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Highlight reel
Connect with the 
NCYC experience 
in video by scanning 
this QR code or 
going to tinyurl.com/
archindyvimeo.

(Editor’s note: A record 499,239 pilgrims from all over the world walked the Camino 
pilgrimage route in northern Spain in 2024. The Criterion has invited people from the 
archdiocese who have made all or part of that pilgrimage to the Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain to share how that experience has influenced their life and their faith.)

Fourth in an occasional series

By John Shaughnessy

For Father John Meyer, the pilgrimage on the Camino this summer was partly a gift 
to himself for his 70th birthday.

By the end of his 500-mile walking journey from France to the Cathedral of 
Santiago de Compostela, the pastor of St. Mary Parish in Greensburg knew that this 
pilgrimage was a gift from God.

A priest celebrates turning 70 by 
walking 500 miles on the Camino, 
and a friend of 80 joins him

To celebrate his 70th birthday in July, Father John Meyer, pastor of St. Mary Parish in Greensburg, 
walked 500 miles on the Camino. His 80-year-old friend, Shirley Kloepfer, was among the friends 
and family members who joined him for the last leg of his journey. (Submitted photo)

See CAMINO, page 2A

National Catholic Youth Conference
Prayer, fellowship and an encounter with Pope Leo XIV, pages 1B-12B.

Photo by Sean Gallagher



“After doing two smaller Camino 
pilgrimages, I finally was able to walk the 
500-mile French Way this past summer,” 
Father Meyer says. “I walked alone—but 
not really alone—for 425 miles over 
40 days. Then I was met by 28 nieces 
and nephews, friends and parishioners, 
to complete the final 75 miles, which 
included a celebration of my 70th 
birthday on July 21, and the feast day of 
St. James, on July 25.”

The impact of that birthday gift 
continues for him four months later.

“Being back now in the parish here at 
St. Mary, I’ve realized that the memorable 
encounters with pilgrims from around the 
world were the highlights of walking the 
Way.

“We shared faith and journey together, 
and that experience has transferred to 
my daily encounters in and outside the 
parish. I am more open and trusting 
and compassionate toward my family, 
parishioners and strangers on life’s 
journey here. I do feel closer to God.”

One of the friends who joined Father 
Meyer for the final part of his journey was 
80-year-old Shirley Kloepfer.

‘A cleansing of mind, body and soul’
For Kloepfer, a member of Prince of 

Peace Parish in Madison, it was  

her third trip along the Camino.
“The Camino I did in July was with 

St. Mary Parish in Greensburg to surprise 
Father John Meyer [her former pastor 
in Madison], who was walking all the 
Camino in a couple months,” she says. 
“He was celebrating 70. My presence at 
80 years old was a surprise. I, with others, 
walked 75 miles in five days.”

The scenes from her three journeys on 
the Camino are still fresh for Kloepfer, 
the first one at the age of 73 in 2018. On 
that trip, she walked nearly 525 miles 
from St. Pied de Port, France, to the tomb 
of St. James at the Cathedral of Santiago 
de Compostela in northwestern Spain.

“The first day crossing the Pyrenees 
was the most beautiful and most difficult,” 
she recalls. “What beauty with the 
wildflowers, the wild horses, the magical 
trees, the rolling fields with sheep, the 
different rocks and terrain.”

After training physically and mentally 
for a year, she made that journey with her 
friend, Julie Brown, and the pilgrims they 
met along the way. Then there were the 
other people that she felt were with her.

“I felt the spiritual presence of my 
deceased loved ones,” says Kloepfer, 
who celebrated her 74th birthday on that 
pilgrimage. “Even when I was physically 
alone, I never felt alone. We met people 
of all ages and from so many countries.

“In most albergues [pilgrims’ hostels], 
we ate together and slept in bunks. When 
we arrived at Santiago four and a half 

weeks later, we celebrated our fabulous 
pilgrimage Mass together. I loved this 
complete material freedom of my first 
Camino. It renewed my physical and 
spiritual being.”

She had the same feeling at the age of 
78 in 2022 when she walked the Portuguese 
Camino, a pilgrimage route from Lisbon, 
Portugal, to St. James’ tomb in Santiago.

“We walked 335 miles. Again, we saw 
many inspiring churches and museums, 
and met people [from] all over the world,” 
she notes. “All the people who live along 
the Camino in Spain and Portugal are 
very supportive of the pilgrimage and 
the people who walk it. I was 78 for that 
one.”

She figured it would be her last. Then 
came the opportunity to be part of the 
celebration of Father Meyer’s birthday.

“Again, I only had my backpack with all 

I needed for a spiritual renewal,” she says.
Along with Father Meyer, his friends 

and family, Kloepfer once again felt the 
spiritual presence of loved ones who had 
died.

“I especially felt my parents and 
grandparents in the high wooded areas,” 
she says. “The trees extended high in  
the blue sky just like a cathedral. They 
were also with me in the sunflower fields, 
the grape arbors, the sheep herders in  
the small villages, climbing up every  
bell tower we could, and praying in  
every church that was open.”

Her three journeys on the Camino have 
left a lasting impression on her, similar to 
one that continues to mark Father Meyer’s 
life.

“The Camino isn’t a vacation. It is so 
much more than that,” she says. “It is a 
cleansing of mind, body and soul.” †
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Public Schedule of 
Archbishop Charles C. Thompson

__________
December 2–10, 2025

December 2 – 9:30 a.m. 
Visit to Roncalli High School, 
Indianapolis

December 2 – 3:30 p.m. 
Indiana Bishops’ Province meeting 
at Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara 
Catholic Center, Indianapolis

December 3 – 9 a.m. 
Indiana Catholic Conference meeting 
at Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara 
Catholic Center

December 3 – Noon 
Mass for the feast of St. Francis 
Xavier at SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral, 
Indianapolis

December 4 – 10 a.m. 
Leadership Team meeting at 
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara 
Catholic Center

December 4 – 5:30 p.m. 
Mass and Gala for Little Sisters of the 
Poor Christmas Celebration at Ritz 
Charles, Carmel, Ind.

December 6 – 6 p.m. 
Mass for the Second Sunday of Advent 
and reception (celebrating Our Lady 
of Guadalupe) at SS. Peter and Paul 
Cathedral

December 7 – 10:45 a.m. 
Mass and pastor installation at  
St. Thomas More Church, Mooresville

December 8 – 10 a.m. 
Mass for Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception at Bishop Chartrand 
Memorial Chapel, Marian University, 
Indianapolis

December 8 – Noon 
Mass for Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception at SS. Peter and Paul 
Cathedral

December 9 – 10:30 a.m. 
Priest Personnel Board meeting at 
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara 
Catholic Center

December 9 – 3 p.m. 
Virtual evangelization Summit 
Planning meeting

December 10 – 10:30 a.m. 
High School Senior Mass at  
St. Malachy Church, Brownsburg

December 10 – 3 p.m. 
Virtual Bishops’ Discussion on New 
Resource for Young Adults
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• For Christians in areas of conflict— 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of  
war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, 
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and 
hope.

Pope’s prayer intention for December

See Pope Leo’s monthly intentions at archindy.org/popesintentions.

CAMINO
continued from page 1A

Criterion staff report

ArchIndy Vox, the official Spotify 
channel of the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis, invites listeners this Advent 
on a spiritual journey through the season’s 
four central themes—hope, peace, joy 
and love—with its new podcast series, 
“Preparing the Way.” Each episode offers 
practical insights, heartfelt reflections and 
resources to help you slow down, pray 
and prepare for Christ’s coming. 

The weekly 10-to-15-minute episodes 
launch on Monday, Dec. 1, and feature 
guests from archdiocesan staff sharing 
their expertise and personal reflections. A 
new podcast will be posted each Monday 
in December. They will include: 

—Hope: Learn how generosity 
transforms lives with Nathan Seiler, 
Catholic philanthropic advisor in the 
archdiocesan Office of Stewardship and 
Development, and John Etling, agency 
director of Catholic Charities Terre Haute. 

—Peace: Discover family traditions 
and prayer resources with Ute Eble, 
archdiocesan director of catechesis, and 
Gabriela Ross, director of the archdiocesan 
Office of Marriage and Family Life. 

—Joy: Find God in the holiday hustle 
with Deacon John Cord, coordinator of 
corrections ministry for the archdiocese, 
and Alexander Mingus, executive director 
of the Indiana Catholic Conference. 

—Love: Reflect on Mary’s “yes” 
with Father James Brockmeier, 
archdiocesan director of worship and 
rector of SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral 
Parish in Indianapolis, and Felix 
Navarrete, archdiocesan coordinator of 
Hispanic Ministries. 

—Bonus Episode: “A New Year of 
Grace” closes the series with spiritual 
resolutions and retreat ideas from Sandi 
Patel, director of the archdiocese’s 
Office of Retreat and Renewal Ministry, 
and Brian Disney, superintendent of 
archdiocesan Catholic Schools. 

Whether you’re navigating holiday 
stress or seeking deeper meaning, 
“Preparing the Way” offers encouragement 
for a grace-filled Christmas and a renewed 
New Year. You can find the episodes on the 
archdiocese’s Spotify channel ArchIndy 
Vox at tinyurl.com/archindyvox or scan the 
QR code below. †

‘Preparing the Way’: New podcast 
series helps listeners embrace the 
season of grace during Advent



VATICAN CITY (CNS)—When 
Christians recite the Creed, it should 
prompt an examination of conscience 
about what they truly believe and what 
kind of example of faith in God they give 
to others, Pope Leo XIV wrote.

“Wars have been fought, and people 
have been killed, persecuted and 
discriminated against in the name of 
God,” he wrote. “Instead of proclaiming 
a merciful God, a vengeful God has been 
presented who instills terror and punishes.”

Publishing the apostolic letter “In 
Unitate Fidei” (“In the Unity of Faith”) 
on Nov. 23, Pope Leo marked the 1,700th 
anniversary of the Council of Nicaea and 
its Creed. He said he wanted it released in 
anticipation of his visit to Turkey on Nov. 
27-30 to celebrate with Orthodox and 
Protestant leaders the anniversary of the 
Creed Christians share.

The bishops who had gathered in 
Nicaea in 325 had survived anti-Christian 
persecution, the pope said, but were 
facing the fracturing of their communities 
over disputes regarding “the essence of 
the Christian faith, namely the answer to 
the decisive question that Jesus had asked 
his disciples at Caesarea Philippi: ‘Who 
do you say that I am?’ ” (Mt 16:15)

“Arius, a priest from Alexandria in 
Egypt, taught that Jesus was not truly the 
Son of God,” the pope explained. Arius 
taught that “though more than a mere 
creature,” Jesus was “an intermediate 
being between the inaccessible God and 
humanity. Moreover, there would have 
been a time when the Son ‘did not exist.’ ”

The challenge facing the bishops, he 
said, was to affirm their faith in one God 
while making it clear that, as the creed 
now says, Jesus is “the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all 
ages ... true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father.”

The bishops, he said, knew “no mortal 

being can, in fact, defeat death and save 
us; only God can do so. He has freed us 
through his Son made man, so that we 
might be free.”

In affirming monotheism and the true 
humanity and divinity of Christ, the pope 
said, “they wanted to reaffirm that the one 
true God is not inaccessibly distant from 
us, but on the contrary has drawn near and 
has come to encounter us in Jesus Christ.

“This is the heart of our Christian 
life,” Pope Leo wrote. “For this reason, 
we commit to follow Jesus as our master, 
companion, brother and friend.”

The version of the Creed recited by most 
Catholics at Mass each Sunday and shared 
with other mainline Christians is formally 
called the Nicene-Constantinopolitan 
Creed, because it includes an article of faith 
inserted by the bishops at the First Council 
of Constantinople in 381 about the Holy 
Spirit.

Western Christians say: “I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.”

A footnote in the pope’s letter said 
that the phrase known as the “filioque”—
and proceeds from the Father and 
the Son—“is not found in the text of 
Constantinople; it was inserted into 
the Latin Creed by Pope Benedict VIII 
in 1014 and is a subject of Orthodox-
Catholic dialogue.”

Recent popes, including  
Pope Benedict XVI, Pope Francis and 
Pope Leo, have omitted the phrase at 
ecumenical prayer services.

In his letter, Pope Leo affirmed 
the Catholic Church’s commitment to 
the search for Christian unity and said, 
“The Nicene Creed can be the basis and 
reference point for this journey.”

And he prayed that the Holy Spirit 

would come to all 
Christians “to revive 
our faith, to enkindle us 
with hope, to inflame us 
with charity.

“The Nicene Creed 
does not depict a 
distant, inaccessible 
and immovable God 
who rests in himself, 
but a God who is close 
to us and accompanies 
us on our journey in 
the world, even in 
the darkest places on 
Earth,” Pope Leo wrote.

Reciting the Creed, 
he said, should prompt 
Christians to “examine 
our conscience.”

The questions they 
should ask, he wrote, 
include: “What does God mean to me and 
how do I bear witness to my faith in him? 
Is the one and only God truly the Lord 
of my life, or do I have idols that I place 
before God and his commandments? Is 
God for me the living God, close to me in 
every situation, the Father to whom I turn 
with filial trust?”

And, he continued with more questions: 
“Is he the Creator to whom I owe 
everything I am and have, whose mark I 
can find in every creature? Am I willing 
to share the goods of the Earth, which 
belong to everyone, in a just and equitable 
manner? How do I treat creation, the work 
of his hands? Do I exploit and destroy it, 

or do I use it with reverence and gratitude, 
caring for and cultivating it as the common 
home of humanity?”

Believing that God became human in 
Jesus means “that we now encounter the 
Lord in our brothers and sisters in need,” 
the pope said. That is why Jesus said, 
“As you did it to one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to 
me.”

The Creed “does not formulate a 
philosophical theory,” Pope Leo wrote. “It 
professes faith in the God who redeemed 
us through Jesus Christ. It is about the 
living God who wants us to have life and 
to have it in abundance.” †
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6107 South East Street    
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(317) 787-8224
ORileyBranson.com

A Trusted Partnership in Care
O’Riley Branson is proud to be a preferred 
partner of Abbey Caskets.
Let us help you honor your loved one with 
care and craftsmanship 
you can trust.

In this month of All Saints Day, All Souls Day, and Thanksgiving, we especially 
remember parents, grandparents, and loved ones who’ve gone before us—
through stories, traditions, prayer, and Masses offered for them.

Another way to honor their legacy and remember their impact in our lives is 
with a gift that reflects the Catholic causes they cherished. You are invited to 
remember your loved one with a one-time or recurring gift to an archdiocesan 
endowment within the Catholic Community Foundation that impacts:

•   A parish to which they belonged.

•  A high school that they or their children and grandchildren attended.

•  An archdiocesan ministry such as seminarian education or Catholic 
Charities that they found meaningful.

If you would like to discuss other charitable ways to remember a loved one, 
please contact us at (317) 236-1482 or ccf@archindy.org.

Honor a Loved One 

Contributions in their honor can 
be offered at: bit.ly/LegacyatCCF 
or by using the QR code.
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12/12/25

 

Pope issues apostolic letter on the Creed, marking anniversary of Nicaea

Pope Leo XIV gives his blessing to people attending Mass for the 
Jubilee of Choirs and the feast of Christ the King on Nov. 23 in  
St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. At the end of Mass, the pope 
announced the release of his apostolic letter, “In Unitate Fidei” (“In 
the Unity of Faith”) on the Creed and the 1,700th anniversary of the 
Council of Nicaea. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)



Opinion

Editorial
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Every Catholic church, regardless of 
its size or location, should be a place of 
beauty, reverence and vibrant spirituality.

This doesn’t mean that every church 
must be excessive in terms of its cost 
or its furnishings. But it does mean that 
everything that is done should be of 
good quality and excellent taste.

Who decides what a church 
should look like and how it should be 
furnished? What are the standards that 
should determine which sacred objects 
and images are appropriate for a holy 
place dedicated to giving thanks and 
praise to God?

St. Paul Church in Tell City recently 
renovated the interior of its church 
building. The decision-making process 
and the artistic principles used to guide 
this renovation were the subject of the 
annual Dolle Lecture at Saint Meinrad 
Seminary and School of Theology in  
St. Meinrad on Sept. 11 titled “Renewing 
Sacred Art and Synodality at St. Paul 
Catholic Church” given by the parish’s 
pastor, Father Anthony Hollowell, and 
artist Nick Ring.

The lecture focused on the 
collaborative decision-making process 
used in renovating the interior of the 
church as well as the artistic principles 
undergirding these decisions. Special 
emphasis was given to the renovated 
altar because it was the primary object 
to be renovated.

Father Hollowell, who is also the pastor 
of St. Mark Parish in Perry County, is 
the dean of the Tell City Deanery and 
an associate vocations director for the 
archdiocese.

Ring is an award-winning artist 
whose diverse body of work spans 
sculpture, painting, drawing and 
furniture design. Since 1991, he has 
created significant works for public, 
institutional, private and sacred spaces. 
Notably, his liturgical art includes 
the holy water font and ambo for the 
Archabbey Church of Our Lady of 
Einsiedeln at St. Meinrad and the new 
altar at St. Paul in Tell City.

Deeply rooted in the western 
classical tradition, Ring’s work reflects a 
profound commitment to craftsmanship, 
symbolism and spiritual resonance. His 
dedication to quality and authenticity 
distinguishes him as an artist who 
can create sculptures and other sacred 
images that are especially appropriate 
for places of worship.

To plan for the interior renovation 
of St. Paul’s Church, Father Hollowell 
and his team considered how the theme 

of synodality should be applied to this 
renovation.

Instead of thinking of the project as 
a series of permissions and arguments, 
what actually happened was a series 
of “holy conversations” between 
Archbishop Charles C. Thompson’s 
representatives, the pastor, other priests 
and deacons, and the people of the 
parish. Without important voices from 
the people of God, this renovation 
would have never occurred.

According to Father Hollowell, “In 
its essence, this renovation was a three-
year conversation between the  
[arch]diocese, the artist and architects, 
and our parish community about the 
history of sacred art, the place of  
St. Paul’s within that history, and how 
to develop this history further by a 
renovation which preserved both ‘the 
old and the new’ [Mt 13:52].

“I wanted our parish to move 
beyond the idea of tradition as static 
and referring only to the past; instead, 
it should refer to something living, 
present and alive,” he said. “All tradition 
[including the parish’s tradition of 
sacred art and architecture] should not 
look only to the past but also to the 
present. Ironically, by appealing to 
this living dimension of tradition, our 
synodal process yielded a final design 
that many parishioners have labeled a 
‘more traditional’ look.”

Father Hollowell believes that Ring’s 
concept of tradition as something which 
is alive was indispensable in providing a 
successful blend of new and old. Because 
of the artist’s understanding of both  
St. Paul Church and of sacred art as a 
whole, a final design was created that is 
fully contemporary and yet fully classical.

Ring’s rendering of the conversion of 
St. Paul at the base of the altar contains 
many elements that are “new.” It is the 
first piece of bronze art to be included in 
the church, and it is a unique rendering 
of St. Paul’s conversion.

Other elements are “old.” The altar is 
made of limestone, which retains a long 
tradition of having a limestone altar in 
this specific church, and the emphasis on 
Paul’s horse continues a tradition of artistic 
reflection on this part of his conversion.

We are all called to be good stewards 
of the Church’s living tradition of sacred 
art and architecture. Using synodal 
decision-making and proven principles 
of artistic design, we are invited to build 
and sustain holy places for God. 

—Daniel Conway

We are called to be stewards
of sacred art and architecture

Pictured 
is artist 
Nick Ring’s 
rendering of the 
conversion of 
St. Paul at the 
base of the new 
altar in St. Paul 
Church in Tell 
City. (Submitted 
photo)

If your 2025 Advent calendar only has 
three pieces of chocolate remaining and 
December has only just begun, you should 

probably read this.
Are you serious 

about getting closer 
to Jesus? No matter 
how we answer this 
question, this Advent 
season could be the 
“personal call from 
God” that we are all 
waiting for.

While many of our 
friends are busy preparing for Christmas 
as an historical event and merchants are 
taking advantage of the tradition of gift-
giving, our Church’s liturgy is calling us 
to do something 
else to prepare 
for Christmas, 
something personal 
to prepare for the 
coming of Jesus into 
our hearts.

“But Jesus has 
already come to 
me personally, 
I experience his 
presence in prayer. 
I read Scripture. I 
encounter him in 
the Eucharist. I am 
comfortable with 
my relationship with 
him.” If those words 
reflect my attitude, I 
am standing in front 
of a large stumbling 
block which is 
limiting my spiritual 
growth.

During this 
season of Advent, 
the Church is asking 
us to make an extra 
effort to prepare our 
hearts for the  
re-coming of Jesus. 
No matter how far we have progressed (or 
regressed) on this personal journey, there 
is always room to move one step closer to 
God.

Each Sunday, our Mass readings recall 
Old Testament prophecies which led up 
to Jesus’ coming. The readings repeat one 
basic theme: God has never failed to take 

care of his chosen people throughout all 
time. The accounts of Israel’s long waiting 
period, and our own need to recognize his 
presence in our lives, are similar events.
Let’s take advantage of this opportunity 
during Advent. Prepare for Sunday 
Mass by reading the three readings for 
each of those Masses during the week. 
Let God’s word soak into your heart all 
week. Lengthen family prayer time by 
one minute every day and light a candle 
on the family Advent wreath. Prayerfully 
sing the “O Antiphons” during Mass 
and heartfully express a longing for the 
Messiah, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 
Pray without distractions.

Our Advent experience needs to be 
more than a recalling of ancient historical 

events. We need 
time alone in prayer, 
alone with Jesus, 
reflecting on today. 
We must open our 
hearts and accept his 
grace and presence.

Unlike the 
Israelites in Old 
Testament times, 
we know the end 
of this story. We 
are reminded that 
God will lead us 
out of the desert, 
and he longs to be 
actively involved 
in our lives. We 
are sorry for what 
we have done to 
offend him during 
our wandering. We 
recall his promises 
of unconditional 
love and 
forgiveness.

God is present 
today, providing us 
with his amazing 
grace, not only 
during this liturgical 

season but every day. No matter where 
we find ourselves on this journey, he is 
present to us.

Prepare for his coming this Christmas 
by opening the door of your heart.

(Dale Platteter is a member of St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish in Bedford.) †

Be Our Guest/Dale Platteter

During Advent, prepare your
heart for the coming of Jesus

Letters from readers are published in  
The Criterion as part of the newspaper’s 
commitment to “the responsible exchange of 
freely-held and expressed opinion among the 
People of God” (Communio et Progressio, 116).

Letters from readers are welcome and 
every effort will be made to include letters 
from as many people and representing as 
many viewpoints as possible. Letters should 
be informed, relevant, well-expressed and 
temperate in tone. They must reflect a basic 
sense of courtesy and respect.

The editors reserve the right to select 
the letters that will be published and to edit 

letters from readers as necessary based on 
space limitations, pastoral sensitivity and 
content (including spelling and grammar). In 
order to encourage opinions from a variety 
of readers, frequent writers will ordinarily 
be limited to one letter every three months. 
Concise letters (usually less than 300 words) 
are more likely to be printed.

Letters must be signed, but, for serious 
reasons, names may be withheld.

Send letters to “Letters to the Editor,” The 
Criterion, 1400 N. Meridian Street, Indianapolis, 
IN 46202-2367. Readers with access to e-mail 
may send letters to criterion@archindy.org. †

Letters Policy

 Daniel Conway’s editorial on All 
Hallows Eve (Halloween) in the Oct. 31 
issue of The Criterion was a good read.

One line of his really jumped out at me:
“On Halloween, we enjoy wearing 

masks and costumes, hiding behind the 
often outrageous characters who people 
our imaginations. Holiness, on the other 
hand, is transparent and accountable. 
It shines brightly like the rising sun 

illuminating the truth and radiating light 
and life to all.” 
     Yes, exactly! Jesus didn’t come in mask 
and costume, and his acts of love were 
done in the open for all to see. 
     We would do well to follow Jesus’ 
example. 

Sonny Shanks 
Corydon

Letter to the Editor
Like Jesus, perform acts of love in the 
open for all to see, reader says

During this season 
of Advent, the 

Church is asking 
us to make an extra 

effort to prepare 
our hearts for the 

re-coming of Jesus. 
No matter how far 
we have progressed 

(or regressed) on this 
personal journey, 

there is always room 
to move one step 

closer to God.
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ARCHBISHOP/ARZOBISPO CHARLES C. THOMPSON

This Sunday, Nov. 30, is the first 
Sunday of Advent. During this holy 
season, we are invited to begin the new 
Church year with eyes wide open. We 
are waiting for the Blessed Hope, Jesus 
Christ, the long-awaited Messiah, who 
first came to Earth 2,000 years ago 
and was born of the Virgin Mary. He is 
present among us now, especially in the 
Eucharist, and he will come again in 
glory at the end of time.

Our job is to stay awake and have 
faith in the Lord’s coming. This is what 
the readings for the First Sunday of 
Advent tell us: Stay awake! You must 
be prepared. Do not allow the world’s 
darkness to overshadow you or lull you 
into indifference. Pay attention to what 
is happening in your own life and in 
the world around you. Be steadfast and 
place your hope in the Lord who will 
not disappoint you. 

A year ago, Pope Francis declared a 
Holy Year dedicated to the Pilgrimage 
of Hope that all of us who are 
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ 
are making. In his Bull of Indiction for 
the 2025 Jubilee Year, the Holy Father 
offered these words of hope:

Hope is born of love and based on 

the love springing from the pierced 
heart of Jesus upon the cross: “For 
if while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death 
of his Son, much more surely, having 
been reconciled, will we be saved 
by his life” (Rom 5:10). That life 
becomes manifest in our own life of 
faith, which begins with Baptism, 
develops in openness to God’s grace 
and is enlivened by a hope constantly 
renewed and confirmed by the working 
of the Holy Spirit.

By his perennial presence in the life 
of the pilgrim Church, the Holy Spirit 
illumines all believers with the light of 
hope. He keeps that light burning, like 
an ever-burning lamp, to sustain and 
invigorate our lives. Christian hope 
does not deceive or disappoint because 
it is grounded in the certainty that 
nothing and no one may ever separate 
us from God’s love.

While the Holy Spirit keeps the light 
of hope burning “like an ever-burning 
lamp,” we are commanded to stay awake, 
be alert, and never allow the flame of 
hope to be extinguished in our hearts. 
That’s why Jesus tells us in the Gospel 
reading for this Sunday (Mt 24:37-44): 

“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not 
know on which day your Lord will come” 
(Mt 24:42).

In this Sunday’s second reading 
(Rom 13:11-14), St. Paul strongly 
emphasizes this Advent theme:

Brothers and sisters: You know the 
time; it is the hour now for you to 
awake from sleep. For our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed; 
the night is advanced, the day is at 
hand. Let us then throw off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. 
(Rom 13:11-12)

The light of Christ overcomes the 
world’s darkness. It penetrates the 
shadows of despair and brings hope to 
our troubled hearts and minds. 

The recent apostolic exhortation 
“Dilexi Te” (“I Have Loved You”), 
which was begun by Pope Francis and 
completed by Pope Leo XIV, offers 
us some penetrating insights into 
Jesus, “the poor Messiah” who is our 
Blessed Hope:

By his Incarnation, he “emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness”  
(Phil 2:7), and in that form he brought 
us salvation. His was a radical poverty, 

grounded in his mission to reveal 
fully God’s love for us (cf. Jn 1:18; 
1 Jn 4:9). As St. Paul puts it in his 
customarily brief but striking manner: 
“You know well the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so 
that by his poverty you might become 
rich” (2 Cor 8:9). (#18)

The season of hope-filled expectation 
that we are entering into this Advent 
calls our attention to the paradox of the 
poor Messiah whose coming blesses 
all of us, but especially the poor and 
vulnerable among us, with the riches 
of his heavenly grace. We wait for this 
great gift of God’s love because we 
trust that the Lord’s promise to return in 
glory will be fulfilled.

But first we must be awake and 
attentive. We dare not nod off, giving 
way to indifference or to the heaviness 
that comes from self-indulgence or 
hardness of heart. Instead, we must live 
in the moment with our eyes wide open. 

As we celebrate the First Sunday 
of Advent this weekend, let’s ask the 
Lord of Hope, the poor Messiah, to 
help us stay awake and prepare for his 
coming again. †

Este domingo 30 de noviembre 
es el Primer Domingo de Adviento. 
Durante esta temporada santa, se 
nos invita a comenzar el nuevo año 
eclesiástico con los ojos bien abiertos. 
Esperamos la Bendita Esperanza, 
Jesucristo, el Mesías tan anhelado, 
que vino a la Tierra por primera vez 
hace 2,000 años y nació de la Virgen 
María. Está presente entre nosotros 
ahora, especialmente en la Eucaristía, 
y volverá con gloria al final de los 
tiempos.

Nuestro deber es permanecer 
vigilantes y tener fe en la venida 
del Señor. Esto es lo que nos dice 
la liturgia del Primer Domingo de 
Adviento: ¡Estemos vigilantes! Deben 
estar preparados y no permitir que la 
oscuridad del mundo les haga sombra 
ni les adormezca en la indiferencia. 
Presten atención a lo que ocurre en 
su propia vida y en el mundo que los 
rodea. Manténganse firmes y pongan 
su esperanza en el Señor, que no los 
defraudará. 

Hace un año, el papa Francisco 
declaró un Año Santo dedicado a 
la Peregrinación de la Esperanza 
que hacemos todos los que somos 
discípulos misioneros de Jesucristo. 
En su Bula de Convocación para el 
Jubileo Ordinario del año 2025, el 
Santo Padre ofreció estas palabras de 
esperanza:

La esperanza efectivamente 

nace del amor y se funda en el 
amor que brota del Corazón de 
Jesús traspasado en la cruz: 
“Porque si siendo enemigos, fuimos 
reconciliados con Dios por la muerte 
de su Hijo, mucho más ahora que 
estamos reconciliados, seremos 
salvados por su vida” (Rom 5:10). Y 
su vida se manifiesta en nuestra vida 
de fe, que empieza con el Bautismo; 
se desarrolla en la docilidad a 
la gracia de Dios y, por tanto, 
está animada por la esperanza, 
que se renueva siempre y se hace 
inquebrantable por la acción del 
Espíritu Santo.

En efecto, el Espíritu Santo, con 
su presencia perenne en el camino 
de la Iglesia, es quien irradia en los 
creyentes la luz de la esperanza. Él 
la mantiene encendida como una 
llama que nunca se apaga, para 
dar apoyo y vigor a nuestra vida. 
La esperanza cristiana, de hecho, 
no engaña ni defrauda, porque está 
fundada en la certeza de que nada 
ni nadie podrá separarnos nunca del 
amor divino.

Mientras el Espíritu Santo mantiene 
encendida la luz de la esperanza “como 
una llama que nunca se apaga,” se nos 
ordena permanecer vigilantes, estar 
alerta y no permitir nunca que la llama 
de la esperanza se apague en nuestros 
corazones. Por eso Jesús nos dice en la 
lectura del Evangelio de este domingo 

(Mt 24:37-44): “Estén, pues, vigilantes 
ya que no saben en qué día vendrá el 
Señor” (Mt 24:42).

En la segunda lectura de este 
domingo (Rom 13:11-14), san Pablo 
insiste mucho en este tema del 
Adviento:

Hermanos y hermanas: Conocen 
ustedes, además, el momento 
especial en que vivimos: que ya 
es hora de despertar del sueño, 
pues nuestra salvación está ahora 
más cerca de nosotros que cuando 
empezamos a creer. La noche está 
avanzada, el día a punto de llegar 
(Rom 13:11-12).

La luz de Cristo supera la oscuridad 
del mundo; penetra en las sombras 
de la desesperación y trae esperanza 
a nuestros atribulados corazones y 
mentes. 

La reciente exhortación apostólica 
“Dilexi Te” (“Te he amado”), que 
comenzó a redactar el papa Francisco 
y la culminó el papa León XIV, nos 
ofrece algunas perspectivas sagaces 
sobre Jesús, “el Mesías pobre” que es 
nuestra Bendita Esperanza:

En su encarnación, Él “se 
anonadó a sí mismo, tomando la 
condición de servidor y haciéndose 
semejante a los hombres. Y 
presentándose con aspecto humano” 
(Flp 2:7), de esa forma nos trajo la 
salvación. Se trata de una pobreza 
radical, fundada sobre su misión de 

revelar el verdadero rostro del amor 
divino (cf. Jn 1:18; 1 Jn 4:9). Por 
tanto, con una de sus admirables 
síntesis, san Pablo puede afirmar: 
“Ya conocen la generosidad de 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo que, siendo 
rico, se hizo pobre por nosotros, a 
fin de enriquecernos con su pobreza” 
(2 Cor 8:9). (#18)

La temporada de espera llena de 
esperanza en la que nos adentramos 
en este Adviento se nos llama a 
reflexionar sobre la paradoja del 
Mesías pobre cuya venida nos 
bendice a todos, pero especialmente 
a los pobres y vulnerables entre 
nosotros, con las riquezas de su 
gracia celestial. Esperamos este 
gran regalo del amor de Dios porque 
confiamos en que se cumplirá la 
promesa del Señor de regresar con 
gloria.

Pero primero debemos permanecer 
despiertos y vigilantes. No nos 
atrevamos a cabecear, a ceder a la 
indiferencia ni al aletargamiento que 
provienen de la autoindulgencia o de 
la dureza de corazón. En su lugar, 
debemos mantenernos presentes, con 
los ojos bien abiertos. 

Al celebrar este fin de semana el 
primer domingo de Adviento, pidamos 
al Señor de la Esperanza, el Mesías 
pobre, que nos ayude a permanecer 
despiertos y a prepararnos para su 
nueva venida. †

Stay awake! Have faith in the coming of the Lord

¡Estemos vigilantes! Depositemos nuestra fe en la venida del Señor

Christ
theCornerstone
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December 12
Saint Meinrad Archabbey 
Guesthouse, 200 Hill Dr.,  
St. Meinrad. Being A 
Eucharistic People: The 
Embodied Presence of Christ, 
Benedictine Father Adrian Burke 
presenting, $350 single, $550 
double. Registration: 812-357-
6611, saintmeinrad.org/retreats.

December 12, 
January 9 
Oldenburg Franciscan Center, 
22143 Main St., Oldenburg.  
A Day of Quiet Renewal, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., $20, $80 
with spiritual direction. 
Information, registration:  
812-933-6437, oldenburg-
franciscancenter.org. 

December 13
Mount Saint Francis Center for 
Spirituality, 101 Saint Anthony 
Dr., Mount St. Francis. Advent 
Retreat: A Journey of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love,  
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Mount Saint 
Francis associate director Regina 
Proctor presenting, includes 
coffee, pastries and lunch, $60. 

Information, registration: 812-
923-8817, mountsaintfrancis.org/
advent-retreat.

2026

January 9-11
Saint Meinrad Archabbey 
Guesthouse, 200 Hill Dr., 
St. Meinrad. Young Adult 
Retreat, for ages 18-35, 
Benedictine Father Simon 
Herrmann presenting, 
$50 single, $100 double. 
Registration: 812-357-6611, 
saintmeinrad.org/retreats.

January 10
Oldenburg Franciscan Center, 
22143 Main St., Oldenburg. 
Mend Your Heart with 
Gratitude, 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
Jesuit Father Ed Kinerk 
presenting, $30. Information, 
registration: 812-933-6437, 
oldenburgfranciscancenter.org.

January 15,  
February 19
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat 
House, 5353 E. 56th St., 

Indianapolis. Day of Silence, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., $55, includes 
room, lunch, Mass and 
use of common areas and 
grounds, overnight stay 
available for additional $42, 
dinner additional $14.40. 
Registration: ftm.retreatportal.
com/events, 317-545-7681, 
lcoons@archindy.org.

January 16-18
Saint Meinrad Archabbey 
Guesthouse, 200 Hill Dr.,  
St. Meinrad. Biblical Mercy: 
Matthew’s Gospel as an 
Encounter with Jesus’ Love, 
Father Zachary Samples, Diocese 
of Springfield, Ill., presenting, 
$350 single, $550 double. 
Registration: 812-357-6611, 
saintmeinrad.org/retreats.

Mother of the Redeemer  
Retreat Center, 8220  
W. State Road 48, Bloomington. 
The Beauty of the Sacraments 
Retreat, 6 p.m. Fri.-10 a.m. Sun., 
Catholic Answers apologist 
Karlo Broussard presenting, 
$290 for single, $480 double, 

$670 triple, $860 quadruple, 
commuter $90, includes 
four meals and room for two 
nights, commuters $50.70 
includes lunch and dinner on 
Sat. Information, registration: 
812-825-4642, ext. 1, 
motheroftheredeemer.com.

Our Lady of Fatima Retreat 
House, 5353 E. 56th St., 
Indianapolis. TOBIT Marriage 
Preparation Weekend,  
7 p.m. Fri.-11:45 a.m. Sun., 
$400 per couple, separate rooms, 
includes meals and materials. 
Registration: ftm.retreatportal.
com/events, 317-545-7681, 
lcoons@archindy.org.

February 13-15
Saint Meinrad Archabbey 
Guesthouse, 200 Hill Dr., 
St. Meinrad. Seasons of Us: 
Renewing Marriage Through 
Every Stage of Life, married 
couples retreat, Josh and Angie 
Greulich presenting, $550 
double. Registration: 812-
357-6611, saintmeinrad.org/
retreats. †

Retreats and Programs
For a complete list of retreats as reported to 
The Criterion, log on to www.archindy.org/retreats.

Events Calendar For a list of events for the next four weeks as reported to 
The Criterion, log on to www.archindy.org/events.

December 1- 
January 4
St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross Parish, 23345 Gavin 
Lane, Bright. Bright Lights 
Christmas Light Display, 
Fridays and Saturdays  
6-10 p.m., Sundays  
6-9 p.m., freewill donations 
accepted. Information: 
brightlightsindiana.com,  
812-537-3992.

December 3
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat 
House, 5353 E. 56th St., 
Indianapolis. Mariology 
Workshop: Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Star of the New 
Evangelization, 6:30 p.m., 
in Spanish, sponsored by 
archdiocesan Hispanic Ministry, 
$20. Information, registration: 
fnavarrete@archindy.org, 
ministeriohispano.archindy.org.

MCL Cafeteria, 5520  
Castleton Corner Lane, 
Indianapolis. Solo Seniors, 
5:30-8:30 p.m., Catholic, 
educational, charitable and 
social singles—separated, 
widowed or divorced— 
age 50 and older, new members 
welcome, also call about regular 
Friday night dinner events. 
Information: 317-796-8605.

December 4
Marian University, 3200  
Cold Spring Road, 
Indianapolis. Gold Mass for 

Scientists, 4-6 p.m.; 4 p.m. 
Mass in Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Chapel in Evans Center; 
4:30 p.m. reception in Evans 
Center Room 152; 5 p.m. lecture 
in Room 152, Professor Chris 
Baglow, director of the Science 
and Religion Initiative of the 
McGrath Institute for Church 
Life at University of Notre 
Dame, presenting “The Catholic 
Faith and Modern Science: 
Understanding and Correcting 
the Conflict Model of Science 
and Religion,” free. Information, 
parking passes, registration: 317-
955-6012, jhorton@marian.edu.

December 4-7
Theater at the Fort, 8920  
Otis Ave., Indianapolis.  
Annie, Thurs., Fri. and Sat.  
7:30-9:30 p.m., Sat. and 
Sun. 3-5 p.m., performed 
by Agape Theater Company 
youth actors, tickets $10.25-
$20.50. Information, tickets: 
317-450-5171, info@
agapetheatercompany.com, 
agapetheatercompany.com.

December 5
Women’s Care Center, 4901 
W. 86th St., Indianapolis. First 
Friday Mass, 5 p.m., optional 
tour of center to follow. 
Information: 317-829-6800, 
womenscarecenter.org.

Our Lady of the Greenwood 
Church, 335 S. Meridian St., 
Greenwood. First Friday 

bilingual celebration of 
the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Mass 6 p.m. followed 
by adoration until 9 p.m., 
sacrament of reconciliation 
available. Information:  
317-750-7309, msross1@
hotmail.com. 

St. John Paul II Church, 2253 
St. Joe Road W., Sellersburg. 
First Friday Devotion,  
11:40 a.m., litany, consecration 
to the Sacred Heart, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet followed by 
noon Mass. Information:  
812-246-2512.

SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral, 
1347 N. Meridian St., 
Indianapolis. IndyCatholic 
Young Adults First Friday 
Adoration, 7-7:15 p.m. and 
8:30-9 p.m. fellowship in 
rectory, 7:15-7:30 p.m. 
reflection in chapel,  
7:30-8:30 p.m. adoration and 
confession in chapel, free. 
Information: indycatholic.org, 
Youngadult@archindy.org. 

December 6
Union County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 311 E. Union 
St., Liberty. Bethlehem 
Experience, 5-9 p.m., 
re-creation of Bethlehem from 
the time of Christ, includes 
live Nativity, hot chocolate and 
cookies, dress according to the 
weather, park at fairgrounds or 
use free shuttle service from 

Liberty courthouse square, 
sponsored by St. Bridget of 
Ireland Parish in Liberty, 
free but donations welcome. 
Information: Jane Joliff,  
765-969-4388, janejolliff@
hotmail.com.

St. Joseph Church, 312  
E. High St., Corydon. Advent 
Day of Reflection: Return of 
the Prodigal Son,  
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
meditations on Rembrandt 
painting, lunch included, $15, 
register by Dec. 2. Information, 
registration: 812-738-2742, 
ext. 22, benjamin.reinhart@
catholic-community.org. 

St. Andrew Church, 4052 
E. 38th St., Indianapolis. 
Unlikely Advent: How Would 
You Answer an Unlikely 
Call?, 8 a.m.-noon, women’s 
morning of reflection, 8 a.m. 
Mass, 9 a.m. breakfast,  
10 a.m. presentation by 
Divine Word Missionary 
Father Charles Smith, 
11 a.m. keynote by 
archdiocesan coordinator 
of Black Catholic Ministry 
Irorobeje Crystal Owhoso-
Maddox, co-sponsored by 
the archdiocesan Black 
Catholic and Bowman-
Francis ministries, $25. 
Information, registration: 
tinyurl.com/BFmorning25, 
blackcatholicministry@
archindy.org.

Hispanic Ministry Gala 
Honoring the Blessed 
Mother, 5-10 p.m.; 5 p.m. 
check-in at Archbishop 
Edward T. O’Meara Catholic 
Center Assembly Hall, 1400 
N. Meridian St., Indianapolis; 
6 p.m. Mass in Spanish at  
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral, 
1347 N. Meridian St., 
Indianapolis, with  
Archbishop Charles  
C. Thompson, celebration to 
follow in Archbishop  
Edward T. O’Meara Catholic 
Center featuring Argentinian 
composer and musician 
Pablo Martinez, sponsored 
by archdiocesan Hispanic 
Ministry, individual tickets 
$40, couples $70, table of eight 
$240. Information, registration: 
tinyurl.com/hispanicgala25, 
fnavarrete@archindy.org, 
ministeriohispano.archindy.org.

St. Teresa Benedicta of  
the Cross Church, 23345  
Gavin Lane, Bright.  
St. Nick at Bright Lights, 
6-8 p.m., photos and treats 
available, freewill donations 
accepted. Information: 
brightlightsindiana.com, 812-
537-3992.

St. John Paul II Church, 2253 
St. Joe Road W., Sellersburg. 
First Saturday Devotion, 
8 a.m., rosary, litany, 
consecration to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, confession 

8-8:30 a.m. followed by  
8:30 a.m. Mass. Information: 
812-246-2512.

St. Matthew the Apostle 
Church, 4100 E. 56th St., 
Indianapolis. Children’s 
Rosary, 9 a.m., children of 
all ages invited to pray rosary 
every first Saturday, donuts 
and fellowship to follow, free. 
Information: julie3reyes@
gmail.com. 

Sisters of Providence,  
1 Sisters of Providence,  
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods. 
Teen Volunteering 
Opportunity,  
9 a.m.-2 p.m., ages 12-18, 
visit with elder sisters and 
help them with activities such 
as Bingo, exercise, baking 
and more. Information, 
registration: teenvolunteer.
sistersofprovidence.org, 
jluna@spsmw.org,  
361-500-9505.

December 9
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, 1 Sisters of 
Providence, Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, St. Mary-of-
the-Woods. Taizé Prayer at 
the Woods, 7-8 p.m., silent 
and spoken prayers, simple 
music, silence, virtual option 
available. Information: Taize.
SistersofProvidence.org, 812-
535-2952. †

Mark and Rebecca (Heyob) 
Oglesby, members of St. Michael Parish 
in Brookville, celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Nov. 8.

The couple was married in St. John the 
Baptist Church in Harrison, Ohio, on Nov. 8, 
1975.

They have four children: Curtis, Daniel, 
Patrick and Samuel Oglesby.

The couple also has 11 grandchildren. †

Wedding Anniversaries

Announcements for couples celebrating 50, 55, 60, 65, 70 or more years of 
marriage are accepted. Go to cutt.ly/anniversaries or call 317-236-1585.

Advent and Christmas concerts  
will spread joy in the  

archdiocese in December
It’s the time of year when parishes 

celebrate the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas with sacred music 
concerts. Below are the events 
reported to The Criterion as of  
Nov. 25.

December 3
—Marian University Hall 
Theater, 3200 Cold Spring Road, 
Indianapolis. Advent Concert with 
Holy Hour, 6:30 p.m., featuring the 
music of Catholic composer  
John Angotti and his band with 
youth choirs of St. Roch and  
St. Pius X parishes in Indianapolis, 
followed by a penance service and 
holy hour in the Bishop Chartrand 
Chapel, free, reservations requested. 
Information, reservations: tinyurl.
com/Marianadvent25 (then click on 
“Theater”), jgarcia@marian.edu,  
765-602-2599.

December 7
—St. Christopher Church, 5301  
W. 16th St., Indianapolis.  
Advent/Christmas Concert,  
4:30 p.m., freewill donations 
accepted for parish’s Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul conference. 
Information: 317-241-6314, 
mcampinho@stchrisindy.org. 

—St. Matthew the Apostle Church, 
4100 E. 56th St., Indianapolis. Advent 
Evening of Music and Reflection, 
6-7 p.m., music, handbells, Scripture, 
reflections, free. Information: 317-257-
4297, info@saintmatt.org.

December 14
—Holy Name of Jesus Church, 89 
N. 17th Ave., Beech Grove. Annual 
Christmas Concert, 5 p.m., donations 
accepted. Information: 317-784-5454, 
sr.sheila@holyname.cc.

—Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Church, 7225 Southeastern Ave., 
Indianapolis. Carols and Classics with 
the Vickery Family, 4 p.m.; Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra violinist Peter 
Vickery, his wife pianist Joyce Vickery 
and their family present classic and 
original carols for the Christmas season, 
freewill offerings accepted. Information: 
317-357-1200, tmarlin@nativityindy.org.

December 19
—St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross Church, 23345 Gavin Lane, 
Bright. Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra concert, 6:30 p.m., freewill 
donations accepted. Information: 
brightlightsindiana.com,  
812-537-3992. †
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Jesus ‘is the king of our hearts,’ Jesus ‘is the king of our hearts,’ 
Archbishop Perez shares at NCYC’s closing MassArchbishop Perez shares at NCYC’s closing Mass

By Sean Gallagher

Looking out from a sanctuary built on the floor of 
Lucas Oil Stadium on the 16,000 youths from across 
the country that came to Indianapolis for the National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC), Philadelphia 
Archbishop Nelson J. Perez shared with them a message 
of hope he wanted them to nurture in their hearts as they 
returned to their homes.

“When you feel lost, Jesus is your shepherd,” said 
Archbishop Perez in his homily during the conference’s 
closing Mass on Nov. 22. “Remember that. When you 
feel you’re in darkness, Jesus is your light. When you feel 
you’re absolutely hungry and your soul is weighed down, 
Jesus is your bread.”

Jesus, he returned to again and again in his homily on 
the feast of Christ the King, is the “king of our hearts.”

In reflecting on Christ the King, Archbishop Perez said 
that he is not a king in the way that the world views such 
rulers.

“His throne is a cross,” he said. “His crown is not made 
of gold and gems. It’s made of thorns. He doesn’t wear 
fancy, beautiful, priceless rings on his hands. He has nails.”

According to the world, Christ’s death on the cross 
was “the worst of all ways to execute a criminal.”

But, because of Christ’s resurrection, the Church in 
faith proclaims that his crucifixion was actually a great 
victory for him and all who believe in him.

“Goodness has won,” Archbishop Perez said. “Christ 
the King has already given us victory. We have to 
embrace that, internalize that and make a part of who we 
are. And that’s the journey of our Christian life.”

Three times in his homily, Archbishop Perez cried out 
in a popular and historic phrase in Spanish, “Viva Cristo 
Rey!” (“Long live Christ the King!”). And each time, the 
congregation cried out the common reply, “Que viva!” 
(“He lives!”).

Because the centerpiece of this year’s NCYC was a 
nearly hourlong video interaction of the participants with 
Pope Leo XIV, Archbishop Perez reflected in his homily 
on parts of the pontiff’s message.

He reminded them in the pope’s words that Jesus “ 
‘knows when life feels heavy. Even you do not feel his 
presence, our faith tells us he is there.’ ”

Archbishop Perez encouraged them in the pope’s 
words to take “ ‘daily moments of silence … whether 
through adoration, or reading Scripture, or simply talking 
to’ ” Jesus in order to build up a relationship with him 
and to “ ‘entrust their struggles’ ” to him.

“ ‘Little by little, we learn to hear his voice both from 
within and through the people he sends us. As you grow 

closer to Jesus, do not 
fear what he may ask you 
for. If he challenges you 
to make changes in your 
life, it’s always because 
he wants to give you a 
greater joy and freedom. 
God is never outdone in 
generosity.’ ”

Archbishop Perez 
offered a heartfelt prayer at 
the end of his homily after 
quoting Pope Leo’s words.

“Thank you, Lord, for 
the visit of your vicar,” he 
said. “We are blessed and 
honored to have had him 
with us. And thank you, 
Lord, for being our king, 
for being the king of our 
hearts.”

He and the 16,000 
youths in the stadium then 
ended the homily as they 
had begun it.

“Viva Cristo Rey!”
“Que viva!”

“Viva Cristo Rey!”
“Que viva!”
“Viva Cristo Rey!”
“Que viva!”
The love for Christ that the youths and their 

chaperones showed during the homily poured forth during 
Communion when many knelt and raised their hands 
in prayer, entering into the popular praise and worship 
music that the conference’s house band played.

And as Archbishop Perez, more than 20 concelebrating 
bishops and nearly 250 concelebrating priests processed 
off the stadium’s floor at the end of the closing Mass, the 
house band struck up again the praise and worship music 
that filled the hearts of the 16,000 youths who joyfully 
celebrated their faith.

With the music continuing to play and youths still 
overflowing with joy in the stadium, Karyna Lopez spoke 
in a concourse of the stadium with The Criterion about 
her experience of her second NCYC.

“It was so good that I had to come again,” said 
Karyna, a teenager from the Diocese of Jefferson City, 
Mo. “The Holy Spirit is very strong here. Everyone is just 
so inspired for the Lord.

“I got to meet the Church of today. It’s amazing. There 
may not be that many [Catholics] at my school, but I 
know that there are people out there that have the same 
faith.”

Like many of the other 16,000 teens who attended 
NCYC, Karyna took memories of her encounter with Pope 
Leo as she left Lucas Oil Stadium and prepared to return 
home.

“We got to see the pope,” she said with joy. “It was 
amazing. He had so much wisdom to share. I’m just glad 
that I got to experience that.”

(For more photos from NCYC, visit www.archindy.org/
ncyc.) †

Some 16,000 Catholic teenagers from across the country worship on Nov. 22 in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis during the closing 
Mass of the National Catholic Youth Conference. (Photos by Sean Gallagher)

Like young Church, may we remember Christ Like young Church, may we remember Christ 
will ‘always welcome you home’will ‘always welcome you home’

Pope Leo XIV had a simple yet profound message for the 
16,000 youths who attended the National Youth Conference 
(NCYC) in Indianapolis on Nov. 20-22, telling them, “You 
are not only the future of the Church, you are the present.”

He added, “Your voices, your ideas, your faith matter 
right now, and the Church needs you. The Church needs 
what you have been given to share with all of us.”

The Holy Father’s nearly hourlong virtual dialogue 
on Nov. 21 was the highlight of this year’s pilgrimage 
of faith, which featured teenagers ages 14-18 and youth 
ministers, chaperones, clergy, religious, speakers and 
volunteers. The questions from five teenagers to the 
pope touched on themes of technology use, artificial 
intelligence, forgiveness, hope and the Church’s future. 

Elise Wing was one of the five teenagers who shared a 

question with Pope Leo, a moment filled with history and 
hope for her.

“Walking up on that stage felt like history. It really 
did,” said Elise, who is from the Archdiocese of Dubuque 
in Iowa. “And I am just so honored and blessed—I mean, 
the pope said our names.”

The theme of the conference “I am/Yo Soy,” in English 
and Spanish, was repeated several times during the 
gathering, including at the opening Mass on Nov. 20 
that Archbishop Charles C. Thompson celebrated for the 
1,550 archdiocesan youths who attended NCYC.

“Every time I say, ‘Are you ready,’ I want you to 
respond, ‘I am,’ ” he explained in his homily at the Mass 
celebrated in the Indiana Convention Center. “And when I 
say, ‘Estás listo,’ you respond, ‘Yo soy.’ ”

The stories and photos featured on pages 1B-12B in 
this week’s issue of The Criterion share examples of a 
young Church that, we pray, moves forward in following 
the advice and words of wisdom Pope Leo shared with 
them.

But no matter your age, each of us would do well 
to remember much of what the Holy Father shared, 
including allowing Jesus to pick us up when we stumble 
in living out our vocations.

“It can be discouraging when we fall, but do not focus 
on all your sins. Look to Jesus,” the pope said. “Trust his 
mercy and go to him with confidence. He will always 
welcome you home.”

—Mike Krokos, editor

National Catholic Youth Conference participants from the Diocese of Charleston, S.C., kneel in prayer 
during the event’s closing Mass on Nov. 22 in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.
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Pope tells U.S. high school students Pope tells U.S. high school students 
their voice, ideas, faith mattertheir voice, ideas, faith matter

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope Leo XIV urged  
U.S. high school students to be “intentional” with their 
screen time, their prayer time and their involvement in a 
local parish.

“One of my own personal heroes, one of my favorite 
saints, is St. Augustine of Hippo,” the pope told 16,000 
young Catholics meeting in Indianapolis. “He searched 
everywhere for happiness, but nothing satisfied him 
until he opened his heart to God. That is why he wrote, 
‘You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is 
restless until it rests in you.’ ”

With a livestream connection, Pope Leo spoke for 
close to an hour on Nov. 21 with participants at the 
National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) meeting at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.

The pope responded to questions from five high 
school students: Mia Smothers from the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore; Ezequiel Ponce from the Archdiocese of  
Los Angeles; Christopher Pantelakis from the 
Archdiocese of Las Vegas; Micah Alcisto from 
the Diocese of Honolulu; and Elise Wing from the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque, Iowa.

The questions were developed in meetings with other 
students and adults and were sent to the pope in advance.

Pope Leo did respond to a question and comment 
posed by Katie Prejean McGrady, who was moderating 
the event. She mentioned that she had given the pope a 
pair of socks some time ago, and said she wanted to know 
what he used as an opening word when he played the 
online game Wordle each day.

“I just want to say I only wear white socks, and I use 
a different word for Wordle every day, so there’s no set 
starting word,” the pope said, before turning to the young 
people’s questions.

Pantelakis asked for the pope’s advice on balancing the 
use of smartphones and social media with “making faith 
connections outside of technology.”

Pope Leo, using technology to address the students, 
listed many good things technology does. For example, 
“it lets us stay connected with people who are far away,” 
he said, and there are “amazing tools for prayer, for 
reading the Bible, for learning more about what we 
believe, and it allows us to share the Gospel with people 
we may never meet in person.

“But even with all that, technology can never replace 
real, in-person relationships; simple things [like] a hug, 
a handshake, a smile—all those things are essential to 
being human and to have those things in a real way, not 
through a screen,” is important.

Pope Leo encouraged the students to follow the 
example of St. Carlo Acutis, who used technology to 
spread devotion to the Eucharistic, but limited his time 
online and made sure he went to Mass, spent time in 
eucharistic adoration and served the poor.

“Be intentional with your screen time,” the pope told 
the young people. “Make sure technology serves your life 
and not the other way around.”

Alciso asked for advice about using ChatGPT and 
other forms of artificial intelligence.

While Pope Leo has continued to push AI developers 
and governments to formulate ethical guidelines and 
include controls to protect young people, he told the  
high school students that “safety is not only about rules; it 
is about education, and it is about personal responsibility. 
Filters and guidelines can help you, but they cannot make 
choices for you; only you can do that.

“Using AI responsibly means using it in ways that 
help you grow, never in ways that distract you from your 
dignity or your call to holiness,” the pope said. “AI can 
process information quickly, but it cannot replace human 
intelligence—and don’t ask it to do your homework for 
you.”

AI, he said, “will not judge between what is truly right 
and wrong. And it won’t stand in wonder, in authentic 
wonder, before the beauty, the beauty of God’s creation. 
So be prudent. Be wise. Be careful that your use of AI 
does not limit your true human growth.

“Use it in such a way that if it disappeared tomorrow, 
you would still know how to think how to create, how 
to act on your own, how to form authentic friendships,” 
the pope said. And “remember, AI can never replace the 
unique gift that you are to the world.”

Responding to Wing, who asked about the future of 
the Church, Pope Leo told the young people they are an 
important part of its present. “Your voices, your ideas, your 
faith matter right now, and the Church needs you,” he said.

But, looking ahead, he asked them to ask themselves: 
“What can I offer the Church for the future? How can I 

help others come to know Christ? How can I build peace 
and friendship around me?”

Smothers asked the pope if he ever finds it difficult to 
accept God’s mercy.

“All of us struggle with this at times,” the pope said. 
“The truth is that none of us is perfect.”

But, he added, it also is true that God always forgives.
“We may struggle to forgive, but God’s heart is 

different,” Pope Leo told the teens. “God never stops 
inviting us back. We experience this mercy of God in 
a special way in the sacrament of reconciliation; in 
confession, Jesus meets us through the priest. When we 
honestly confess our sins and accept our penance, the 
priest gives absolution, and we know with certainty that 
we are forgiven.

“Do not focus only on your sins. Look to Jesus, trust 
his mercy and go to him with confidence; he will always 
welcome you home,” the pope said to applause. †

Pope Leo XIV laughs during a meeting livestreamed from the 
Vatican with 16,000 young people gathered at the National 
Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis on Nov. 21. (CNS photo/

Vatican Media)

Youths embrace Pope Leo’s call to Youths embrace Pope Leo’s call to 
live their lives with faith, hope and lovelive their lives with faith, hope and love

By John Shaughnessy and Natalie Hoefer

Seventeen-year-old Isabelle Bedel jumped to her feet 
and shouted with joy, joining in the thunderous roar that 
resounded through Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis 
on Nov. 21 when Pope Leo XIV appeared on a huge 
screen from the Vatican, sharing a smile and words of 
encouragement, advice and love for the 16,000 youths at 
the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC).

Moments before the pope’s appearance, Isabelle talked 
about the awesome feeling of him taking the time to connect 
with youths, to show their importance to him and the Church.

“The Catholic Church is a worldwide Church. It’s all 
over the place,” said Isabelle, a member of St. Susanna 
Parish in Plainfield. “And the pope in Rome seems so, 

so far away. And the fact that he’s going to be on a call 
with us here in Indiana, so close to home, it’s crazy 
how connected the Church is. Even though it’s big, it’s 
connected.

“And it’s cool that us teenagers aren’t overlooked. The 
pope, that’s the big guy, and he’s just talking to us for us. 
It’s just so cool. We feel very looked out for and seen by 
such an awesome dude.”

That awesome feeling soared even more for Isabelle 
when the nearly hourlong digital encounter ended and she 
reflected on what she considered the heart of the pope’s 
message.

“The main point that stood out for me from Pope 
Leo’s talk with us is how we are important and how every 
single one of us is needed for the future of the Church.

“I really liked how he said at one point how the people 
around us have shaped our faith and kind of given us our 
faith. And I think that’s really important. He talked about 
faithful friendships and just how they refresh the soul.

“For me, I really want to be able to be that faithful 
friend for somebody else—because I know that’s helped 
other people build the Church. I want to be like what other 
people did for me and influence other people’s faith.”

That fire and enthusiasm filled other youths who 
shared the impact that Pope Leo’s conversation with five 
of their peers had on them.

‘My heart was pumping’
Ezequiel Ponce from the Archdiocese of  

Los Angeles was one of the five teenagers chosen to share 
a question with Pope Leo, an experience that thrilled and 
overwhelmed him at the same time.

“When I was up there talking to the pope, I felt like I 
was talking to my dad or someone close to me,” he said. 
“When his face went on the screen, I was, of course, my 
heart was pumping, like, I was feeling all the emotions.”

Moving forward, Ezequiel hopes to use the experience 
to move closer to God.

“I will accept Pope Leo’s challenge of really being 

involved,” he said. “And that includes some of the things 
that he talked about like going to the Sunday Mass or 
attending the youth activities.”

‘God is always with us’
Before the digital encounter began, 16-year-old 

Matthew Biehl hoped Pope Leo would touch upon the 
struggles that teenagers are dealing with in their daily lives.

After the encounter, Matthew voiced his appreciation 
that the pope focused on those struggles—and that God is 
with them through those challenges.

“My biggest takeaway from Pope Leo, I’d say, is that 
he was very eager and ready to speak with us even though 
he has a busy schedule and everything,” said Matthew, 
a member of St. Gabriel Parish in Connersville. “I feel 
like he really emphasized the point that the youth are the 
present Church, and that we need to carry that on in the 
future even with all the developments in the world—AI, 
technology, social media.

“We have to remember what we are made for, and that 
God is always with us through that. I’ll try to remember 
what he has said and really take that to prayer and take it 
throughout my day and every day.”

Touches of hope and history
Elise Wing was also one of the five teenagers who 

shared a question with Pope Leo, a moment filled with 
history and hope for her.

“Walking up on that stage felt like history. It really 
did,” said Elise, who is from the Archdiocese of Dubuque,  
Iowa. “And I am just so honored and blessed to.. … I 
mean, the pope said our names.”

He also steered them toward what he said should be 
the focus of their lives.

“Everything that the Holy Father did pointed toward 
Jesus, how he came to us, and he said our names and 
made us feel known and heard. Like, that’s Jesus. That’s 
him acting in the image of Jesus,” Elise said. “And it’s 

Rylee Miller, left, and Isabelle Bedel of St. Susanna Parish 
in Plainfield, Ind., pose for a photo as Pope Leo XIV appears 
on a huge screen in the background at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis on Nov. 21 during the National Catholic Youth 
Conference. (Photo by John Shaughnessy) See EMBRACE, page 5B
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‘We’re here for a transforming experience,’ ‘We’re here for a transforming experience,’ 
archbishop says at special NCYC Massarchbishop says at special NCYC Mass

By Natalie Hoefer

Youthful exuberance was already on full display in the 
hallways of the Indiana Convention Center on Nov. 20, 
the first day of the National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC) in Indianapolis. 

Silly hats were traded. Clothespins with messages 
were clandestinely clipped on backpacks, and beach balls 
were bounced and volleyed.

But in a large meeting hall, the tone was reverent. There, 
more than 1,500 youths and chaperones from throughout 
central and southern Indiana gathered to worship at a Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop Charles C. Thompson.

His homily began with instructions related to this 
year’s NCYC theme, “I AM/Yo Soy.”

“Every time I say, ‘Are you ready,’ I  want you to 
respond, ‘I am,’ ” he explained. “And when I say, ‘Estás 
listo,’ you respond, ‘Yo soy.’ ” 

The archbishop noted there was “a lot of emotion” in 
the day’s readings. 

“Jesus certainly did not hold back on his emotions, 
displaying sadness, joy, anger, frustration and so forth 
throughout the Gospel [Lk 19:41-44],” he said. “Jesus 
weeps over Jerusalem” for failing to recognize him as the 
Son of God.

Christ’s display of emotion “helps us to identify with 
him, which is an essential aspect of being able to connect 
with the person of Jesus in a personal, transforming 
experience,” the archbishop continued.

“And that’s why we’re here—for a transforming 
experience … of a personal, intimate encounter with 
Jesus Christ.”

Such a personal encounter is at the heart of what it 
means to be an authentic missionary disciple, he said.

In the first reading from 1 Mc 2:15-29, the Hebrew 
Mattathias “stands firm in his conviction to remain 
faithful to the covenant relationship with the one true 
God,” Archbishop Thompson noted.

Cultivating a personal relationship with Jesus “through 
speechless prayer, words, sacrament and service” is  

necessary to meet the challenges of missionary 
discipleship, he added. 

“For that relationship, are you ready? Estás listo?” he 
asked. Responses of “I am” and “Yo soy” rose from the 
congregation. 

That relationship is strengthened by the transformative 
effects of receiving Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

“Jesus offers himself to us in word and sacrament, 
especially in and through the most holy Eucharist, to 
nourish hearts and sustain our conviction of faith … ,” 
Archbishop Thompson said. 

“Each time we gather for Mass, we bring all that 
burdens us, all that weighs upon us, and all that stirs in 
our hearts, and we give it to God, who transforms all 
things, who meets us where we are, but calls us to grow 
in faith, hope, and charity … . 

“Are you ready? Estás listo?” he asked “I am. Yo soy,” 
came the answer.

The archbishop called NCYC “a great spiritual 
occasion, much like the opportunity presented to the 
people of Jerusalem who failed to appreciate the divine 
presence before them in Jesus Christ … .” 

In contrast, he expressed hope that Jesus would “weep 
with joy over NCYC, ... weep with joy that we embrace 
this great opportunity.”

He called on those gathered from throughout the 
archdiocese to “embrace that joy” and to become “people 
of hope, the hope that comes from not merely knowing 
about Jesus, but through personal encounter with him. 

“Pope Leo continues to remind us to keep our eyes, 
our hearts, our minds fixed on [Jesus], and we shall not 
be disappointed.

“Are you ready? Estás listo?” Archbishop Thompson 
asked a final time.

And the people responded: “I am. Yo soy.” 
Cailan O’Connor says she was moved by the number 

of youths at the Mass.
“It always just amazes, me seeing that many people all 

in one setting there to do the same exact thing, just there 
to worship the Lord,” says the member of SS. Francis and 

Clare of Assisi Parish in Greenwood.
“And it was amazing just hearing everybody get louder 

and singing and saying their responses as Mass went on. 
You could just tell everybody’s getting a little bit more 
confident finding their groove and then the worship music 
that followed after. It was just amazing.”

Jose Torres-Mitre agrees, saying he has “never in my 
life” worshiped at a Mass with so many people.

“Out in the media, it seems like [the number of youths 
in the Church is] really small,” says the member of  
St. Philip Neri Parish in Indianapolis. “But once you go 
to Mass with all these [young] Catholics, the Church is 
actually pretty big with the youth.”

Jose says responding “yo soy” during the homily 
resonated with him.

“I’m always ready for Jesus to talk to me and for me 
to talk to him.” †

Archbishop Charles C. Thompson and priests throughout central 
and southern Indiana offer the eucharistic prayer during a special 
Mass for archdiocesan participants at the National Catholic Youth 
Conference at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis on 
Nov. 20. (Photo by Natalie Hoefer)

Priests, NCYC participants make  Priests, NCYC participants make  
the sacrament of penance a prioritythe sacrament of penance a priority

By Sean Gallagher

On Nov. 21, the first full day of the National Catholic 
Youth Conference (NCYC), a long line of people soon 
formed in the large exhibit hall at the Indiana Convention 
Center in Indianapolis set aside for the sacrament of 
penance.

The line snaked back and forth like the line for a 
roller coaster at an amusement park. It soon flowed out 
of the room out into the hallway. Dozens of priests and 
bishops sat in seats spread out across the hall ready to 
hear confessions in English and in Spanish and give 
conference participants God’s mercy.

About an hour before the room opened, the 16,000 
youths taking part in the conference heard Pope Leo XIV 
speak about the sacrament in a live video encounter they 
had with him in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.

“We experience [the] mercy of God in a special way 
in the sacrament of reconciliation,” the pontiff said. “In 

confession, Jesus meets us in the priest. We honestly 
confess our sin and accept our penance. The priest gives 
absolution and we know with certainty that we are 
forgiven.

“So yes, it can be discouraging when we fall. But 
do not focus only on your sins. Look to Jesus, trust his 
mercy and go to him with confidence. He will always 
welcome you home.”

Seeing the long line of people waiting to confess their 
sins and the dozens of priests and bishops waiting to 
celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation with them was 
“eye-opening” for Paige Allgeier, 17, a member of  
St. Louis Parish in Batesville who was attending NCYC 
for the first time.

“It was so cool, all these people wanting to be forgiven 
and giving their time to God, and all these priests,” said 
Paige. “It was amazing to see everyone so happy to be 
here and to worship the Lord.”

She spoke with The Criterion about the confession 
room soon after taking part in the sacrament herself.

“I needed to experience the Holy Spirit with a clean 
soul to really get the full experience [of NCYC],” Paige 
said. “I have a clean soul and will be so thankful for the 
Lord. I’ll go through the day thankful for him and for the 
Holy Spirit, being here with everyone.”

A group of teenage boys from the Diocese of Peoria, 
Ill., also spoke with The Criterion about making 
confession a priority during NCYC.

“No matter where we are and what we do, we’re all 
going to be sinners,” said John Baker. “So, at the end of 
the day, it’s good to go to confession and know that God 
is there and his mercy is still within you.”

After being absolved of his sins, he felt ready for the 
rest of the conference.

“It’s like a clean slate,” John said. “It’s a new day and 
a new start. I’m looking forward to learning what I can 
do to grow in Christ.”

The young men spoke about how, when they see 
their friends trying to live out their faith well, they 
are encouraged to do the same. Taking part in the 
sacrament of reconciliation for them is an important 
part of that.

“When I see my friend living the Catholic faith well, 

I’ll think, ‘Maybe I need to change some of the things 
that I’m doing,’ ” said Joshua Stedwill. “Seeing all the 
people going to confession makes people think, ‘I need 
to do that, too.’ Then we can bring that back to our high 
school.”

Another one of those friends was Frederic Couri. 
When he saw the long line of people waiting to go to 
confession, he doubted how personal the experience of 
the sacrament would be for him.

“But what I experienced in there was probably one 
of the more deep, personal confessions that I’ve had in 
a while,” he said. “It’s going to be my driving force. 
It’s given me the mindset that I’ll take into the different 
keynotes or talks. In the future, when I go to adoration or 
confession, I’ll focus on how I grow in my deep, personal 
relationship with Christ.”

Redemptorist Father Denis Sweeney has attended 
many NCYCs. Each time, he takes time to offer God’s 
mercy in the confession room. This year’s NCYC was no 
different for him.

“It’s an ideal moment for these young people to 
experience God’s love and forgiveness and not feel like 
they’re being hounded or judged,” Father Denis said. 
“They’re hungry for forgiveness. They want to be right 
with the Lord. They want to feel his grace and start 
over.”

Father Kyle Rodden, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in 
Corydon and St. Mary Parish in Lanesville, took his own 
turn in the confession room at NCYC on Nov. 21.

He was impressed by seeing so many other priests 
hearing confessions alongside him.

“To be a part of the brotherhood, to be a part of the 
bigger reality of God’s grace at work is humbling and 
very joyful,” said Father Rodden. “It’s a very joyful 
ministry to be a part of.”

He was also humbled to be a channel of God’s mercy 
and grace to so many people who came to him for the 
sacrament.

“I have to humbly pray that the Lord will provide 
what the person is looking for, certainly with mercy, 
but also with any special counsel or words of 
encouragement,” Father Rodden said. “It’s a great 
blessing to be there.” †

Father Kyle Rodden, left, is one of dozens of priests hearing 
confessions on Nov. 21 in an exhibit hall at the Indiana 
Convention Center in Indianapolis used for the sacrament of 
penance during the National Catholic Youth Conference. The 
priest is pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Corydon and St. Mary 
Parish in Lanesville. (Photo by Sean Gallagher)
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Relic chapel at NCYC draws teens Relic chapel at NCYC draws teens 
in quiet prayer closer to the saintsin quiet prayer closer to the saints

By Sean Gallagher

The Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis 
was often filled with laughter and loud, excited talk as 
thousands of teens made their way back and forth through 
its wide hallways during the National Catholic Youth 
Conference (NCYC) on Nov. 20-22.

But all that hubbub went away just a few steps off of 
one of those hallways in a eucharistic adoration chapel, 
which has been a common feature of NCYC over the 
years. Adjacent to it this year was a new, additional 
chapel—one that invited its visitors to venerate the relics 
of several saints.

Present there were the relics of saints connected to 
each of the Church’s seven sacraments: St. Francis Xavier 
for baptism; St. Catherine of Siena for confirmation; 
St. Carlo Acutis for the Eucharist; St. John Vianney for 
the sacrament of penance; St. Teresa of Calcutta for the 
anointing of the sick; SS. Joachim and Ann for marriage; 
and St. Alphonsus Liguori for holy orders.

All of the relics were what have traditionally been 
called “first-degree relics”—a part of a saint’s body.

Pauline Sister Bethany Davis helped oversee the 
eucharistic adoration chapel and the relic chapel at NCYC 
and was glad that the 16,000 youths at the conference 
could venerate the saints and learn more about them.

“It’s a tangible way for them to learn that a life of 
holiness can actually be lived in real life,” she said. “It’s 
a unique opportunity for them. Not a lot of parishes have 
a lot of relics. So, for them to have the opportunity to 
encounter the saints, saints they may not have heard of 
before, could be an important step for a person’s faith 
journey.”

Mason Smith of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
in West Virginia spent time praying before the relic of 
St. Catherine of Siena because she was his girlfriend’s 
confirmation saint and he had been confirmed earlier this 
year.

“A lot of the time, we feel that the saints are so 
above us, that they’re special and one-of-a-kind,” said 
Mason. “And they are. But we can be saints, too, through 
deliberate prayer and living through Christ every single 
day.”

Although venerating relics may have been new to 
many NCYC participants, it wasn’t for Hope Dierker 
of the Diocese of Covington, Ky. Earlier this year, she 
traveled to Assisi where she visited the resting place of 
Carlo Acutis.

“He’s a millennial 
saint,” said Hope. “He 
makes it more real for us 
that that can be us.”

Although only a 
small relic of St. Carlo 
was at NCYC, Hope 
still appreciated praying 
before it.

“I got the opportunity 
to be in the presence of 
his entire body,” she said. 
“But to be able to be in 
the presence of a small 
part of him is just as 
important because it was 
part of him and a part of 
his life. It’s incredible 
and powerful. It makes 
me want to be a saint.”

Hope also appreciated 
how the adoration chapel 
and the relic chapel 
offered an opportunity 
for quiet prayer amid the 
often loud atmosphere of NCYC.

“There’s a lot of craziness,” she said. “There is a lot of 
people everywhere and a lot of excitement. That’s super 
good. But where you really encounter the Lord personally 
is in silence. It’s really important to hear his voice. 
Sometimes, it’s just a whisper. And you need to be able to 
have silence to hear that.”

Sister Bethany said the quiet that the chapels offered 
was an important aspect of them, especially for the 
teenagers attending NCYC.

“There aren’t a lot of opportunities for silence in 
our lives today, especially in the life of a young person, 
whether that’s of their own making or just the noise of 
the world today,” Sister Bethany said. “So, I think it’s 
important for them to know that they can be alone.

“A lot of times, people aren’t afraid to pray. And 
maybe they’re not even afraid of God. But they’re afraid 
of what might be said in the silence, or they’re afraid to 
be alone with themselves. So, to provide them with an 
opportunity for them to know that it’s OK, that Jesus is 
there and there are people like them [in the saints] all 
around is a really beautiful opportunity.”

This was a message that Pope Leo XIV shared with 

the 16,000 youths at NCYC on Nov. 21 during a live 
video encounter that took place at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis.

“To entrust our struggles to Jesus, we have to spend 
time with him in prayer,” he said. “We have to have a 
relationship with him. In quiet, we can speak honestly 
about what is in our hearts. During eucharistic adoration, 
you can look at Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and you 
know that he looks at you, and he looks at you with love. 
He often speaks to us gently in the stillness.

“That is why daily moments of silence are so 
important, whether through adoration, reading Scripture, 
talking to him, looking for those little spaces of time 
where we can be with him. Little by little, we learn to 
hear his voice, to feel his presence, both within and 
through the people that he sends to us.

“ … Remember also Mary, the mother of Jesus, and 
our mother. She understands what we go through and she 
prays for us. There’s a powerful way to ask for her help, 
and that’s praying the rosary, through her intercession.

“And with all the saints praying for us, we can 
confidently place everything in God’s hands, knowing 
that he always hears us, he’s always with us.” †

National Catholic Youth Conference participants pray before a relic of St. Teresa of Calcutta on Nov. 21  
in a room of the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis used as a relic chapel at the event. (Photo by  

Sean Gallagher)

beautiful to see somebody so holy really coming to us 
like Jesus would, like Jesus does.

“In the very end, he was like, ‘I see hope in this 
generation.’ And that was something that really hit me.”

‘One-to-one with God’
Listening to Pope Leo, Gabriel Gonzalez realized 

he needs to focus his life more on his faith and his 
relationship with God.

“One of the biggest takeaways from Pope Leo’s 
message is that he talked about prayer and adoration,” 
said Gabriel, a member of Our Lady of the Greenwood 
Parish in Greenwood. “Looking back, I feel like I need to 
do more in my day-to-day spiritual life.

“I feel I’ve ignored that part of my spiritual life. 
Moving forward, I’m going to start praying more in-depth 
and doing more Scripture analysis. That really helps in 

your prayer life. And I think I might go to adoration more 
because that’s a one-to-one with God.”

‘A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity’
In anticipation of Pope Leo’s appearance, 16-year-old 

Lillie Bischoff viewed the digital encounter as “a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to see him this early in my life.”

When the encounter ended, Lillie embraced the 
opportunity she has to make a difference in people’s lives.

“The one thing that really stood out to me was how 
much Pope Leo encouraged us to not be afraid to live 
our lives and try to do God’s will, especially if it’s a 
vocation called to religious life, sacramental married life 
or priesthood,” said Lillie, a member of St. Gabriel Parish 
in Connersville. 

“One way that I can apply this to my life is to help 
others know and encourage them to listen to God’s will. 
Whether that’s in using silent prayer, like adoration, or 
just talking it out with them—to hopefully get them to do 
God’s will, so we can all reach heaven.”

A call to share the faith with the world’
As she listened to Pope Leo share his encouragement, 

advice and love with all the youths at the National 
Catholic Youth Conference, Rylee Miller thought of all 
her peers who didn’t have the opportunity to hear him, 
and who don’t have faith as a foundation in their lives.

She focused on how Pope Leo called youths to bring 
others to the Church.

“I feel that’s really important because some people 
get lost and don’t really go to church much or help out a 
lot,” said Rylee, 16, a member of St. Susanna Parish in 
Plainfield.

“I know at our church, we really do a lot with the little 
kids, and I think that’s really inspiring that he’s calling us 
to come to our Church and just to devote some of our time 
and some of our knowledge and share it with the world.”

A plan for the present and the future
Marley Wyatt described “getting to be in the presence 

of the Holy Father” as “a massive honor.”
He hopes to make the most of that experience by 

trying to understand and honor the plan that he believes 
God has for his life.

“One thing I took away is that we’re not here by 
accident. God has a plan for us,” said 
Marley, 16, a member of St. Rita 
Parish in Indianapolis. “Of course, he 
has a plan for everything. But he also 
has a plan simply for us. He loves us. 
He wants us to do his will. And so, 
we must. Always.

“In my mind, I will do what he 
wants me to do. My thoughts don’t 
matter. The finite will bow before the 
infinite. That is all. I will surrender 
myself before God. I will perform his 

will more than mine.”

‘You always have God to rely on’
In case one of the five youths who asked Pope Leo 

a question hadn’t been available, Nate Hollinden was 
an alternate for that role. And even though that didn’t 

happen, just being part of the 
experience of seeing and hearing 
Pope Leo is an experience he will 
treasure.

“All the people I’ve got to work 
with, it’s really been an honor to 
get to be with them,” said Nate, 15, 
a member of St. Paul Parish in Tell 
City. “It’s been amazing.”

It’s been life-changing, too—a 
feeling many youths had after the 
digital encounter with Pope Leo.

“I really took out that you’ll always have God,” Nate 
said. “You’ll always have Jesus to fall back on even if 
you feel like everyone is not liking you, everyone is 
ignoring you. You always have God to rely on. 

“You should try to never lose that focus. You should 
always stay positive and stay where you need to be in 
your faith. I’m going to try to show other people that if I 
can live my life in faith, and that I can stay positive, then 
hopefully that can get them to do the same thing.” †

EMBRACE
continued from page 3B

Gabriel Gonzalez of Our Lady of the Greenwood Parish in 
Greenwood, left, shares a photo with Matthew Biehl and Lillie 
Bischoff, both of St. Gabriel Parish in Connersville, after  
Pope Leo XIV shared a digital encounter with 16,000 youths  
at the National Catholic Youth Conference on Nov. 21. (Photo by  

John Shaughnessy)

Marley Wyatt

Nate Hillinden



Page 6B     Friday, November 28, 2025     The Criterion

Terre Haute teens ‘expecting the best’ at NCYC Terre Haute teens ‘expecting the best’ at NCYC 
find it ‘way more’ than expectedfind it ‘way more’ than expected

By Natalie Hoefer

It’s about 12:30 p.m. on Nov. 20, and youths from 
around the country are starting to arrive at the Indiana 
Convention Center in Indianapolis for the National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC).

Among them are three members from three  
Terre Haute parishes—plus one’s cousin from 
Indianapolis. 

As the four youths sit down to speak with The Criterion, 
their eyes are bright with excitement as they anticipate all 
the three-day event will bring.

This article captures the pre-NCYC expectations and 
post-conference takeaways of the Terre Haute teens: Sofia 
Medina of St. Margaret Mary Parish, Sophia Conner of 
St. Patrick Parish and Carmella Marrero of St. Benedict 
Parish. 

Joining the group is Medina’s cousin, Lily Morales 
of St. Luke the Evangelist Parish in Indianapolis. She 
attended NCYC as part of the Terre Haute group.

‘Expecting the best’
This NCYC marks the second for Medina, who 

attended the conference in Indianapolis in 2023.
“I liked it last [time] because I got to meet new 

people, especially from different places and different 
communities,” the high school senior says on the opening 
day of this year’s event. “So, I’m hoping to be able to do 
the same this year.”

She says she is “just excited for everything,” but 
especially the live digital session with Pope Leo XIV.

So is Sophia, her fellow senior.
“Just to see him live [on screen] and hear his voice, I 

think that’s going to be so amazing,” she says.
But, as a first-timer at NCYC, Sophia is also looking 

forward “to just everything.”
“My sister went, and she just said it was just magical,” 

she says. “So, I’m just expecting the best.”
Carmella was a freshman the first time she attended 

NCYC. This time, the junior says she is approaching the 
experience more philosophically, looking forward to 
“learning more stuff about myself and my own faith and 
just getting to experience more thoughtful stuff.”

Lily, the youngest of the four teens, was excited to 
share her first NCYC with her cousin.

“I’m a freshman, so I want to start high school by 
just growing in my faith in the best ways possible and 
connecting with others,” she says. 

As the four youths head off to join into the growing 
crowd in the convention center, they don white,  
fur-trimmed cowboy hats with black spots—part of  
the “silly hat” culture of NCYC.

‘Way more than I expected’
Two days have passed, and it’s now 12:30 p.m.  

on Nov. 22. There are still 10 hours left of NCYC, 

including the closing Mass in Lucas Oil Stadium. 
But much has happened in the last 48 hours. Four 

general sessions for the 16,000 participants have taken 
place in the stadium, including adoration and the pope’s 
live, on-screen interaction and more.

As they gather to share about their NCYC experience, 
none of the four from the Terre Haute group has the 
cowboy hats they started with.

“I think Lily traded, like, 30 hats,” Sophia says with 
amusement. “And I got to arm wrestle a friar! I won, but I 
think he let me win.”

The senior turns more serious as she reflects on the 
spiritual side of her first NCYC experience.

“It exceeded my expectations,” Sophia gushes. 
“There’s just, like, something in the air here, and it’s 
amazing. It’s not like anything else I’ve ever experienced. 
It helps a lot to know that I’m surrounded by people who 
aren’t perfect but are trying their best and still showed up 
for their faith.”  

The digital session with Pope Leo was a highlight for 
Sophia, who says he “said 
everything I felt like I need 
to hear.”

Adoration in Lucas 
Oil Stadium was another 
highlight for several of the 
girls, including Medina.

“Everything hit me 
all at once,” she says. 
“Everything just felt so real 
in the moment. It’s so hard to 
explain.”

One takeaway for her is 
the assurance that God is 
“always with me, no matter 
what,” Medina says. “And 
he’s never going to leave us, 
even if we’ve done something 
wrong. And he’s always 
healing us, no matter what.”   

Her cousin Lily was also 
moved by the adoration 
experience. 

“Being in the presence 
of Christ with everybody 
there, you could feel it in 
the air, just everybody being 
brought together by God, 
being thankful for him and 
everything that he’s ever done 
for us,” she says. “Just being 
in the moment was amazing.”

Despite her cousin sharing 
in advance about what to 
expect, Lily says her first 
NCYC experience was “way 
more than I expected.” She 

appreciates “being able to hear people talk about their 
experiences, …  what they’ve gone through and how God 
has changed their life.”

NCYC impacted her own life, says Lily. She is 
walking away with an “understanding that a lot of people 
have their own problems, but we can all together, like, 
collectively, just bring it to God, and we can literally feel 
better in seconds if we just talk to him, if we really try to 
feel connected to him.”

Carmella gained insights, too, but of a more personal 
nature.

“I personally learned a lot more understanding of 
letting God have his own plans instead of trying to take 
things into my own control,” she says. “I realized I just 
need to put things into his hands more and trust, [and not] 
get aggravated and wonder why nothing is happening, … 
to believe in him because he will do what’s best for me.”

Going to confession was a highlight for Carmella. Not 
only did she feel “lighter,” but she gained understanding 
“that when I do a sin, it’s wrong and I shouldn’t be doing 
it, instead of choosing to do it and be like, ‘Oh, I can 
just go confession.’ I should just know that I shouldn’t be 
doing it. But to also know that, even if I do slip into it, 
confession is always there.”

‘I AM … ’
The NCYC theme, “I AM/Yo Soy” in English and 

Spanish, was explored in different ways throughout the 
three days. 

So, as the three-day event draws to an end, The Criterion 
asks the four teens from the Terre Haute group to complete 
the phrase “I AM … .” 

Sophia: “I AM ready. I’m ready to embrace my faith. 
I want to make it a priority to share with my family 
everything that I learned here and share with my friends 
at school … . I want to share it with everyone.”

Medina: “I AM excited. I’m excited to learn more 
about my faith. And I want to pray the rosary or a small 
prayer every once in a while throughout my week, my 
day and, like, anytime—it’s just the easiest thing you 
could do.”

Lily: “I AM confident. I’m pretty confident in my 
faith now. I’m confident about how much I love Christ 
and how I can, like, bring it out into the world, to show 
people how powerful he is, how powerful his love is. 
… Instead of, like, scrolling on TikTok or something, I 
want to just take time out of my day to thank God for 
everything of the day, for the gift of life.”  

Carmella: “I AM open. I am open to all that God 
wants to give me and to not close myself off because I 
feel like I don’t want to do [what God is asking] or like 
I’m not into what it is [he wants me to do]. I want to try 
and be more open to the stuff in front of me and not be 
stuck on stuff behind me.”

Sophia’s summary of her NCYC experience is a  
hoped-for outcome for all participants: “I really have  
felt the Holy Spirit inside of me here.” †

Carmella Marrero, left, Sofia Medina, Lily Morales and Sophia Conner, members of a group from the Terre Haute Deanery, pose on Nov. 20 
before an archdiocesan Mass in the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis during the National Catholic Youth Conference.  
(Photos by Natalie Hoefer)

Carmella Marrero of St. Benedict Parish in Terre Haute poses with a sweatshirt she purchased—and 
a taco hat she traded her cowboy hat for—in the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis on  
Nov. 22 during the National Catholic Youth Conference.
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Adoration with 16,000 Catholics felt Adoration with 16,000 Catholics felt 
‘like you were a part of something bigger’‘like you were a part of something bigger’

By Natalie Hoefer

One of the most impactful experiences of the National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) held every other 
year in Indianapolis is the gathering of all participants in 
Lucas Oil Stadium for eucharistic adoration, which took 
place this year on Nov. 21.

“This evening is about healing,” said Gian Gamboa, 
one of this year’s NCYC emcees. “You can’t give until 
you are healed from within.”

Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity Sister 
Miriam James Heidland spoke about healing before the 
Blessed Sacrament was reverently processed into the 
stadium in a monstrance.

She defined healing as “an ongoing encounter with 
God’s love and truth that brings us into wholeness and 
communion.”

“We have lots of secrets, don’t we?” Sister Miriam 
James asked. “And secrets just make us very ill. And so, 

what Jesus does is he comes 
into your life in an encounter 
with love and truth—the love 
heals the wounds, the truth 
heals the lies.”

This encounter occurs in “a 
place where God dwells within 
you,” she continued. “It’s 
a place where your dignity 
cannot be destroyed, and the 
gift of who you are cannot be 
hidden. 

“And it’s from this place, 
my dear friends, that the Lord 
speaks to us.”

During adoration, as  
U.S. Military Services 
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio 
knelt before Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament in the 
center of the stadium, he read 
the Bread of Life Discourse 
from John 6:35-58.

“We must partake of the 
bread of eternal life if we hope 
to achieve our goal—eternal 
happiness in union with 
Almighty God,” he said. “Jesus 
insists twice on this necessity, 
even in the faith of the 
disbelief of his audience. He 
will not compromise to please 
the crowd. …

“Unlike many who will only 
tell us what they think we want 
to hear, Christ’s words are 
spirit and life. They challenge 
us to grow. They invite us into 
communion with him and with 
each other.”

Mark MacDonald has spent time in adoration before, 
but never with more than 16,000 people, he said.

“When I’ve been [to adoration], it’s been, like, super 
quiet and like it’s just you there,” said the member of St. 
Patrick Parish in Terre Haute. But with the worship music 
during the holy time at Lucas Oil Stadium, “it felt really 
different,” said the teen. 

“It was peaceful, and I felt like [Christ] was really 
close at that time for me.”

Emma Timberlake agreed.
The member of SS. Francis and Clare of Assisi Parish 

in Greenwood said that “some people have trouble 
focusing in adoration,” but that music can help.

“The music [during adoration at NCYC] this time was 

really pretty, and they had the lyrics up [on large screens], 
so everyone was able to sing along.”

The experience was “really special” for Ella 
Weinschrott of Our Lady of Grace Parish in Noblesville, 
Ind., in the Diocese of Lafayette. “It really impacted me 
prayerfully.”

She and her group were already near the altar where 
the monstrance was placed for adoration.

“So, I was kind of moved by how, like, all of a sudden 
people started rushing toward the altar, trying to get as 
close as they could to Jesus.”

Ella said it was “nice to be surrounded by like people 
that were so passionate about [the Eucharist]. It made you 
feel like you were a part of something bigger.” †

Father Liam Hosty, left, U.S. Military Services Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio and seminarian 
Lucas LaRosa kneel in adoration before Christ in the Blessed Sacrament in Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis on Nov. 21 during the National Catholic Youth Conference. (Photos by Natalie Hoefer)

Parent just wanting ‘to see what NCYC is like’ Parent just wanting ‘to see what NCYC is like’ 
now ‘would love to come back’now ‘would love to come back’

By Natalie Hoefer

When Bridget Ireland of St. Joseph University Parish in 
Terre Haute signed up to be a chaperone for a group from 
that city attending the National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC) in Indianapolis, she did so for practical purposes. 

“I’m here with my oldest son,” she explains on  
Nov. 20, the first day of the three-day event. “It’s his first 
experience here, and I just tagged along to help out.”

It was Ireland’s first time, too. 
“I’ve been on lots of retreats, so I imagine this will be 

a similar experience,” she says.
She noticed “lots of good 

options” among the adult 
breakout sessions when she 
reviewed the schedule and 
hopes to take in a few of them.

“But mostly I’m looking 
forward to seeing how the kids 
experience it,” says Ireland. 
“Especially in terms of the 
number of Catholics here, which 
is so much bigger than their parish 
[youth] group or the [Terre Haute 
Deanery] Teen Connections.”

By Nov. 22, the last day 
of NCYC, Ireland has clearly 
moved from passive observer to 
enthusiastic supporter. 

“It’s been wonderful!” she 
says, more animated than on 
day one. “So many people, just 
so many—when we’re in big 
sessions together, the energy is 
incredible.”

As she got to know the teens in the group, her 
admiration of them grew.

“They’re really sweet,” says Ireland. “And they all 
are just embracing all of the activities we’re going to, 
all of the things we’re participating in. And they are 
participating fully. They have lots of energy in there, and 
they’re attentive—it’s great.”

She benefited from the experience, too, saying it 
“really was just so impactful on me, personally.

“Sitting among 16,000 Catholics and listening to 
the pope talk to us was very powerful. And having the 
opportunity to go to confession is always nice.”

Ireland gained practical knowledge, too. 
During the conference, she noted how one of the 

emcees would “bring her energy and a game to the 
beginning of each of the sessions.” As a new religious 
education teacher for the third- and fourth-graders of her 
parish, she plans to now do the same.

“I thought this would be a good experience for me 
to see what NCYC is like and be able to take that 
information back to my husband and my other kids,” 
Ireland reflects. “And now I’m very excited to do 
that.

“I want my other children to hear … how amazing 
it was and all of these opportunities to be around other 
young people, fellow Catholics.”

Ireland doesn’t just want to send her younger children 
to NCYC in the future, she says: “I would love to come 
back, too!” †

Bridget Ireland, left, and Doug Elia pose with Jordan Schaulberg, second from right, and Breanna 
Southard, two members of a group from Terre Haute they chaperoned at the National Catholic 
Youth Conference in Indianapolis on Nov. 20-22. (Submitted photo)

A youth kneels in worship facing toward the Blessed Sacrament 
in a monstrance on an altar in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis 
on Nov. 21 during the National Catholic Youth Conference.
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Youths hope to leave their mark on the Church Youths hope to leave their mark on the Church 
with their contributionswith their contributions

By John Shaughnessy

One of the challenges to the young 
people at the National Catholic Youth 
Conference in Indianapolis on Nov. 20-22 
involved giant, plastic, building blocks, 
and this intriguing question:

What does the Church need and you 
can provide?  

After considering the question, many 
of the youths took a royal blue marker 
and began writing their answer on a 
large, gray building block—taking up 
the invitation that Marian University in 
Indianapolis offered the youths in their 
area inside the interactive exhibit hall 
of the Indiana Convention Center in 
Indianapolis.

Once they finished their answers, the 
youths added their blocks to an  
ever-growing structure. 

Here are some of the answers the 
youths gave, hoping to leave their mark 
in more ways than one:

“Spreading God’s love through joy.”

“Community. We can provide this by 
showing up for one another and helping 
those in need with the resources we 
have.”

“Making everyone feel welcome.”
“Service to the poor.”
“I can provide more prayers.”
“Kindness and remembering not to 

judge.”
“The Church needs people who 

care.”
“Activities to help children learn 

better in Mass.”
“I can provide positivity.”
“More art-focused parishes, windows 

and programs to motivate the youth to 
share their talents.”

“I can bring my friends to church.”
“Love and charity. Outreach.”
“The Church needs more people to 

share their time, treasure and talents to 
spread the Good News.”

“I can provide love and my 
presence.”

What would you add to this list? †

Aaron Bauman, a senior in the San Damiano Scholars program at Marian University in Indianapolis, shows 
the giant, plastic building block that features an intriguing question for youths at the interactive exhibit hall 
of the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis on Nov. 20. (Photo by John Shaughnessy)

Youth shares a soulful, vulnerable thank-you Youth shares a soulful, vulnerable thank-you 
based on an unlikely set of principlesbased on an unlikely set of principles

By John Shaughnessy

Getting ready to speak before more than 16,000 people  
in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, 18-year-old 
Nolan McCracken admitted he was “very nervous” 
and “humbled” to share what was essentially a soulful, 
vulnerable and unusual thank-you at the National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) on Nov. 20.

Yet as he shared his journey of faith with his 
fellow teenagers from across the country, the senior 
at Cathedral High School in Indianapolis displayed a 
steady confidence in thanking God, his mother, his sister, 
his grandmother and his friends—a thank-you that he 
tied to the three laws of motion of Sir Isaac Newton, a 
17th-century mathematician and physicist.

“My journey with God so far can be understood by 
using Newton’s three laws of motion,” Nolan told the 
audience. “Newton’s first law explains that an object at 
rest will remain at rest unless acted upon by an external 
force. And during middle school and my freshman year 
of high school, I was most certainly an object at rest—not 
physically or mentally, but spiritually. I had this desire to 
be great. However, I wanted to be great for my own sake; 
to be ranked number one in GPA [grade point average], to 
be in the most extracurriculars.

“This required taking time away from religion. I mean, 
how exactly would God improve my grades or increase 
my odds of success? My mom and sister went to church 
every Sunday. And every Sunday when mom asked if I 
wanted to go, I said no, that I had important work to do. 
At the same time, my grandma challenged me—to get 
me to accept or even recognize a perspective other than 
my own. She attempted to be that external force I needed 
most. Yet I rejected it, confident in my own ability and 
pride.”

Then he made a switch to Cathedral High 
School for his sophomore year “to further develop 
my academics”—a change that also gradually and 
dramatically impacted his relationship with God.

“Newton’s second law dictates ‘force equals mass 
times acceleration,’ ” Nolan continued. “In this new 
school, I attempted to increase my success—my 
acceleration—by letting go of what I thought was 
holding me back: friends, family and a relationship with 
a God whose face I no longer recognized. But in this 
new environment, I found faces that mirrored God’s 
own. There were lives grounded in something, or rather 
someone, other than themselves.”

‘I began to see that I could rely on God’
Nolan also told his peers he was touched and 

influenced by watching The Case for Christ in a religion 
class, a film that captures the faith path of investigative 
journalist Lee Strobel—“the true story of a man whose 
wife finds Jesus while he remains confident in his 
atheism.” 

 “He decides that he would prove that Christ never 
existed,” Nolan noted. “However, through all of this 

investigation and doubt, 
he discovers the truth and 
beauty of Christ. Like this 
man, I began to see the 
truth and beauty of Christ 
as reflected in my family 
and friends. And seeing 
the power God could have, 
how he could be an infinite 
force where mass no longer 
mattered, I began to accept 
him.

“I began to attend 
church with my mom 
and sister and began to 
understand where my 
grandma was coming 
from. In every all-school 
Mass, I was able to see the 
unity of the Mass, of the 
people, of everything. By 
participating, I could be a 
part of a community, a part 
of a collective witness to 
love, drawing me in further. 
However, I was still unsure. 
Unsure if I could ever 
accept this external force 
fully.”

Nolan shared that his full acceptance came during 
a junior retreat that Cathedral held at the University of 
Notre Dame in northern Indiana.

“I got to know people whom I had never spoken to 
nor accepted, thinking myself superior to them,” he 
recalled. “But when I became open to hearing about the 
external force God had in their lives, I began to see that I 
could rely on God—to see that accepting his love wasn’t 
weakness, it was strength.

“That night, we visited the Grotto, and I lit a candle, 
humbly asking for God’s external force in my life, 
knowing that the emotions of a tear-filled happiness and a 
full, heavy heart were the only signs I needed.”

In his acceptance of “God’s loving and powerful 
external force,” Nolan saw Newton’s third law of motion 
come into play in his life.

A life-changing revelation
“Newton’s third law explains that for every action 

there is an equal and opposite reaction,” he told his fellow 
teenagers.

“This internal force that I had attempted to maximize 
was meaningless because the sum of all internal forces 
is always zero. Now in a beautiful community, I received 
the most meaningful external force: God, revealed in the 
hearts of those around me.

“When I was most inert, an object at rest, living each 
day blind to God’s presence, he remained. He remained 
in the people that loved me, despite my stubbornness 

and pride. He remained in my grandma, my religion 
teacher and my friends. Innumerable people were there 
for me, acting as extensions of God’s external force. 
All I needed was to close my eyes and know that I was 
held.”

That revelation has led him to join the youth group at 
St. Simon the Apostle Parish in Indianapolis and to take 
part in the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults program 
to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church at 
Easter next year. 

His journey of faith also led him to take part in the 
Preach All Ways Initiative at Marian University in 
Indianapolis, a program designed to help youths and  
lay adults share their journeys of faith with others, which 
led him to be chosen to speak at NCYC.

Nolan shared one last message with his fellow 
teenagers at NCYC, a message he hopes they’ll set in 
motion in their lives. It’s also a reminder for people of all 
ages.

“No matter how much or how little you recognize 
God’s presence in your life, he remains. There. In the 
background. Waiting for you. No matter how many 
times you feel that you abandoned God, he remains—the 
unmovable force fixed on you and happy to welcome you 
home.

“If you feel you are an object at rest or even moving 
in the wrong direction, Jesus is there for you. I invite you 
to accept him, to close your eyes and know that you are 
held.” †

Nolan McCracken shares a moment of joy with his mother Becca and sister Ruby—two of the people 
that Nolan, in his talk before 16,000 people at the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis 
on Nov. 20, credited with bringing him closer to God. (Submitted photo)
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Youth leaders share their hearts and faith with Youth leaders share their hearts and faith with 
teens at NCYC and grow in bothteens at NCYC and grow in both

By John Shaughnessy

Some people will question the sanity of an adult who 
willingly agrees to be a leader for three days or more for 
a group of teenagers at a national conference of 16,000 
youths.

Katie Tipker even added to the degree of difficulty for 
that assignment by choosing to bring her 8-month-old 
son George to the National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC) in Indianapolis on Nov. 20-22—the conference 
where she led 18 youths from St. John Paul II Parish in 
Sellersburg.

Yet instead of viewing it all as a challenge, Tipker 
flashed a beautiful smile when she shared how she 
considers the NCYC experience as an opportunity and a 
blessing to help lead the youths deeper into their Catholic 
faith and closer in their relationship with Christ.

“I like seeing the excitement they have for the Lord, 
and the passion that they come back to the parish with,” 
said Tipker, who was assisted by four chaperones, 
including her husband, George. “Even the kids who I 
think, ‘Man, they didn’t get anything out of it,’ months 
later I hear stories of how it impacted them and totally 
changed their faith journey.”

Sharing the 
conference with the 
youths also has a 
powerful impact on 
her faith.

“It reignites my 
faith,” said Tipker, the 
parish’s director of 
communications. “I 
was born and raised 
Catholic. I don’t have 
that ‘wow’ moment 
that some people 
have. For me, seeing 
them having powerful 
moments with Christ, 
those are my powerful 
moments. It makes 
me go back to my 
work reinvigorated. 
It makes me be lit on 
fire again in my faith 
journey. I really get 
to see God’s presence 
at work in everyday 
life.”

Cara Lipinski 
shares that feeling. 
During this year’s NCYC—her seventh—the youth 
minister at Divine Mercy Parish in Massillon, Ohio, in 
the Diocese of Youngstown, helped to lead 27 youths.

“I continue to see and hear teenagers who tell me their 
lives have changed here, and this is a pivotal moment in 
their faith journey,” Lipinski said. “For me, that’s super 
important to continue offering them the opportunity to be 
here.

“Typically, the key moments here for them are 
adoration and Mass. Those are the big moments for them 
to see how many people are sharing with them in their 
faith. To hear them say how their life has been changed is 
pretty convincing.”

NCYC also has an impact on her faith.
“It’s a boost for my journey as well, to know that 

something we’re doing is making a difference,” she said. 
“But it’s also a good time for us as youth ministers to get 

away and reflect on our 
journey and take some time 
for ourselves in prayer, 
away from home and with 
our kids.”

For Gregory Gust, this 
year’s NCYC was his first. 
The assistant director for 
faith formation for the 
Diocese of Wheeling- 
Charleston in West Virgina 
helped to lead 98 youths.

“I hope this helps 
them to draw closer to 
Christ,” he said. “To gain 
an understanding that the 
Church is relevant and very 
much alive today, that it’s 
accessible for young people. 
I hope they’ll be ignited by 
the Holy Spirit and go forth 
and make disciples. Getting 
to see young people thriving 
and living genuine and 
authentic Catholic lives, that 
brings me so much joy.”

Cuquis Romero shares 

one special quality of NCYC for her as a youth leader.
“I can feel God’s presence at every NCYC,” said 

Romero, who led 39 youths there as the director of young 
adult ministry at St. Patrick Parish in 
Indianapolis.

“For me, NCYC is the biggest 
national event for the Catholic youth. 
And it’s the best. I love this,” said 
Romero, who was experiencing her 
seventh NCYC. “I can see the faith of 
the teenagers and how they want to 
be part of this. I can see the light on 
their faces. And they pray, especially 
during adoration time. They share 
with me their faith, their goodness. I 

give my faith to them, too.”
Youth leaders at NCYC also give their hearts, their 

patience and their guidance to the youths in their groups. 
And even their moments of exasperation and near-
exhaustion are offered up to God, for the sake of the 
teenagers.

“I love to see how the kids react when they see the big 
Church and the fact there’s so many other young Catholics 
just like them,” said Beth Pifer, coordinator of religious 

education and youth ministry at St. 
Ambrose Parish in Seymour. “I think 
adoration is the best part—and the 
closing Mass. I love to see everybody 
together and praying together. I’ve 
seen a lot of impact.”

One of her favorite moments from 
her four times of leading a group 
at NCYC came months later when a 
youth was preparing to receive the 
sacrament of confirmation. In a letter 
to Indianapolis Archbishop Charles 

C. Thompson, the youth shared how he “felt the presence 
of Jesus during adoration” at NCYC—and how that 
feeling had stayed with him ever since.

“That makes me happy,” Pifer said.
So does the entire NCYC experience.
“It’s wonderful,” she said. “It’s beautiful to see so 

many young, devoted Catholic youths.
     “They’re the future.” †

Youths and adult leaders of the group from St. Rita Parish in Indianapolis get ready to join in the fun and 
the faith of 16,000 youths coming together at the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis on  
Nov. 20-22. (Photos by John Shaughnessy)

Youths at NCYC see joy in a broad array of Youths at NCYC see joy in a broad array of 
religious attending the conferencereligious attending the conference

By Sean Gallagher

When Alana Brooks-Murphy became an aspirant for 
the Salesian Sisters in August, she was ready to go on 
whatever adventure God put before her.

She just didn’t expect that one of those adventures 
would be to sit atop a dunk tank, ready to be sent in an 
instant into a tank of plastic balls by a good throw from a 
Catholic teenager.

But that’s what she did on Nov. 20 at the booth of her 
religious community in an exhibit hall of the Indiana 

Convention Center in Indianapolis on the opening day of 
the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC).

“Even when it’s difficult, it’s for the best,” said 
Brooks-Murphy with a smile as she reflected on 
following God’s lead in religious life. “Because I know 
that, no matter where he takes me, it is exactly the best 
place for me to be.”

When she was a child and then a teenager, Brooks-
Murphy, 24, didn’t have any experience of people in 
religious life. She also knows that many of the 16,000 
teenagers who came to NCYC are in the same boat.

“Being able to be that witness to them is just a 
beautiful thing, no matter what they’re discerning, no 
matter what they’re called to,” she said. “I’m just being 
here as another person who can say that this is a good 
life.”

Brooke Vollertsen, a teenager from Helena, Mont., 
at NCYC was glad to see representatives from so many 
religious communities at the conference.

“We literally don’t see them at all on a daily basis,” 
she said. “So, it’s interesting just to meet them and see 

See RELIGIOUS, page 11B

While leading 18 youths from St. John Paul II Parish in Sellersburg 
at the National Catholic Youth Conference on Nov. 20-22, Katie 
Tipker also brought her 8-month-old son George with her.

Cuquis Romero

Beth Pifer

Youths and adult leaders of the group from Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Beech Grove, Ind., show 
their joy and their floppy, cow-inspired headgear that marked participants from the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis during the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis on Nov. 20-22.
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Activities at NCYC help youths  Activities at NCYC help youths  
‘think about the different sacraments’‘think about the different sacraments’

By Natalie Hoefer

In an exhibit hall of the Indiana Convention Center in 
Indianapolis, a teen knots strips at the bottom of an old 
T-shirt to make a reusable bag.

Another makes a rosary. A group of teens test their 
knowledge of the faith in a trivia game.

These activities and more are part of an effort to help 
youths understand different aspects of this year’s National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) theme—“I Am/Yo 
Soy” in English and Spanish.

“Every year at NCYC we have about six to eight kind 
of ‘spirit stations’ where we do interactive activities with 
young people,” says Aaron Frazita, director of interactive 
exhibit. 

“This year, what we did was to take the I AM 
statements that are associated with different sacraments 
and came up with activities, crafts and experiences for the 
young people to kind of think about and work through the 
different sacraments.”

So, the sacrament of baptism becomes “I am chosen.” 
“They did a lot with water, and how that element of 

water not only happens through baptism, but then we see 
water, and it’s a reminder of that baptismal call each and 
every day,” Frazita explains.

Each NCYC includes a service component. This year 
that area of the interactive event hall represented the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, with the message “I am 
transformed.” (See related article on page 12B.)

“The entrance to that area is actually set up like a 
chapel,” Frazita says. “The idea is that … it’s not enough 
for us just to sit in church, but to be transformed by the 
Eucharist and then to go into the world and serve.” 

For part of this year’s service area, participants were 
asked to bring old T-shirts to create bags to send medical 
supplies to Guatemala. 

“It’s really doesn’t take much to give a small amount 
of your time to help such a big cause and trying to 
help those that are less fortunate than us,” says Justin 
Momanchola-Molo of the Diocese of Knoxville, Tenn., as 
he ties knots out of strips cut into the bottom of a T-shirt. 
“And helping others just really feels good, you know?”

The sacrament of confirmation inspired the “I am 
anointed” area.

“They took the gifts of the Holy Spirit and really 
break those apart a little bit,” Frazita says. “For each one 
of those [gifts], there is an activity or a game that goes 
along with it”—like making rosaries as an action for 

“piety,” playing a faith-based 
trivia game for “wisdom” and 
doing push-ups or sit-ups for 
“fortitude.”

In the “I am called” section, 
the sacraments of marriage 
and holy orders—as well as 
the call to religious or single 
life—are explored. Vestments, 
habits and wedding clothes 
are on display so youths “can 
visually sort of ‘try on’ those 
vocations,” says Frazita.

The sacraments of 
reconciliation and anointing of 
the sick are combined in the  
“I am healed” area.

“With anointing of the 
sick,” he says, “the message 
is it’s not just about death but 
that we all need that anointing 
right within our lives.” 

Sheets with an examination 
of conscience were available. 
Volunteers encourage youths 
visiting the area to receive the 
sacrament of reconciliation 
offered during NCYC and 
invite them to lift with their 
s shoulders a thick, hanging 
beam like Christ bore when 
he died on the cross for the 
forgiveness of sins.

Libby Berg of St. Pius X 
Parish in Indianapolis gave the 
activity a try.

“It was really heavy,” she says. “It kind of made me 
realize how much Jesus really did for us. And it’s not 
necessarily the physical weight, but it’s also the weight of 
all of our sins that he took up, which was really cool for 
me to realize.”

One of the most popular areas in the NCYC exhibit 
hall each year is the games section. This year, even that 
component has a spiritual element.

“We called it, ‘I am joyful,’ ” Frazita explains. “The 
idea with the games area this year, they really wanted 
[adults] to be able to interact with young people and be 
able to have conversations with them.

“So, you’re not just playing Gaga [ball] … but then 
you’re also just kind of talking about where they are in 
their faith lives and how they can journey with hopefully 
their youth leader or their pastor a little better.”

But just having fun with the games is OK, too, 
says Benedictine Sister Teresa Gunter of Monastery 
Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand, Ind., in the 
Evansville Diocese. She served on the interactive event 
hall team.

“Sometimes we think that our faith always has to be so 
serious,” she says. “But really, we are called to be joyful 
Christians who love God.” †

Libby Berg of St. Pius X Parish in Indianapolis, top, enjoys an activity in an area of the interactive 
exhibit hall in the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis on Nov. 22 during the National 
Catholic Youth Conference. (Photo by Natalie Hoefer)

Times of ‘failure’ and anxiety can lead  Times of ‘failure’ and anxiety can lead  
to God’s call for our lives, youths tell peersto God’s call for our lives, youths tell peers

By John Shaughnessy

Like a growing number of teenagers, Felicity Britt and 
Mary Cing struggle with anxiety and a fear of failure.

At the same time, they were brave enough to share 
their struggles and fear with thousands of their peers at 
the National Catholic Youth Conference.

As they opened their hearts during the talks they gave 
at the conference, they also offered a path to a closer 
relationship with Christ through their humility, their hope 
and even their touches of humor.

“Like a lot of teens, I find myself struggling with 
anxiety, and trying to figure out what I am doing,” Felicity 

began her talk at the conference on 
Nov. 21. “Like a lot of Catholics, I’m 
trying to find my vocation and search 
for God’s call in my life.”

A member of St. Roch Parish in 
Indianapolis who is a homeschooled, 
high school junior, Felicity thought she 
had found her answers in a creative 
way. She started to design, create and 
sell faith-inspired sweatshirts, with 
plans of donating the proceeds to a 
shelter for women and children. 

“If I can’t make a huge difference in the world, the least 
I can do is make a small difference for a few people who 
need it,” the 17-year-old told her peers. “That kinda helps 
you get over the anxiety. Helping others, serving others—
that’s part of how Jesus is working through our lives. 

“The only problem is, I didn’t sell a single one! And 
anyone who’s had a failure like that knows it’s extremely 
disheartening for something you poured your heart and 
soul into to crash like that. And not even crash, but to 
never even get it off the ground.” 

Still, she continues to make sweatshirts. 
“Why? Because I want people to know it’s our effort 

that matters. It doesn’t matter if it doesn’t have immediate 
success. There’s still an effort behind it to love and 
serve.”

She felt the force of another so-called “failure” when 
a friend drifted away from the Church. Felicity thought 
she could have done more for her friend, but her choir 
director told her, “It’s in God’s hands. The best thing you 
can do is live a life so full of God’s love that it becomes a 
light for her and others.’ ”

That’s what she tries to do, Felicity told the audience, 
even as she’s still sometimes full of anxiety. 

“Selling sweatshirts–or trying to sell sweatshirts–is 
a small thing. But it’s done with big effort. And with an 
even bigger desire to share what I have learned about love 
and Jesus and discipleship. There are so many people in 
the world doing small things for the Lord but with big 
effort. Imagine if we all did that?”

In closing, she said, “I’m scared! I still don’t know 
what my vocation is or how exactly I’m supposed to 
be loving and serving others. But I am called. We all 
are. Called to give what we have, even if that’s just a 
pocketful of anxiety and a couple of unsold sweatshirts.”

‘It didn’t go as I hoped’
Felicity developed her talk—and the confidence 

to share it—through the Preach All Ways Initiative at 
Marian University in Indianapolis, a program designed 
to help youths and lay adults share their journeys of faith 
with others. 

Sixteen-year-old Mary Cing also participated in the 
program, leading to the story she shared at NCYC on  
Nov. 22—a story also touched by doubt and failure.

“Last summer, I participated in a week-long summer 

program at Marian University called the Missionary 
Disciples Institute (MDI) that included daily faith 
activities and new encounters with other young 

Catholics,” said Mary, a member 
of St. Mark the Evangelist Parish 
in Indianapolis and a student at 
Providence Cristo Rey High School 
in Indianapolis.

“After MDI, I had big plans on 
what my journey of discipleship 
would look like, but it didn’t go as 
I hoped, and I never actually got to 
carry out my planned way of serving 
others.”

Living that experience, Mary told 
her peers that she felt like St. Peter when he “asked if 
Jesus was really going to wash his feet.”
     “Peter thought discipleship would look like one thing, 
but Jesus surprised him with a call to perfect humility,” 
Mary told the audience. “This is the mysterious and 
challenging thing about the way God works. We are 
always fed and sent out by God in the Eucharist, but our 
next step after that is not to focus on the benefit behind 
the missionary work we perform, but instead, to give 
space for God’s calling to grow in our hearts.”
     She said we also have to realize that God “knows 
what we’re meant to do and when we’re meant to do it.
      “And he often calls in perfectly unexpected ways,” 
she continued. “The greatest way to answer God’s call 
is to let him fill you with his love in the sacraments, so 
that you can receive his clarity in the moments when you 
would least expect him working in your life.
     “We may not know right now what God is calling us 
to do, but we do know what God is calling us to be, and 
that is a disciple who is perfectly open to him.” †

Mary Cing

Felicity Britt
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By Sean Gallagher

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis has made a name 
for itself in the Church in the U.S. It hosts more large 
national Catholic events than any other diocese in the 
country.

The National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) has 
been held in the archdiocese every two years since 2011. 
The Fellowship of Catholic University Students’ annual 
SEEK conference was held in Indianapolis in 2019, 
drawing some 17,000 Catholic young adults to the city. 
And more than 50,000 people gathered here in 2024 for 
the National Eucharistic Congress.

Father Eric Augenstein, archdiocesan director of 
seminarians, says that all of this puts the archdiocese in 
a unique position as it forms its seminarians for ordained 
ministry.

“It really gives them the opportunity to serve the 
Church and the young people in a way that the daily 
life of a seminary doesn’t allow,” he said. “It provides 
opportunities for them to engage with and have 
conversations with young people, with bishops and priests 
in a setting that’s much bigger than what the seminary is.”

Father Augenstein, who also ministers as pastor of 
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ Parish in Indianapolis, 
said that about 50 seminarians assisted at NCYC in a 
variety of volunteer capacities. About half of them were 
archdiocesan seminarians. They coordinate the confession 
room at the conference, assist in liturgies and with clergy 
hospitality, direct pedestrian traffic and serve in the 
general volunteer pool.

“As priests, we’re called to serve the Church and the 
needs of the Church. Archbishop [Charles C.] Thompson 
often reminds the seminarians of the importance of 
thinking with the heart and the mind of the Church, not 
just what they know and what they’re comfortable with, 
where they live or grew up at,” Father Augenstein said. 
“And so, in a sense, when the larger Church comes to us in 
Indianapolis, our seminarians are able to experience what 
that looks like and be able to expand their understanding of 
the Church to help them in their future ministry.”

Long before a young man becomes a seminarian, 
though, his heart and mind has to become open to the 
possibility that God might be calling him to be a priest. 
Father Augenstein said that NCYC is a setting where that 
openness can emerge.

“For a lot of our young people, they come to NCYC 
and have the opportunity to see priests and religious 
and interact with them in a way that is bigger than their 
parish, to see the bigger Church and a bigger number of 
priests and religious,” he said. “That can be impactful on 
discernment.

“It opens them to see that the Church is bigger than 
their parish. Sometimes, that can help them understand 
that their call might be bigger than what they thought it 
was going to be.”

That was the case for transitional Deacon Khaing 
Thu, a member of St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in 
Indianapolis who expects to be ordained an archdiocesan 
priest next June.

He has served at NCYC four times as a seminarian. 
But before that, he attended it twice as a student at 

Roncalli High School in 
Indianapolis.

“Praying together with 
tens of thousands of other 
young people from around 
the country had a great 
impact on me,” Deacon 
Thu said. “In the second 
time, especially, I was very 
serious in my thinking 
about the priesthood. 
Coming here reaffirmed 
me in my decision. It 
strengthened me to say 
‘yes’ to God’s call to enter 
the seminary.”

His perspective on 
NCYC changed as a 
seminarian.

“I began to see the 
participants as the people 
that I would be serving one 
day,” Deacon Thu said. “As 
young as they are, being 
so energetic and on fire 
for the faith, they remind 
me of the time when I was 
a participant. It gives me 
hope and encouragement to really serve as a priest for 
them who are really thirsting for God. They want to be 
nourished with the sacraments.”

If Deacon Thu wants to know what it is like to come 
back to NCYC as a priest, he need only talk to Father 
Liam Hosty, ordained an archdiocesan priest last June 
and now serving as parochial vicar at St. Ann Parish in 
Indianapolis and St. Thomas More Parish in Mooresville.

Like Deacon Thu, he attended NCYC while a 
Roncalli student and then served at it as an archdiocesan 
seminarian.

“The presence of priests and religious and their 
joyful witness at the conference was instrumental in my 
discernment of the priesthood,” Father Hosty said. “In 
adoration and confession at the conference, I received so 
much.”

As a seminarian, Father Hosty began to see on a large 
scale in his service at NCYC that “the Church offers 
to young people what the world can’t give them. The 
Church offers them Jesus, which is his mystical body, the 
Church.”

Father Hosty added that his ministry as a seminarian at 
NCYC also “helped me to continue on with the first call 
that was planted in me as a young man, to know that this 
was the path that God was calling me to.”

Now as a priest, he was happy to come back to the 
conference and serve in a new and expanded way the 
teenagers whose place he was in years ago.

“I now know how fulfilling it is now as a priest to 
come back,” Father Hosty said. “It’s exciting. Now I can 
offer something more than I could as a seminarian, which 
is the sacraments. I also have the experience to know 
what the conference is about, to keep it Christ-centered.”

Ten years ago, Deacon Thu took part for the first time 

in the closing Mass of NCYC as a teenager, looking at the 
altar from afar while joining in prayer and worship with 
all of the thousands in Lucas Oil Stadium.

This year, he stood at the altar beside the closing 
Mass’ principal celebrant, Philadelphia Archbishop 
Nelson J. Perez.

“During the Mass, I was a little nervous, but above all, 
I felt I was exactly where I needed to be,” Deacon Thu 
told The Criterion. “I felt truly at peace because I have 
answered God’s call to serve at this altar. My vocational 
journey, moving from the seats of a participant to the role 
of a deacon, is a testament to the greatness of how God 
can work through all of us.

“As a teenager, I sometimes shuddered at the 
possibility of becoming a priest, but I never stopped 
listening to God. And I am glad I didn’t stop listening, 
because I am now the happiest that I can ever be, 
serving the Church alongside so many dedicated young 
Catholics.”

Father Benjamin Syberg, administrator pro-tem 
of Holy Angels Parish and St. Rita Parish, both in 
Indianapolis, is confident that there were young people at 
NCYC this year who are future priests and religious.

“In a way, there’s this purity and simplicity in the 
young people,” he said. “They’re the same. They’re 
always excited and so loving, joyful and prayerful. So, 
to see such good young people, I know that, in some of 
them, there’s a call.” 

(To learn more about archdiocesan seminarians or 
about a vocation to the priesthood in the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis, visit www.HearGodsCall.com. To read an 
article about Pope Leo XIV’s message on vocations to 
NCYC participants, visit www.archindy.org/ncyc.) †

Transitional Deacon Khaing Thu incenses the 16,000 Catholic teenagers worshipping on Nov. 22 at 
the closing Mass of the National Catholic Youth Conference at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. 
Seminarian Casey Deal, left, assists Deacon Thu. At right, transitional Deacon Samuel Hansen stands 
at the altar in the stadium. All are archdiocesan seminarians. (Photo by Sean Gallagher)

their personalities. They’re truly so beautiful, and it’s 
not an outward appearance. You can tell spiritually that 
they’re blessed by God in such a special way.”

Daniel Dachs came to NCYC with Brooke and other 
youths from the Helena Diocese. He said meeting so 
many religious “breaks stereotypes that religious life isn’t 
fun.”

“But they get to do things like this and reach out 
to different people,” Daniel said. “It makes having a 
vocation less intimidating. You know that they’re happy 
doing that.”

Bridget Lehner, a member of St. Jude Parish and a 
sophomore at Roncalli High School, both in Indianapolis, 
was impressed and encouraged by the witness of religious 
at NCYC.

“It’s really special to see how many people are living 
out the life that God wants for them,” she said. “It’s 
encouraging to see that whatever plan God has for me 
that I can live it out just like them.”

Benedictine Brother James Jensen, a monk of 
Saint Meinrad Archabbey in St. Meinrad, spoke with 

The Criterion at NCYC about the effect that attending 
youth conferences when he was younger had on him.

“I saw other youths my age that were active in their 
faith,” he said. “That gave me a bigger perspective on the 
Church.”

That broader view of the life of faith eventually led him 
to be open to and to discern his call as a Benedictine monk.

Brother James has worked with many youths and 
young adults in One Bread One Cup, a youth liturgical 
leadership conference held three times each summer by  

Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology. From 
this, and from his own experience, he knows that an 
important part of discernment is putting oneself in silence 
before God.

So, he’s glad that NCYC has places for teens to enter 
into that silence, like its eucharistic adoration chapel and 
a relic chapel, which is new this year at the conference. 
And this year, just as in years past at NCYC, the 
cavernous Lucas Oil Stadium was enveloped in silence 
as the 16,000 youths at the conference all entered into 
eucharistic adoration.

“That tells us of the depth of their heart and that 
they’re open to silence,” Brother James said. “They just 
may not have experienced it before. So, something like 
NCYC gives them the ability to experience it. Then they 
take it back to their parish where they might have a 
regular holy hour.

“At the least, they might appreciate more, if nothing 
else, the silence in the liturgy that is already at the heart 
of the Church.”

Sophie Clark, a teenager from Helena, Mont., who was 
at her second NCYC, appreciates the way that she and 
so many of her peers enter into silent prayer during the 
conference, listening to God speaking in their hearts.

“It shows how great our faith is if we’re all willing 
to be that reverent,” she said, “and respect the Lord that 
much that we’re all willing to be quiet and be still for so 
long.” †

RELIGIOUS
continued from page 9B

Alana Brooks-Murphy, an aspirant in the Salesian Sisters, sits 
atop a dunk tank on Nov. 20 in her religious community’s booth in 
the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis during the National 
Catholic Youth Conference held from Nov. 20-22. Some 16,000 
Catholic teenagers from across the country came to Indianapolis 
for the conference. (Photo by Sean Gallagher)
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Teens at NCYC view service as a way Teens at NCYC view service as a way 
to ‘grow deeper’ in their faithto ‘grow deeper’ in their faith

By Mike Krokos

While the interactive exhibit hall in the Indiana 
Convention Center has become a destination for National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) participants to buy 
merchandise, visit booths for information on vocations 
and to take time and have fun doing things like playing 
cornhole or singing, there is usually an opportunity for 
young people to serve their brothers and sisters in need.

This year was no different.
In a corner tucked away from the excitement at the 

center of the gathering area, four service projects were 
available for the teenagers and other attendees to take part 
in.

A theme of “transformed” was featured front and 
center in the service area, reminding participants that 
after receiving the Eucharist they are tasked to take the 
faith out into the world to serve others.

Ally Stechschulte, Georgia Hagen and Anna Honse, 
teens from the Diocese of Toledo, Ohio, signed slips of 
paper outside a Catholic Relief Services (CRS) booth, 
urging Congress to put money back into international aid 
programs that provide for the less fortunate. Those funds 
were cut earlier this year.

Laura Sheehan, archdiocesan Catholic Charities-Social 
Concerns special projects coordinator, was among the 
volunteers manning the CRS booth.

“We’re asking specifically for international aid to 
be restored to Catholic Relief Services so that they can 
continue to serve the poorest of the poor around the 
world,” she said.

CRS organizers set a lofty goal during the NCYC 
outreach, hoping to garner 10,000 signatures during the 
three-day gathering of faith.

Not far away, Hearts in Motion, an international, non-
denomintational organization, was encouraging young 
people to make T-shirt bags to send medical supplies to 
Guatemala, where volunteers do much of their work.

Ava Washburn, Alexa Johnson and Kiera McNally, all 
high school juniors from the Archdiocese of Dubuque, 
Iowa, were meticulous as they carefully cut shirts as part 
of the project.

“I like to help with community service-type things, 
and this is a good cause,” Ava explained. 

Joe Hardesty of Evansville, Ind., a volunteer for  
Hearts in Motion, has been involved in the ministry for 
several years.

“I went on my first trip last summer with my two older 
sons, on a high school trip, and built one of the homes [in 
Guatemala], … and I just fell in love with it,” he said.

“We’re here today to 
educate the people, as 
well as to get the name 
out,” he added.

Benedictine Sister 
Kathleen Yeadon, a 
member of Our Lady 
of Grace Monastery in 
Beech Grove who works 
for the Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul food 
pantry in Indianapolis, 
asked attendees in 
another nearby area 
to take part in a food 
and security grocery 
challenge.

“They go through, 
they get a little story 
here, and then they try 
and make that budget 
work,” she explained, 
with each person given a 
specific money amount 
as they walk through and 
examine the prices of 
available groceries.

“It’s just that 
awareness of how difficult it is to shop for your family,” 
Sister Kathleen added.

In another area, Kelli Reutman supervised young 
people who were making mats for the homeless by taking 
plastic bags and weaving them together. The plastic yarn 
is known as “plarn.”

“I’m told it takes about 2,000 bags to make one mat, 
and about 10 hours of weaving,” explained Reutman, who 
works as associate director of evangelization for  
Catalyst Catholic in the New Albany Deanery, where she 
supports 16 parishes.

The initiative began at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish in New Albany, and the mats are given to the 
homeless in southern Indiana and in Louisville, Ky.

Sela Kubiak, a  senior from the Archdiocese of Detroit, 
was eager to take a few minutes to help with the weaving 
process.

“If we’re already going to be here to praise God and 
grow deeper in our faith, there’s no better way to do that 
than doing it through service,” she said.

A few feet away, Kayla Jacobs of Catholic Climate 
Covenant took the time to educate attendees about 

the impact of the environment on people who are 
experiencing homelessness.

Attendees, in turn, walked on a “pilgrimage” collecting 
items to place in a kit for those in need.

“They are more exposed to the elements, they have 
a higher chance of getting skin cancer [and] of having 
acute-related illnesses or strokes,” she said. “Our goal is 
to make 1,000 packets to donate locally for people who 
are experiencing homelessness that will include hydration 
packs, water bottles, food, blankets, wool socks, 
sunscreen … things that will help them bear the elements 
better.”

At the end of their pilgrimage, teens were encouraged 
to write a note for the homeless person who will receive 
a kit.

Grace Welch, a freshman from the Diocese of  
Winona-Rochester in Minnesota, took several minutes to 
pen a letter.

“I feel, if I was homeless, this would help me get 
through the hard times,” she said. “Kindness and 
generosity are always very good. They really help 
people.” †

Volunteer Kelli Reutman of Catalyst Catholic in the New Albany Deanery, left, supervises Sela Kubiak 
of the Archdiocese of Detroit as she helps make a mat for the homeless by taking plastic bags and 
weaving them together. (Photo by Mike Krokos)

Funny hats show the joy of NCYC while messages Funny hats show the joy of NCYC while messages 
feature the heart of youths’ faithfeature the heart of youths’ faith

By John Shaughnessy

When it comes to creative, attention-getting fashion 
that always makes people smile, participants at the 
National Catholic Youth Conference have a tradition of 
wearing a wide variety of headgear that adds another 
flavor of fun to the faith-filled event.

And that tradition has continued this year as the youths 
have showcased just about everything from pirate hats to 
headgear featuring pizza and tacos.

So, here’s a tip of the hat to some of our favorite 
headgear and the groups that have added an extra touch 
of joy to the conference.

The young woman from St. Rita Parish in Indianapolis 
who went old school with a red-and-white hat reminiscent 
of Dr. Seuss’ Cat in the Hat.

The flashing and flashy sparkling pink cowboy  
hats of a group of female youths from the Diocese  
of Kansas City, Kan. 

The show-your-state’s-pride of a group from St. John 
Vianney Parish in Bettendorf, Iowa, in the Diocese of 
Davenport, who rocked corn-in-the husk headgear.

And the group from the Diocese of Saint Cloud in 
Minnesota whose headgear featured flamingoes—a 
choice they couldn’t explain but that still made people 
smile.

Of course, there’s also a hometown nod to the floppy, 
black-and-white cow headgear that the 1,563 participants 
from the Archdiocese of Indianapolis turned into a 
fashion statement.

Yet while the hats always showcase their fun, it’s the 
T-shirts the youths wear that profess their faith. 

Here’s a sampling of the faith-related T-shirts from this 
year’s conference:

“I saw the pope at NCYC.”
“Faith over fear.”
“Enjoy being Catholic.”
“In all things, give thanks.”
“Do all that you do with love.”
“Be saints.”
“Magnify like Mary.”
“Lead like Joan.”
“Love like Therese.”

“Life gave me lemons, but my Jesus, He be makin’ 
lemonade.”

“Be not afraid.”
“Destination heaven.”
“Created by the Creator.”
“I am a child of God.”
“Make beautiful things happen.” †

Vivian McCombs, left, Frankie Gotto and Addison Allaman of 
St. John Vianney Parish in Bettendorf, Iowa, in the Diocese of 
Davenport, show their state pride by wearing corn-in-the-husk 
headgear during the National Catholic Youth Conference in 
Indianapolis on Nov. 20-22. (Photo by John Shaughnessy)

The simple T-shirt message of “Destination Heaven” marks 
the ultimate goal of the youths at the National Catholic Youth 
Conference in Indianapolis on Nov. 20-22. (Photo by John Shaughnessy)



By D.D. Emmons

(OSV News)—Search the Scriptures, and except for 
the Holy Family, no person is more favored by God than 
St. John the Baptist. All four Gospels acclaim this holy 
man and set him apart from others. From before his birth, 
he was chosen by God to announce, baptize and identify 
Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah.

Looking at the totality of his brief life, you see the 
hand of God at every turn. John’s unique role in salvation 
history was immortalized by Jesus who said, “I tell you, 
among those born of women, no one is greater than John” 
(Lk 7:28).

While we celebrate both John’s birth on June 24 and 
death on Aug. 29, it is during Advent that the liturgy 
amplifies John’s role as the precursor of Christ. It is John 
who, as God’s instrument, tells the people of the world 
to prepare. The Messiah is coming. It is John who then 
singles out the Messiah living in the midst of them.

The Church teaches that Christ came first when he was 
born 2,000 years ago. It also teaches that he will come 
again at the end of time. We are invited to prepare our 
hearts for the celebration of Christ’s first coming and for 
his glorious second coming.

John tells us how to prepare, how to reform our lives. 
The Church offers us the means during this holy season 
through the grace that comes to us by way of penance, 
confession and sincere conversion.

John is the child of Zechariah and Elizabeth, an 
elderly, childless, holy couple living in the hill country of 
Judea. His birth was revealed by the archangel Gabriel, 
who told Zechariah that he and Elizabeth would have 
a son. Gabriel later announced to Mary that she would 
become the Mother of God.

The angel told Zechariah his child’s name would be 
John, and that “he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even 
from his mother’s womb, and he will turn many of the 
children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go before 
him in the spirit and power of Elijah … to prepare a 
people, fit for the Lord” (Lk 1:15-17).

Zechariah, believing that he and Elizabeth were too old 
to have a child, refused to trust Gabriel’s message and, as 
a result, was struck mute. He remained so until John was 
born.

The visitation of Mary to her kinswoman Elizabeth 
is one of the most stirring, most remembered Scripture 
passages: the story of Mary, pregnant with Jesus, either 
walking or riding on some uncomfortable conveyance, 
making the dayslong journey from Nazareth to the Judean 
hill country to visit Elizabeth.

Mary had been told by the angel that Elizabeth, her 
elder relative, was six months pregnant with John.  
St. Luke’s Gospel (Lk 1:39-45) describes Mary’s arrival. 
Elizabeth is humbled that the Mother of God would come 
to care for her and her unborn child.

When Mary entered the house, Elizabeth was “filled 
with the Holy Spirit” as her son John leaped in her womb 
(Lk 1:41). About this scene, St. John Chrysostom wrote 
that John in the womb “has not yet seen the light, but he 
points out the sun; he has not yet been born, and he is 
keen to act as precursor.”

Because John was “filled with the Holy Spirit” even 
while in his mother’s womb, he, like the Virgin Mary, was 
especially picked by God. In John’s case, his role is to 
introduce the Savior to the world.

While Jesus was growing up quietly in Nazareth, 
John, six months older than him, lived obscurely in the 
wilderness of Judea. John’s youth is summed up in  

Luke 1:80: “The child [John] 
grew and became strong in 
spirit, and he was in the desert 
until the day of his manifestation 
to Israel.”

Surviving off the land, he was 
not tainted by worldly sins, but 
received even more of God’s 
grace through constant prayer 
and self-denial.

Around 30 years old when 
he began his public ministry, 
John’s message was clear and 
simple: “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Mt 3:2), 
meaning the Messiah’s arrival 
was imminent and mankind 
should prepare. Inspired by God, 
John knew Christ was coming, 
but at that point, he did not know 
his identity—at least not in a way 
that he could share publicly.

People flocked to hear John 
largely because it had been so 
long since anyone had publicly 
advocated the coming of the 
Messiah in such a convincing 
way. They hungered for such 
a message. John encouraged 
them to confess their sinful 
ways, change their hearts and 
be baptized as a public sign of 
sincerity. Every year at Advent, 
we hear his clarion call for inner 
conversion.

As he began baptizing people in the Jordan River, 
some thought John to be the anticipated Messiah. Others 
thought he was Elijah returned to Earth. John told them 
he was neither. He was baptizing them with water, “but 
one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen 
the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire” (Lk 3:16).

Jesus came to the Jordan presenting himself for 
baptism. Sinless, not in need of baptism, he wanted 
to relate himself with sinful humanity. John demurs, 
arguing that Jesus should baptize him, not vice versa. 
Our Savior humbles himself, insisting on the baptism of 
repentance, and John acquiesces. When Jesus came out 
of the water, God sent a dove representing the Holy Spirit 
and announced, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased” (Mt 3:17). The divinity of Jesus is 
confirmed.

In another moment at the Jordan, John sees Jesus and 
proclaims him in the sacred words spoken during every 
Mass: “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world” (Jn 1:29).

Here, among those congregating along the Jordan was 
the Messiah. The wait was over. Jesus then went out into 
the world, spreading his message of salvation. For his 
part, John faded into his Savior’s shadow, saying: “He 
must increase; I must decrease” (Jn 3: 30). These words 
still challenge every Christian.

As John continued to preach, he confronted Herod 
Antipas, who had been made ruler of Galilee by Rome. 
John publicly condemned Herod for violating the law 
of Moses by living with the wife of his brother. Herod 
imprisoned John, but was nonetheless intrigued by the 
Baptist.

The woman involved, Herodias, had no such affinity 
and looked for an opportunity to have John killed. In a 
well-known story (Mk 6:21-28), the daughter of Herodias 
danced for Herod, leading him to offer the girl anything 
she wanted. Herodias encouraged the girl to ask for 
John’s head on a platter. To avoid embarrassment, Herod 
complied with her wish. John was martyred as the price 
of a dance.

The impact of his short life marks John for special 
veneration. Next to the Blessed Mother, he is our greatest 
saint. His message that we should prepare for the coming 
of Christ by renouncing our sins resonates during every 
Advent.

(D.D. Emmons writes from Pennsylvania.) †

Advent gives focus to John the Baptist’s call for repentance, preparation

A likeness of St. John the Baptist is seen in stained glass at Caldwell Chapel on the campus of The Catholic University of America in 
Washington. A cousin of Jesus, John is a prominent figure in Advent, reminding the faithful to prepare for Christ’s coming, especially 
through repentance. (OSV News photo/Tyler Orsburn)

Mary and Elizabeth are depicted in a 15th-century oil painting by Piero di Cosimo. The title of 
the painting is “The Visitation with St. Nicholas and St. Anthony Abbot.” This meeting of Mary 
and Elizabeth, recounted in the Gospel of St. Luke, reveals the importance of John as Jesus’ 
precursor even while he was still in his mother’s womb. (OSV News photo/courtesy National Gallery of Art)
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“You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare 
his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the 

forgiveness of their sins”  
(Lk 1:76-77).

These are the words of Zechariah, 
the father of John the Baptist, on the 
occasion of his son’s birth. Prophetic 
words about a newborn destined to be 
the culmination of all the prophets.

The archangel Gabriel had told 
Zechariah of the mission of his son. 
Zechariah doubted the angel’s words 
and was struck dumb as a result—until 

John was born. Then John’s father sang forth a canticle 
of praise that included his prophecy about his son. His 
canticle is prayed every day in Morning Prayer in the 
Church’s Liturgy of the Hours.

Zechariah probably never saw the fulfilment of 
his son’s divine mission. He was already an old man 
when John was born. His wife Elizabeth was beyond 
childbearing years. That is why John’s conception was 
a miracle that paved the way for the coming of the 
Messiah.

But how remarkable was Zechariah, really? Every 
parent has dreams for their newborn children when 
they hold them in their arms for the first time. When 
parents of faith gaze for the first time at the child 
whom they have waited for nine months to see, they 
might wonder what God’s plan might be for the 
miracle he has given them.

Every child has a divine mission. They are all called 
in some way to prepare the way of the Lord in their 
own corner of the world. They’re empowered by God 
to make their own contribution to sharing his salvation 
by experiencing the forgiveness of their own sins and 
by extending that forgiveness to those who have hurt 
them.

But parents holding a newborn child have to wait for 
years to come to know how God is calling their son or 
daughter to prepare his way, to share with his people 
knowledge of salvation.

While there are always exceptions to the rule, 
vocations ordinarily blossom slowly over many years, 
one petal after another being revealed until that vocation 
finally appears as a beautiful flower in full bloom.

Through the grace of their own vocation as parents, 
mothers and fathers play a part in the manifestation of 

their children’s vocation. While often it’s indirect, it’s 
nonetheless indispensable.

Parents prepare the hearts of their children to be open 
to God’s calling in their lives in many ways. They form 
their faith over many years. They give their children the 
example of living out faithfully their own vocation to 
marriage and parenthood and by valuing vocations to 
ordained ministry and religious life. And through it all, 
parents prepare their children for their vocation by putting 
prayer with their children and prayer for their children at 
the heart of their daily lives.

Woven into all of these and countless other ways 
that parents play a role in their children’s vocation is 
waiting—waiting patiently, year after year, to see how 
God will bring to fulfilment the dreams they had for their 
children when they held them in their arms for the first 
time.

Advent is a season when the Church awaits both the 
celebration of the Lord’s first coming in Bethlehem 2,000 
years ago and recalls our patient waiting for his glorious 
second coming at the end of time.

Maybe these next four weeks can be a good time for 
parents to reflect spiritually on how waiting is at the heart 
of their own vocations. †

Faith and Family/Sean Gallagher

Waiting in patience lies at the heart of the life and calling of parents

“[We need to take up] seeing and feeling with God.”
What a startling sentence—to see and feel with God!
I heard this a couple of weeks ago at a symposium titled “Deepening Communion 

in a Polarized World.” Hundreds of folks—clergy, lay and 
seminarians—were invited to ponder it.

And make it their own.
The gathering was co-sponsored by Saint Meinrad Seminary 

and School of Theology and Glenmary Home Missions.  The 
ultimate goal of the two-day gathering at Saint Meinrad was to 
awaken in the participants a personal conversion toward a life of 
communion (oneness and unity) within themselves, to serve the 
Church and the world.

Father Aaron Wessman, a Glenmary missioner and author of the 
book The Church’s Mission in a Polarized World, set the stage for 

the entire symposium.
It was he who voiced the above sentence.
The words were based on a passage from Pope Benedict XVI’s 2007 apostolic 

exhortation “Sacramentum Caritatis” regarding Christ’s words, “The bread I will give 
is my flesh, for the life of the world” (Jn 6:51):

In these words, the Lord reveals the true meaning of the gift of his life for all 
people. These words also reveal his deep compassion for every man and woman.

The Gospels frequently speak of Jesus’ feelings toward others, especially the 
suffering and sinners. Through a profoundly human sensibility he expresses God’s 
saving will for all people—that they may have true life.

Each celebration of the Eucharist makes sacramentally present the gift that the 
crucified Lord made of his life, for us and for the whole world. In the Eucharist, 
Jesus also makes us witnesses of God’s compassion toward all our brothers and 
sisters.

The eucharistic mystery thus gives rise to a service of charity toward neighbor, 

which consists in the very fact that, in God and with God, I love even the person 
whom I do not like or even know.

This can only take place on the basis of an intimate encounter with God, an 
encounter which has become a communion of will, affecting even my feelings. 
Then I learn to look on this other person not simply with my eyes and my 
feelings, but from the perspective of Jesus Christ. (“Sacramentum Caritatis,” 
#88)

“… Seeing and feeling with God.” Rooted in love (for God is love), this leads to 
respect for the other and a willingness to encounter the other in relationship.

It is much more—much, much more—than tolerance. It is joining one’s eyes and 
feelings with God’s as revealed by Jesus, the Christ.

As Pope Benedict notes, such a joining requires knowing how God sees and feels 
toward humanity. To do that, we must daily encounter God in the Gospels. To bring 
that encounter to full intimacy, we need the celebration and sharing of the very 
fullness of Christ in Eucharist.

We as Catholic Christians are called to a dialogue of life with humanity. That 
dialogue encompasses ecumenical and interreligious relationships, for sure.

But that dialogue encompasses any encounter with other human beings: friend, 
acquaintance, colleague, immigrant, refugee, toddler, teenager, senior, prisoner, 
homeless, beggar, gay, queer, enemy, and on and on.

The urgings of Pope Benedict are echoed in each pontiff since Pope St. John XXIII. 
Pope St. John Paul II repeatedly proclaimed the dignity of every person. Pope Francis 
made them a hallmark of his pontificate. And Pope Leo XIV has clearly embraced 
them as well.

The words are telling. Will they change our hearts into a way of life?

(Father Rick Ginther is director of the archdiocesan Office of Ecumenism and 
Interreligious Affairs. He is retired from full-time pastoral ministry but is still active 
as a priest of the archdiocese.) †

That All May Be One/Fr. Rick Ginther

Following our call as Catholics to a dialogue of life with humanity

“Find keys” was a common phrase of my brother Gary, 
who has an intellectual and developmental disability. 
Growing up in a large family, there always seemed to be 

someone looking for their keys. He 
was eager to help them find their keys 
because that might mean going on a car 
ride, which he loved.

My brother was and still is pure 
of heart in his intentions and actions. 
If you think of the Eight Beatitudes, 
each having a door to the kingdom of 
God, I think Gary would have a heart-
shaped key to open the door of the 
sixth Beatitude: “Blessed are the pure 

of heart for they shall see God.”
Jesus gave Peter the keys to the Church, and he gave 

us keys to the kingdom when he gave us the beatitudes. 
The Eight Doors of the Kingdom, Meditations on the 
Beatitudes by Father Jacques Phillipe, a member of the 
Community of the Beatitudes in France, is a wonderful 
book that offers a deeper understanding of these teachings 
of Jesus.  

In the book, the priest states: “Consider, too, these 
words of Ezekiel: ‘A new heart I will give you, and a new 
spirit I will put within you; and I will take out of your 
flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh’ 
[Ez 36:26]. The Beatitudes are a description of this ‘new 
heart’ that the Holy Spirit fashions in us, which is the 
heart of Christ.” 

As the archdiocese’s Disabilities Ministry coordinator, 
I am privileged to encounter many individuals who 

are pure of heart. It is quite simple for them: they love 
Jesus, they love one another, they are grateful and very 
thoughtful. Their prayers are for others’ needs, and their 
singing is full of joyful praise. As Father Phillipe says 

in his book of meditations on the beatitudes: “Nothing 
purifies the heart so much as praising and blessing God. 
A grateful heart is a pure heart.” 

I recall one year, when the Disabilities Ministry 
team was planning a Special Religious Education and 
Discipleship (SPREAD) summer retreat, we asked the 
participants for ideas for the design of the retreat T-shirt. 

Someone called out a suggestion, and they all decided 
that it was important that the shirt said, “I love Jesus.” 
This is another example of how many in this group are 
anxious to show their love of Jesus to others. 

I think that love is exactly why this ministry has 
so many dedicated volunteers, too. There are very 
few people who volunteer only one time. Once a new 
volunteer experiences that unconditional love, they 
realize that they were just given a heart-shaped key, and it 
opened their heart to God’s love. 

Some of our volunteers have been involved with 
SPREAD for 20-plus years. We still need a great number 
of volunteers at our events to provide one-on-one help for 
many participants.

If you are interested in receiving this heart-shaped key, 
then you might want to consider volunteering at our SPREAD 
events or starting up a SPREAD program at your parish.

Do you know someone with an intellectual and 
developmental disability who would enjoy becoming a 
participant in one of the SPREAD groups or events? If so, 
please share my contact information with them or their 
family. I would love to answer any questions or help 
anyone discern getting involved in this beautiful ministry, 
either as a participant or a volunteer.

Our next SPREAD event will be an Advent Retreat on 
Dec. 6 at St. Mark the Evangelist Church in Indianapolis. 
For more information or questions, contact me at 317-
236-1448 or jbryans@archindy.org.

(Jenny Bryans is the archdiocese’s Disabilities Ministries 
coordinator.) †

Evangelization Outreach/Jenny Bryans

I found my keys! SPREAD events open volunteers’ hearts to God’s love

Our next SPREAD event 
will be an Advent Retreat 

on Dec. 6 at St. Mark 
the Evangelist Church in 
Indianapolis. For more 

information or questions, 
contact me at  

317-236-1448 or  
jbryans@archindy.org.



Q In my rosary group, I suggested 
we pray for all those experiencing 

feelings of hopelessness. My friend said 
that since it’s the 
month of November, 
we should pray for 
the dead who are 
feeling hopeless. I’ve 
never heard of this 
intention before. Is it 
legitimate?

A I think your 
friend’s 

heart is certainly in the right place. But 
while Catholics are called to pray for the 
dead—and while it’s a wonderful spiritual 
work of mercy to pray for living persons 
currently feeling hopeless—our Catholic 
teaching does not allow for the logical 
possibility of hopeless deceased souls 
who can still benefit from our prayers.

As you probably already know, we 
as Catholics believe that a soul faces 
one of three possibilities after death. 
They will go to either heaven, hell or 
purgatory. As we read in the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church: “Each man 
receives his eternal retribution in his 
immortal soul at the very moment of 
his death, in a particular judgment 
that refers his life to Christ: either 
entrance into the blessedness of heaven, 
through a purification or immediately, 

or immediate 
and everlasting 
damnation” 
(#1022).

Heaven is the 
state of perfect 
happiness that 
comes from full 
union with God, 
the source of all 
goodness. The 
saints in heaven 
(and everyone 
in heaven is 
technically a saint, 
whether or not 
they are formally 
canonized) are 
obviously not 
hopeless, since 
in heaven all true 
hope is ultimately 
fulfilled. 
Consequently, 
the saints have 
no need of our 
prayers—instead, 
we ask them 
to prayerfully 
intercede for us 
here on Earth.

Of course, not 
every person—
not even every 
basically good 
person—will 

be living a saintly life at the time of 
their death, and therefore might not be 
spiritually prepared to encounter God 
face-to-face. God still mercifully provides 
for these souls with the state of purgatory, 
which is a period of purification and 
healing of the wounds left behind from 
repented sins.

We believe that purgatory does 
involve a degree of suffering, but that 
this suffering is, in the words of the 
catechism, “entirely different from the 
punishment of the damned” (#1031). 
We on Earth can help the souls in 
purgatory through our prayers and 
sacrifices.

However, while the souls in purgatory 
can benefit from our prayers, this is not 
because they feel hopeless. All souls in 
purgatory are destined for heaven, and so 
the state of purgatory is a fundamentally 
hopeful one.

With respect to hell, as we read in 
the catechism: “The teaching of the 
Church affirms the existence of hell 
and its eternity. Immediately after 
death the souls of those who die in a 
state of mortal sin [that is, unrepented 
moral sin] descend into hell, where 
they suffer the punishments of hell, 
‘eternal fire.’ The chief punishment 
of hell is eternal separation from 
God, in whom alone man can possess 
the life and happiness for which he 
was created and for which he longs” 
(#1035).

It’s important to keep in mind that the 
souls in hell suffer not because God is 
vengeful and eager to punish, but rather 
because such souls have freely rejected 
God through their own embracing of 
sin. God does not actively send souls to 
hell as much as he simply respects their 
choices.

Unlike purgatory, which is a  
journey toward something greater,  
hell is an absolutely permanent state.  
In the Divine Comedy, the poet  
Dante famously imagines the gates 
of hell as bearing the inscription: 
“Abandon all hope, you who enter 
here,” and this is theologically 
accurate. Because of hell’s finality, 
the souls there cannot benefit from 
anyone’s prayers for them.

Still, in many cases we don’t know 
the eternal destiny of any particular soul. 
Even for those who lived very sinful 
lives, we can always hope that they 
turned toward God in their final moments. 
And so, it’s safe to say that, as far as we 
should be concerned, prayers for the dead 
are never wasted.

(Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds 
a licentiate in canon law, is a 
consecrated virgin and a canonist 
whose column appears weekly at 
OSV News. Send your questions to 
CatholicQA@osv.com.) †

With this weekend, the Church begins 
its new liturgical year. In so doing, it also 
begins to use the cycle A of readings at 

Sunday Masses.
This weekend’s 

first reading is from 
the first section of the 
Book of Isaiah, one 
of the most important 
prophecies in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. 
It is eloquent and 
profound. Isaiah is 
one of the longest 

books in the Old Testament, although 
in fact it is a collection of three distinct 
works.

As often is the case with other 
prophetic books, Isaiah at times warned 
the people that their doom was on the 
way if they did not return to heartfelt 
religious fidelity. Certainly, this is a 
theme of this section of Isaiah.

No prophet, including Isaiah, spoke 
warnings without expressing a most 
hopeful and faith-filled thought that God, 
who is Almighty and merciful, would 
protect the people in the end.

Such was the great, exciting promise 
of the covenant. God pledged to 
safeguard and secure the people, despite 
their stubbornness and their fascination 
with sin, despite the catastrophe they 
bring upon themselves by sinning.

This weekend’s reading from Isaiah, 
the first Scriptural proclamation for 
Advent 2025, is a testament of this 
confidence and faith. God will judge 
the good and the bad. Such is the divine 
right. It is logical. Human behavior must 
be balanced against the justice and love 
that perfectly reside in God.

It is not a tale of gloom. Sin is to 
be feared, but marvelously, human 
faithfulness to God brings peace and 
reward.  

St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is the 
source of the second reading.

As he did in his other letters, Paul 
called the Christians in Rome to live 
as authentic followers of Jesus. While 
stressing their need to be faithful models 
of Christ in human living, the great 
Apostle urged the disciples to set their 
priorities by making eternal life with the 

Lord their uncompromised goal.
Paul also bluntly said that earthly life 

can end at any time for anyone.
The Gospel of St. Matthew provides 

the last reading this weekend. It predicts 
the final coming of Jesus. In reading this 
passage, it is important to remember that 
the Church teaches that proper reading 
of the Gospels requires realizing three 
perspectives: 1) The Gospel event in the 
actual time of Jesus; 2) The event as its 
implications came to be understood in 
the time when the Gospels were written, 
decades after Jesus; and, 3) The place that 
the event occupies in the general literary 
structure of the individual Gospel.

This is important when considering 
this weekend’s passage from Matthew. 
Likely composed decades after Jesus’ 
ascension, Matthew was written for 
Christians who yearned to be relieved 
of the burden and peril of living amid 
harshly antagonistic circumstances. They 
pined for the second triumphant coming 
of Jesus, recalling the Lord’s own words. 
They earnestly believed that they would 
be vindicated when Jesus would come 
again in glory.

Reflection
Advent, begun with this weekend’s 

liturgies, calls us to prepare for 
Christmas. This preparation is more 
than addressing Christmas cards and 
decorating Christmas trees. It means 
working to make the coming of Jesus real 
in our daily lives, a deeply personal event 
because we truly are invited to admit the 
Lord into our loving hearts.

Especially in Advent, the Church 
calls us to be good Christians, ridding 
ourselves with the help of God’s grace of 
anything standing in the way.

It calls us to set priorities. Regardless 
of Christmas 2025, Jesus will come 
again to us at the moment of our earthly 
death. He will come as the triumphant 
Lord of life, the supreme standard of 
what is right or wrong. What appearance 
shall we make? Will we stand in 
the aftermath of having been in life 
wholeheartedly devoted to Christ, or 
just occasionally, or maybe never? The 
choice among these options belongs to 
us now. †

The Sunday Readings
Sunday, November 30, 2025
• Isaiah 2:1-5
• Romans 13:11-14
• Matthew 24:37-44

First Sunday of Advent/Msgr. Owen F. Campion 

Those who die end up in one of three 
states: heaven, purgatory or hell

Question Corner/Jenna Marie Cooper

Monday, December 1
Isaiah 4:2-6
Psalm 122:1-9
Matthew 8:5-11

Tuesday, December 2
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Luke 10:21-24

Wednesday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier, priest
Isaiah 25:6-10a
Psalm 23:1-6
Matthew 15:29-37

Thursday, December 4
St. John Damascene, priest and  
doctor of the Church
Isaiah 26:1-6

Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a
Matthew 7:21, 24-27

Friday, December 5
Isaiah 29:17-24
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14
Matthew 9:27-31

Saturday, December 6
St. Nicholas, bishop
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26
Psalm 147:1-6
Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

Sunday, December 7
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Romans 15:4-9
Matthew 3:1-12
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Daily Readings

Advent Focus
By Sister Susan Lindstrom, O.S.B.

(Benedictine Sister Susan Lindstrom is a member of Our Lady of Grace Monastery in Beech Grove. Photo: Evan Wilds 
displays an Advent wreath he made during the archdiocese’s annual Special Religious Education and Discipleship 
Advent retreat on Dec. 2, 2023, at St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in Indianapolis.)(File photo by Natalie Hoefer) 

My Journey to God

Deepest yearning…

Desire for fullness

Thirst for justice

Hunger for relationship

Ache for holiness

Search for truth

Hope for salvation

Long for integrity

Craving for wholeness

Passion for peace

Come, Emmanuel!
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Online Lay Ministry Formation
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis has partnered with the  
University of Notre Dame and Catholic Distance University 
(CDU) to offer not-for-credit online theology classes:

• Earn certificate in Lay Ministry
• Complete 12 courses online with ND STEP program
• CDU offers classes on Catechism of the Catholic Church
• 20% discount for all employees, volunteers, and parishioners

For more information, please log on to

www.archindy.org/layministry

REPORT SEXUAL MISCONDUCT NOW
If you are a victim of sexual misconduct by a person ministering on 
behalf of the Church, or if you know of anyone who has been a victim 
of such misconduct, please contact the archdiocesan victim assistance 
coordinator. There are two ways to make a report:

Ethics Point
Confidential, Online Reporting
www.archdioceseofindianapolis.ethicspoint.com or 888-393-6810

Victim Assistance Coordinator, Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
P.O. Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 46206-1410

317-236-1548 or 800-382-9836, ext. 1548
victimassistance@archindy.org

1

2

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—If people do not see 
themselves as “caretakers of the garden of creation, we 
end up becoming its destroyers,” Pope Leo XIV said.

As the U.N. Climate Conference continued in Brazil, the 
pope dedicated his weekly general audience talk on Nov. 19 
to explaining how Jesus’ death and resurrection should lead 
Christians to “a spirituality of integral ecology,” which seeks 
the good of the human person and the planet.

Believing in Christ does not isolate Christians from 
the world and its concerns, the pope said, but rather it 
motivates them to share with others how faith generates 
hope and action, including the kind of conversion needed 
to provide greater care for the poor and for the Earth.

Without concrete commitments, he said, “the words 
of faith have no hold on reality, and the words of science 
remain outside the heart.

“If we allow it, Christ’s salvific act can transform 
all our relationships: with God, with other people and 
with creation,” Pope Leo said in his English-language 
remarks.

Christians “must allow the seed of Christian 
hope to bear fruit, convert our hearts and influence 
the ways we respond to the issues that we face,” 
including the pressing issue of climate change and, 

particularly, its impact on the world’s poorest people.
“As followers of Jesus,” he said, “we are called 

to promote lifestyles and policies that focus on the 
protection of human dignity and of all of creation.

“Christian hope responds to the demands of our time 
regarding the climate and the environment,” he told 
Portuguese speakers.

The audience began with the reading of the Gospel of 
John’s account of Mary Magdalene weeping near Jesus’ 
tomb, not recognizing the risen Lord, but thinking he was 
the gardener.

In some ways, Jesus is the gardener, the pope said. 
“The lost paradise is rediscovered by Jesus,” who, like a 
seed buried in the ground, rises again and bears fruit.

Belief in the resurrection and hope for the coming of 
God’s kingdom “are the foundations for an ecological 
spirituality and conversion that change history and 
involve public commitment, placing Christians on the 
same side as so many people—including many young 
people—who have heard and felt resonate in their hearts 
the divine call to care for the poor and for the Earth.”

Pope Leo encouraged people at the audience to 
“invoke the Spirit to help us care, with the same faith, for 
our common home and for our hearts.” †

Pope: Believers must care for the poor and creation

By Mike Krokos

There were readings in Spanish and English.
And prayers of the faithful offered in English, Igbo, 

Spanish, Tagolog, Haitian Creole and Swahili. 
The voices represented the different cultures of 

worshippers at the annual St. Martin de Porres Mass 
held this year on Nov. 3 
at Holy Angels Church 
in Indianapolis, which 
was sponsored by the 
archdiocesan Black Catholic 
Ministry. 

Born in Lima, Peru, in 
1579, St. Martin de Porres 

was the illegitimate son of a Spanish knight and a freed 
African slave. He grew up in poverty and struggled with 
the stigma of being of mixed race in a time of great 
prejudice. But he showed great compassion for all people, 
no matter their race or background.

Martin was abandoned by his father when he was 
young, and he was rejected by many people in society. 
After working for a few years as an apprentice to a 
barber—who also served as a surgeon in those days—he 
was accepted as a lay helper in the Dominican order. 
After nine years, the community, impressed with his 
prayer life, humility and love, invited him to profess 
vows. While there, he operated their infirmary, where he 
lovingly cared for the sick and the dying.

“He has such a biracial heritage, so at our Mass today, 
we tried to incorporate different languages, cultures and 
people from all the different continents of this Earth,” 
said Father Benjamin Syberg, parish administrator pro 
tempore of Holy Angels Parish, who was the principal 
celebrant at the liturgy. “Martin [offers] such a prophetic 
vision of what the Church can be in the world today.”

In his homily, Father Syberg referenced  
Pope Leo XIV’s first apostolic exhortation “Dilexi Te” (“I 
Have Loved You”) and how the Holy Father focused on 
the call to love the poor.

“… Has anyone, even at the dawn of the modern era 
of humanity, so taken up the call of Jesus to radically 
love the poor? Has anyone ever been so lowly by the 
estimation of the world, and yet raised to such heights, as 
Jesus’ most humble servant and his friend, St. Martin  
de Porres?” Father Syberg asked.

Despite the challenges he faced, the saint “lived only 
in peace and [an] indomitable trust that God had put 
him on the Earth exactly where he needed to be. With 
members of his own congregation often looking down 
on him with scorn and racism, he won them over with 
tireless love, knowing that love starts with the unlovable, 
our brothers at home.”

For St. Martin, that love extended far beyond his 
Dominican brothers.

“Surrounded by the suffering and the poverty and 
the illness of the people around him,” Father Syberg 
continued, “Martin simply accepted as true that whatever 
he did … for these least ones, he did for Jesus.”

While many in society ignore the poor, Father Syberg 
said, St. Martin offers a witness of humility and how we 
are called to love God and neighbor—no matter their 
state in life.

“Today, as we praise the Lord Jesus who has so loved 
us, we know that Jesus has given the Church St. Martin 

as the timely and the 
providential saint to guide 
the Church in our day and 
in our age,” the priest said.

‘I have profound 
memories’

As a native of Peru, 
Andres Pecho proclaimed 
the liturgy’s first reading 
in Spanish. The member 
of St. Monica Parish in 
Indianapolis has a longtime 
devotion to St. Martin  
de Porres.

“I have profound 
memories. I was 15 years 
old and looking for my way 
in life. The main church in 
my town, at the right as you 
entered it, had a spacious 
area dedicated to St. Martin 
de Porres,” Pecho said. “I 
went there almost every 
day to pray, asking him 
to [intercede] for me as I 

moved forward in my life.”
The life St. Martin lived, Pecho added, continues to 

provide a great example in discipleship. And some in 
need still turn to the humble saint in prayer.

“There is still material poverty,” he said. “There are 
still many people who look to him to intercede before 
God to help them.” 

Irorobeje Crystal Owhoso-Maddox, coordinator of 
archdiocesan Black Catholic Ministry, said loving God 
and our neighbor must be at the core of who we are as 
Christians.

“I think if we did that more often, we’d have a 
lot more joy in the home, with our neighbors, in our 
community and in the world,” she said. †

Diversity of Church on display at annual St. Martin de Porres Mass

To watch a video about 
the St. Martin de Porres 
Mass, go to bit.ly/
StMartinMass2025.

Clergy pray during a Nov. 3 Mass at Holy Angels Church in Indianapolis marking the feast of St. Martin de Porres. (Photos by Mike Krokos)

Holy Angels parishioner Marsha Carter receives the blood of Christ from Deacon Wilfredo de la Rosa 
on Nov. 3 during the St. Martin de Porres Mass.

Andres Pecho, a member of St. Monica Parish in Indianapolis, 
proclaims the first reading in Spanish at a Nov. 3 Mass at  
Holy Angels Church marking the feast of St. Martin de Porres.
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Job Summary
The Catholic Philanthropic Advisor is responsible for cultivating, soliciting, 
and stewarding major and planned gifts in support of the ministries of the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis. This role plays a key part in advancing the mission 
of the United Catholic Appeal by aligning donor interests with ministry needs 
and fostering a culture of gratitude and generosity.

Key Responsibilities
• Manage a portfolio of donors and prospects to secure major and planned gifts.
• Develop and implement donor engagement strategies, including events and 
outreach.
• Collaborate with colleagues to promote a unified fundraising vision across 
the archdiocese.

Qualifications
• Practicing Catholic in good standing and active member of the Church.
• Bachelor’s degree required; advanced degree or certification preferred.
• Minimum of three years of experience in fundraising, development, or 
related fields.

To Apply: Send a cover letter and resume to Jolinda Moore, Executive Director 
of Stewardship and Development, at jmoore@archindy.org.

Catholic Philanthropic Advisor, 
United Catholic Appeal

Employment

Position Summary 
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis is seeking a Donor Relations Coordinator to 
join the Office of Stewardship and Development. This vital role serves as the 
first point of contact for donors and prospective donors, providing exceptional 
service and support to those engaging with the Archdiocese and the Catholic 
Community Foundation (CCF). 

Key Responsibilities
• Serve as the primary contact for donor inquiries via phone, email, and text.
• Support donor relations team with data entry and donor census updates.
• Process and reconcile donations, including credit card, ACH, and matching gifts.

Qualifications
• Associate’s degree required; Bachelor’s degree preferred.
• Experience in nonprofit fundraising, accounting, or donor database management.
• Proficiency in Microsoft Office (Excel, Word, Teams) and Raiser’s Edge.

Send your resume and cover letter to Jolinda Moore, Executive Director of 
Stewardship and Development, at jmoore@archindy.org.

Donor Relations Coordinator, 
Office of Stewardship and Development

Job Summary
The Special Event Coordinator is responsible for planning and executing 
archdiocesan events that reflect the mission and values of the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis. This role ensures events align with organizational goals, approved 
budgets, and compliance standards. Events range from pilgrimages and donor 
gatherings to employee functions and clergy celebrations.

Key Responsibilities
• Develop and manage event plans, timelines, and budgets.
• Coordinate logistics including venue selection, catering, permits, contracts, 
rentals, parking, signage, tech support, and security.
• Process payments, track sponsorships, and manage financial reporting.

Qualifications
• Bachelor’s degree in event management, hospitality, or related field.
• 3–5 years of experience in event coordination preferred.
• Strong organizational, communication, and interpersonal skills.

To Apply: Send a cover letter and resume to Jolinda Moore, Executive Director 
of Stewardship and Development, at jmoore@archindy.org.

Special Events Coordinator,  
United Catholic Appeal

Employment

Classified 
Directory 
For advertising rates call  
(317) 236-1585.

Construction

I grew up in a large family. It was 
Mom and Dad and 10 of us kids.

When I was little, it seemed like 
every other year or so, my siblings and 

I would get new 
bikes for Christmas. 
Perhaps, in and of 
itself, that was not 
so unusual. What 
was unusual (and 
inspiring) is what I 
learned about how it 
happened after I was 
an adult.

Dad was a city 
firefighter and worked a second job 
on his day off. Mom was an amazing 
homemaker, in the very best sense of 
that word. While we never seemed to 
want for anything, I’m sure for them, 
money was tight.

At a family gathering one day, 
we were talking about how special 
Christmas was to us as children. We 
mentioned the new bikes every other 
year and my Dad laughed and said, 

“You didn’t get new bikes every other 
year; you got new tires and painted 
bikes every other year!”

Sure enough, Dad would take our 
bikes out of the garage every other 
November, load them into the station 
wagon, take them to the firehouse, strip 
off the old paint, put on a new coat, slap 
on some fresh tires, and under the tree 
they would go for Christmas.

Stories like that are part of the legacy 
of love and stewardship my parents, 
John and Rosie Clegg, shared with my 
siblings and me throughout our lives.

And so, when Mom and Dad died 61 
days apart in 2005, we naturally wanted 
to honor them. We did so by creating the 
John, Rosie and Zac Clegg Scholarship 
at their home parish, St. Therese of the 
Infant Jesus (Little Flower) Parish in 
Indianapolis, for a student heading to 
Father Thomas Scecina Memorial High 
School, also in Indianapolis. (Zac was 
my nephew, who died in 2011; we added 
his name to the scholarship at that time.)

In our Catholic faith, the month of 

November is set aside to honor all those 
who have gone before us “marked with 
the signs of faith.” Often times, as our 
family did, we want to honor those who 
touched our lives in a special way. Our 
family, knowing how important Catholic 
education was to our parents chose the 
scholarship fund, but there are many 
other ways you can choose to do this. 
Here are a few.

At the time of the death of a loved 
one, consider making memorial gifts to 
the parish or Catholic charity that they 
supported in their lifetime. As a pastor, 
I know how much receiving such gifts 
help us honor the legacy of a loved one.

If your loved one is buried in a 
Catholic cemetery, make a gift to that 
cemetery’s endowment for its future 
upkeep.

One can easily establish an 
endowment fund or support an existing 
endowment fund through the Catholic 
Community Foundation (CCF) for a 
lasting legacy. My parish has funds 
set up for our parish, our Catholic 

school and our parish cemetery. I love 
endowment funds because they are a gift 
that keeps on giving for generations to 
come.

Finally, I invite you to consider 
making a gift this month to any Catholic 
charity (parish, school, social service 
agency, mission) that your loved one 
supported or whose mission matched 
their lives on Earth.

Even though my parents have been 
gone for 20 years now, I know that the 
legacy they created is a lasting one as 
my siblings and I continue to live the 
stewardship lessons they taught us.

(Father Thomas Clegg is pastor of  
St. John Paul II Parish in Sellersburg. 
Tax or legal information provided herein 
is not intended as tax or legal advice. 
Always consult with your legal, tax or 
financial advisors before implementing 
any gift plan. For more information on 
the Catholic Community Foundation, 
visit www.archindy.org/CCF, e-mail ccf 
@archindy.org, or call 317-236-1482.) †

Endowments allow for a family’s legacy to provide for generations to come
Investing with Faith/Fr. Thomas Clegg

WASHINGTON (OSV News)—The 
U.S. Catholic bishops on Nov. 19 called 
on the faithful to observe a nationwide 
prayer vigil on Jan. 22-23 “to pray 
for an end to abortion and a greater 
respect for all human life in post-Roe 
America.”

“Together, we must pray to change 
hearts and build a culture of life as we 
advocate for the most vulnerable,” said 
Bishop Daniel E. Thomas of Toledo, 
Ohio, chairman of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee 
on Pro-Life Activities.

“I look forward to opening our Vigil 
with Holy Mass together with many 
other bishops, hundreds of priests, 
consecrated religious, seminarians, and 
many thousands of pilgrims,” he said in a 
statement.

The National Prayer Vigil for Life is 
hosted each January in Washington by 

the USCCB’s Secretariat for Pro-Life 
Activities, the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and 
The Catholic University of America’s 
Office of Campus Ministry.

This year, the opening of the National 
Prayer Vigil for Life will take place  
on Jan. 22, the anniversary date of the  
Roe v. Wade decision that legalized 
abortion nationwide in 1973.

In 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court 
issued its decision Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, which 
overturned Roe v. Wade and returned 
abortion policy to the states. Some states 
have increased access to abortion, and 
others are working to ensure stronger 
policies to protect preborn children and 
their mothers.

The national vigil’s opening Mass will 
take place at 5 p.m. ET in the basilica’s 
Great Upper Church, with Bishop 

Thomas as the principal celebrant and 
homilist.

Following the Mass, a National Holy 
Hour for Life will take place in the 
Crypt Church on the basilica’s lower 
levels, which will include recitation of 
the rosary and Benediction. The vigil 
concludes with a closing Mass on Jan. 23  
in the Great Upper Church at 8 a.m., 

which will be celebrated by Cardinal 
Seán P. O’Malley, retired archbishop of 
Boston.

EWTN will provide live television 
broadcasts of the opening Mass on Jan. 22 
and the closing Mass on Jan. 23, and  
both Masses also can be viewed via 
livestream on the basilica’s website at 
www.nationalshrine.org/mass. †

Catholics urged to build culture of life, pray for end to abortion during vigil



Visit retiredreligious.org/2025photos to meet the religious pictured.
©2025 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC • All rights reserved • Photo: Jim Judkis 

Please donate at your local parish,  
December 13–14, or by mail at:
Archdiocese of Indianapolis    
Mission Office
1400 North Meridian Street              
Indianapolis IN 46202
Make check payable to Mission Office  
with Religious Retirement on the memo line.

retiredreligious.org

Retirement Fund  
for Religious
Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

Our senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests need your help. 
Decades of caring for others with little 
or no pay have left many communities 
without sufficient retirement savings. 
Over 20,500 elderly religious depend on 
the Retirement Fund for Religious for 
health care, medication, and daily living 
expenses. Your gift helps ensure they 
receive the care they deserve. Please give 
back to those who have given a lifetime.
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Parishes throughout the archdiocese have scheduled 
communal penance services for Advent. The following 
is a list of services that have been reported to  
The Criterion.

Batesville Deanery
Dec. 2, 7 p.m. at St. Mary, Greensburg
Dec. 3, 6-8 p.m. at St. Maurice, Napoleon
Dec. 5, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. at All Saints Parish, St. Martin 

Campus, Dearborn County
Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul, 
    Shelby County
Dec. 11, 6:30-8 p.m. at Immaculate Conception, 

Millhousen
Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m. at Holy Family, Oldenburg
Dec. 12, 6-7 p.m. at St. John the Baptist, Osgood
Dec. 16, 6:30 p.m. at St. Catherine of Siena,  

St. John the Evangelist Campus, Decatur County
Dec. 18, 7 p.m. at St. Louis, Batesville
Dec. 19, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. at St. Mary of the Immaculate 

Conception, Aurora
Dec. 19, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. at St. Joseph, Shelbyville

Recurring opportunities for reconciliation in the 
Batesville Deanery are as follows: 

Wednesdays 5-6 p.m. and Saturdays 4-5 p.m. at  
St. Charles Borromeo, Milan

Saturdays after 8:30 a.m. Mass at  
St. Nicholas, Ripley County

Bloomington Deanery
Dec. 10, 6-9 p.m. for St. Charles Borromeo, St. John the 

Apostle and St. Paul Catholic Center, Bloomington, 
at St. Paul Catholic Center

Dec. 16, 7-9 p.m. for St. Vincent de Paul, Bedford, and 
St. Mary, Mitchell, at St. Vincent de Paul 

Dec. 17, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at St. Jude the Apostle, Spencer
Dec. 18, 6 p.m. at St. Martin of Tours, Martinsville
Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m. at St. Agnes, Nashville 

Connersville Deanery 
Dec. 4, 6 p.m. at St. Mary, Rushville
Dec. 9, 9 a.m.-noon at St. Anne, Newcastle
Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m. at St. Gabriel, Connersville

Dec. 19, 5:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,  
Holy Family Campus, Richmond

Indianapolis East Deanery
Dec. 16, 6:30 p.m. at Holy Spirit Parish

Indianapolis North Deanery
Dec. 14, 2 p.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Dec. 15, 7 p.m. at Christ the King
Dec. 16, 7 p.m. at St. Pius X

Indianapolis South Deanery 
Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m. for Holy Name of Jesus, Beech Grove, 

and Good Shepherd, Indianapolis, at Holy Name of Jesus
Dec. 10, 7 p.m. for St. Jude, Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ and St. Mark the Evangelist at St. Jude
Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m. at St. Ann
Dec. 17, 6 p.m. at St. Barnabas
Dec. 18, 9 a.m.-9 p.m., 12 Hours of Grace at Our Lady 

of the Greenwood, Greenwood
Dec. 20, 8:30 a.m. at SS. Francis and Clare of Assisi, 

Greenwood

Indianapolis West Deanery
Dec. 4, 7 p.m. for St. Anthony, St. Gabriel the 

Archangel, St. Michael the Archangel and  
St. Monica at St. Anthony

Dec. 17, 6:30 p.m. at St. Malachy, Brownsburg 

New Albany Deanery
Dec. 2, 6:30 p.m. for St. Michael, Bradford, and  

St. Bernard, Frenchtown, at St. Michael, Bradford
Dec. 4, 7 p.m. at St. Mary, Lanesville
Dec. 6, 11 a.m. at St. Mary, New Albany
Dec. 9, 7 p.m. at St. Michael, Charlestown
Dec. 10, 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  

New Albany
Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m. at St. John Paul II, Sellersburg 
Dec. 15, 7 p.m. for St. Mary, Navilleton; St. Joseph, 

Corydon; and St. John the Baptist, Starlight, at  
St. Mary, Navilleton

Dec. 17, 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary-of-the-Knobs, Floyd County
Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier, Henryville
Dec. 18, 7 p.m. at St. Anthony of Padua, Clarksville

Seymour Deanery
Dec. 3, 7 p.m. at St. Bartholomew, Columbus
Dec. 9, 7 p.m. at Holy Trinity, Edinburgh
Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m. at St. Rose of Lima, Franklin
Dec. 17, 7 p.m. for St. Ambrose, Seymour; American 

Martyrs, Scottsburg; and St. Patrick, Salem, at  
St. Ambrose

Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m. for Prince of Peace, Madison, and 
Most Sorrowful Mother of God, Vevay, at Prince of 
Peace

Tell City Deanery 
Dec. 14, 2 p.m. CT at St. Augustine, Leopold
Dec. 17, 6:30 p.m. CT at St. Boniface, Fulda

Terre Haute Deanery
Dec. 11, 9 a.m.-9 p.m., 12 Hours of Grace at  

St. Margaret Mary, Terre Haute
Dec. 16, 4:30 p.m. at Annunciation, Brazil
Dec. 18, 5:30 p.m. at St. Paul the Apostle, Greencastle †

Advent penance services are scheduled at archdiocesan parishes

The Advent wreath is a symbol of spiritual preparation for 
Christmas. Purple is the color of penitence and humility.  
(OSV News photo/Bob Roller)
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