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Indiana Since 1960   

  

  

      By Peter Agostinelli 

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis will 

honor six leaders in the Indianapolis 

community at the “Celebrating Catholic 

School Values” dinner and awards cele- 

bration Jan, 17 at the Indiana Roof 

Ballroom in Indianapolis. 

Dr. William J. Bennett will serve as 

keynote speaker at the event, Bennett 

was secretary of education and director- 

of the Office of National Drug Control 

Policy under Presidents Ronald Reagan 

and George Bush, respectively, and 
author of the best-selling “The Book of 
Virtues.” He is currently a distinguished 
fellow in cultural policy studies at the 
Heritage Foundation and co-director of 
the organization Empower America. 

Five of the honorees, who are 
Catholic school graduates, will receive 

1996 Career Achievement Awards. The 
sixth individual will receive the 
Community Service Award. 

The five honorees for Career 
Achievement Awards are: 
* Pamela Fanning Carter, Indiana's 

first African-American attorney general 

and first female attorney general. 

« Patrick J. Fisher, a nationally known 
and respected attorney and arbitrator, 

* William K. McGowan Jr., president 
and chief executive officer of The 
Indianapolis Convention and Visitors’ 
Association and The Indianapolis 

Project, Inc. 
* William Sylvester, a former teacher, 

coach, and athletic director at Scecina 

Memorial and Cathedral high schools and 

‘at Butler University. 

* Philip J. Wilhelm, president of 
Southeastern Supply Co., Inc., and vice 

president of F, A. Wilhelm Construction 

Co., Inc. 
The sixth honoree is J. Patrick 

Rooney, chairman of the board of 
Golden Rule Insurance Company, 
Rooney will receive the Community 
Service Award for his support of school 
choice for children and school projects 
that benefit the community. 

In addition to recognizing six people 

for their contributions to the communi- 
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ty, “Celebrating Catholic School 
Values” will provide funds for tuition 

grants that help students attend one of 

six Indianapolis Catholic high schools, 

More than 100 Indianapolis-area busi- 
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Halloran is appointed director of 

stewardship and development 
Michael F. Halloran has been appointed 

executive director of the Office of 
Stewardship and Development for the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 
Halloran, who has been director of 

stewardship since November 1994, will 

coordinate all stewardship and develop- 

ment activities including the parish stew- 
ardship program, the United Catholic 

Appeal, planned giving and endowment 

development programs, and various arch- 

diocesan-sponsored development activities 

in support of Catholic education and 

Catholic Social Services. 
Announcement of the appointment was 

made by Dan Conway, head of the Secre- 

tariat for Planning, Communications and 

Development. He said that Halloran will 
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be primarily responsible for encouraging 

major gifts to support the annual, capital 
and endowment needs of the church in 

central and southern Indiana. He will be 

assisted by Lisa Susemichel, associate 

director of stewardship and development. 
Conway also said that a three-person 

team is being appointed as staff to the 

Catholic Community Foundation (CCF) in 

the acquisition, management and invest- 

ment of endowment funds, The team 

includes; Sandra M. Behringer, director of 

gift planning, who will continue to help 

parishes, schools and other organizations 

acquire endowment funds through planned 

giving; Pamelia Storms-Barrett, director of 

administration for planning, communica- 

tions and development, who will handle 

the administrative details of endowment 

dccounts; and Scott W, DeNardin, arch- 
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Susan Folkman, who received. 
the Spirit of Indy Award from 
Marilyn Quayle and 

Archbishop Buechlein, has been 

impacting people’ lives. 
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diocesan controller, who will work with 
CCF board members and financial man- 

agers to coordinate the investment and 

reporting of endowment funds for CCF 
account holders. 

Conway said that the team concept is 

a way of responding to growth needs 

without adding new staff members. “In 

spite of the fact that we are experiencing 

remarkable growth in all our stewardship 
and development programs,” he said, 
“we're working hard to keep our staff at 

its current level.” 
ee 
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Seeking the Face of the Lord 

We must 

$ you read this I am directing a 
retreat for the bishops of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Ajssissippi and Louisiana. 

Directing retreats is hard work, but I look 
forward to it because it will be like “old 
home week" in the region where I served 
as Bishop of Memphis. Directing a retreat 
also means one makes the retreat and the 
beginning of a new year of grace is timely. 

I write in advance of the retreat and 
what comes to mind with the beginning 
of the new year is the crucial virtue of 
generosity. Generosity is, of course, one 
of the major strands of the golden thread 
of charity. Last week I noted that humil- 
ity and charity are the foundation virtues 
from which all others flow. I pointed to 
St. Joseph as a premiere model for us. 

I think it is up to us whether or not 
1996 is a good year. Virtue makes it 
good, It occurs to me that we don’t hear 
much about virtue and trying to live 
life of virtue day in and day out. If our 
hearts and minds are to be open to * 
God's 1996 grace for us, living the 
virtue of humility and charity make it 
possible to accept the gift. “It is in giv- 
ing that we receive.” Maybe ‘another y 
analogy for generosity would be to say 
that it is like the glove on the hands of 
humble charity. ) 

St. Joseph's hands had to be acc 
tomed to hard work! We know that he is 
known for his work because his foster 
son is sometimes called “the carpenter's 
son” in the Bible, I suggest that St. 
Joseph, humble and loving husband and 
foster father, is also the model of gen- 
erosity. He spent himself in hard work 
for the mother of God and his foster son 
Jesus. What else is generosity but the 
willingness to spend one’s very self? 
These days we speak of giving our time, 
talent and treasure for others. 
Stewardship is a contemporary expres- 
sion for charity, the flowering of gen- 
erosity, the willingness to spend one’s 
very self. 

It isn’t easy to live a generous life, 
Since the fall of our first parents, it isn’t 
part of our instinct to want to spend our- 
selves for others. By inclination we 
want to spend for ourselves (if we spend 
at all), we want to protect ourselves and 
what is ours. The virtue of generosity 
depends on our willingness to be 
detached from excessive self-interest. 
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cultivate the virtue 
of generosity 

A generous person decides to live 
for God and for others. the secret of 
fidelity in marriage in good times and 
in bad, the secret of good parenting is 
detachment from excessive self-inter- 
est. All of us know mothers and 
fathers of large and poor families who 
spend their lives for their children and 
who work hard without complaining 
to “bring up” their family in a cheerful 
way. There is an added blessing: their 
children lear to love, to serve and to 
work. They learn from their parents 
how to be generous, 

Yet, as in the case of St. Joseph, the 
virtue of generosity is not the sole pre- 
rogative of those who are married par- 
ents of large families, Those of us who 
are called to religious celibacy or the 
single way of life face the same chal- 
lenge. A friend of mine says that 
cheerful generosity is the key to fideli- 
ty and happiness in the priesthood. 
Cultivating and protecting a generous 
spirit is the antidote to loneliness. The 
same is true for spouses and parents 
whether of large or small families, 

It is also true that of itself, pover- 
ty of néed is 'ndt a'virtue; The pover- 
ty Jesus calls blessed is the 
detachnignt from things. and from ae 
excessive preoccupation with one's 
own needs. (Maybe I should add that 
“workaholism” or other unhealthy 
denials of personal needs are not the 
stuff of a generous spirit either 
because their roots are idolatrous.) 
All of us are capable of living like 
generous parents because real pover- 
ty consists of healthy detachment, 
trust in God and the willingness to 
share one’s blessings and the fruit of 
hard work. 

In his second letter to the Corin- 
thians, St, Paul said, “I know how to 
have to do without, and how to 
abound, I have learned the secret of 
facing plenty and hunger, abundance 
and want” (8:9), The secret of charity, 
the secret of generosity comes down to 
a fundamental choice: we either 
choose God or we choose things. We 
either choose God or we choose idols. 
And so the First Commandment: “I am 
the Lord your God, You shall not have 
strange gods before me.” The chal- 
lenge is simple, the decision is hard. 
Let us pray.   
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Countries must protect 
migrants, pope says 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Migrants are 
‘obliged to obey the laws of any country they 
enter, but those countries also have an oblig- 
ation to respect and protect the human rights 
‘of anyone who comes to their borders, Pope 
Jobn Paul II said. 

‘The fact of people fleeing their homes 
because of violence, politics or economics is 
“one of the most remarkable phenomena of 
‘our times,” the pope said Jan. 6 after reciting 
the midday Angelus prayer with visitors in 
St. Peter's Square. 

“It is a phenomenon which often cre- 
ates problems for societies, and for that 
reason, I renew my appeal to govern- 
ments that they always confront immi- 
gration with full respect for human 
rights,” the pope said. 

Editorial Commentary/John FE Fink, Editor, The Criterion 

Parents’ role in their 

children’s sex education 
The Vatican has reacted against our 

sex-saturated society and the harm it is 
doing to our children. But what it pro- 
poses to do about the problem can be 
only part of the solution. 

The lead article in last week's 
Criterion reported that the Pontifical 
Council for the Family called on parents 
to take the primary role in their chil- 
dren's sex education, It's up to them, a 
new document said, to protect their chil- 
dren in today’s “sick civilization” from 
mistaken attitudes about abortion, con- 
traception, premarital sex, homosexuali- 
ty and masturbation. 

It’s not news that the church empha- 
sizes the parents’ responsibility for the 
sex education of their children. That has 
always been the church's position. The 
difference now is Simply that the 
Vatican recognizes how difficult that 
job is in today’s world when the pre- 
dominant culture presents a picture the 
opposite of traditional Christian teach- 

ings about sex. 
Where in modern society do we get 

any idea that Sexual activity is supposed 
to be reserved for married couples? 
Today it is often taken for granted that 
dating will include sexual activity. It's 
considered a novel idea that teens 
should actually abstain from sex, 

The Vatican's two top officials in 
the Pontifical Council for the Family, 
wrote an article for the Vatican news- 
paper that appeared as the new docu- 
ment was released, In that article, 
Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, and 
Bishop Elio Sgreccia, wrote that mod 
ern society has become so “erotici 
so permissive and so sexually irfespon- 
sible that it simply gannot be trusted 

¢ eWith.our children’s'sexual education   

sex through suggestive TV shows and 
videos, erotic telephone services and 
sex-based advertising, they wrote. 

However, the emphasis on the role of 
parents in this matter can't be the full, 
answer. What do we do when the par- 
ents have false ideas about sex, or when 
they have no values to pass on to their 
children? They're not going to tell their 
children that sexual activity outside of 
marriage is wrong if they themselves are 
having sex outside of marriage. 
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We now have children learning about ¢ 

Polls consistently show that many 
Catholic parents don’t agree with the 
church's teachings about sex. How can 
they be expected to teach correct sexual 
values to their children? 

The challenge must still be to the 

church, It must get its teachings about 
sex across to all its members—parents, 
other adults, youth and children, The 
chastity program being presented by the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis in its _ 
schools is an important part of this edu- 
cational program. 

All that the new document says 
about the sickness of our society is 
true, and it’s surely important that par- 
ents do their best to counteract the 
incorrect values of our society. But 
relying only on parents would mean, in 
too many cases, simply continuing a 
set of false attitudes from one genera- 
tion to the next. 

SCHOOLS 
continued from page 1 

nesses, organizations, and individuals 
have contributed to this tuition fund, 
Results from these contributions will be 
announced at a news conference before 
the dinner and awards celebration, 

S. Michael Hudson, president of 
Allison Engine Co., is steering commit- 
tee chairman for the event, 

Daniel J. Elsener, secretary for total 

Catholic education for the archdiocese, 
said that “Celebrating Catholic School 
Values” represents a strong partnership 

rchdjogese and the local 

i d civic communis, 
arena line Hag shila 

nga ifference’. program 
for centercity elementary schools, will 
help provide permanent need-based 
tuition assistance for families who oth- 
erwise cannot afford to send their chil- 
dren to a Catholic high school. 

Catholic schools in the Indianapolis... . 
area provide education for more than 
14,000 students in kindergarten through 
grade 12. This includes 34 parish-sup- 
ported Catholic elementary schools, four 
parish-supported Catholic high schools, 
and two Catholic high schools that are... . 
privately owned and operated. 

   

      

Indiana K of C supports bishops’ 
principles for welfare reform 
  

By John F. Fink 

The Indiana State Council of the 
Knights of Columbus has called for wel- 
fare reform “that will strengthen families, 
promote employment, reduce child pover- 
ty and reduce teen pregnancy without 
hurting children or encouraging abortion,” 

In a statement issued by the council, the 
K of C said that it supports the principles 
of the Indiana Catholic Conference out- 
lined in a statement titled “Indiana Public 
Policy and the Critical Needs of Low- 
Income Persons.” The council said that it 
supports efforts that: 

* "Seek to help people leave behind 
not just the welfare roles but also to 
leave behind poverty with all its tragic 
conditions; 

*"Help families move from welfare to 
work without losing health coverage, sat- 
isfactory day care, and an income essential 
for their well-being, including the federal 
IMPACT program; 

* “Reward work by letting AFDC 
recipients retain a larger share of their 
income and exclude educational loans, 
grants, and scholarships from countable 
unearned income; 

* “Offer AFDC recipients education and » 
job training that lead to real jobs; 

1 

+ “Assist unmarried, pregnant women 
with alternatives to abortion; 

«Include very strong child support 
enforcement. No one should help conceive 
a child and then walk away from the 
responsibility of supporting that child; 

* “Affirm and reward the values of 
strong, intact families and basic morality 
for all people.” wi 

‘The statement says thatthe, Knights’ 
support of these efforts comes from their 
“tradition of allegiance to the church and 
the pope and our history of charitable con- 
cern and action,” It says that the shaping 
of welfare reform should come from a set 
of moral principles: 

* "The first and most basic principle is 
that true reform must always respect the 
dignity and inviolability of all human life 
from conception to natural death, 

* “Also, public and private institutions 
and individuals have a duty to promote 
the well-being of all persons, particular- 
ly the poor. 

“True reform must address both the 
rights and responsibilities of individuals 
and institutions. 

¢*The measure of welfare reform 
stiould be how it will promote meaningful 
work while enhancing the lives of children 
and their families.”
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People who live their faith 

Susan Folkma 
By Millie Harmon 

Children give parents many gifts. 
Leslie Folkman, born with “William's 
syndrome,” a birth disorder, gave his 
mother, Susan Folkman of Columbus, the 
gift of compassion. 

“Les has made it clear to me what it 
is that I am supposed to believe in,” said 
Folkman, one of Catholic Social 
Service’s 1995 Spirit of Indy Award 
winners and a member of St. 
Bartholomew Parish’ in Columbus. 

“Les has broadened my perspective of 
people,” said Folkman, “Everyone is 
important in his or her own right, not 
because of status or wealth.” 

William's syndrome affects major body 
systems such as the heart or kidneys, and 
varies in retardation. 

Her son's special needs have never kept 
her from helping others. 

“T believe in volunteerism,” said 
Folkman. “You are not just a volunteer, 
but the backbone of any organization. One 
person cannot do it alone.” 

Helping others has been a lifelong 
game for this Cincinnati native who 
came with husband, Gary, and daughter, 
Lisa Folkman Teague, to Columbus 
more than 25 years ago. 

From hospital employment to working 
for Chapter 1, an educational children's 
program, Folkman knew she always want- 
ed to be involved with people. 

“I wanted a job where I felt I could 
make some type of a difference,” she said. 

This philosophy influenced her to 
volunteer. 

Top on her list is St, Bartholomew's 

Community Concerns Ministry. 
Folkman is chairwoman of this ministry 
which “umbrellas” different areas of the 
parish and local community involved in 
helping others. Among these are Pro- ©* ” 
life, Project Self Sufficiency and 
Sunday Hot Meal. 

“If people feel there is a need, they 
come to our group and we discern how we 
might help best,” explained Folkman. 
“We may volunteer our physical presence 
and financial or emotional support, to 
people who ask for assistance,” 

Folkman has also been very involved in 
Ecumenical Assembly, serving as its pres- 
ident for two years, The Assembly, which 
celebrated its 25th anniversary a few years 
ago, is an organization of area churches 
which helps the needy. 

For instance, when Columbus’ only 
homeless shelter was in danger of clos- 
ing two years ago, the Ecumenical 
Assembly pledged $16,000 to keep it 
open. With other support from the com- - 
munity, public and private, the facility, 
which is owned by St. Bartholmew 
Parish, was renamed Horizon House, 
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Susan Folkman, left, poses with her family during the Catholic Social Services dinner at which she 
received a Spirit of Indy Award. Others are her husband Gary, a hospital pastoral care coordinator; 
son-in-law Shane Teague, a special education teacher; daughter Lisa Folkman Teague, former 

youth minister; and son Les. 

refurbished and kept open, Today itis a 
success story for many families who are 
given a chance to begin again. 

Folkman sits on the board of 
Homeless Coalition, which meets four 
times a year and deals with shelter 
problems. Its most active subcommit- 
tee was a task force for Horizon 
House. Folkman served on this com- 
mittee which visited other homeless 
shelters to see how they were staffed 
and supported, 

Although she had to quit the com- 
munity-run soup kitchen due to her 
work schedule, Folkman regularly vol- 
unteers at Sunday Hot Meal, sponsored 
by St. Bartholomew. 

Folkman was one of the original 

members of “Friends of Haiti,” a group 
of parishioners which spearheaded the 
“twinning” of a Haitian parish with St. 
Bartholomew to offer financial and spir- 
itual support, 

“They've given us so much more 
because of their spirituality and joy in cel- 
ebration,” said Folkman of St. Anne 
Parish in Limonade, Haiti. 

The Association for Retarded Citizens, 
which makes sure homes for clients are 
well-monitored, also benefits from 
Folkman's presence. 

Last year Folkman received a bache- 
lor'’s degree in psychology with a minor in 
sociology from Indiana University Purdue 
University in Columbus. 

She is a case manager for The Area 

n has been impacting people's lives 
XI Agency on Aging, which helps peo- 
ple of all ages remain independent as 
long as possible. 

“We may help to arrange house clean- 
ing, minor repairs, home meals,” she said. 
“We look for informal support in family, 
friends and church; we look to the com- 
munity for resources,” 

Folkman has collected donations for 
many worthy causes; worked in soup 
kitchens; walked a thousand walks for 
“Crop,” pro-life and the mentally dis- 
abled; and taught religious education 
even when her children were no longer 
involved in its programs. Yet her reac- 
tion to being told she won the presti- 
gious Spirit of Indy Award was: 
“Wow!” 

Her second impulse was thinking of 
“the others who deserved this so much 
more than I.” 

She said, “I accepted (the award) for 
myself and all the volunteers who are 
not recognized,” 

Folkman definitely appreciates hon- 
ors, but counts the recognition received 
by people whose lives she has touched 
as extra special. 

One incident stands out. A young 
man whom she had taught in religious 
education said that she and her husband 
were the reasons for this faith develop- 
ment. 

“It's scary, but it makes me realize 
that, through God, you can impact peo- 
ple’s lives by what you say and do, 
Even if you challenge them and they 
don’t want to hear you.” 

Maybe that’s why, in her acceptance 
speech, Folkman quoted from the Book of 
Wisdom and explained to the people gath- 
ered in her honor, “It was the Spirit of 
God in me that made me have this bum- 
ing desire to do these things.” 

Carmelite ministries evolve from prayer 
By Mary Ana Wyand 

Inside the beautiful castle-like Monas- 
tery of the Resurrrection on Cold Spring 
Road in Indianapolis, the Discalced Car- 
melite sisters go about their daily minis- 
tries of prayer, baking altar breads, and 
publishing religious books. 

Snowdrifts on the monastery’s stone 
turrets form a timeless picture-postcard 
scene quite unlike a contemporary bakery, 
bookstore or international publishing 
house, yet the cloistered Carmelites’ home 
functions quite efficiently as the site of 
each of these enterprises. ’ 

“Our primary ministry is prayer,” 
Carmelite Sister Teresa Boersig said, “and 
our other ministries have grown out of 
that. We do receive a number of prayer re- 
quests, and we welcome . We also 
produce books and bake altar breads, The 
eucharist is a liturgy of the word and of the 
bread, and it is exciting that both of those 
also are our ministries.” 

Sister Teresa is the managing editor for 
Carmel's publishing department, and in 
this role supervises the writing, editing, 
typesetting, design and production of reli- 
gious books which are printed by an Indi- 
anapolis company or another publisher. 

“We feel like our prayer is eucharistic in 
* the development of books and in the bak- 

ing of the breads,” Sister Teresa said, “so 
we can share both word and bread with 
others, which is symbolic of sharing our 
lives with others. Our ministries are a joy 
to our community, and provide opportuni- 
ties for the whole community to par- 
ticipate in many different ways.” 

The Carmelite sisters would like more 
people to know about their religious 
books, Sister Teresa said, and are eager to 
promote them. For information about 
prayer and reflection books for sale by 
Carmel of Indianapolis, telephone the 

“ monastery at 317-926-5654. 
Sister Teresa said two of the sisters’ lat- 

est books—"Hidden Friends; Growing in 
Prayer” and “The Woman's Prayer Com- 
panion: Praying Life Events and Celebrat- 
ing Women of Inspiration”"—are 
well-suited for Catholics who want to en- 
rich their prayer life. 

“Hidden Friends: Growing in Prayer” 
features reflections written by Carmelite 
Sisters Ruth Ann Boyle, Teresa Boersig, 
Rosemary Crump, Joanne Dewald, Eliza- 
beth Meluch, and Selena Kilmoyer. Sister 
Selena also contributed illustrations for the 
reflections, which were paired with ex- 
cerpts from the writings of saints, 

“These reflections have grown out of 
the prayers of the sisters,” Sister Teresa 
said, “They are the fruit of the sisters’ 
prayers, It’s a book of contemplation, and 
one that will hopefully induce someone to 
reflect or to pray.” 

In the foreword, Carmelite Sister Jean 
Alice McGoff, prioress, notes that, “‘Spiri- 
tuality becomes real as our relationship with 
the Divine shapes our choices, attitudes, self- 
image, world view and relationships. In 
Carmel we live with the articulated spiritual- 
ity of our saints, seeing more deeply into our 
everyday experience in the light of theirs. 
‘This book of art and reflection is the fruit of 
this process, It comes from our inner world 
and is offered to yours.” 

Published by Sheed & Ward in Kansas 
City, “Hidden Friends: Growing in 
Prayer” is available for $9.95 from the 
Carmelite monastery. 

One reflection, entitled “God Hears My 
Heart,” was inspired by John of the Cross, 
who wrote, “Let us speak to the heart 
words bathed in sweetness and love that 
do indeed please you (God) . . ,” 

In response, a Carmelite nun penned 
this poem:, 

“My God hears my heart 
Its formless tears 
Its silent longings 
Its scarred memories. 
My God hears and heals my heart 

and 
sends out feelings of love and gratitude 
and 
touchings of compassion. 
My God hears my heart 
and teaches it to laugh.” 

The sisters do “share their hearts” in this 
collection of essays and poems, Sister 
Teresa said. “This was a rather personal 
book since it did come out of the sisters’ 
reflections. We did have a lot of people 
who helped us with the book. We asked 
Father Larry Voelker, pastor of Holy 
Name Parish in Beech Grove, to read it 
beforehand and make suggestions. We're 
also grateful to other friends who helped 
us with the book.” 

Women's fidelity to prayer inspired 
another Carmel book written in breviary 
form, Sister Teresa said, “The Woman's 
Prayer Companion: Praying Life Events 
and Celebrating Women of Inspiration” 
features inclusive language. 

“We feel that is an important justice 
issue today,” Sister Teresa said. “The 
sisters are interested in encouraging 
prayer, and in order to do that we have 
been working with the prayers we pray 
and some of our prayer materials. We 
wrote it and did all of the typesetting 
and production except for the actual 
printing. We had it printed locally, and 
we distribute it here at the monastery,” 

Divided into sections inspired by life 
passages and diverse situations, Sister 
Teresa said "The Woman's Prayer Com- 
panion” addresses feminine spirituality in 
nurturing and healing ways. 

“It's a women’s book,” Sister Teresa 
said, “but it’s also suitable for people 
who minister to women. The sisters havi 
written all the non-Scripture parts, It 
sells for $13.95, and has been very well 
received, We have 15,000 copies in 
print, and have sold copies in Australia 
and other English-speaking places 
throughout the world.”  
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From the Editor/Jolin f Vink 

Ee beginning of a new year 
seems like a good time (o take 

inventory. I thought, therefore, 

that I'd try to evaluate the state of 

religion in the United States dur- 

ing this first month of 1996. 

At first glance, things don't look too good, Who 

could have imagined, just a generation ago, that we 

would be seeing on television and in movies the sex 

and violence we now see regularly? Religion is being 

driven more and more out of public life—in schools, in 

public meetings, wherever’ Abortion is legal and there 

is a lot of sentiment in favor of legalizing euthanasia, 

It would appear that our society is more secularized 

today than ever before in our history, 

Even among American Catholics, fewer than half 

now attend religious services regularly. It’s been clear 

for a long time that most of them ignore some teach- 

ings of the church, such as the prohibition against 

contraception. American Catholics are now infamous 

for being “cafeteria Catholics,” choosing their beliefs 

from the list of the church's teachings, Few Catholics 

have a good knowledge of the history of the Catholic 

Church or understand why the church teaches what it 

does. Vast numbers have stopped going to the sacra- 

ment of penance and reconciliation. 

  

On the other hand, religion in America appears to 

be in better shape than it is in most other Western 

nations. More people attend church services on any 

particular Sunday than attend a whole season of pro- 

fessional sports events. Surveys consistently show that 

95 percent or so of Americans believe in God, that 80 

percent profess Christianity, and that most believe in 

heaven, hell, the devil, even the virgin birth of Christ. 

Among Catholics, many more are now actively 

participating in the activities of their parish churches 

* than used to be the case. This is true not only in the 

Mass, which involves more congregational response, 

but in parish governance and on numerous committees. 

The charismatic renewal, Cursillo, Renew, and small 

faith-sharing-groups have all grown during recent 

years and have influenced Amer{gan Catholics. And 

even if only 40 percent of Cathol\cs attend Mass every 

Sunday, that percentage is still higher than any other 

Western country except Ireland. 

One of the distinguishing features of Americans has 

always been our individualism. This carries over to our   

What is the state of religion 

at the start of 1996? 

  

religion in that we emphasize personal voluntary faith, 

Our faith is our personal responsibility. In most 

European countries, one grows up in a particular faith 

(Catholic in Ireland, Italy, Spain, France} Anglican in 

England and Northern Ireland; Lutheran in Sweden, 

Norway and part of Germany, etc.). The faith is simply 

part of one’s culture no matter how devout the person 

might, or might not, be, We know, for example, that 

the Croats are Catholic, the Serbs are Orthodox and the 

Bosnians are Muslims but too often their religion does- 

n't seem to have much effect on their behavior, 

In the United States, our faith is considered private. 

Unfortunately, in too many cases, this means simply 

that religion, like anything else in our culture, must sat- 

isfy “me.” Personal fulfillment is the ultimate goal 

rather than serving God, This can lead to putting per- 

sonal preferences ahead of church authority, which is 

what “cafeteria Catholics” do. 

the secularized society, religious groups do 

have influence in this year of 1996, At the moment it 

appears that conversative religious organizations are more: 

powerful among the general public than are liberal reli- 

gious organizations. The Christian Coalition, with its 

Catholic Alliance, has a similar, though not identical, 

agenda as the Catholic Campaign for America. 

This is partly a reflection of the mood of the country 

at the present time and partly a reaction to the liberal 

policies of the present executive branch of the govern- 

ment on social-religious issues such as abortion and 

other family issues, The U,S, bishops, though, keep 

reminding us of the church's stance on justice issues, 

too, They disagree with the Christian Coalition, for 

example, on welfare issues. 

Although most of the members of the conservative 

religious organizations are firmly in the Republican > + 

Party, surveys show that most Catholics are not. They 

simply do not yote ap a bloc, Since.no political party: «ir 

reflects Catholic teachings as a whole, some Catholics, 

give more emphasis to the social issues while others 

give more emphasis to the justice issues, 

‘As we move into 1996, it seems safe to say that pub- 

lic religion is faring badly but personal religion is pros- 

pering, at least to some extent. Often that personal 

religion is too superficial and religion has a hard time 

competing with the medium that most influences 

‘Americans—television. But Americans remain reli- 

gious people. It’s part of our culture.   
  

A View from the Center/Dan Conway 

Researchers theorize on why Catholics give less 
In my last column, I summarized the findings of 

Mary Beth Celio, director of research for the 

. Archdiocese of Seattle. Celio 

recently published a paper examin- 

ing 15 studies on Catholic giving 

that have been conducted in the past 

10 years. Her conclusion? Catholics 

give less than Protestants do, but no 

one really knows why. 
Now, two Protestant researchers, 

John and Sylvia Ronsvalle of Empty 

Tomb, Inc., Champaign, Ill., have a the- 

ory about why Catholics give less than 

Protestants. The Ronsvalle’s theory is that when church lead- 

ers view stewardship as “paying the institution's bills” 

(instead of giving back to God a generous portion of their 

time, talent and treasuife), church members will give just 

‘enough to meet the day-to-day needs of the church. Since 

Catholic parishes are organized more efficiently than 

Protestant congregations due to efficiencies of scale and 

lower clergy compensation, Catholics don’t have to give as 

much as Protestants to cover the bare minimum expenses. 

According to “The State of Church Giving through 

1993,” which was published last month, as part of their 

continuing study of church giving patterns the Ronsvalles 

constructed “a model that looked at clergy compensation 

levels, the parishioner-to-clergy compensation levels, the 

parishioner-to-clergy ratio, and also the higher number of 

worship services per building conducted in Catholic 

churches compared to Protestant churches.” When these 

three factors are taken into consideration, the Ronsvalle’s 

report says, “the adjusted level of Catholic giving [to the 

church] was much closer to that of two large ProteStant 

denominations, the Southern Baptist Convention arith the 

United Methodist Church.” 

  
   

Of course, this is small consolation. To say that 

Catholics cover their bare-minimum expenses as well as 

Protestants does not really address fundamental questions 

of stewardship; Is it enough for us simply to pay our 

bills? Don't we have a responsibility as stewards of the 

many gifts and talents God has given us to share these 

generously with others? What about the long-standing 

Catholic tradition of charitable giving? 

John and Sylvia Ronsyalle would be among the first to 

agree that a minimalist approach to stewardship is woe- 

fully inadequate. In fact, they frequently say that all 

Christian denominations today must work hard to change 

the attitudes of their leaders (and, through them, their + 

members) from stewardship as “paying bills” to steward- 

ship as a way of life (“a spiritual discipline"). Until this 

kind of conversion of mind and heart takes place, the 

Ronsvalles say, it doesn’t matter who gives more or less 

because the net result is the same: “bill paying” as 

opposed to generous sharing. 

The Ronsvalles’ study looks at the state of church giving 

through 1993. That's the year the U.S, bishops published 

their pastoral letter, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” 

which attempts to provide Catholics with a much broader 

understanding of the theology and practice of stewardship 

than either “giving to the church” or “paying the institution's 

bills.” It’s not likely that a document like the stewardship 

pastoral could change attitudes on giving habits in just two 

years, but in the years ahead it will be very interesting to see 

whether new attitudes develop (and whether these translate 

into increased giving). 
There's no question that the minimalist approach to 

giving stifles the spirit of generous sharing that is at the 

heart of our Catholic tradition. In fact, to approach stew- 

ardship as merely “paying the bills” goes against the 

long-standing Catholic tradition of charity and almsgiy- 

  

    
The Bottom Line/Antoinette Bosco 

‘I was poor and 

you fed me’ 
So many images come to mind as I look back over 

1995. One that plagues me is being in New York and 

seeing homeless people hunching up against buildings, 

trying to keep from freezing. 
p ‘The sad truth is, they are invisi- 

ble. Most of us don’t see them at all, 

or at least don’t want to see them, 

just as most of us don’t want to see 

people who are on welfare. 

Most of us would rather catego- 

rize homeless people as self-made 

victims leeching off taxpayers than 

give them the benefit of the doubt. 

4 Perhaps they just had some terribly 

= bad breaks in life. 

Two recent stories touched me, One was about a new pro- 

gram in Illinois called the Welfare Truth Squad, Members are 

people who are or have been on welfare. They present their 

life stories to any community groups willing to listen. The 

idea: to let the record speak. It showed that these people were 

not welfare cheats or lazy. These were people trapped in 

poverty, and they are not unemployed by choice. Going on 

the dole was a last resort. 
‘The other story told how terribly poor so many of 

America’s children have become, Of 18 industrialized 

nations studied by the Luxembourg Income Study, only 

Israel and Iceland had a greater income gap between rich 

and poor children than the United States. 

Income inequality has zoomed in the United States 

since the 1970s. Income, which rose astronomically for a 

small percentage of Americans, remained stagnant for 

most people, On top of this, America has far fewer social 

programs than the other 17 countries studied. 

With numbers escalating, poor children are left with 

crumbs when it comes to health care and nutrition. Will 

they be able to break the cycle of poverty when they 

grow up? Or will their poor start in life doom them to 

become welfare recipients? 

Who cares about the poor? Sometimes I think very few 

care. We prefer to stereotype the poor as a drain on us. 

One reason is that many of us are almost poor our- 

selves, barely able to make ends meet. We hurt when more 

money goes to taxes, and so we look for scapegoats on 

whom To vent our anger. For a long time the scapegoat has 

been the welfare recipient. 

Lam grateful that, as a nation, we care enough for our 

people to have a welfare system. It should not be maligned 

as a system that rewards lazy cheats. 

If [could have one wish come true during 1996, it 

would be that we all remember a line from the Old Testa- 

ment where the Lord:says, “Do not harden your hearts.” I 

would wish that all of us might soften our hearts and find 

compassion for all, especially the poor, by remembering 

what Jesus said; “I was hungry and you fed me." 

© 1996 by Catholic News Service 

    

  

  

ing, As the “Catechism of the Catholic Church” teaches 

(cf, No, 2447), generous sharing of our time, talent and 

material possessions is an expression of love (caritas), It 

is also an expression of justice, “When we attend to the 

needs of those in want,” St. Gregory the Great taught, 

“we give them what is theirs, not ours. More than per- 

forming works of mercy, we are paying a debt of justice.” 

‘There's no question that today’s Catholic parishes, 

schools and social service agencies have lots of bills to 

pay in order to carry out their apostolic missions, But as 

long as we approach stewardship simply as “paying the 

church's bills,” our response to requests for giving will be 

the bare minimum. It's time for a new understanding of 

some very old Catholic practices—charity and almsgiving 

as expressions of justice and love. 
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Put faith in God 
instead of government 

Rather than call upon our government to 

care for the poor, I pray that Christians and 
others will instead turn to God for the 
answer to this and other problems. 

1 am not smart enough to know how to 

solve even the small problems faced by the 

people of our country, but I think that is -° 

exactly the point. As humans, we are lost 

in the wilderness without God. We may 

not be able to go back to the days when 

churches care for all the needy but we only 

have to look at the results of the welfare 

state in ‘our country and others around the 

world to understand that this has not 

worked, it will not work, and has not been 
in accordance with God's plan. 

I don’t know how we can solve the 

problem of poverty or any of the other 

problems we face, but I can tell you that 

there is no doubt in my mind that, if we all 

turn to God with our prayers and our 

efforts, he will have mercy on all of us and 

he will not let us fail. 
I don't believe that doing God's will is 

always easy. If it were easy, then everyone 

would do it. As Christians, shouldn't we 

set an example by putting our faith in God 

instead of in a government which has 

failed? 
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he 

who comes to me shall not hunger, and he 

who believes in me shall never thirst” (Jn 

6:35). In our country we not only have 

hunger and poverty in the material sense 

but also hunger and poverty in the spiritual 

sense, which is far worse, Only the word 

of God can end spiritual hunger and pover- 

ty and only people of faith can carry the 

message. God calls on us to care for those 

in need, I pray that we will answer the call, 

Haskell E. Peddicord 
Columbus 

Editorials neglect 
spiritual poverty 

On Noy. 17 and again on Dec. 1, The 
Criterion featured'edjtorials calling for 

greater economic justice in America. The 

editorials stated that government has the 

responsibility to ensure more equality of 

outcome in the economic arena. This is a 

socialistic dictum and one totally at odds 

with our free-enterprise system. However, 
this battle will be fought in the political 
arena by the present politial parties, and, 
of course, the people. 

My disappointment is with the editori- 

al content which constantly stesses the 

material side of life while neglecting the 

spiritual poverty which is the source of 

most of our social ills. Today's total dis- 

regard for God's laws is bearing the 

fruits of sorrow, disenchantment, and 

hopelessness. The violation of the Ten 
Commandments and the endorsement of 
these violations by legislation, judicial 
fiat, and executive order have brought 
about: the right of abortion (Thou shalt * 
not kill); the equality of the homosexual 
pele ae norm; coveting thy ~ 

neigh! is (transfer of money © 
from one group of people to another); 
adultery and illegitimagy (subsidized by 
welfare); the omission of God from all 
government affairs, o 

How then can we call on this govern- 
ment, the source of these devastating pro- 
grams, to ensure economic justice? How 
can you ask a government that has sapped 
the character and will of a large number of 
its citizens to continue its misguided stew- 
ardship? How can we keep elevating a sec- 
ular humanist government to the role of 
father to the exclusion of God the Father? 
Are we no longer taught to rely on God, to 

worship him, to bend to his will and serve 

in his cause? Wasn't this the highest aspi- 

ration? Or has it been replaced by money, 

jobs, health care, housing and all the other 

worldly desires? Have we succumbed to 

the world? 
Of course there must be charity and 

the helping of those in need. Of course 

we need to help the disabled. Of course 

we need to train people to take care of 

their vital needs, But what is more vital 

than training in God's word? The 

spreading of God's word can be man’s 

way out of poverty, of ignorance, of 

drug abuse, violence, adultery, teen-age 
pregnancy and all other forms of 
destructive behavior. The hopelessness 

ot life without God turns man into a 

beast; the conversion to his way ensures 
that justice will prevail, 

Let the church, then, redouble, triple, or 
quadruple its effort on behalf of the poor. 

Let's re-energize our faith and take over 

the role, as much as possible, of the 
leviathan we call government. All the dic- 

tates of our Lord Jesus Christ to help the 

least of his, should be accepted by us per- 

sonally, so that we can truly say we follow 

in Peter's foodsteps.   
   

Your Dec. 15 editorial commentary 

referring to cuts in federal programs is a 

lot of hogwash. The Republican budget 

only reduces increases from projections 

which are always increases from the pre- 

vious year, 
The 1996 fiscal budget is approxi- 

mately $1,550 trillion. The expected fis- 

cal budget the Republicans project in the 

year 2002 is $1,860 trillion, an increase 

of $310 billion. If that is cutting, I'll eat 

your hat. 
The Republican budget, in fact, 

allows a $224-billion welfare package to 
grow by 4 1/2 percent per year, So 
Sharon Daily of Catholic Charities is 

way off base in projecting a doubling in 

demand for Catholic Charities agencies. 

Charles A. Pechette 
Indianapolis 

The housing problems 
of poor families 

Containing costs and balancing the 
budget is the current rhetoric from 
Washington, While balancing the federal 

budget is a laudable goal, it is also 

important to understand the impact of 

withholding assistance to poor people as 

well as understand that focusing solely 

‘on cuts to social service programs is not 

going to solve our nation’s budget prob- 

lems. 
The Congress and the president have 

cloaked their actions in preserving 
resources for the future generation. “If 
costs are not contained now,” they claim, 
“future generations will bear a tremendous 

burden.” Economists on both sides of the 

political aisle debate the actual impact of 
these actions on daily news and talk 
shows. 

Right now, today, the future generation 
is already bearing an unjust burden. A 
study recently released by the Washington, 
D.C.-based Low Income Housing 
Information Service entitled “Housing 

America’s Future: Children at Risk” finds 
that nearly 87 percent of poor families, 

» more than 127,6'million households with 

children, currently experience at least one 
major housing problem. 

These problems—cost burdens, inade- 

quate plumbing, deficiencies in heat and 
electricity, overcrowding, lead paint 

hazards and, in the most drastic circum- 

stances, homelessness—are beyond the 

comprehension of many Americans, But 

these conditions are a day-to-day reality 

for millions of American families. To a 
greater extent than all of the physical 
problems is the problem of affordability. 

‘These families worry, daily, about 

scrimping together the money to pay 

rents that eat up more than half of these 

monthly incomes, and in many cases, 70 

or 80 percent. 1 

The vast majority of these families 
receive no subsidies from government, 
or anywhere else, to assist with housing 

costs. They work every day, just like the 

rest of us, to care for their families. 
What are the repercussions? The chil- 
dren of these households, our future, 
suffer. Food, clothing and adequate 

health care become secondary to paying 

housing costs, If they live in older hous- 
ing they may experience developmental 

and learning disorders from lead poison- 

ing. They may spend their early years— 
the most important developmentally— 
living in homeless shelters. 

What does this mean for the state of 
Indiana? More than 173,400 Hoosier 

households with children experience one 
or more housing problems; 88 percent of 
poor households with children live with 

these conditions on a daily basis. These 

numbers include female-single-parent 
households, of which 36 percent are 
poor and 50 percent experience housing 
problems. Again, the vast majority of 
these families are renters and are forced 

to use most of their meager incomes to 

pay for housing. 
In Indiana, there are 141,500 house- 

holds with children that experience cost 
burdens. Of that number, 53 percent are 
renters, This means that they are forced to 
pay more than 30 percent of their monthly 
earnings for housing. 

Cutting federal programs has a cost and 

it’s not just a little discomfort from tight- 
ening our belts or eliminating government 

waste. Children are our future. We have a 

choice. Do we provide a safe, affordable 

environment for them to develop into pro- 

ductive citizens or do they become just 

another forgotten statistic as we celebrate 

our good fortune? 

Mark St. John; Executive Director 
Indiana Coalition on Housing and 

Homeless Issues 
Indianapolis 

Significance of 
gestures and postures 

Thad an interesting conversation today 
with a friend, an elderly woman who is 
Methodist, She was telling me about her 

brother, also a Methodist whose wife is 

Roman Catholic. 
After many, many years of marriage, 

each worshiping separately in their own 

parishes) he decided to begin attending 

Mass with his wife (“to prove that he 

was no fairy tale”) at her parish here in 

Indianapolis. After attending for several 

months, he told his sister that he had 

Light One Candle/ Fr. John Catoir 

discovered in the Mass a special rever- 

ence for God that he'd not experienced 

in other Christian forms of worship, and 

this special experience was rooted in 
kneeling during the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Only in the Mass, he'd said, did he have 

an opportunity to get down on his knees 
with other Christians and worship the 
Lord. 

‘This made me think of the trend in some 

parishes to stand during the Eucharistic 

Prayer. Oh yes, I've heard all the explana- 
tions, how we stand for the National 
Anthem, to give the Pledge of Allegiance, 
out of respect for dignitaries, etc. After 

hearing this woman's story of her broth- 

er’s experience, I suddenly realized how 

illogical and unpersuasive those explana- 

tions are. 
We stand to give respect to ideals and 

institutions that are, despite their nobili- 
ty, essentially human in nature. We 
kneel on occasions when we worship 

God, saying with a physical posture that 

we submit ourselves before his divine 
mercy and loye. 

Let's not gloss over the significance of 
our gestures and postures associated with 
our Catholic worship. I think Catholic 
liturgy today is too associated with trendi- 
ness. Sometimes it takes an “outsider” to 
remind us of the value of our traditions. 

Kneeling really is the most appropriate 

form of posture during the prayers of con- 
secration during the liturgy. 

Michael Perigo 
Indianapolis 

The Criterion welcomes letters from its readers. 
Its policy is that readers will be free to express 
their opinions on a wide range of issues of con- 
cern to readers as long as those opifiions are rele-* 
vant, well-expressed, temperate in tone, reflect 

basic sense of courtesy towards others and a will- 
ingness to hear the viewpoints of others, and 
within space limitations. 

Letters must be signed and contain the writer's 
full ‘address, although his/her name may be with- 

held for a good reason. The editor reserves the 
right to select the letters to be published and will 
resist demands that letters be published, Letters 

from frequent contributors will not be used. The 

editor may also edit letters for length, grammar 

and style, 
Letters for publication should be sent to The 

Criterion, P.O, Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind 

46206, 

  

How to discern your vocation 
‘This is a time for welcoming Christ into 

your daily life. 
In Pierre de 

Caussade's book, 
“Abandonment to 
Divine Providence,” 
he writes, “Fidelity to 
the duty of the present 
moment is the key to 
sanctity.” He encour- 
‘ages us to live in the 
here and now, trusting 

the past to God's mercy and the future to 

God's loving care; in other words, trusting 

his “Divine Providence.” Such fidelity is 

not only the key to sanctity, it is the key to 
discerning God's will for you in your 
choice of a vocation. 

It's never too late to become the person 

you want to be. Many of us grapple with 

fears and doubts about ourselves, We're 

afraid of risking everything for God. 
We're afraid of walking on water. 

Suppose you were to eliminate all 

your fears and doubts, Where would you 

like to be 10 years from now? Where 

could you do the most good? On the 

deepest level of your being, what would 
really make you happy? 

Follow your heart, and you'll find your 

true vocation. St, Francis of Assisi once 

faced a vocational crisis, His father was a 

greedy merchant with definite pans for 

him. Francis didn't want to work in his 

father's business, he wanted to serve God 

in some way. 

When his father objected, saying, “You 

‘owe me everything, every stitch of cloth- 
ing on your back,” Francis stripped him- 

self naked. He gave his clothes back to his 
father with these words: “Until now I 

   
have called you father here on earth, but 

now I can say without reservation, ‘Our 

Father who art in heaven,’ since I now 

place all my hope in Him.” Francis simply 
wanted to sing God's praises and live a 

life of poverty. He knew he would find his 

happiness by living the Gospel according 
to his own lights. And so he did. 

Blessed Julian of Norwich had a differ- 

ent insight. She said that it doesn’t matter 

what you do in life, as long as you learn to 

live joyfully because of the knowledge of 

God's love. Julian put the emphasis on 

one's inner purpose, rather than on one's 
external action. Not a bad idea. 

St. Augustine made it even simpler: He 

said, “Love God and do as you i 
‘Augustine gave us a lot of rope, but he knew 

what he was saying. Anyone who truly 

loves God will struggle to do his will. In 

fact, living in harmony with God's will is 
the blueprint for peace and happiness. 

God calls everyone to holiness though 

he leads us along different paths. St. 

Anthony of Egypt decided to be a hermit. 

Centuries later St. Thomas More chose 

the legal profession, first becoming a 
statesman and then a martyr. 

Whatever path you follow in life, use 

your gifts and talents well and try to be 
faithful to the duties of the present 

moment. Even in the smallest action you 

can offer yourself in an act of pure love. 

Jesus Christ came as a light in the dark~ 
ness, You too are called to be a light, a 
light that shines for all to see. You too can 

become a carrier of God's truth and love. 

(For a free copy of the Christopher 

News Note “Let Go. ., Let God in Your 

Life,” write to The Christophers, 12 E. 
48th St,, New York, NY 10017.)
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Cornucopla/Cynthia Dewes 

There she is, my childhood friend of more 

years than I care to count, She's wearing a 

7 vr “Merry Christmas” 

a sweatshirt, posed with 

friend's seven grandchildren, most of 

who are cute clones of their grandma's 

sons. The picture delights because it 

illuminates so well family affection, the 

‘one arm around her continuity of human life and the emo- 

black lab, Both of them tional interplay of generations. 

are smiling. In another Christmas card we receive 

It's a great picture 
because it says it 
all about my friend. 
She's an animal 
lover who is proba- 

— bly happier with 
Butch than with most human beings, 

including her five dysfurctional grown 

children and her deceased husband. 
She's also a beautiful women whose 

hair went gray at age 25. At present she's 

still beautiful as a blonde; but then, at our 
age, almost everyone is. 

A second Christmas greeting bears 

the photograph of another widowed 

the latest school photographs of two 

teenagers who lived next door for years, 

even from before they were born, As we 

look at these kids, suddenly grown so 

big, we remember May baskets of wild 

flowers hung secretly on our front door, 

and invitations to Grandparents’ Day at 

their school. The enrichment of extend- 

ed family makes us grateful that we are 

indeed one family in God. 
There are many photos of great- 

nieces and nephews, and children and 
grandchildren of friends in our 

Christmas basket. Often dressed in cos- 
tumes from the Halloween just past, 
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As a symbol of the spirit of giving Sacred Heart School in Terre Haute students collected 

‘ems for Birthright. Rebecca and Rachel Bluatt present thelr donations 

      

to the “empty crib.   
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Photo greetings spark memories 
they grin happily out at us as cows and 

M&Ms, tiny Power Rangers and fairy 

princesses, reminding us of good times 
past with our own kids. 

In another Christmas picture, a dear 
friend who died when we were both 
young mothers gazes back at me from 

the face of her daughter. Now a young 

mother herself, the daughter sits with 

her beloved little boy, stirring memories 
of swapped babysitting and recipe 
exchanges and long conversations over 

coffee with someone whose loving sup- 

port I still miss. 
One greeting contains the photograph 

ofa little girl whose mother was deceived 

by a handsome stranger and left alone 
with a baby. The child is beautiful. 

Watching her progress through the annual 

Christmas picture, and realizing it paral- 

“Check Ie QuesssS NS | 
The Indianapolis Chapter of Pastoral 

Musicians will host its ninth annual 
“B,Y.0.G” (Bring Your Own Group) 

night at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 19, at St. Mark 

Church, U.S. South 31 at Edgewood Ave. 

For registration and dinner information 

call Paula Slinger by Jan. 15 at 317-895- 

8914. 

    

    

Egg sculptures and wood crafts creat- 

ed by Benedictine Father Stephen Snoich 
will be on exhibit Jan. 2-30 at the 
Archabbey Library at St. Meinrad. 

Library exhibit hours are Mon.-Fri, 8:30- 

11:30 a.m. EST, and Mon.-Sun. 1-4:30 

p.m. and 7:30-9 p.m. EST, The exhibit is 

free to the public. Father Stephen's sculp- 

tured eggs may be purchased after the 

hibit, and he may be commissioned for 

tom sculptured eggs. For more infor- 

mation call 812-357-6585. 

“Jonathan Jennings, the First 
Governor: His Life, Times and 
Significance,” is the first of six topics of 

the Indiana Heritage Lecture Series at 

Marian College in Indianapolis, Jan. 25. 

Brent Smith Ph. D., Marian College 

Administrator and early Indiana history 

specialist will speak. Upcoming topics 
and dates are “Moving the State: A 
Look at the Importance of Canal and 

Railroad Transportation,” Feb. 1, 

“Indiana and the Civil War: Morton a 

Patriot in a Copperhead State,” Feb. 8, 

“Indiana's First Bishops: Roberts 

(Methodist), Brute (Catholic), and 

Kemper (Episcopal),” Feb. 15, “Public 
Safety: The Indianapolis Police 
Department in the Hudnut and 
Goldsmith years, 1976-1996,” Feb. 22, 

and “Indianapolis Neighborhoods: 
Identification and Development,” Feb. 
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lels that of her mom, is a pleasure we look 

forward to every year. s 
We view another kind of progress in 

a Christmas picture of an cighty-seven- 

yonr-old aunt. Now the matriarch of the 

family, blind and diabetic, she still man- 

ages a dignified smile as she poses in 

her best outfit and freshly-permed hair. 

One friend's Christmas card is always 

a cheerful surprise. This year it’s his 

photograph of Cumberland Beach, Ga., 

scene of the hiking guide he's currently 

writing. 
Although he's a retired college his- 

tory professor and a pretty good pho- 

tographer, this fellow is not much on 

spelling and grammar and his prose is 

purple. Never the less, his enthusiasm 
for the beauties of hiking in remote 

natural places carries tis with him to 

new adventures through his anual 
greeting. pins 

At Christmas we see the faces of 

those we've loved, and continue to love, 

throughout a lifetime. If eyes are the 

windows of the soul, photographs must 
be the doors to shared memory. 

   ae 

  

29. The cost for the series is $90 for 
single, and $165 per couple. 

Registration and payment must be 

received by Jan. 15. For more informa- 

tion call 317-929-0354. 

The department of Theater and Speech 
Communications at Marian College in 
Indianapolis will be holding auditions for 

male singing and acting roles in its pro- 

duction of “Cabaret” from 7-9 p.m. Jan. 

15-16, Men between ages 20 and 60 with 

singing ranges tenor and baritone-bass are 

needed. The dates of the production are: 
Feb. 29 and Mar, 1-3. For more informa- 
tion call 317-929-0292. 

As part of its centennial celebration, the 
Mount St. Francis Friary and Retreat 

Ceriter in southern Indiana will host a 

Scriptiire drama presented by Mark 

Pedro, at 2 p.m. Jan, 21, Pedro has 
worked with the Living Word outdoor 

drama, a semi-professional passion play in 

Ohio and has produced several biblical 

productions. The presentation, which is 

dramatized in authentic biblical costume, 
will be taken from the Gospel of Matthew, 

Chapter 5, 6, and 7. The program is free to 

the public, Mount St. Francis is located at 

the junction of Old Highway 150 and 
Paoli Pike in Floyds Knobs. 

St. Vincent-Community Stress Care 

Centers in Indianapolis are offering a free 

four-part community education series on 

“Children/Teens.” Remaining dates are: 

Jan. 16, 23 and 30. The programs are 

scheduled between 7:30-9 p.m. and are 

held in the Stress Care Center at St. 

Vincent Auditorium, 8401 Harcourt Road. 

Registration is recommended. For more 

information call 317-338-2273. 

  

Norman Fish of Bainbridge was among 

a group of men who participated in the 

annual Glenmary Home Missioner’s 

Winter Volunteer Program. B: at the 

Glenmary Farm in Vanceburg, Ky., the 

winter program gives participants the 

Opportunity to serve the disadvantaged and 

experience an active mission life by work- 

ing with the poor of Lewis County, Ky. 

Coming from 10 states and representing 

pordware aie. roe en vipede slaemgees ete ena 

AAA 
17 dioceses, the men performed home 

repairs and renovation, volunteered in the 

local health care facility, hosted activities 
for county youngsters, and worked with 

the emotionally challenged. Headquartered 

in Cincinnati, the Glemary Home 

Missioners, is a society of priests and 

brothers working to bring spiritual devel- 

‘opment and social justice to the people of 

rural America. 
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Ex-communists take the helm in Eastern Europe — 

Most governments dominated by ex-communists have 

treated Catholic demands coolly but carrectly 

  

By Jonathan Luxmoore, 
Catholic News Service 

WARSAW, Poland—When Russia's 
Communist Party won a 22 percent, plu- 

rality in December parliamentary elec- 

tions, it was the second electoral 
triumph in barely 9, mooth by former 
Soviet-bloc gommunists. 

It alga confirmed a trend that has put 
once-discredited Marxist functionaries 
back in power in a dozen countries. 

In Russia and also in Poland, where 
41-year-old ex-communist Aleksander 
Kwasniewski was narrowly elected presi- 

dent in November, Catholic leaders have 

reacted calmly, discouraging predictions 

of a quick return to anti-religious policies 
and church-state confrontation. 

“The Catholic Church isn't worried by 
the communist victory" in Russia, said 
Salesian Father Viktor Barcevic, chancel- 

lor of the Moscow-based apostolic admin- 
istration for European Russia. 

“Of course, we can't predict what 
will happen. But no one expects the sit- 
uation to worsen,” he said, 

Eastern Europe's ex-communists 
have professional and administrative 

skills at their disposal and have shown 
astuteness in understanding and har- 
nessing public hopes and fears, 

Their victories also indicate that 
office-holders from the communist era 
still maintain ties of Joyalty and share a 
strong interest in watering down the val- 
ues associated with the freedom strug- 

gles of the 1980s, 
But as the Russian and, Polish cases 

show, ex-communists do, ppt always fit 

left-wing labels, Though once, united by 
ideological allegiance, they, now differ) 
on many key issues, . | , 

While Russia's ex-communists haye, 
stressed continuity with the Soviet 
Communist Party, using similar 
emblems and slogans, Poland's. 
Democratic Left Alliance, known as 
SLD after its Polish i s, has tried to 
distance itself from the past. 

Whereas the Russians oppose radical 
reforms and distrust plans for integra- 
tion with the West, the Poles portray 
themselves as modernizers and 
Westernizers, 

Attitudes to religion have contrasted. 
sharply, too. 

The Russians have pledged to support 
the Orthodox Church, the country’s big- 
gest and historically most important, 
and have displayed pictures of Christ at 
their rallies, Poland's SLD has appealed 
to anti-Catholic feeling and used this as 
a source of unity among its 30-odd com- 
ponent groups. 

“The SLD has assumed the Polish 
Communist Party's mantle as an 
anti-clerical formation,” Cardinal Jozef 
Glemp of Warsaw said after the Polish 
election. “Indeed, enmity toward the 
Church is probably the strongest element 
of this inheritance.” 

But even in the practical conse- 
quences are uncertain, 

After being directly opposed by 
Catholic leaders, President Kwasniewski 
could feel the need to appease militant 
supporters by ing ahead with 
attempts to modify church-backed laws 
and impede Catholic influences. 

On the other hand, he could conclude 
that SLD backing is not so necessary 
now, and that peaceful church ties are 
essential for dispelling fears at home 
and abroad that his victory has endan- 
gered post-communist reforms. 

The result could be a stream of con- 
ciliatory words and gestures, combined 
with an unbending stance when it comes 
to practical issues, such as the future of 
Poland's unratified concordat with the 
Vatican and church rights under a future 

constitution, 
In several other countries, church-state 

  

   

relations have deteriorated visibly under 
ex-communist governments, 

‘The Bulgarian Socialist Party, largely 
composed of former communists, won 
125 of 240 parliamentary seats in a 
December 1994 ballot and strengthened 
its power in local elections Nov. 12. 

In August, officials of the Orthodox 
Church, Bulgaria's largest religious 
group, accused the government of 
“primitive attitudes” after it rejected 
plans to allow public school religion 
classes and chaplains for the armed 
forces and state institutions. 

In Slovenia, which split from the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, former communists 
occupy the posts of president, premier and 
parliamentary chairman. 

The Slovenian bishops have criticized 
government failure to restore commun- 
ist-confiscated church assets and to curb 
corruption. This is a kind of anti-church 
cultural revolution, said Catholic writer 
Justin Stanovnik. 

“Ex-communists seem intent on humili- 
ating the church by banishing it to the 
social margins, They see their political 
future as tied to a reduction inthe _ 
church's influence,” he said, 

However, most governments domi- 
nated by ex-communists have stressed a 
legal approach to church issues, treating 
Catholic demands coolly but correctly. 

In Hungary, where Premier Gyula 
Horn's Socialist Party won 209 out of 386 
seats in May 1994, church leaders esti- 
mate that budgetary and tax policies have 
reduced overall state subsidies to the 
church by 40 percent in a year, severely. 
hampering its pastoral mission, 

‘Howevex, Archbishop Istwan Szeregely 
of Eger, president of the: Hungarian bish- 
ops’ conference, said in September that 
once-denied religious freedoms were now 
“fully implemented.” 

In Romania, where President fon 
Iliescu, a former communist, has held 
power since 1990, priests are barred from 
practicing their ministries in schools and 
hospitals, and the government has refused 
to respond to legal demands for the return 
of Catholic properties. 

But in October, Romania became the 
first mostly Orthodox country to restore 
full-time military chaplains, 

In republics of the former Soviet 
Union, the return of ex-communists to 
power has also had mixed effects on the 

church, 
In Belarus, where President 

Aleksander Lukashenko has supported 
reintegration with Russia and publicly 
defended his “Soviet mentality,” there 
has been talk of state support for the 
Russian Orthodox Church and the curb- 

ing of Catholic rights, even to the extent 
of again outlawing the tiny Eastern-rite 
Catholic community, 

In Lithuania, a Democratic Labor 

Party made up of ex-communists won 
73 of 141 assembly seats in 1992 and 
saw its leader, Algirdas Brazauskas, a 
former Soviet Communist Party boss, 
elected president shortly afterward. 

In February 1995, Lithuania's bish- 
ops accused the government of impos- 
ing on the nation a pattern of social life 
that leaves no place for religion. 

.. But in September, the Lithuanian par- 
Tiament passed a bill regulating 
church-state relations after three years 
of work by a joint commission, 
Although several key issues remained 
unresolved, church officials welcomed 
the bill as a compromise solution. 

In general in Eastern Europe, 
ex-communist governments have 
avoided serious clashes and not 
attempted to pose obstacles to the 
church's existing work. 

Since the fall of communism, the 
record shows that self-styled liberal or 
nationalist governments can also prove 
hostile when they believe church 
demands impede their aims. This makes 

it unwise to prejudge any ruling group 
solely on the basis of past affiliations, 

In the Czech Republic, church rela- 
tions with Vaclay Klaus's liberal admin- 
istration plummeted in 1993 over 
government refusals to return commu- 

nist-seized lands and properties. The 
government is also planning to phase 
Out state subsidies that currently 
account for a third of Catholic Church 
income. 

In Bulgaria, most present government 
members either held positions under 
communism or were in opposition under 
later noncommunist governments. They 
see the absolute, uncorrupted authority 
represented by religious organizations 
as a danger to their power,” said Marin 
Zarbanov, a senior Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church official, 

But the church has faced restrictions 
and obstacles throughout the past five 

years, The same permanent resistance to 
church requests has been a feature of all 
governments,” be said. 

Some East Europeans say the term 

ex-communist” is confusing, Many 
prominent former dissidents were commu- 
nists at one time, So are many of the 
reformist politicians most favored by 
Western governments, such as Presidents - 
Boris Yeltsin of Russia and Michal Kovac 
of Slovakia, and all five heads of state in 
the former Yugoslavia, 

Most of them have abjured previous 
loyalties and publicly regretted 
communist-era injustices, Yet, some are 
popularly criticized as showing little 
ability to uphold their moral commit- 
ments once in office. 

Many political analysts believe it 
unwise to characterize election disputes 
like that of former President Lech 
Walesa and Kwasniewski in Poland in 
moral categories alone, or to portray 
them as dramatic conflicts between 
Christianity and atheism. 

The fate of local churches will more 
likely depend on a complex interplay of 
political cultures, public attitudes, 
democratic strengths and historical lega- 

cies, they say. 
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ANNOUNCING THE NEXT 

Senior Citizen’s Retirement and Financial Planning 
Info-Seminar 

No charge or obligation, just solid information that will help you choose 

the best financial road before and during retirement. 

THURSDAY, January 25, 1996 — 2:00 - 3:45 p.m. 
WARREN LIBRARY — 9701 E. 21st Street 

With Speaker: jim Sorg, Sorg/Ehrman & 

Guest Speaker: Mike Walters, USA Financial Marketing 

© Long Term Care Insurance - The ten most commonly asked questions. 

. How can you obtoin the best mileage from your company’s retirement plan assets? 

. How can you recelve nursing home benefits from the government without lasing your hard-earned assets? 

. How can you earn higher interest rates than on CDs and stop paying yearly taxes on the earnings? 

. How con you guarantee that your wishes and desires will be carried out should you become incapadtated? 

© How can you avoid probate and the related fees and expenses involved? 

© How can you make sure your savings are safe and secure? 

© How con you be sure your heirs receive your hard-earned estate, end not the IRS? 

© Do you have “lary” cash in on old life insurance policy? 

© How can you avoid being taxed on your hard-sarned Social Security Benefits? 

You will receive a 3-ring binder of information to take home. 
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Batesville Deanery 
  

Batesville area parishes 
collaborate in ministries 

By Margaret Nelson 

St. Nicholas Church in Sunman and St. 
Pius Mission in Ripley County are in the 
Batesville Deanery. They are two of the 
four parishes Monsignor Bernand R. 
Schmitz pastors, 

Last week, the other two were 
described: St. Anthony of Padua Church 
in Morris and St. Charles Borromeo 
Church in Milan, 

The four churches use a single Sunday 
bulletin that includes the Mass and com- 

», munion service 
T) schedules of each 

parish under a draw- 
ing of its patron saint, 

B There are seven 
weekend Masses in 
the four churches, 

‘The pastor's com- 
ments are featured in 
the bulletin. 
Appreciation is voiced 
for volunteer work 

Fr. William Engbers accomplished during 
the week. And details 

of upcoming spiritual, educational, and 
social programs are included under separate 
parish headings. In December, the names of 
more than 50 people from the four churches 
were listed as needing prayer. 

‘Though they have separate parish coun- 
cils, many of the ministries of the four 
churches are combined, like religious edu- 

cation and youth ministry. 
A “Welcome” packet is given to new 

faces in any of the four parishes, with the 
names and locations of the churches. The 
reverse asks; "How may we serve you?” 
with options to check off from visitors to 

those who are going to the hospital or 
have other prayer intentions. 

Msgr. Schmitz makes sure everyone 
knows that he couldn't do his work with- 
out the help of several retired priests, In 
fact, Father William Engbers lives at the 
Sunman rectory. 

St, Nicholas, Sunman 

People in Sunman are proud of St. Nicho- 
las School. “One thing is unique, they go to 
Mass every day.” said Joanna Kinker, direc- 
tor of religious education, who attended the 
school, “The public high school tells us they 
enjoy having our students. They say they 
can tell the difference.” 

Rita Grathwohl is the principal, She 
said the enrollment has grown from 98 to 
161 students since 1990, 

Kinker and Grathwohl work hand-in-hand 
‘on sacramental preparation, The principal 
works out the curriculum. Kinker teaches a 
religious education class in the school. Patty 
Fledderman, school secretary, takes care of 
catechism in the school. 

The parish offers a parents’ class for 
baptism, a CCD program for parish chil- 
dren who don't attend the school, and a 
separate program for high school students. 
‘There are 29 in the religious education 

for children in kindergarten 
through eighth grade; and 35 in the high 
school program. 

“Pretty much everyone gets some kind 
of religious education,” said Grathwohl. 

Mary Ann Hartman, parish secretary 
who keeps books for all four parishes, 
said that theré a lot of new families at 
St. Nicholas. “There is very much a gen- 
uine concern” that they be included in 
the religious education programs. She 
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and Kinker recently contacted all regis- 
tered parishioners—about 100 more 
than last year. They realize that the chil- 
dren depend on their parents for trans- 
portation. 

Kinker observed that it is unusual for a 
parish to offer religious education that is 
so closely tied to the school program. 
“Everything is equal for CCD and the 
grade school.” Father gave the same 
Christmas treats to the grade school chil- 
dren and to the CCD students, she said. 
“The CCD is always included in the 
parish Christmas program.” 

Religious education materials are shared 
at the sacramental preparation meetings, 
Grathwohl said. “We always have done this, 
We try to do everything together.” 

Youth retreats and conferences include 
young people from all four parishes. 

Some St. Anthony children also attend 
St. Nicholas School. “We have kids from 
seven different school districts, The 
kindergarten for the two parjshes is at 
Anthony¢" said the incipal: | 

© Av'adwaiith gto ren fural belting is, 
“Whenever we need something, people 
respond, This fall, it was so hot when 
school started that we asked for air condi- 
tioners, Within 48 hours we had air condi- 
tioners in every classroom,” Grathwohl 
said. “You can't believe it.” 

Hartman said, “The amount of voliin-~ 
teer hours is unreal.” Flatterderman 
added, “We put out a plea and they're 
here, Not only for the school, but the 
CCD." The school library below the 
parish office is staffed by volunteers. 

“The parish has a giving spirit of com- 
munity and faith,” said Grathwohl. “We 
try to meet the needs of all the kids. Some 
of the parents teach life skills. Some of 
the older kids help out with day care. It 
helps teach them responsibility.” 

A week before Christmas, Vince 
Gorman talked with Msgr. Schmitz about 
playing the guitar during the Christmas: 
Mass while his classmate Brandon 
Knueven would sing. 

“The parish Christmas program was 
fantastic Sunday,” said Hartman, 

Grathwohl said the children have a tra- 

cin the’ 

Staff members of St. 
Nicholas in Sunman Include 
(seated, from left) Joanna 
Kinker, director of religious 
education; Mary Ann Hart- 
man, parish secretary; 
(standing) Rita Grathwoht, 
school principal; and Patty 
Fledderman, school 
secretary. 

Photos by Margaret Nelson 

dition of combining charitable works with 
craft projects in the school, under the 
super: ‘sion of Kathy Bender. They've 
raised ioney on banners made in honor of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Good 
Shepherd, as well as a coffee table project, 
in recent years. 

Msgr. Schmitz’s goal is to have Mass 
two days a week at St. Nicholas, according 
to Grathwohl. And the children are pleased 
with their resident priest who's been there 
since November, 1990, retired Father 
William Engbers. 

“It's good to have the presence of a priest. 
He has neat homilies for the kids," she said. 
The children gather around him on the play- 
ground, “One kid called him Grandpa,” 
Grathwohl said with a smile, 

She said, “The public schools have real- 
ly helped us here, They help with busing; 
they give us advice; our kids are included 
in the hearing tests and speech therapy. 

“They never turn us down when we 
pecs help. p our students and our 

eta Sse sy 
} AThe school ciifetérid Hels Homemade soup 
and other special touches. In fact, the princi- 
pal said she found herself anxious to return 
to the lunchroom after a recent hospitaliza- 
tion. The chief cook, Viola Billman, said, “I 
like doing it!” Seventy-two students are 
served in shifts. “It’s like a big family,” said 
Grathwohl. St. Anthony staffers pick up the 
food there to serve the kindergartners. 

St. Nicholas works with the Sunman 
ministerial association on a food pantry 
and distribution of food baskets. On the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving every year, 
the group holds an ecumenical program at 
St, Nicholas Church. 

In its 160 years, St. Nicholas has had 40 
pastors in residence. Hartman has worked 
for four of them, The parish has an active 
women’s sodality. Many of the parish 
members volunteer on the life squad of the 
Sunman Fire Department, And parish- 
ioners are involved in the community ser- 

vice organizations. 
The staff has seen many changes in recent 

years. Though Sunman is not a predominant- 
ly Catholic population, itis changing. 

Fledderman said there are special reli- 

"Firat grade students at St. Wicholas School are learning.  
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gious education classes for those taking 
instructions. 

Grathwohl said, “We're seeing the effects 
of baby boomers coming back. All the new 
families are super assets to the parish.” 

“The (Sunday) 10:15 (a.m.) Mass is 
packed; 7 a.m. is even full,” said 
Fledderman. 

Hartman said, “Some people go from 
church to church because of their schedules. 
‘They can drop envelopes at any parish. 
Availability to people keeps the Mass atten- 
dance up and the collections up,” 

Parishioner Comelius “Corny” Eckstein 
volunteers his help with general parish 
maintenance, especially “the electrical end 
of it.” Dave Hountz does most of the 
mowing. Jim Fritsch said the men “can fix 
just about anything, and do anything 
around place, We don't do roofs.” 

But they do take care of extensive light- 
ing and window work in the church and 
school property. And last summer, they 
completed a second fire escape from the 
third floor of the school and an outside 
exit to the basément of the gym. All the 
materials were donated. 

Eckstein said, “It's natural when things 
need to be done, somebody should do it or 
get in somebody who can.” 

Larry Merkel, pastoral council chair- 
man, said most of the focus is toward the 
school, where tuition is freé. They still use 
the brick building built in 1895. A newer 
addition houses some of the classrooms 
and the cafeteria. 

Merkel said the parish is doing every- 
thing it can to maintain the school and 
enlarge the programs. As the school con- 
tinues to grow, the staff is trying to 
improve without putting too much burden 
on people of the parish, he said. 

‘There are several options that the 
finance committee and parish council are 

  

considering. “A lot of things are done 
through the skills of parishioners and a lot 
of volunteer time. 

Merkel said that roughly 850 people are 
involved. “The big,thing is being able to 
get support to do all these things.” 

The area is booming. “As we get bigger, 
the challenge is tougher,” said Grathwohl. 
Theré are many older, third and fourth 
feneration names in the parish. 

One archdiocesan priest, Father Francis 
Eckstein, grew up across the road from St. 
Nicholas, Msgr. Schmitz said. The pastor 
said that eight families from Offenburg, 
Germany, came and founded St. Nicholas 
parish back in the 1830s. 

“I think we have a wonderful spirit here,” 
said Msgr. Schmitz, “Everyone works to get 
involved. They maintain the property; they 
help at school, Everything and anything that 
needs to be done, they'll do it. They keep 
working; they know how to do a lot. I've 
never seen so much activity. 

“One hundred and twenty people 
responded on a Tuesday in August, 1990, 
to prepare a schoolroom when we asked 
for help,” said a happily-surprised Msgr. 

Schmitz. 

St. Pius; Ripley County 

Jon Tekulve sees the blessings of St. 
Pius as a “small country parish.” 
Founded in 1859, it has never had a resi- 
dent pastor. 

Today, the average Sunday Mass atten- 
dance is about 100. There weren't quite as 
many attending when the only liturgy was 
a Saturday night anticipation, but the last 
two years—with a 10:30 a.m, Mass—have 
brought a church that’s “about full,” 
according to parishioner Marcia Volz. 

“We offer the peace and quiet of the 
country,” said John Rennekamp. The 

church is on the intersection of two small, 
country roads, isolated from the highways. 
Just across the east-west lane on the north 
is the old church cemetery. 

But on the third Sunday of August, the 
church is the center of activity. That's 
when the annual church picnic takes place 
on the St. Pius grounds, a tradition 
Rennekamp said has been going on since 
the "30s. 

Active members all participate in the 
event. “We have enough people to help 
out, to get things going,” he said, “It's 
generally a public activity,” The parish 
raises about one-third of its income with 
the event. 

Rennekamp said that “past members of 
the church and people who have relatives” 
there lend a hand with the sizable project. 
And Tekulve said, “People from other 
parishes help, too,” 

    

      

The income is largely used for main- 
tenance of the church property, which 
also includes a hall for social and church 
dinners, 

It has long had a very active altar 
society. 

‘The rural parish has new houses being 
build within its boundaries, so some new 
members are being added, About 10 are 
enrolled in the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults program. 

Some people come to St. Pius from 
the new homes and some from parishes 
that don't offer Masses at a convenient 
time. 

“A few people come because it’s in the 
country,” said Rennekamp. 

A 1983 written history of this church 
that was founded in 1859 ends with the 
motto: “The great use of life is to spend it 
for something that outlasts it.” 

Photos by Margaret Nelson 

At left, Christ Child, held by the Blessed Mother, Is depicted with 
open arms in statue at St. Plus mission chureh. In photo above, 

7 St. Paul parishioners Jon Tekulve (from left), John Rennekamp, 
and administrator Msgr. Bernard Schmitz chat in the sanctuary of 

the Ripley County church. 
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Question Corner/ Fr John Dietzen 

Canon law specifies requirements for 
What are the requirements for a 

man to be ordained a priest? I 

know one in a neighboring diocese 

who has been in prison. Is ita matter 

of ordaining anyone who comes 

along? (Indiana) 

     

  

   

- 

The most elementary qualifica~ 
tions for ordination are that the 

person be a baptized man 
(Confirmation is necessary for the 

legality of ordination, but not for validity), be at least 25 

years old, and possess the proper faith, intentions, reputa- * 

tion, virtues, and physical and emotional qualities needed 

to fulfill that vocation. 
The other requirements are those one would expect: 

sufficient education, spiritual formation, and so on. (See 

Canons 1024-1032.) 

You are surely aware that many great saints lived a 

major part of their lives, and often died, in prison. 

Some of the great professions of Christian faith in our 

own times, which continue to inspire others decades later, 

were written in prisons and concentration camps. 

‘The document sometimes considered the most moving 

expression of American ideals of freedom and justice in 

this century was written by Dr, Martin Luther King Jr. in 

jail at Birmingham, Ala. 

Thousands of others, most of them “ordinary” priests, reli- 

gious and lay people, are in jail or prison today for only one 

reason, trying to live out, as their consciénce tells them, the 

Christian ideals of justice and faith and peace. 

Our Holy Father has spoken often of the heroism of such 

persons. In other words, being in prison can be today, as in 

most other eras of the church, a badge of Catholic honor, It is 

certainly in itself no obstacle to ordination. 

      

   

Our friends recently left their church. They were 

life-long faithful Episcopalians, Recently their whole 

congregation in Washington joined the Antiochean 

Orthodox Church. We hope they have not become part of 

a cult or strange sect. Is this a real church? (Illinois) 

AS you may know, there are many Orthodox church- 

es in the world, practically all of them with roots 

going back to the early centuries of Christianity. 

Generally, they agree much with each other and with our 

Roman Catholic faith, including common doctrines (the 

Nicene Creed, for example), sacraments, orders and basic 

elements of liturgy. The difference lies mainly in their 

acceptance of only the first seven ecumenical councils (up 

to the ninth century), and their reluctance to accept a sin- 

gle head of the universal church. 

The church your friends have joined is one of these, so 

clearly it is not a cult or sect, Historically, it is one of the 

Greek Orthodox jurisdictions, though its liturgical lan- 

guage is Syrian or Arabic rather than Greek. I suggest you 

ask your friends for more information about the church 

they joined. Nearly all Orthodox churches publish infor- 

mation explaining their beliefs and worship. 

casket of a military veteran. Our family was told it 

must be removed and the white cloth put on the casket be- 

fore it is brought to the altar. (New York) 

Ors question concems having the American flag ona 

uc American, or any other national, flag may be 

placed over the casket until the body enters the church. 

It could also be placed on the casket at the time of burial; 

when it is folded and presented to the surviving family. 

As you have noticed, this is common at Catholic funeral 

Masses. There is no provision in Catholic rituals for replac- 
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ordination 
ing the white pall (cloth) with a national flag during the litur- 

gy in church. When the white pall is placed over the casket, 

after the sprinkling of water at the beginning of the liturgy, it 

expresses the baptismal faith of the Christian who is being 

buried and the faith of those at the ceremony. 

‘As a Christian, and as a human being, the deceased per- 

son owed many loyalties: to God, to spouse and children, 

to others who had a right to depend on him or her for love 

and care, to job and profession, and of course a patriotic 

commitment to honor and preserve our country’s ideals of 

justice and freedom, One of the primary intentions of our 

‘Catholic funeral liturgy is to acknowledge and thank God 

for this particular Christian's faithful adherence to, all 

these commitments and loyalties. 

It is virtuous and sometimes heroic to serve one’s nation 

with a good conscience in whatever capacity, including mili- 

tary service, and we honor that patriotism by appropriate 

honors at the time of burial. If we understand the meaning of 

our Catholic liturgy, it would be inappropriate to single out 

that one aspect of Christian generosity as the primary sym- 

bolic focus of the funeral Mass and burial. 

In designing the funeral liturgy, the church attempts to 

honor and remind us of the ways the man or woman who 

has died lived a faithful life, and how we who survive 

must respond to our Lord's command to love God and 

neighbor. . 

(Send questions to Father John Dietzen, Holy Trinity 

Church, 704 N. Main St, Bloomington, Ill, 61701.) 

©1996 by Catholi¢ News Service 

Family Talk/Dr: James and Mary Kenny 

Sports teaches youth 

to work for success 
Dear Dr. Kenny: If a child's grades drop, should extra- 

curricular athletic activities be eliminated? Should parents 

use that as an ultimatum? (Indiana) 

     

      

   
   

  

    

  

Answer: No, no, no! There are three important reasons. 

_ © First, punishment is a relatively poor motivator of 

behavior, If it worked better, advertisers would use iL But 

when have you ever heard a punitive ad? Or when has a 

sales clerk tried to intimidate or threaten you? 

Punishment may be effective with smaller children 

where the parent can exert near-total control. The older the 

Child, the less successful is punishment of any kind. 

My experience as a psychologist and parent is rather clear. 

Cutting out sports is not usually effective in improving 

grades. It may work sometimes, but there are better ways. 

«A second reason is that success can be contagious. 

Children, and people of any age, who do well in one area 

are likely to do well in others. In doing well, they develop 

Self-confidence. That carries over in other areas of life, 

A child who slips academically may do well in sports.   The success in athletics may be used to encourage an 

  

            
improvement in grades. 

But if parents take athletics away, the child loses an 

alternate opportunity for achievement. Instead of having 

‘one area to build on, the child may perceive himself or 
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herself as a failure, 
* The third reason is that peer relations are a very 

important part of growing up, especially in adolescence. 

Sports are an important way boys and girls learn to get 

along with one another. You shouldn't punish someone by 

taking away something of real value in itself. 

We live in a very competitive world. Many times we 

lose, but we must keep trying. Sports teaches us how to 

compete, how to assert ourselves. We learn to lose without 

despair. We learn teamwork. 
Good grades are important. But so are athletics. It is not 

wise to eliminate one because you are worried about thé 

other, It is better to find another way to motivate an acade- 

mic improvement, ni 
There are better ways. One way is to get daily or weekly 

grades from the teacher or teachers, Offer the student 

some small token reward for the acceptable grades. Use a 

point system (A = 3, B = 2, C =1) to keep an accounting. 

To work best, the reward should be immediate. 

You will get more of whatever you pay attention to, If 

you pay attention to good grades, you will get an improve- 

ment. That's better than paying attention to bad grades by 

punishing them. 
Another simple way to improve grades is to focus on 

homework. Try a study hour nightly from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

‘No television or telephone calls are allowed during that 

time. Treat the time like a study hall in school. If home- 

work performance improves, so will the grades. 

Good luck and good grades! Write back if you want more 

details on how to encourage better grades in children, 

(Address questions on family living and child care to be 

answered in this column to the Kennys, St. Joseph's 

College, 219 W. Harrison, Rensselaer, Ind. 47978.) 

©1996 by Catholic News Service
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       Faith Alive! 

  

  

      

  By Mary Miller Pedersen «    

  

Short of looking for another planet to 
inhabit, what's a parefit to do in order to 
raise children fot the 21st century who 
have a sense of adventure and can face 
the unknown future with hope rather 

than despair? 
As if families didn’t face enough hur- 

dies in the typical challenges of their 
members’ development from cradle to 
grave, now parents face the additional 
prospect of having their children grow 
up in a culture of fear. 

I'm talking about the kind of fear 
propagated by reports of dangerous nu- 
clear waste seeping into water supplies, 
increased adolescent suicide, mysterious 
untreatable viruses, and growing inci- 
dences of drug abuse and sexually trans- 
mitted diseases. 

So equipping children with a sense of 
hope and trust in themselves and in their 
future is no easy task, Christian fami- 
lies, however, have a clear call to 
respond to the task. 

As Pope John Paul II said in his 
speech to the United Nations General 
Assembly in October, our “hope and 
trust are centered on Jesus Christ.” 

His death and resurrection fully 
revealed God's love and care for all cre- 
ation, the pope added, Furthermore, he 
said, Jesus Christ is God-made-man, 
which means he is “part of the history 
of humanity.” 2 

What that means to parents raising 
children is that they are co-creators with 
God of the next generation. Our all- 
powerful, all-loving God is not sitting 
on the fence or observing our feats from 

a distance. 
God is Emmanuel: That is, God is 

among us all the time, everywhere, in 
the face of every evil and every fear. 

This is the certitude we need to have 
hope and to place trust in ourselves and 
in our future on this planet. 

Three practical considerations may 
help parents who want to pass this rich 
Christian belief on to children and thus 
to lay the foundation for a new genera- 
tion whose hope and trust in the future 
is Based on hope and trust in God. 

* Developing a spirit of hope and trust 
at home starts with a parent’s own attitude 
early ina child's life. 

          

  

  

  

                            

  

        

  

                        

  

      

  

  

  

                

  

                    

  

  

  

        

  

  

  

                        

Discussion Point 

   This Week’s Question 

he way, sh¢ fold méslater tH 

Who (what leader, what friend or family member, 

l remember a comforting ritual we 
used for our 3-year-old daughter at bed- 
time when fears of monsters kept her 
from sleeping. 

We first acknowledged her fear, then 
fancifully opened the windows and 
doors to let the monsters out of the 
room, And we prayed her night prayers, 
speaking confidently of how Jesus held 
her safely as she slept. 

Parents who honestly face their own 
fears are more able to help their chil- 
dren face fear by naming it, doing 
something positive to eliminate it, and 
bringing it to God in prayer. 

Parents model a good attitude to their 
children in simple ways: by recognizing 
the challenges in everyday situations, 
and by speaking and acting positively to 
overcome evil, pain or injustice. 

* Encouraging a spirit of prayerful- 
ness With children equips them to face 
the future knowing that they do not face 
their fears alone, 

A habit of prayer shows children that 
we not only have confidence in whatev- 
er good works we can do, but in God's 
faithful presence in our lives. 

A 17-year-old girl told me this story: 
A friend of hers took an overdose of 
alcohol, became very ill, and passed out 

at a party. She and another friend 
revived the girl and drove her to the 
nearest hospital emergency room for 
medical care, 

Fearful that her friend would dig on 
fatal she, 

  

could think to,do was to say “Ha 
Marys” all the way to the hospital. 

A spirit of prayerfulness recognizes 
our dependence on God, whether it be 

at times of crisis or ordinary times: 

meals and bedtime, before big tests, 
when we are sick, and all the other 

  

times in between. It also helps us recog- 
nize his sovereignty and the worship 
due to God. 

+ Developing a spirit of service to 
others helps a family face a difficult 
world with hope. 

Just taking a personal stance “against” 
pollution, crime and war is not enough. A 

recent national study of strong families 
showed that all healthy families had some 
traits in common. These families all were 
“for” something good, not just against 
something evil. 

Their children were encouraged to 

  

     

       

  

People gain hope from faith, friends 
dren give me hope every day. I'm a member of a 
group of men who discuss spirituality, and that’s 
always a hope-filled evening for me. | work as a 

Parents help instill trust and hope in their children 

  

CNS photo by Mimi Forsyth 

Children who trust themselves as capable people are more likely to trust others. Parents can instill 

trust and hope in their children by te    hing them about God, encouraging a spirit of prayerfulness, 

and giving them opportunities to use their gifts and talents to benefit others. 

use their talents and gifts (brains, hard 
work, cooking ability, ete.) for the good 
of others, Te ; 

Children. who possess a senst of hay- 
ing some power—of being empowered 
or capable—are hopeful children. They 
are less likely to fall prey to the despair 
and depression that characterize hope- 
less people. Children who trust them- 
selves as capable people are more likely 
to trust others. 

There is no denying that these are dif- 

ficult times to raise children. But as 
Pope John Paul I said so well, “In the 
face of tragedy and evil... we do not 
lose hope in regard to the future,” 

Remember the name Emmanuel, It re- 

minds us that our God dwells with us 

and sheds light into our darkness, giving 

us reason for hope. 
(Mary Miller Pedersen is the coordi- 

nator of the Leadership in Family Life 
Training Program for the Archdiocese of 

Omaha, Neb.) 

Faith, hope and trust 
help overcome fears 

  

By David Gibson 

Where can people find the hope and trust 
needed to believe that life is meaningful? 

Addressing the United Nations in Octo- 
ber of 1995, Pope John Paul II said people 

today need to overcome their fear and that 
the way to do this is through the rebirth of 
hope and trust. 

| think if people lack hope, often they 
have been given reasons not to hope, and 

if they don’t trust, it may be that they have 
learned the hard way to be wary. 

They need to be given reasons to hope 
and trust. 

Parents can give children reasons to 
hope and trust by demonstrating their own 
trustworthiness and faithfulness. 

(David Gibson edits “Faith Alive!") 

  

what educator) has given you hope? How? 

“Christ. Through his teaching, his example, and 

his interceding for me and those I love, he has 

given me hope.” (A Cistercian monk, Dubuque, 

Towa) 

“Franciscan Father Ronald Nunlist, who used to be 

pastor at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church here in 

Galveston, by the example of how he lived his life. He 

was a simple, caring person who always saw the good 

in people. He was always there when I needed some- 

‘one to talk to, (and) to encourage me.” (Janie Ayala, 

Galveston, Texas) 

“My mother, She has always cared about other peo- 

ple, and this has influenced my beliefs and my 

thoughts about how I should treat my fellow man,” 

(Sarah Walton, Memphis, Tenn.) 

“Hundreds of church leaders. My wife and chil-   

therapist in an alcohol recovery program, and to 

watch my patients get well gives me hope, (Bob 

Martin, Rochester, Minn.) 

“My father, He died when I was a teen-ager, but 

my first memories are of sitting on his lap, reading the 

Bible. He never missed church, He was always there 

for me. That gave me hope and still does because I 

know there are people like him in the world.” (Sharon 

Hager, Pensacola, Fla.) 

Lend Us Your Voice 

An upcoming edition asks; In the course of daily 

‘existence, can people really “share life” with others? 

Tell of one ordinary way this is done. 

If you would like to respond for possible publica- 

tion, write to “Faith Alive!” at 3211 Fourth St., N.E., 
Washington, D.C, 20017-1100. 9, tin 
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Viewing with Arnold/james W. Arnold 

Remake of ‘Sabrina’ is 

posh, modern fairytale 
“Sabrina” is a romantic comedy with a 

Cinderella fairytale aspect, since the main 
idea is that a chauf- 
feur's daughter blos- 
soms into a gorgeous 

creature who attracts 
the love of the million- 
aire sons at the man- 
sion where her Dad 
and late mother have 

The story is dated, 
having originated as 

one of those well-made class-conscience 
plays of a half-century ago before it was 

adapted by Billy Wilder into a stylish but 

far-from-immortal early movie vehicle for 
young Audrey Hepburn in 1954. (The 
radiant Audrey specialized in these skinny 

girl-with-spectacles-turns-into-butterfly 
tales in the 1950s.) 

But even now, updated for the 1990s 

by screenwriter Barbara Benedek and 

director Sydney Pollack, “Sabrina” 
retains the virtues (a certain elegance, 
an absence of sex scenes, of innuendoes 

or vulgar language) as well as the faults 

(overly neat plotting, stereotyped char- 

acters, minimal social relevance) of 
comedies of its vintage. 

Julia Ormond, cheerfully taking on the 

thankless challenge of reconstructing the 

title character, the “fresh young thing” 
that Hepburn somehow imbued with 
immortality, has provided beauty and skill 

  

     
    
    
    

      
       

       
     

Film Classifications 

Recently reviewed by the USCC 

The City of Lost Children -AclII 

Dead Man Walking ....-...-- A-lll 

Four Rooms .......+.- 

Restoration 

  

A-lIL 

  

Shanghai Triad ...... .. AIL 

Tom and Huck . A All 
Waiting to Exhale ..........+-.A-IV 

A-L_— general patronage; A-ll — adults and adoles- 
cents; A-IIl — adults, A:IV — adults, with reservations; 
O — morally offensive 

(if not magic). Unfortunately, that's like 

saying she had to catch a bus and missed 

it, had to fly and achieved only a leap, 

albeit graceful. 
On the male side, Harrison Ford and 

newcomer Greg Kinnear are all that any- 

‘one could ask for in replacing the origin- 

als, Humphrey Bogart and William 

Holden, superstars who even then seemed 

bizarrely miscast as the filthy-rich 

Larrabee brothers: respectively, Linus, the 

workaholic, money-centered tycoon, and 

David, the womanizing, irresponsible but 

lovable good-time Charlie playboy. 

For women, “Sabrina” is probably 

quite a fantasy, Not only does the poor 

awkward teen-ager go to Paris and learn 

about life, fashion and style, but she 

returns to dazzle everyone including the 

Larrabees, whom she had always 

admired hopelessly from a distance 

(especially David, on whom she nur- 

tured a full-blown crush). Better yet, the 

men compete for her, and she saves 

ther both from unhappy lives based 

cither on business or transient pleasure. 

Far beneath the surface, “Sabrina” is 

a moral tale about transformation. The 

heroine herself is transformed by her 

experience in Paris, which nearly 

always functions in movies as a place 

where Americans “find themselves” and 

discover truth, romance and a more 

relaxed, human lifestyle. (Let's play a 

little accordion of “La Vie en Rose” 
softly on the soundtrack.) 

I's a bit hard to take this cliche seri- 

ously.anymore, especially since! the heals | 
ing allure of Paris has already been 

labored in several earlier comedies this 
season (“French Kiss” and “Forget 

Paris”). In the original “Sabrina,” the 

Paris experience was a bit of a spoof, 

since Sabrina was sent to a cooking 

school and mentored by an elderly chef, 

This time, she’s an apprentice at Paris 

Vogue, and director Pollack shamelessly 

lays on the predictable Paris ambience: 

cozy little outdoor cafes, bridges over the 

Seine, sexy French models and photogra- 

phers, and misty fashion shoots in the 
shadow of the Eiffel Tower, 

  

  

Conference describes her character as “fast, 

UI for adults.       Actress Geena Davis stars as pirate Morgan Adams In “Cutthroat Island.” The U.S. Catholic 

CNS photo from MGM 

fearless and female” and classifies the film A-   
  

The men are transformed by 
Sabrina’s beauty (and fresh innocence, 

more so in the Hepburn version), which 

is in fact the way sexuality is supposed 

to work in human life. Both greed and: » 

indolence seem much less interesting to 

them now than marriage, The script 

makes the symbolism specific by dis- 

” cussing the mythic Sabrina, a nymph 

who is a “savior” ina Milton poem: 

Of course, although both their lives are 

“saved,” only one of the bedthers cain +(1 

actually win Sabrina, 'Saved"! shouldinot 

be taken in a really profound Christian 
sense. Since this is a distinctively 

American and secular fable, expect the 

happy couple to go to Paris in the end to 
enjoy life's sweetness, cushioned with 
plenty of money (a billion or so). ui 

Ford's Linus is much more central and 

complicated than Bogart’s, and updated to 

fully modern tycoon status—with private 

helicopter and jet and a believable mega- 

bucks merger deal in the works involving 

a new, indestructible large flat-screen TV. 

When he contemplates the effect of his 

manipulations, he has some sensitive, 

brooding lines to his high-powered busi- 

nesswoman Mom (who else but Nancy 

Marchand): “You've never seen the face 

of someone the day after we've taken over 

their business.” 
Kinnear, the witty young guy from TV 

(“Talk Soup” and “Later”) takes full ad- 

vantage of this huge career break. He's 

certainly more convincing (and funny) as 

a basically insecure lightweight than 

Holderi yas, but perhaps fess believable 

as the focus of Sabrina!s girlish fantasy. 

Here's a fellow making his movie debut; 

whereas in 1954, Holden was at the peak 
of a remarkable 40-year stardom. + 

This is a movie with more talk than 

1990s audiences’ are used to, but helped 

a bit visually by the scenes in Paris and 

Martha's Vineyard and the very posh 

production values. 
(Pretty woman rescues pointless 

lives, at least temporarily; satisfactory 

for youth and adults.) 
USCC classification: A-II, adults and 

adolescents. 

‘A Different Path’ documents lives of women religious 
+ founded and operated the largest private school 

Itis not easy, and it is not what most women do with 

their lives. Choosing celibacy and service over family 

life and independence is not a typical lifestyle for an 

American woman, 
Yet the Catholic women profiled in the new televi- 

sion documentary “A Different Path” chose religious 

life as an act of courage and faith. 
The one-hour documentary will air nationwide this 

month on ABC-TV affiliate stations. (Check local list- 

ings to verify the program date and time, WRTV 

Channel 6 in Indianapolis will broadcast “A Different 

Path” at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 14.) 

The Catholic Communication Campaign produced 

the documentary to tell the unique story of women reli- 

gious, who have played a vital role in the life of the 

church in America for more than 250 years. 

The program points out that their ministries and 

institutions have enriched the lives of millions of 

Catholics and non-Catholics, their heritage is rich in 

service to God and community, and their individual and 

collective accomplishments are many and varied. 

“More than 92,000 American women are currently in reli- 

gious communities,” said Ellen McCloskey, manager of pro- 

ductions for the Catholic Communications Campaign. “Few 

people know what the lives of these extraordinary women are 

like, yet they are involved in every walk of life—from 

defending the poor in courts of law, to spending daysin %."» 

prayer, to teaching, to serving as community activists.” 

Women’s religious communities offer diverse 

charisms, McCloskey said, ranging from contemplative 

life to a variety of apostolic ministries. 

“There is no typical sister,” McCloskey said. “Each one 

responds to the call of God in a different way.” 
LHe ea tne ere Dann tei A Fie fe MOLE ZIL HIRD 

“A Different Path” explores two religious communi- 

ties that reflect spiritual pursuits as diverse as the 

American landscape. Though different in their experi- 

* ences, the women reveal the same initial doubts,on- 

going struggles, and tremendous rewards of life within 

a close-knit community. 

“When I thought about the idea of religious life, I 

didn't know if God was calling me or if I was deluded,” 

admitted Colleen McGrain, a 31-year-old novice who 

recently spent her first year with the Benedictine 

Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, a contemplative wom- 

en's order in Clyde, Mo. 

Colleen’s days are filled with the rhythms of prayer 

and baking altar bread for churches across the country. 

Hundreds of miles away in Brookyn, N.Y., St. 

Joseph Sister Mary Ellen Kane is a community organiz- 

er who was instrumental in creating the Nehemiah 

housing project for abused and/or homeless women and 

children in the South Bronx. 
Dynamic and energetic, Sister Mary Ellen shares 

Providence House, her Bedford Stuyvesant residence, 

with homeless women and their children, as well as St. 

Joseph Sister Ave Regina Gould and three other mem- 

bers of that women’s religious order. 

Through the profiles of these two religious 

communities, viewers are introduced to other sisters 

who share their thoughts and experiences about devot- 

ing their lives to God, 
The program also looks at the little-known history of 

women religious in the United States. 
Women religious have: 
* founded and operated thousands of hospitals, orphan- 

ages, colleges, and charitable institutions, 

system in the world, 
+ performed managerial and executive functions, 

including the acquisition and management of extensive 

real estate holdings, long before these areas were open 

to secular women, 
«risked their lives nursing the afflicted during outbreaks of 

cholera, yellow fever, smallpox, and influenza, 

+ endured hardships and dangers in remote, unsettled 

areas of colonial America, 
* and faced violent deaths while serving in many’ for- 

eign countries, wen 

“A Different Path” has been described as a candid 

look at women'religious in America and a surprising 

and illuminating documentary about vocations to reli- 

gious life, 
The film is a part of the “Vision & Values” series, 

now in its eighth year, and is sponsored by the 

Interfaith Broadcasting Commission for ABC-TV. It is 

distributed to ABC-affiliate stations as a public service. 

The United States Catholic Conference is a member of 

the Interfaith Broadcasting Commission. 

‘The Catholic Communications Campaign funds many val- 

ucs-based television, radio and print projects through an 

annual collection taken up in parishes across the country. 

Recent Catholic Communications Campaign projects in- 

clude a full-length movie on Catholic Sotivist Dorothy Day, 

which will be released in 1996, as well as the 1-800-311- 

4CCC movie review line, and “The Uprising of '34,” which 

on the PBS series “POV.” bent 

‘A VHS copy of “A Different Path,” with accompa- 

nying discussion guide, is available for $29.95 by call- 

ing 1-800-235-8722. 
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time/Msgr. Owen F Campion 

The Sunday Readings 
Sunday, Jan. 14, 1996 

* Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 

* 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
* John 1:29-34 

This reading proceeds from the first vers- 

es of the ppistle. Paul identifies himself as 
an sp Apostleship is not assumed, It 
isbestowed by God as a gift to the 

© church, as a service to God's loving peo- 

The Book of Isaiah supplies this, << ~ 

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time with its 

BF     
      

8. 
fally the people 

of God collectively 
were regarded to be 
the factor by which 
God was revealed in 
the world. It was col- 
lectively with this peo- 
ple that God had 
concluded the sacred 
and binding covenant. 

In time, the kings of Israel were seen 
individually to be the earthly element in 
the covenant. This especially was true 
of David and Solomon, the two great 
kings of Israel and indeed two of the 
only three kings to rule a unified ancient 
Israel. 

When Solomon died, his dynasty in 
effect collapsed. Quarrelling heirs 
divided the kingdom, and as might be 
assumed, what was left was consider- 
ably weaker than the united state that 
had preceded. Moreover, in the eyes of 
the prophets, the two surviving king- 
doms, of Israel in the north and of Judah 
in the south, usually were quite unwor- 
thy religiously. Their kings were seen as 
responsible for this unfaithfulness. 

As more time passed, the kings of 
both north and south were overthrown 
by hostile foreigners and their lines 
became extinct. 

AlL this contributed to a deemphasis)! | 
(but not total rejection) of the concept 
that through the kings God would rule. 
The burden shifted again to a collective 
notion of the people. 

In this collective view, Isaiah wrote. 
In this weekend's Scriptural passage, 

the prophet speaks as if he were God. Is- 
rael, the nation, is designated by God as 
the chosen people. 

This designation, this identification of 
the covenant, was to reveal God and the 
glory to divine mercy to the world. 

This weekend's reading hears God's 
promise that the downtrodden remnants of 
the faithful will be lifted upward, As a 
result, God will shine in the fidelity and 
goodness of the people. 

St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians is the source of the second reading. 
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ple. Thus was the case with Paul, in 
Paul's explanation of this role, Paul has 
the power to impart God's blessing. This 
statement of blessing, and others through- 
out the Pauline writings, should not be 
overlooked. They testify to the fact that 
Paul spoke in God's place. 

As its Gospel, this weekend's liturgy 
turns to St, John's Gospel. 

For the weeks of Advent, the church 
continually presented us with the image of 

* “John the Baptist. In those weeks, John 
-promiséd that a savior would come, 

In this reading, John concludes what he 
has been pledging. Jesus is the messiah, 
and Jesus has come, 

Reflection 
Almost a century ago, Pope St. Pius X 

dramatically revised the Catholic liturgy 
by emphasizing the temporal cycle of 
Sundays, Before him, if a saint’s feast fell 
on a Sunday, then the feast would sup- 
plant the Sunday observance. 

In the papal action was the plan to 
enhance the Scriptures, so that each 
Sunday might be regarded as a lesson. 
The entire season, or indeed the entire 
year, would be a full course in 
Christianity, 

The seasons of Advent, Christmas, and 

Epiphany offer Catholics a splendid les- 
son. One Sunday, or feast, flows to the 
next. Typical of this process is the place 
of this weekend in the other liturgies of 
December and January!) 0%) 4h) 17 

Is there a God? Who is' God? What! 
need is there of God in the modern human 
experience? Is there communication with 

this God? 
While these questions are profound, 

and can seem jarring to believers, they 
may be asked in Advent. 

At Christmas, the church rejoices in its 
reply. Jesus is Lord! He is the Son of God, 
and came to earth as human as the son of 
Mary. In Jesus is all hope. All human needs 

await relief in the Lord. Jesus is everything. 
Long ago, through I¢giah and others, 

God promised the ultimate gift of life 

and direction. This pledge was answered 
in Jesus. He was recognized by the 
prophets, by John the Baptist, and by 
Paul, all of whom spoke in God's 
behalf. He has come to the world. 

                                  

  

        

  

                      

  

            

  

  

  

    

  

Daily Readings 

Monday, Jan. 15. 
1 Samuel 15:16-23 
Psalm 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23 
Mark 2;18-22 

Tuesday, Jan, 16 
1 Samuel 16;1-13 
Psalm 89:20-22, 27-28 
Mark 2:23-28 

Wednesday, Jan. 17 
Anthony, abbot 
1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51 

Psalm 144;1-2, 9-10 
Mark 3:1-6   

The Shaping of the Papacy/John F Fink 

   
\ 

Thursday, Jan. 18 
1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7 

Psalm 56:2-3, 9-14 
Mark 3;7-12 

  

Friday, Jan. 19 
1 Samuel 24:3-21 
Psalm 57:2-4, 6, 11 

Mark 3:13-19 

  

Saturday, Jan, 20 
Fabian, pope, martyr 
Sebastian, martyr 
2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 

23-27 
Psalm 80:2-3, 5-7 
Mark 3:20-21 

    

        

Boniface VIII tried to strengthen 

the papacy but he left it weaker 
Pope Boniface VIII is known primarily 

for the document “Unam Sanctum,” con- 
cerning the unity of the church and the 
temporal power of princes, It was the 
most famous medieval document on the 
subject, The document was issued during 
a lengthy dispute with King Philip IV of 
France. But Boniface’s pontificate ended 
tragically. 

‘There were 12 popes during the 40 
years between Innocent IV, who died in 
1254, and Boniface VIH, who became 
pope in'1294, The’ pope immediately pre- 
ceeding Boniface was Celestine V, who 
was 85 years old when he was elected. He 
had been elected after the papacy had 
been vacant for 27 months because of 
great divisions among the cardinals. 
Celestine was a saintly Benedictine hermit 
who was finally prevailed upon to take the 
position when the cardinals could not 
agree on anyone else. 

Celestine, though, was a confused old 
man, He gave privileges and offices to all 
who asked for them, often giving the same 

position to more than one man. After five 

months as pope, recognizing his unfitness 

to rule, he approached Cardinal Benedetto 

Gaetani, a noted canon lawyer, and asked 
how he could resign. Cardinal Caetani 
prepared a formula of abdication, and 
Celestine read it at a consistory of cardi- 

nals. The cardinals then elected Cardinal 
Caetani pope, and he took the name 
Boniface VIII. 

Celestine had hoped to be able to return 

to his mona: .ery. However, Boniface felt 
that he couldn't permit that for fear that he 
could become the rallying point for a 
schism. So the former pope was confined 
in the tower of Castel Fumone until his 
death on May 19, 1296. He was canonized 

a saint by Pope Clement V in 1313 as part 
of King Philip IV's vendetta against 
‘Boniface VIIL. 

Boniface longed for the days of 
Innocent III as he tried to intervene in 
international politics. He tried to mediate 

in struggles between Venice and Genoa, 
to uphold the independence of Scotland 
against England, and to secure the crown 
of Hungary for the grandson of Charles II 
of Naples. But his biggest problems came 
when he tried to intervene in the hostili- 
ties between England and France. 

The issue that arose between Boniface 

and Philip was the taxation of the clergy 

in France. In need of money because of 
France's war with England and Spain, 
Philip ordered the clergy to pay taxes, 
ignoring an old decree that this could not 

be done without the consent of the Holy 

See. Boniface then published the docu- 

ment “Clericis laicos,” which threatened 

excommunication of all who disregarded    

the earlier decree. King Edward I of Eng- 
land accepted the pope's ruling, but Philip 
did not. He retaliated by prohibiting the 
export of money and valuables and by ex- 

pelling foreign merchants, an action that 
severely hurt the Holy See’s income be- 
cause it relied on revenue from France. 
‘The pope backed down and made conces- 
sions for cases of emergency. 

while, in Rome Boniface was 
an uprising by the Colonna 

family; who validity of "~~~ 
Pope Celestine’s abdication. Boniface 

quickly deposed and excommunicated the 

two ¢ardinals in the Colonna family, who 
took refuge in King Philip's court. 

‘The quarrel with Philip grew more seri- 
ous as the years progressed. In 1301 
Philip arrested a French bishop on the 
charge of treason. Sensing that the whole 

issue Of royal or papal control was at 

stake, Boniface condemned the action and 
called a synod in Rome of the French 
bishops. There papal supremacy over the 

secular power was emphasized in the 

document “Ausculta fili.” Philip's agents 
then published a forged document calcu- 
lated to arouse antipapal feeling among 

the French. 
Boniface followed up the synod with 

his “Unam Sanctum.” The body of the 
document presented a claim for direct 
papal power in the temporal sphere, and 

its closing sentence asserted that it was 

necessary for salvation that every crea- 
ture should be subject to the Roman 

pontiff. 
‘There followed an all-out propaganda 

war between the pope and the king, with 
the Colonna family siding with Philip. 
Boniface was accused of sexual miscon- 
duct and the murder of Pope Celestine, 

Boniface was preparing to excommuni- 

cate Philip when Sciarra Colonna and the 

French Chancellor, William of Nogaret, 

attacked the pope in his summer residence 

at Anagni and took him prisoner. They 
to take him to France to be 

judged by a council. However, the pope 

was rescued by the citizens of the city and 
his captors were driven away. 

Under the protection of the Orsini fami- 
ly, he retumed to Rome, where he died a 

few days later, on Oct. 11, 1303, a man 
broken in both body and spirit. 

Boniface VIII has been judged harsh- 

ly. While trying to strengthen the papa- 
cy, he left it weaker. Although the 
charges brought against him by his ene- 
mies were probably not true, he was 
nevertheless ambitious, arrogant and 
ruthless, The 13th century began with a 

dominant papacy under Innocent ITE but 

ended with a decline in its prestige’ : 
under Boniface VIII. 

        

  

                    

  

        

  

  

  

  

  



at 317-894-1581 

A pro-life rosary will be prayed 
every Saturday moming at 9:30 

a.m. at the Clinic for Women, 

38th and Parker, Everyone is 

welcome. 

meet in sacred Hea 
Chapel, 1530 Union St., 
Indiunapolis, at | p.m. for ongo- 
ing formation classes, 

Benediction, service and busi- 
ness meeting following. For 
more information, call 317-888- 

8833. 

SAINT RICHARD'S SCHOOL 

St. Richard's Sc 

An independent 
Episcopal day school. 

Ch lenging academics. 
Standards of cellence. 

und learning rooted 

in Christian faith, 

worship and ethics. 

SAINT RICHARD’S SCHOOL 
9243 N. Meridian St. 

Indianapolis, indiana 46208 
317-926-0425 

Fax 317-921-3367 

“Knowledge and Values for a Lifetime” 

Saint Richard's School welcomes students of any race, ligion, color 
and national or ethnic origin. Financial aid information and 

‘several payment options are available upon request. 

polis, will host the Archdio- 
cesan Family Life Office 
six-week series “Divorce and 
Beyond’ every Monday through 
February 19 from 7-9 p.m. For 
more information, call 317-236- 
1586, 

information, call Rick Mascari 
at 812-466-6907 

Sacred Heart Parish, 
Indianapolis, will hold a Family 
Rosary night at 7 p.m. 

January 16 

Our Lady of the Greenwood 

Marian Prayer Group will meet 
in the chapel to pray the rosary 

at 7 p.m. All are welcome. 

St LAW ence Chute, 4680 
Shadeland’ AVe.,'Indiatiipolis! 
will hold adoration of the 

from 7 a.m. until the 5:30 p.m. 
Mass. Everyone is welcome 

‘The prayer group of St, Law- 

0 Shadeland Ave., 

will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the 

chapel. All are welcome, For 

more information, call 317-546- 
4065 or 317-842-8805, 

St. Roch Parish, 3600 S. 
Pennsylvania St. will hold a 
Family Eucharist Holy Hour 
with rosary and Benediction 
from 7-8 p.m.in the church 

DON’T PAY AGENCY 
PRICES 

Will care for elderly or 

convalescent patient by day, week 

or duration of recuperation. 

References Available 

CALL 
Judy A. Gray 894-2040 

DON’T MISS IT 
Little Flower Parish 13th & Bosart, Indpls.) 

MONTE CARLO 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19th 

Starts 7:00 pm — in the Cafeteria 

ADMISSION — $5.00 per person 

LITTLE FLOWER 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
LIC, #96CH74636108-01 

%* Black Jack * Poker 

% Chuck-a-Luck 

— FREE Beor— 
Food & Cash Bar will be Available 

Blessed Sacrament in the chapel 

St, Lawrence Church, 4650 N. 

Shadeland Ave., Indianapolis, 
will hold Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament in the chapel 
from 7 a.m. to the 5:30 p.m. 

Mass. Everyone is welcome. 

St. Roch Parish, 
Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis, 

will hold a four week series in 
Natural Family Planning taught 

by the Couple to Couple League 

- 

IHN XXII 
RETREAT CENTER 
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ABLISHED SINCE 1966 
407 W. McDonald 

Hartford City, IN 47348 

A GATHERING OF MEN 
‘Men have a gift ta give each 
other = the gift of listening ta 
and encouraging one another. 

January 19-21, 1996 

COUPLES VALENTINE 
WEEKEND 

Treat yourselves to a weekend 
for growing in unity and love 

for each other. 
February 16-18, 1996 

SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
SERIES: Eliminating Christ 

Defeating Behavior 
Become aware of being 
Christ-centered rather 

than selfcentered. 
March 15-17, 1996 

THE HEALING POWER 
OF EASTER 

Palm Sunday Retreat - A time 
to open our lives to God's 
healing power in the Word. 

March 29-31, 1996 

HOLY WEEK RETREAT 

Brings logether scripture, 
spiritual direction and the 

liturgies of Holy Week, 
April 1-7, 1996 

For more information call 
317-348-4008 

Zveryone is welcome. For more 

information, call Dorothy at 
317-356-5110, 

St. Paul Parish, Sellersburg, will 
hold prayer and praise from 7- 
&15¢p.m. iimghe church. Come 
worship and phare in fellow- 
tilp FoPmore information, call 

wo 12-246-4555, 

St. Lawrence Church 4650 N. 
Shadeland Ave., Indianapolis, 
will hold Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament in the chapel 

from 1-5 p.m. Everyone is wel; 

come, 

St. Mary Church, Indianapolis, 
will hold a Mass in Spanish at 
1:15 p.m, 

St, Patrick Parish, Indianapolis, 
will hold two Masses in Spanish 
at 11 a.m, and 6:15 p.m. 

Mount St. Francis Retreat 

Center will hold a Centennial 
Celebration with a Scripture 

drama by Mark Pedro called 
“Upper Room Discourse.” 
Program starts at 2 p.m, All are 
welcome, 

Bingos 
MONDAY: Our Lady of 
Lourdes, 6:30 p.m.; St. James, 
5:30 p.m. TUESDAY: K of C 

Council 437, 1305 N. Delaware, 

u St. Michael, 6 p.m.; St. 

Malachy, Brownsburg, 5:30 
p.m.; Msgr. Sheridan K of C 
Council 6138, Johnson Co., 
6:15 p.m.; St. Pius X Knights of 
Columbus Council 3433, 6 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY: St. Anthony, 
6:30 p. of C Council 437, 

1305 N. Delaware, 5:45 p.m. 
THURSDAY: St. Catherine, 

5:30 p.m.; Holy Family K of C, 

American Legion Post 500, 
1926 Georgetown Rd., 6:30 
p.m.; FRIDAY: St. Christopher, 
Speedway, 6;30 p.m. 
Name, Beech Grove, 5: 
SATURDAY: K of C Council 
437, 1305 N. Delaware, 4:30 
p.m. SUNDAY: St. Ambrose, 
Seymour, 4 p.m.; Ritter High 

School, 6 p.m.; Msgr. Sheridan 
K of C Council 6138, Johnson 
Co., first Sunday each of month, 
1:15 p.m.  



Catholic Church in China is still 
subject to periodical crackdowns 
A younger group of bishops is moving 
into leadership roles in underground 
church that is loyal to Vatican 
  

By Catholic News Service AS 

HONG KONG—The death of Archbishop Dominic 
Tang Yee-ming of Canton, anew crop of bishops and the 

first encounter of a mainland Catholic delegation with the 

pope in ManileWere among significant events in mainland 
China’stfvitled Catholicism in 1995. 

THe new generation of bishops is arising in the 
pro-Vatican underground Catholic Church, which has con- 
tinued to be subjected to periodic government crackdowns, 
reported UCA News, an Asian church news agency based 
in Thailand. 

Archbishop Tang died June 27 in Stamford, Conn., at 
age 87, while visiting Cardinal Ignatius Kung Pin-mei of 
Shanghai. 

Both prelates had been jailed for decades in China 

for refusing to cooperate with the state-approved church 
beginning in the 1950s. Catholics both in China and 
abroad regarded them as symbols of loyal Catholicism. 

The approved church rejects papal authority over its 
internal affairs and elects its bishops without Vatican 

approval. 
Meanwhile a relatively younger group of bishops is 

moving into leadership roles in the underground 

Catholic Church which has maintained loyalty to the 

Vatican, 
The installation in June of 63-year-old Bishop James 

Su Zhemin of Baoding, a stronghold of the underground 

communities, demonstrated that trend toward installing 

younger prelates who were ordained priests in the carly 

1980s. 
But during the past year, there were also continuing 

reports of detentions and crackdowns on underground 
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church members, particularly in Jiangsu and Jiangxi 
provinces, 

In the international forum, a 20-member delegation of 
young Catholics attending the World Youth Day in 
Manila, Philippines, in January 1995 constituted the 
state-approved church's first official encounter with Pope 
John Paul. 

The following June, three priests from the officially 
sanctioned church concelebrated With the pope in 
Brussels, Belgium, after taking oaths of loyalty to the 

pacy. 
Within China, the commemoration of the 50th anniver- 

sary of the end of World War II and the Sino-Japanese 
War (1937-1945) in August brought Catholics as well as 
Buddhists, Daoists, Muslims and Protestants to national 
attention. 

Religion, for the first time since 1949, has also gained a 

special place on China's calendar. Religious leaders have 

designated Aug. 14-22 each year as the week of prayer for 

world peace, 
November 1994 World Conference on Religion 

aa Peaornetion provided an opportunity for an official 
of the state-approved church to attend a papal audience. 

A photo of that audience became the first one of a pope 

to appear in the state-approved magazine Catholic Church 

in China, 
During the year, both the Holy See and China, which 
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do not have diplomatic relations, used some international 
tvents for contact with each other. 

The United Nations-led Fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing last September provided the Holy See 
an occasion to send a formal delegation to the Chinese 
capital. 

The women's conference also prompted the bishops’ 
conference of the state-approved church to issue its 
first pastoral letter, which focused on women, in late 

August. 
The pastoral letter came nine months after the under- 

ground bishops’ conference issued its first pastoral let- 
ter on the 400th anniversary of missionary Archbishop 
John Montecorvino’s arrival in Beijing. 

The approved church also began relocating some of 
its seminaries to other sites. Both the national seminary 

and the Beijing diocesan seminary are on the move. 
Others slated for a move include the Chengdu, 
Wuchang and Xi'an seminaries, 

Mainland China has 31 major and minor state-sanc- 
tioned seminaries with 1,700 seminarians. 

Statistics provided by the state-approved Catholic 
body show 70 bishops and nearly 1,000 priests are 
serving in 115 dioceses throughout China. More than 
4,500 churches and chapels have been reopened, the 
figures show, 

Since the 1980s, nearly 700 seminarians have been 
ordained priests, and nearly 1,000 nuns have been pro- 
fessed, according to the approved church, 

The church is recording 50,000 to 60,000 baptisms 

annually, marking a slow, steady increase in its member- 
ship which is now counted at 4 million. 

The underground church has usually counted a mem- 
bership equal to that of the state-approved church. 

Pope to visit Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador 

and Venezuela during week of Feb. 5-12 

His previous visit to these four 
countries was in 1983 when each 
was embroiled in violent civil conflict 
  

By Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope John Paul II is expect- 

ed to preach reconciliation, the rights of indigenous peo- 

ples and concern for the poor during a weeklong trip to 

Latin America. 
The Feb. 5-12 trip to Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador 

and Venezuela will be the pope's second visit to each of the 

countries. It will be his 69th papal trip outside of Italy. 

His March 1983 visit to the three Central American 

nations came at a time when each was embroiled in violent 

civil conflict. The pope repeatedly called for the establish- 

ment of democracy and respect for the human rights of all 

people during the trip. 
Since that time, the Marxist-inspired Sandinista govern- 

ment of Nicaragua lost power in a 1990 democratic elec- 

tion, and the Salvadoran military government and leftist 

rebels signed a formal peace treaty in 1992. 

But along with Guatemala, each of the countries con- 

tinues to experience tension and outbreaks of violence 

‘as they attempt to solidify democracy and overcome 

  

economic hardships. 
Pope John Paul's last visit to oil-rich Venezuela was in 

1985. During that trip, he focused on the need for evange- 

lization even though the majority of Venezuelans are 

Catholic, An important part of the Catholic faith, he said, 

is its social teachings, which call not only for charity 
toward the poor, but also for justice. 

  

FROST UPHOLSTERY 
& Discount Fabries 

Large Selection of Fabric In Stock at Discount Prices! 
Since 1955 

- All types of upholstery needs 

« Repair & Rebuilding 

- Fabric shown in your house or our showroom 

- Free Estimates 3 

| 353-1217 

      

                

  

     
     4024 E. Michigan 

  

  

St. Simon Parish Athletic Booster Club 

IE: 
Las Vegas 

Night 
Saturday, January 13, 1996 

7:30 PM to 1:30 AM 

VGames VFood WRefreshments 

8400 Roy Road, Indpls. 
Door Prizes * Adults Only * Admission $1.00 

   

STEWART TOURS 
1996 Travel Shows... Call for reservations. 

Mon., Jan, 15 - Holiday Inn South, Thompson Ra. Indpls., IN 

‘Tues., Jan, 16 - Holiday Inn, 2480 Jonathan Moore Pk., Columbus, IN 

FLORIDA SUN ESCAPE 
Jan. 23 - Feb, 3 (12 days) sve-rrecssesrreesseeernessnnrenne $859.00 

Bask in warm sunshine through the Keys, Orlando, and Sarasota, 

SNOW TRAIN 
Feb, 2 - 6 (5 days) ssesorsssrsesereesereerserennenssnennnnnsennes $379.00 

Travel through Agawa Canyon and view the dogsled race. 

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 
Marr, 21-29 (9 any5) sessessessseersseeeerseeeeranseenseseene $8.25,00 

Springtime adventure in the Deep South. 
i 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Mar, 23, Mar. 30, Apr, 8 (5 days each) ssc $305.00 

Cherry blossom time in our nation’s capital. 

BRANSON, MO. 
Ist Departure Apr. 17 (5 days, 4 nights)... $419.00 

6 meals, 6 shows (including Shoji). 

CHARLESTON & SAVANNAH 
Mar, 23-30 (8 days) ssvcressrserseeenseranesnenneeemeeere S640,00 

Spring charm in the old, romantic South, 

Please call toll free for information and ask about 

our early bid discount special on reservations, 

“All tours include motorcoach transportation, hotels and escort. 

ALL TOUR PRICES ARE PER PERSON BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY. 

ALL TOURS DEPART FROM INDPLS. & SO. IND. 

STEWART TOURS 

    

        Call 1-800-426-2316 for FREE CATALOG 
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Teens tell adolescents 

‘chastity is yes to life’ 

  

By Mary Ann Wyand 

First of two parts 

‘Their T-shirts proclaim the message 
“Chastity is yes to life!” 

Cardinal Ritter High School juniors 

Cory Hyob, Kesha Davis and Amber Ying 

of Indianapolis and senior Julie Harnish- 
feger of Brownsburg like the colorful 
chastity T-shirts, and plan to wear them 

when they talk to sixth-graders about the 

importance of postponing sexual involve- 
ment until marriage. 

It’s the same message nearly 2,000 
early adolescents have been hearing from 

200 teen-age peer ministers who volunteer 
for “A Promise to Keep: God's Gift of 
Human Sexuality,” the archdiocesan Of- 

fice of Catholic Education's one-year-old 

chastity program. 
Made possible by a grant from St. Vin- 

cent Hospitals and Health Services, “A 
Promise to Keep" uses a five-session cur- 
riculum written by chastity program coor- 

dinator Eve Jackson and videos funded by 
St. Francis Hospital and Health Centers to 
educate junior high school students about 
the spiritual and health reasons for living a 
chaste lifestyle until marriage. 

“I've talked with sixth-graders at St” 
Christopher, St. Malachy and St, Michael 
schools,” teen-age peer minister Kesha 
Davis said. “I help present the introduction. 
During the first session, we talk about God's 
plan and why we were created and our pur- 

  

pose in life, We tell the kids how important 

chastity is in the unity of marriage.” 

As"“A Promise to Keep” peer minister, 

Kesha said she realizes “the importance of 

telling young people that chastity is impor- 

tant and reminding kids and adults that they 

need to stick to that until marriage.” 

To prepare for her part in educating 

younger students about chastity, Kesha said 

She learned facts and statistics about sexually 

transmitted diseases. 
“| was surprised by the differences 

between sixth-graders now and when I was 

in the sixth grade,” she said. “Now they're 

concerned about a lot of things I wasn’t even 

thinking about when I was that age. I think 

that shows we really need this program.” 

‘The new chastity T-shirt is a positive way 

to promote postponing sexual involvement, 

junior Amber Ying said. The back of the 
shirt states that chastity guarantees freedom 

from the negative consequences of premari- 

tal sexual activity. 

It reads: “Freedom from teen parenthood, 

sexually transmitted diseases, pain, cancer, 

sterility, AIDS, death, being used, messing 

up your future” and "freedom to develop 

relationships, mature, develop your potential, 

plan your future, love others unconditionally, 

avoid the above (negative consequences),”” 

“I'm enjoying going to the grade schools 
and educating the children about the impor- 
tance of chastity," Amber said. “It’s not an 

easy topic to talk about, but we' ve discussed 

a lot of important things in the program that L 
think the kids will remember and use in 
making future decisions.” 

  

LAST CALL!!! 
DON’T MISS THIS INCREDIBLE EVENT!! 

[lttitedcegitt 
1 

* rhbocrr dione 
Young Adult Conference 

1996 

Gather all your friends! All Young Adults ages 18 to 39 are invited to 

join us for prayer & share, innovative workshops, a Town Hall forum 

with Archbishop Daniel Buechlein, Liturgy, and a Keynote and 

Concert with David Kauffman! It all happens February 10th at St. 

Monica Parish in Indianapolis. 

WORKSHOPS 
1A/IB: Being a Light for Others—Spirituality in the Workplace 

2A: The Light Inside 
2B: Coming Out of the Darkness . . . 

3A/3B: Nurturing the Light Within 
4A: Celebrate Being Single and Catholic 
4B® Recognizing the Light in Your Marriage 

5A/5B: En-Light-en Me! What does the Church say about . . . ? 

6A/6B: Dream On 

  

rc 
INTO THE LIGHT Registration Form 

Name: 

4 

  

  

City/State/Zip:   

  

  

Single __ Married ___ Religious ___ Priest ___ 

For info on Child Care, call the Office for Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministries at 

317-236-1439, Registration fee: $25.00 per adult. 

Send registration form and payment to; Into the Light, P.O. Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 

46206. Please postmark by January 17, 1996, 

' ' 
' 
' 
' ' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' ' 
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' Parish/Deanery: 
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1 
' 
' ‘ 
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Workshop Choices: A__ B__ 
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Photo by Mary Ann Wyand 

Cardinal Ritter High School juniors (trom left) Cory Hyob from St. Gabriel Parish, Amber Ying 

from St. Joan of Arc Parish, and Kesha 

  

1 of Indianapolis, and senior Julle Harnishfeger 

from St. Malachy Parish in Brownsburg are among the 200 Catholic high school students who 

volunteer as chastity peer ministers for the archdiocesan Office of Catholic Education's “A 

Promise to Keep: God's Gift of Human Sexuality” program for sixth-grade students. 

While studying the chastity curriculum, 
Amber said she was surprised by statistics 
about AIDS and “didn’t know the AIDS rate 
was so high among teen-agers.” 

Senior Julie Harnishfeger juggles a busy 
schedule at Ritter as president of the 
National Honor Society, captain of the var- 

sity volleyball team, and editor of the school 

newspaper, yet she gladly found time to vol- 

unteer as a chastity peer minister because she 
believes in the program. 

“It means a lot to me,” Julie said. “I also 
coach a sixth-grade CYO volleyball team 
at my parish and the girls would come to 
me with the same kind of questions, It 
makes me feel better knowing that I have 
the right answers to help clear up some of 

their questions. It’s nice to have the train- 
ing and the facts to talk with them about it. 
1 was glad I had the statistics about sexual- 
ly transmitted diseases to back up what I 
was saying to the kids,” 

Julie said one of her friends is pregnant 
and many high school students know teen- 
age parents, so talking to adolescents about 

chastity is an important way to help them 
make the right decisions for their future 
health and happiness, 

“A sixth-grade girl we talked with in 
one of the programs said she had been 
pressured about having sex and wouldn't 
do it, but she didn't know how to handle 
it,” Julie said. “She told us she feels bet- 
ter now because she knows that it's OK 
to say no and she has learned how to say 

no. Now she’s not embarrassed to talk 
about it with her friends, and she under- 
stands that chastity will really help her 
in the future, I'm glad we were able to 
help her and other students get the infor- 

mation and courage they need to post- 
pone having sex until marriage.” 

a2 2 =e 

      

Chastity is both a spiritual issue and a 
health issue, Julie said, and is the most 
important decision a young person makes for 
the present and future. 

“Sometimes I get teased by other teen- 
agers about being a chastity peer minister,” 
Julie said. “They don't see chastity as being 

achoice because of all the pressure, We did 
a story about the chastity program in our 
school newspaper to help educate Cardinal 
Ritter students.” 

Cathedral High School senior Erika Davis 
was a volunteer peer minister for “A 
Promise to Keep” last year and is featured in 
‘one session of a five-part educational video 
created by Eve Jackson and filmed by DL 
Images last summer, 

“Serving as a chastity peer minister is 

an opportunity to help kids sort out diffi- 

cult issues in their lives,” Erika said. “I 
think it helps the kids because it lets 
them know we are serious about what 
we are telling them, and we wouldn't be 
telling them about the importance of 
chastity without believing in it our- 
selves. At the end of our sessions, we 
asked the kids questions and they knew 

the answers. It was really neat to know 
that they were paying attention.” 

Erika was selected as the junior prom 
queen at Cathedral last year, She is 
paired with Bishop Chatard High School 
senior and varsity basketball player 
Donald Holder in a video segment about 

resisting peer pressure to have premari- 
tal sexual relations, 

“J think it's a good program,” Donald 
said. “I really wanted to talk with the kids 

about chastity as a positive role model. I'm 
just doing this for the kids.”” 

Next week: Chastity curriculum involves 

students and parents. 

Photo by Mary Ann Wyand 

DL Images president Lee Nassau of Indianapolis directs Bishop Chatard High School senior Donald 

Holder and Cathedral High Schoo! senior Erika Davis (back to camera), both from Indianapolis, in 

a scene for the “A Promise to Keep” video, This segment focused on assertiveness training In 

order to resist peer pressure to become sexually active. $1. Francis Hospital and Health Centers 

provided funding for the educational videos about the importance of chastity.
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Collegians say, ‘Ask me why I’m Catholic’ 
  

By James McCoy, Catholic News Service 

PITTSBURGH (CNS) —"Ask Me Why I’m Catholic” 

was on their T-shirts, and the reasons were on their minds. 

‘The 12th annual conference of the National Catholic 

Student Coalition drew more than 400 to Pittsburgh over 

the New Year's Day weekend. 
Bishop Donald W. Wuerl of Pittsburgh celebrated Mass 

Dec. 31 for students from around the country. 

“Ask me why Iam a Catholic!” he said in his homily. 

“Ask me why I belong to the church. Because it is here 

that I come to know Jesus Christ ... as a living person.” 

Pittsburgh-area organizer Edmund LoPresti, a senior at 

Carnegie Mellon University, took away from the bishop's 

homily a sense of mission; “We — as students, as young 

Catholics — have an important role to play in the future.” 

Also helping organize through the Ryan Catholic 

Newman Center, the campus ministry of the Oratory 

Fathers in Pittsburgh, was Donna Lewis, From the confer- 

ence, “I have learned how blessed I have been in my 

experience with the church,” she told the Pittsburgh 
Catholic, diocesan newspaper. 

Bishop Wuerl, in his homily, echoed Pope John Paul It 

Young adult conference planned Feb. 10 
All young adults ages 18 to 39 are invited to attend the 

first Archdiocese of Indianapolis’ Annual Young Adult 

Conference, Feb. 10 at St. Monica Parish in Indianapolis. 

Themed “Into the Light,” the conference will include 

prayer and share, innovative workshops, a Town Hall 

forum with Archbishop Danial Buechlein, Liturgy, and a 

keynote and concert with David Kauffman. 

Kauffman is a young adult from New Orleans, who 

writes and produces his orginal music. He has been invit- 

ed to keynote at youth and young adult conferences all 

over the United States and was last seen in the archdio- 

cese April 1994 for a Young Adult Coffeehouse and the 

Archdiocesan Youth Conference. 
Participants will be able to attend two workshops in 

which they will chose from a list. 
Workshop titles include: “Being a Light for Others- 

Spirituality in the Workplace,” “The Light Inside,” 

Young Adult Forum/Tom Ehart 

“Coming Out of the Darkness,” “Nurturing the Light 

Within,” “Don't Hide Your Light Under a Bushel Basket: 

Celebrate Being Single and Catholic,” “Recognizing the 

Light in Your Marriage,” “En-light-en Me! What does the 

Church say about...?,” and “Dream On.” 

Sponsored by the archdiocesan Office for Youth, 

Young Adult, and Campus Ministries, the program will 

begin with registration at 8 a.m. and conclude following a 

5:30 p.m. Liturgy. 

The cost is $25 per person, Child care will be available 

at $5 per child or $10 per family, Registrations including 

payment should be postmarked on or before Jan. 17, and 

will be accepted on a first come/first serve basis. 

An “Into the Light” registration form is included in this 

edition of The Criterion on page 16. For more information 

contact Beth Ann Newton at 317-236-1439 or 800-382- 

9836 ex. 1439." 

Catholic faith rules should be followed 

Like most people, I find it easier to follow the rules of 

the world than Ido the rules of the Catholic faith. 
For some, carrying my cross sounds: 

medieval and sadistic, Who would want 
to crucify themselves anyway? And 
haven't we lived with enough denial in 
our lives to try and deny our very selves? 

Yet that’s what Jesus tells us to do 
in the Bible if we want to go to heaven. 

And if we're not letting him tell us 
how to do it, then who's telling us? 

The world? 
If so, here's what we typically get: 

+ A guy, struggling with homosexuality, who—after a 

long struggle with what to do—gives in to what the world 

says is a great lifestyle and becomes sexually promiscuous, 

Not only does the moral heartburn set in, but usually a 

couple of cases of STD's and maybe AIDS. 

+ A guy and girl go out, like each other, sleep together, 

and she becomes pregnant. He runs off, she gets an abor- 

tion, and a couple lives are ruined. 
* A young couple runs into financial trouble two years 

into their marriage, They get divorced. 

* A neighbor who you see at church is struggling with 

major family problems, Rather than face the pain and deal 

with it head on, he deadens it with alcohol and drugs. 

In each of these situations, and others like them, there 

was a cross. 
Sexual temptation and sexual brokenness, unwanted 

pregnancy, abortion, marital problems, dysfunctional fami- 

lies, addictions, 
And in each case there was a choice to be made . . . and 

not an easy one. 
But howefien do we go to Jesus, surrender ourselves to 

him, nail our probleg 10 his cross, and allow Jesus control 
over the problem in offer to guide us through it as he 

would have gone through ih 
See, there’s another way to go. 
The way of the cross. It doesn’t mealfwe'll be crucified, 

shamed or humiliated, That's the great deception. The 

cross of Christ, the cross which he asks us to bear with 

him, is not a cross of torture, but a cross of redemption and 

a cross of victory! 
Jesus bore his cross to free us from our death to all the 

different sins and abuses we encounter in our lifetime. And 

his invitation to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and fol- 
low him is an invitation simply for us to put him first, 

ahead of every problem or worry, so that we may live each 

day in grace, rather than falling into sin, It's an invitation 

to be a little heroic rather than kind of wimpy, and to pick 

up our problems, not with shame or guilt, but with the 

pride and joy we get in knowing that by carrying our cross 

as Jesus would, we are also sharing in his victory. 

We become victorious when we give hint our sexuality, 

our marital and family problems, our addictions and vices. 
  

arfeit’s a daily thing, not a “whenever I feel like it” thing. 

And that’s not easy. 
Jesus Knows that, But he also knows we.can-bearitif we 

fet go like he'did,/ He wanted dn casier way too. But he 

said, “Not my will but yours be done.” And by surrender- 

ing his cross and abuse to his Father, he conquered sin. 

Jesus also had help, and he's always willing to bring the 

necessary help to us if we eamestly seek it and trust in him to 

be right there with us through whatever it is we're going 

through. 
If the world’s answers to your problems haven't satis- 

fied you yet, then try this out. Deny yourself by letting go 

and letting God be more important than everything else in 

your life. Take up your cross and get some help like Jesus 

did. And follow Jesus’ example and become a part of the 

followers of Christ who are claiming victory with him, vic- 

tory over sin. 

No one ever said it was going to be easy. But the prize is 

worth it! 
‘OMystery Heart Communications 

as he urged the students to pursue a spirituality that is 

eucharistic and Marian, “When someone asks you why 

you are Catholic,” he said, “a response will not take us far 

from either the manger or the altar.” 

Home for Christmas from Washington University in 

St. Louis, Stephanie Eyrich of Pittsburgh said she 

found the conference “inspirational and motivating.” 

Eyrich, a member of the diocesan delegation to the 

1993 World Youth Day in Denver, said young 

Catholics in touch with the church's reality are “not 

really a minority.” 
“When we come together, we share what the majority or? 

youth think,” she said. 
The National Catholic Student Coalition, said 

University of Pittsburgh student Angela Uhlott, “is an 

organization for Catholic college-aged kids to share 

their faith and to come together” on a national basis. 

Past conferences have had an ecumenical dimension, 

said Uhlott, who converted to Catholicism two years ago. 

This year, she said, “we wanted one (on) why are we 

Catholic.” 
Well, why is she a Catholic? Having been through 

“a lot of life crises and stuff,” said Uhlott, now 20, “I 

kept looking, and this is where I found the fullness of 

religion.” 

College briefs... 
Students from St. Meinrad College and Saint Mary 

of the Woods College have been named to the 1996 

Who’s Who Among Students in American 

Universities and Colleges for their nationally out- 
standing campus leadership. 

Students at Saint Mary of the Woods College are: 

Amy Allen, Linda Burger, Sandara Kay Barger, Bonnie 

Bell, Jody Burks, Laura Denise Clayton, Carol Ann 

Cord, Amanda Ann Cox, Barbara Jean Deal, Angela 

Gayle Ebert, Arlene Rose Fekete, Anita Gay Fitzjarrald, 

Jennifer Lee Fredericks, Gayle Kathryn Hampel, Janet 

Ann Hawken, Sharon Karcher, Georgena Elizabeth 

Kelly, Alice Faye Koch, Rose Ann Lenihan, Bobbie 

Long, Stacey Jo Long, Christine Elise Mallette, Janice 

Eileen May, Tammy Denise McGaughey, Angela Jo. 

Mitchell Robinson, Dorothy Mae Nicholas, April Marie 

Patterson, Cari Lyin Ray, Katie Ann Reagan, Dannette 

Richards, Dixie Lyn Turner, Lisa Kae Webster, 

Rebecca Woodrum, Janice Marie Wuestefeld, Juliet 

Janelle VanSant. 
Ten St. Meinrad seniors who were named are: John 

Bouc, Michael Dodd, John Ehrich, Thomas Hensley, 

Matthew Hipwell, William Murrell, Wade Patterson, 

Francisco Salazar, Steven Shockley, and Kevin Thrun, 

Jonathan Meyer of Indianapolis, a student at 

Providence College in Rhode Island was also named. 

ee . 

St. Paul Catholic Center and Students Fellowship will 

perform Agape’, at 2 p.m., Jan. 21, Written by Marty 

Haugen, Agape’ is a one act performance based on the 

structure of the Roman Mass. For more information call 

Mark Erdosy at 812-339-5561. 

  

SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral welcomes 

Grayson Warren Brown 

Fri., Feb. 9, 1996... Concert: 7:30 p.m. 

Sat., Feb. 10, 1996... Workshop 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

at SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral 

Grayson Warren Brown is an internationally known liturgical composer, author and recording artist. He has published 

five colle.-tions of liturgical compositions. “Been So Busy” and “Halfway Home” are his latest releases with Oregon 

Catholic Press. Grayson’s twenty years of experience working in a multicultural parish have given him a unique 

insight into the power that good liturgy can instill in people of all colors and backgrounds. His down-to-earth 

approach to liturgy and scripture, coupled with his dynamic speaking style have made him one of the most sought 

after presenters in the United States today. 

For more information, call 634-4519 
Friday: Concert with Grayson Warren Brown 

Saturday: “Can My Church Really Sing?” and Liturgy & Inculturation 

This workshop & designed to address the age-old question; Can Catholic congregations sing? 

Also included. 

Concert; $5 adm! 
Registration 

ways we can tap into the beauty of many cultures to enhance the liturgy. 

at the door. Reception following. Workshop: $15 per person (includes lunch.) 

is January 31, 1996, Please make checks payable to SS, Peter and Paul Cathedral. 

a s ied  
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Book Review/By Msgr: Charles Dollen 

Minister’s family is str 
BURDEN OF A SECRET by the Rey. Jimmy Allen. 

Moorings (Nashville. Tenn., 1995). 248 pp. $17.99. 

Over 10 years ago.the AIDS virus burst on the scene and 

terrified America. If it was mentioned at all, it was in 

hushed tones that spoke of shame 

Then, the Rev. Jimmy Allen, one-time head of the 

Southern Baptist Convention, found out that AIDS had 

struck his family, not once or twice but four times. His 

daughter-in-law was infected by a blood transfusion during 

  

the birth of her first'son and she transmitted it to him and to 

the second son when he was born, 
When the hospital finally traced the infected blood and 

culled her, the news helped to explain some of the bad 

health all three had endured, but it also brought blind fear. 

So shamed-filled was the illness that the family bound 

itself to secrecy. Dr. Allen’s son, also a Baptist minister, 

turned to his church for help and comfort, but he was 

immediately asked to resign his position. 

Even though Dr. Allen is a man of great faith and prayer, his 

uck with AIDS four times 
book “Burden of a Secret” takes us through the doubts and 

near-despair that filled his soul, He tumed to God with all the 

“why” questions, but there were no certain answers, He had to 

be satisfied with begging for the strength to bear this burden. 

This book is filled with love and pain, fuith and resolve. 

Tt is bound to touch anyone who reads it and help readers 

find a new depth fo their sensitivity, 
(At your bookstore or order prepaid from Ballantine Books, 

Westminster Distribution Center, Hahn Road, Westminster, 

MD 21157. Add $2 for shipping and handling.) 
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Rest in peace 
Please submit in writing to 
our office by 10 a.m. Mon, the 
week of publication; be sure 

to state date of death. 
Obituaries of archdiocesan 
priests and religious sisters 
serving our archdiocese are 

listed elsewhere in The 
Criterion, Order priests and 
brothers are included here, 
unless they are natives of the 
archdiocese or haye other 
connections to it, 

BATES, Dolories “Dody,” 
. 60, St. Gabriel, Connersville, 

Dec, 30, Wife of Robert E. 
Bates; mother of Thomas, 

Timothy Bates, Laura Myers; 

sister of Paul Jr, David, 
Lowell, Phillip, Richard, 
Robert Pflum, Francis Caudle, 
Diane Jones, Marilyn Miles, 
Carolyn Nutty 

BAUMANN, Clyde P., 93, St. 
Joseph Hill, Sellersburg, Dec. 
30. Husband of Elsie Baumann; 
father of Alfred, Anthony, 
Cletus Baumann, Geneva 

Andres; grandfather of 13; 
great-grandfather of 12. 

BAUMANN, Wilbert A.. 73, 
St. Patrick, Indianapolis, Dec. 

21. Brother of Leo D, Baumann, 
Alberta C, Carrico. 

  

BOUSLOG, William J., 75, St. 
Anne, New Castle, Jan. |. 
Brother of Mary K. McIntosh, 

Betty Wilson; uncle of several 
nieces and nephews. 

BRAUN, Virginia, 83, Sacred 
Heart, Jeffersonville, Dec. 9. 
Aunt of several nieces. 

BRUNNER, James E., 34, St. 
Andrew, Richmond, Dec. 27. 
Son of Louis Brunner; brother 
of Louis D, Brunner Il; uncle of 
several nieces and nephews. 

DANNETTELLE, Pauline 
(Rosamond), 78, Rose of Lima, 
Franklin, Jan, 1, Mother of 
David M. Roembke, Anita 
Rhoades, Pauletta Sue, Nina Jo 
Johnson; sister of Sherril 
Mosbaugh; grandmother of 18; 
great-grandmother of 23; great- 
great-grandmother of one, 

DAY, Robert W., 75, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, New 
Albany, Dec. 27, Husband of 
Joann E. “Zipp” Day; father of 

Robert Day Jr., Patricia 

Hedelman, Chi-Chi Julius, 
Ruth Ann Thompson, Denice 
Andres; brother of Clarence 
“Bud,” William Day, Terry 
Stemle, Thelma Fischer; 
grandfather of nine. 

  

DOLL, Elenora M. (Fritsch), 
87, St, Louis, Batesville, Dec 
30. Mother of Mary Jo Bryson, 

Susan Blackburn; sister of 
Josephine Billman; grand- 
mother of six; great-grand- 

mother of four. 

DUARTE, Hazel Irene, 87, St. 
Patrick, Indianapolis, Dec. 19. 
Mother of William Weathers, 
Nancy, Julia Povinelli, Jose- 
phine Buchanan; grandmother 
of 12; great-grandmother of 15; 
great-great-grandmother of one. 

EGER, Lois, 81, Sacred Heart, 
Jeffersonville, Dec. 6, Mother 
of Larry Eger, Anne Tether; 
grandmother of six. 

ELSBERGS, Jazeps, 82, Holy 
Name of Jesus, Beech Grove, 
Dec, 17. Husband of Marija 
Zuzans Elsbergs; father of 
Brigite Browning, Regina 
Garrison, Peter Elsbergs; broth- 
er of Lucy Vics, Helen Blums; 
grandfather of two, 

FERGUSON, Dorothy Mar- 
guerite, 90, St. Philip Neri, 
Indianapolis, Dec. 28. Wife of 
Walter Ferguson; mother of _ 
Patricia Shreffler, Nancy 
Fernandes; sister of Helen 
Allen; grandmother of two. 

FIKE, Joseph M., 84, St. 

Christopher, Indianapolis, Jan. 
2. Father of Martha Cross, Mary 
Jo Eoff, Jean French, William 
Fike; grandfather of seven. 

FREY, Clara, 91, St, Joseph, 
St, Leon, Jan. 1. Sister of 
Amanda Nies, Marie Stenger. 

  

  

  

  

FRY, Rosemary G., 88, St. 
Batholomew, Columbus, Dec. 
27. Wife of Oscar H. Fry; moth- 
er of James Fry, Rita Bachus; 

sister of Clarence Feldman; 
grandmother of five; great- 

grandmother of five. 

GRIFFIN, Nora Mary 
(Boyle), 83, Holy Cross, 

Indianapolis, Nov. 20. Mother 
of John J. Griffin; sister of 
Michael J., Francis R. Boyle; 
grandmother of two, 

GURCHIEK, Thelma M., 80, 
St. Margaret Mary, Terre Haute, 
Dec, 27. Mother of Mary 

Wassel, Anthony Gurchiek; 
grandmother of two. 

GUTZWILLER, Albert J., 76, 
Holy Family, Oldenburg, Jan. 7. 
Husband of Roselyn (Volk) 

Gutzwiller; uncle of several 
nieces and nephews. 

HARING, Mildred M., 77, St. 
Margaret Mary, Terre Haute, 
Dec. 26, Sister of Martha 
Haring. 

HOFF, Ralph J., 78, St. Louis, 
Batesville, Jan, 1. Husband of 
Mary (Flodder) Hoff; brother of 

Loretta Dirks, Virginia Yargus, 
Ethel Seevers. 

IVANCIC, Joseph M,, 89, 
Holy Trinity, Indianapolis, Dec, 
28. Husband of Rose lvancic; 
father of Josephine Sheehan; 
grandfather of six; great-grand- 
father of 11. 

KOERBER, Virginia, 73, St. 
Agnes, Nashville, Dec. 29. Wife 
of George Koerber; mother of 
John, Timothy Koerber. 

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
  

  

  

        
  

  

          
      

  

Sandra, Darlene Kraemer; si 
of Mathilda Crawford, Lucille 
Thomas, Esther Pfeiffer; grand- 

mother of five; great-grand- 

mother of one, 

KULCZYSKI, Peter, 82, 
Sacred Heart, Jeffersonville, 
Dec, 8. Husband of Catherine 
Kulezyski; father of Frances 
Carroll, Jo Anne Smith; broth- 
er of Anna Kulczyski, Helen 
Matuchawiecz; grandfather of 
four; great-grandfather of two. 

LANDWEHR, Hilda M. 
(Broering), 70, St. Lawrence, 

Indianapolis, Dec, 26, Wife of 
Dr. Alfons Landwehr; mother 
of Stephanie C. Koke, 
Timothy J. Landwehr; sister of 
Leo, William, Robert Broer- 
ing; grandmother of three. 

MANSINI, Angelo, 77, St. 
Lawrence, Indianapolis, Dec. 
15, Husband of Jean (O’Con- 
ner) Mansini; father of St. 
Benedictine Father Guy 

Mansini; brother of John P. 
Mansini, Frank, Louis Rocker, 

McKAY, James Stanley Jr., 
54, St. Jude, Indianapolis, 
Dec. 28, Son of James S. Sr., 
Alyce (Munroe) Stanley; 
brother of Steve, Rick, Robert, 
Linda McKay, Stacie 
Goggans, Sandy Stewart, 
Hope McMullen: 

MULLANY, Joh J, Sr, 83; 
St. Philip Neri, Indianapolis, 
Dec, 25. Father of John 
Mullany, Jr.; brother of 
Winifred Muller; grandfather of 
three; great-grandfather of four, 

NEATH, George C.. 78, St. 
Gabriel, Connersville, Jan. 1. 

    

          
  

    

   

      

     

  

   

   
       

Bird 

Krieg Bros.   
| Feeders 

16” cedar wood feeder 
with a self-draining seed 
box. Select either a white 
or colored ceramic St. 
Francis statue.....$41.95 

Hours: Monday thru Friday — 9:30 to 5:30 
Saturday — 9:30 to 5:00 

Parking South of Store 

Catholic Supply House, Inc. 
119 S. Meridian St., Indpis., IN 46225 

(2 blocks South of Monument Circle) 

317-638-3416 1-800-428-3767 

Established 1892 

    

Accountable Direction 

Plan For 
Success. 

881-6670 

    4 

  

ARMBRUSTER 
PC. Certified Public Accountants 

# Registered Investment Advisor 
# Personal Financial Planning 
# Management Consulting Services 
# Pension Plan Consultants 
# Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

Establish Your 
Financial Direction Today. 

Patrick A. Sherman, CPA 
Martin J, Armbruster, CPA, CFP 
John D. Grant, CPA 

Fax 887-5692 
00 S, Madison, 3rd Floor, Greenwood   
    
  

  

Husband of Charlene (Cain) 

arma Henrie bene: Neath; father of Donna Neal, 

31. Mother of William, Goal, Paula Allen, Christopher Neath; 

1 Uu Gilbert, Ronald, Patricia, brohet og Harpe Bese eets 
A ‘ t m grandfather of six; great-grand- 

father of one, 

PlolElTISMPAILIT RECEVEUR, Virginia E., 84, 

FUNERAL HOME SIM MCIEQLER | Shag hx Ay 
\} y | Sea le] | Sister of William J./Jr., Robert 

605 South 25th Street — <— Vv SOTEMMaiateMmuratuta] | tisecs wire nr fon 

Terre Haute, Indiana 4 BEG aa URN RHINEGOLD, Gertrude, 83, 

( Als\stH| ‘AISIT] | Holy Family, Richmond, Dec. 

David Callahan (812) 232-1365 iE a MLSS MR AI ALEY 24. Motcr of Pylis Epure: 
+ | sister of Herman Kutter, Pauline 

Specialized pre-arranged/prepaid funeral arrangements eT Eee Rtitate| | Wille. Agnes Pardieck; grand- 
slolplolM il T RIAL pother of one. | 

! ROSENBERGER, Edward F., 

Tit : 86, St. Michael, Brookville, 

| SHERN EI Dec. 30, Father of Evelyn 
Meyer. 
SCHUBNELL, Marjorie 
Dawn, 68, Sacred Heart, 
Jeffersonville, Dec. 20, Wife of 
Edward T. Schubnell; mother of 
Edward T. Jr., Dennis 
Schubnell, Patricia Bright, _,,. 
Susan Schubnell, Kellie Wilson; 
sister of Don, Bob, Waller 
Elder, 4 

SHELLEY, Sophia Agnes, 92, 
Christ the King, Indianapolis, 
Deé. 25. Mother of Wally 
Nowicki; grandmother of five; 
great-grandmother of one, 

TANDY, Joseph L., 62, Sacred 
Heart, Jeffersonville, Dec. 24. 
Husband of Elizabeth Tandy; 
father of Julie Leezer, Paul S. 
Tandy; brother of William 
Tandy, Damion Tandy Jr. 

WERNER, Anna M., 64, Holy 
Family, Oldenburg, Jan. 4, Wife 
of Ralph N, Wemer; mother of 
Ralph E., Ray Wermer, Patricia 

  

Greiwe, Clara Gillman; grand- 
mother of eight. 

WILLIAMS, Ralph B., 77, St 
Mary, Richmond, Dec. 20. 
Husband of Mary M. (Sonsini) 
Williams; father of Ann 
Marcum, Shirley Lainhart; 
brother of Dorothy Price; grand- 
father of three, 

WYSS, Herman J., 79, St. 
Patrick, Indianapolis, Dec. 24. 
Husband of Betty J. Wyss; 
father of Herman Wyss, Mary 
Jackson, Martha Dwigans, 
Sophia Coop, Sarah Sharp, 
Treasa McCorkle; brother of 
Albert Wyss, Agnes Speck, 
Mary Ann Candler; grandfather 
of 19; great-grandfather of 12. 

ZINSER, Robert A., 57, St. 
Peter, Brookville, Dec, 23. 
Husband of Mary Zinser; broth- 
er of James Zinser, Joyce Rush 
Gretna. 

Providence Sister 
Margaret Irene 
Miles was 89 

Providence Sister Margaret 
_Irene Miles, 89, died on Jan. 2. 

A Mass was held on Jan. 4 at 
Si. Rita Church in Indianapolis. 
On Jan. 5, a Mass was celebrat- 
ed at the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception, St. 
Mary of the Woods. 

Sister Margaret Irene served 
for more than 25 years at St. 
Rita Parish in Indianapolis, 
recently as pastoral associate. 
She had also served as a teacher 
at St. Anthony and St. Andrew, 
in Indianapolis; at St, Patrick, 
Terre Haute; in the Gary and 
Evansville dioceses and the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, 

Illinois, 

Sister Margaret Irene’s broth- 
er Walter Miles died on Jan. 5. 
She is still survived by brothers 
Charles and Bernard Miles, and 
a sister Bernice Bullock. 

Franciscan Sister 

Lidwina Merkel, 91, 

* dies at motherhouse 
Franciscan Sister Lidwina 

Merkel died Jan, 5. She was 91, 
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated on Jan, 8 at the 
motherhouse. |" 

ster Lidwina entered the 
Oldenburg Franciscan commun- 
ity in 1925 and professed her 
final vows in 1931. 

She taught at St. Mary, Mill- 
housen; St, John, Dover; St. 
Anne, Hamburg; St, Paul, New 
Alsace; St. John, Enochsburg; 
Holy Family, Oldenburg; St. 
Mary Aurora; St. Joseph, 
Shelbyville; St. Mary, 
Rushville; St. Christopher, 
Indianapolis; and St. Anthony, 
Morris; as well as schools in 
Ohio and Missouri. She retired 
to the motherhouse in 1982, } 

Sister Lidwina is survived by | 

a brother, Nicholas Merkel and. | 
two sisters, Otilia Scheid and 
Franciscan Sister Romana 
Merkel. 
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sitions Available 
  

Director of Religious Education 
Saint Anthony Parish, Clarksville, IN, 1,000 families, New Albany 

Deanery, is seeking a full-time Director of Religious Education; 

MA in Theology, Religious Studies or Education preferred. 

Responsibilities include: catechetical progtams for children and 

youth; sacramental programs; Christian Initiation of Adults and 

Children and Adult Education, 

For additional information contact: Fr. Dismas Veeneman, 812- 

282-2290, Send resume by Feb, | to: DRE Search Committee, 

Saint Anthony Parish, 316 North Sherwood Avenue, Clarksville, 

IN 47129. 

Res 

+ Life/Health 
+ Medicare Supplement 

* Annuities 
* Income Replacement 
* Long Term Care 

BANKERS 

INCOME TAX preparation by a 
former IRS agent. Prepares all 
returns - very reasonable. Call 
317-877-3410. 

INTL TTT 

MOBILE COMPUTER worksta- | | Chicago, IL 60654-2014 
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HELPING YOU TO SAVE 

ON YOUR INSURANC KE NEEDS 

ANNA DUJAN 
543-9270 
782-1252 

SINGLE CEMETERY lot, 
Oaklawn, Catholic section. $350 
negotiable. 317-632-2102 

between 7-8 p.m, 

TABLECLOTH, EUROPEAN 
lace, “Alpine Rose” pattern, ecru 
color, 59° x 108* oval. $50. Call 
317-786-7286 for more informa- 
tion, 

TABLECLOTH, EUROPEAN 
lace. “Hearts & Flowers" pat- 
tem, ecru color. 60" x 108" rec- 

  

  

Ascension School Principal 
Ascension School is seeking an energetic Principal with strong 

interpersonal skills for 490 students, K-8, 

Qualifications: Must be a practicing Catholic with a master’s 

degree in education. Administrative and religious certificates 
preferred. Excellent communication skills, educational leader- 
ship, commitment to academic excellence and the teaching of 
the Church. 

Send replies and resumes to: Rev, John Helm, c/o Ascension 
Church, 4600 Lynnbrook Drive, Louisville, KY 40220, by 
January 18, 1996. 
  

  

. 
Retail Careers 

What you should know about Leslies Pool Supplies: 

* The nation’s #1 leader in pool supplies and equipment, 
* Over 250 Company stores strong and growing, 
* Thorough training program, hn 
* A fast-paced retail environment where high quality standards 

get rewarded with solid advancement opportunities: 

+ Store Manager + Assistant Managers * Sales Associates * 

Please call: Tim 257-7911, or Andy 882-1451, of send resume 
to Leslies, Pool Supplies, 7211 N, Keystone Ave., Indply., IN 

  

  TTT TTT 
etait te) LU Je vere, - 

Assistant Housekeeper (parttime) 
Fatima Rétfeat House, located at 5353 East 56th Street, is seeking a 

part-tithe Assistant Housekeeper, This person will be responsible for 
assisting in maintaining the order and cleanliness of Fatima Retreat 
House to ensure an environment of comfort and convenience for both 

program participants and staff.’ i 

Requirements include: a high school diploma or its equivalent; house: 
Keeping experience is preferred. The job will be about 15 hours per 
week, including daytime and some evening work, ; 

Please call 317-236-1594 for an application or send resume, in confi- 

dence, to: Ed Isakson, Director of Human Resources, The Archdiocese 
of Indianapolis, P.O. Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 46026. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Youth Ministry Director 
Full-time youth ministry director wanted for a rapidly 

growing Catholic parish. 

Responsible for catechesis for grades 9-12 and social/ser? 
vice activities for grades 7-12. 

  

  

Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience required. 

Send resume and references to; Youth Minister Search 
Committee, Holy Spirit at Geist, 10350 Glaser Way, 
Fishers, IN 46038, 3 5 7 
  

  

. Maintenance Position 
ant} 

Northside parish has need for a Maintenance person. 
Skills required are varied: some carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical, painting, etc. Rogjtion includes some janitorial 
responsibilities, Will consider either full- or part-time, 

Contact; Ed Isakson, Director of Human Resources, The 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis, P.O. Box 1410, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. 317-236-1549. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
  

  ate 
Principal 

Marquette High School, Ottawa, IL. Applications are invited for the 
position of principal of Marquette High School, a 9 through 12 school 
with 270 students, Marquette is a Catholic, Diocesan-supported, col- 
lege preparatory schoo! devoted to the spiritual, academic, social, and 
athletic growth of the young people we serve. 
We seek a principal with a master’s degree. solid academic credentials, 
established. managerial and financial skills, and excellent public rela- 
tion communications and recruiting skills, for a fall 1996 opening. 

Please request our application package from: William H. Franklin, 
Marquette Education Commission, P.O, Box 1008, Onawa, IL 61350. 

Fax 815-433-6438.       

tion for sale, Single on/off switch 
controls the entire unit. 
Grounded four-outlet electrical 
assembly. eet provides six 
square feet of work space. Work 
surface adjusts from 23° to 27° 
and top shelf can be lowered. 
All steel construction, chrome 
legs and 4” casters, Excellent 
condition! Make an offer! Call 
Deborah at 317-236-1580 or 
317-578-1672. Leave message 
‘on voice mail, 

  

ra 
@®, 3173922320009 SS 

11 sar Ae ye HO 
  

  

New CLocks 
45% to 63% off on Howard Miler & 
Ridgeway Clocks. Also, Black Forest 
‘Cuckoo Clocks and a fine line of Swiss 
music boxes, 

A Time To Remember... nastwie, 
812-088-8463 or 1-800-267-7756 
  

  

Calligraphy 

Reasonable Rates! 
Call Alma, 

317-545-5896. 

CLOCK REPAIR: 
  

shoil biéetrié, a Atos. We! 4 

S-5203 

Hae 

KELLY'S 
GUTTER SERVICE 

Gutter Cleaning * Free Estimates 
Guaranteed Work Call 

889-2985 or 897-1460 
(of duty indianapolis Fire ighten 

HAMMANS ELECTRIC, INC. 
— Electrical — Complete 

Installations, Service & Repairs. 
Licensed-Bonded-insured. 

Emergency Service, 
Senior Citizens Discount. 

317-634-5886 

tangle. $50. Call 317-786-7266 
for more information.   

Sterling 
OPTicaAe 

Castieton Square, 
842-2602 

“Al Your Eyecore Needs” 
members of St. Thomas Apostie 

PATE 

BUYING OR SELLING? 

CENTRAL FLORIDA retire- 
ment, lakefront, 14 X 70 mobile 
home. Fishing, golt, tumished, 2 
BR, 1 BA, H & AC, porch, dock. 
$18,900. Call 317-823-9272. 

  

ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY lots 
(Two), ($525 each), located in 

S.E. corner, formerly (infant- 
section-B.) 317-852-1114 or 
317-852-7957. 

  
  

  

  2 PLOTS in Calvary Cemeter 
Will sell at discount. 317-88 
1322, 

  

170,000 People 
Will Read 
This Space 

In One Week. 

All Types 
Serving Marion County 236-1572 

TEM ELELF 

Don't open another Christmas Club to earn 4% interest! 
Through our Weekly Mortgage Acceleration Plan you can Increase the equity in your 

. home; become debt free YEARS early; have access to thousands of dollars to use for 

= the Christmas of your. dreams, or whatever your heart desires! All without hassles, 

Si} credit checks or changes to your current, mortgage. i 

‘Call Today for a FREE compater analysis. 317-897-9832 ext. 

  

  maou RLAL To 
‘Th reasacts 
14 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE 
EXPERIENCE, DEDICATION, AND. 
KNOWLEDGE TO WORK FOR YOU. 
"Peanalized Service” 

J.C. ELECTRIC 
787-5367 - 253-1142 

Electrical Wiring           
  

  

14.     
  

A Time To Remember... vastwee, 
612-068-8463 or 1-800-267-7756 

GET $$5$$$ 
Git the séoop on 

manufacturers’ rebates 
through a monthly rebate 
newsletter, Know what to 

buy BEFORE you buy and 
get $3555 back 

  

  

For a year subscription 
send $12.00 check or 

wmioney Order to: 
_ WISE CONSUMER 

Ni \ NEWSLETTER, 
2Q1AN, Fares, Evansville, IN 47711 

Tac EL 

HANDYMAN 
Painting, Kitchen & Bath 

Remodeling Residential Roofing 
All Types General Home Repair 
Dependable/Insured/Family Man 

357-8955 

  

  

race 
ESTIMATES     
  

Support Our Advertisers 

For Complete Building 
Material Needs See... 

Powell-Stephenson 

Lumber 
2723S. 7th St.__ 235-6263 

SE 
OOSIER 

PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND COOLING CO. 

1127 Miller Ave. 392-3269 

  

    
  

  
  

2 0,00 
($1,00 foreach additional line or fraction thereof) 
Write your chissified ad on this Cbupoh and send it to.us with payment. This special rate 

‘ applies to adVertisement which are mailed in or brought in, but not to phoned-in ads. This 

coupon DOES NOT. APPLY to: ANY Business ads of iovenas. The coupon is for use by 

individuals ONLY. For novena pri¢ing call (317) 236-1572. : 

Advertisers may place ads at commercial rates by calling (317) 236-1572, or Fax: (317) 

236-1593, Classification: (fot sale, for rent, etc.), f 

Write your ad below with ONE WORD PER SPACE, including the phone 

number you want in your ad. 

Ad: (four words per line) 

  

  

  

  

Deadline: Thursday, 4:30 p.m., 8 days in advance of Friday publication date. 

Name 

Address Phone 

Mail this coupon with payment to: Classified Ads, The Criterion, P.O. 1717, 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1717 

Or charge my: OVISA OMasterCard 

Card # 
  

ane Signature 
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In Observance of 

      
January 15th 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

    

  

  

  

«- Since 1890 (317) 634-5100 (a) puekmer 

Willis Mortuary ‘Electric Co. 

632 .N. MLL. King Jr. Street/Indianapolis, IN 46202 

Experience + Understanding + Dignity INDUSTRIAL 

“Distinctive Funeral Services 

Within The Means Of All” 

Pre-Need Funeral Plan 
LICENSED & BONDED 

      
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 

   

  

HEALTHCARE CENTER 
3549 N. Boulevard Place * Indianapolis, IN 46208 

A Caring Neighborhood Facility 

      

Offering the following: 

Intermediate & Skilled Activity Programs 

Care 

  

Religious Services 

  

Physical Therapist 

  

Daily Visiting Hours 

        

        
  

cen “The ultimate 

OME LEV measure of a 
man is not 

where he stands 
in moments of 
comfort and 

where he stands 

in times of 

  

Notary Public Service 
Speech Therapist 

y 317-924-1051 ei e Short & Long-Term 

q 
Occupational Therapist Stays 

George Greene Melroy Ervin Adolph Buckner —_3917N. Park Avenue 
Owner & Funeral Director Funeral Director Owner Indianapolis, IN 46205 Special Diets 24-Hour Physicians 

Beauty & Barber On Bus Route for       
       

    

Services. 

Medicaid Certified 

317-925-9681 

Easy Visitation 
    

    

   
  

GRUNDY 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Oscar O. GruNDY, FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

2357 Dr. Martin Lutuer Kina JR. St, INvpLs. 46208 

convenience, but Pu, 925-2323 

    WE OFFER PRE-PLANNING SERVICE, 

  

    

  

      
  

    
  

   

challenge and oY 
controversy. 2 In Honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

7 
sons 

Phillips Temple - 
C.M.E. Church 

< 210 E. 34th Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46205 . i indianapolis, Indiana co ae 

Oliver Dewayne Walker, Pastor 
. 

we 

In Honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day } 317-925-2000 

ARCHDIOCESAN BLACK CATHOLICS CONCERNED 
P.O. BOX 88078 INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46208-0078 

; WHY AN ORGANIZATION OF BLACK caTuouics?772 | || CRAIG FUNERAL HOME ING... 
TO DEVELOP BLACK LEADERSHIP and to RECOGNIZE 3447 North College Avenue « Indianapolis, Indiana 46205-3798 

AND DEVELOP OUR GIFTS so that we can BRING OUR 
GIFT OF BLACKNESS TO OUR PARISH AND OUR (317) 923-1359 

- CHURCH thus UNIFYING THE CATHOLIC FAITH (PERSONALIZED FUNERAL SERVICE) « SINCE 1936 
BY OUR EVANGELIZATION William M. Craig, Funeral Director Manager - ii. % 

president — David Weir Joseph E, Shelton, Funeral Director-Embalmer s 

  

   

Julia A. Craig, President 

        MEMBERSHIP ENCOURAGED FOR ALL BLACK CATHOLICS a Rev, Shirley Pippens-Baker/ Funeral Director-Attendant 

  

 


