact, there 
are other ways of approaching the same 
question. But the answer is very much 
the same. Whether you come at it from 
moral codes or through your own 
experience, you will find that it is killing 
to try to love two different people 
simultaneously in a way that promises to 
be exclusive. “It sure ain’tveasy to do.”” 

(All correspondence should be directed 
‘to: The Dameans; P.O. Box 2108;baton _ 
Rouge, La. 70821.) 
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Question and discussion 
1. Who are the death deniers? How do 

they behave? 
2. Who are the death wishers? How do 

they behave? 
3. Discuss this statement: ‘Both 

(death deniers and death wishers) have 
lost touch with reality since neither is 
able to face the absolute event of death 
with sense, faith and poise.”” 

4. Discuss this statement: ‘Christ. is 
neither death wisher nor denier. Jesus is 
a death acceptor. 

5. What does our faith tell us about 
death? 

6. Reflect_upon this statement: “In 
Christ life is changed, not taken away.”’ 

7, What does the Old Testament have 
to say about death? 

8. In the Old Testament, read: Daniel, 
chapter 12, verses 2 and 3. 

9. In the Book of Wisdom, read 
Chapter 3, verses 1 through 12. 

10. With the New Testament, what 
new element was added to our concept of 

th? 
11. How ‘did Jesus feel about death? 

Read Luke, Chapter 22, verses 39 
through 46. Read Mark, Chapter 15, 
verses 33 through 41, Chapter 16, verses 
9 through 20. 

12. Discuss this statement: ‘‘Again 
and again the Scriptures insist that we 
who are one with Christ will share His 
experience: death, yes, but victory over 
death in resurrection also. 

13. How does life affect death? Dis- 
cuss. 

14, What are your-images of death? 
Discuss. 
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postleship: privilege or pain? 
By, Father Alfred McBride, O.Praem. 

Have you ever met anyone who 
Possessed a strongly. held conviction who 
could keep quiet about’ it? Watch the 
man who thinks he has his finger on a 
rising stock for the market. Observe the 
ardent feminist. Snap a photograph of a 
strike leader. Draw a sketch of the 
bookie, sure he has the winning horse. 
Linger a moment with someone plan- 
ning a revolution. Note the fire in the eye 
of an idealistic college student. 

In.every case you will see their mouth 
open ready to tell you something about 
their favorite topic, be that the best 
movie, the cheapest bargains or the 
newest plan to save the world. Anyone 
with a conviction is going to be an apostle 
for his or her cause: In fact it is practically 
impossible for someone holding a passio- 
nate conviction not to try to communcate. + 
it to another. Convinced people-try to 
convince others. 

SUCH IS THE essence of being an 
apostle, whether of multinational ‘cor- 
porations or universal religion. Apostles 
are people seized with the burning fire to 
light up the lives of others, be that a fire 
for sports, money, sex or religion. Now, 
as a matter of fact, the world apostle 
holds a special place in the world of 
religion. The Church was founded, as we 
say, upon the 12 apostles. Jesus trained 
apostles. That is, Jesus communicated to 
chosen followers the passion to proclaim 
the kingdom of God and the message of 
salvation. So successful was Christ in put- 
ting this fire in their hearts that Chris- 
tianity took absolute root in the ancient 
world and has been spreading across the 
whole world ever since. 

The existence, continuity and future of 
the Church depends on the emergence in 
every generation of a new band of apos- 
tles. The level of vitality in the Church at 
any given period of her history is directly 
related to the quality of conviction, the 
apostolic fervor and the depth of passio- 
nate commitment to the Gospel on the 
part of the membership. In other words 
the ideal would be that an apostolic feel- 
ing should permeate the life of every 
Christian, since presumably each Chris- 
tian is convinced of the truth of the 
Gospel and the promise of Christ. 

WHILE AN apostolic passion ought 
to touch the person of every Christian, 
the reality is regréttably otherwise. Faith 
conviction waxes and wanes. At any one 
time, the depth of faith at a dramatic 
level may only be seen in a comparative 
few. Religiqus leaders, consumed by 
apostolic conviction almost always be- 
come apostles for the Gospel in the strict 
sense of the word. Yet this is not to say 
that such profound commitment to 
Christ does not-exist at a more 

i and less noticeable level. 
In reality the love of Christ is far more 

pervasive than the headlines would al- 
low. Often existing in a lower key, this 

faith expresses itself in quieter apostolic 
works. Jesus spoke of people with this 
ae of faith, for they “‘do not let the left 

doing.” We need the headliners in 
apostolic endeavor to serve as models 
and inspirers. But it is the regular day to 
day, somewhat anonymous, forms of 
apostolic fervor that constitute the back- 
bone of the spread and practice of the 
Gospel. 

AT ANOTHER level the term apos- 

Pen ii narrate fare   

w what the right hand is - 

tle is related to the bishops of the 
CHurch. They are said to be ordained in 
Apostolic succession, inasmuch as they 
assume the call to oversee the Church 
and sponsor and administer the task of 
evangelization, as did the original 12: In 
their office, the faith conviction is institu- 
tionalized. Nonetheless, they are called 
tO approximate in their personal livesthe 
fire of charity and faith and hope that 
characterized the original 12 who first 
sanctified the name apostle. - 

In the final analysis, whether bishop, 
ardent missionary, charismatic leader or 
self-effacing Christian, the work of Christ 
must go on. The term apostle is an elastic 
one stretching from its formal institu- 
tional meaning to its personal heart-felt 
significance. It is the same Holy Spirit 
who works in each, striving to comfort 
and enrich the peoples of the earth. Al- 
low this conviction to grow in you. Then 
act as yet another apostle of the Lord. 
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