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Five laypeople receive papal honor

Jerry Craney, John Etling, Margaret
Nelson, Benedictine Sister Mary Philip
Seib, Lillian Stevenson to receive Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice medal Feb. 19

L by William R Bruns

Pope John Paul Il has honored five lay
of the archdiocese.

Named to receive the Pro Ecclesia et
Pontifice (For the Church and the Pontiff)
award are J. Jerome (Jerry) Craney of Beech
Grove, John Etling of Terre Haute, Margaret

Nelson of Indianapolis, Benedictine Sister
Mary Philip Seib of Beech Grove, and Lillian
Stevenson of

Indianapolis.

The Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice award is given
by the pope to Catholics in recognition of
service o the church and the papacy. It will
be conferred on the five la le at a
ceremony in the cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul
at3 p.m.Sunday, Feb. 19

Alo during this service, five priests of
the archdiocese, named by the to
special honors in December, will be
invested. Msgr. Francis Tuohy will be
invested as protonotary apostolic, the
highest honorary title the pope can

bestow on a priest, and four priests will
be invested as prelates of honor with the
title monsignor: Richard C. Lawler, Ber-
nard R. Schmitz, Kenny C. Sweeney, and
John M. Wright |

Jemry Craney is a musician, educator, and
parish Liturgist. Since his graduation from
the Jordan School of Music at Butler
University, he has devoted humself to the
people of Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Beech
Grove. During those years, Craney has
served as a full-ime music teacher in Holy
Name Elementary School and a full-time
parish musician Over the years, numerous
articles have praised the Holy Name music
program. Under his direction, the students
entrusted to his care have won many awards
in instrumental and vocal music

Craney's contributions to the liturgical
music of the pansh include the formation
and direction of a men’s choir, a women'’s
chair, a boys’ chowr, a girls’ choir, and a

(See FIVE LAYPEOPLE. page 3)

on Feb. 2. A stockbroker by trace, Bayley told
that “insiders” invest in the campaiga. (Photo

Msgr. Sweeney, communications
leader, plans to retire Feb. 15

S by Marxarel Nelson

Msgr. Kenny C. Sweeney, a nationally-
recognized trailblazer in religious communi
cations, will retire on Feb 15 He has been
pastor of Chnst the King Church in
Indianapolis since 1980

The parish plans to honor Msgr Swevney
ata reception at Chatard High School from 3
t 6 pm. on Sunday, Feb 12 Friends and
former panishioners are welcome to attend

Beginning in the late 'S0s Father Sweeney
narrated the Christmas Midnight Mass on
television and radio, as well as ainng
catechism, stories about samnts, and the
rosary. In 1963, he began the Dial-A-Movw
service which continues to provide Catholic
classifications of films shown in the a

He was threetime president of
national Catholic Broadcasters” Association
and founding president of UNDA
truly a leader ot Catholic communica
the US,” smd Charles Schisla, director of
media relations for the archdiooese
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chairman of the Priests
has become the Counail of Priests
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Marriage Encounter
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by John F Fink

The Family Division the  United
Catholic Appeal kicked off its campaign

with a meeting of archdiccesan employees

on Tuesday, Feb 2

The Family Division was created in 1992

ﬁ as the lead division for the dlergy, lay and
T religous employees who carry out the
ministry of the archdiocesan agencies and

a departments
Charles | Schisla, director of media

L2 United Catholic Appea!
‘nited as One 5

DRIVE KICK-OFF—United Catholic Appeal G
speakers at the kick-off of the Family Division at the

eneral Chairman LH. Bayley is one of the
Archbishop O'Meara Catholic Center

by Margaret Nelson)

Catholic Appeal’s Family
Division kicks

that i's imp

off drive

relations in the Cathohc Commurications
Center, who has chaired the division for the
past three years, served as master of
ceremonies for the meeting Providence
Sister Lawrence Ann Liston, archdiocesan
associate director of Catholic and
one of the vice chairs, led a prayer s
schisla then introduced Indiarapolis
bishop Daniel M Buechlen

chiishop noted that the theme of
er service was “We Are All One
He said that the archdiocese is a body
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DISCUSS PLAN REVISION—Some of those present at a meeting at the Archbishop
(O’Meara Catholic Center Jan. 31 discuss new and emerging needs that should be addressed
in revisions to the Archdiocesan Strategic Plan. (Photo by Dan Conway)

Third meeting held to discuss
revisions to the strategic plan

things provide archdiocesan leaders with a
report on the progress to date in the
mplementation of the plan’s key objectives
and action steps, and identify the new and
continuing needs of the archdiocesan church
that should be addressed in the revised
strateggic plan
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byAnhblwhup l)mm M. Bue rhlzm C

One of the great priv nm-s of being archbishop is to see
first hand, and yet in a very large picture, the many unsung
generous leaders in our church community. Leaders in any
endeavor are not only those who have
been formally designated. A lot of good
wouldn’t happen if there weren't a lot
of generous hands and hearts to make
ithappen, and often that is done behind
the scenes. As Archbishop I look for
ways to recognize all of you who are
the unsung servant leaders of our
church. You folks have a permanent
and fond place in my daily Masses and
prayers.

What else can one do? You are so
many! | realize God inspires you to serve generously in
our parish communities and schools, in our service
organizations, in healthcare and childcare, in ministry
to the poor of all ages. That same motivation makes you
shy away from public recognition. You are a beautiful
and powerful, if rather quiet, witness in our community
of faith. And God’s reward will be greater than any
recognition we humans can devise.

‘That being said, it is also true that our larger community
of faith doesn’t always notice the and breadth of
generous ministry in the archdiocese and we can also forget
the extent and the challenge of our church’s mission. In our

SEEKING THE FACE OF THE LORD

Recogmzmg unsung servant leaders

busy workaday world we lose sight of the big picture. All ot
us can take both the people who go the extra mile to serve
and the mission they serve for granted

And s0 1t is that the church makes available to us a way of
hononng generous servants and a way of lifting up aspexcts of
our mission that we can otherwise take for granted. There are
papal honors both for ordained and non-ordained servants of
the church Priests may be recognized with the title of
monsignor. Lay people may be recognized with the Pro Ecclesst
et Pontifice (For the Church and the Pontitf) award. The papal
honors of the Catholic Church serve an important purpose
They tell us that we don't want to take generous people for
gr.mud and they provide an opporturity to highlight aspects
of ministry and service in order to inspire and encourage all of
us to value this service.

There is a difficulty, of course, in confernng such honors
because to confer them on everyone who might be
deserving would defeat the purpose of the recognition. For
this reason some people choose not to request the conferral
of papal honors at all. I used to think that way, but I have
come to see that we need to recognize generous service and
fidelity in our midst. [ have learned that when one honors
some of those who serve among us, all of us are atfirmed in
our service. When some pniests are honored, our entire

presbyterate is honored. When some of our unsung lay and |

religious leaders are honored, all who serve the church
Emmal» are honored Maybe most important of all, 1

ve learned that those generous folks who are not chosen
for public recognition are also generous in their happiness
for those who are

Before Christmas we announced the recognition of tive
monsignors. Last Friday 1 received notification from the
papal pro-nuncio, Archbishop Cacviavillan that five people
have been recognuzed with the Pro E¢ et Pontifice award
These papal honors will be conferred publicly during a
prayer service at the cathedral at 3 pm Sunday, Feb. 19.
While specific people will be honored, our prayer will be
one of gratitude for the magnificent grace God has given our
archdiocese We will pray gratefully for all of you who do
so much to carry on God's work in our workaday lives

What aspects of ministry do the awards highlight? The
common thread 1s generous. taithful service for a long time.
Msgr Tuohy led the archdiocese as vicar general during
very challenging times Msgr. Sweeney founded our
communications du;\nrtm.-m Msgr. Lawler is a steady,
trusted leader for priests. Msgr Schmitz pastors four

rishes with a smile! Msgr. Wright is an outstanding
military chaplain in our nation Jerry Craney makes music
happen. especially for children John Etling leads Catholic
Chanties” service to the poor in Terre Haute. Margaret
Nelson is a reporter who writes (and bakes and sews and
suffers) for the poor. Even in sickness, Sister Mary Philip
Seib lives what she believes as a religious. Lillian Stevenson
lives the nobility of serving poor children in Catholic
education. The stories of these honorees are more fully told
elsewhere in The Criterion.

Thousands of people do God's work as they serve the
multi-faceted mission of our archdiocese. It is through our
shared service that so much of God's grace finds its beautiful
expression. Come pray with us in thanksgiving on Feb. 19!

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY

News—a banner headline on Page One—

Wanted: more accuracy in the secular media

by John F. Fink
Edutor, The Criterion

magazine and FADICA (Foundations and
Donors in Catholic Activities) The
issue was addressed dunng a convention of

peniodicals show that many people in the
Jewish community feel that there is anti-
Semitism in the media. And Edward Sage, in
The American Inmmdlﬂddmu Socwl Scrences,

cliches,” the most popular of which is
“Islamic terronsts
In his talk at the symposium sponsored

by FADICA, John Seigenthaler, founder of

Freedom Forum First Amendment
Center at Vanderbilt University, former
editor  and uhhshﬂ of the Nashville
Tennesecan and founding editonial director of
USA Today, :md “There is very, very little
difference among Catholic, mainline Protes-
tant, and Fundamentalist Protestant in their
view about how the media tunction. They all
think the media are unfair to religion
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He was speaking about a study made by
his centerthat was published the title
“Bridging the Gap: Religion and the News

Media  That report showed that religious

lﬂdtrs see news wvmge of rdquon as
dequate, in error, and X

A pnime example of why people feel that

way was the Jan. 30 story msﬁ:’ Indumapolis

about al made by former
ers of St get's Church that the church
was closed in order to sell the property. The
story hﬁsh;ﬁhmermvn\dmm
ly by including a

‘mu “The worst part ';'f»;.yfmm
from the Catholic Center was honest enough
to tell the panshioners the truth.”

The whole truth about the closing of St.
Bmigﬂwneoldanh-nmﬂrd«mwu

Catholic Appeal’s Family
Division kicks off drive

(Continued from page 1)

and, like any body, it has physical, spintual,
psychological and intellectual needs. The
church, he said, speaks to the holistic body

Archbishop Buechlein said that 45
percent of the ministry of the archdiocese
1s made possible by the United Catholic
Appeal. He said that employees contrib-
ute to that mission in two ways: first
through contributed services, working at
less than the market value of their efforts,
and second, through direct contributions
to the United Catholic Appeal

He encouraged 100 percent participation
of all employees in this year's campaign,
saying that he didn't care as much about
how much each employee gave as the
percentage of participation

The archbishop said that he had
already made his commitment for this
year. He said that. if anyone was
interested, his salary is the same as that of
any other priest who was ordained in
1964 (He also said that he took a cut in
his salary when he came from Memphis )

L. H Bayley, general chairman of this
year's campaign, told the employees that the
United Catholic Appeal has similanties with
his profession as a stockbroker because
people invest their money in what the
archdiocesan  agencies do. He saud that
another similarity is that, when evaluating
stocks, he asks, Are the insiders buying”
That, he said, is a good test for purchasing
stock and is a good reason why it's
important for employees to invest in the
United Catholic Appeal

This year’s promotional video was
shown. It showed how the money
contributed i1s used by some of the
archdiocesan agencies.

Two special speakers were introduced
by Edward Isakson. archdiocesan director
of human resources and the other vice chair
of the Family Division Jim Hart, a board
member of the Dyslexia Institute of Indi-
ana, talked about the prominence of
Catholic teachers among those who teach
dyslexic children and others with learning
disabilities.

second speaker was Lucille Miller,
an 83-year-old woman who participates
in the northside adult day care center
known as A Caring Place She was
accompanied by Providence Sister Susan
Dinnin, director of the center. Miller
talked about the benefits she has found at
the center since her husband died five
vears ago

Schisla said that the goal for the
Family Division this year is $100,000 Of
that, he said, $30860 has already been
committed by Archbishop Buechlein and
several other lead gifts

This vear the clergy and parish life
coordinators of the archdiocese have been
invited to contribute to the United
Catholic Appeal through the Family
Division. All contributions made through
the Family Division are credited to the
emplovee's parish

The Family Division
conclude on March 15

campaign  will

Msgr. Kenny Sweeney to retire

{Continued from page 1
the same time becomung director of the
Catholic Information Center (forerunner of
the Catholic Communications Center)

In 1960, Father Sweeney added teaching
at St Mary and St John academies to his
work at the information center. In 1967,
while still director of the CIC, he became
director of Fatima Retreat House, where he
stayed until 1976. He resigned as communi-
cations director in 1974, and took graduate
studies in Armerican College, Louvain
Belgium in 1976

Father Sweeney

began serving as

pastor of Sacred Heart, Jeffersonvil'e, in
1977 In 1982, two vears after he became
Christ the King, he was
» the Board of Consultors for
chdiocese. In 1985, he became dean
of the North Deanery

On Nov. 24, Father Sweeney was
appointed prelate of honor—known as
monsignor—by the Vatican

Msgr Sweeney will leave to reside in
Scottsdale, Anz., atter a formal ceremony of
investiture for hum and four other monsi-
gnors at SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral on Feb.
Yat3pm

than a year ago—and the

sale of the property was not one of
the factors. Yet the News published as fact
rumors started by disgruntled former pa-
rishioners, giving a banner headline on Page
One to a year-old story.

It then tried to give credence to the
allegations by stating that “documents now
in the hands of Vatican officials indicate”
that the church was closed in order to sell the
property. Those documents turned out to be
nothing more than a claim by a few of the
former parishioners that that was why the
church was closed. There were no facts on
which to base such a claim since the claim is
fallacious.

The tendency in the secular media to
become more  sensational in its news
coverage has damaged their credibility
among many Americans. Some organiza-
tions within the press are trying o do
something about that. Four joumnalism
groups, for example—the Amencan Society
of Newspaper Editors, the Associated Press
Managing Editors, the National Conference
of ldmmal Writers, and the Society of

) )

lha( promote accuracy and fairness in the
media

Good journalists want their stories to be
accurate We would like to see greater efforts
to achieve that
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Five laypeople

(Continued from 1
young people’s ensemble. For more than 25
years, the parsh has offered an annual
Christmas concert that has become part of
the Christmas tradition of the archdiocese

Craney will retire from time teaching
this June after a quarter century of service to
the school. However, he plans to continue his
music ministry at the parish

John Etling is director of Catholic
Chanties for the Terre Haute Deanery of the
archdiocese. Under his direction, the Terre
Haute Catholic Chanties operation has
grown and continues to grow. Originally a
high school art teacher, Etling began
working as a part-time director 25 years ag
At that time, he was not a Catholic, but he
was received into the Catholic Church nearly
15 years ago

Because of his dedication and enthusi
astic approach, Ca Charities  of
Terre Haute has become a comprehensive
direct-services  agency pri y
purpose is to serve the poor, the elderly
the homeless, neglected children, and all
others who are in need

whose

The agency runs two congregate-living
homes for the elderly, a vouth center
featuring a latch-key program, an emer
gency shelter for the homeless, a tree soup
kitchen, a free clothes closet, an outreach
counseling service for teen-age mothers, and
a free foodbank. The toodbank alone
distributes more than 120,000 pounds of
food each month to 115 member-agencies in
seven west-central Indiana counties.
Margaret Nelson is senior editor of
The Criterion. Widowed at an early age,
she raised her five children while remain-
ing an active member of St. Andrew the
Apostle Parish in Indianapolis She has
served as a member of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, the parish liturgy commut-
tee, and various other school and parish
activities. She visits the homebound. She
reE:‘hvl_\' makes and decorates special
cakes, cookies, and other baked goods tor
special events and coordinates the annual

During this celebration of prayer
The Reverend Monsignor Francis R. Tuohy
will be invested as
Protonotary Apostolic

The Reverend Monsignor Richard C. Lawler
The Reverend Monsignor Bernard R. Schmitz
The Reverend Monsignor Kenny C. Sweeney
The Reverend Monsignor John M. Wright

will be invested as

Prelates of Honor to His Holiness

Papal honors are awarded as a token
of gratitude and indebtedness for many years
of exemplary service to the Church.

A reception will immediately follow at

The Archbishop O'Meara Catholic Center

Assembly Hall

The Most Reverend Daniel M. Buechlein, O.S.B.
requests the honor of your presence at
Midafpternoon Prayer

Sunday, February 19, 1995
3:00 p.m.
J SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral
1347 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, Indiana

L

and

*

receive honor from the

uses to report accurately and completely the
Above Nelson's
n from

St. Nicholas visit to Holy Family Sh

news of the local church

banners, and altar cloths for ¢
and for the weekly
shut-ins
For nearly 10 vears, Nelson has enhanced
the faith life of readers of
ugh her journalistic abils

desk at Th
Mother Teresa ot Cal e close to Jesus
50 that he can wrnite with vour hand
Benedictine Sister Mary Philip Seib s a
founding member of Our Lady of Grace
Monastery, Beech Grove She has served as

Mass for

televised

MONSIGNORI—The monks of St. Meinrad Archabbey honor the five recently-elevated
priests of the archdiocese during a Mass at the archabbey church on the feast of St. Meinrad,
Jan. 21. All are alumni of St. Meinrad Seminary. Msgr. Francis Touhy, named protonotary
apostolic by Pope John Paul 11 last November, ided. \ David Lawler and Kenny
Sweeney participated, but Msgrs. Bernard Schmitz and John Wright were unable to join the
monks. The men will be formally invested at SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral on Feb. 19 at 3
p.m. (Photo courtesy St. Meinrad Seminary)

*

L

A reception will immediately follow at
The Archbishop O'Meara Catholic Center
Assembly Hall

R S.VP is requested no
later than February 15, 1995
Cathy Berghoff, 236-1428

The Most Reverend Daniel M. Buechlein, O.S.B.
requests the honor of your presence at
Midafternoon Prayer

Sunday, February 19, 1995
3:00 p.

SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral
1347 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, Indiana

During this celebration

Mr. James J. Craney
| Mr. John Etling
Mys. Margaret Nelson
Sister Mary Philip Seib, 0.S.B.
Ms. Lillian Stevenson

will receive the

Papal
Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Award

in recognition of their many years of service
to the Church and the papacy

pope

an elementary teacher and admunustrator.
She also served as the second elected pnoress
of the monastery for a number of vears.

Sister Mary Philip. along with another
Benedictine sister. pioneered the role of
pastoral associate in several archdiocesan
rural panshes In “retirement” she con-
tinues a devotion to praver and trust in
God's Providence

Lillian Stevenson has been a leader in
the Atncan-Amencan Catholic commu-
nity i Indianapolis for a number of
vears In 1982 she became coordinator of
the social ministry center of St Rita
Parish in Indianapolis, where she over-
sees the operation of a very large tood
pantry J.\ﬁ clothing outlet In addition,
she manages an oftce at St Rita that
healthy dabies as it assists
women i receiving needed
tion

focuses on

pregnar

son 1S memb r of the St
du Pav! Disaster Commuttee. the
Catholic Charities Board of Directors. the
Archaiocesan Black Catholies Concerned.
and the Red Cross Disaster Board She is
a past recipient of Catholic Social Serv-
wes Spint of Indy” award and has been
recognized by the Indianapolis Mayor's
Task Force tor Healthy Babies and by the
National Council of Negro Women

The Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice award is one of
two medals given to members of the Catholic
laity (The other is the Benemerenti ... “Toa
well-deserving person’). The Pro Ecclesw et
Pontitice honor was established in 1888 as a
way for Pope Leo NI to show his
appreciation for those who had assisted in
the observance of this golden jubilee of
ordination to the priesthood and to recog-
nize those persons who had helped make
Vatican Exposition held that year a success.

The award is a medal with accompanying
documents. The medal is i the form of &
cross and bears the likeness of S5 Peter and
Paul and the papal tiara and keys. The words
Pro Ecclesia et Ilmmﬁu and the name of the
current pope appear on one side. The medal
15 attached to a ribbon of yellow and white,
the papal colors.

R.S.V.P is requested no
later than February 15, 1995
Cathy Berghoff, 236-1428
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FROM THE EDITOR

bv /olm F. Flnk

Has our modemn society ever heard that detraction is
sinful? Heaven knows, we commit it often enough With the
proliferation of what has come to be known as “tabloid
journalism” on television and in print
media, | think we violate the Eighth
Commandment more than any other
including the Sixth. (Also, when did the
word “tabloid” come to have a racy
connotation when it really has to do
with a newspaper’s size? The Criterion is
a tablod )

The FEighth Commandment is
“You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor ” However
the church has always taught that
we may not injure our neighbor’s reputation even
witness we bear isn't false

We are all entitled to a good reputation. The “Catecrusin
of the Catholic Church” says that “respect for the reputation
of persons forbids every attitude and word likely to cause
them unjust injury” (No 2477), and the Code of Canon Law
says, “No one is permiitted to damage unlawfully the good
reputation which another person enjoys nor to violate the

of another person to protect his or her own privacy
(Canon 220)

PEOPLE SEEM TO REALIZE that it's wrong to lie—"to
speak a falsehood with the intention of deceiving,” in St
Augustine’s classic definiion. But they don’t seem to realize
that it's just as wrong to spread the truth about someone if
that truth will injure his or her reputation. Detraction is the
act of revealing, without obxtively valid reason, another's
true but hidden faults and failings to a person or people who
did not know them

Detraction 1s one of three sins that can damage

What happened to the sin of detraction?

someone’s reputation. The others are rash judgment—as-
suming as true, without sutficent foundation, the moral
fault of another—and calumny—harming the reputation of
others by remarks contrary to the truth

The catechism explains why detrachion and calumny are
wrong “Detraction and calumny destroy the reputation and
homor of ome's neghbor Honor is the social witness given to
human dignity, and evervone enjoys a natural nght to the
honor of his name and reputation and to respect Thus,
detraction and calumny offend against the virtues of justice
and chanty” (No. 2479)

MOST OF THE SECULAR media, print and elextronic
seem to have never heard of detraction. Today's maum
seems to be, “If it's true, go with at'” But this is a relatively
recent phenomenon In the past. reporters and other
journalists frequently knew about a politician’s, or sports
hero's, peccadillos but saw no reason to spread the word
about them just for the titlation of readers or viewers.

All that has now changed Much of network television,
especially the growing number of “television magazines,
has taken to following the lead of the syndicated
shows and we leam the intimate details of people’s lives
And lund details of the lives of what we used to consider
dysfunctional people are the staple of the ever-present talk
shows on radio and television

It is true that members of society have a nght to
snformation that will advance the common good People do
“have a nght to know  information based on truth
freedom, justice and solidanity. However, as the Vatican 11
document “Inter Mirtficr” (Decree on the Instruments of
Social Communication) said: “The proper exercise of this
right demands that the content of the commumnication be
true and—within the limits set by justice and chanty —com-
plete. Further, it should be communicated honestly and
properly. This means that in the and in the
publ-..num of news, the moral law and the

and dignity of man should be upheld * (No. 5).

And the “Catechism of the Catholic Press” says: “By the
very nature of their profession, journalists have an
obligation to serve the truth and not oftend against charity
in disseminating information. They should strive to respect,
with equal care. the nature of the facts and the limits of
cnitical judgment conceming individuals. They should not
stoop 1o defamation” (No. 2497)

Furthermore, the catechism says: “Those in charge of
communications should maintain a tair balance between the
requirements of the common good and respect for
individual rights. Interterence by the media in the private
lives of persons engaged in political or public activity u o
be condemned to the extent that it infringes upon their
prvacy and freedom” (No. 2492)

Pope John Paul 1L, during his meeting with leaders of the
media during his visit o Los Angeles in 1987, talked to those
of us who were present about the power of the media “for
great good or great evil. to build or destroy, uplift or cast
down | remember Ed Asner commenting atter the talk that
he was impressed with that part of it but, Asner said, the
pope’s admonition to “not let money be your sole m“
would have no effect at all on Hollywood because “
decides things here. not great principles Imatmdhu
the problem with media today ;

BUT THE EIGHTH Commandment’s prohibition of
defamation isn't just for the media. It's tor each of us. I we |
learn some juicy tidbit about someone, we are obliged to
keep it to ounselves, whether it is true or not—unless, of
course, the satety of others or the common good requice that
it be known by the proper people

If we have injured someone's reputation through our
gossip, we have a duty to make reparation. The catechism
again “When it is impossible publicly to make
for a wrong, it must be made secretly If someone who has
suffered harm cannot be directly compensated, he must be
Biven moral satistaction in the name of charity. . This duty
of reparation  obliges in conscience”’ (No. 2487).

A VIEW FROM THE CENTER

Finding our true vocation in openness to others

by Dan Conuay

Duning a World Youth Day prayer vigil
in Manila, Pope John Paul I told a crowd of

1 million young people that “the vocation to
Mntl: true

-
m to our fellow
human beings and soli-
darity with them, is the
most basic of all voca-
tions.” According to the
Holy Father, “Men and
women the world
over—north, south, cast
and west—long for true
liberation and  fulfill-
ment” And it s “the
vocation o love” which compels all who
follow Christ to proclaim liberation for the
world’s poor and
With great conviction, the pope told ius
young audience: “You are not being sent to
proclaim some abstract truth. The Gospel is
not a theory or an ideology! The Gospel «

life! Your task is to bear witness to this life:
the life of God's adopted sons and
daughters. Modern man, whether he knows
it or not, urgently newds that life—just as
2000 years ago humanity was in newd of
Chnist's coming; just as people will always
need Jesus Chnist until the end of time
I first read these words of Pope John Paul
two weeks after they were delivered, as the
world community was being challenged to
acknowledge the truth of events that
happered 0 years ago—the liberation of the
Auschwitz death camp i January 1945 and
the dropping of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima eight months I.uer And if such
t death-dealing ity seem
oo remote  to undﬂ\un the pope’s
conviction that our modemn world needs
liberation now, there is enough violence and
hatred today, in the land of the Lord's birth
and in countless other regions of the world,
to show that the vocation to love is needed
now more than ever
The question which is always asked

about institutionalized evil is, “How could it
happen?” Because we want to believe that
human nature 1s basically good, it is very
difficult to understand how good people can
remain silent in the presence of ijustice,
oppression and death. Invariably. we find
ourselves asking, “Why didn't someone do
something™

Pope John Paul Il says that the essence of
this question can be found in the Co
story of the nch young man (Mk 10:17)
Here a basically good man was sincerely
looking for the truth about lite and his own
personal path in life” This  authentic
questioning is important, the pope says,
because it leads us to true treedom

The opposite.” the Holy Father savs, “is

to spend our lives on the surface of things, to
“lose” our hives in futility. never to discover in
ourselves the capacity tor good and for real
solidanty, and therefore never 1o discover
the path to true happiness

According to John Paul I, the nich young
man’s question to Jesus can be understood as

EVERYDAY FAITH

Too set in ways to change? ‘Mr. Stodgy’ disagrees

by Lou Jacquet

1 was compiling a list a couple of days ago
of the films that [ saw in the past 12 months.
The 28 movies ranged from the mundane to
the magnificent, but
what struck me was that
I saw only one n a
movie theater. My wife
and 1 watched the other
27 on our VCR from the
comfort of our family
room couch

Not headline news,
true. For someone who
has had a love affair
with the big screen dat-
ing back 25 years or more, however, and
who has long enjoyed the movie-going
experience, the switch in viewing habits
might be likened to, say, the crumbling of the

or the fall of the Roman Empire

OK, maybe not quite that cataclysmic
A significant change nonetheless, and one
I was only marginally aware of as the
shift took place over the past decade. The
fact is, the idea of driving several miles to

a movie theater has now become almost
as foreign as the idea was, a mere decade
ago, of bringing movies home from the
store to watch on my TV set

What accounted for the shift in habits?
Prices in first-run movie theaters continued
to skyrocket, for one thing Audiences have
grown less avilized, sometimes verging on
downnght rude For someone with less than
pertect hearing, a crowded theater presents a
problem: Did the woman on-screen say that
guy was “courtly” or “portly > Call me Mr
Stodgy. but | also dishke discovering my feet
glued to the floor with a cement-like mixture
of soda pop and discarded buttered pop-
com. Besides, it has become one of the great
joys of hife to stop a film for a few moments
in order to take a bathroom break without
mussing key elements of the plot. Try doing
that in a theater.

Some folks say that movies are not what
they used to be It is true that Hollywood
does not seem to be cranking out a “Gone
With The Wind” or “High Noon™ or “The
Sound of Music” with any regularity. Stll,
each year does manage to bring some
pleasant surprises to the screen. Most of the

tme. | avoid the highly-touted, highly-
funded blockbusters in favor of lesser known
films that celebrate some small aspect of the
human experience “Hearts and Souls,
Shadowlands “ “The Age of Innocence,
Searchung for Bobby Fischer” and “Lost in
Yonkers” were some films that | saw in the
past vear which fit that description. Watch-
ing them at home, | found myself savoring
the details more than | would in a theater,
where there 1s no button to pause the film
when a character says something | want to
remember

Still, for all the benefits of bringing a
movie home. | sometimes wonder if | can
truly be said to be “'going to the movies
anymore  After all. I am watching a
film—created for the big screen, meant to
be viewed in a large audience, geared to
a set span of time—on a small screen in
the privacy of my own home, on my own
schedule, on my own terms Am |
watching the same movie the director
intended for me to see?

As always, change brings new questions
1 don’t have the answers for many of them
But asking them makes life

an attempt 1o move beyond a surface
goodness to genuine moral strength. Unfos
tunately, as we know, the answer (“God, st}
what you have; give it to the poor; and comes,
follow me”) proved to be too much for him,
and he went away sad.

The pope fears that too many of out
generation v ill also go away sad unless they
can find their true vocation. “False teachess,
many belonging to an intellectual elite in the
worlds of scence, culture and the media
present an anti-Gospel,” the Holy Father
sys. “When [young people] ask them,
‘What must | do”” their only certainty is that
there is no definite truth, ne: sure path ..
Consciously o not. they advocate an
approach to life that has led millions of
young people into a sad loneliness in which
they are deprived of reasons for hope and
are incapable of real love

A question, theretore, is directed to each
one of you personally.” says the pope to his
voung audience “Are you capable of giving
of yourself. your time, your engergies, your
talents, for the g-lll of others? Are you
capable of love?”

The true vocation of every human being,
the Holy Father says, is to * wrveGod and
your neighbor according to all the demands
of an upnight heart.” And when that is done,
when we truly “open ourselves to our fellow
human beings and sohdanty with them,” it
becomes much more difficult to close our
hearts to injustice and oppression whenever
and wherever we find it
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Valentine’s gift
for married couples

by Jerry & Carol McConnell

If you and your spouse are looking for
a great Valentine's gift to give to one
another, we have a suggestion go on a
Marrnage Encounter weekend

Marriage Encounter is a H-hour week-
end expenience (Friday evening to Sunday
afternoon) designed to give marnied couples
the opportunity to ceicbrate their lives
together. It's a time to share their feelings,
their hopes, joys, frustrations and dreams in
a private atmosphere away trom the tensions
and distractions of everyday life

Marniage Encounter is designed to
help husband and wife reprionitize the
value of the sacrament they share in
today’s society. The Marriage Encounter
weekends offer couples a chance to
regain the intimacy and romance of their
courtship days while providing a practi-
cal proven method of increasing commu-
nication and understanding,

Central Indiana Marriage Encounter
held its first weekend in Indianapolis in
1974. Since that first weekend more than
20 years ago, 2,893 couples, 39 priests,
two brothers and 26 sisters have experi-
enced the Marriage Encounter weekends
held in the Indianapolis area

Along with the weekends that are held
for couples are post-weckend follow-ups
and activities that are offered as an
im t source of ongoing support. Many
of the couples and priests who made their
weekend in the earlier years are still very
active in the movement

Father Harold Knueven, pastor of Our
Lady of the Greenwood Church in
Greenwood, was involved in Marriage
Encounter as one of the presenting team
priests years ago. Even though he isn't
presenting weekends any more, he is
very supportive of the movement. “In my
experience as a priest for the past 36
years,” he said, “I have found Marriage

Encounter to be a g Jdp to those
couples who want & in a closer
relationship with Jesus and with one
another

Father Knueven continued: “Marrage
Encounter couples have been a great help to
me as a pastor since they serve as sponsor
couples in Our marriage preparation pro-
gram for engaged couples. | encourage all
married couples who have a loving relation-
ship to participate in the Marnage Encounter
weekend. Try it, you'll ike it!

Another priest who was involved as a
presenting team priest for more than eight
vears is Father Clem Davis, pastor of St
Monica Church in Indianapolis. He said, “1
draw my sponsor couples for engaged
couples from Marnage Encounter couples
These couples have invested in Marrage
Encounter and are not only interested in the
success of their own marriages, but they are
witnesses to sacramental marnage.

He said, I often recommend to
couples who are getting married that they
do something to benefit their marriages
after they've been married five years or
more and, of course, | mention Marriage
Encounter. It's not because I think they
need it, but because | think they deserve
a Marniage Encounter weekend

Father Davis went on to say that Marnage
Encounter has made him see how feelings
are so important because they tell who we
are. It has helped him to encounter himself
and look at his atttudes to see how they
affect other people. He said it helped him to
have a greater appreciation of church, the
sacraments and relationships. Father Davis
said, “Marriage Encounter was the most
meaningful spintual retreat experience ['ve
had. It was a real growth opportunity to help
me open up doors to more experiences.

A woman who made a weekend said
“] feel very content following our week-
end. I was given permission by God and
his people 1o love my husband and put
him in top prionty in my life | am
excited at the prospect of growing closer
to him day by day, forever

Another said: “We have found a renewed
love. We have found our marriage to be like

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Some tips for duffers

by Fr. John Catoir
Director, The Christophers

Forgive me for this rather questionable
comparison of life to the game of golf. but
I'm doing it in the interest of attracting
some male readers who might pass my
column by. Here goes.

In golf as in life there
are a few rules that must
be obeyed To ignore
them is to court disaster

The first rule: Play
withim your limits. Don’t

if you want to drive the
ball 250 yards, but you know that your most
ferocious swing will only slice your ball into
the woods, you'd better settle for an easier
swing. Think in terms of 150 yards and your
ball will fly straight and true. Julius Boros
wrote a whole book about this entitied
“Swing East, Hit Hard " The wrists deliver

the , not the arms.
gingng too hard in life can be
equally disastrous. Sooner or later, free

swingers land in trouble, having lost their
self-respect. Swingers are out of control
You have to strive to stay in control. St
Augustine said, “Do what you can do.
and pray for what you cannot vet do

The second rule: Keep vour cve on the ball
In the game of golf that means staving
focused. Try to watch your club hit the ball
It happens in a micro-second. Most dutfers
like to see where the ball s going and they
look up too soon This jerking motion moves
the shoulders oft line and squirts the ball in
the wrong direction. Here again the wnsts
are important. Snap your wrists through the
ball and you'll stay on line

In lite it's also important to stay
focused. Do what you're doing. Concen-
trate on the present moment. The secret
of sanctity and happiness is found in
fidelity to God's will as it is manifested in
the duty of the present moment. If you're
married, be faithful to your spouse If
you're a parent, be good to your children
Live in the present. Trust the past to
God's mercy, and the future to God's
Providence

The third rule in golf has to do with

lanning Avoid sand traps at all costs
ffers must think conservatively. Even
the pros do this when there’s trouble up
ahead If you're 150 yards away from a
reen surrounded !? sand traps, try to
Ell\d your ball a little short. You'll have
an easy chip to the cup, instead of
pounding away in the sand and losing
strokes.

In life you also have to avoid the traps
relationships  will

your whole life. Avoid them
drugging and gambling are addictive vices
that will put you in bondage Be careful
use gs are easy Avoid the traps

of life at all costs, or vou'll sabotage your
chance for happiness

Last but not least: On the green, hold
vour line. Most duffers lose concentration
and fail to deliver the club six inches
through the ball in a straight line. Hit the
ball with authority and aim for the back
of the cup so as not to fall short

In Lfe the target 1s heaven Do
whatever vou have to do to get there in a
straight line Aim bevond

good Amm at becom a saint because
vou little sh still get into
heaven by the back door

For a .

a tree—ever changing growmng con

ake care of it
other said: “The ME
:at benefit to us It helped us

weekend

ship and fostered deep

The

between
mmediate ben
will continue to help us re-energize our
commitment and love for each other

Marriage Encounter weekends are
about six times a year at Fatma Retreat
House in Indianapolis and at the Sisters of St
Francis Retreat House in Oldenburg If you
would like to register for one please contact
our resenvation couple, Dave and Mary
Timmerman, at 317-897-2052 They will also
answer your questions.

The good that
Birthline is doing

us. weekend

to our ma

v Sharon Mic

Last summer St Mary's in North
Vernon started a crisis pregnancy hotline
I wasn't sure what that meant exactly, sc
I attended 2 meeting and, after asking
many questions, | gladly volunteered
The hotline is called Birthline and its
goals, | think, are excellent

We hear o often about pro-life zealots
who bomb abortion clinics and murder
those involved in abortions. The terrorists
mvolved with these actions are crimi-
nals—and certainly not “pro-life * People
who believe in the sanctity of life don't
kill to make their point

Contrary to what we see in much of
the media, there are pro-life groups

quietly and diligently working to help
And that's where Birthline fits in.

Too m times, women and teens in
a cnsis pregnancy panic and think
pregnancy = problem. abortion = solu-

tion. They react quickly with an abortion,
desperately hoping to “eliminate the
problem  Folks at Birthline know it's just
not that simple. Their goal is to help the
panicked pregnant woman to slow down
and understand all of her options before
choosing a course of action. No lecturing,
no preaching, no pushing

Volunteers at North Vernon's Birthline
go through a training session and are
given a handbook with names and
numbers of agencies in Jennings and
surrounding counties that could help a
pregnant woman in need. For example,
reputable adoption services for mothers
who choose lite tor their babies but can’t
keep them, whom to call for legal advice
medical services. tinancial assistance, to
escape abuse, or where a pregnant teen
hicked out of her house could stay to
have her baby

Pregnant women aren’t the only ones
Birthline helps. Some of those who call
are young unwed women needing cloth-
ing for babies, or equipment, or diapers.
Birthline 1s ready and eager to assist with
these needs as well. Because of numerous
calls for material assistance for babies,
Birthline gratefully accepts donations of
all types of baby items. They are given to
the needy for free

More caring volunteers are always
needed to answer the phones at Birthline.

(Besides the one in North Vernon, there
are ather Birthlines located in other areas of
the archdiocese. Check your local phone book
for telephone numbers —Editor)

LIVING FAITH

I discovered the true meaning
of faith on a spiritual adventure

Faith. [ always thought | had it But it
wasn't until a few years ago that |
realized its true meaning

1 was invited, as a journahist, to travel
deep into the jungles of Honduras on a
humanitarian mission with doctors and
laymen who were taking eye care to the
Mesquite Indians.

The place was called La Mosquitia, a
remote, swampy lowland with unbear-
able humidity that was accessible only by
plane or boat Our home would be a
Honduran army outpost near the Nicara-
guan border. There would be 14 of us
Americans, the first white people to be
seen by the Indians, we were told

An adventurous soul, 1 wasted little
time in accepting the invitation Besides,
ever since the Peace Corps rejected my
application at the age of 19, I had had a
longing to travel to a Third World
country to help in some way

But the first think | did was have a chat
with the Lord. Was this hus will that [ should
go. | wondered. I told hum if it was, then 1
knew everything would fall into place

1 had six months to prepare for the
journey. But | wasn't prepared for the
fear and anxiety that would consume me
as the months clicked away

My family reluctantly gave me their

but confessed that they couldn’t
help but worry about my safety

Other relatives weren't as under-
standing. My father-in-law wouldn't
tell me good-bye, much less good luck
An aunt in Chicago wrote to share her
disapproval. What if one of the planes
crashed and my four daughters are left
motherless? she asked Or what if |
contracted marlaria Who would care
for them?

She touched a nerve and fear shifted
into high gear I don't feel secure when 1
fly 1 would be taking 10 planes on this
journey as a side trip was also scheduled
for me to visit a Honduran mountaintop
mission run by some nuns

And malaria®> After researching it |
the jungle mosq;
I had to take

was worried abou itoes
doctor
case 1 fe

my s

Department discouraging trips into Hon-
duras because of possible terrorism. More
fear. More anxiety. | lost weight and
couldn't sleep Friends were kissing me
good-bye as if | wasn't coming back. I
worried about money; I didn't really have
the funds to cover my expenses.

Maybe I was crazy!

1 prayed harder than ever for acceptance
and peace. | prayed to St. Therese, the Little
Flower, the patroness of missionaries |
continued to feel the Holy Spirit urging me
in his
care. 1 wanted so desperately to follow his
will and 1 really wanted to go on this trip.

“What are you afraid of?” his voice
seemed to say. “1 will be with you.”

A couple months before the trip, peace
began to engulf me. And the money even
started to trickle in. Donations came from
family and friends. One sweet woman
secretly planted a $100 bill under a flower
pot on my deck

Then there | was, peering out the window
of a C-130 as it soared over the jungle.
Looking down on the emerald green
landscape, | momentarily thought about
death and crashing in this remote widerness.
But much to my surprise, | wasn't concerned
about my destiny because | knew that the
Lord was by my side.

The trip was a highlight of my life. |
brought back colorful stories that were

tished in paper and

And then it dawned on me. | was the story!

blossomed i

beyond
dreams because | had taken s s el
puhmywllmllymhha\dsdnl?;'lad.
The experience chan, my life. I no
longer worry about lhm‘ghh 1 used to,
but have more trust in the Lord. My life
is definitely filled with more harmony
than before
1 know I wasn't worth all the trouble he
went to for me, but | remain grateful for
what he did and realize how much he loves
me and wanted me to grow spintually
And when | think of the word faith?
Honduras flashes before me and my
spinitual adventure of a lifetime
Thank you, Lord
« wember of St
and a frequent
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by Cynthia Dewes

There are lots of people going around
hugging trees these days. You know, the
same ones who stay awake nights worrying
about endangered leeches and albino wom
bats and other obscure
critters they've read
about. Most of which
live chiefly in the pages
of National Geo-
graphic” if you can find
them at all

Many of these people
have never spent a
measurable amount of
time in an area popu-
lated by fewer e
300,000 ~people. Ergo,
what they understand about nature is often
limited to sentimental feelings, warm and
fuzzy interpretations of natural events, and
semantics. And we all know what wild and
crazy fun can be stirred up using semantics.
ake “snow” (please). These tree-hug-
ging folks tend to think of snow as
something romantic. For them it conjures
up trendy sports: skiing, snowmobiling,
ice skating, all of which require cute little
outfits and impressive equipment and
adventures pursued far away from home
and boring responsibilities

And they think of Olympic winter
events, “The Sound of Music” featuring

the

Winter Wonder
dream abos

Th er ¢
up and down i
boss"” fou

The tri
wicked to drive in
which is even more so. But
that 10 snow-lovers
And take wild animals (double
please). Professional nature lovers recall
adorable Koala bears snuggling up to a
eucalyptus tree in a zoo somewhere, or
bear cubs toddling sweetly behind their
moms in Yellowstone Park

They remember the perky meercats they
laughed at in “Smithsonian” magazine, or
tender little “Bambi” they wept over in the
movie. They goofily compare the affection
displayed by a pride of lions on the
Discovery channel to that of their own famuly
gathered around the TV

Sorry, guys Wild animals are, well
wild. They smell bad, they often rip other
animals apart for food or fun, and they'll
bite us too if they get the chance And
they re not housebroken

Then there's weather. Namely, say the
huggers, we're doing something to it on this
planet that will catse it to tum on us
Someday, instead of supporting our lovable,
bumbling humanity it will make us dead

Aside from abandoning aerosol hair
sprays and casting dirty looks at the

back rc

wheel-dri

1s, snow is cold and wet

and

ds to ice,

st try telling
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A former teacher, St. Sharon is a Registered Physwal Therapese

Grace and St. Paul Hermitage She enter

celebr
f Grace Monas

SEEKING GOD

A fond memory of
Bme@®  Our Lady of Grace Monastery

April 19, 1961, was a memorable day during my postulant year at
Our Lady of Grace. The sisters and academy students were called
together for an important announcement. Sister Mary Robert Palmer,
the acting superior, had just received word that Our Lady of Grace
Convent was now capable of functioning independently of the Convent
of the Immaculate Conception of Ferdinand, Indiana. Ferdinand's
Mother Clarissa Richl personally delivered the documents sent from

This meant we would be clecting a Prioress and the members who
began the new monastery would have the choie to stay in Beech Grove

In his Rule, St. Benedict instructs his monastics to keep their groups
small so a family atmosphere can prevail. That is why Benedictine
monasteries of men and women are autonomous. Monasteries begin
new foundations intending for them to declare their independence

To celebrate our independence, the academy students presented the
sisters with a large rock imprinted with the date. It reminded all pre
soot of the Gospel inesssge, “Upon this fock, T will build my Chsch”

- Sr. Sharon Bierman, OSB

A

the #0th 1 ran

ged a tree today?

and air conditioner as we
wh, exacthy have we done to
the gaping hole in our ozone
ven worry about it?

i be concernad about

Should we
ves We
ncluding all of its flora and fauna

an
and how 1t's affected by humans living on it
The tree-huggers are night, as far as they

go But somehow they just don't get it. They
don't connect the care of our planet to the
idea of stewardship of God's creation
They're frustrated because they re trying to
save it all by themselves, for themselves.
Snow is snow, wild ammals are
amimals, but we humans are made in the
image and likeness of God. That's a big
responsibility, but if we remember who
we are we'll realize we can’t destroy our
world We can only destroy ourselves.

check it out

The Indianapolis Museum of Art-Co-
lumbus Gallery will present “Woven
Treasures: Selections from the Collection
of the IMA,” beginning Feb. 18. Twelve
tapestries from Asia, Europe, Africa and
the Americans will be featured in this
exhibition, which will run through April
30 The IMA-Columbus Gallery, 390 The
Commons. downtown Columbus, is open
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sat
urday, trom 10am to 5 p.m. Friday, from
10am to8 pm;and Sunday, from noon
to 4 pm. For more information, call the
museum at 812-376-2597

Birthline needs volunteers to respond to
calls from pregnant women in need and to
prepare layettes. A traning session will be
held on Feb. 28 and March 1 at the
Archbishop O'Meara Catholic Center, 1400
N. Meridian St, from 9 am. to 3 pm. For
turther information, call the Birthline office
at 317-236-1550 or 317-236-1559.

The Athenaeum Foundation will hold a
black-tie gala event. “Phantom of the
on March 25 at 630 pm_ The
event will raise funds for the much needed
restoration of the century-old downtown
landmark. Tickets are $150 per couple/ $100
single and include membership in the
Athenaeum Foundation’s Century Club, as
well as complimentary beer and wine,
dinner and entertainment by the American
Cabaret Theatre. Dick Wolfsie, WISH-TV
personality, will emcee and auction off
masks which will be entered in a pre-gala
contest by local artists, architects and
designers. For additional information, con-
tact the Athenaeum at 317-630-4569 or visit
the office at 401 East Michigan St in
Indianapolis.

The Indianapolis Museum of Art will
host the 63rd Annual Exhibition of the

Kordes Enrichment Center will hold a
workshop, “Dreams: Exploring the Drama
Within” on Feb. 24-26. The workshop will
explore how dreams reflect the true self. The
nature, structure and dynamics of dreams
will be looked at in relation to the symbols
and images that lie therein. Program
presented Franciscan Sister Olga Wittekind
will explain that by listenung to the messages
contained  in dreams.  tension will be
alleviated and connections with the spiritual
life will be enhanced. Cost is $110 per person
for overnight guests and $70 for commuters.
For more information, call Kordes at
812-307-2777 or S00-880-2777

Indiana’s “Year of Mexico” officially
begins with a festival day at the Indiana State
Museum (ISM) from 12 pm. to 4 pm. on
March 5. The Festival de Mexico continues
the ISM's popular famuly festival series,
whuch focuses on the ethnic groups making
up Indiana’s diverse cultural hentage. The
Festival de Mexico is offered in collaboration
with the statewide “Year of Mexico™ events
sponsored by the International Center of
Indianapolis and the Indiana Humanities
Council. For more information about these
activities, call 317-232-3512
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On Jan. 25, Indianapolis native and
member of Brebeuf Preparatory Schools first
graduating class, Jesuit Father Berard
Patrick Knoth, was unanimously selected by
the Loyola University’s board of trustees to
serve as Loyola’s 15th president. He will take
his position Aug. 1, beginning the 199596
academic year

Knoth returned to Brebeuf Preparatory
School in 1980 and served as its assistant
principal until 1982. From 1982-1988 he
served as principal at Brebeuf. As he
departed Brebeuf in 1988 to begin study
for his final vows in the Society of Jesus
and pursue his work in higher education,
Knoth was honored by the Brebeuf Board
of Trustees with the first Ignatian Medal
of Achievement

Loyola University (New Orleans) Board
of Trustees Chairman John Levert said of the
appointment, “The members of the board of
trustees have complete confidence in the
abilities of Father Knoth to continue to guide
Loyola as it prepares for the challenges of the
next century and increases its state as a

Indiana Artist Club, Feb. 25 to March 25 in
the Kitty Pantzer Room of Showalter
Pavilion. The juned exhibition will feature
more than 72 works by 56 Indiana artists. It
s free and open to the public

CAR RAFFLEZAUCTION--St. Susanna P,
Feb. 18 at St. Thomas Parish Center, Moo
for two, admission to the live and silent a
pickup or $10,000 cash. To purchase ticket
are Nathan Burkhart (from left), Virgin

Kaitlin Carlucci and Chris Hansen (Photo courtesy

P regional i
The university charter requires the
president to be a member of the Society of
Jesus. Father Knoth, is the son of Mrs. Mar{
Jane Knoth. She is a member of St. Pius
Parish in Indianapolis.

W

arish, Plainfield will hold an auction/car raffle on
oresville. The cost of a $100 ticket includes dinner
uction and a chance to win a 1995 Cavalier, an S-10
s, all St. Susanna School at 317-839-3713. Pictured,
1a Kappner, principal of the St. Susanna School,

of St. Susanna School)
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Strategic plan revision is discussed

(Continued from page 1)
new or emerging needs that should be
addressed

Conway reviewed the events that led to
the development of the present strategic
plan, which was promulgated by Arch-
bishop Daniel M. Buechlein Sept. 9, 1993, one
year after his installation.

He noted that numerous studies were made
by Archbishop Edward T (YMeara before his
death in January 1992 These nsulted in
recommendations in 10 areas. In summary,
those areas and recommendations were:

1. Leadership and planning: Be pro-ac-
tive. Provide leadership training. Involve
those who must implement planning,

2 Govermance and board structure:
Reaffirm a commitment to the consultative
model of goveming Review and revise
Ppresent structures.

3. Internal communications: Develop a
sense of unity while respecting legitimate
diversity. Improve communications between
parishes and the archdiocese. Strengthen The
Criterion

4. External communications: Develop
procedures for preventing crises. Make the
archbishop more visible in the community
Evangelize.

5. Total Catholic education: Affirm
commitment to total Catholic education and
to Catholic schools. Review the structure of
the board of education

6. Parish staffing: A long list of proposals
involved closing or consolidating many of
the panishes in the archdiocese.

7. Center city concerns: Renew a commit-
ment to the center city. Strengthen its
schools. Develop new funding sources.

8. Future directions for Catholic Charities:
Develop a vision of Catholic social ministry.

Establish priorities. Increase an awareness of
the needs of the community as a whole

9. Stewardship and development: Teach
the theology of stewardship. Coordinate
fund-raising efforts

10. Admunistration, facilities and finance:
Revise structures of adminstraton and
become better stewards of facilities

These 10 areas and their recommenda-
tions, Conway said, faced Archbishop
Buechlein when he was instalied as Arch-
bishop of Indianapolis. In September 1992 he
appointed a Core Planning Team to review
all of the recommendations and develop a
strategic plan. The team did that and
presented the first comprehensive long
range plan to the archbishop

The team first developed this mission
statement: “We, the church in central and
southern Indiana, called to faith and
salvation in Jesus Chnst in the Roman
Catholic tradition, strive to live the Gospel
by: worshiping God in word and sacrament;
leamning, teaching, and shanng our faith, and
serving human needs. We commit ourselves
to generosity and to the nspwmbk- use of
our spintual and matenal resources.

The team also defined ewght values
prayer and spintual growth, hfelong learn-

ing and ~h..|rmg the faith, ;umh and family,

Lhn
and respect lm human life and all creation,
justice and consistent moral standards,

Lmum-.- leadership and shared responsi-
ity un.ﬁ-‘m n urban, suburban, and
rural neighborhoods; and stewardship
From these values, five goals were set: 1
Foster spiritual and sacramental life 2. Teach
and share Catholic beliefs, traditions, and
values. 3. Provide for the pastoral and
leadership needs of the people of the
archdiocese. 4. Work for peace and socal

St. Rose, Franklin, to host Feb. 18
chamber music - performance

hy Pe ter A\mumlh

St. Rose of Lima Pansh in Franklin
will host another installment of a grow-
ing parish tradition.

The parish has scheduled its third
chamber music recital for Saturday, Feb.
18. Stephen Reen, director of liturgical
music for the parish, has again organized
the evening of music.

Admission to the performance is free. The
show starts at 8 p.m. and will be held inside
the church, located at 114 Lancelot Drive in
Franklin. A reception also is scheduled

The parish funds rental of a grand
piano for the performance through indi-
vidual sponsorships.

The evening will feature music by a trio.
Reen will perform on piano, as will cellist
Sophie Willer and violinist Manan Egge

Reen is a doctoral student in music at
Indiana University. Willer 15 a master’s

student there, while Egge 1s a recent doctoral
graduate of the uraversity.

The 90-minute show will inciude an
intermission. The two works scheduled for
performance include a duo for violin and
cello by Zoltan Kodaly and a trio by
Johannes Brahms.

The performance could be considered
a growing tradition at St. Rose because of
Reen’s annual effort. The Buffalo, NY,
native came to Indiana University several
years ago to work on his doctorate and
shortly earned a job at St. Rose as music
director.

The drive from Bloomington to Franklin
takes Reen about an hour. But he makes the
effort to lead music at weekend hiturgies and
other activities, like the panish choir

Reen is planning a music career, specifi-
cally in the area of church music

People from all parishes are welcome to
attend. Call St Rose of Lima Pansh at
317-738-3929 for more information

e through service and advocacy
\te generous sharing and responsible
| human and m I resources
Conway sad that this s “where we
in September 1993 He then reviewed
the accomplishments that were reported in
the 1994 Accountability Report, including
the prionties that were set for last year Ths,
he said, s “where we today

He then talked briefly about “where
we're going,” including the 12 prionties for
this vear. They are: 1. Establish a multicultu-
ral ministry program. 2 Define roles and
responsibilities of deanery structures 3
Revise governance structures. 4 Strengthen
programs of marnage preparation and
natural family planning 5 Implement
revised policies for liturgical and sacramen-
tal life 6 Integrate the “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” into religious education

were

Munshow astor of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Parish in Indianapolis, asked why
there was no mention of the possibility of
establishing the duaconate in the archdio-
cese. He noted that the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis is the only archdiocese in
the United States that does not have
permanent deacons Conway replied that
a study of the diaconate is in the strategic
plan but that the timeline established for
that put if off for another vear or so.

Participants at each of the tables then
discussed their suggestions for revision of
the strategic plan. These recommendations
were wrtten down and were given to
Weber, who will collate and summanze
them for the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
Conway saud that the main work of the
counail is to keep the plan alive. It is its
responsibility to review, on a quarterly basis,
what is being done and to ensure that the
plan is revised every two years

After table dicussions, some of the
recommendations were read to the whole
Rroup. \\n-h'l noted that each u.hk included
for

programs. 7 Impk the archd
stewardship program 8. Hold deanery
dinners for vocation development. 9 De-
velop plans for a pastoral communications
and education network. 10 Study property
for long-term development. 11 Complete
satellite plans for Catholic schools, commu-
nications and development, and religious
education 12 Plan the archdiocesan capital
campaign

After Conway's presentation,
were

there
several questions. Father William

improving lay leadership
Concemning the diaconate, which had
been brought up by Father Munshower, one
table reported s recommendation  as,
Don’t study the matter Just doit”

Conway, who is also associate publisher
of The Criterion, said that there will be a
consultation process on the revised strategic
plan through this newspaper. He said that
the revised plan will be presented to
Archbishop Buechlein this summer
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Eucharistic adoration to be theme
of Lenten Retreat in Beech Grove

Euchanstic adoration i be the theme ot
a Lenten Retreat scheduled for Saturday
April 1, and Sunday, April 2 Reservations
for the retreat are required by Monday, Feb
27. The retreat will be held at the Benedictine
Center in Beech Grove.

Jesuit Father Richard Foley trom London
and Father Joseph Schaedel, archdiocesan
vicar general, will be the {catured speakers at
the retreat

The retreat is being arranged by Kathy
Denney and Mary Anne Barothy

An advocate of eucharistic adoration,
Father Foley is seen regularly on the
Eternal World Television Network with
three 13-week series, the latest being

Windows on Heaven.” He 1s author of
the book “The Drama of Medjurgorje
published by Ignatius Press

Father Schaedel instrumental in
helping to arrange perpetual adoration at the
Divine Mercy Adoration Chapel at St
Michael's Parish, Indianapolis. He 1 sched-
uled to speak on April 2

For more information, including costs,
call either 317-885-0873 or 317-255-7076.

was

Father Richard Foley, S.J.
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Immaculate Heart Parish
unites neighborhood

by Mary Ann Wyand

Warmth and hospitality are very evident
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Pansh in
Indianapolis, which helps unite the north
side Mendian-Kessler Neighborhood Pa
rishioners also demonstrate a  strong
devotion to the Mother of God

“It's a very spiritual parish,” Father James
Byrne, Immaculate Heart's longtime pastor
explained. “The people all want religion for
their families. We have a lovely May
crowning with the school children on the
first Friday of May each year We also pray
the rosary at the parish shrine each night
during the month of May

On weekday momings, he said, Catholics
from Immaculate Heart and other Indian
apolis North Deanery parishes gather at the
church for 15-minute Communion services
offered between 7 am. and 745a m

“We also have prayer groups that meet in
church to share their devotion to Mary,” St
Joseph Sister Jane Frances Mannion, the
pastoral associate and pastoral admunistrator
of religious education, said. “We have a very
strong school system, dedicated teachers and
volunteers, and a strong sacramental pro-
gram. Our Sunday worship is excellent. We
really take the time to plan lturgical
celebrations and involve parishioners

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church s
noteworthy for its beautiful architecture
and distinctive stained glass windows.
The late Father Edwin Sahm, the found-
ing pastor, opted to construct a church
rather than a gymnasium at the end of
World War Il. When parishioners decided
to build a school and, more recently, an
Activities Center, great care was taken to
match the onginal Wisconsin stone.

Located at 57th Street and Central
Avenue, Immaculate Heart Pansh serves a
large number of Catholics in the imumediate

neighborhood. Father Byme said Immacu
late Heart 15 unique bevause most of the
children attend the school, which closely
links the parish and school communities
The parish has changed a lot in the ps
15 years,” the pastor said. It used to be m
older families, but now the young families
are moving in and buying the big old homes
and raising children We've moved from a
more established kind of parish to a much
younger pansh
As a result, he said, the pansh staft
keeps busy with baptisms and sacramen
tal preparation programs.
The parish is very advanced in its
liturgica ne said
All the sacramental and liturgical pro

LONGTIME PASTOR—Father James
Byme retires on July 1 after 12 years as
pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish.

TEAMWORK—Immaculate Heart of Mary past

oral associate Sister Jane Frances Mannion,

2 member of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Tipton, updates parish records with help from Eileen
Collet, a parishioner who works part-time for the parish while pursuing a law degree at
Indiana University/Purdue University at Indianapolis. (Photos by Mary Ann Wyand)

grams are really first class. The weekend
Masses are wondertul. We have a lot of
talented people in the parish, and we
have excellent liturgy, art and environ-
ment, and peace and justice committees.
ted the at-
tached rectory for use as a Panish Center, he
said, and also bought land
neighbors to expand the parking area and
add a playground and more green space

Panshioners recently renova

from two

We've done a lot of physical improve-
ments,” Father Byme said “We have three
very nice conference rooms in the Pansh
Center, and we have an elevator to the
church and auditorium. We also revamped
the school, painted classrooms, and moved
the admunistrative offices.

These renovations reflect the demands
of a busy and growing faith community
he said, and parishioners have worked
hard to decrease the parish debt necessi-
tated by the building program

Immaculate Heart of Mary parishion
ers maintain close ties with neighboring
parishes, he said, by sharing holiday
liturgies with members of St Joan of Arc
and St Thomas Aquinas parishes Parish-
ioners contribute tood to the St. Vincent
de Paul Society Food Pantry located at St
Thomas Aquinas Parish. and also share

Immaculate Heart

Year founded: 1

Address: 5692 Central Ave,
Indianapolis, IN 46220

Telephone: 317-257-2266

Pastor: Father James Byme

Pastoral Associate and Pastoral
Administrator of Religious
Education: St. Joseph Sister Jane

Masses: Saturday anticipation—
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School reflects busy parish life

by Mary Ann Wyand

Immaculate Heart of Mary Pansh in Indianapolis is a very
busy place on weekdays and weekends. Fortunately, the
pansh’s six-year-old Activites Center can handle the
challenges of this thrving faith community

“Immaculate Heart is a close-knit and hospitable parish,
panishioner Phil McKiernan, president of the Board of Total
Catholic Education, explained.  “Geographically, it's a
relatively small pansh, and that promotes a true sense of
neighborhood. Going along with that sense of neighborhood
15 a sense of community as well. [ think there are some shared
values and stability that come with living in close proximty to
most members of the parish

McKiernan said he personally appreciates the Marian focus.
at the Indianapolis North Deanery parish, and also the many
panish outreach efforts.

“The parish is one of the resources of the Meridian-Kessler
Neighborhood,” he said. “Over the last 12 years, Father
(James) Byme has been both a focal point and a moving force
in preserving those things | appreciate about the parish. The
school serves both parish and non-parish students. There is a
significant representation of non-parishioners among the
student body, which strengthens and reflects the neighbor-
hood character of the parish and school

Immaculate Heart of Mary School is blessed with a very
experienced faculty, McKiernan said. “1 think everybody in
the pansh appreciates that fact.”

Pansh Council president Sheila Fitzpatrick praises Father
Bymne, who will retire on July 1, for his many gifts to the parish
and school over the past 12 years

“He's a wonderful person and a wondertul pastor,” she
said. “He will certainly be missed. Twelve years in a parish is
a significant amount of time. | know we will never forget
Father Byme's impact and presence here and how he has

HATS ON TO IHM—Immaculate Heart of Mary fourth-
grade students Meagan Gerard and Danielle Reinstrom of
Indianapolis model their favorite hats during Catholic
Schools Week. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)

| Funeral arrangements . . .
In advance, or at the time
| of need . . .

| own |

changed us. His style with Rite of Chnstian lnitaton of
Adults programming as well as the Parish Council is very
down-to-earth. His knowledge, personal expenence, and
humor provide a real important blend in providing aspects of
the RCIA program for new people entering the church

Immaculate Heart of Mary students also mention their
pastor as one of the “Top Ten' reasons they like their school

“Father Byrne watches over us,” the students commented
on “Top Ten” lists prepared for Catholic Schools Week “We
leam about God. We learn about love and friendship. We have
understanding and loving teachers and fnendly classmates
Our principal 1s the best. She cares about us. We leamn rules in
the classroom as well as learning them during sports
activities

Principal Jeannine Vesper aites the school's strong faculty and
personnel when she talks with parents of prospective students.

“The teachers of each grade level meet on a weekly basis to do
alot of planming and shanng,” she saiid. “We have two classes of
every grade level, so the teachers of each grade level plan together
daily. We feel that interal communication is very important. |
give the teachers a memo every day o they know what is going
on in the school. We communicate a lot between and among
ourselves. Our support statf—sexcretary, bookkeeper, custo-
dian-—are all part of the team We're a family. Whenever we do
anything, we do it wholehearteuly together

Immaculate  Heart students rank high academically
Vesper said, as demonstrated by their performance on
standardized test scores and their success in high school and
beyond

“One of the overriding strengths of the school is the family
atmosphere,” she said “This 18 a neighborhood school, o
most of our families are very close-knit They work together,
worship together, play together, and their kids are in school
together It's just a real family *

Currently, 22 panish mothers assist St. Joseph Sister Jane
Frances Mannion with preschool religious education curricu-
lum, and many more parents are involved in school activities

“Our parish community —our parents—are very commit-
ted to the school,” Vesper said. “We probably get %) percent
or more of the children from parish families with school-age
children. That closeness is really a strength, and we carry it
another step because within the school we have t we call
our families. All of our kids belong to a famuly consisting of
students in all the grades—one through eight—and they have
two teachers as adult moderators. Our family sizes are about
and we have 15 families. We meet once a month as a
family to do an activity together and get to know one another
better. This year the outreach focus is on making table
decorations and door decorations for a local nursing home

Another strength, she said, is the school’s Christian servige
programming “As a school. we do several service projcts I
addition to that, our eighth-grade students are required to do
nine hours of Christian service each quarter They have a peer
tutoring arrangement with Indianapolis Public School No. 55
on 52nd Street, and they also help out at a soup kitchen,

That focus on Chnstian service extends to panish youth
ministry projects coordinated by Marc Bergin, a sixth-grade
teacher at the school and the part-time youth munistry
coordinator

Bergin coordinates the panish confirmation program and
plans a vanety of youth nunistry activities for teen-agers.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Panish is blessed with teens

&

ADOPTION

»'# NOT ABORTION
Laurie Seeber

MARIAN PARISH—The beautiful art and environment of
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Indianapolis
complements the beauty of the liturgies and music.
Talented songwriter and musician Carey Landry coordi-
nates music for the parish. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)

who like to come back to their parish for both junior high and
high school youth ministry programs, he said. That
enthusiasm extends to youth in the confirmation program.

“The confirmation students went to the St Vincent de Paul
Society warehouse and worked on a Saturday,” he said, “by
gomng out on the trucks or helping people on the loading
docks. They also served a meal to homeless persons at the
Cathedral Soup Kitchen Those experiences were very
enlightening for them We also went together to the Holy
Family Shelter and did some light chores. I wanted them to see
who actually helps those people who are in greatest need here
in the city so they would be able to go back later and volunteer
on their own with their families.
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Panel discusses impact of Vatican Il

“The Challenge of Vatican II: Envisioning Our
Charch” draws about 200 people in Columbus

by Peter Agostinelli B

The changes ushered in 30 years ago by
the Second Vatican Council altered the lives
of some one billion Catholics worldwide.

But while those changes have
reshaped the church already, it may be
too early to determine the historic
council’s true meaning,

That was the general consensus of a
Jan. 31 panel discussion that focused on
the effects of Vatican Il and how the
church is preparing for global life in the
21st century. About 200 people gathered
for the talk at St. Bartholomew Oratory in
Columbus.

“The Challenge of Vatican 1l Envi-
sioning Our Church” was sponsored by
St. Bartholomew Parish and Quest &
Vision Study Group, a small faith com-
munity of the parish. Father Stephen
Banet, pastor of St. Bartholomew, served
as moderator of the discussion

In his opening remarks, Father Banet
summarized the focus of the discussion
by comparing the church to a human
body. He said the metaphor might help
people understand the significance of the
Second Vatican Council

“For a person to grow and develop
well, the person needs to examine (him or

herself) from time to time,” Father Banet
said. “The councils of the church have
been one way of doing this.’

The pastor pointed out the unique
qualities of Vatican Il and how those
qualities, because of the council’s place in
time, brought especially profound change
to the church

A group of four panelists, two lay and
two religious, answered advance ques-
tions as well as questions submitted by
members of the audience.

Among the panelists was Sister Mary
Margaret Funk, a member of the Sisters of
St. Benedict community in Beech Grove
and an early force in applying Vatican 11
changes in the Indianapolis Archdiocese
Sister Mary Margaret told stories about
her first assignments as a religious,
including the actual implementation of
changes in parishes

Sister Mary Margaret and other sisters
traveled to many towns—including Co-
lumbus, Seymour and others—to facili-
tate the changes. Among them was the
actual “turning around” of pastors dur-
ing liturgies

Another panelist, Benedictine Father
Chnistopher Shappard of St Meinrad Semi-
nary, also discussed the effects of Vatican 11
Like Sister Mary Margaret, Father Christo-
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pher saw changes firsthand He talked about
his ordination in 1962 and his witness of the
council dunng a two-year stay in Rome.

Father Chnistopher said he ccald
actually feel the changes while watching
the council. One of the changes was the
belie that Catholics should live solely by
the law of the church. In Rome, the priest
said, he started to see a shift in
perspective—that the human element
was growing into a bigger part of the
church and becoming 25 important as the
divine element

Later, while studying at the University
of Notre Dame, Father Christopher said
he witnessed more of the church’s
change He said the church was begin-
ning to embrace the human experience
and “read the signs of the times.”

Father Christopher suggested that
Vatican II has helped the church learn to
use its dogma and tradition to interpret
the modern world. He also noted how the
council’s changes have injected the
church with a new dynamic

Sister Mary Margaret said the coun-
cil's initial changes were profound, no
matter how miniscule they may seem
today. The turning around of priests
during Mass was one of them

“Looking back on it, we just had no
idea how significant that one gesture
was,” Sister Mary Margaret said

Margie Phell, a doctoral candidate in
Chnistian ethics and moral theology at Notre
Dame, said Vatican I fostered tremendous
change, especially because the coundil was.
held at the crest of the modem communica-
tion age Pheil also explained how the
council helped to deemphasize “the sharp
distinction between clergy and laity "

Another issue Pheil discussed was the
development of national pastoral councils in
some countries. In Germany, for example,
lay people serve on such a council and help

overn the national church, much as the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops

|

on the church

does in the United States. So, Pheil asked,
iven the growing prominence of lay
Jeadership in the post-Vatican Il church, why
don't leaders in the United States consider
developing such a national council?

Another panelist was Joseph White, a
church historian and research associate at
POLIS Research Center at Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University at Indianapolis
Among the many issues White discussed
was ecumenism—the practice of Christian
unity—as a principle that has become a
bigger part of many Catholics’ lives.

But White said ecumenism still hasn't
touched most Catholics on a personal level,
even 30 years after Vatican I He said
Protestant churches tend to lead the charge
toward ecumenical living.

Panel members also tackled questions
from audience members. The questions
included issues such as ordination of
women, marriage for priests and whether
remarried Catholics without annulments
for previous marriages should receive
Communion

Amid all the talk about change, Father
Chnstopher  suggested Catholics should
keep in mind that ultimately they're still
believers in a mystery. He also said it might
help to think of faith in its barest
meaning—learming  to live ¢
with uncertainty.”

Father Christopher also pointed to St
Anselm'’s view of faith—seeking of under-
standing, not knowladge—and how the
changes of Vatican Il are prepanng today’s
Catholics for that view

So while Vatican Il seems to have
spelled nothing but change for the
Catholic Church, the panel seemed to
agree that the church was and is ready to
embrace the transition

Sister Mary Margaret said: “The Catholic
Church was sturdy enough that it was not
hard to bring into the modem world.”

STUDY OF INDIANA CATHOLICS

Most Indiana Catholics are not
aware of what Vatican II did

A recent stud ws that a majority
of Indiana Cathe are not aware of the
Second Vatican Council. Sixty percent say
they have heard a priest discuss Vatican
1l from the pulpit. but only 39 percent
have ever talked about it with other
people or read any books or articles about
it. Only 15 percent have ever read any of
the official Vatican Il documents Only 9
percent have every attended formal talks
about the council

The study also indicates that Catholics
have very mixed feelings about
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Catholics and 46 percent of middle-aged
Catholics know of the council, compared to
only 27 percent of young Catholics.

Middle-aged Catholics, who experienced
Vatican Il during their formative years, are
most likely to say the council has had
positive effects on  the church. Older
Catholics are most likely to say it has hurt the
church more than it has helped it. Young
Catholics are unsure of its effects.

Religious practice is another strong
influence. Fifty eight percent of Catholics
who pray most often and attend Mass
regularly are quite aware of the council
and 32 percent think it has had positive
effects. Only 26 percent of the least active
Catholics are aware of the council and
two-thirds say they don’t know what
effects the council has had
vpe of schooling also affect
think about Vatican 1L The
most highly educated Catholics are most
ware of the council and think its effects
© been mostly positive. Also, the more
© gone to Catholic schools,
w about Vatican I and the
hey view it. Catholics who

went to public chools are least aware of the

council and mo-t unsure of its impact
Catholics’ religious  self concepts as
liberal” or wervative” don't correlate

with their awareness of the council, but those
who think of themselves as liberal are almost
twice as likely as conservatives are to think
Vatican 11 has had positive effects on the
h (40 percent compared to 22 percent).

Correction

The wrong phone number was
given in last week’s article about
the Promise Keepers conference
scheduled for June 23 and 24 in the
RCA Dome in Indianapolis. Those:
men who are interested in attending
the conference can get an applica-
tion from Bob Buckner by calling
317-576-5716 ;
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' Faith is a special kind
of sight and insight

qb_l/ Fr [fi4‘\'l’11‘* LaVerdiere, SSS

Understanding an atheist is not so
easy as it used to be. But then nothing is
as easy as it used to be

Think about it

You meet atheists everywhere.

I guess just about anvbody can be ar
atheist. Atheism has no respect for age
nationality Being rich or
poor, educated or not, seems to have
nothing to do with it

You meet atheists even in church, people
who are there because it is the only quiet
place around, a place where they can think
and put their lives together

So we cannot conclude that atheists are
necessarily people who refuse to think—or
to think about important matters.

What 1s an atheist?

Since atheists are not all alike, I'll offer
three responses to that question

First, some people are atheists because
they believe God would not allow the bad
things that happen in the world to happen at
all. The key word here is “believe.”

These people have “concluded” tha
God does not exist.

To begin to grasp how complicated this is,
imagine a conversation between you and a
friend in which you begin by saving

“You believe in God, nght?”

“1do.”

“Well, an atheist is someone
doesn't believe in God like you do

“You mean an atheist has a different
idea of God?”

“No, an atheist is somebody who does
not believe that God exists.”

“How can somebody ‘believe’ that God
does not exist? If you believe in God, you
know God exists. If you don’t believe in God,
you don’t know God exists. That makes you
an agnostic, not an atheist. An agnostic is
someone who doesn’t know whether God
exists or not. An atheist is someone who has
‘concluded’ that God does not exist.”

“That's a pretty rational conclusion,
isn't it?”

“That’s night.”

“I guess you have
reflective to be an atheist.”

“Right again. From a believer's stand-
point, you'd have to be pretty sure of
yourself.”

At this point in the conversation, you
know you have to get back to the
beginning, so you ask again

“What is an atheist anyway >

And the answer is, “An atheist s
someone who ‘believes’ God does not exist

As I said, the key word 1s “believe " It
begins to seem that the real question is
not, “What is an atheist™ but, “What s a
believer?

By this point, you are holding your head

race or sex

who

to be pretty

and saying, “Atheists, people who claim to
be atheists, are quite a challenge

Some people conclud
exist, and theirs is a philosophical position It
may be that they have arrived at the
conclusion quite rational
1 th

at God does not

For a long time
impossible. Now 1
possibility, but do not
then 1 am only 58

More common, it seems to me, the
conclusion comes from a contradiction decp
in someone’s existence. Now | am thinking
as a pastor, with my atheist saving: “God—if
there s allow what s
happening in the world. God could not have
made me the way | am, violent, selt-destruc
tive, out-of-control

ave
derstand 1t

a God—wouldn’t

1 understand people concluding God
does not exist on that basis. 1 also understand
therr challenge to me as a believer These
people need healing. They need to be loved
and know they are loved

Then atheism also 1s met in a second
form

Suppose someone says to you: “T am an
atheist. | don't believe in God. | would really
like to believe, but when [ look there is no
one there; when I pray, no one answers.”

“Wow!” That is the stuff of deep,
human anguish. Here is someone who
wants to believe in God and cannot do so,
like someone who cannot see

Faith is a special kind of sight
having it is a real blindness

That form of atheism poses a real
challenge—the challenge of trying to imag-
ine what it is hike to be blind

A third form of atheism 1s found in
people who simply do not think about
God. For them the question of God's
existence never comes up.

We call that practical atheism. It is the
atheism of people who do not seem to
need God. Practical atheism is the biggest
challenge of all

The only people who do not need God are
those who think they themselves are God
With that kind of atheism we have come to
the heart of original sin, the tendency we all
have to think we are God

Practical atheism is about who we are
as God’s creatures and human beings, not
about who God 1s.

Practical atheists are people who have not
faced up to their own limited existence

Not

It is fnghtening to recognize that there s
something of the practical athesst in all of us.
We call it the effixcts of onginal sin

As 1 said
not as easy as
l’\ essed Sac

understanding atheism is

love with God, with one another, and with life itself? Since Christianity is

a celebration of life, liturgies ought to reflect faith, love, hope and joy. (CNS photo by Gene

Plaisted from The Crosiers)

Do liturgies demonstrate
a celebration of life?

bv Father me-nw E Mick

These Christians are a sad lot, if they
want me to believe in their Savior, they
will just have to sing better hymns,” the
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche is said to
have commented

Nietzsche was a sharp critic of Chnsti-
anity, but his insights might help us to
see ourselves as others see us and
understand why many people today find
belief in God difficult

It 1s common for non-believers to have
misconceptions about faith and the lives
of believers

Nietzsche ponts to one of the most
common—the idea that faith makes believ
ers live in sadness and guilt and is a
hindrance to living life to the full

Nietzsche's comment suggests one of
the primary ways non-believers form
their impressions of believers—from the
way we worship

Chnstianity 1s a celebration of life, and
liturgies should be joyful When people visit
Catholic parishes, do they find warm and
welcoming communities in love with God,
with one another, and with e itself?

Another common complaint of non-be
lievers is that our faith pulls us away from
the present world because we fix our
attention on heaven and eternal life

The Second Vatican Councall addressed
such a concern in its “Constitution on the

Church in the Modem World” (No. 57)
“Christians, on pilgrimage toward the
heavenly aty, should seek and savor the
things which are above. This duty in no way
dexreases, but rather increases, the weight of
their obligaton to work with all in
constructing a more human world. In fact,
the mystery of the Chnstian faith furnishes
excellent incentives and helps toward
discharging this duty more energetically.”

The act of worship itself urges partici-
pants in the liturgy to imitate the Chnst they
worship. Since he showed that he loved
others, especially the weak and the poor, we
are called to serve people who are weak, or
poor, or coping with some loss

We call the Mass a sacrifice because it is
our way of sharing nitually in the sacrifice of
Christ, but what we do in ritual we are meant
also to carry out in our daily living

Our participation in hiturgy impels us to
work to bring our world closer to the
kingdom Chnst came to establish, “a
kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of
holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love
and peace,” as it is described during the
liturgy for the Feast of Christ the King,

What believers don’t tend to recognize
is that the message of Chnst is an
invitation to a deeper and richer human
life, now and forever

Father Lawrence Mick is a priest of the
Archdiocese of Cincinmats, Ohio.)

| DISCUSSION POINT

" Some don’t accept gift of faith

This Week’s Question
What do you imagine non-believers misunderstand
about you as a person of faith?
“They think that | am musled [ recognize a puzzlement
in them because they know I'm a doctor and well-educal ted

wonder nto this—my faith

how I've faller
aukee, Wis

rance
eliberate

'(Susan Persch

Non-believers see

They some
church every Sunday
don’t go because it’s an obliga
Regina Kellogg, Houston, Texas

It seems that the understanding of sacrifice and

ngs like going to
pating in the sacraments. |
it because | want to.

living your life with a vision of reward beyond is hard
for non-believers to understand It is hard for them
to understand how | can look beyond the gratification of
the moment for the sake of eternal life.” (Paul Leighton,
Fort Worth, Texas

1am a nurse and work with the dying | see that some
;“ ple who do not have faith have ternble deaths. They are
en ternfied of dying They would not understand the
peace and acceptance | wor .n' feel approaching death.”
mne Erickson, Tustn, Mic

Lend Us Your Voice
An upcoming edition asks. What virtue would aid
you most right now? Why?
If you would like to respond for possible publication,
write to “Faith Alive!” at 3211 Fourth St. NE,
Washington, D.C. 20017-1100.
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“Get out of my room, you little creep!” Katie yelled ot her
younger brother. He looked up in surprise. Then he jumped up
and ran out.

When Katie walked into the kitchen, her mother gave her a

= T SN

Draw your family in the frame!

serious look. “Don’t call your little brother names, Katie.”

“Aw, Mom! He's such a scuz-balll”

“Katie!” her mother said warningly.

“Okay, Mom. | won't call him names ... if you keep him out of
my room. He had all my stuffed animals down on the floor just
now! Then he ran out without picking them up.”

“Katie, he just goes into your room because he misses you.”

Katie was surprised. “Misses me? How could he miss me? |
haven't gone anywhere.”

“Oh yes, you have. You've gone where Bobby can’t go yet.
You've been growing up. You spend lots more time with your
friends now. Bobby misses the time the two of you used to spend
together.”

Katie didn’t say anything right away. Her mother had a point.

ANIMALSPRMNFLYN
COOKIESBCGJODSE
URLGNIBBOSVOSAI
DBESIDEMGEBDTTG
EOQTHKVEDTESAAH
DIOMSHFPNNMNNHB
PETRITYOEWOIDAO
m EHTAVRRPTUTFIRR
OFRRKFPBQNHFNDS
PQUFOALDCUEEGPT
LNBNHFYYOSRDONR
EUMRMCMBIGDAHZE
WROGQCPOBNFLYYE
IAWWGBQXCOGRLVT
DLVDEPPARWBUGPYV

INSTRUCTIONS: Look for the words in the word list in all of these
ways: left to right, top to bottom, right to left, bottom to top,

diagonally and backwards.

ANIMALS FRONT ROAD
HAPPENED SAT
KATIE HARD
LOVED SNIFFED
LYING SIBBING
MOTHER STANDING
NEIGHBOR STREET
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She Med to spend hours plcyin? with Bobby. He had
been such a cute baby! But now he was always getting into her
stuff. And she didn't have as much time as she used to. There
was always something fun to do with her friends. :

Suddenly, they both heard fires squealing in front of their
house. “Did Bobby go outside?” their mother asked. She looked
worried.

“I don't know, Mom!” Katie's heart started pounding. Bobby
had looked prefty upset when she chased him out. What if
something had happened to him?

Katie and her mom ran out the front door. A neighbor’s do%
was lying in the street. A car had stopped right in the middle o
the road. Lots of people were standing around looking at the
dog’s body. Bobby was sitting on the sidewalk, fears running
down his cheeks.

Katie sat beside him. Bobby loved animals so much! She
wrapped her arms around him as their mother comforted the
neighbor who had owned the dog. Bobby was sobbing so loudly
that Katie couldn’t understand a thing he wos saying. “You can
tell me what happened later, Bobby. We have lots of
time to talk...all the time
in the world.”

Bobby sniffed hard.
Then he looked up
at Katie with tears
in his eyes.
“Am | ascuz-
ball, Katie2”

“Who,
you? | dare
anyone fo call
you that in
front of mel!
Come on, Ti-
ger. Let's go in
and have some
cookies. We
have some talk-
ing fo catch up on!”

To think about b4

It wasn't Bobby's dog that died, but Bobby was sad anyway. If
a family pet has died, how did you feel?
A. Sad for a few days.
B. Just the same as ever.
C. Sad for a long time.
What do you think Katie will do now?
A. Be nice to Bobby for a day or two.
B. Spend more time with him.
C. Be just as mean as ever.
Where was Katie going that Bobby couldn’t go yet?
A. To her friends’ houses.
B. To the mall.
C. Leaving childhood and becoming a grown-up.

What Jesus taught

Jesus wants us to love one another. That doesn’t just mean
we say we love each other. It means he wants us to really care
about each other. Sometimes showing that we care means we
have to go out of our way. It means we think about the feelings
of others. If Katie thinks more about Bobby's feelings, she will
be doing what Jesus asked
us to do: %

I am giving you a new
commandment: Loveone
another; love one another
just as much as I have
loved you. When people
see how much you love ||
eachother, they will know
that you are my foll Y
- John 13:34-

s 1s a trader

i
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QUESTION CORNER

__byFr John Dietzen

Ijust read you.- column from a woman whose new pas-
tor took away a lot of opportunities for participation in
liturgy. You said there seemed to be “a serious break-
down of caring somewhere.” One of your
alternatives was to attend another pansh

I, too, have experienced panshes
where there was “a serious breakdown of
caning” on the part of the priest, which 1s
4 nice way of saying that the pastor is not
following the spirit of church law, at least
as we see it

From my experience, most Catho-
lies, particularly those in a parish
which has been well pastored, do not
consider it an option to seek another
parish for such superficial reasons as the way Mass is
said :

Between the fact that the pastor has complete authority in
the parish and the fact that the bishop does not have enough
priests to go around, there 1s little ikelihood that any appeal
to Vatican Il documents or canon law will be attended to

But “church” is where you are, with the people where you
are, including the pastor who is not in sync with the written
gui of the larger church

Now that we have a new priest, people are saying we were
dying under the former pastor. | think that is an
overstatement. The parish, “the church” which meets at our
parish, was merely dormant. We lost a few alony; the way, but
most stayed and persevered. One man cannot destroy a true
Christian community.

Another consideration is that, for some, changing parishes
means 20- or 30-mile commutes.

One thing which helped me was a comment by an outsider
“This situation is a challenge to your love ”

Although I never convinced the priest that | was honestly
trying to be loving, at least on my part [ do not feel guilty; | am
not bitter or derogatory

FAMILY TALK
Singles will discover
many travel programs

“b; Dr. ]nm;s a;x:lﬁryAl(rnn; AT

Dear Mary: | read with interest your column about the
newly single getting involved in socal activities. I am a
widow, and would like to travel, make friends, and become
more involved in social activities. | would welcome
suggestions on where to start. (New Jersey)

Answer: Singles of all ages are traveling almost
everywhere, either alone or on group tours Your real
difficulty might be selecting from among the many options
available.

If you wish to make your own arrangements, careful
planning prevents many mishaps. There are guidebooks
written especially for the single traveler. Many travelers find
that planning is half the fun

If you prefer to travel with a companion, try a day or
weekend trip to see how well you get along as travel

jons. Short trips of any kind are a good introduction
to travel and a good preparation for more extensive travel

For maximum enjoyment, select travel according to your
particular interests and preferred mode of travel You can
enjoy scenery from the windows of a comtortable bus or you
can choose a wilderness trip where you hike to gorgeous areas
unavailable by vehicle You can stay in homes or homelike
surroundings or in large modemn hotels

Many tours cater to particular interests. Farmers and craft
persons can travel and meet with others in their field. 1f cities
are your preference, you can focus on theater or on museums.
in which you are interested

You might travel with a group of likeminded tounsts
Pilgrimages to places throughout the world bring travelers
together in faith Schools and alumni associations often
sponsor trips which may reunite you with old friends.

1f you are 60 or over and interested in opening your
to new ideas, you are welcome in Elderhostel

Elderhostel offers study courses (no homework, no tests,
no credit) in every state and Canadian provi as 45
foreign countries. Most programs start Satu ernoon
and end the following Friday or Saturday m
includes meals, lodging, the opportunity 1o ta to three
courses, and extracurricular activities

Their catalogs are published quarterly and are available at

2 3 m write Elderhostel
every public library. For more information, write |
Box 1959, Dept. TN, Wakefield, Mass 01880-595

Elderhostel programs are academic. and your

You can plan travel, visiting and sightseeing before
rogram period

’ )Vg\'hl*(hi: you travel alone or with a companion, w h.th

you plan your own trips 0r join a tour. s & single traveler your

opportunities have never been be!

(Address questions to be ansivere
W. Harrison, Rensselaer, Ind. 47978.)

1995 by Cathols

ays are f;
or after the

It is not being hate at someone does not follow
Catholic practice or church dexcrees if he is in fact not doing s

Going somewhere else is not what is r
needed 1> how to live with iny
What is needed 1s a solution
nounish one’s faith when on a stanvation diet, so to speak

For many people it is the power of the sacraments which
transcends the manner and person of those admunistenng
them. St Teresa of Avila, I think, saw devils around a priest
but stili knew the Mass was valid

Committed Catholics see therr pansh as family To
abandon one’s communty because of a pastor does not feel
right. After all, pastors come and go. The pansh commuruty
continues, and how the community is church to one another
does not change.

It may be less visible with a pastor who seems to do non-
Chnstian things, but it doesn't change in essence

I don’t know what the answer s, but | do know seeking
another parish 1s not it (Induna

il to state

How does one

Thank you for a wise and helpful letter | know your
words will give hope and encouragement to a lot of
priests and other ministers, and also to lay people like your-
self
In my opunion you make some fine points. But | would
have questions about at least a couple of them
I disagree with your statemcent that “the way Mass is said”

Is the liturgy a reason for switching parishes?

sa st al reason” for dexiding how to respond to one’s
faith community. or pansh.

it we believe, assume we all do. that the celebration of
the Euchanst is the heart of our life of faith and the core
expression of what we believe we are all about as the body of
Chnist. then certain elements of how that celebration takes
place are not at all trivial They are quite senous.

They may express what the church says is happening in the
liturgy (in the liturgical documents or in the words of the
liturgy itself). or they may not. If they do not, they are. at least
to some degree, damaging to our faith

It's true priests come and go But so do lots of lay people
Canen law spells out a number of rights Catholic faithful have,
among them the night to be spinitually fed by liturgies carned
out as the church allows and prescribes.

asl

Is one untaithtul to one’s pansh, tor example. by seeking
the help ot another community in living and praying one’s
Catholic relationship to God more tully” 1 wouldn't be quite
S0 quick to answer yes

A free brochure on confession without serious sm and other
questions about the sacramient of penance is avadable by sending a
stamped and self-addressed envelope to Father John Dietzen, Holy
Trimty Church, 704 N. Mamn St Bloomington, 1l 61701.)

(Quiestions for this column should be sent to Father Dietzen at
the same address.)

© 1995 by Cathoiic News Servuce

TOTAL SCHOOL  Assembly/Esrichment Program For K8
> .

P Entitied:
NG Juggling Up The
< & Self Esteem Ladder

2 r by Paul 0. Kelly as Connor the Clown

) </ Seen by 150,000+ Students
THE SERIOUS O'SILLIES COMPANY

Large Selectien ef Fabric la Steck at Biscount Prices!
Sinco 10885

Al types of upholstery needs
- Repair & Rebuilding
- Fabric shown in your house or our showroom
- Free Estimates

353-1217 4024 E. Michigan

a daily Mass for shut-ins

want to watch

Indianapolis-area COMCAST cabl
& EWTN coverage extended

rs welcome a letter or note

Other cable opera

stonal note with your monthly payment

85

diana’s large

Attention,
Cable
Gustomers!

Speak up for quality religious programming.

Help decide what type of programming will be available to you from your cable company.

The Archdiocese of Indianapols strongly supports high quality. religious, values-oniented program-
ming. such as that provided by the Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) and the Faith &
Values Channel (an ecumenical effort of Catholic and other mainline religions). Both channels carry

Cable company owners want to hear from their subscribers regarding the types of programs you

e company 1s including a ballot for subscribers in its February
billings. Please use it to let CoMCasT know that you want

© the Faith & Values Channel made available.

rom you at any time. We

Catholic Communications Center
Archdiocese of Indianapolis
1-800-382-9%36_ ext

The Criterion
1 weekly
$2-9836, ext. 1570 (Indiana Only)

uggest enclosing an occa-

1585 (Indiana Only

newspaper




Page 14

The Criterion

February 10, 1995

Estertaimment

VIEWING WITH ARNOLD

‘Nobody’s Fool” examines
friendship, motivations

by Jamies W. Arnold

“Nobody’s Fool” 1s a rare movie achieve-
ment—a quality film about quirky but
likeable characters in a small, northeastern
American town that's
come upon hard times
and is enduring a drab,
snowy season between
Thanksgiving and New
Year's.

At age 70, the incom-
parable Paul Newman
embodies still another
definitive role to go with
(among others) h's
“Hud,” “Cool Hand
Luke” and “Butch Cassidy” characters. This
time he’s not a legend, but a charming
ordinary guy who has never quite grown uj
or used his natural talents. While not “
success,” he’s never lost touch with his
humanity.

Newman plays Don Sullivan, a 60-sh
handyman and construction worker with a
gimpy knee, a fractured family lite, and a run
of bad luck. But Sully 1s a kind friend to
several oddly damaged characters in the
fictional town of North Bath, N.Y. In this
cold, unpromising season, the nature of their
interdependence and love is revealed, put
under stress, and then satisfyingly

Based on Richard Russo's novel, “No-
budthool“gnﬂym-nMwawn

bond into a community that
e e v o e family and canng,
- It's a theme

decade ago (in “Places in the Heart")
To outward appearances, Sully is no blg
deal. His work is barely self-supporting. He

Mattie’s Diner and 1sa n n
at the Iron Horse bar. His
and he's boarding in the
once elegant house of the aged Miss Beryl
(the late Jesswa Tandy) Once
eighth-grade teacher, she stubbomnly keeps
her faith in him. As her stuffy banker son
tells her, “Everybody sees through him
except you

In the opening action shot, a snow-laden
branch falls onto her backyard birdbath, and
Miss Bery! comments wryly, “1 think God's
zeroing in on me.” In truth, the Lord scems
to be aiming at Sully as well. forang him at
last to make major life decisions.

He has a feud going with his poker rival
and sometime employer, contractor Carl
Roebuck (Bruce Willis), who refuses to pay
for Sully’s knee, presumably banged up on
the job. Sully has just sued him and lost,
probably because his literally one-legged
lawyer (Gene Saks), another poker pal, sn't
sharp. (He constantly loses bets on Judge
Wapner's TV dexisions )

Sully gets what the Jesuits call “occult
compensation” by stealing Roebuck’s tancy
new snowblower. (Roebuck playtully keeps
stealing it back ) Roebuck is also cheating on
his wife (Melanie Gniffith, in her best part
since “Working Girl”), “the most beautiful
woman in town.” She keeps her sanity by
wistfully joking with Sully about escaping
together to Hawaii.

Among Sully’s other involving relation-
ships: the meathead town policeman who
ke persecuting him, the  slow-witted,
impovenshed Rub (Pruitt Taylor Vince),
who helps on odd jobs and follows him
about like a friendly spaniel, and Miss
Hattie, the senile diner owner, who some-
times wanders off into the snow. (In a scene
typical of Sullys good nature, he runs
hobbling after down the center of the

helps out at
the poker game
wite has remarried

Sullv’s

a spontaneous ex)
classifies the film 4

“BEFORE SUNRISE'—After an intriguing chance encounter on the Eurorail, Jesse (played
by actor Ethan Hawke) suggests that Celine (portrayed by actress Julie Delpy) join him on
tion of Vienna in “Before Sunrise.” The US. Catholic Conference
-111 for adults. (CNS photo from Castle Rock Entertainment)

street in his stocking feet, and gently leads
her back. “You and me gotta go dancing
some day,” he tells her)

Sully 1s no saint, but he makes these
lives bearable They're all impa acted when
suddenly his adult son, Peter (Dylan
Walsh), shows up with his wife and two
sons to spend the holidays. He's lost his
job as a college teacher, and his marriage
is also shaky. He holds a hard grudge

against Sully for “running out” and no!
being a decent father
The heart of “Nobody’s Fool” is Sully’s

very late “coming of age” and acceptance of
responsibility. We watch him reconcile with
Peter (that most delightful of human events,
funny as well as touching) and counsel his
6-year-old grandson, who is overly shy and
frightened of too many things. While Sully
comes to terms with hus real family (and his
bad memories of his own father), he also
manages to hang on beautifully to the others
who have come to need him.

Plainly, “Fool” has the nch flavor of a
good novel Sex and violence? No. Nudity is
used very briefly for comic purposes, and the
movie’s wildest moment comes when the
infuriated town cop pulis his gun to keep
Sully from dnving his truck on a residential
sidewalk.

Probably all the major actors have a shot

at Oscar nomunations: 1t's worth noting that
in the past Benton’s writing and direction
have won best actor awards for Dustin
Hoftman and Meryl Streep (“Kramer Vs.
Kramer ) as well as Sally Field (“Places in
the Heart™)

Newman will be nominated again: he's
the closest thing to a cinch since they stopped
betting on whether the sun would nse. What
a treasure this guy has been, both for movies
and simply as a human being,

(Expertly crafted, moving pom-an of
small town humanity and ! ; recom-
mended for mature youth and aduls.)

USCC classification: A-111, adults.

“Tad’ provides inside look at the Lincoln White House

by Henry Herx and Gerri Pare
Catholic News Service

Abraham Lincoln’s White House years while the Civil War
tore the country asunder are seen through the childlike
perspective of his irrepressible young son in “Tad,” ainng
Sunday, Feb. 12, from 7 pm. to 9 p.m. on the Family cable
channel

For 7-year-old Thomas, nicknamed Tad (Bug Hall), and his
10-year-old brother Willie (Tyler Long), the big presidential
mansion meant expanded opportunities for mischief making.
This brought some much-needed laughter to their belea-
guered father (Kris Kristofferson), but exasperated their
high-strung mother (Jane Curtin)

When rheumatic fever strikes both brothers and Willie
dies, Mrs. Lincoln is inconsolable. Her depression s
intensified by the memory of already having lost son Edward
at age 4. She also fears her oldest son, Harvard student Robert
(Kieran Mulroney), might join the Union forces and be killed

More than ever, Tad’s presence and innocent intrusions
provide comfort to a president nearly overwhelmed by the
enormity of the country’s problems.

Joyful relief at the war’s end gives way to unimaginable
horror when Tad comes home from an evening magic show
to learn his father has been shot at Ford's Theatre. The child
must now become his mother’s stalwart

“Tad” is a genteel, family-oniented produc
the bittersweet personal life of Honest Abe as a
father dunng his White House vears
between husband and wite is depicted ra
Abe’s strained relations with his grown son
more conviction. Lincoln's
through clearly, givin

tion stressing

Keeping this somber story upbeat is young Hall wt
an appealin: Tad erfoot and  und
unaware of momentous historical events swirling

The crucial issue of slavery is dram ed f
simple perspective and Tad's grasp of the Civil W
along the lines of playing toy soldiers with commar
members of the household statt

The makeup artists have outdone themselves in converting
Kristofferson mnto the very image of the beloved prwmnv
even if his portrayal of Lincoln is undistinguished

forever ur

Production values are top shelf throughout with splendid
sets and period costumes faithfully evoking the era

“A Walton Wedding”
John-Boy takes the ultimate lover’s leap in “A Walton
Wedding,” airing Sunday, Feb. 12, from 9 pm. to 11 pm. on
CBS. The story is based on the long-running (1972-81) series,
“The Waltons,” about a large Depression-era, Vinginia
mountain family
This update picks up in 1964 New York, where writer
John-Boy (Richard Thomas) has proposed to Janet (Kate
McNeil), whose father 1s abroad as a US ambassador Janet's
Aunt Flo (Holland Taylor) is set on making the wedding a
grand society affair in the city. much to John-Boy’s unease
Meanwhile, back in Virginia, Pa (Ralph Waite) is juggling
Jumber and politics, Ma (Michael Leamned) is taking her first
college course, a new grandchild 1s almost due, and Grandma
(Ellen Corby) is mum about her own dad, despite John-Boy's
need to know for an article he can't seem to pin down
Each hiding last-minute cold feet from the other, Janet and
John-Bov decide to get married on Walton's Mountain, but
matters aren't helped when the ambassador and his wife
armve and are promptly tossed in the pokey
As the elderly Baldwin sisters prepare their famo
recipe” (read moonshine) for the reception, it's anyc
guess if wedding bells wil lly nng
Series fans will be 0 see virtually the
3 i fral Corby as

the

down-home ong,

TV

through Wednesday

Programs of Note

Sunday Feb 12415, 911 pm. (cable

Drscovery Channel) “The Promised Land.” Between 1940 and
1970, more than 5 milhlon Afncan-Amenicans left the rural South
for obs and a chance for a better life in the industrial North. The
senes explores the socal, political and cultural dimensions of their
mugration. The first two segments air on Feb. 12 from 9 p.m. to 11
p-m., and the concluding three segments will be broadcast on Feb.
1315from 10pm to 11 pm

Sunday, Feb 12, 8-10 pm (A&E cable) “Nicholas &
Alexandra: Anointed by God.” Newly disclosed documents
reveal the full story of the fate of the last emperor of Russia,
Tsar Nicholas, his wife Alexandra, and their five children, as
well as the extraordinary events surrounding the Russian
Revolution
Monday, Feb. 13, »me u‘Bs; “Future Quest. "'l:n«pu
Me” and “Virtual Reality” episodes examine energy, with a
new perspective on what makes humans “run,” and on what
exactly virtual reality s and its effect on society

Tuesday, Feb 14,89 pm. (PBS) “Siamese Twins” A “Nova”
program follows the preparations, surgery and aftermath of a
high-nsk operation to separate two baby girls born 1+ Thailand
who are oined at the pelvis and share a common

Tuesday, Feb 14, %10 pm. (PBS) “The Godfather of
Cocane ™ A “Frontline” investigative biography tells of the
nise and fall of Columbian drug lord Pablo Escobar

Wednesday, Feb 15, 89 pm. (NBC) “When Stars Were
Kids * This special hosted by Mark Curry looks at the
childhoods of some celebrities before they became famous.
The program uses home movies, yearbooks, family photo
al h ms, and personal interviews with teachers, friends and
s of such persona Candice Bergen, Sylvester
ne, Sally Field, Hillary Clinton, David Copperfield, and

ties as

PBS) “One Woman,
xperience”’ series, an
st democracy, so
the franchise to
to pass the 19th

) par
n [

pposed g
from 1549
»men the right to vote

10 pm. (ABC) “The Computer Wore
y TV remake of its own 1970
cal film of the same name, the brain of an average
llege student (Kirk Cameron) suddenly acquires the powers
of a computer

erify program dates and times. Henry
¢ staff of the LS. Catholic
for Film and Broadcasting. )

1 director and Gerri Pare 1sont
Conference Office
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by Fr. Owen F. Campion

Jeremiah, whose prophecy provides this
weekend’s first scriptural reading in the
liturgy, is regarded as one of the greatest of
the ancient Hebrew

.
is distinction oc-

curs partly because the
Book of Jeremiah is of
considerable lergth,
with 52 chapters. Jere-
miah also is a book of
masterful writing. It
conveys a power and a

e

Writing about 600
years before Christ, Jeremiah drew to
himself the scorn of the great and the
influential, including the dislike of the king
himself. It would not have been fashionable
for a person in his time to be seen near
Jeremiah

As with the other prophets, Jeremiah was
stern and outspoken in calling people to
return to God and to living in accord with
God’s law for them.

In this weekend's reading, Jeremiah
makes clear the point that those who trust in
human judgments instead of in God's own
words are the supreme fools.

The prophet’s language 1s clear n its
precision and color. Those trusting in
humans stand in “a lava waste” Anyone
who has seen a field of lava encircling a
volcano knows how desolate and lifeless
land can be. There is nothing Nothing

life, not even a stream of water. All
is death, void, and hopelessness.

By contrast, Jeremiah insists, life with
God is like life in an oasis, where trees
flourish and life blooms.

The person who acknowledges a per-
sonal need for God, the prophet says, is
“blessed.

Readers may submit prose
or poetry for consideration

The Criterion invites readers to submit
original prose or poetry relating to faith or
experiences of prayer for possible publica-
tion in the “My Journey to God” column.

Material not accepted for publication will
be returned to the sender. Other submissions
might be filed for later use, especially if there
is a seasonal theme.

Please include name, address, parish, and
telephone number with all submissions.

Send material to The Craterion in care of
P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind. 46206

|

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Sunday Readings

Sunday, Feb. 12, 1995
Jeremiah 17:5-8 — 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 — Luke 6:17, 20-26

St. Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians
is the source of the second reading,

This reading is a splendid testimony to
Jesus as the risen Lord Paul is fum in his
explanation of this pnmary Christian belief
in Jesus. If Jesus did not resurrect from the
dead, Paul says, then Christian faith is
nonsense.

For the Gospel, the liturgy this weekend
tums to the Gospel of Luke. It is the great
lesson of the Beatitudes, a story found also in

tthew

Both for Matthew and for Luke, the
sermon of the Beatitudes occurs at a very
dramatic moment. By the miracles, Jesus has
established an identity as God's own
representative, possessing the power of God
Jesus has called the Aposties Now, Jesus
begins to teach.

The first lesson s in the form of the
Beatitudes. Hearing the Beatitudes in Eng-
lish may be something of a disadvantage In
English, “blessed” is not as strong a term as
is this phrase in the Gospet. An awkward
but more illuminating, translation might be,
“Part of God's kingdom will be poor ., the
mercitul” and so on.

Those who display these great qualities of
mercy, love, justice, and compassion will
achieve a place in the kingdom of God
Indeed they will produce the kingdom of
God in their surroundings.

Reflection

The great winter feasts of Christmas, the
Epiphany, and the Baptism of Christ have
introduced us to essential elements in the
identity of Jesus, Son of God, Word made
flesh, Lamb of God.

In these feasts, the church has set before
us a most appealing figure, the Lord Jesus.
Jesus answers our needs. Jesus fulfills all our
hopes and desires

How do we connect with this Lord Jesus?

We connext with our Christian faith by
living as Jesus lived, by showing mercy, by
secking justice, by detachment from the
things of earth

In such lives, we achieve for ourselves a
place in the kingdom The kingdom will be
hereafter. It also will be now, wherever love
and justice prevail. Wherever it prevails
peace will reign

Living as Jesus lived is more easily said
than done. It “blessed” loses force in an
English translation, “poor” suffers as badly
In the Gospel, “poor” has an absolute, stark
uncompromising tone.

To live as Jesus hived, Chnistians must be
poor. They must have no goal but to ser
God, no other prionty. If, however, they
truly become poor, then they will be blessed
The kingdom and all its rewards will belong
to them

MY-JOURNEY TO GOD

From my window this early morn
1stand and watch the earth without
I see the snow all pure and white—
More has fallen overnight—
The shrubs transformed,

the lawn so clean,
With not a scar upon the scene,
As if we're on this alone
With just the snow and trees that groan
With wind that dances all around
And skips across the cold white ground.
But something’s wrong,

my heart cries out,
W' too still, too clean, without a doubt.
1 want a snowman on the lawn,

* A sled, an igloo, and the shouts

Of children as they run about
With faces red and eyes aglow
And lots of footprints in the snow.

_Oh, how I miss so very much

- noisy house, the sticky touch
Of little fingers on my gown,
The scattered toys, things upside down,
Of doors that bang and kids that call,
“Mom, I can't find my socks at all*”

Footprints in the Snow

(Rosalynn DeFelice isa member of St

The clock’s soft chimes

Count away the hours,

The fumace hums

We're blessed, I know:

But as I watch the scene below

[ miss the footprints in the snow
by Rosalynn DeFelice

Barnatws Parish in Indianapolss.)

Monday, Feb 13
Seasonal weekday
Genesis 41-15. 25

Psalm 50:1, 8, 16-17, 20-21
Mark 8:11-13

Tuesday, Feb. 14

Cyril religious, and Methodius,
bishop, missionaries

Genesis 6:5-8; 715, 10

Psalm 29:14, 9-10

Mark 814-21

Wednesday, Feb 15 /

Seasonal weekday

Genesis 8.6-13, 20-22

Psalm 116:12-15, 1819

N

THE POPE TEACHES
Visits focus on pursuit of holiness

by I’np;' Paul Il
Remarks a ch. 1

John
a

My recent pastoral visit to the Philip-
pines. Papua New Guinea, Australia and Sri
Lanka began with the celebration in Manila
of the 10th World Youth Day

The motto of this year's World Youth
Day—"As the Father sent me, so 1 am
wnding vou” (John 2021)—evokes the
mission given by the nsen Chrst to his
fisciples and s gift of the Holy Spint at
Pentecost

During the vigil and the final Mass,
millions of young people meditated on the
Lord’s resurrection and on our mission to be
his witnesses before the world This great
gathering of young people was an eloquent

Daily Readings

Thursday. Feb. 16
Seasonal weekday
Genesis 91-13

Psalm 102.16-18, 19-23, 29
Mark 827-33
Fnday, Feb

Seven Founders of the
Order of Serviles, religious
Genesis 11.1-9
Psalm 33:10-15
Mark 834 -91

Saturday, beb. 18
Blessed Virgin Mary
Hebrews 11:1-7
Psalm 1452-5, 10-11
Mark 9213

image of the church as God's pilgrim people
on earth

The next stages of my pastoral visit
emphasized the goal of the church’s earthly
pilgrimage the pursuit of holiness.

In Papua New Guinea, Australia and Sn
Lanka, 1 celebrated the beatification of three
outstanding witnesses to Jesus Chnst: Peter
To Rot. catechist and martyr; Mother Mary
MacKillop, a couragsous religious devoted
to the neads of the poor; and Father Joseph
Vaz, the apostle of Sri Lanka

In a real way, this pastoral visit was about
young people and the youth of the church.
Even in those parts of the world, like Asia,
where Christians are few in number, the
church is constantly made young by the

resence of Christ and serves as a vital
caven of the Gospel throughout society

SAINT OF THE WEEK

century reformer

by ‘Iuhn F Fink

This series on the lives of saints will
soon come to an end. It is now n its third
year and it has already profiled most of
the major saints that are venerated in the
liturgy of the Catholic Church. For
example, between Feb. 10 and Feb 17 the
church’s feasts are St Scholastica, Our
Lady of Lourdes, SS. Cyril and
Methodius, and the seven founders of the
Order of Servites. If you count St
Bernadette Soubirous, to whom Our Lady
of Lourdes appeared. all of those saints
have already been subjects of articles in
this series.

Our Lady
share he

of Lourdes does, howe
y (Feb. 11) with St Benedict

feas!

cupbe:

couple

that he w

0 the

Benedictine

with obser

acticed some
cnbed in the
and St. Basil

t-Seine died

to elect Bened

Benedict of Aniane was a ninth

of monasticism

built a small hermitage beside the brook
Aniane where he lived in self-imposed
destitution, praying continually

Soon Benedict attracted other men who
placed themselves under his direction They
lived together and supported themselves
through manual labor. They ate only bread
and drank only water, except on Sundays
and feast days when they would add some
wine or milk if it was given to them by their
neighbors. Benedict, too, worked in the fields
or copied books

This way of life apparently appealed to a
lot of men in the ninth century because soon
Benedict had many religious under his
direction. He began to buikd monasteries in
the areas of Provence, Languedoc and
Gascony Eventually he became the director
werseer for all the monasteries in the
. reforming many of them with little
position

and

magne died in 814 and was
i by Emperor Louis the Pious
inted Benedict near him so obliged
to build a monastery near Aachen,
Germany, the emperor’s residence. This
monastery was known as Cornelimunster
(1 have visited this monastery a couple of
Benedict lived here but continued
versce the monastic observance of
other monasteries throughout France and
any

times

Gerr

In the year 817 Benedict presided over
the Council of Aachen, an assembly of
abbots at which canons of reformation
were drawn up to restore discipline in the

monasteries. Benedict's statutes, called
the Capitula of Aachen, were annexed to
the Rule of St Benedict Benedict also
w the Codex Regularum (Code of
Ru a collection of all the monastic
regulations; and the Concordia Regularum
(Concord of Rules), which shows the

the rules of St Benedict and
archs

n his efforts at
ns, Benedict died
munster in 821
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e Active LisT

The Criterion welcomes announcements

parish end church-related a
them brief, listing e

1400 N Merudian St

February 10
St Luke Parish will present Fatlcc
Dave Grovller and triends in
‘Cabaret 95" at 8 pm. For more
information. call Mary Anr
Howard Hoffman at 317
HW Tickets are $1250

Catholic Charismatic Renewal
will hold the February Mass today
at730 p.m at Holy Rosary Parish
tevens St in Indianapolis
Preceding the Mass, Father Al
Ajamie will give a class on the
sacraments as a source of grace

February 10-11
The University of Indianapolis
will present, “Mernly We Roll
Along” at 8 pm. each eve
For reservations, call 317753
3251 Cost is $5 for adults; $4 for
students and seniors

February 10-12

Beech  Grove

Benedictine

nt, sponsor, date.
announcements will be taken by telephone
Notices must be m our offices by 10 a
publication. Hand delwver or mail to: The C
P.O Box 1717,

for The Active List of
open to the public. Please ke
e and location. N

No pictures, please

Indsanapolis, Ind

Center will hold a retreat, “Con

temporary Parables. Findu
Telling the Sacred Stores of our
Lives

with Liza Hyatt R
at 730 Friday
register, call the center at
S8

Fatima Retreat House will hold a
Tobit Weekend for Engaged Cou
m. on Friday to 2

information,

_For_mare

February 11

St Bartholomew Parish will hold
its annual marriage day from 9
am w3 pm at the St Columba
Campus in Columbus For more
Kathy Davis
a 207 or Lisa
Teague at $12-546-0438. To regis
ter,_callthe porshoffice at
812-379-935

Father Jeff Goder
associate director

er, executive
o education

will lead a reflection on treasur
ing, the mystery of a relationship
The evening of reflection will be
held in St Joseph Center, located
at Main St. and Division Road in
Tipton. Pre-registration is re
quired by Feb 4 For more detail
or registration information
Sister Wanda Wetli at 317-675
3950 Suggested donation of $20-
30 will be accepted

The Ca
zation will hol

T

wolic Widowed Organ:
at the

n, call Marian

7849135

King's Singles will meet at
Christ the King Church, 3884 N
Crittenden Ave. for 830 am
Mass followed by breakfast at a
nearby catery. All adult singles
are welcome

St Barnabas Men's Club will
hold a Monte Carlo Night in the
parish center from 8 pm to 1
am

beer, wine, pop. and snacks. The
Ladies Club will host an all-you-
can-eat ltalian dinner from 4
730 p.m Costis $5 for adults, $3
for children

Admission 1s $3 including

Lenten
Retreats ar

Fatima Retreat House
1995 Schedule

March 3-5 (Men
The Good News of Jesus for Men

Fr. Jeff Godecker

\lmh 10- l_‘ (Women)

in Six M

.I
Fr. Clem Davis & Sr

March 31-April 2
The Many Faces of Jesus

Fr Jeff Charlton & Sr. Mildred Wannemeuhler

Antoinette Purcell

March 24-26 (Women)
Satisfying Hunger Through Eucharist

Fr James Farrell & Rita Burns Senseman

Women

For details or applications, call (317) 545-7681

Holy Tty Church will hold a
reverse ratfle at 630 pm n
Bockhold Hall, 902 Holm-\ Ave
Tickets are $15 per person Call
317-636-TonS tor tickets

A pro-life rosary s praved at 9 X
am each Saturday at the Clinic
tor Women, 38th and Parker

St Francis
Cincinnats
Ih Warmth of Nature,

trom
am to4 pm Call the conter

525930

St Patrick Church, 936 E. Pros.

pect St will hold a spaghetti
supper from 4307 pm. 85 for
adults. $3

February 12

The Ladies Sodality Club of St
Nicholas Parish

kfast
from 7 3 am Free-will
donation will be accepted For
more information, call 812
3238

Sunma

St Michael Church, 3354 W
30th St will hold its annual Val
entine's Sweetheart Breakfast
from 830-1130 am in the
school cafeteria. Cost adults,
$375, children $2 75, pre-school
ers $1

The parishioners of Chnst the
King Panish. Indianapolis. invite
triends of Monsignor Kenny

10 join them after Mass

St Paul. Sellersburg, will_hold
prayer and praise from 7-815
pm. in the church Come wor
e in tellowship

cail 812

formation

e,

*1 iried it to r-ake sure it was okay.”

© 1998 CNS Guooives

Sacred Heart Parish. 1530 Union
St will hold a holy hour with
the rosary at 2 pm. in the
church. Everyone is welcome
For more inf

mation, call
Dorothy at 317-356-5110

St Joan of Arc Church will hold
a rosary and Divine Mercy
chaplet at 430 pm

St Peter Church. Brookville, will
show the Mothe
spired. Vatican approved video

The Living Fucharist” at
1 pm Call $12:623-3670 for
more informat

senes

St Jude Parish. Indianapolis
will hold a Liturgy for Lovers
an evening of marriage enrich
ment, beginning at 3 pm

Teresa in- | K1

Mass. For more information, call |

377864371

St john Church, 126 West Geor

| The Liturgy of the Hours,

gia St will host an organ recital
by Colleen Kelsey as part of the

Music at St John's” series. The
recital will begin at 4 pm. The
recital is free and open to the
public For more information,
call 317-635-2021

waa

Dr. Bums Seeley, staff theologian
at the Apostolate for Fami
Consecration, will speak at Burk-
holders, 2515 Blackiston  Mill
Road, Clarksville at 1 p.m. Secley
will talk about the Apostolate
programs  Bring a dish  Call
12-048-2003 tor more details
o

St Anthony
Clarksville,
Me

310 Sherwood Ave,
will hold a 10-week
Diva rcy Novena program
from 67 pm_For more informa-
tion, call the Apostolte for Family
Consecration at 8§12-948-2003

February 14
Fatima Retreat House will hold a
retrat. “Pray without Ceasing
from 9
pm  For more
(Conmtmued on page 17)

Mount Saint Trancis -
Retreat Center

(located in m"ul Southern Indiana, on Highway 150 West, minutes from -84 and Louisville)

Imagination and Inner Work

in the Spiritual Life
February 24th through 26th
Presented by Sister Gabriele Uhlein, OSF
Fee - $85.00 per resident ¢ $65.00 per commuter

FOR MORE INFORMATION & A COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF RETREATS::
CALL: (812) 923-8817 OR WRITE: Director of Retreats;
Mount Saint Francis Retreat Center

5353 East 56th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46226-1486 s

101 St Anthony Drive, Mount Saint Francis, Indiana 47146
ancis Rytreat (

enter 1s an ap

olate of the Comventual Francucans

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Spring Clean Up
March 1st through Good Friday

All decorations are to be removed by March 1st. Decorations will
not be permitted until Holy Saturday, April 15th

Any decorations not removed by March 1st will be picked up and
disposed of by the cemetery. This is so we will be able to clean up
and groom the cemeteries prior to grass cutting season

Please remember to pick up all decorations by March 1st,
;nc':udmg shepherd hooks, baskets and remembrance
ights. |

Catholic Cemeleries |

of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis
5 West Troy, Indpls. ® 7844439
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Abortion rates conti
reasons for decline

WASHINGTON

Both the

in the United States have cont

the most recent four-year per
Why those numbers are gou
both pro-life advocates and sup,
The number of abortions

1988 to just under 153 million in 1992, the most rece:

surveyed, according to a
Guttmacher Institute, Planned

by Catholic News Ser

number and rate of abortions

ued to drop slightly over
d studied

ng down, though, is unclear to
t legal abortion
fropped fror

milly

n in

car
1994 study by the Alan
1 Parenthood’s research arm

Moreover, the rate of abortion dipped 5 percent in those four

years, from 27.3 abortions per 1

000 women of child-bearing age

10 259 abortions per 1,000 women of child-be. aring age.

AlLUS. regions but the Midd

dle Atlantic (up 2 percent) saw a

drop in the abortion rate over the four-year period studied, and

all b > Middle
in the total number
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Catholic Charismatic Renewal of Central Indiana
Charismatic Mass
Mass " on the frst Frday of each month at selected panshes)
Date: February 10, 1995
Holy Rosary
520 Stevens St
Indianapolis,IN 46203

6:30 p.m. Teaching
Celebrant. Fr. Al Alamie

ware, 430 pm SUNDAY St
Ambrose, Seymour, 4 pm . Ritter
High Schoul Msgr Shert
dan K of € Council 6138, Job
Co., first Sunday each

Praise and Worship * 7:30 p.m. Mass
Celebrant: Fr. Noel Mueller

For Information C:
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KEVIN BERRY DIVISION

St. Patrick's Day Celebration
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Featuring
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Indianapolis Convention Center
"500" Ballroom
Sunday, March 12, 1995
12:00 noon

Lunch Buffet Included

For information '
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Bob Cottongim
at
317-251-1075
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Youdl News/Views

‘Take My Hand’ invites
teen-agers to celebrate

bg Linda Lehman
and Mary Ann Wyand

Guess what's happening next month!

“Take My Hand,” the 1995 Archdiocesan
Youth Conference, is scheduled March 18-19
at the Columbus Holiday Inn

The weekend conference promises to be a
great time for teen-agers from central and
southern Indiana to experience prayer,
music and fun. Youth and youth leaders
from all over the archdiocese have been hard
at work since last year planning this year's
conference for high school students

Keynote speaker Bruce Deaton of
Wilder, Ky, will blend music, storytel
ling, drama and humor into a memorable
conference opening

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein also
plans to participate in the conference again
this year as the celebrant for a youth Mass
and the leader of a youth forum

“The Archdiocesan Youth Conference
will be an exciting weekend of meeting new
friends, learning, celebrating our faith,
music, dancing, hearing interesting speak-
ers, and realizing that youth can make a
difference in our Church and our world,”
Tony Cooper, associate director of the
archdiocesan Office for Youth, Young Adult
and Ministries explained. “We're
very excited to have Bruce Deaton as the

|

faith during conference

keynote speaker because he is a versatile and
imaginative performer

A former member of the Fountain Square
Fools based in Cincinnati, Deaton shares the
Gospel message through his unique style of
humor, music and drama. In addition to his
keynote address, he will present
workshops and a concert

The cost for the conference is $63, which
includes all workshop sessions, lunch and
dinner on Saturday, lodging at the Colum-
bus Holiday Inn on Saturday night, a
conference T-shirt, and other events.

For registration information, contact a
pansh youth ministry coordinator  or
telephone the archdiocesan Office for
Youth, Young Adult and Campus Minis
tries at 1-800-382-9836, extension 1439, or
317-236-1439 before March 1 for the early
registration discount. After that date the
conterence fee is $68 a person

Participants can choose from nine work
shops with topics ranging from  stress
management to Christian humor. Recreation
fime includes opportunities to swim in the
hotel pool and enjoy the dance

“Last year's conference was a huge
success,” Cooper said, “and this years
promuses to be even better

Archdiocesan Youth Council members
have prepared a “Top Ten List” of reasons to
attend the 1995 conference, and they hope
teens will find at least one reason listed here
to register for the two-day event

two

St. Michael seventh graders
work to benefit the missions

by Elizaboth Bruns

St Michael School seventh  graders
displayed their school spint and sense of
mussion duning Catholic Schools Week

Students at the Indianapolis West
Deanery grade school earned $95 to help
the poor via a donation to the archdioce-
san Mission Office.

Maureen Karaba, mission educator for
the archdiocese, visited the students in
the fall and spoke to them about being
missionaries of God

“We, as Christians, are all missionar-
tes, whether we have our sleeves rolled
up working in Africa or serving the poor
here in Indiana,” said Karaba. “It all
makes a diffe ¢, one dollar or one
hundred dollars

Karaba's visit piqued the interest of
the students
Seventh-grade teacher Mary Kruse said
The class had a discussion about Mrs
Karaba's talk about the mussions  They
devided to become missionaries by earning

money through different odd jobs
Megan Stewart and Katie Bever
babysat and contributed the money

earned to the missions. Kali Katcher and
Jimmy Morrison were the top contribu
tors in the class, cleaning and shoveling
snow, respectively. Stephanie Dodge did
some extra chores around her house and
contnibuted her allowance

All 27 students had a goal of ating
$5 to the mussions. The seventh grad
earned a total of $95 and will prese
the Mission Office

Youth

Indianapotis Archaiocesan
outh Conference
1995

March 18-19, 1995
Columbus, Ind.

DESIGN AND DESIGNER—St.
Anthony of Padua parishioner B.
). Montoya of Clarksville (above
left) will see hundreds of teen-
agers wearing his T-shirt design
during the Archdiocesan Youth
Conference March 18-19 at the
Columbus Holiday Inn. His
shetches creatively illustrate the
conference theme of “Take My
Hand.” The T-shirt design fea-
tures blue lettering and a green
globe. The artwork of the open
hand goes on the front of the
T-shirts and the drawing of the
cross, globe and hands decorates
the back of the shirts. Each youth
who registers for the conference
receives a T-shirt. (Artwork by B.
). Montoya and school picture
provided by St. Xavier High
School in Louisville)

Top Ten Reasons to Attend the
Archdiocesan Youth Conference

10. You can go home and brag to your
little brother or sister that you got to go
swimming.

¥ You can meet hundreds of teen-agers
from all over central and southern Indiana

8 You can see a new ity
you hive in Columbus

7 You can be the proud owner of a
cool conference T-shirt designed by St
Anthony of Padua parishioner B |
Montoya of Clarksville

6. 1t's at least one day you don't have
to feed the dog
5 You can learn about the Archdioce-
san Youth Council and other archdioce-
san activities

unless

4 You can eat, dance, swim, cat, pray
talk, eat, make new friends

3. Your parents won't be there
unless they are chaperones

2 You can meet Archbishop Buechlen

1 You can expenience the energy, faith
and love of hundreds of Catholic teen-agers.

St Anthony parishioner B. | Montoya
said he's exaited about the fact that his

illustrations will decorate onference

fts and ta

ind with the

hand design. then I turned the paper around
and drew the cross design.”

B. ] also designed the logos for the
New  Albany  Deanery’s Mid-Winter
Youth Rally in 1994 and 1995,

A senior at St Xavier High School in
Lowsville, B. | said he plans to study
architecture in college but hasn't decided
on a university yet He's already been
accepted by three colleges

B. 1. 1s a member of the National Art
Honor Society and ranks in the top 20
percent of his class at the Louisville
school operated by the Xaverian Brothers.
He also studies the violin

1 take private music classes,” he said
1've been playing the violin for 14 years I've
done special Masses for my parish, and I've
played a couple of times for the New Albany
Deanery vouth rally and for the deanery
awards banquet I'm also involved in the
Lowsville Youth Orchestra

In spite of his busy schedule, B. J. said
he always makes time for youth munistry
activities

It's really atfected my ife a lot,” he said

My faith has grown and I have a better

understanding of the Church. I've also made
alot of friends and grown as a person
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$950

Fr. Joseph Ziliak
625 Frame Road - Newburgh, IN 4763
812-853-6181
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Young Adult Catechetical
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YOUNG ADULT GATHERING—Michelle Temet, a panshioner of 5S. Francis & Clare
Greenwood and Jenny Bosler of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Indianapolis pose for a
quick picture during the first Young Adult Catechetical Day on Feb. 4. The retreat was held
specifically for young adults, single or married, in their 205 and 30s.

ORGANIZERS—Joe Connelly, youth ministry director at Holy Spirit Parish in
Indianapolis, and Julie Szolek-Van Valkenburgh, director for the Office of Youth, Young
Adult and Campus Ministry for the archdiocese, take a well-deserved break during the
Young Adult Catechetical Day on Feb. 4 (Photos by Elizabeth Bruns)

St. Mary of the Woods and

Elena Monica, an HIV-positive
University of Indianapolis community on Feb pm a
Ransburg, Auditorium She will talk about, “AIDS, HIV and
the Heterosexual Community.” The event is free and open to
the public

nodel, wil ak the

St. Mary of the Woods College Admissions Office will host
an on-campus visit program on Feb 24-25 for junior and
senior high school women interested in becoming resident
students

Participants in the visit will attend a theatre performance of
“Dancing at Lughnasa,” on Friday night, then stay overnight
in the campus residence building, Scturday activities include
a chance to meet faculty and discuss majors
opportunities to learn about student activities and organiza
tions, a tour of the campus and tunch

The overnight stay is optional. There is no charge for the
visit. Interested women should call 812-535-5106 or 800-926-
SMWC (7692) for reservations

with

Martin University will hold a presentation, “Frederick
Douglass and America,” on Feb 18 at 7 pm. at the
Performing Arts Center 2171 Avondale Place. All events are
free and open to the public. For more information, call Pat
Stewart at 317-543-3262

Four members of the Cardinal Ritter Class of 95 have been
recognized for their etforts in and out of the classroom

eAnne Batchelor has been named a Manan Scholar at
Marian College. The award isin recognition of h
accomplishments and is renewable for fou
daughter of Richard and Suzanne Batchelor and is a member
of St. Malachy Parish

© Jamie Donnelly has ¢
of Notre Dame’s 1995 tres|
Notre Dame Scholar. This des
who seem most likely to make specia
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d campus visits in February

ter of  son of Gerald and Helen Otto and is a member of St. Gabriel

Parish

dau,

Marian College will hold a free campus preview day

for high school students on Feb 18 from 10 am to 2
is located at

om
X0 Cold Spring Road on
Indianapolis’ west side. The

daughter
Monica Pan:

o Johnny Otto has beer
indiana Wells Schola
B. Wells. The 1%
students chosen
Otto's outstanding accomplishments in high school He s the

admissions office will host
the event and provide information on everything from
scholarships to financial aid to students’ impressions
about campus life. Registrants are invited to a comph
mentary luncheon at Stokley Mansion. For Rirthir

mation on registration, call the admissions office at
929-0321 or 800-772-7264

recognized as a University of
named in honor of Chancellor Herman

class of Wells Scholars consists of 20

om only 30 finalsts. Selections reflects

y Federal Credit Union

317-271-7942

Knights Fam

54 South Girls School Road, Indianapolis, IN 46231
Hours Monday-Friday 10AM-6PM Saturday 10AM-1PM

Annoum:emenBQ
=

The new shared branch. located at 5836 Crawfordsville Road
in the Speedway Supercenter. 15 scheduled to open February 15, 1995.
Hours will be Monday through Frday. 9 am. to 7 p.m. and Saturday, 9:30 am. to 2pm

&

The annual meeting will be held March 11. 1995, at Celebrations

rer/dance will cost $14 per person. Get more information at the credit union.
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Welfare proposals will hurt kids,
not change parents, witness says

Head of Catholic Charities USA
calls for reform that would strengthen
families, reduce child poverty

WASHINGTON
at forcing welfare o
will hurt needy childn
their parents’ beha
USA told a congressic

‘Our founder cou
bread and fish, and !
sound social policy nor
people’s lives in jeopardy
Fred Kammer told the Hou
on Human Resources Jan. 30

The Catholic Church through
Charities has 250 years of expe
people targeted by reforms in the
Act, Father Kammer said

Because of that experience and the
teachings, Catholic Charities supports
reform that would strengthen families, promote employ
ment and reduce child poverty,” he said

But as much as the current syst
some well-intentioned changes could backfire, acc
to Father Kammer, “leaving us with more dependency

more child abuse and neglect, more teen pregnancy and
even more abortions

Of particular concern to Ca
exclude children from receving Aid to Famil

Dependent Children because they were born to unmarnied
teens, to mothers already on weltare or to children tor whom
paternity has not been legally established

“You can be sure that if there were any convincing
evidence that pregnancy could be significantly reduced
among unmarried teens and women by these measures
we would be in the torefront of support, Father Kammer
told the committee

b
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New nominee for surgeon general

WASHINGT

ng people
announced h

Tennessee
distribution of ¢

On Feb. 2. President Clintc
Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr . 61, as sury

Currently on the board of directors ot
Planned Parenthood, Foster was a member of Planned
Parenthood's national board in 1978-81 and its national
advisory council in 1981-85

A statement issued Feb

n gener.

Tennessee

3 in Foster's name by the

the Dilley sextuplets

of Indianapolis

some of the area’s leading obstetric, pediatnc and

& The kind you need for

We're Not

the birth of your child. 8 An Ordlnarv

Hospital.

I'he

Women's Hospital

draws fire

Health and Human Services said the
wed tewer than a dozen abortions
000 babies during his medica
done to “save the lives
n had been the vichms

Department ot

more than 1

abe

o because the wom
the s nt said

Right to Lite Commuttee announced that 1t

will ask Senators to oppose Foster's confirmation

President Clinton claims that he's not pro-abortion, sad
Douglas Johnson, the group’s legislatve director. “but with
physicians to choose from. he's chosen a

700,000 American
pro-abortion activist as the nation’s doctor in chief
But the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights,
which had strongly opposed Elders throughout her brief
tenure as surgeon general, took a wait-and-see attitude
We have no opinion yet.” said a spokeswoman in the
league's New York office Feb. 3. “We are waiting to get

pokesman tor the Knights of Columbus,
<o had not yet taken a formal position

But 1 can say that the positions Dr
Foster holds on contraception for teen-agers and abortion and
his support for Planned Parenthood are totally unacceptable
£ of view of the Knights of Columbus,” he said
that after the outcry

sell Shaw

his organization ak
: nomination yet

on t

Shaw also said it was “dismaying
against Elders, Clinton would “come up with a new nominee

whose views are so much like hers

— FIRST COMMUNION —
DRESSES and VEILS

Large New Shipment
Just Arrived

DRESSES
SIZES 6-14

Veils om $8.75
Gloves $10.00
Prayer Books
Boys&Gris . wom $3.28
Rosaries
Black & Whae  wom $3.00
Ties $3.25
Jewelry
Charms
Statues
Plaques
Cards
Music Boxes
Invitations
Decorations
Table and Party
Goods
— Hours —

Monday-Friday — 9:30 to 5:30
Saturday - 9:30 to 5:00

Parking South of Store

;
Krieg Bros.  c.oneo e

Catholic Supply House, Inc.
119 S. Meridian St Indpls . IN 46225

317-638-3416 1 ~‘BOO-426-;}767
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Pope saves his energy as one
of the congregation at Mass

This pope’s personal leadership
of liturgical ceremonies is unusual.
In the past popes rarely presided

by Cindy Wooden

ic News Service

VATICAN CITY—After more than 16 year:

at center stage
Pope John Paul If stepped aside Feb 2, allowing a cardinal to
preside at a Mass the pope attended in St Peter's Basilica

The annual Mass for religious, celebrated on the feast
of the Presentation of the Lord, began with a candlelight
procession in the darkened basilica

Lights shone down only on the papal altar and on a
raised platform in front and to the left of the altar, where
Pope John Paul stood holding a candle like everyone else
in the congregation k€

The Vatican had announced a week earlier that in order “to
avoid tinng” the pope and to reduce the strain on his
slow-healing right leg, he would not preside at several
liturgies which he traditionally led

The practice, more the rule than the exception in past
pontificates, is expected to become commonplace once again

After a liturgy- and meeting-packed 10-day trip in January,

N0t seen as

strategy to store up
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spe’s master of
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suchasb

emonies, could re
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r’s Basilica, in Rome and

countries

an cities and
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pective, this pope's personal
al than his
Mass
cally out of the ordu
the pope’s chiet st
al Institute.

“In the past, popes, like the Eastern patriarchs, rarely
presided at the liturgy They attended, blessed the deacon
reading the Gospel and the priest celebrating, but they
did not preside,” he said

When the pncc asked Cardinal Eduardo Martinez
Somalo, head of the congregation for religious, to preside
at the Feb. 2 Mass, Vatican liturgy planners thought Pope
John Paul would not be in attendance.

“But he insisted,” Msgr. Marini said

Usually if a bishop, patnarch or pope is present at a
Mass he is not celebrating. he presides over the first part
of the service, the Liturgy of the Word

nies 1S more ut

asking a cardinal to pres he early Feb
This is not something
Piero Mai
professor at Rome's Litus

said Msgr

U.S. Jews ask pope
to write encyclical
against anti-Semitism

7A~by Fr. Trevor Cullen
Cathols

¢ News Service

VATICAN CITY—To mark the 50th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz, members of the American Jewish
Committee governing board asked Pope John Paul Il in a
Feb. 6 meeting to sue an encyclical condemning all
forms of anti-Semitism

A participant in the meeting said the pope told the Jewish
delegation he would carefully study their request

Pope John Paul also told the group “the horrors of the
Shoah,” or Holocaust, must lead to a greater commitment by
Catholics and Jews to work together for justice

He asked the delegates “to pray and to work, together and
with others, in order to foster peace in the Holy Land, which
is 50 dear to Jews, Chnstians and Muslims alike

Robert S. Rifkind, president of the American Jewish
Commuittee, thanked the pope tor consistently recognizing that
it is important for the world to remember the Holocaust

“We and you share the view that the Shoah stands as a
monument to the danger of moral relativism. to the reality of
man’s capacity for evil, to the wickedness of denying the
humanity of any of God's children and to the newd tor
collectiy ¢ action in resisting evil,” he told the pope

He said an encyclical condemning anti-S¢
“represent an enduring contribution to human welfare and a
crowning achievement ot your munistry

Rifkind later told reporters the pope said he would “study
very carefully” the delegates request

As early as 1983, the Vatican said it was considering
issuing a document on anti-Semitism The project is still
under consideration

The Jewish delegation also raised its concern about
those who distort the history of the Holocaust and
Rifkind asked the pope to open relevant Vatican archives
from 1933-45 to Catholic and Jewish scholars for turther
research on the Holocaust

The meeting with the pope also marked the 30th
anniversary of “Nostra Aetate, the Second Vatican Council's
document on relations with non-Christians

The pope spoke of “profound changes” in Catholic-Jewish
relations since the document was published in 1965

“The misunderstandings and difficulties of former
times are gradually being replaced by trust and mutual
esteem,” the pope said

Rifkind said the document “has been a fou
stone” for improving relations between Catholic 3
over the last 30 years

The pope and the Jewish leaders said t
what has been said he dialogues nto practy the
next task for Catholics and Jews
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and intormation
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John Paul said

At a Rome press conference aft
was asked whether the group discussed with the popy
Vatican's granting an honorary ¢ al kmighthood
year to former Austrian Presid Waldh
despite the fact that questions remain about his share of
the guilt for war crimes his unit committed hile he was
an officer in the German army during World W2

Rifkind said that although they did not
Waldheim by name, “we did press the pope
business of polishing the reputation of peopic
reputations ought not to be polished

r the me Rifhin

mentic

But if there 1s “good reason,” according to lturgical
del; he doesn't even have to do that much

v Mass, descrbed as a “euchanstic
e participation of the Holy Father,” the
omily. led a prayer of thanksgiving to God for
sus life and gave the final blessing

ablishend a Vancan, and he did not
ance or recessional provessions.
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Msgr Marini said. It began with Pope John
VI and the liturgical retorms of the Second
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Worsening economic hardship
in Middle East is detailed

Reports at Vatican meeting from the Persian Gulf Was has
various parts of the Middle East rong, misch of the population, sAkl a reprs
indicate economic deterioration perce ¥ ¥ rm about 15 perce

o Th
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region, a Vatican meeting wa
In fact, worsening eco
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who coordinates social-pastoral activities in Lebanon

well-being ot local

Congregation  for
Eastern-rite Churches, brought together representatives of
Catholic aid organizations to discuss the church’s work in the
Holy Land and beyond. Reports tiom various parts of the The
Middle East indicated an alarming economic deterioratior Pa
o In Israeli-occupied terntories and Palestinian autono-

the loss of jobs, the forced closing of sm.

businesses and the failure of foreign donors to honor their
commitments have devastated an already overburdened
nearly 30 percent of T vea) s
now live in poverty Bevause they cannot
find housing and afford to raise a family, Christian couples are
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Patnarch Sabbah said there was a need for improved
coordination among aid agencies in the Holy Land. At the
same time. he spoke of the danger of creating a type of chent
population amoryg Christians in the area

Vatican workers ask cardinals
for 15 percent pay raises

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Vatican lay workers, saying they
are beaning the brunt of Holy See budget problems, have
appealed to a commussion of cardinals to intervene and raise
their base salanes by 15 percent

In a letter to the 15 members of the commission, which
oversees major financial issues at the Vatcan, the

tion of Vatican Lay Employees said they were
frustrated at Vatican inaction on their request to upd
the salary scales. last set in 1985

Over the last 10 years, the Vatican has given annual
which, according o the lay
i behind inflation
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