Families must solve vocations crisis

Pope’s message encourages families to act as a
garden where seeds of vocation gro
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Archbishop explains why it is necessary to close

the parish at the end of th

by Margaret Nelson

is calendar year

archbishop said that St. Anthony would help
wit

Fifty parishioners of Assumption
Par.sh, Indianapolis, met with Archbi-
shop Daniel M. Buechlein on Saturday
night, April 16. Their parish, along with
St. Bridget's, will be closed this year in a
center city plan announced in late
January. Assumption Church will be kept
as a chapel, with members asked to
attend St. Anthony Parish

Father John Ryan, pastor of Assu-aption
and St. Anthony, introduced Archbishop
Buechlein. The archbishop said, “I want to
do what I can to help you with the difficult
challenge of making a transition from being
an independent community of faith here at
Assumption to being a community of faith at
St. Anthony’s, with whom I understand
some of you already worship on weekdays.”

Archbishop Buechlein said that the past
20 years have brought the number of center
city parishioners from 38000 to 12,000,
though the population has grown in the
archdiocese. He said that much of the
decision involved staffing, explaining that
though there are many seminarians, only
one man will be ordained in the next three
years, and the number of priests is
decreasing

Parish members wanted to know why
they couldn’t stay in their present state-
with a priest coming for one Mass a
week—unti! the situation becomes difficult

‘Difficult times are already here
Archbishop Buechlein replied. “You may
not have seen it ['ve got a ditferent
perspective on it, because I see all of the
problems.’

Asked how the older parishioners who
live near Assumption will get to church, the

“You're abandoning the inner city,”
said one man.

The archbishop said, “No. If 1 were
abandoning the inner city, we would
close 18 parishes There are people
criticizing me for not closing more
parishes in the inner city

It's what we have to do,
Archbishop Buechlein. “It's like a family
Sometimes decisions have to be made for
the common good that individuals don’t
like. | understand that, but we have to go
with it.”

Asked who would be responsible for
maintenance of the chapel, the archbishop
said that St. Anthony Parish would take care
of it. He explained why the closing did not
follow the fiscal vear: “It was my decision
not to close Assumption during the actual
centennial year.”” He said that he hoped they
would begin to meld programs with St
Anthony in the fall

The archbishop responded to questions
about the smaller number of members at St
Johnby explaining that it was not a territorial
parish, but served thousands of people who
work and visit the downtown area. ‘It has a
said Archbishop

said

whole different mission.
Buechlein

When one parishioner suggested that the
parish was not represented in the rescarch
the archbishop said that Father Ryan
an “eloquent” presentation f
be the Council of Priests.

ade

He emphasized, “It is not an issue of the
quality or vibrancy of the faith | beg you to
bring that to St. Anthony's

I don’t want to close parishes, but on
1 have tc reality
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said the archbishop. 1 pray about it, too
It weighs heavy on me

The group sang “This is Holy Ground” as
the archbishop entered the church. Later he
said, “The church is not the building Our
Catholic faith is not tied to one particular
parish or one particular parish community

The wonder and the beauty of this parish
family of Assumption can very beautifully
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Vatican approves use
of female altar servers
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enhance and help the parish family of St
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Task you to help make the transition one
that will be blessed and that will certainly be
a model of unity in our archdiocese. You
have a great pastor. I'm sure hell do
everything he can and the staff of St
Anthony will help. And we will do what we
* said Archbishop Buechlein
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SEEKING THE FACE OF THE LORD

by Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, OSB

1 receive pretty much mail about divisive issues in the
church, one of which has been the matter of girl altar servers.

church approval. Some believe the
ractice was introduced because of
“politically correct” or ideological rea-
sons, and thus felt manipulated as a
captive audience. Some writers have
demanded that [ stop the practice; a few
wanted me to advocate it
Both in Memphis and here I asked
parishes not to start the practice because
an official instruction was being pre-
on the matter. | also said that
when the instruction came from Rome,

servers where it had been inappropriately begun? Because |
was told the impending Vatican ruling would affirm the role
of serving as available for all lay persons, I didn't want the
girls to become confused victims of “back and forth” change.

What has been declared by the instruction? In 1992
the Pontifical Council for the Interpretation of Legisla-

church’s Code of Canon Law permits female altar
servers. The answer was affirmative, but that there was
a need for instruction on the matter by the Vatican
Congregation for worship and sacraments.

The completed instruction, which has been
confirmed by Pope John Paul II, has now been released.
It addresses four main points:

tive Texts was formally asked whether Canon 230 of the |

Most letters object to the introduction of girl servers without |

we would follow it. Why didn't I stop the practice of girl |

\
\

Vatican’s approval of female altar servers

1) The policy is optional for each bishop, depending
on local pastoral needs. After hearing the advice of the
national bishops’ conference, bishops are instructed to
decide in order to best promote “‘an ordered develop-
ment of liturgical life” in their own dioceses

2) Altar boys represent a “noble tradition” that led to
priestly vocations and must continue to be supported

3) Any decision to use female altar servers should be
explained well to the faithful. (Pastors should note that
women already perform such tasks during Mass as reading
from Scripture and distributing Communion as extraordin-
ary ministers of the Eucharist.)

4)Liturgical ministries exercised by lay people are
temporary tasks subject to the bishop’s judgement and do
not imply a right held by either men or women. In other
words they are not new “orders” in the Church.

The instruction about altar servers addresses a pastoral
and not a doctrinal issue. While the change is one of church
practice and not of doctrine, there is a theological
explanation of the decision. The basic decision is this: Servers
represent the worshiping assembly at the altar in a role that
is distinctive from that of ordained ministers. Both the
presiding sacramental role of the ordained priest and the
ministry of the altar reserved to deacons (including that of
the “diaconal” function of the master of ceremonies by
derivation) are of a different order of liturgical ministry.

Why have there been only boy altar servers all these
many years? Why the change now? Since the early part
of this century, and especially after the deliberations of
the Second Vatican Council, the propcr role of the
baptized Christian, the role of the “universal” priest-
hood, has been more fully studied and understood and,

therefore, there has been a process of restoration in
every aspect of church life. For historical reasons there
had been a long period of clericalization during which
virtually all roles at Mass were considered to have been
derived from the priest’s role at the altar

More recently, in the years after the Second Vatican
Council, it is also true that there has been confusion about
the distinction between the ordained priesthood and the
universal priesthood of the baptized. The council declared
clearly that the distinction between universal and ordained
priesthood is not merely a matter of degree but also a
difference in essence. Nonetheless there arose the tendency
to “clericalize” the role of the laity and to “laicize” the role
of clergy at worship and elsewhere. In order to address the
confusion, various recent church instructions have been
issued to clarify the distinctive roles in the church’s ministry
in accord with sound doctrine. This recent document is one
more instruction for the purpose of clarification. There is
more instruction to come.

In the near future, as we review the sacramental
policies and practices of our archdiocese, our Priests’
Council will review our manner of dealing with the
distinction between lay service at the altar and the
ministry of priests and deacons, along with other
related matters. We need to look at the fundamental
meaning of active participation by all of us at Mass. The
new instruction provides an opportunity for us to
clarify our teaching and to evaluate our sacramental
and liturgical practice.

1 want to commend the priests and parish communities
who, despite a lot of pressure, waited patiently until this
change in practice was authorized.

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY

The importance of the Synod of Bishops on Africa

by John F. Fink
Editor, The Criterion

with our priest shortage, the United States
has one priest for every 1,200 ('Ji!\olx:
i i s

the

The word “Catholic” means universal,
and one of the distinguishing marks of the
Catholic Church is that it is worldwide.

What brings this up is the special
month-long Synod of Bishops on Africa
that is going on in Rome and will
continue until May 8. Africa might seem
a long way off for Americans, but it’s in
the news almost every night (South
Africa, Rwanda, Somalia, Egypt, etc.).

Africa has always been important to the
Catholic Church. Many of our early saints,
such as Athanasius, Augustine and Cyril of
Since the 19th century, thousands of

el ished Catholicism in
Africa. From 1885 to 1887 22 martyrs were
put to death in Uganda.

Pope John Paul Il clearly sees Africa as
important. Not only has he called this
special synod, but he has made 10 trips to
the continent.

Africa is a vast continent with tremen-
dous diversity. it has 2,600 ethnic groups,
dozens of languages, huge economic
disparities, a long history of violence, and
serious racial problems.

Nowhere has the church been growing
faster than in Africa. But that growth is, in
itself, a lem. Although the actual
number of priests has increased, the ratio of
priests to Catholics has decreased. In 1980

was one priest for every 3,000
Catholics; today it is about one priest for
every 15,000 Catholics. By comparison, even
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culture of the people—is the main theme of
the synod. The object is to build a faith that is
both Christian and African. The synod must
‘make recommendations to the pope on how
far the church can accept certain African

customs. This is particularly difficult when it
comes to marriage, where customs vary
from country to country. In some countries
cohabitation with sexual relations prior to
marriage is considered an essential stage in
the matrimonial process. Polygamy is
common but differs somewhat both within
and among ethnic groups.

Another serious problem in Africa
concerns relations with Muslims. Natu-
rally, that, too, varies by country depend-
ing on the ratio of Catholics to Muslims.

These are only a few of the issues
being discussed and debated by the 315
African bishops at the Vatican. It's quite
possible, in fact highly probable, that
decisions made concerning Africa will
affect the church in the rest of the world.
We will continue to report on this
important synod as it progresses. See this
week’s story on page 20.

Criterion women garner 20 awards at contest

They sweep category
of articles on the
coverage of religion

The Criterion’s women staffers took 20
awards when the Woman's Press Club of
Indiana met at Culver Saturday.

Criterion articles swept the class that
required submission of a selection of
three articles on the topic of religion
Cynthia Dewes, first; Margaret Nelson,
second; Elizabeth Bruns, third; and Mary
Ann Wyand, honorable mention.

Nelson took first prize for a news story:
“State drops molestation charges against
Father Ramos,” and honorable mention for
an editorial on Father Ramos.

Wyand won first prize in the news-
letter category. She edits the WPCI

Bulletin for the Woman’s Press Club of
Indiana.

Bruns also won a second prize for a
series on her trip to Eastern Europe and
an honorable mention for a story about
Butler University Newman Center stu-
dents rebuilding homes for some victims
of Hurricane Andrew.

In photography, Nelson won five prizes:
second for a color photo of Fernando Arias
and his daughter at an Our Lady of
Guadalupe feast at St Mary’s Church;
second for a color advertising photo for
Catholic Cemeteries; third for a color photo
of Franciscan Father Bob Sieg, with John
Winter and his grandchildren; third for a
black and white photo of Benedictine Father
Boniface Hardin as Frederick Douglass; and
honorable mention for a black and white
shot of four girls at an Our Lady of
Guadalupe Mass at St. Philip Neri

phy competition: third for a black and white
photo of a protest at WRTV Channel 6 about
the “NYPD Blue” TV show; and an
honorable mention for a black and white
photo of Father Joseph Moriarity taken
during a youth ministry conference at the
Archbishop O'Meara Catholic Center.

Wyand also won two feature story
awards: a second for “Confirmand’s life
ends with resurrection story,” about the late
Billy Davis from St. Monica Parish; and a
hird for “Chatard and Ball State graduate is
‘rising star,  about actor Doug Jones.

Wyand won a second place award for
editing the 1993 Vocation Supplement,
“Called by Name."”

Dewes received an honorable mention
award for her “Comucopia” columns,

There were 176 entries in the contest,
which were judged by journalists. from
outside the state of Indiana.

Wyand won two awards in the photog

Father George Saum dies at 88

Father George Saum died on Apnl 15 at
his residence at St. Augustine Home in
Indianapolis. He was 88 years old

Born on June 12, 1905 in Evansville,
Father Saum was the second oldest arch-

diocesan  priest, after Father John A
Bankowski, who was born in 1902 Father
Saum was ordaned in 1929.

At the time of his death, Father Saum had
been retired from active mini try since 1975
Although he served as administrator pro
tempore for five months at St. Mary, Rushville
in 1976, his last active pastorate was at St
Peter Pansh in Franklin County. He also
served as pastor of St Michael in Brookville
from 1944-1968 and St. Ann in Indianapolis
from 194345

Father Saum taught at St. Mary of the
Woods College and served as associate
pastor at St. Boniface, Evansville, and St
John, Loogootee. His first assignment was
serving as assistant chaplain and instructor
at the Gibault Home in Terre Haute. Father
Saum also served as a member of the

Father George Saum

Archdiocesan School Board and had served
as dean of the Lawrenceburg Deanery
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MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER

Archbishop Daniel shephe

by Margaret Nelson__

(This is the final story in the seri

The Criterion has been publishing abou
Archdiocesan  Man.
the arcl r

the archbushop, the cou
general, the moderator of
vicars—of mimistry perso
five men are priests
(The heads of six secretariats, all lay persons
complete the team. The secretariats are Spiritual
Life; Total Catholic Education; Catholic Chari
ties; Planning, Communications and Develop-
Leadership, Pastoral Formation and
Service; and Finance and Administration.)

As soor as Archbishop Daniel Mark
Buechlein, OB, arrived in September, 1992,
he acknowledged that it would be impos-
sible to lead an archdiocese without prayer.

“Everything good begins in prayer. If 1
weren't rooted in the habit of prayer—and
didn't begin my day with prayer—I would
be easily disoriented. I could easily forget
why I am doing what I'm doing.

“It's prayer that sheds the light on faith
It's prayer that allows a person to remain
peaceful in the midst of turmoil and
challenge, because it's in prayer that we
receive God’s word,” he said.

“I've been surprised that | have been able
to maintain a wholesome prayer schedule,”
said Archbishop Buechlein. “Those are the
anchor points of my day.”

When asked what unexpected situa-
tions he found after he came to the
archdiocese, the archbishop said, “I
suppose the biggest thing is the differ-
ence in volume—the numbers of confir-
mations, installations of pastors,
anniversaries of churches, the mail.
Everything is almost times four. So I'm
still adapting to that.”

To help with the work load, Archbishop
Buechlein recently asked Father Joseph
Schaedel to serve as moderator of the curia,
with Father David Coats retaining his
ministry as vicar general.

“It will free me up from too much
administrative detail, so that I can be getting
around. The mileage—I'm averaging close to
3,000 miles a month,” he said

“But it also needs to be said that there
are more resources here. There are a lot
more financial resources, and there is
more leadership available. In terms of
types of ministry, they're the same,” said
the archbishop

“Going from St Meinrad to Memphis
was a shock,” said Archbishop Buechlein
He entered the seminary at age 14 and
stayed there until he was named Bishop of
Memphis in 1987. “I had never lived alone.

BISHOP AND HERO! hbi:

V2N

Daniel M.

talks with Mother Teresa at

the bishop’s residence in Memphis during one of her visits to her Missionaries of Charity
shelter in the Tennessee city. The archbishop has often written and spoken of his respect for
Mother Teresa and her work. (Photo by Terry Sweeney)

So that was new. But in many ways, it made
for a different kind of monastic experience.
Monk means moros (alone).

“’On the other hand, I was surprised at
how much my work as president and
rector of the seminary had prepared me
for leadership of a diocese,” the archbi-
shop said. “And certainly the monastic
habit of prayer was tremendously impor-
tant in the transition.”

“The other thing is, that despite every-
thing, I've been able to maintain a regular
schedule of exercise,” he said. What is
everything? “Everything is all the appoint-
ments, the programs, the meetings, in
addition to the pastoral expectations.”

One of the things that keeps the
archbishop busy is his weekly column in The
Criterion. “One of my chief responsibilities is
to teach, and I see the column as one way in
which to teach. [ teil the story of how, when
1 was first ordained, I got a note from
Cardinal Casaroli saying that the pope asked
me to teach. At that point I thought, ‘How do
you do that?’ One of the ways was to write.

Archbishop asks for month of
prayers for religious vocations

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

One of the key components in our Archdiocesan Strategic Plan calls us to “promote and

coordinate the recruitment of clergy, religious, and lay leaders in all areas of ministry

I believe

the way to achieve this goal must begin with praver
As always, the Fourth Sunday of Easter has been designated by Pope John Paul 11 as the

World Da

of Prayer for Vocations. Our Holy Father reminds us that in 1994 “the World Day

of Prayer takes place during the International Year of the Fa=ily. This affords the opportunity
of calling attention to the close relationship which exists between family, education, and
vocation, and particularly between family and priestly and religious vocations.”

I'm asking that each member of our archdiocesan family join me in a month-long period of
prayer for vocations to the priesthood and the religious life. This would begin with the World
Day of Prayer this Sunday, April 24, and continue through the feast of Pentecost on May 22

In cooperation with our Vocation Office, a parish in each of the 11 deaneries of the
archdiocese will conduct a Holy Hour for Vocations on the afternoon on April 24. If possible, I
encourage you and your family to attend Especially during this Year of the Family, consider
spending some time as family discussing the call to religious ife and offering your own prayers

In addition, I'm asking parishes and archdiocesan institutions, especially Catholic schools
and religious education programs, to encourage prayer for an increase in religious vocations.
This may be done during prayers of petition at the Eucharist, other times of worship scheduled
during this month of prayer, as well as through our own private devotions or daily prayers

It's ironic that, at a ime when people are crying out for spiritual leadership, we should
encounter a shortage of men and women responding to God's call to enter priesthood or
religious life. I believe the call is there; the seed has been planted; but we must do our parts to
nurture what God has begun. Prayer is the best place to start. As the Family of the Archdioceses
of Indianapolis, let’s begin in a special way this Sunday

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+a/v\m4»( 4 67WLLJZUA—

Most Rev. Daniel M. Buechlein, 0SB
Archbishop of Indianapolis

“I've done hundreds of columns since
becoming a bishop. This week’s is the
80th for The Criterion.” The archbishop
said that he has never repeated them. “I
think I've repeated a couple of themes. [
had done a series on Humanae Vitae in
Memphis that | kind of updated for the
one here.

“l enjoy writing the columns. I con-
sciously try to wnte them as though I'm
speaking to an individual, so they don’t get
too abstruse,” he sai

“I never thought I could be much of a
writer. That was my concemn in the
beginning,” the archbishop said.

Archbishop Buechlein has written articles
for publications such as The Priest, NCEA
Seminary Newsletter, and other seminarian
reports. He has co-authored books: “Re-
sponding to a Need,” “Preparing a Diocesan
Priest The Holistic Experience,” and
“Celibacy for the Kingdom.”

To associates’ comments about his
kindness he responded, “The kind side of
me comes from my parents who were
very easy going, kind and gentle people.
Dad is strong, but is also a kind and
gentle person. So [ think I come by it by
their example and their witness.

“Prayer and being with the people are
two wonderful things about being arch
bishop,” he said

The archbishop stresses the need for
unity. “The first thing 1 look for is what
unites us. What unites us 1s our faith in
Jesus Christ. What also unites us as
Catholic Christians is our love for the
church and the tradition which gives us
Jesus Christ

“When 1 install pastors, [ always ask
the parishioners not to fix on the
differences, but to look at what unites
them,” he said. “It also takes a lot of good
will, a lot of listening, and the kind of
trust that allows people to speak truth-
fully to each other in charity

What upsets me is when people are
mean-spirited,” said Archbishop Buechlein
That's never of God

‘For me, lovalty to the church is
extremely important. I've given my life to
the church. And | almost take it per-
sonally when people are not loyal to the
church,” the archbishop said

“It's disheartening for me when
people expect me to approve or support
positions that are contrary to church
teaching and church law,” he said. “l am
not above the law and neither is anyone
else. If I or other leaders place ourselves
above church teaching and church law
then we surely lose the unity of our
church.

“People speak of the ‘loyal opposition.” |
think those are sometimes code words for
disloyalty,” he said

rds by way

of prayer

“I go by the book because 1 learned long
ago that there are reasons why the book is
the way it is,” said Arclibishop Buechlein.

Many people far smarter and wiser than |
am figured all that out.

What about all the meetings that the
church is having now? “I'm known for
chaining short meetings,” the archbishop
answered quickly

“I think meetings are absolutely essential,
but wasting time is not of God,” he said
quietly. “I think communication and col-
laboration are essential, but process for its
own sake is counter-productive. Sometimes [
see people who would rather process agenda
items than complete a task.

‘So meetings, if meetings are well run,
are fine,” he said

How would he describe his leadership
style? “1 guess I wouid say I am a hands-on,
take charge, person. I'd like to think I am a
good listener. 1 am a synthesizer. [ can bring
people’s thoughts together,” said Archbi-
shop Buechlein. “Sometimes | might move
too fast for people

“I'm not afraid of conflict. I don't like it;
but I don’t avoid it. And I'm willing to do a
difficult task if it’s for the good of the church
and the glory of God.

“There are politically-charged issues
that affect so much in the church. And the
emotional weight prevents our dealing
with serious teaching issues—theological
issues,” he said.

“‘An example of that is all of us being
equal as Christians—in the minds of
some people—means that there cannot be
distinctive roles in the church. They
believe that all roles ought to be available
to everyone,” said the archbishop.

“It's discouraging that we're caught in
the political debate and pressure. I'm not
only talking about women’s roles, I'm

talking about roles for lay men as well, as
compared to the role of ordained people

in the church.

“What really saddens me is when
priests and seminarians take the heat for
that because they are male and celibate.
That's an issue that'’s very hard to deal
with,” the archbishop said.

Winat does he do for recreation? “I
exercise, I run. I listen to music. I cook. I like
writing, as well as reading,” said Archbishop
Buechlein, who celebrated his 56th birthday
on Wedn

“I'm going to work on a pastoral letter
on the Eucharist. It's ambitious, but 1
hope to do that this summer.

“The way I hope to do it is to run it (in
The Criterion) weekly in serial form, but
also as nicely-printed inserts for parish
bulletins. And then it can be available for
a study booklet for religious education,”
the archbishop said

“l ke an occasional but
of the way movies are these days,
[ don’t go to many,” he said. “I hke to
watch sports—football and basketball—
on TV. I've become a Hoosier fan again
And | like visits with friends

&
=

movie,

becau

“My relatives in Indianapolis say they
saw me more when I was in Memphis,”
said the archbishop. “That's a very
difticult thing.’

The archbishop’s future plans include
“working with the Council of Priests to
review sacramental policies and plans
working on the liturgy with the oppor-
tunity to inject new life in our worship;
and concentrating on the fruitful imple-
mentation of the ‘Cathechism of the
Catholic Church”

“Iwant to help develop religious
education programs at all levels. We are
blessed with a number of seminarians,
but 1 want to do more to promote
priesthood and religious life. T want to
help secure excellence of the Catholic
school system. And I want to address the
particular needs for the African Ameri-
cans and Hispanics among us,” said the
archbishop

“I'm excited and happy to be the
archbishop and 1 look forward to helping
meet the challenges and opportunities we
face,” said Archbishop Daniel Buechlein.
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FROM THE EDITOR

by John F. Fink

I wrote last week’s column (in which I asked if we are as
counter-cultural as our chusch is) about a month ago. A few
days later I read the text of a speech given by Jesuit Father
Avery Dulles at the Woodstock Forum at Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C. Father
Dulles, a professor of religion at
Fordham University in New York, is
undoubtedly among the top Catholic

jans in the United States, and it
was comforting to see him say similar
things to what [ said in my column.

Since he also said some things [ wish
I had said, and since they further the
discussion I started last week, I thought
Iwould devote the rest of this column to
excerpts from Father Dulles’ speech:

ALTHOUGH THE UNITED States is still a relatively
religious nation in which Christianity continues to be
dominant, competent observers have noticed a widening
gap between the Gospel and contemporary culture.
Religion continues to be esteemed by man, but such
esteem does not necessarily mean a high degree of faith
or commitment to the church.

A va adherence to Christianity can also be
combined with a culture that is hedonist, consumerist
and competitive to the point of violence. Many believing
Catholics find their faith called into question or
undermined by a social atmosphere that endorses values

une opposed to those of Christ and the Gos
American C; d lsuppose
in other forms of Christianity—we may observe three
characteristic responses to the current situation.

‘The first is to reject the prevalent culture and cling to the

culture of medieval Europe as it comes down to us through

How the church can influence U.S. culture

its baroque and romantic reincamations. While this first
response is appealing to many older Catholics who have had
a strong confessional upbringing, it is not a realistic
possibility for most young Americans, for whom pre-Vatican
I Catholicism is ot a living memory.

The second possible reaction is to embrace
indiscriminate pluralism on the theory that all cultures
are equally good and that Christian faith can coexist
witl any culture. This attitude has a certain plausibility
because Christian faith is not definitively wedded to any
one culture, but it fails to recognize that every culture
carries with it a built-in set of values and behavioral
patterns that may be more or less compatible with
Christian faith.

The third attitude, the only one regard as adequate, is for
the church to enter into critical dialogue with contemporary
cultures, accepting what is sound, opposing what is faulty
and attempting to supply what is lacking in them. Vatican il
clearly endorsed such a dialogue.

Historically, every great Christian culture has been
achieved through interaction of this kind. In the first
millennium of Christian history the church took over the
healthy elements of the cultures of Greece, Rome and
the Germanic and Slavic peoples, and gave these
elements a new Christian stamp.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN the United States,
although it includes approximately one-quarter of the
population, is not by itself in a position to make a major
impact on the prevailing culture. It is too divided within
itself and too estranged from the American heritage as it
comes down to us from the pilgrim fathers and the
Revolution. Within the American Catholic soul there seems
to be a split between faith and culture. For this reason we do
not as yet have any flourishing Catholic art, music or
literature in this country. How, then, can we hope to make a
Catholic contribution to American culture?

Fortunately, Catholics are not alone in their concemn for

the preservation of the Christian or Judeo-Christian tenor of
our national religious heritage. There still exist many
vigorous groups, mostly Christian and Jewish, who are
concemned with the revitalization of the religious heritage
that has been a: the roots of our national self-consciousness.
The Catholic Church can make a contribution to the
national cuiture by selective cooperation with other
Christian and biblically oriented movements. 1 ad-
visedly say “selective”” cooperation because churches
should be wary of entering into potentially compromis-
ing alliances that are dominated by other religious
groups. Although the Catholic Church will not want to
buy into the full political agenda of these other groups,
limited cooperation on selected issues, such as pro-life
programs and family values, may be desirable.

THE CHURCH PERFORMS ITS greatest service to
secular society, not in the sphere of direct social and political
action, but in that of religious and moral formation. Before
all else, the church should strive to give its own members a
sense of their communal identity as members of the body of
Christ and a realization of their personal accountability
before God. By its teaching, the church can in some degree
influence public opinion so that citizens will tend to bring
social institutions and practices into closer harmony with
the moral and religious principles professed by Christians.

One particular area in which Catholics can easily enter
into dialogue with the cominant culture is that of social
teaching. | have in mind principles such as the inalienable
dignity of every human person, religious freedom, the
primacy of the common good, participatory democracy,
sohdamy and subsidiarity. II these pnnnplus are kept alive,

with clear applicability to ﬂ\e American scene, the Catholic
Church can help to narrow the gap between the Gospel and
contemporary culture.

THE GOOD STEWARD

Serving the center city as well as where most Catholics live

by Dan Conway

Orne of the most serious issues facing the

church is how to maintain the vitality of
panshcsandsdmvls in the center city.

In the nearly 50 years that have passed
since the end of the g

like Chicago,
Detroit, Cleveland, Indi-
anapolis and many
other industrial centers have migrated to the
outer suburban limits of these cities or to
nearby communities.
Bishop Anthony J. Pilla of Cleveland
recently noted in a letter to the people of
his diocese: “For many years the largest
number of Catholics was found in our
major metropolitan areas, and it was in
these cities that most churches and
schools were built. . . . Dramatic demo-
graphic and economic changes have

the cities, villages and townships that
comprise (our) diocese. The problems and
issues before the church are, in large

occurred over the past 40 years among |

measure, the result of these changes, and
the future role of the church must be
considered in relation to them.”

In Cleveland, as elsewhere, the church
has made a valiant effort to keep up with the
Catholic migration. New churches and
schools have been built in suburbs to
accommodate the movemer t of Catholics.

According to Bishop Pilla, in 1950 the
Diocese of Cleveland had 124 parishes in
urban centers serving approximately 300,000
people in suburban and rural areas of the
diocese. Forty years later, in 1990, the
Cleveland diocese still had 110 center city
parishes, but the urban Cathotic population
had declined by one-third to approximately

needs of Catholics in suburban and rural
areas which now number more than 450,000!

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis,
which recently announced a series of
action strategies designed to strengthen
center city parishes and schools, has had
a similar experience. In the 1950s, the 18
parishes which are located in the urban
center of Indianapolis served more than
38,000 Catholic. Now these same parishes
list registered parishioners numbering
approximately 12,000

Justice demands that our church serve the
needs of the poor and disadvantaged as well
as those who have the means to pack up all

|

their worldly goods and move. But where
will the church find human, physical and
financial resources to build new parishes and
schools and also maintain a vital presence in
our center cities?

Fortunately, no diocese in the United
States has had to completely abandon its
center city churches. But there have been
some widely publicized closings and
consolidations of parishes and schools—
especially in places like Detroit, Chicago,
Pittsburgh and San Francisco
Unfortunately, these inevitable cut-backs
are frequently accompanied by strong
emotional reactions from those who staff
and attend large inner city churches.

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis recently
announced a forward-looking plan ihat
seeks to make the church “an evangelizing
presence of Jesus Christ” in the center city. In
response to a series of studies which
recommended the consolidation or closing of
many parishes, a diverse team of parish,
diocesan and business leaders has recom-
mended a full range of action strategies
designed to promote revitalization of the
church in the center city.

Yet, even here, parishioners at St. Bridget
and Assumption (two parishes which were
recently informed that they will be closed
this year) have a hard time understanding
why: In spite of declining membership and
financial resources, some parishioners argue

that their own parish should remain open
regardless of the church’s limited resources
because it is a sign of stability and hnpefo'
its urban neighborhood. The

diocesan leaders—that they are trying lo
remain present to the center aty in ways that
are more effective both financially and
pastorally—is not always persuasive.

Acknowledging that the economic and
demographic future of our center city
churches is bleak, many today are asking
whether new suburban parishes and schools
are worth the price that we will one day have
to pay if we leave behind our center city
churches? On the other hand, how can the
church ignore the fact that hundreds of
thousands of Catholics now live in areas
which, only yesterday, had little or no
Catholic population?

Like his brother bishops in Chicago,
Detroii, San Francisco and Indianapolis,
Bishop Pilla’s solution is to call all members
of the Catholic community to purticipate in
the revitalization of their urban centers.
“Even as we wait for the new heaven and
earth,” the bishop says, “let s begin to build
a new city of justice and peace. I invite all
people of good will to cooperate in the work
of creating such a city. I ask our government
officials to renew and increase their efforts to
assist in the task of developing and
redeveloping our urban centers. In a special
way, I call on all Catholics to join me in this
Jesus loved the city of

EVERYDAY FAITH

Technology must serve humankind, not vice versa

by Lou Jac

We have two new residents living at
our address that [ would like to introduce
to you. I know they
are living here because
they get twice as much
mail as I do. I refer, of
course, to the well-
known “C. Quet Geri
and Lou Jac.” It has
gotten to the point
where [ think of my-
self as “Mr. Quet.”

As you may have
guessed, “C. Quet
Geri and Lou Jac” are what can happen
when a computerized mailing list goes
awr)

Y-
Computers have been on my mind

1
\

lately. I am riot one of those people who
wish that computers had never been
invented. After all, they make my job a
great deal easier than what my father and
other writers faced a generation ago.

Still, I wonder if all this technology has
made us better human beings than our
forebears of a century or more ago, to
whom the mere thought of electricity
flowing through a wire must have
seemed like @ miracle.

Somehow I do not think so. What
news magazines have referred to as “the
wiring of America” via computerization
has had its positive side. Yet even when
computers work flawlessly, which is not
diten, there are still many things they
cannot do.

They cannot, for example, improve
communication between parents and chil

RN P P PP s

dren. They cannot extend a word of
comfort to the dving or the touch of a
loved one to a lonesome soul. They
cannot of themselves bring word of a
wayward son or daughter to a parent
frantic with worry over the offspring’s
whereabouts. They cannot make us take
the time to listen to someone in need of
compassion who crosses our path today

No. Computers have their place. But in
an age when computers have opened vast
new arenas of knowledge and can give us
more information than we can ever hope
to comprehend, it is still important to
remember that computers—and indeed
all technology—must be used to serve the
good of humankind, not vice versa

And we need to remember that a machine
which thinks of me as “Mr. Quet” cannot be
hat infallible, anyway
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y Value of schools
is Catholic identity

1 write this letter to offer a somewhat
different perspective to that of Charles
Elliston, whose letter to the editor appeared
in the April 8 issue of The Criterion

Mr. Elliston apparently feels he has been
wronged in some way or other by the
Catholic school system and a church that
propagates such a system. If he wishes to feel
like a “second-class” Catholic because he has
chosen not to send his child to a Catholic
school, so be it. He believes Catholics are
pressured to send their children to Catholic
schools. I have never felt pressured to o so,
but rejoice that our parish had a Catholic
school in its midst where my children and
others could learn about God and éxperience
him in their daily lives and in their peers.

I thank Mr. Elliston for pointing out
that independent studies have shown that
Catholic school students generally fare
better in standarized testing than their
public school counterparts—for wh.tever
reason. But the real value of our parochial
schools cannot be found in their compari-
son to public schools. It is to be found,
rather, in their Catholic identity. Why
does this alone not make them worth-
while, even to critics like Mr. Elliston?

If Mr. Elliston is referring to Arch-
bishop Daniel when he speaks of “politi-
cally correct,” then I urge him to be fair
to our archbishop who has a total vision

g

regardless of how excellent the public
school system in your county may be
academically. A Catiiolic school can be a
tremendous force for good in a church
community. It can be lite giving and a
marvelous avenue of evangization and

education. Do not dismiss it ligi.tly
Yes, Catholic schools can be viewed as a
burden or a blessing. I prefer to consider
them a blessing, and urge persons like Mr.
Elliston, who may not be aware that Catholic
schools are following the mandate to “be
about the Father’s business,” to take a closer
look at these Catholic schools. Perhaps they,
too, will learn to give thanks for this happy
“burden” in the ministry of the church, and
echo the words of Christ: “Come to me, all of
you who are weary and find life burdensome
.. for my yoke is easy and my burden light.
Don Burkhart

Milroy

Those who work
with abused kids

April is the month of spring, our
celebration of new life. April is also
“Child Abuse Prevention Month.” Isn't
this sad that in our society we have a
month designated as such?

1+ is with this bittersweet feeling that I
write this letter. I've been involved as a
volunteer for eight years as a CASA

for Catholic in our 3
I thank God for a leader who understands
the real need for a Catholic school system
of education and who encourages parents
to send their children to a Caholic school
when possible, but who also recognizes
the importance of CCD and other re-
ligious education programs in our
parishes for those unable to send their
children to a Catholic school

To the parishioners of the newly-estab-
lished parish of SS. Francis and Clare in
Johnson County, | urge you, as did Mr
Elliston, to study how you are to be the
living presence of Christ in Johnson
County. But, contrary to Mr. Elliston’s
advice about excluding the Catholic
school from your answer, 1 encourage
you to give it strong consideration

(Court App d Special a
program of the New Albany Deanery
Catholic Charities. Before that 1 was a
victim’s assistant in the Floyd County
Prosecutor’s Office.

While it is truly unfortunate that
children suffer abuse, pain and neglect, I
feel compelled to write this letter to thank
all of those persons who are courageous
and unselfish enough to work with and
for these kids. I am talking about CASA
volunteers, attorneys and judges, social
workers, therapists, school counselors,
nurses and doctors, ministers and priests,
teachers and principals, foste. parents,
biological parents, adoptive parents, sio-
lings, neighbors. To each person who has
the courage to work with or for abused
kids I say, thank you so very much

I am often asked, “Why do you
choose to deal willi such issues? Why
would you want to endure such pain and
face such agony when you don't have
to?”” These children are born innocently
into the world and need adults to
intervene on their behalf. If a child is
forced to endure the pain of hurt and
abuse in his or her life, surely I can but
endure on a secondary level the pain of
trying to help him or her heal. And surely
someone must let these children know
that they are not abandoned. Some
people really do care about them—where
they lay their heads each night, and what
the future may hold for them. I feel each
child has that right
So it is with a bittersweet smile that |
salute and pray blessings upon those
persons who do care enough to submit
themselves on behalf of abused children.
Linda C. Bates
Director of CASA
New Albany

Humanity is critical,
not masculinity

The ordination of women in the
Anglican Church has many serious impli-
cations, as your April lst editorial
pointed out. Reflecting upon this action
has led me to several questions, the first
being: Why, in the face of the defection of
a seemingly substantial number of Angli-
can priests and with the knowledge t
these ordinations will virtually end any
possibility of reunion with the Roman
Catholic Church, did the Anglican
Church proceed with this action? 1 feel
that we as the Catholic Church must at
least discuss why this portion of the
People of God, and “most Catholics in
this country,” have discerned ordination
of women to be in accord with the
teachings of Jesus.

What is there in Jesus’ maleness that is
essential to priesthood? Or what essential
attributes of Jesus are not possible in
females? Compassion? Gentleness? Concern
ior the poor? The answer seems to be t!.at
physical attributes are the parameters for
being an “icon of Christ.” By this standard
should not our priests be Semitic Jewish men
with 2 knowledge of woodworking?

Being the father of daughters, I have
had to try to explain why the church we
love denies a sacrament to half its
members. [ cannot tind the t‘xplandliun in
the teachings of Jesus, in the Creed, in my

THE TORTOISE AND THE HARE

head, or in my heart. | have thought and
prayed on this matter and can only
conclude that it is the humanity of Jesus,
not the masculinity of Jesus, which is
critical. I feel strongly taat this is indeed
a justice issue and should be open for
discussion.

Michael L. Crawford
Indianapolis

Teaching a lesson

in perseverance

The profile of Lorraine Jamison (“Pro-
life Movement Has Changed Student’s
Life,” by Elizabeth Bruns, on Campus
Corner page) in the April 1 issue was
outstanding! But one aspect of cai
pro-life work was missing from that
tory.

True, the main objective of U Students
for Life is to tell college students the truth
about abortion. But this group of students
also offers hope, reassurance, and encour-
agement to many of us old-timers in
Bloomington. When we see the time,
talent, and energy these young people
devote to an “‘un-cool” cause, we rcalize
gratefully that the future of the pro-life
effort is in good hands.

Lorraine Jamison, Shannon Hall and their
colleagues are educating college students on
the IU-Bloomington campus. But they’re also
teaching older pro-lifers a lesson in persever-
ance and dedication. God bless’em!

Elizabeth ! atimer
Bloomington

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

by Fr. John Catoir
Director, The Christophers

1994 is the “Year of the Family " It gives
us an opportunity to focus on the husband-
wife relationship because that is the basis of
a happy family life. We
must find a way to use
all the resources at our
disposal to support
every marriage in our
society.

Couples need to be
reminded to pray every
day for the grace they
need to do what they
otherwise could not do
without grace. And they
must pray every day. Prayer is very much
like breathing, Yesterday’s breath will not
serve you today. You must breathe every
day to stay alive and so too you must pray
every day for strength and courage to carry
out your responsibilities.

The United Nations has established this

rear’s theme as ‘“‘Famil esources and
ties in a changing World.” This
attempt to support family life all over the
world has ressed three broad issues
which are being used as the starting point for
identifying priorities:

A) strengthening the family’s ability to
meet its own needs (prayer is the key);

B) clarifying and understanding the
balance between how the family can satisfy
its needs and what it can expect through
public provision of services:

C) recognizing the effect of societal ills on
family relationships, acknowledging that
government policy intervention may be
needed to counter the abuses of family life.

International Year of the Family

The drug subculture is certainly one
such societal ill, so too is the degenerating
moral climate which saps our communi-
ties and our families of moral courage
We have a huge job before us if we are to
follow St. Paul’s advice: “Overcome evil
with good”” (Romans 12:21)

The UN. has established the following
international objectives for the International
Year of the Family: a) to increase awareness
of family issues among governments; b) to
encourage nations to promote policies which
increase respect for families; ¢) to enhance
the effectiveness of local and regional
programs for improving family life.

The pope’s Council for the Family issued
this statement in support of the Year of the
Family: “The year represents a unique
opportunity to promote the family as the
basic unit of society, and to aim at
encouraging ‘a family’ movement for and
with families themselves. The year 1994
should not stand as a closed event. On the
contrary, it must be a starting point for a
dynamic process which is open to hope for
the family and society in general.”

To kevp these words from becoming mere
rhetoric, we have to do everything in our
power on the local level to help families stay
together. Father Patrick Peyton of happy
memory started the Family Rosary Crusade
more than 50 years ago with the slogan, “The
family that prays together stays together.”
How many families actually engage in
family prayer once a day? Families should
pray together every day for the spirit of unity
and peace

(For a free copy of the Christopher News Note:
“Praying Together,” send a stamped, scl
addressed envelope to the Christophers, 12 F
48th St., New York, NY 10017.)

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY
10-year-old tells why
her family is so special

(During the International Year of the Family
readers are encouraged to submit articles for
publication about how their families have shaped
their values, or how families can share their
values with children and other family members
This is one such article.)

by Mv:\um Pfarr

1 think my family is really special. There
are many things that make us special and
different from a lot of families that I know.
For one thing, we pray a lot. For another
thing, we spend a lot of time at home
together. These are some of the ways my
family helps me to grow in love and faith.

We know Jesus at home, not just at school
or church. Jesus is part of our family, just like
my little brothers and my parents. I see Jesus
in every one of us. Through our family
prayers, I feel as if I am really getting to
know Jesus as a friend

One of the best things my parents have
done for me is to teach me to pray. Prayer
helps me realize that Jesus is with me always
and that he will always listen to me. When |
pray I feel I have the strength to deal with
whatever is going to happen to me. Jesus
often helps me to be more patient with my
brothers. Things don't bother me quite as
much if I've been praying.

Another special thing about my family is
that we're home together a lot. We each have
outside activities, like sports, clubs, or
lessons, but we each choose just one thin,; at
a time to be involved in. That way we're
committed to too many things at once. We're

1

mostly together, not each running our
different ways.

We have time to think and talk. 1 feel
secure because | always have someone to
talk to. Thinking and talking with my family
helps me to grow closer to God. It helps me
to grow more faithful. It also helps me to
learn and to think about others.

For example, a few weeks ago I was
upset at getting a “B” instead of an “A”
on my report card. Mom and I talked
about it and I learned that if there were
no ““downs” in life, there wouldn’t be any
“ups.” If there were no bad times we
couldn't really enjoy the good times. We
wouldn’t know what the good times were
if we had nothing to compare them with.

Some lives are full of deep valleys
(downs) and high mountains (ups). Others
are like a beautiful golf course with little
gopher holes now and then. The gopher
holes really aren't very big, but they do spoil
the perfect lawn. We can't compare our lives
to others’. We may think others have such
high mountains and be jealous, but if we
really think about it they must also have very
low valleys. And even struggles are gifts
from God because they help us grow.

My family is very important to me. |
think my family is very special. My
family 1s a gift from God

(Megan Pfarr 1s 10 years old and w the fourth
grade at Holy Spirit School in Indianapolis. Her
mother, Brenda Pfarr, said that, while she
corrected some spelling and grammatical errors,
the thoughts and the words are Megan's.)

—
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Call the Language Police!

_ byCumthaDewes

Nobody loves slang more than we do.
We've been hip, cool, hubba hubba and bad
at one time or another, and our lives have
been everything from
copasetic to awesome.
In our better moments
we've been able to dig it
or go with the flow
Wh  er.

ul speech is
fun and instructive, and
it adds a lot of pizazz to
ordinary life. Snooty
types may feel that
slang is the language of
the ignorant, but they're wrong. It's inflated
language that is the real villain of the piece,
and we're up to here in it nowadays.

Here's a fictional example of what's
sending the language police into orbit:

We were having this meaningful inserv-
ice, like, you know, actually effectuating
understanding. Irregardless of the difficulty
it takes to administrate literacy programs at
this point in time, we want to insure that all
Americans can read and write. Hopefully,

we impacted - veryone with it's importance
Presently we will commentate on that very
very vital matter.

Translation

We had a constructive meeting which
effected understanding. Regardless of how
hard it is to administer literacy programs
now, we want to ensure that all Americans
can read and write. We hope we impressed
everyone with its importance. Soon we will
comment on that vital matter.

Now, doesn't that feel better?

Instead of impressing us with its wit
and importance, inflated language makes
us uncomfortable. It often changes the
meaning of what is written or spoken in
subtie ways, and it can make the writer or
speaker appear to be even more ignorant
than they probably already were
| There are reasons why. For example

“Meaningful” is a redundancy, and
“inservice” is an imprecise manufactured
word. Every meeting has meaning, whether
it's important or not, or whether it's
productive or not. And, although they
appear this way only in conversation and not
in written language, “like” and “you know”
| are the last refuges of dim-bulbs who use
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them to stall for time while they struggle to
patch an idea together.

It's enough to “effect’ something, no
need to pump it up into “effectuate.“Ditto
the prefix “ir” in “regardless.”

We administer, we do not adminis-
trate. “Now” means precisely what it
says without a need for excessive refine-
ment. We “ensure’” when we want to
make certain and we “insure’ when we
want to guarantee against loss

Using “hopefully” when we mean

hope’ is more serious than just trying to
le a verb out of an adverb. It actually
causes the sentence to read: ““tull of hope,
we did so-and-so,” rather than “we hope
we did so-and-so

Impact isn't a verb, either, it's a noun
And there are umpteen better verbs than this
poor wannabe to use when we want to
convey “touching” or “striking.” And, once
more with feeling, the possessive pronoun
“its” does not take an apostrophe. Only the
contraction for “it is” needs an apostrophe

Finally, we don't commentate, we
comment. And nothing is “very” any-
thing; it either is or it ain’t.

End of diatribe. We language police may
be few, but we take our responsibilities
seriously. In the beginning was the Word.

Think about it.

Jesuit Father Thomas Widner, editor of
The New World, archdiocesan newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Chicago, and
former editor of The Criterior, will speak
on “The Media and the Church,” on
April 25. The program will be held at St
Luke, 7575 Holliday Dr. E in Indi-
anapolis beginning at 7:30 p.m. The talk
is sponsored by the North Deanery Board
of Education as part of a faith formation
series for adults. For more information,
call Mary Breckenridge at St. Pius X at
317-257-1085.

The fourth an al Our Lady of
Lourdes Spring Benefit Dinner will be
held on April 24 at the Indianapolis
Marriott. The evening begins with a
cocktail reception at 6 p.m. Master of
Ceremonies for this year's gala event is
Benedictine Father Noah Casey, director
of spiritual formation at St. Meinrad
College. He is also a 1963 alumnus of Our
Laay o Lourdes. The evening’s entertain-
ment will include performances by the
Our Lady of Lourdes Children’s and
Junior High Choir, under the direction of
Jane Hagenauer and Andrea Buening
Cost of the evening is $30 per person. The
proceeds will benefit the school through
the Our Lady of Lourdes School Fund
Reservation information is available from
Colleen Kenney at 317-353-96-42 or
Lourdes Daily at 317-359-9131

St Meinrad Archabbey and Seminary
will present Musicum Nostrum VIl on
Sunday, May 1 at 230 pm. in the
Archabbey Church wm Nostrum VII
will be a reflection of the Mystery of the
Resurrection. It is under the direction of
Doss Phillips and Benedictine Father
Columba Kelly, of the department of

from the Archabbey, the School of
Theology and from the college. The
30-member ensemble will sing in Latin,
German, and English, as well as perform
on the organ, piano, trumpet and violon-
cello. The public is invited to this free
musical program. For more information,
ca'l Barbara Crawford at 812-357-6501

Holy Family Shelter will hold its annual
benefit dinner on Saturday, April 23 at the
St. Vincent Marten House beginning at &
pm. with cocktails. Tickets are $125 The
theme of the evening is “A Child's Dream.”
The Holy Family Shelter gives the homeless
a reason to hope. It offers many beneficial
programs that allow residents to look for a
job and housing To purchase tickets for “A
Child's Dream” or for more information
about the Holy Family Shelter, call 317-635-
7830. All proceeds will benefit the shelter

The Circle City Aquarium Club will host
the third annual Spring Auction on April 30
at Christy’s of Indiana Auction House, 400'S.
Madison Ave. in Greenwood. Registration
will begin at 8 am. with the auction
beginning at 10 am. Members from Circle
City Aquarium Club share knowledge about
breeding techniques and other aquarium
hobby information a* monthly meetings held
the nirst Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m
at the Garfield Conservatory. For more
information about the auction or the club,
call Julie Short at 317-635-8643. A portion of
all proceeds will be donated to the
Indianapolis Zoo.

The National Association of Pastoral
Musicians, Indianapolis chapter, will spon-
sor a BYOG (bring your own group)
Evening on Friday, April 29 at 730 pm
Choirs and music ensembles from the
archdiocese are invited to prepare two songs
to share with other musicians. A catered
dinner will be available to all musicians
beginning at 6:15 p.m. and reservations for
the dinner must be made to Teresa Fckrich at
317-356-1868 no later than April 25. The
event will be held at St. Lawrence Church,
4650 N. Shadeland Ave,, in Indianapolic All
choirs and ensembles need to register with
Paula Slinger at 317-895-8914. All are
welcome.

St. Meinrad Seminary will be the host for
the 23rd annual Special Olympics held on
April 27. The day’s activities will begin at
9:15 am. with a parade of athletes and
volunteers from St. Meinrad’s Guest House
to the soccer field. More than 350 mentally
and physically challenged (“ildren and
young adults are expected to attend and
participate in the games. In addition,

PP one hundred will
assist the Olympians and the organizers
during the day. Nine events are scheduled,
including the 50-meter dash, 400-meter
relay, softball throw, and standing long
jump. Events are also scheduled for those
who need the assistance of a wheelchair. For
more information, call Barbara Crawford at
812-357-6617.
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Sister for Christian Community Mi-
chelle Faltus has been selected as the
Associate Director of Catholic Education for
Curriculum Development and Assessment
for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. Sister
Michelle has been the Superintendent of
Schools for the Archdiocese of Kansas City
for the past 12 years. She has a bachelors
degree in English from Webster College and
a masters degree in Fducational Adminis

ration from St Louis University. She has
A S juate work n
f spment, co-
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by John F. Fink

“Because God calls men to the priest- |
hood, we must do our part to help our young
rhurch hear that call,” Archbish ' Daniel M. |
[Buechlein told members of the In‘anapolis |
ferra Club. The occasion was the annual |

“Priests Night” April 12 at which the club
honors priests.

The archbishop said that too often “we
forget the ‘God calls’ part in our
promotion of those vocations

Archbishop Buechlein said that much
progress is being made in recruiting students
to study for the priesthood. He said that

by Margaret Nelson

“There is a renewed interest in spiritual-
ity,” said Charles Gardner. Since last July, he
has headed up the secretariat for spiritual
jand sacramental life.

“This year has been spent deciding how
st to promote and support spiritual

‘newal. We have a more detailed proposal
pow, but it's still very much in the planning
d building stage,” he said.

“There i a broad range of interest in
Il types of spiritual renewal both for

ndividuals and for groups” Gardner

d. “There is also more interest in
Christ Renews His Parish’ and in the
Cursillo movement, and more people are |

UNITED CATHOLIC APPEAL
Interest in spirituality is
growing with leadership

Club thar s priests ‘for
not only v .0 you are
but for what you are’

there are now 31 seminarians, about double
the number of a year ago, and it is expected
that there will be 40 or more by the start of
the next school year

Hector Gonzalez, club president, thanked
the priests present “for not only who you are
but for what you are.” He said, “We thank
you for your perseverance, for your knowl-
edge, for your wisdom, for your courage in
believing in yourselves, for the g guidance you

Help youth hear God'’s call, archbishop urges

| give to parishioners. We thank you for your
| prayers for they are being heard. We thank
you for exter ding the call to pnesthood and
religious life. And we thank for
choosing you to be our priests and for letting
his spinit work through you.”

Gonzalez also invited the priests to take
an active role in the international convention
of the Serra Club in Indianapolis July 1 to 3.
Serrans from throughout the world will be at
the Convention Center in Indianapolis for
this annual meeting,

The Serra Club is an organization of
| lay men and women whose primary
| purpose is the promotion of vocations to
| the priesthood and religious life.

seeking spiritual direction. The
hopes to promote renewal and retreats of
all kinds in a variety of settings.”

He hopes that the role of Fatima Retreat
House will expand to become more of a
resource center for spirituality. Fatima staff
members Kevin DePrey and Christian
Instruction Brother Joseph Martin are al-
ready visiting parishes to help them discem
their spiritual needs, and this has resulted in
some new offerings at Fatima and a more
flexible approach to programming.

DePrey, director of Fatima, said the
retreat center will offer “fuller pro-
gramming for summer.”

Upcoming retreats include “Autumn
Grace: Spirituality of Aging.” One “Play-
shop Day” planned on humor is called

Will close and sell
St. Catherine church

by Margaret Nelson

kGood Shepherd Parish to build
new church at St. James site

received approval to unify the the two
parishes on March 30, 1993.

The latest decision to move to the St.
James property came after an architect’s
feasibility study of both sites.

The pms.bmues included: renovating
both 84 Catherine and 42-

Good Shepherd Parish in Indianapolis
recently made a decision to close and sell
'St. Catherine church and school. The
parish will build a new church at the site
of the former St. James Church and
renovate the school there, according to
the pastor, Father Thomas Clegg.

Good Shepherd held a parish as-
s«embly on March 20, when three options
were considered. Eighty-one percent of
those present said they could support the
third option, compared to 35 to 40
percent of those who could support the
sther two. (Many parishioners said they
could support all three.)

Good Shepherd is comprised of the |
former St. Catherine and St James parishes. |
\ joint longrange planning committee |

year-old St yames, renovl!mg the church
at St. Catherine and building a new
school there; selling the buildings at St.
Catherine and moving to St. James and
buiiding a new church there.

No timetable has been designated for
the building project, Father Clegg said
last week. The parish is working with
David Hodde, director of management
services for the archdiocese, and Francis-
can Sister Sandra Schweitzer, who helps
design liturgical environments.

Father Clegg said that the parish will
probably have to build additional class-
rooms for the school
jothing is firm yet,” said Father Clegg
“It's hard on people” he said. “But they
know that they can better serve the near
south side by going through with it

compiled by Margaret Nelson |

The Criterion welcomes the more tnan
900 new adult Catholics who entered the
church since last Easter. Most of these |

cople were welcomed during Easter
Vigil liturgies on Holy Saturday.

Those listed as catechumens are people
who had not received the sacraments before;
they were baptized and confirmed during
this year. Those listed as candidates are

people who may have been baptized as
Lathnlus or in other Christian c.hurches but
had never been confirmed

The names of most of the “new”
Catholics were included in April 8 and 15
issues of The Criterion. The following
names have come in since those issues
were published.

Batesville Deanery
Holy Family, Oldenbuxg Can Crank
(catechumen); Sharon Heppner and
Lou Fullenkamp (candidates).

Indianapolis East Deanery
Little Flower: Marilyn Bell, Jill Brad-
shaw, Mack Cory, Marty Dugan, Barbara
Ellis, Marshall Ford, Ginger Garcia, Jenny
Gibson, Kathy McWhirter, Daniel Wy-
rick, Deanna Owens, Johnna Petree,

Further names of ‘new’ Catholics

Richard Ponder, Dennis Rector, Pamela
Rinier, Bonnie Stewart, John Stewart,
Amber Swanson (catechumens); Frank
Adams, Tricia Allstatt, Trisha Corcoran,
William Daniels, Gregory Maddox, Tom
Pierce, Todd Suesz (candidates)

Indianapolis North Deanery
St. Thomas Aquinas: Bob Plummer, Dave
McCombs, Wendy Pecyna (catechumens).

Connersville Deanery

Holy Family, Richmond: Melissa Renee
and Heather Ann Malone, Brianna Mitchell,
John Tyler Hoover (catechumens).

St. Andrew, Richmond: Vickey Lynn
Behninger (catechuman); Jody Marsee, Ron
Sheehy, Glenna Wong (candidates)

St. Mary, Richmond: Marilyn Ann, Jackie
Ann, and Jaimie Ann Brown, Scott Allan,
Dayle Ann, Aaron Christopher, Tyler Allan,
Alex Michael, and Brandon Andrew Evans,
Donnie Gene Marcum, Gary Jack and
Cortney Sloan Shepard, Sabrina Renee
Wood, and Elise Hope Armstrong (catechu-
mens); Freya Burns, Barbara Crago, Kristi Jo,
Zacharie Ace and Sean Henry Klaine, Becky
Lee Shepard, Robert Stephen, Carol Ann,
Ashley Nichole and Alyssa Rene Stocker,

“Lighten Up, Just for the Health of It”
Franciscan Sister Norma Rocklage will give
a July retreat for directors of religious
education and a Dominican brother will
offer an August retreat for men.

“We're hearing greater interest in the
renewal programs and a variety of others,”
DePrey said People’s interests are not
limited to certain programs, he said. Fatima
just finished a program for Ministry to
Ministers. And he supports the Beech Grove
Benedictines’ program for spiritual directors.

Gardner said. ““‘Some sort of prayer is
part of virtually every archdiocesan staff

gathering. Almost every month, he said,
there is some type of group prayer at the
cenler or at the cathedral.

‘e had special things during Lent,”
C.udner said. “It's a priority at the center
to put prayer first and support and
encourage that. This Lent was the first
time we had days of recollection for
archdiocesan employees at Fatima.”

The i “practices what he
preaches,” said Gardner. “Once a month he
presides at noon Mass at the cathedral. He
wanted to do that. Even though he is very
busy, he’s got it on the calendar.”
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SPOTLIGHT ON
TERRE HAUTE DEANERY

St. Paul Parish works
in spite of limitations

ship that so many parishes in other rural
areas do. |

“If you go by the back roads, about the
closest parish to us is (Annunciation
Parish) in Brazil, and that’s about 19
miles away,” Father said.

“And this is the only Catholic church
in this whole county. Geographically we
cover the county. There are 80-odd
churches in the county, and this is the
only Catholic church. That means we
have people who drive 20 miles one way
to go to Mass on Sunday. The kids come
from four different school systems.

‘3 a sense we already have young
peopie who are more competitive with
each other than they are in communion
with each other. And the county is only
about three percent Catholic . . . so if our
kids are going to relate to other kids here,
and if they're going to date other kids,
they’re almost always going to date kids
who are not Catholic. So I have many
more mixed marriages than I have
marriages of two Catholics.

“It's always going to be a little harder
here to build community because of the
geographic complex of the whole county
and the school districts.”

The parish of St. Paul the Apostie in
Greencastle is unique in its setting and
probably in some of its dilemmas as well.

Father John Schoettelkotte has been
pastor since 1983. He also spends time
serving as chaplain at the Indiana State
Farm in Putmamville and at nearby
DePauw University.

One of the biggest challenges for St
Paul, Father says, is the town’s location
The town is closer to Indianapolis than
Terre Haute, but most Greencastle resi-
dents feel more pull toward the state
capitol, he says. And Greencastle, located
in Putnam County, is in many ways a
suburb of Indianapolis.

“That's one thing that makes it
difficult for this parish, because we
belong to the Terre Haute Deanery,”
Father Schoettelkotte said.

“But more people identify with Indi-
anapolis. The only difficulty if we
belonged to the Indianapolis West
Deanery is we would have the problem of
being assessed for high schools and those
types of things, and we don’t have any
kids here who go to any of the schools (in

Indianapolis). Yet a definite variety of parishioners
“So there are lots of difficulties with this comes to worship at St. Paul. They come
i parish & terms of belonging.” from varying economic and educational

backgrounds.

DePauw University, even though it’s a
United Methodist college, brings many
Catholic students and faculty members. The
small private institution sits virtually in St

St. Paul
the Apostle
Parish

Year founded: 1854
Address:

202 E. Washington
Street, Greencastle,
IN 46135
Telephone:
(317)653-5678

St. Paul is considered to be the most
geographically isolated parish from any
other e archdiocese. Since thete’s no
parish nearby, it would be difficult for St.
Paul to establisk a collaborative relation-

'B«’tt[u & FHunt ?unua[ FHome

5410[119 Catholic (7anu2[lu in Putnam C’ounly

602 E. Wa;/{bzgton, Geencastle, TN 46135
317-653-6511

HMembers of St. Pl the Apostle

Pastor:

Father John Schoettelkotte
Pastoral associate:

Gwen Goss

Chaplaincies:

DePauw University;
Indiana State Farm
(Putnamville)

Church capacity: 200
Number of

Youth Ministry
Coordinator

St. Joseph/St. Margaret Mary Parishes
Terre Haute, Indiana

Full time position immediately available. Position
requires planning, implementation, & coordination of
minisf ducati for 9-12 grade
youth. Candidate needs to be i &

of proven Certification in
Youth Ministry preferred.

315

Masses:

Saturday-5:15 p.m.; Sun-
day-830 am. and 11 am;
5 p.m. Sunday Mass when
DePauw  University
classes are in session

Send letter of application with resume to:
Youth Ministry Search Committee
o/o Mrs. Rita Coe
116 Berkley, Terre Haute, IN 47803

Cllahan& Highes

FUNERAL HOME
605 South 25th Street
Terre Haute, Indiana

David Callahan (812) 232-1365

TOUGH WORK—St. Paul Pari-hin G

le is possibly the most

i isolated

parish in the archdiocese. But despite its distance from other parishes, and other handicaps
5 : <

such as the lack of

P i to serve over 300 Catholic

aul
households in Putnam County.(Photo by Peter Agostinelli)

Paul's backyard. These days, close to 20
percent of DePauw’s students are Catholic.

Father Schoettelkotte says one handi-
cap St Paul struggles with is a lack ot
sufficient workspace. The church build-
ing itself, which seats about 200 people, is
the parish’s roomiest facility. The only
other facility the parish owns is a house
across the street, which is used for
religious education classes

Availswi2 space is so scarce that Sunday
morning religious education classes some-
times have to be held in another building
across the street. Trouble is, that building is
owned and inhabited by the local telephone
company.

But steps are being taken to address
the cramped conditions. The parish cur-
rently is talking with an architect about
the feasibility of constructing an addition
to the church building.

While an expansion would help, Father
says, it wouldn't necessarily solve the space
shortage problem. It would only create about
7,000 square feet, which probably wouldn't
be cnough. But at least it would create some
much-needed workspace.

The plan right now is to complete a
standard structural analysis of the facility
before even talking about expanding.
Father says one consideration that will
come into play is whether the parish can
afford to pay for something as expensive
as a building expansion.

Catholic services in Greencastle were
first celebrated in 1848 by Father Simon
Petit Lalumiere, who travelled from St.
Joseph Parish in Terre Haute. It wasn't
long before a priest, Father William
Doyle, was assigned to Greencastle to
serve the growing Catholic population.

In late 1853, Mass was celebrated for
the first time. Services were held in a
church building that was purchased for
congregational use.

What is now the St. Paul church building
was actually purchased in 1854 from another
group of Christians in Greencastie—the
“old-school Presbyterians.” Catholics
bought the church from the Presbyterians
eight years after it was constructed

Bishop Maurice de St. Palais blessed ‘he
church in 1866 and placed it under the
patronage of St. Paul the Apostle.

St. Paul’s history explains that Catholics
were anything but welcome when they first
came to the area in the 19th Century. Most of
the Irish immigrants who arriveu were
Catholic, and they found life difficult. It
wasn't easy for them to get the good jobs that
local non-Catholics were getting.

It wasn't unusual at the time for job
advertisements in newspapers to say that
Catholics or Irish need not apply

But today, for example, many students
recruited by DePauw are Catholic. In fact, at
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one time 500 students of the Methodist
college’s enrollment of 2,200 were Catholic.

St. Paul attracts between 40 and 130
DePauw students for a weekend Mass. They
can attend any of St. Paul’s services,
including a 5 p.m. Sunday Mass. Father Johr:
started the late Mass knowing that many
students would not come to the earlier
Sunday moming services.

In all there are close to 800 members at St.
Paul. Father said the numbers have declined
somewhat in recent years. Also, he said, even
though the average parishioner age isn't
climbing too high, he sees the elderly more
and more at pansh activities.

Atleast one other hurdle faces the parish,
and unfortunately it'’s one nobody can do
much about. It's what Father Schoettelkotte
calls the lack of an actual neighborhood of
Catholics near the church. Despite the
presence, Father thinks it will be important
for St. Paul Parish—as well as local
businesses—to stay downtown and remain a
part of the area.

““The way downtowns are deteriorat-
ing these days in all these small comuni-
ties, 1 think it's important that a church
stay here as a kind of anchor point,”
Father said. “That's why I've always
pushed to stay on this block of property
and do what we can with it.

“The suburbs are nice, but that's just
another thing taking away from a down-
town area,” said Schoettelkotte.

He's not sure the money is going to be
there for an addition. For now the parish
staff is doing its best in a combined
rectory/office, which originally was an
eight-room rectory. Currently all the parish
offices are there, as well as the rectory.

The active groups at St. Paul include the
parish council, board of education and the
spiritual life committee, which is being
reorganized. The family life and social
concerns committee helps the sick and
needy. Members take food once a month to
local food pantry as one of its projects.

One parish-wide strength Father praises
is the devotion of many parishioners to local
civic groups and organizations.

The loss of a local IBM plant several
years ago hurt the parish as much as it
did the town. Some of the people who
worked there came from bigger cities,
and a large number of them Catholics.
The facility had been intact for 30 years.
But a new business now occupies the old
IBM facility. It has helped fill the void left
by the big company’s move.

Despite the troubles, the future looks
bright for St. Paul. Father Schoettelkotte
says Greencastle continues to draw new
people every yc.r with the appeal of an
attractive and quiet community that's
close to Indianapolis
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Father Damien called model for today’s world

‘Leper priest’ of Molokai
to be beatified May 15

by Mark Zimmermann
Catholic

ews Service

SILVER SPRIM Md.—Father Damien
de Veuster, the famed “leper pnest” of
Molokai who will be beatified May 15, wasa
“working saint” whose love for the poor and
outcast is a model for today's world,
according to speakers at a symposium in
suburban Washington

“He took care of those (whom) people are
afraid of,” said Father Joseph Donders, a
Missionary of Africa priest and director of
the mission studies progiam at Washington
Theological Union in Silver Spring.

The two-day symposium was co-spon-
sored by the mission studies program and
the order of which Father Damien was a

member, the Congregation of the Sacred
Hearts ot Jesus and Mary
wored Hearts Father Robert Charlton,

vocations director for the congregation, said
Father Damien underwent a transformation
as he served the dying on the Hawaiian
island of Molokai, where victims of Hansen's
disease had been quarantined in the 1800s.

Slides shown at the conference showed
the physical change in Father Damien,
from the fresh-scrubbed, hasnidsome face
of a young Belgian missconi« sent to the
islands in 1864, to a peaceful ‘Ountenance
swollen with horrific sores and lesions
shortly before his death from Hansen’s
disease 24 years later

When he first arrived at the islands, the
missionary regarded Hawaiians as immoral
heathens. By canoe, horseback and on foot
he traversed the islands’ isolated waterways
and mountains.

“His principal concern was to save
souls,” said Sacred Hearts Father Columban
Crotty, who also addressed the symposium

Floyds Knobs parishioners
have traditional Jewish Seder

Family atmosphere is
created in parish hall
by Barbara Zipp

arishioners of St. Mary of the Knobs
Parish, Floyds Knobs, gathered on March 30
to enjoy a Seder, the Passover meal. The
night before he was crucified, Jesus shared
the Passover Seder with his disciples.

Various members of the parish contri-
buted their time and effort to make the
arrangements for the Seder. Traditionally,
the Seder meal is celebrated in the home
among family or with close friends. This
atmosphere was created in the parish hall for
the participants by assigning each table to
one volunteer. Each volunteer was re-
sponsible for the linen and tableware at the
dinner table. Each member of the “family”
brought a covered dish to share with the
other members at the table.

The parish furnished the lamb for the
meal, while was prepared by volunteers
In addition to the ritual foods of Pass-
over, the parishioners shared the prayers
of blessing and the Scriptures. The leader
of the meal was Greg Welch, who played
the role of the head of household. Father
John Geis and members of the David
Batliner family joined Greg and Marilyn

Merkel, who played the role of the female
head of household, at the head table
Members of the parish who partici-
pated in this Seder festival enjoyed the
spiritual recollection, prayers and food
Mike Andres remarked that it was “good

Father Damien volunteered nine years
later to be the first priest to serve the
isolated leper colony in Kalawao
Molokai, landing there in 1873 with a
breviary as his only possession

The settlement had gained a reputation
as a living tomb,” Father Crotty said

When he first landed at the colony
Father Damien slept beneath a tree for
fear of getting too close to the leprosy
victims. But Father Charlton said the
priest soon learned to love the outcasts

One eyewitness said he changed the |
dressings of their sores with the gentle-
ness of someone handling flowers. He
began to share his pipe and bowl of food
with patients, and he lovingly played |
with the island’s children |

Father Damien soon became an out- |
spoken champion of the island'’s residents, |
often coming into conflict with Hawaii's
board of health and his religious superiors. |
The priest had never stirred any waters |
before he became known as a headstrong |
man who would pound a desk and plead his |
case in a thunderous voice. l

His tireless advocacy helped the patients

gain housing, orphanages, schools, hospitals,
an aqueduct system that brought them
water, and orchards and farms so that they
could grow their own tood.

“A place of desolation changed to a
place of hope and life,” Father Charlton
said. Father Damien “was no theolo-
gian,” he added. “He was an immensely
practical doer

Father Damien’s example should give
guidance to a world which today has its swn
torm of leprosy, acquired immune deficiency
syndrome, said Father Charlton.

“The parallels are so striking,” he said
“Thev (AIDS victims) experience themselves
very aeeply as social outcasts.”

The Christian community, he said,
needs to give the same witaess to these
outcasts as Father Damien did in his day,
providing them with love in a world that
fears them. “(We must) be with the
people (suffering from AIDS) and help
dispel the myths and fears.”

Also speaking at the symposium were
members of a Washington-area AIDS
outreach ministry named in Father
Damien’s honor.
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to and ** while
Denice Andres stated that it reminded
her of family traditions. Jean Batliner
recommended the Seder to other
arishioners unable to attend. Gerry
yrne expressed the sentiment of the
evening b{ commenting that she enjoyed
the social experience as well as the
religious experience
The Seder is one of the most important
celebrations in the Jewish faith. The Passover
meal is an ancient celebration of the Jews’
release from Egyptian bondage.
In Christianity, the Passover festival has

GUTTERS & SIDING
Deal With the Owner
“You save sales commission”

« Brand names & highest quality workmanship
* NO GIMMICKS * NO GIVEAWAYS
* 100% FINANCING

Midwest Remodeling

A Dwision of Harns Home Improvement Co.

788-1138 1-800-290-5030
530 Tunla Creek & Dt
Indianapolis, IN 46227

SOFFITS & ROOFING

an important meaning also. It is s
for Christians as a way of experiencing the
connection between Christianity and
Judaism. It is also an avenue by which
Christians remember and reflect upon their
Jewish heritage. The central theme of the
Passover is redemption. For Christians,
Passover means notonly the physical exodus
from Egypt, but aspiritual passing over from
the bondage of sin as well.

Celebrating the Jewish Seder meal has
gained renewed intercst in the Catholic
community since the Second Vatican
Council

SEDER—Parishioners of St. Mary of the Knobs in Floyds Knobs enjoy a Seder, the Passover

meal, together. (Photo by Barbara Zipp)

Gt. Thomas, Fortville is 125

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Fortville
will mark its 125th anniversary with a 5:30
p.m. Mass on Saturday, April 30. Archbishop
Daniel M. Buechlein will preside. Father
Albert Ajamie, the pastor, will concelebrate.

The parish was established as a mission in
1869, with Mass being celebrated in people’s
homes. During that year, a frame structure
was built as the first church by Father Dennis
J. McMullen.

For a few years there was no pastor, but

priests from St. John in Indianapolis and St
Mary, Anderson, offered Mass.

In 1877, the Franciscans from Sacred
Heart monastery in Indianapolis began to
serve the parish

The present brick church was designed
by Franciscan Brother Frank Crouch and
dedicated by Bishop Joseph Chartrand on
Oct. 29, 1916. The first permanent pastor
was appointed in 1934
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Vatican criticized for stand on population

U.N. committee preparing for
international conference rebuts
Vatican position on document

by Tracy Early
Catholic News Service

task for its three-week session was making final revisions
on a draft “program of action” for adoption when the
conference meets in Cairo Sept. 5-13
Vatican delegates and representatives of church-related
groups have seen sharp hostility in the pages of The Earth
Times, an unofficial paper distributed inside the United
Nations that focuses on areas of UN. activity such as
environmental and development issues.
Its publisher is Theodore H. Kheel, who has previously
as a labor tiator in New York and now

UNITED NATIONS—The Catholic Church emerged as
a primary object of criticism at the meeting of the
prep y for the Ci ence
on Population and Development.

Fred Sai, committee chairman, took the lead by departing
from the usual impartiality of presiding officers to offer a

rebuttal to a statement delivered April 5 by the head
of the Vatican delegation, Msgr. Diarmuid Martin, under-
secretary of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace.

Msgr. Martin told the U.N. committee the document
raises concern because it lacks “a clear ethical vision” and
that the Vatican objects to the “extremely individualistic
understanding of the person and of human sexuality”
that marks it as a whole.

The rebuttal by Sai, a Ghanaian physician who is
former p dent of the | Planned [ hood
Federation, was similar to his response at a previous
committee meeting in May 1993 when a Vatican
statement was delivered by Archbishop Renato R.
Martino, Vatican ambassador to the United Nations.

In both cases, Sai’s criticism of the Vatican position drew
enthusiastic applause from many people in the section where
T i 8O’ Bani sit.

The third and final session of the preparatory
committee opened April 4 at U.N. headquarters in New
York and was scheduled to adjourn April 22. Its primary

chairs a group called Eminent Citizens Committee for Cairo
‘94. Funding comes from corporations such as Apple
Computer, news organizations such as the Los Angeles Times
Syndicate and the New York Tmes Foundation, and
foundations such as Rockefeller and MacArthur

The April 8 issue carried an article by Werner Fornos,
president of the Washingtos-based Population Institute,
suggesting exclusion of the Vatican from the United Nations
for pting “to impose religious dogma on non-Catholics.”

“At some point the Vatican’s actions may well raise
questions about the justification for its having the unique
privilege of representation at the United Nations,” he said.

In another article in the same issue, a Kenyan woman,
Kalimi Mworia of the International Planned Parenthood
Federation, said, “We don’t like the pope and other
conservatives speaking for the interests of developing
countries.”’

In the April 7 issue, Pamela Maraldo, president of the
Planned Parenthood Federation of Amerca, was quoted
as saying the Vatican and others sought to “‘impose their
dogmas.”

e same article quoted Frances Kissling of Catholics
for a Free Choice, an unofficial U.S.-based group that
supports legal abortion. It also quoted Luz Alvarez
Martinez of the National Latina Health Organization as
saying Latino women “make reproductive decisions that

go against the teachings of the Catholic Church and still
consider themselves good Catholics.”

Commentary carried in each issue of The Earth Times in
comic strip form has included harsh and derisory references
to the pope and the Catholic Church

The April 8 strip refers to “his holymolyness” and,
beside a drawing of the pope in a miter, said, “In his
infallible fortress in the Vatican't, the popelator is in a
grimly celibatory mood as he monitors the plague-ridden
preparations for the popcon!”

Showing the importance given to the conference by the
Vatican, it appointed a 10-member delegation to the meeting
of the preparatory committee.

Along with Msgr. Martin, the delegation chairman,
three other Vatican officials have been sent: Msgr.
Mounged El-Hachem, a Maronite on the staff of the
Secretariat of State; Msgr. Peter Elliott, an Australian on
the staff of the Pontifical Council for the Family; and
Scalabrinian Father Silvano M. Tomasi, secretary of the
Pontitical Council for Migrants and Travelers.

Pope continues fight
against draft of
population document

by Cindy Wooden

Catholic News Service

draft

VATICAN CITY—Continuing to fight against a
i Cong ; 2 criei

on policies, Pope
Paul I said he was not trying to be alarmist but said the
eatens human dignity and morality.
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Before reciting the “Regina Coeli” prayer with pilgrims in
St. Peter’s Square April 17, the pope said he wanted to share
his “deeply felt concems” about the preparations for the
U.N.-sponsored International Conference on Population and
Develop prep ittee for the

was discussing the draft document at a meeting April 4-22 at
the United Nations in New York.

In a March meeting with the secretary-general of the
conference and in a later letter to all the world’s heads of
state, Pope John Paul criticized the conference’s draft
document for its attitudes toward sexuality, marriage,
birth control and abortion.

Pope John Paul said the draft document focuses almost
exclusively on limiting the number of births in the Third
World without paying enough attention to economic
development, a better sharing of the vvorld’s resources and the
need to protect the religious and mral beliefs of families
targeted by the population-control policies

Pope John Paul told the pilgrims at St. Peter’s that ncone
can ignore the importance of the questions to be treated at the
September meeting in Cairo, Egypt.

The meetng’s subject matter goes directly to how one
understands human life in “the decisive areas of sexuality and
the family. Before such a complex argument, no one can tum
away as if it had nothing to do with ther;

The pope, raising his voice, said he was appealing to
individual consciences so that 7o one would be trapped by
what, at first glance, could appear to be logical economic and
political arg; 5 for supp g the draft

Promoting abortion and speaking of sex without reference
to marriage and of population limits without recognizing the
rights of husbands and wives to make their own choices about
family size reflect “campant models of an inane freedom and
a false progress, which seen in their depths, really constitute
forms of slavery and regression because they weaken man,
weaken the sacred character of life and weaken the capacity
for true love,” the pope said

“That which violates a moral norm is never a victory,
rather it is a defeat for man, who makes himself a *ictim,”
he said

The pope said Catholics had expectcd the UN.'s 1994
International Year of the Family to be a time for rediscovering
and strengthening the international community’s commit-
ment to the family as the most basic element of society, as it
was described by the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.

The declaration, he said, rightly recognized the family
structure as belonging to the original and sacred
inheritance of humanity.

“That which threatens the family, in reality, threatens
" he said. “This is even more true when one speaks of a
supposed ‘right to abortion.”

“Today it is more urgent than ever to react against models
of behavior which are the fruit of a hedonistic and permissive
society in which the complete gift of self, control of instincts
and a sense of responsibility seem to be notions tied to an era
already past,” the pope said

Pope John Paul said he was entrusting his concerns to “the
maternal heart of Mary,” while placing them before world
leaders for reflection ;

“It is not my intention to indulge in pessimism or
alarmism,” he said. “However, | believe I have a specific
obligation to strongly raise the voice of the church on behalf of
such an important cause.

“May the Holy Virgin speak to hearts and carry my words
over ideological and political barriers so there will be a
renewed consensus among all men and women of good will
on these basic questions,” he prayed
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Family discussions on faith can be challenging

. i’;/lr Robert L. Kinast

“If all the members of the church are to
toliow Christ’s way, it is essential that we
continue speaking with, listening to, work-
ing with and le »m each other

This reminder is part of the US. bishops
nessage to families issued to celebrate the
International Year of the Family

Titled “Follow the Way of Love,” the
message focuses on the family as a domestic

hurch. Sharing faith at home is encouraged
1s part of family life

That sounds good, but a lot of
onscientious parents might well ask,

How are we supposed to do this, given
our busy schedules, individual demands
and constant distractions?”

The bishops are sympathetic. They
icknowledge the challenges and obstacles
n family life. Their recommendation is to
use the ordinary moments of daily life as
‘the threads from which we can weave a
pattern of holiness.”

This means that discussion of the faith
should be part of everyday conversation
in the home. It should not be confined to
special occasions such as when the parish
priest comes for dinner or one of the
children is to be confirmed.

Of course, conversation about faith
presupposes that family members converse
about other things like school, work,
entertainment, and current events

If a family has trouble discussing faith,
it may be that they have trouble discuss-
ing anything at all

Faith conversations among family mem-
bers should be genuine conversations. There
should be give and take, an exchange of
views, a common search for meaning.

Parents don’t have to have all the answers
to discuss faith with their children. The
bishops imply this when they say to parents,
“Sometimes (children) listen and learn;
sometimes they teach you new ways of
believing and understanding.”

The parents who are in the best position
to have these kinds of conversations with
their children are parents who discuss their
faith with each other.

Parents
homework can ¢ 58—
spective—the events of histor

or themes of literature

A spevial time for conversing about faith
is duning preparation for the sac t
Sometimes parents feel they don't ha
enough technical knowledge about a sacra
ment to instruct their child, but this should
never prevent them from sharing what the
sacrament means in their life

»One family celebrates each child's
baptismal and first Communion anniversary
with as much festivity as a birthday
Inevitably this leads to conversation about
the importance of the sacraments.

»Another family observes the anniver-
sary of a family member’s death by banging
out photos and memorabilia of the person
and leaving them on display for a week
Inevitably this feads to conversation about
the meaning of life after death

One key to faith conversation in the
family is the willingness to listen.

A teen-ager who refuses to go to Mass
because he doesn’t “get anything out of it”
may actually be asking how he can
contribute more actively to the liturgy

A 10-year-old child who asks why God
killed the fallen trees in a nearby forest
actually may be asking about herself and
God's protection of her.

When a child tells of a conflict with a
friend at school or recounts a hurtful action it
is an occasion to discuss—from a faith
perspective—the value of friendships or the
meaning of forgiveness.

And the bishops make special mention
of “decision-making discussions, espe-
cially when the decisions could alter the
pattern of family life.”

The most obvious examples are when
parents change jobs or a family moves to
a different city.

A simpler example is a family vacation
My parents explained what a wonderful
time we would have if everyone pitched in
and did their part to gcl ready.

It was the most lesson in shared
ministry I ever leamed.

The same thing haﬁepened before my
grandmother, in failing health, came to live

with us. Although 1 was studying for the
i d then, my parents asked me how |

ly, family i about
faith don’t always have to occur at home. A
drive to or from school, a shopping trip to the
mall, or waiting for a movie or softball
practice to begin may be a better setting than
the home, where distractions and interrup-
tions more easily develop.

The best conversaiion topics come
from current events a family shares. One
family talks over their priest’s homily
after Mass on the way to a nearby
restaurant for breakfast. All the family
members have to give their reaction,
favorable or unfavorable, before eating.

would frel about this because it would mean
changes for all of us.

From that one experience, I understood
the importance of consultation and why
everyone's opinion should be heard.

ere is no limit to the topics and
occasions for discussing faith at home.

The challenge is often simply initiating
the conversation and then “listcning seri-
ously to their thoughts and feelings.”

(Father Robert Kinast is the director of the
Center for Theological Reflection at Madeira
Beach, Fla.)

I -

FAMILY JOURNEY—Family conversations about faith don’t always have to occur at home,
where they should be part of everyday talks. A drive to or from school or during a shopping
trip to the mall may be a better setting for family discussions about faith. (CNS illustration

by Caole Lowry)

Faith sharing strengthens families

by Steve Heymans

There is a scene in “A Man for All
Seasons,” Robert Bolt's play, in which the
Duke of Norfolk criticizes his friend, Sir
Thomas More, for opposing King Henry
VIII's third marriage.

Norfolk: “We're (British nobility) sup-
posed to be the arrogant ones, the proud,
splenetic ones—and we've all given in!
Why must you stand out? You'll break
my heart. . "

More: “Hear me out. You and your class
have ‘given in'—as you rightly call it—be-
cause the religion of this c.intry means
nothing to you one way or i utier.”

Norfolk: “Well, that's a fo. lish saying for
a start; the nobility of England has always
been—(Christian).

More: “The nobility of Exigland, my lord,
would have snored through the Sermon on
the Mount. But you'll labor like Thomas
Aquinas over a rat-dog’s pedigree. . ..

For those who hope to raise children
Christian, Thomas More offers good
advice: We give children mixed messages
when we sleep through the Sermon on
the Mount yet labor over our dog's

pedigree, or the sports page, or the day’s
trading on Wall Street.

The point is that religious conversations
with children at home don’t begin with
questions like “Who was Moses?”

Conversations begin with who the par-
ents are. The biggest statement parents ever
make concerns what matters to them

Right from the beginning, children pick
up on what their parents are all about, no
matter what the parents say.

In terms “religiously parenting””
children, it seems to me that the first task is
to become people who labor over the Sermon
on the Mount.

In terms of “religiously teaching” child-
ren, my only rule is that it has to be fun. Each
parent has to find his or her own way—a
way that is interesting for that parent—of
connecting with the church and the story by
which it lives.

1 know a parent who uses stained glass
windows in churches to discuss faith with
his children. Another parent uses ap-
propriate movies and television shows. Yet
another parent retells Bible stories.

Each method is interesting—and fun!

(Steve Heymans is the director of Campus
Ministry at St. John’s University in Col
legeville, Minn.)

DISCUSSION POIN

Faith influences conversations

This Week’s Question

How did faith influence a conversation in vour
home—for example, a conversation about TV program-
ming, work or leisure time?

“We have an atheist girl living with us—a foreign
exchange student from former East Germany. She
attacked my faith at the beginning. She said, ‘This is
something [ want to discuss!”. . . She comes from a scholarly
background and was approaching it like the classroom

But we're trying to show our faith more in actions than in
words.” (Chris Batley, Wilmington, N.C.)

“Most recently about the war in Bosnia. We said it is
wrong to kill. We talked about the diler a of using
violence to make peace (Urdy Potvin, Stue

Ohi
le, Ohio)

“We were talking about someone who died recently—a
49-year-old woman with a family. I said you have to
faith to understand why someone dies who is so young
(Janet Mack, Harwood, N.D.

“My wife had a miscarriage, her third. In her
frustration she was asking, ‘Why me?” We had to recognize
that we just have to pick up and keep trucking. We have to

trust God that it just isn't our time yet.” (Joe Wertis, Wake
Forest, N.C)

“Frequently, if we're looking at a TV program and there
is an opportunity to talk about our faith or morals, then we
do. The other day we were watching a show about the
fertility doctor who used his own sperm without telling his

atients. | said there are decisions and things in life that
should be left to God who has the power over life. There is a
line there.” (Christine Mais, Indian Head, Md.)

“This morning | tried to find a decent show on TV and
couldn’t find anything. We don’t watch any soaps. One
time a visitor turned on a soap and I tumned it off and
explained we don’t watch shows like that here.” (Theresa
Schaffer, Cheboygan, Mich.)

Lend Us Your Voice

An upcoming edition asks: How havi you taught

children to make good moral choices

If you would like to respond for possible publication,
write to Faith Alive! at 3211 Fourth St. N.E, Washington,
D.C. 20017-1100.
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Kids’

Views

Faith means knowing
God is always with you

What my faith means to me is this week's
“Kids’ Views" topic

Fourth-grade students at St Michael
School in Indianapolis compare their faith to
a guard dog, karate, and other images
denoting strength, security and support.

DeColby Anderson drew a picture of
herself praying while sitting at her desk.

“Lord,” she asked, “can you help me to
think harder?”

Here are a sampling of their essays

Faith is to hold the love of God in your
heart at all times.
Maria Frame
To me, faith means believing in God.
When [ talk to God it feels like he wraps his
arms around me.
Megan Nally
Faith means I never have to question my
belief in God. Faith is like a guard dog
protecting me from harm
Lindsay Hayes
My faith is like karate. It teaches me to use
my head. Karate helps me trust in myself.
Faith helps me trust in God.
Daniel Whitaker

I can’t see God, but I know he is here with
me.

Dennis Clark

God gave us life to love one another and
make peace on our planet
Amber Collins

Testis loves me 50 80 rmiuch, Jesus tells e
the rights and wrongs. He is always there for
me. Lam glad to be Catholic

Kimberly Decker

I think that Jesus is the truth and the light
1 believe that God is faithful to me and T am
faithtul to God. 1 believe that God made
miracles and healed sick people. Faith is how
I walk with God
Amila Paul

Faith means having confidence, trust
and belief. It also means to be caring,
sharing and loving. Faith can help me get
through bad times. I know that God will
always be there for me.

Mary Cole

Being a Catholic helps me be a better
person. It helps me appreciate the world and
people. God puts love in our hearts. He
wants us to care for others and love him

Chad Logsdan

My faith is strong in God. If you pray, you
know God will give you strength to say no to
something bad. I don’t need anything to
make me feel important because God lets me
know that I am important just the way I am.

‘aul Stein

g A I wall
qu(, Por yo“r
brother.”

il

ANSWER TO PRAYER—St. Michael fourth-grader Megan Nally of Indianapolis prayed for
her brother when he was in the hospital. (Artwork by Megan Nally)

Faith is loving God, honing and be-
lieving, Faith is hving the Ten Command-
ments. It helps me to understand who I am
and how special I am

Felicia Amold

My faith in God helps me to not be afraid of
dying because there’s life after death. My faith
in God heips me to know that I have a best

who always listens and who is always
there for me. My faith in God helps me to know
that with God althingsare possible
Amy Amold

My faith means being part of a big
Christian family.

Kasey Harpold

I know that God is with me every
moment of my life. God has plans for me

Nichole Guidry

Faith means to follow God’s rules. We
have a door in our hearts. God knocks on it.
He says, “Let love come in your heart.”

Kelly Tharp

God is so loving to everybody. God
asks us to go to church
Meka Battle

Since there’s faith, I can grow
Martina McHargue

1 believe that God is everywhere and in
everybody
Andrew Banich

To have faith in God is to trust him at
all times.
Andrea Waight
1 am still learning about being a good
Christian,
Mark McAvoy

Faith is like a rock. It cannot be destroyed

Faith keeps you believing in the Lord (and)
knowing that the Lord never stops loving you.
Adam Sjoberg
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Sunday Readings

Sunday, April 24, 1994
Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12 — 1 John 3:1-2 — John 10:11-18

by Fr. Owen F. Campion

Again this weekend, the church turns to
the Acts of the Apostles for its first scriptural
reading. And, again this weekend, the lesson
is from a sermon preached by Peter.

wmb-umt]susmdu!mdhad
heard all that the lmd had mug’n the
apostles were very persons indeed.

They were the links with the Redeemer.
They had been there.

It is not surprising, therefore, that a
Christian community, such as that for which
the Acts of the Apostles was composed,
would have been exceedingly interested in
what the apostles had to say.

This weekend'’s reading, as several others

Jesus of Nazareth lives! He overcame
death. Jesus is the savior, the Son of God.
Some reject the Lord, but those who
accept the Lord assure themselves of
eternal life.

Jesus alone bridges the gulf between
nothing else, can bring salvation and peace
with God to people.

As was the case last weekend, the second
reading this Sunday is from the First Epistle
of John.

Like the reading last week, this selection
from First John splendidly celebrates Jesus as
the perfect gift of God to the world.

It states that because of the Lord all who
follow Jesus are God's children. Here the use
of the term “children” should not be
minimized. The emphasis is not upon
procreation, although God's creative role in
the beginnings of any human life cannot be
dismissed. But the point here is that God
loves us as an absolutely dedicated parent
loves a child.

This love is the umbrella beneath which
our relationship with God stands.

St. John’s Gospel is the source of the
third reading. It is one of the most
eloguent, familiar, and beloved sections
of the New Testament. It is the compari-
son of Jesus with a perfect the

{|  Monday, April25
Mark, evangelist

Easter weekday

1 Peter 5:5-14

Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17

Mark 16:15-20

Tuesday, April 26

Easter weekday

Acts 11:19-26

Psalm 87:1-7

John 10:22-30

Wednesday, April 27

Easter weekay

Acts 12:24 - 135

Psalm

John 12:44-50
Thursday, April 28

Peter Chanel, priest and martyr
4

Daily Readings

Easter weekday

Acts 13:13-25

Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25,27

John 13:16-20

Friday, April 29

Catherine of Siena, virgin
and doctor

Easter weekday

Acts 1326-33

Psalm 2:6-11

John 14:1-6

Saturday, April 30

Pius V, pope

Easter weekday

Acts 13:44-52

Psalm 98:14

John 14:7-14

Good Shepherd story. :
In a time and place where sheep-herding
was so prevalent, this story surely had an
instantly attentive audience.
We live in a different circumstance, but
the story still is mightily lling. We are

THE POPE TEACHES

limited. We need God, and]suslh.‘Cood
Shepherd guides us.
Reflection

The church excitedly proclaims to us the
resurrection of the Lord, but this weekend it
moves beyond the event of the Lord’s
conquest of death 1970 years ago in
Jerusalem to tell us its great good news. Jesus.
lives with us still.

Jesus the Lord lives in the salvation given
us because of the sacrifice on Calvary. In
Jesus, we are redeemed. In Jesus, we contact
God and we have received God's mercy.

Life on earth for everyone has its
unwelcome moments. All people move at
least at some time through darkness and
through the cold. That is of no matter, for
the Good Shepherd is beside us, and
should we stray from the path, this Good
Shepherd’s love is so profound that the
Shepherd himself will search for us,
lovingly, to bring us back home.

by Pope John Paul 1l
Remarks at audience April 13

Through the i and

Laity are called to promote life

Parents, educators, health-care workers,
and economic and political leaders must be
especially committed to the defense of the
right to life, which is “the most basic and

God has willed that everything on “earth
should be reconciled to himself in Jesus
Christ his Son (cf. Colossians 1:20).

In God’s plan of salvation, we are all called
to work for the fulfillment of this mission. But
xtulhehtynpumduwlbphyawﬁc
role in the church’s service to individuals and

respect or all people, and to protect human
ights.

right and the condition for all
other personal rights” (ibid., 38).

They should be involved in political life,
in work for justice and peace, and for integral
social and economic development.

By their responsible presence in the world
of art and culture, and especially in their use
of the mass media, the laity should bring the
light of their faith to bear in these sectors,
which are so important for the formation of
attitudes and behavior. In all of these ways
lh:yphy their part in carrying out Christ’s

to procaim the Gospel to all
P""P“"‘

SAINT OF THE WEEK

by John F. Fink

In recent years many men have accepted
their vocations to the priesthood or religious
life after vears of following a different
occupation. In this regard, they are following
in the footsteps of the saint whose feast is
celebrated April 24 (although that's a
Sunday this year}—St. Fidelis of Sigmarin
gen, wholived in the 16th and 17th centuries

Mark Rey was bom in Sigmaringen,
Germany in 1577. He studied at the
University of Freiburg, where he then taught
philosophy while studying for a law degree
After he received that degree he began to
practice law in Upper Alsace and soon began
to earn a reputation for his integrity md for
championing the poor. He was nicknameu
“the poor man’s lawyer.”

But Mark Rey soon grew disgusted with
the corruption and injustice he found in the
law profession of his day. He abandoned his
law career, divided his wealth among needy
seminarians and the poor, and joined the

Capuchin branch of the Franciscar: Order
He studied for the priesthood, was ordained,
took his vows as a Capuchin Franciscan, and
took the religious name Fidelis.

The young priest started preaching and
hearing confessions. Soon he was appointed
guardian of a friary in Rheinfelden, and after
that guardian of other friaries at Freiburg
and Feldkirch. At Feldkirch he enhanced his
reputation during a severe epidemic by his
devotion to the sick, many of whom he was
able to cure of their ilinesses
pleased with
ed him to
uchins to
the

5 the

the

His superiors were we
Father Fidelis and soon a
head a group of eight oth
preach against the

in Switze

Fidelis was ‘the poor man’s
lawyer a priest and a martyr

tion in Switzerland with a series of lectures
in 1519. He held the Gospel to be the only
basis of truth; rejected the Mass, penance and
other sacraments; denied papal primacy and
doctrine concerning purgatory and  the
invocation of saints; and rejected celibacy,
monasticism and many traditional practices
of picty

Calvinism was named for John Calvin,
who rejected Catholic doctrine in 1533 after
becoming convinced of a personal mission to
reform the church. He built on Lutheranism,
accepting Martin Luther's teachings that
Scripture 15 the sole rule of faith, the radical
corruption of human nature, and jus-
tification by faith alone. To this Calvin added
absolute predestination of some persons to
heaven and others to hell, no matter what
those persons do on earth

The Zwinglians and the Calvinists did
not take kindly to the preaching of Fidelis
and the other Capuchins, especially since the
friars began winning converts. It was said
that this success was more attributable to the
prayers of Fidelis during the night than to his
sermons and instructions during the day

Fidelis's adversaries roused the peasants
against him by claiming that he was an
opponent of the Swiss aspirations for
independence from Austria and the agent of
the Austrian emperor. On April 24, 1622,
while Fidelis was in the middle of a sermon
on “One Lord, one faith, one baptism,” a
shot was fired at him. It missed and the
bullet lodged in the wall

During the tumult that followed, a
Protestant offered to shelter Fidelis, but he
aying his life was in God's hands
town he was attacked by a group

'n As he called on God to forgive

his murderers, they struck him down
tabbed him to death and mangled his body
He was 45 years ¢
was canonized by Pope Benedict
f o 18th

nkiry
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VIEWING WITH ARNOLD

‘Jimmy Hollywood’ goes
on anti-crime campaign

by James W. Arnold

In “Jimmy Hollywood,” the subject is the
moral decline of Hollywood, but not in the
usual sense. It's not about the decline of
Hollywood the meta-
phor—the idea that the
movies, or the movie

, aren't as pure
or as uplifting as they
used to be—as in, say,
“The Player.” It's about
the decline of Holly-
wood as a city.

Not that writer-dir-
ector Barry Levinson
takes crime and creep-
ing ecaiemusemmlymnmsw;m]m
seris “Homicid " Despite some images of
o y neaham, “Jimmy Holly
aims to be mostly funny and touching,

But there is the sense that things are
going downhill. Much that Levinson says
here about Hollywood could be said
about any crime-ridden urban area in the
““90s. As his major character, Jinmy Alto,
puts it, “How can we pursue happiness
when we live in fear?

For Jimmy (Joe Pesci), pursuing happi-
ness is pursuing the dream of becoming a
movie star. He's the classic out-of-work
thespian, grinding through auditions
looking for the elusive first break that
seems destined not to come, while
suppomng himself vmunously drifting

from one restaurant job to another. Nick
Nolte’s hero in “I'll Do Anythmg" got
roles but ot big ones. Pesci’s feisty and
flamboyant Jimmy has never even been
an extra in a commercial.

What makes him different is that he’s also
amovie nut—a genuine Hollywood “charac-
ter.”” He watches old movies on TV and
knows the great actors and roles by heart. In

|

the opening scene, he’s walking along the
Walk of Fame near the Chinese Theater with
his eyes closed, correctly identifying for his
pal William (Christian Slater) the names
under (almost) every star on the famous
sidewalk.

William is a perfect foil for him, since
he's constantly attached to a
camera and shooting tape, mostly of
Jimmy. Amusingly played against type
by pop star Slater, he’s semi-derelict, a bit
slow, with buzzing in his head. Possibly
from disease, possibly from a rejecting
father. “He used to call me useless.”
Will's still traumatized from the first
movie he saw as a kid, the horror classic
“The Mummy.”

Besides being obsessive, Jimmy is also
volatile. He's enraged when his girlfriend
(Spanish actress Victoria Abril) is held up
at an ATM and almost kidnaped (a
surpmmgly comic scene). Then he loses

his latest waiter job when the customers
rush out to watch some cops make an
arrest across the street, and he confuses
their food orders (also funny). Finally, he
blow's his top when, the first time he
leaves his radio in his car, somebody
smashes the window and steals it.

So Jimmy and William become an

with a gun that shoots blanks, they

street crimes and drug deals—the
premise is that all this stuff is going on in the
open and the police are too busy to cope with
it—then “arrest” the culprits, attach the
incriminating tape and a note, and drop
them in front of police HQ.

It’s a noble (if mproba.ble) idea. Jimmy, of
course, soon begins to embellish the tapes
with his own anti-crime diatribes. He invents
a character (Jericho), presumably the leader
ofa \lgllanhe army, the SOS (for “Save Our
Streets”), and becomes a folk hero when the

‘MAJOR LEAGUE II'—Actors Tom Behringer (from left), Charlie Sheen and Corbin
Bernsen star in “Major League IL” the sequel to the 1989 comedy hit about the
Cleveland Indians. The U.S. Catholic Conference classification is A-l for adults and
adolescents. (CNS photo from Morgan Creek)

media pick up the story. Jimmy basks in the
spotlight: “It's the greatest role of my life.”

The scheme escalates. Jimmy takes a drug
dealer hostage, a la Beirut, as an “intimida-
tion” factor. He argues that “there is more
crime in L.A. than in Beirut.”

Trouble is, Jimmy and Will are clowns,
in way over their heads, and must finally
face showdowns with both the police and
tough guys.

Much of the delight in this movie comes
from seeing what a talent like Levinson
(“Rain Man” and “Bugsy”) can do with a
familiar formula, i.e., the inept hero who is
transformed by a role he falls into by
accident, then overplays it into a life-
threatening crisis.

The lines and gags alone are worth the
price. The “semi-sacred” movieland locales,
from the Errol Flynn mansion to the vacant
Egyptian Theater (site of the tricky multiple-
mdmg finale), are superbly used. Typw

I chase with police, the
pause ang they're standing on the Alfred
Hitchcock sidewalk star.

In addition, Levinson is clearly making,

in comedy terms, a loud moral protest,

expressing his frustration with crime and
decline. (In real life, he recently moved his
family out of L.A. to northem California.)

Beyond that, “Jimmy H.” is a warm
tribute to the Old Hollywood, the movie
past of Ford, Garfield, Brando (all Jimmy
Alto idols) already turning into legends
before our eyes.

(Urban crime problem and movie nostal-
gia, amusingly and brightly mixed; sex
situation, language; satisfactory for mature
viewers.)

USCC classification: A-1lI, adults.

Recent USCC

“The Yearling’ is a classic coming-of-age story

by Henry Herx and Gerri Pare
Catholic News Service

““The Yearling,” the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel made
into a 1946 film starring Gregory Peck, comes to the small
screen as a “Kraft General Foods Premiere Movie,” airing
Sunday, April 24, from 9 p.m. until 11 p.m. on CBS.
(Check local listings to verify the program date and time.)

The classic coming-of-age story centers on young Jody
Baxter (Will Homneff), the only surviving child of impover-
ished farmer/hunter Dad (Peter Strauss) and Mom (Jean
Smart) Baxter.

Snrvaﬁon is a threat when torrential downpours

‘THE YEARLING'—Will Homett plays Jody Baxter, a poor,
young Florida farm boy whose father allows him to keep an

d fawn, in “The Yearling” an adaptation of the
coming-of-age story by Marjorie Kinnen Rawlings. The U.S.
Catholic Conference says it is “quality family fare.” The
classic adventure story comes to TV as a “Kraft General
Foods Premiere Movie” on Sunday, April 24, from 9 p.m.
until 11 p.m. (CNS photo from CBS)

ravage their com crop. Nonetheless, Jody convinces Dad
to let him keep a motherless fawn as a cherished
despite Mom'’s strong objections that there is no f

spare for the animal.

The Baxters are also beset by Slewfoot, the marauding
bear that periodically steals their precious livestock, and
the alternatingly helpful and hateful behavior of the
Forresters, their only neighbors.

Young Jody takes some hard knocks when his only friend
succumbs to illness and Dad nearly dies after a snakebite. But
nothing has prepared Jody for the action his parents insist he
must take when his beloved fawn becomes a yearling whose
natural instincts endanger their very livelihood.

This adaptation of Marjorie Kinnen Rawlings’ novel is
a handsome production, directed with sensitivity by Rod
Hardy. Superior production values show up on-screen as
the Florida pland setting of a half y ago is
rendered in fine detail

Performances are similarly above average—once
viewers become accustomed to listening to the Southern
drawls. Strauss is sometimes burdened with cornpone
dialogue but vividly emerges as the strong yet gentle
father. Smart initially seems to overplay her stern
maternal role but gradually adds layers to her portrayal
as the loving parent who only wanted to spare her young

son the inevitable heartache he would one day face.
The story line moves along briskly and the featured

players, namely the Forresters, flesh out this story of rural |

hard times.

Young children may find the huge bear frightening or be
upset by shots of several injured or slain animals.

What stands out, however, is the beautiful relation-
ships within the Baxter family. That, and the hard-won
lessons Jody learns in becoming a man, make “The
Yearling” quality family fare.

TV Programs of Note
Tuesday, April 26, 89 pm. (CBS and Fox) “Kids Killing
Kids.” Hosted by actor Malcolm-Jamal Warner, this program
being rebroadcast on CBS and Fox explores the growing
proble
outcomes of situations when teens get guns.
Tuesday, April 26, 8-10 p.m. (NBC) “The Dreamer of Oz:

'm of zuns in the hands of youngsters and the tragic |

The L. Frank Baum Story.” This rebroadcast focuses on the life
of the man who created “The Wizard of Oz.” The program
opens with Baum’s widow, Maud (Annette O'Toole), arriving
for the 1939 Hollywood premiere of the movie “The Wizard
of 0z izing her, a reporter asks how her husband
came to write this children’s classic.

Tuesday, April 26, 10-11 pm. (PBS) “Building Hope:
Community Development in America.” The 1960s movement
to rebuild deprived neighborhoods through community
development corporations is traced and examined in current
terms to see how the goal to give residents a serse of
ownership in their own communities is working out.

Thursday, April 28, 89 p.m. (CBS) “Christy.” In this
episode called”Judgment Day,” Christy (Kellie Martin)
clashes with Dr. Ferrand (Richard Kiley), then faces her
deepest fear to help him save the gravely injured Miss Alice
(Tyne Daly).

Saturday, April 30, 1230 pm-1 p.m. (ABC) “The Magic
Flute.” Children are given a taste of classical music in the
animated production of Mozart’s opera about a magic flute.
The opera’s fairy-tale story of the battle between a brave
prince and a wicked queen will interest youngsters. Part II of
“The Magic Flute” airs on Saturday, May 7, from 12:30 p.m.
until 1 p.m.

TV Film Fare

Sunday, April 24, 8-11 p.m. (NBC) “The Sound of
Music.” Released in 1965, this film is a particularly fine
version of the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical about
the formative years of the Trapp Family Singers in
Austria between the two world wars. Its interesting story,
solid cast (headed by Julie Andrews and Christopher
Plummer), lovely music with intelligent lyrics, colorful
scenery, and pleasant fantasy will entertain the mind and
enliven the spirit. Directed by Robert Wise, the movie has
held up over the vears as refreshing family entertainment

(Check local listings to verify program dates and times. Henry
Herx is the director and Gerri Pare is on the staff of the U.S. Catholic
Conference Office for Film and Broadcasting.)
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QUESTION CORNER

Sign of the cross dates back centuries

by Fr. John Dietzen

jSome Protestant friends asked me a question I have no
idea how to answer. Where did we get the sign of the
cross?
Most other churches don’t use this prayer. In fact, they
seem to shy away from it
When did Catholics start it? (Texas)

Tracing the cross on one’s forehead or body already was
a common accompaniment to prayer in very early Chris-
tian centuries.

Signing of the forehead came first,
later signing of the breast, and after
that (about the eighth century) signing
of the lips. Touching the head, breast
and shoulders as we do now came into
public use about the 10th century

the fifth and sixth centuries, during
the great heresies denying either the
humanity or divinity of Christ, Christians
of the Eastern churches began making the
sign of the cross with three fingers, as they
usually still do.

That symbol, of course, professed belief in the three
persons of the Trinity and the two natures in Christ. Most of
us have probably seen works of art with our Lord or one of the
saints blessing in this way, with the thumb and two fingers

In Western churches, the words with which we are
familiar, “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit,” have accompanied the sign of the cross.

In the East, Christians also accompany the sign with
the Trisagion, “O holy God, holy strong one, holy
immortal one, have mercy on us.”

S0 as you can see, the sign of the cross is a very old
form of Christian prayer and profession of faith in our
Lord and in the Trinity.

Crossing our forehead, lips and breast continues today,
incidentally, before the Gospel is proclaimed at Mass.

While the sign of the cross is usually identified with
Catholics, it does occur often in the liturgies of many Lutheran,
Anglican, and some other rituals.

I'm not sure why certain denominations have
discontinued the tradition

FAMILY TALK
Teach children about
charity at an early age

by Dr. James and Mary Kenny

Dear Mary: [ want my children to be generous in giving to
charity, but I don’t know the best way to teach them. | have
heard of requiring children to tithe—to give 10 percent of their
allowance to chanty—but | wonder if this is effective in the
long run. (Massachusetts)

Answer: There are problems with forced giving from a
child’s allowance. First, if giving is required, it is not giving
Furthermore, if an allowance cannot be used at the owner’s
discretion, it is not an allowance.

When giving is required, a child might link giving to
charity with all the other onerous things adults make you
do. Growing up represents the chance to get rid of these
distasteful obligations and to free yourself from the
demands of authority. Giving becomes a childhood rule
which is discarded in adulthood

When attempting to teach any virtue to children, we
must respect certain facts. First, any behavior we wish to
encourage must be appropriate to the child’s develop-
mental level. If the child is too young to understand a
behavior, she might imitate it but cannot integrate it

Second, short-term effects do not always last. Ask any
parents who have insisted upon regular church atten-
dance all through childhood only to find that their young
adult children are unchurched.

As with so many things in parenting, example is foremost.
Children who are raised in a generous, giving household are
apt to become generous givers. Beyond this truth there are
specific actions you might take to make giving attractive and
meaningful to your children.

Young children are develop y unable to understand
the needs of others. However, preschool children can observe
your generosity, imitate your actions, and respond to the
pleasure you and the recipient show at their generous giving.

For school-age children through teens, look for opportuni-
ties where the need is personal and evident. Community
charities provide opportunities to observe needs firsthand
When giving is done close to home, time and effort as well as
money can be donated to help others

Find ways to make the giving personal and to make giving
a family project. Be careful to encourage but not force children
to take part in these projects.

(Address questions on family lromg and child care to the Kennys,
219 W. Harrison, Rensselaer, Ind. 47978)

1934 by Catholic News Service

My grandson hopes to marry a fine Protestant girl, but
she has been married before. The priest told them that
she Would need to apply for an annuiment.
I don’t understand this. Why would a person who is
not Catholic need an annulment to be married in our
church? (Wisconsin)

I'm going to assume you know what an annulment is. If

, your real question seems to come to this: If Catholics

don't recognize non-Catholic marriages, what's the big prob-
lem if your grandson’s fiancee was previously married?

The problem is that the Catholic Church quite certainly
does recognize non-Catholic marriages.

If parish experience and my own mail are any criteria, an
incredible number of Catholics and people of other faiths
remain confused about this Catholic belief.

Catholics themselves, of course, must say their vows
before a priest, deacon or bishop to be validly married in
the eyes of the church.

Apart from that, it is safe to say that generally if two people
are free and able to marry, the church recognizes their union
as a full, divinely established, permanent marriage.

Thus, if two Hindus marry before a temple official, or
two Presbyterians marry before their minister or a judge,
Catholic belief is that they have a true, authentic marriage
before God.

Furthermore, if the two Presbyterians are baptized, we
believe (and Catholic marriage laws assume this) that

they receive the sacrament of marriage, just as much as
two Catholics married at Mass

Most Christians, in fact, believe there is something
special about the marriage of two baptized people, even
if they don’t call it a sacrament

Ignorance of this belief, or failure to heed it, can cause a
great deal of hurt, if not spiritual damage.

It is not at all uncommon for a Catholic to come to us,
intending marriage with a divorced person of another faith,
with the remark, “She was married before, Father, but it didn’t
count because she’s not Catholic.”

They are devastated when they discover it does count
a whole lot, and the previous marriage must be dealt with
betore they can be married in the Catholic Church.

If your grandson is serious about his faith, tell him to get
moving with his priest’s guidance right away.

Whenever a couple wish to marry in the Catholic
Church, a previous marriage by either party is a red flag.
They shouldn't proceed, and particularly should not set a
date, until they learn what may need to be done for that
wedding to happen

(A free brochure on confession without serious sin and other
questions about the sacrament of penance is available by sending a
stamped and self-addressed envelope to Father John Dietzen, 704 N,
Main St., Bloomington, Iil. 61701.)

(Questions for this column should be sent to Father Dietzen at
the same address.)

© 1994 by Catholic News Service
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Refrigerators, Gas Stoves,
Washers
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Furniture & Bedding.
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FOR FREE PICK-UP, CALL

687-1006

Marriage Retreat Cruise
Join Father Eder Aboard the
S/S Norway in the Caribbean

Sept. 24-31, 1994

From $1143 P.P.

(Plus Port Charges)
Air Included

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION | -

CALL
GEIST TRAVEL 57777

HIOURS: Monday-Frday 1-800-367-5410

830AM-500PM

To the members of St. Malachy, St. Susanna,
and Mary Queen of Peace Parishes:
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% Member and former Parish Council Member, Mary Queen of Peace parish, Danville

* CCD Teacher

* Former Board member and officer, Catholic Social Services

* Right to Life
* Trial lawyer
* Sound Manager

* Fiscally responsible

Authorized and paid for by the Pat for Prosecutor C

ce, Ronald K. Chairman, and

presented with the approval of Patricia Baldwin, Republican Candidate for Hendricks County Prosecutor.
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TeActive List

The Criterion welcomes announcements for The Active List of |

parish and church-related activities open to the public. Please keep
them brief, listing event, sponsor, date, time and location. No

‘announcements will be taken by telephone. No pictures, please. Notices

must be in our offices by 10 am. Monday the week of

bicato |

Hand deliver or mail to: The Criterion, The Active List, 1400 N. |

Meridian St., P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, Ind., 46206.

April 22
The Crisis Pregnancy Center of
Indianapolis located at 2105 N.
Meridian St., Suite 104, will hold
its seventh annual support ban-
quet “Decade of Celebrating
Tiie at 7 pm. in the Sagamore
Ballroom of the Indiana Conven-
tion Center. Gary Bauer, president
of the Family Research Institute,
will speak. Tickets are $30 each
For more information, call 317-
925-KIDS.
Wt
The Ave Maria Guild will have a
Rummage Sale from 8:30 am. to
:30 p.m. in St. Paul Hermitage,
501 N. 17th Ave, Beech Grove.
www
The Beech Grove Benedictine
Center will hold a golf scramble.
Call Dave at 317-787-6747 for
more information.
www
Holy Rosary Church, 520 Stevens
present Ann Rush,
aCatholic Lay Evangelist member
of Chartie s Good News
Ministry, from 7.9 p.m. For more
i z call the Office of
Evangelization at 317-236-1489.

- 287

St. Lawrence, 46th and Shade-
land Ave., will hold adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament in the
chapel from 7 am. to 530 pm
Everyone is welcome.

-3-2 -1

Positively Singles will go bowling
from 7-9 pm. at Action Bowl
Duck Pin Bowling, 325 5. College
Ave. Dinner following. For more
information, call Jim Scott at
317-726-0863

=284

Holy Angels Parish will have its
Spring Matinee at Seville's Night
Club at 71st and Michigan Rd.
Txuumsn«mem For
more information, call
Young at 317-253-8819 or Harnld
Brown at 317-293-6000.

April 23
“We are Families Too . . Taking a
Look at How We Fit,” will be the
topic of a half-day workshop held
at the Archbishop O'Meara
Catholic Center, 1400 N. Meridian
St. The workshop will look at
separated or divorced families.

‘ ren. For more information, call

The program begins at 10 a.m. The

entire family is encouraged to |
attend. Entertainment for child-

Maniyn Hess at 317-236-

Mt St. Francis Retreat Center will
hold a spirituality day entitled,
“Cherishing Our Body-Temple,”
with Sister of Mercy Marianne
Longo. Cost s $25, includes lunch
and materials. Call 812.923-8817
for more information

-8 8

St. Joan of Arc Parish, 4217 Cen-
tral Ave., will hold a spring re-
newal day from 2-5.15 pm. in
the parish center. For more in-
formation, call Sister Sue at 317-
283-5508.

2-8-2-4
A pro-life rosary will be prayed at
9:30 a.m. at the Clinic for Women,
Ritter Plaza, 21st and Ritter Ave.

- 8-2-1

The Catholic Alumni Club of
Indianapolis will meet for the
movies at Cinemark Theatres, S.
US. 31 and Stop 13 Rds, at 630
p-m. For more information, call
Mary at 317-255-3841.

2-2-8-4

The Brown County Christian
Singles will have dinner and a
night hike in the Brown County
State Park tonight. Meet at the
Abe Martin Lodge at6 p.m. in the
downstairs lobby. Be sure to bring
warm clothing and a flashlight.

Archdiocesan
Day of Prayer
and Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage to Washington, D.C.

For more <all Darla
at §12-988-2570

Little Flower Ladies Club will
hold a spring dinner dance from
630 pm. to 12 am. $I5 per

erson. For more information, call
Catherine Dangler at 317-3%-
4220

-85

Holy Trinity Parish will hold
Arm Chair Horse Races after the
530 pm. Mass

Holy Spirit Parish religious edu-
cation department will hold the |
3rd annual garage sale from 8a.m
to1p.m. in the parking lot behind
the church, 7243 East 10th St
Goods include  clothing and
household items

o
St. Michael Home School Associa:
30th St.

tion, 3352 W. 30t spo
a giant garage sale from 8 am. to
1 pm call Judy Barmann at
317-291-7732 for more details.

April 23-24

St. Meinrad School of Theology
will host a live-in weekend for
men who are thinking about
priesthood. The weekend begins
at 10 am. on Saturday and ends
at 12 pm. on Sunday. All food
and lodging is free. Space is
limited and travel grants are
available. For more information,
call 800-752-9384.

April 24

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 10
West 61st St, will hold an Arts
Fair beginning at 3 p.m. “Drums
of West Africa” is an ensemble
offering the drama of a ancient
culture.“The Reluctant Dragon”
features Will Gould, actor and
puppeteer. For more informa-
tion, call Frank Boles at 317-253-
1277 or 317-259-4682.

-84 4

The World Day of Prayer for
Vocations will be held today at
he following locations and
mes: St Luke; St Anthony and
witte Flower, all in Indianapolis
St. Barnabas, Indi-
, 3.5 pm; St_Anthony,
Morris, 9:30 am. to 5:30 p.m,; St
Gabriel, Connersville, 2-3 pm.;
St. Mary, New Alban m,;
St. Charles, Bloomington, 4-5
p.m. St. Rose, Franklin, 1-2

sary group of St. Bridget Parish,
Indianapolis will meet at 10 a.m

mation classes. At 2 p.m., forma-
tion classes for new members
will be held, followed by a bene-
diction and service at 3 pm. A
business and counsel meeting
will follow. For more informa-
tion, call 317-637-7309.
www

The Catholic Widowed ani-
zation will hold a birthday party
at Wellington Green Club
House. Cost is $5.

b-2-24

St. Paul, Sellersburg, will meet for
prayer, praise and sharing from
7-815 p.m. in the church. Every-
one is welcome. For more infor-
mation, call the parish office.
ww
St. Lawrence, 46th and Shade-
land Ave., will hold adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament in the
chapel from 1-5 p.m. Everyone
is welcome.
R-5-2-

The Catholic Alumni Club of
Indianapolis will go to Eagle
Creek Park for kite flying. Meet at
Waffle House at W. S6th St. and
Georgetown Road at 11 am for

For more  information,
call MMV at 317-255-3841.

W

St. John Church, 126 W.
St, as part of its “Music at St.
John,"” series, will present pianist
John Gates at 3 pm. All concerts
are free and open to the public.

b-8-2-4
Knights of St. John, 31, Greens-
burg, will hold its annual Spri
Festival with chicken dinner
served from 1030 am. to 4 pm.
Adults, $5; children 4-12, $3. For
more information, call Don at
812-663-354

www
Brebeuf Preparatory School, 2801
W. 86th St., will hold “FamilyFest
94" from 10 am. to 4 pm.
Programs for adults and children.
Mass follows program. Bring a
icnic lunch. For more informa-
tion, call 317-845-9133.

wuw
St. Joan of Arc Sehowl, 500 E.
42nd St., wil hahd an open
house to intredese parents to
the school and have a pre-regis-
tration for all grade levels. The
open house will be from 1-3
p.m. Before and after school care
s available for students and
working parents. For more in-
formation, call 317-283-1518.

"W
(continued on page 17)

pm St Paul Tel ity 23pm will present the musical, « antom,”
t Is I m AT e taue /o 0 pid b‘\y Manury Yeaston and Arthur Kopit
Allnlls » SR on Aym( 21,22, 23, and 24 at 7:30 pm.
The Father Bernard Strange ro- in l céoo 's anditorium.

Reserved tickets are $7.00,

Cathedral Hig‘; school Dmma Department

please call 317-542-1481 for more

August 13-18, 1994 ez nformation, Tickets can
The Secular Franciscans will chased at the doo ' $
at the invitation of meet in Sacred Heart Parish [ PH"EPased at the door for $5.00.

Chapel, 1530 Union St., begin-
ning at 1 pm. with ongoing for-

5225 East s6th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46226

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein

Reach Your Fund Raising Goals Quickly!
Earn 52% Profit On Our $1.00 Candy Bar
Or 55% On Ovur $2.00 Candy Bar

(octuel condy ber wrapper belew)
Your Fund B i l

Artwork by Indiana Artist Kathryn Weller

» !&
Fund Raising Consultants for Schools,

Here!
Churches & Community Organizations

.., Mount Saint Francis .
Retreat Center A

(located in beautiful Southern Iindiana, on Highway 150 West, minutes from 1-64 and Louisville)

Cherishing Our Body-Temple:
An embodied spirituality day
April 23, 1994
Registration: 9:30 a.m. Program: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $25.00 (includes lunch and materials)

Serenity Retreat
“Back to the basics” (A.A. oriented)
May 6-8, 1994
’ Fr. Fintan - presenter

$1.00 OFF ANY REGULAR FOOTLONG
SUB OR 50¢ OFF ANY REGULAR

st : " SUB McGinley & Associates
Cost: $75.00 (resident) $50.00 (commuter) ek $1.00)66f any regiala mistlong, 805 ot ny Sehe N),’rammn Suite13
regular 6" sub. 4 2

Indianapolis, IN 46220-3551
Office (317) 726-0583
(800) 277-7210

PLEASE NOTE: All times are Eastern Daylight Time.

Limit one coupon per customer per visit. This
offer is not good in combination with any other
r. Good only at participating stores. Offer

McGinley & Associates
726-0583

s FOR MORE INFORMATION & A COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF RETREATS:
CALL: (812) 923-8817 OR WRITE: Director of Retreats;

\
>
l Mount Saint Francis Retreat Center
D

101 St. Anthony Drive, Mount Saint Francis, Indiana 47146
Mount Saint Francis Retreat Center is an apostolate of the Conventual Franciscans
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Our Lady of l’wrsﬂual Help, New
Albany will hold Theology Night
gner Hall. The topic
“Pasih Life: A Comptas
nity of Disci scipls,
Providence Sister Marie Kevin |
Tighe. Meeting begins at 530 p.m
Call Tom Yost at 812-948-0185 for
more information.

2.2 -3

Rt Pius CCW, Troy will hold |

Dogwood Sunday events from 10
am

tancing and church clock tours
will be available. For more infor-
nation call Carol Cronin at
812-547-5371 or

St. Anthony Youth Group will
sponsor a Euchre Party at 379 N
Warman in Ryan Hall at 230
pm. Cost is $3.

2-8-2-4

Yhe Golden Age Club will meet at
2 p.m. at the Archbishop O'Meara
Catholic Center, 1400 N. Meridian
St. New members always wel-
come. For more information, call
317-872-6047.

April 25
hildren of Divorce program
1rom 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Archbi-
shop O'Meara Catholic Center,
1400 N. Meridian St, room 217.
For more information, call Sue
B Sandefur or Mary Anne Schaefer
1t 317-236-1500
www
Fatima Retreat House will present
a leisure day retreat, “Blessed are
those who are persecuted,” wi 1
Father James Farrell, at
Sacred Heart, Jeffersonville. For
more information, call Fatima at
317-545-7681.

April 26
The HIV. skills class will be
held at pm. at St Paul

iscopal Church, 11 W. 61st .
e Do ot ter is a sponsor of
this class for loved ones, family

reented by |

to 3 pm Chicken and |
Dumpling Dinners, country line |

from 78 pm. in the church
Everyone is welome. Call 317-

‘ 1763 for more information.
i el
| Parenting using S.T.C P. for
early childhood trom 7-9:30 p.m.
at Our Lady of the Greenw.od,
‘ 335 5. Meridian St. For more 1
formation, call Judy Koch at 317-
| 885-2861

! April 28
| St. Lawrence, 46th and Shade-
land Ave,, will hold adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament in the
chapel from 7 am to 530 pm
Everyone is welcome.

| A pro-life rosary will be prayed |

| at 10 am. in front of Affiliated
Women's Services, Inc, 2215
Distributors Drive. Everyone is
welcome

April 29
Children of Divorce program
from 6:30-830 pm.at St Paul
Episcopal Church, 10 W. 61st St,,
in the North Building, room 202
Contact Donna Olsen at 317-253-
1277

wh

Little Flower Ladies Club will
hold its spring luncheon and card
in the Little Flower Social
ll, 13th and Bosart. Luncheon
cost is $4 and begins at 11:30 a.m.
For more information, call Clara

at 317-356-5058.

| St

April 29-May 1 | or 317-269-1877 during the day
R for reservations

The Sisters of St Francis in

Oldenburg will hold a Marnage

Encounter Weekend. For more

information, call Dave or Mary

Timmerman at 317-897-2052

St Lawrence, 46th and Shade-
land Ave

chapel from 15 pm_ Everyone
April 30 is welcome
Mary PTA. Spring Craft
Bazaar will be held from 8 am to
2 pm. 2t St Mary School gym,
Rushville

St Paul, Sellersburg, will meet for
praver d sharing from
T515 pm in the church. Every
one is welcome. For more infor-
mation, call the parish office

St. Rita Drill Team will sponsor a
spring camnival from 11 am. to 7
p-m.in the school gym located at
1733 Dr. Andrew Brown Ave.

The Father Bernard Strang:
sary group of St. Bridget T
Indianapolis, will meet at 10

3-8

A pro-life rosary will be praved at |

m.at the Clinic for Women, | & 3
Ritter Plaza, 21st and Ritter Ave. | >ty 3 part of its “Music at 5t
| John," series, will present or

% | ganist Kristin Lensch at 3
All concerts are free and open to
the public

St. Chnstopher School will hold
its second annual Walk-a-thon at
10 am. Registration will begin at
9:30 am. in the parish parking lot
at 16th St ynhurst in

way. Proceeds will be used
1o purchase the IBM “Writi
Wnite ram.” For more infor-
mation, call Phil or Teri Carson at
317-291-0662

Bingos
MONDAY: Our Lady of Lourdes,
630 pm; St James, 530 £
TUESDAY: St Michael, 6
Malachy, Brownsbus
Msgr. Sheridan K & Cotmel
6138, Johnson Co., 7 p.m.; St. Pius
X Knights of Columbus Council

3433, 6 pm._WEDNESDAY: St
May1 Anthony, 630 pm; K of C
Positively Singles will go | Council 437, 1305 N. Delaware, 5

country line dancing at Little Bit
of Texas. Call Cheryl Wright at
317-578-4254 during the evening

pm. THURSDAY: St. Catherine,
530 pm.; Holy Family K of C,
American Legion Post 500, 1926

will hold adoration of |
the Blessed Sacrament in the |

St. John Church, 126 W. Georgia |

Prayer of Application
to the Holy Spirit:

You who solve ail problems. vou who
light all roads so that | may atiain my
goal. you who give me the divine gift
10 forgive and 1o forger all evil
against me. | want this short prayer
10 thank you for all things and 1o con.
Sirm once again that 1 never want 1o
be separated from you even in spite of
all material illusions. 1 wish to be
with you in eternal glory. Thank you
for your mercy towards me and mine.

ind friends of HIV-infected per- -S.Y.B.
<ons. For more i and
registration, call Judy Lowery at
the Visi Nurse Service at | | First Communion
317-236-0445, ext. 106.

PO DRESSES

Marian College will host its final
spring mature living seminar
from 10a.m. to 2 p.m. This week’s
topic s “Best Ways and Economi.
cal Ways to Travel in Europe and
USA," ‘presented by Rev. Joseph
W. Dooley, a political science

lecturer. more information,

call Franciscan Sister Miriam

Clare Heskamp at 317-929-0353.
221

he prayergroup of . Lawrerc,
6944 E. 46th St. at Shadeland Ave.,
will meet at 730 pm. in the
chapel. All are welcome. For more
information, call 317-546-4065 or
317-842-8805.
o

St. Anthony, Clarksville, will hold
scripture study classes from 1-3
p.m. in the parish office building
For more information, call Loy
Purcell at 812-282-9143
T
St Mary Chapel, 317 N. New
Jersey St., will pray a devotion to
Jesus and the Blessed Mother
from 78 pm. For more informa-
tion, call 317-786-7517
b-8-8

Lunch-time parenting classes
from 12-1 p.m. at the Archbi-
shop O'Meara Catholic Center,
1400 N. Meridian St., room 206
bring a brown bag lunch. For
more information, call Sue
Sandefur or Mary Anne
Schaefer at 317-236-1500

April 27
St. Michael Parish, Bradford, will
hold a dessert card party at 7:30
pm. sponsored by the Parish
Service Group.

The Catholic Alumni Club of In-
dianapolis will gather at China
Buffet at 8101 E. Washington St
Call Anna Marie at 317-784-3313

for reservations or information

by Sunday

St Roch, 3600 S. Pennsylvan
will hold a Fa
Hour with rosary and Benediction

& VEILS

Prayer Books

Black & White ...trom $3.95
Rosaries

Black & White . from $3.00

First Communion Necklaces
Charms, Statues, Plaques,
Cards, Music Boxes, lavi-
tations and Napkins

Open:
Monday-Friday
9:30 to 5:30
Saturday
9:30 to 5:00

Parking South of Store

Krieg Bros.

1 Catholic Supply House
— Established 1

| (2 blocks South

SAINT FRANCIS COLLEGE

of Fort Wayne, Indiana
presents

The John Williams
BIG MAN and Fundamentals Basketball C

BIG MAN Camps
June 12-15
(Boys grades 9-12)
June 16-19
(Girls grades 9-12)
Each Camp is limited
to 60 campers

amp

Fundamentals
Day Camps:
June 20-24
(Grades 9-12)

June 27-July 1
(Grades 4-8)

Morning - Girls

Afternoon - Boys

Coach John Williams
16 years camp experience

Call (219) 434-3243 for more information

| Georgetown Rd, 630 pm:
FRIDAY: St. Christophe s;‘m |
way. 6:30 pm ; Holy Name

| Grove, 530 pm N\TLRD-\Y n

of C Council 437, 1 N. Dela-
ware, 430 pm. SUNDAY: St
Ambrose,
| High School, 6 pm

Seymour, 4 pm; Ritter

ULS. church had more than
1 160,000 converts in 1993

WASHINGTON (CNS)

Converts to Catholicism in the

United States numbered more than 160,000 last year,

according to the 1994 Official Catholic Directory

| The total number of Catholics in the country rose to
59,858,042 by the start of 1994, about 640,000 more than a

| vear before

Catholics continue to form about 23 percent of

the total U.S. population, making them the largest religious

| body in the country

The number of priests declined about 1.3 percent last year to

50,229, Also dropping was the total number of seminarians,

which went from 5,891 to 5,726.

TRI-COUNTY ASPHALT
Serving Indiana Since 1948
— FREE ESTIMATES —

« RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAYS « SEALCOATING
Discounts for senior citizens and non-profit organizations
LICENSED & BONDED BY THE CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS
ca: 317-849-9901

317-356-1334
317-862-2967

7 70%

interest guaranteed 15t year.

NO FEES! NO SALES CHARGES!

The sensible alternative to volatile stocks and bonds.
Also available for IRAs and other qualified plans!

Call now for more information!

(317) 359-9621

Ask for Jim Sorg or Dianna Phelps

SORG/EHRMAN
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
1709 N. Shadeland Ave. Indianapolis, IN 46219

Issued by American Investors L . An "A" (excelient) rated
8 biltion.

company with assets of $1.8

PXXEYY ecccccce

WESTLANE BINGO

2720 Westlane Road

BEECH GROVE
BENEDICTINE CENTER

1402 SOUTHERN AVENUE « BEECH GROVE, IN 46107

G

(71st & Michigan Road)
317-290-9971
Sponsored by: Council of Citizens
with Low Vision International

“Mary of Nazareth -
Companion of the Faithful”
with Mary Catherine Keene, SP
Saturday, May 7, 1994
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Join us for a fresh and contemporary
experience of Mary, beloved of God,
mother of Jesus, first disciple, companion
and model for faithful christians.

—— Summer Retreats

Wholistic Directed Retreat
with the Benedictine Center Retreat team
June 19-25, 1994

Spirituality of Community
A Conference Retreat with Fr. Keith Hosey

UM Cio) June 19-25, 1994
19S. Street
| | Indianapolis, IN 46225
317-638-3416 Contact The Director of Programs at

1-800-428-3767

(317) 788-7581 for information or to register. |

|
|
|

License #94B174442202-01
PLAYING EVERY

.
: SATURDAY & SUNDAY
. Saturday Sunday

® Doors Open 5p.m. 1p.m.

+ Warm-ups 6 p.m. 2p.m.

o Regular games 7 p.m. 3p.m.

.

.

.

ADMISSION PACKAGES $10, $15 & $20
All include 10 regular games plus
Early Jackpot, Bonanza and Super Jackpot
Additional 18 cards for regular
games only $3

REGULAR GAMES PAY $100-$300
Depending on Admission Package

$1000 SUPER JACKPOT COVERALL
$500 EARLY JACKPOT COVERALL
$250 BONANZA COVERALL

GUARANTEED $6000 PAYOUT
FOR EVERY SESSION
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Vow»g Adult News/Views

Marymount memorializes two
slain students for their kindness

By R.W. Dellinger
Catholic News Service

LOS ANGELES—At an April 6 Mass on a grassy slope
overlooking the foggy Pacific Ocean, 300 Marymount
College students tried to bring to a close a modern-day
tragedy of random urban violence with international
ramifications that disrupted the suburban Catholic
campus.

The students celebrated not only the memory of
Takuma Ito and Go Matsuura, who were killed in a
March 25 car-jacking at a shopping center, but the new
eternal life of the two 19-year-old students.

The shooting deaths stirred international diplomatic
waters, as Japanese citizens voiced their outrage at the
routine violence in the United States. Matsuura was born
of Japanese parents in the United States but reared in
Japan, and Ito was a Japanese citizen

““We are only too painfully aware of the tragedy of the
deaths of our brothers Go and Tak,” said Father Sean
Cronin, who celebrated the outdoor liturgy. “That is all
behind us. And the emphasis today is how they are now.
Because they are home with God in heaven. And so you
and I come to celebrate this event.”

The college chaplain and professor of world religions
told the students they were all “celebrants” that day.
Death is not the end, but the beginning of life with God,
he reminded them.

Among the world’s great religions, Buddhism,
Judaism and Christianity “there is the idea of spiritual
merit—of spiritual gift-giving—that transcends death,”
Father Cronin said

“In other words, yes, I can help the living, but I can
also help the dead. I can give you spiritual gifts, I can give
you the gift of prayer. | can give you the gift of the
sacrifice of the Mass. I can do penance in my life by
fasting.”

The Mass was celebrated with students facing the
ocean, seated before an altar decorated with white Easter
lilies, with the U.S., Japanese anc sapal flags catching the
spring breeze.

Professor Sandra Ross, who taught the two young men
writing in a class on English as a second language,
remembered them as ““friendly, kind and nice guys.”” She
told of meeting them last year at a campus candy
machine, which she was pounding in an effort to retrieve
her purchase.

Kauffman will sing at
Butler coffee house

Nationally-known Christian musician David Kauffman
will sing contemporary Christian songs during a coffee
house for college students and young adults at 7:30 p.m.
on April 22 at Butler University’s Holcomb Hall in
Indianapolis. The concert is free and open to the public.
For additional information, contact the archdiocesan
Office of Youth, Young Adult and Campus Ministries at
317-236-1439.

221

Two St. Mary of the Woods College faculty members were
recently awarded Lilly Endowment Faculty Open Fellowships
for the 1994-95 academic year. The awards will support Joyce
V. Cadwallader, professor of biology, and Providence Sister
Joanne Golding, professor of computer information systems,
as they pursue endeavors that might not be served by more
conventional fellowships. They were two of ten winners
selected from a field of 45 applicants from public and private
four-year colleges.

wuw

In celebration of National Dance Week, the Butler
Ballet will present one of the most famous classical
ballets, Tchaikovsky’s The Sleeping Beauty, April 22-24 at
Clowes Memorial Hall of Butler. The performances will
be held on Friday and Saturday night at 8 p.m. and on
Sunday at 2 p.m. For more information, call Butler Ballet

office at 317-283-9346. For tickets, call TeleCharge at
317-921-6444.
The St. Mary of the Woods College (SMWC) Art

Gallery will feature black and white photographs by
senior Erika Schmid for the season’s final exhibit The
exhibit is titled “Mindprints” and will be on display until
May 8 in the SMWC Art Gallery, room 132 of Hulman
Hall. The gallery is open Monday through Thursday from
10 am. to 2 pm. The ,mblu is welcome. For more
information, call 812-53

Go said, ‘Why are you fighting with the machine?
she recounted. ““It’s not a fair fight. The machine can't
fight back.’ And he was right. But then Go and Tak and a
couple of other students helped me tilt the machine so |
could get my candy bar out

John Chavez, one of Ito’s three dormitory roommates,
said the Marymount community would have a difficult
time forgetting the two, who were film tans known for
their senses of humor.

“Tak made me laugh and made other people laugh,” he
said. “Though Tak and Go stayed here for just a while with us,
I'm real sure that what they did was their best. And I'm really
sure that where they are it's a better place.”

After the Mass, another of Ito’s roommates said he
hoped the deaths of the two would sensitize people to the
horror of violence and lead to change in society.

“I'm angry because | have to be here,” Joshua
Escandon told The Tidings, Los Angeles archdiocesan
newspaper. “I didn’t come to college for this experience.
I mean, nowhere in my life would I have thought that [
would go to a school with 750 students and two people in
my ¢ d one, my Id die. 1 guess
we're pretty sheltered up here. We're so preoccupied. But
this was just unimaginable.”

SLAIN STUDENTS D—Candles,

and bouquets of flowers continue to fill the spot in a San
Pedro, Calif., grocery store parking lot where two students
from Marymount College were shot during a car-jacking
March 27. (CNS Photo by Bob Dellinger, The Tidings)

TRADITIONA!

for peace of mind

IMPRIMATUR FAMILY RECORD SIZE
PATRICK CARDINAL O'BOYLE, D.D 9% X 1% X 2%

of W

THE MOST OUTSTANDING AND PRACT]
features make this the most beautiful Bible avarlable —

OUTSTANDING INSTRUCTIONAL FEATURES INCLUDE:

« Preface to the NEW AMERICAN BIBLE

« Origin, Inspiration and History of the Bible

« A Harmony of the Gospels

« Synchronous History of the Nations.

A treasury of cross reference explanatory notes
and footnotes throughout both the Old and
New Testaments

« Words of Christ in red to facilitate reading and
understanding.

"AL BIBLE OF THE 20th C
and desired by everyone.

A major publishing achievement. The first completely American Bible translation specifically for American audiences. Produced under Catholic
auspices with active participation by fifty Biblical scholars and editors over the past twenty five years

CATHOLIC FIRESIDE EDITION

The New American Bible

CRITERION

SUBSCRIBERS
— NOW ONLY —

33495

POSTPAID

Catholic FIRESIDE Edition of
THE NEW AMERICAN BIBLE

TURY. Newly translated, newly designed and added

In the NEW AMERICAN I!LE you get these
special full color featur:

« His Holiness, The Pope and the Vatican

« Life of the Blessed Virgin and the Rosary.

« Family Register and Presentation Pages.

« Sacrifice of the Mass

« Reproductions of World-Famous Paintings

by the Oid Masters.
« Plus many other Special Features

» Encyclopedic Dictionary and Biblical Guide.

+ Gold page edges.

““The Perfect Gift, They Will Remember’’
YOUR OWN RELIGIOUS LIBRARY

TR

The Equivalent of a complete religious encyclopedia in one
master reference edition. Wit most beautiful padded bind-
ing ever placed on the Holy Scriptures.

T"70 ORDER COPIES FOR YOUR FAMILY OR AS GIFTS SEND
| YOUR CHECK OR MONEY-ORDER FOR $34 95 POSTPAID
| TO THE AD SHOWN BELO
| ALLOW 2 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
THE CRITERION
I Fireside Family Bible — cio [HE CRITERIO}
i INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206
| Enclosed please find check/money-order for $.
| to cover the cost of . FIRESIDE FAMILY BIBLES 1o be
| shiped postpad to
! NAME
| ADDRESS (2 et
|
L
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Inculturation, women, Islam
discussed at Synod on Africa

Bishops debate how church can
adopt pastoral provisions for
traditional African marriages

by John Thavis
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY—Like a

receiving the Eucharist.
In all, 115 synod fa-
thers—almost half the
total—spoke to the as-
sembly, which was presided
over by Pope John Paul II.

As expected, inculturation
became a focus of the eight—
minute talks, with Africans
and Vatican officials offering
different perspectives.

Archbishop Laurent
Monsengwo of Kisangani,
Zaire, said the church
should not be afraid of the
“destabilization” that oc-
curs when the Gospel is
woven into local cultures. It
is a sign of local conversion,
he said.

The Vatican's top evangeli-
zation official, Cardinal Jozef
Tomko, described incul-
turation as a two-way street
that must “excise” local tradi-
tions that are sinful.

“It is not the Gospel which
must yield to a negative
cultural phenomenon, but vice
versa,” he said

Cardinal Tomko indicated
the cause of some apprehen-
sion at the Vatican whm he
spoke of *| " efforts

to include polygamy,
marriage by stages and the
married priesthood under the
banner of inculturation.

““Marriage by stages” wasa
shorthand description of the
traditional approach to matri-
mony in many African coun-
tries, in which couples often
live together before complet-
ing the promise of marriage. A
Vatican canon law official,
Archbishop Vincenzo Fagiolo,
told the synod that despite
pastoral concerns, the church
cannot accept any challenge to
its teaching on the unity and
indissolubility of marriage.

But several African bish-
ops, citing a ‘“eucharistic
famine” among such couples,
asked for greater flexibility on
the question. In the most
detailed analysis of the prob-
lem, Bishop Raphael Mwana'a
Nzeki Ndingi of Nakuru,
Kenya, formally proposed that
the church recognize the valid-
ity of traditional marriage
under certain conditions. He
form a
ical ex-
perts to study the question.

In defending the African
marriage customs, the bishop

said it was hard for his people
to understand why couples
married in this way, who have
children and live faithfully,
were considered by the church
as living in public concu-
binage. He said the church’s
form of matrimony has its
origins in Roman civil mar-
riage, but “there is no concrete
form of Christian marriage in
the New Testament.” Consent
by couples can be expressed in
many different ways and con-
texts, he said.

Several bishops spoke of
the particular phghl of African
women and said the synod
should give special attention
to their situation. As Bishop
Gregory Kpiebaya of Wa,
Ghana, said, illiteracy rates are
high among women, and they
are still often accused of the
community’s worst evils, such
as witchcraft and sorcery.
Others pointed out that
women do not have equal
legal rights in areas of
marriage, religious affiliation
and inheritance.

Kenyan Bishop John Njue
of Embu told the synod that
the tendency to regard
women as inferior can aiso

| vices where

be found in the church. He |

proposed that women be
fully consulted in all church
decisions, that women be
allowed to lead Sunday ser-
there is no
priest, that competent
women teach in seminaries
and that seminarians be
“educated in the respect of
women.”

He also urged the synod to
call on African governments to
better protect women's rights.
He noted that while discrimi-
nation against women is often
blamed on native customs,
new forms of abuse and
oppression have taken root in
Africa: prostitution, mis-
tresses, abandoned mothers
and forced abortion.

Family issues were raised
by many bishops, several of
whom said the West was
partly to blame for the weak-
ening of traditional values.

Bishop Joseph Ajomo of
Lokoja, Nigeria, said a world-
wide population control
movement challenged the
church’s mission of promoting
the sanctity of life.

“This synod should appeal
to Westem nations to stop
treating Africa as a dumping
ground for the negative
aspects of Westem aiviliza-
tion,” he said.

Bishop Nicodemus Kirima
of Nyeri, Kenya, also de-
nounced population control
programs supported by the

and USS.-based organizations.
A critical appraisal of

African family life came
from Bishop Albert Kanene
Obiefuna of Awka, Nigeria,
who said ethnic and tribal
ties still determine family
cohesiveness more than
Christianity.

Africa’s dramatic political
landscape was on the synod’s
mind, particularly the recent
ethnic violence in Rwanda,
whose bishops were unable to
attend the Rome assembly.

The view of the African
political and social reality
rangzd from hopeful toapoca-
lyptic. B:shop
Sekey of Gbamga, leem,
said that after four years of

continent,
of “institutionalized lies
and complete disregard for the
sanctity of human life,
desecration and massacre, in-
justice, hatred and war.”

But Tanzanian Archbishop
Mario Mgulunde of Tabora
told the synod that Africa was
“living a very positive mo-
ment” of new social, economic
and political ideas. Many pre-
lates said !hat in the lomuﬂve

moments
Africa, the church must be an
active force but should avoid
identifying too closely with
single political parties.
To be credible, the
church’s “good news’” must
have ing to say about

The Romn Catholic Iuchdlocese of hdnmpohs is seeking
Sales

C

mmwubenspombkludevebmngmwmcwu
and providing excellent services 1o existing advertising accounts.
Requirements of this position include a bachelor's degree
in business administration or a related field, effective oral and written
communication skills, the ability to pursue goals with initiative,
and excellent record-keeping ability and office s|
Previous cxpenncc in advemsm; sales is preferred, but not required.

with sales.

and
Benefits. mclndc Iu:alm insurance and a retirement plan.

The Criterion.
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ACCOUNTS
PAYABLE CLERK

The Roman Catholic Archdiccese of Indianapelis is seeling an Acceunts Payable
Clerk for the Office of Accounting Serices. This pesition is responsible for entering
daka, pesting accounts payable, preparing summary reports, distributing checks, and

other dulies. Requirements include a general knewledge of accounting, preficiency with
spreadsheels and word precessing, excellent communicaticns and inferperscnal shill,

el reesious i periciue v bachbsepinn cd néebuning}

W Men cortplilive o pemilon ored sncelent beneft: inchiclins heslth insuranes
SRR DO P T
E4 ksakson

Director, Human Kescurces

The Archdiccese of Indianapelis

PO, Eox 141C
Indianapelis, IN 4620€

An Equal Oppertunity Emploger
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St. Martin of Tours
Martinsville, Indiana

located half-way between Indianapolis and
Bloomington, off Highway 37, is seeking an
active, enthusiastic and spiritual D.R.E.

The D.R.E. will be involved with religious
education classes from pre-school through
high school, R.C.I.A. and adult education.

Contact Office of Catholic Education for

an application.

317-236-1433

Send Resume To.

Janice M. Burger
Board of Total Catholic Education
Chair, Search Committee

3502 Louise Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46234

St. Christopher
Parish in Speedway,
Indiana, is a large,
vibrang, young
parish seeking a
high-energy D.R.E.
who is a self-starter
and able to work
independently

as well as
collaboratively!

about human suffering, said
Bishop Telesphore George
Mpundu of Mbala-Mpika,
Zambia. In evangelizing, he
said, justice and peace is-
sues cannot be presented as
“‘nonessential to our faith.”

In politics and in all aspects
of church life, the role of lay
people needs encouragement,
according to several synod
fathers, who described
African church as overly v:lcn-
calized.

The laity need to overcome
“an almost stifling sense of
inferiority and dependence”
on the clergy, said Bishop
Comelius Arap Korir of El-
doret, Kenya, Likewise, priests
“must be helped to put away
the idea that they alone (or
| even chiefly) are responsible
{ for the mission of the church,”
| he said

The synod should ex-
plore the possibility of creat-
ing lay ministries
specifically suited to Africa,
such as catechist, healing
the sick, promoting Chris-
tian marriage and aiding the
poor, he said.

Relations with Islam was
an early topic at the synod.
Bishops from predominantly
Muslim countries in North
Africa said they were worried
about the growing influence of
radical Muslim groups, but
believe the church must work
harder to keep dialogue open.

Algerian Archbishop Henri
Teissier of Algiers described
the “trial” his country is facing
with violence promoted by
militant Muslim groups. Yet
this “does not justify aban-
doning” Christian cooperation
with Muslims, especially in
social programs, he said.

Bishop Robert de Chevig-
ny of Nouakchott, Mauri-
tania, said his tiny church
community was confronting
n “Islamic tide.” He cited
incidents of torture against
two priests and a defa-
matory campaign against
the local Caritas office. But
he also denounced the ten-

dency to identify all
Muslims with Islamic
fundamentalists, who are

only a minority.
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POPE'S MESSAGE FOR DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

A close relationship exists
between family and vocations

by Pope John Paul 11

The celebration of the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations coincides, this year, with an important ecclesial
event. It is the i of the first 1 Latin
American Congress on Pastoral Care for Vocations of
special consecration on the continent of hoj

This assembly has set for itself an in-depth (ask ol

express a keen apprecuhon fof this pa:lofal mmanve,
which aims at the spiritual not only of Latin
America but of the whole church, 1 call upon everyone to
support it in common and conﬁdem prayer.

The World Day of Prayer takes place, besides, during
the International Year of the Family. This affords the
opportunity of calling attention to the close relationship
which exists between family, education and vocation, and
particularly between family and priestly and religious
vocations.

In addressing myself to Christian families, I wish thereby
mmﬁmhmizmmsﬁmufedumingﬂwyoung
generations, which are the hope and future of the church.

1. “This is a great mystery.” (Eph 5:32)

In spite of profound historical changes, the family
remains the most complete and the richest school of
humamty, in which one lives the most significant
experience of unselfish love, fidelity, mutual respect and
the defense of life. Its particular task is to protect and
hand on virtues and values, by means of the education of
the children, in such a way as to build up and promote
the good of individuals and of the community.

same responsibility involves, with greater reason, the
because its members, already consecrated
sanctified in virtue of their baptism, are called to a
particular apostolic vocation by the sacrament of matrimony
(cf. “Familiaris Consortio,”” 52, 54).

The family, to the extent to which it becomes conscious
of this singular vocation and measures up to it, becomes
a community of sanctification in which one learns to live
meekness, justice, mercy, chastity, peace, purity of heart
(cf. Eph 4:1-4; ““Familiaris Consortio,” 21). It , in
other words, what St. John Chrysostom called “the
domestic church,” that is, a place in which Jesus Christ
lives and works for the salvation of men and for the
growth of the kingdom of God. The members of the
family, called to faith and to eternal life, are “sharers in

hearts of the young generations, develop in such a
climate?

The strength and stability of the fabric of the Christian
family represent the primary condition for the growth and
maturation of sacred vocations, and they constitute the most
pertinent response to the crisis of vocations. As | wrote in the
exhortation “Famuliaris Consortio”: “Every local church and in
more particular terms, every parochial community must
become more vividly aware of the grace and responsibility
that it receives from the Lord, so that it might promote the
pastoral care of the family. No plan for organized pastoral
work at any level must ever fail to take into consideration the
pastoral area of the family” (70).

3. “Ask the master of the harvest, therefore, to send out la-
borers for this harvest.” (Mt 9:38)

The pastoral care of vocations finds its first and natural

seiting in the family. Indeed, parents should know how to

welcome as a grace the gnﬂ which God gn es them in

religious men and women, missionaries and committed
laity concern themselves with the family and intensify the
forms of dialogue and of a common seeking to live the
Gospel, the family will be enriched with those values
which will help it to be the first “seminary”” of vocations
and of consecrated life.

Let priests, diocesan and religious, take to the
problems of family life, so that, by means of the
proclamation of the Gospel, they might give light to
Christian spouses about their peculiar responsibilities,
and thus the parents, well formed in the faith, will be able
to guide their sons and daughters who might be called to
give themselves unreservedly to God.

Let all consecrated persons, who are particularly close
to and accepted by families because of their apostolic
service in schools, hospitals, institutions of assistance and

parishes offer joyful witness of their total gift to Christ.
Lel them, with their lives lived according to the vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience, be a sign of and call to
eternal values for Christian spouses.

Let the parish community sense itself responsibile for this

| mission to the family and support it with long-term projects,

without being too concemed about immediate results.

I entrust to committed Christians, catechists and young
couples the task of catechesis in the family. With their

| generous and faithful service they will help children to have

their first taste of a religious and ecclesial experience.
My thought goes in a special way towards my

calling one of their sons or to the or
religious life. Such a grace must be asked for in prayer
and wsveived actively, by means of an education which
allows the young people to perceive all the richness and
joy of consecrating oneself to God.

Parents who welcome the call of a son or daughter to |

a special consecration for the kingdom of heaven with a
sense of gratitude and joy, receive a special sign of the
spiritual fruitfulness of their union, as they see it enriched
by the experience of love lived out in celibacy and
virginity.

These parents discover with amazement that the gift of
their love is, as it were, multiplied, thanks to the sacred

vocation of their children, beyond the limited dimensions |

of human love.

To bring families to the awareness of this important aspect
D“hnrmlsslonrqulrﬂpasbnladwﬂymnaiatlmdm
wousesmdparmtstobe"mmsssmdm-opeumof&\e

fruitfulness of mother church, as a sign of, and a share in that
love with which Christ loved his bride and gave himself for
her” (“Lumen Gentium,” 41).

The family is the natural “nursery” of vocations. Pastoral
care of the family, therefore, should direct a very special
attention to the properly vocational aspect of its task.

4. “/Let the one who has responsibility in the community
show care and diligence.” (Rom 12:8)

Walking together, following Christ, towards the Father
is the most appropriate vocational program. If priests,

bmthen in the epucopaae, as the ones first
ible for the and I
recommend that they make every eifort to see to it that
the pastoral care of vocations be systematically joined
with that of the family.

Let us pray,

o de Family of Nazareth, community of love of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph, model and ideal of every Christian family,
to you we entrust our families.

Open the heart of every family to the faith, to welcoming
the word of God, to Christian witness, so that it become a
source of new and holy vocations.

Touch the hearts of parents, so that with prompt charity,
wise care, and loving devotion they be for their sons and
daughters sure guides towards spiritual and eternal values.

Stir up the hearts of young people a nd\lcmm.ﬂl
free will, so that growing in “wisdom, age and grace,” they
might welcome wmﬁyhgmuladnvmvmm

Holy Family of Nazareth,
contemplating “and imitating assiduous prayer,

enerous obedience, dignified poverty and virginal purit

ived out in your midst, might set about fulfilling the wil
of God and accompanying with far-sighted sensitivity
those among us who are called to follow more closel lhe
Lord Jesus, who ““has given himself for us” (cf. Gal

Amen!

Given at the Vatican, 26 December, Feast of the Holy
Family, in the year 1993, the 16th of my pontificate.

&r:m that all of us,

the divine nature” (2 Pt 1:4), they are at the
table of the Word of God and of the sacraments, and they
express themselves in that evangelical way of thinking
and acting which opens them up to a life of holiness on
earth and of eternal happiness in heaven (cf. Eph 1:4-5).

Christian parents, demonstrating a loving care for their
children from their earliest years, communicate to them,
by word and example, a sincere and lived-out relation-
ship with God, made up of love, fidelity, prayer and
obedience (cf. ““Lumen Gentium,” 35; “‘Apostolicam
Actuositatem,” 11). In this way, parents encourage the
holiness of their children and render their hearts docile to
the voice of the Good Shepherd, who calls everyone to
follow him and to seek first the kingdom of God.

In the light of this horizon of divine grace and human
responsibility, the family can be considered a “garden” or a
“first seminary” in which the seeds of vocation, which God
sows generously, are able to blossom and grow to full
maturity (cf. “Optatam Totius,” 2).

2. “Do not conform yourself to this age.” (Rom 12:2)

The task of Christian parents is as important as it is
sensitive, because they are called to prepare, cultivate and
protect the vocations which God stirs up in their family. They
must, therefore, enrich themselves and their family with
spiritual and moral values, such as a deep and convinced
religious spirit, an apostolic and ecclesial consciousness, and a
clear idea of what a vocation is.

In fact, for every family, the decisive step to be taken is that
of ing the Lord Jesus as the center and pattemn of life,
and in him and with him, becoming conscious of being the
privileged place for authentic vocational growth

The family will fulfill this task if it is constant in its
commitment and if it relies always on the grace of God. For St.
Paul declares that “God is the one who, for his good purpose,
works.. .. both the will and the deed” (Phil 2:13) and that “the
one who began a good wi will continue to complete it
until the day of Christ Jess ibid., 1:6).

But what happens when the family lets itself become
involved in consumerism, hedonism and secularism, which
upset and block the fulfillment of God’s plan?

How sad it is to learn of situations, unfortunately
numerous, of families overwhelmed by such phenomena
and of the devastating effects! This is certainly one of the
greatest concerns of the Christian community. It is above
all the families themselves who pay the price of the
widespread disorder of ideas and of moral behavior. But
the church also suffers from this, just as the entire society
feels its effects.

How can children, rendered morally orphans, without
educators and without models, grow in their esteem for
human and Christian values? How can those seeds of
\,o(,xnnn:, whlch !l\c Holy spmt umllnun to rul into l)n
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A full service catering company encompassing menu
design, theme and decor planning.
Creating menus within your budget.

For menu ideas and information,
call our event coordinator at (317) 899-6792.

We need you.
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A DIFFERENT KIND
OF NURSING HOME

When someone you love needs Nursing Home care, you
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w* ALTIMORE
TOURS BALTI

Special pilgrimage October 20
visiting Shrines of America
Call 708-941-7809 for application.

KITCHEN CABINET
LIQUIDATION SALE

We have accumulated a large inventory of custom &
stock cabinetry in solid oak, cherry, hickory & maple.
This inventory must be liquidated to make room for new
shipments and to pay our suppliers.
Now is the time to get your new dream kitchen
at the lowest possible price.
* All cabinets new & in * Free professional kitchen
factory sealed cartons and bath design
* Many styles & finishes « Total kitchen & bath renovation
* Fuil factory warranty - Free delivery
» All work guaranteed. licensed and insured

Special discounts while supplies last!

Typical 15’ ell Call now for a FREE
LAGE kitchen as low in-home estimate
as $968! (317) 925-2525

2425 Latayette Ra. Serving Indiana Since 1967

have an imp decision to make. Which facility
is best? How do you find the right place? Our advice
to you is: Don't rush your decision! Take your time.
Be selective. Ask questions and carefully compare what
each facility has to offer. Then decide.

Consider Miller's Merry Manor on the Eastside of
Indianapolis. We're a special place—a Nursing Home
you can feel good about! From the moment you enter,
you will understand why. We specialize in restorative
and rehabilitative nursing. Our are
clean, comfortable and well-appointed. The staff is
attentive, professional and competent. We're a special
place for convalescence and recuperation. Best of all,
our prices are affordable. We have adopted a flexible
pricing program that allows families to select the rate
they pay. You know you can afford the care because
you select the rate! Think about that before you place
your loved one elsewhere!

Miller’s Merry Manor on the Eastside of Indianapo-
lis—a different kind of Nursing Home

For further information and details, call or write:
Director of Admissions
2
o
Q/W 4
Merry Manor
1t’s the way we care’’

PROVIDERS OF 24 HOUR NURSING CARE
1651 N. Campbell Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46218

317-357-8040
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BOOK REVIEWS

Text glosses over difficulties

BASE COMMUNITIES, By Margaret Hebblethwaite. |
Paulist Press, (New York, 1994). 198 pp., $10.95

In a country as huge as Brazil there are only 12,000 priests,
| but there are over 80,000 base communities to bring the good

Reviewed by Msgr. Charles Dollen |

Catholic News Service

~ | news to the people. I would take that as a very healthy sign, as

her “introduction” to the subject.

Seminarians afte World War II were excited by the call to |
issued by the popes and the notion of |

“Catholic Action”

Catholic Action cells “for the apostolate of like to like.”
Joseph Cardijn was our hero with his Young Christian Workers

Against that background, the call by some in the church
for more emphasis on “base communities
of Catholics who meet for prayer and social action—make
more sense. The good news of Christ with
attention to the needs of the poor can certainly work very |
effectively through smaller communities

| : i o
In her enthusiasm for “basic ecclesial communities,” as

they are also known, she minimizes some of the difficulties
involved. She fails to find a balance between the idea of
authority as the guarantor of unity and the decentralization
that she sees as the optimum climate for spiritual growth,

She offers no real safeguards to protect the Gospel in its
purity. If base communities number in the hundreds of
thousands, who will train all those leaders, or will the blind
lead the blind? How far would she dilute the Liturgy of the
Word.

Msgr

—small groups

its special

| Acknowledging the Mass as the central act of Catholic
worship, she glosses over too quickly the relationship between
priest and base community, between parish and eucharistic
liturgies. Her overly simple solution is to ordain all those base

| community leaders, male and female, as priests.

1 But church history is full of the horrible examples of

places and times where priests were poorly trained. It was

| disastrous to the promotion of the Gospel. Remember the

replied, “Learned.”

author Margaret Hebblethwaite does in “Base Communities,” | famous saying of St. Teresa when asked if she would prefer
a priest spiritual director who was learned or holy. She
We must never repeat the mistake of
multiplying poorly trained priests (and deacons)
Hebblethwaite deserves credit for encouraging the

| potential for good in basic ecclesial communities, but she
does her subject no favor when she glosses over some very

25-p
communities.
| (Msgr. Dollen is book
| pastor in Southern California.)

| real ditficulties. One of the greatest assets of her book is the
| ge glossary of terms used by those who promote base

w0 editor of The Priest magazine and a

T Rest In Peace

Please submit in writing to our | date of death. Obituaries of
archdiocesan priests and re-
ligious sisters serving our arch-

office by 10 am. Mon. the week
of publication; be sure to state

diocese are listed elsewhere in | St Paul, Tell City, April 6 Mother
The Criterion. Order priests and | of Rev. Leonard Alvey; Irene |
brothers are included here, un- | Hildenbrand and Pauline Barton,
less they are natives of the arch- | grandmother of ten; great-grand-
diocese or have other | mother of 20, great-great-grarid-
connections to it | mother of 11

+ ALVEY, Martine L Weaver, 92, |  BIZZELL, Richard C., 41,

Four of today’s most popular translations
together for the first time in one volume

THE COMPLETE

PARALLEL BIBLE

¥

——— with the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical books ——

REVISED EN(

ISH RIBLE

This is the perfect time for
the publication of this magnificent
volume—a time when Cathy!in

Bible study is growing at an

unparalleled rate. Side by side
in easy reading format—and for
the first time ever—are the New

American Bible, which is the

official Catholic translation for the
United States; the New Revised

Standard Version, which is used
Canada;
the Revised English Bible, a highly

in Catholic churches

respected literary translation:

and the New Jerusalem Bible,

another very popular literary
Catholic translation.

Translations arranged side by
side to correspond verse to verse
as closely as possible on the page

Compare the d

TYPE SAMPLF

| Psalm 23

1A pratm of David

1
| The Lokp 1s my shepherd
there 15 nothing | lack

2In green pastures you let me graze
10 safe waters you lead me.

' you restore my strength
You guide me along the right path
for the sake of your name

‘
i
1

ent renderings of this

he leads me beside the stil! waters:
he restores my soul.”

he leads me to water where I may rest;
| he revives my ~pml

An invaluable study guide
for Catholics interested in better
understanding the different
approaches involved in Bible
translation.

An excellent resource for
Church leaders and religious
educators, for sermon or class
planning and research

A perfect gift for new Catholics.
graduates. parish or school

libraries. students. yourself!

© 3296 pp

®6%s" X 97 (2%" thick)
* Red cloth binding, silver and gold
stamping

 Burgundy honded leather binding
ribbon marker, boxed

mous phra
NAB

to safe waters you lead me;
you restore my strength.”

NIB By tranquil streams he leads me
10 restore my spirit.”

The Criterion Press, P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, IN 46206
Please send me The Complete Parallel Bible.

copy(ies) cloth (528318-X) at $49.95 each + $3.50 for shipping
__copyl(ies) bonded leather (528319-8) at $100.00 each + $3.50 for shipping

Name _ Check enclosed $ _ LS8
Address
City State ____Zip N

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

| Sacred Heart of Jesus, Jefferson-
ville, March 9. Husband of Caro-
| 1yn 1. father of Brittany D. and
| Jason S.; son of Rosemary;
I'brother of David, Lee, Tim,
Chris, Jeffrey and Kevin; grand-
son of Bertha Welsh.

+ BOREM, Albenta, 85, St. Mary,
Rushville, April 11. Mother of
Marcia A., Dennis E. and John F.;
grandmother of four; great-
grandmother of one.

+ BROWN, Paul J. Sr, 76, Holy
Spirit, Indianapolis, April 11
Husband of Thelma 1. Brown;
father of Paul ]. Brown Jr.; brother
of Albert . Brown and Ruth M.
Newhirk; grandfather of one.

+ BRUNETT, 84, Sacred
Heart, Clinton, April 6. Mother of
Lauretta Albrecht and Alvema
Micherskil; sister of John Brunett,
Frank Jarc, Ann Cruziel, Jenny
Jarc and Wilma Sagrillo.

+ COLLIER, Sheryl Lynn, 37,
Holy Angels, Indianapolis, April
7. Mother of Crysial Johnson;
grandmother of one.

rCONNOR John Michael, 85,

Mary, Indianapolis, April 8.

Bro(l'm' of Helen F. Connor;
grandfather of one.

+ COWEN, Margaret .
Augustine, Jeffersonville, Apn.l 2
Cousin of Margie Campion.

+ COWMAN, Edward C, 81, St
Augustine, Jeffersonville, April 8
Husband of Mary Catherine;
Uncle of Linda Rademaker and
James Young,

# DAEGER, Bernard J., 69, Good
Shepherd, Indianapolis, April 8
Husband of Mary Ann; father of
Paula A. Baker, Laura L. Allen,
Pamela S Brand, Michael E
Dacger and Ronald L. Dacger;
brother of Edmund, Albert,
Josephine Vogel, Bertha Haskamp
and Leona Hellmich

t DAUGHERTY, Carroll C., %),
Christ_the King, Indianapolis,
April 5 Husband of Mane M.
father of Patricia Berberick,
Thomas, Edward and Joseph
grandfather of 15, great-grand-
tather of 15

| :mu.mkn George L,

| St Vincent, Bedtord, April %
Father of Amy C.Daugherty
| brother of Wayne, David, Anna
Mae Henderson, Mary Cassidy,
| Jeanette Potf and Elizabeth Bar-
low

 DOUGLAS, Charles M., 53, 5t

| Rita, Indianapolis, April 9

| Brother of Jean Spears, Norma
Jean Macklin, Opal Hood, Louis
R and Joseph F

* DUJARDIN, Johanna C., 49.
St. Augustine, Jeffersonville,
April 4 Mother of Robert K
Strohrigl, James M. Strohrigl,
| Mark M. Strohrigl, Marcella A
| Strohrigl, Nicole M. Spriggs
| Joleen M. Dujardin and Steven
| W. Dujardin; sister of Frank
| Teutonico, James Teutonico, Mi
| chael Teutonico and Phyllis
| Teutonico; grandmother of
| eight; friend of Zachary T
Lamb
| # FLYNN, John W. “Jack,” 72, St
| Matthew, Indianapolis, April °
| Husband of Nancy Scott Flynn,
| father of Michael P, John S,
Thomas A, Patrick W., Lawrence
J., Brian |, Kevin G, Sheila M.,
Marianne C., Kathleen C. Phillips,
| Maureen A. Luedeman, Ellen J
i(.'nrm‘llu\ Mary Margaret
| McCowan and Karen E. Jefferson,
| brother of Bob, Ann Robinson and
| Jean Brosius; of 13,

+ GAGEN, Elizabeth M. King,
78, Holy Name, Beech Grove,
April 9. Mother of Joseph H. and
Donald E; sister of Harold Burton
and Agnes Clark; grandmother of
five; great-grandmother of four.

+ GILLENWATER, William T,
&4, St Augustine, Jefersonill,
March 31 Husband of

father of W. Todd and Erik S
brother of James H. and Robert ]
Gillenwater.

+ GRIFFIN, Margaret M., 95, St.
Anthony, Indianapolis, March 26.
+ HANAHAN, Rita M., 83, Little
Flower, Indianapolis, April 8.

t KLENE, lnhn J., 76, St. Mary,
Gree: April 11 Smp-mm-
of Douglas F. Flack, Robert

Flack and Wiliam C. th(,
brother of Rose Tumilty, Loretta
Brown and Catherine Collins;
grandfather of 11; great-grand-
father of three.

+ KREFFELL, Ruth E, 78,
Christopher, Speedway, April m
Sister of Frances Cook.

t KRUER, Andrew V., Sr, 59, St.

and Sherry Ott; brother of Frank,
Theodore, Alice Eickhoff and
Irene Schmelz: grandfather of 12

+ KUNTZ, Florence E. Hansing,
66, Holy Name, Beech Grove,
April 6" Mother of William A.,
David B, Joseph L., Gina N.,
Michele M. Wood, Karen |
Norris, Maryann B. Rojas, Ma-
donna S. Kidwell and Susan K.
Corsaro; sister of Josephine Got-
temoeller; grandmother of 17.

t LULEY, Richard, 72, Christ the
King, Indianapolis, April 10
Husband of Anne; father of
Timothy, Thomas and Theresa
Luley Dum; brother of Sylvia
Lucbke; grandfather of four

t MOORE, Henry, 81, Prince of
Peace, Madison, April 6.

t PHILLIPS, Paul R. “Pat,” 65, 5t
Joseph,  Shelbyville, April 10
Husband of Martha; father of
Cheryl Hasecuster and Cathy
Ann Isley; brother of William
Phillips and Evelyn O'Neal;
grandfather of five; great-grand-
father of three.

+ RAMSEY, Lillian, 79, Christ
the King, Indianapolis, April 5
Mother of Timothy Wright and
Fay Mario; sister of Al Dolan
and Agnes Dolan; grandmother
of five

t ROSEBROCK, Mary Ber-
nadette, 59, St. Rose of Lima,
Franklin, April 5 Mother of
Roberta Houdek, Edward J. and
Mary A “Dolly” Patterson;
grandmother of 21; greatgrand-
mother of 32; great-great-grand
mother of one

+ STEPROE, Mildred C., 81, Holy
Family, New Albany, Apnil 3
Mother of Sheila Brock and Jojean
Glover, sister of Mary Lous
Mathena and Wilma Goss; grand-
mother of four; great-grand-
mather of seven.

+ STILLER, Gene M., 68, 5t Mary
of the Knobs, Floyds Knobs, April
9. Husband of Mary L; father of
Robert G. and Karen A. Nolot;
brother of Odell, Kenneth,
Chester, Clarence, Rosemary
Balmer and Vonda Morgan
grandfather of two.

+ ZEILER, Vera Naomi, 88, Holy
Family, Richmond, March 31
Mother of James Zeiler
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Vatican approves altar girls

(continued from page 1)

the church. He emphasized that the decision resolves a
pastoral question, not a doctrinal one.

“It may be that one bishop says yes for pastoral reasons,
while another says no,” he said

Navarro-Valls also pointed out that the question has
no connection with the church debate over ordained
ministries. Service at the altar has a much different
canonical and doctrinal nature, he said

The Vatican's letter explained that the Pontifical Council
for the Interpretation of Legslative Texts had decided the
question in 1992 with a ruling on Canon 230 of church law
The ruling was “affirmative” regarding female altar servers

©

but said there was a need for further instructions on the mattct
by the worship and sacraments congregation.

It apparently took another 18 months to draw up the
instructions, which were included in Cardinal Javierre Ortas'
letter. They are listed in Archbishop Buechlein’s column.

U.S. bishops have been particularly eager for a clarification
of the policy on female altar servers. Several bishops raised the
issue during their ad linuna visits to the Vatican in 1993 and
were told that the question had been decided but that the
| Vatican was not yet ready to publish the decision.
| The role of lay people in liturgical ministries is governed
mainly by Canon 230 in the 1983 Code of Canon Law. It savs
that properly qualified lay men may be permanently installed
as lectors and acolytes, the technical terms used in church law

for readers and altar servers.

It also says lay persons—men or women—can act as
lectors “by temporary deputation” and “all lay persons
can fulfill the functions of commentator or cantor or other
tunctions, in accord with the norm of law.”

warrants it and when ministers are lacking, lay persons,
even if they are not lectors or acolytes, can also supply
for certain of their offices, namely, to exercise the
ministry of the word, to preside over liturgical prayers,
to confer baptism and to distribute holy Communion in
accord with the prescriptions of the law.”

Ihe three-paragraph canon has been interpreted dif-
ferently by various church lawyers. Some have said the law
does not allow use of women to serve at the altar, while others
have said it does permit it

Those opposing use of altar girls have argued that
since the provision permitting women to act as readers
makes no mention of women acting as acolytes, that
possibility is excluded. They also cite Vatican instructions
issued prior to the 1983 Code of Canon Law excluding
women from serving at the altar.

Canon lawyers and bishops making the case in Rome have
focused on the third paragraph of Canon 230 speaking of the
use of lay persons in ministries in cases of pastoral necessity.
They have argued that if women can serve as ministers of the
word and ministers of the Eucharist, it does not make sense
liturgically or pastorally to bar them from bringing the water
and wine cruets up to the priest at the altar, a lesser ministry
than reader or eucharistic minister.
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Settlement is reached in Steven Cook case

Case originally involved
Cardinal Bernardin of Chicago

by Tricia Hempel
Catholic News Service

CINCINNATI—The Archdiocese of Cincinnati and
Steven J. Cook have reached an out-of-court settlement in
Cook'’s $10 million sexual abuse lawsuit again Father Ellis
N. Harsham and the archdiocese.

Cook'’s attorneys announced April 18 that they \Aou]d
file for dismissal of the case later in the week.

l ends the th saga of a headl i
ISk et o) lafe Lot Febroary ineliced C.\rdmrﬁ
Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago as a defendant.

Cincinnati Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk confirmed that
a settlement had been reached. He held a press briefing April
18 after reports of a settlement appeared in that moming’s
editions of two Ohio daily newspapers.

Cook, 34, a graduate ofElderCaﬂ\othng?\Sd\mlm
Ci\cl\lu ﬁbdhms\ulhﬁNav 12, chugmgthalhthz

MCI\G‘\!IL l’ld sexually assaulted him while he vg:scm high
and enrolled ina m at regory
i the 10705, pre-seminary progra
_Father Harsham, now 52 and director of campus
i at Wright State L y in Dayton, was then
director of the pre-seminary program
Cook’s claim against Cardinal Bernardin was based on
memories he said he had just recently “recovered” through
hypmtiswhi.llhdtr:ﬁz‘,:om Father Harsham and Cardinal

Cook formally dropped charges against the cardinal
Feb. 28, saym; he was no longer confident of the

Dydm:mnbaoln:wnepoﬁshldmnbdﬂunk
counselor who hypnotized him was not a licensed
pydnlogﬂ,was]u!mhrmmngnhyplmism and
was a product of an unaccredited New Age “university” that
runs «courses in hotel rooms around the country.
Both the charges against the cardinal and their distnissal

drew extensive news coverage. The case brought national
attention to questions about the use of recovered memory as a
basis for sexual abuse lawsuits and the role of the media in
reporting unsubstantiated claims against public figures.

In a prepared statement on the settlement of the claims
against Father Harsham, Archbishop Pilarczyk said,
“Several weeks ago the attorneys for Mr. Steven Cook
approached the archdiocese’s attorneys with an offer to
settle Mr. Cook’s lawsuit against the archdiocese, Father
Ellis Harsham and all remaining defendants.”

The initial lawsuit also named as defendants Father Francis
Voellmecke, then rector of the seminary, and Archbishop
Pilarczyk, then auxiliary bishop of Cincinnati, because of their
positions of responsibility at the time of the alleged abuse.

The amount and terms of the settlement are to remain

ial, the i d. But he added,
wish to emphasize that it is far less than the archdiocese
would have expended to bring this matter to trial.”
trial was scheduled to begin in May.

Cook’s Cincinnati attorney, Andrew Lipton, told the
Catholic Ttltgmph Cincinnati archdiocesan newspaper, that
his client is “quite satisfied with the settlement.”

“It is always nice to settle a case such as this,” Lipton
said. He said Cook was pleased because “his concerns
about Father Hal;ham are now known and he put some |

in his et.
mo'A‘:ycordmgP:hplon, Cook’s attorneys initiated the
settlement “partly because of the stress a trial would have
had on Cook and his physical condition.”” Cook is in |
advanced stages of AIDS. |

Archbishop Pilarczyk said it was important to note "that |
during the course of the lawsuit Mr. Cook retracted seve

When allegations against the priest first came to light last
November, students and faculty at Wright State held a
candielight vigil to demonstrate support for him

The archbishop called the decision to settle out of court
“a trade-off. If you go to court, it costs X dollars. If you
reach a settlement, you save Y dollars. It is a calculation
of pros and cons.”

Archdiocesan attorney Mark Vanderlaan said that “95
percent of all civil litigation does get settled out of court.”

Trial costs “could have come to six figures,” he said.
“It is cheaper to settle than fight.”

Cardinals to touch on
several issues at meeting

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Cardinals meeting at the Vatican
in May are to discuss ecumenical initiatives for the year 2000,
a pro-life encyclical and a wider role for retired bishops, a
Vatican spokesman said.

The tentative agenda was outlined in a 23-page Iﬂur sent
to each cardinal in April, said the spokesman, Ji
Navarro-Valls. Pope John Paul II called the auembly of the
voortt s carinali o May 9-10 to better prepare the church for
the coming third millennium of Christianity.

The discussions will focus in part on ecumenical progress
leading up to the year 2000, Navarro-Valls said April 15.
Accordxm; to excerpts publlshtd by an Italian news agency,

allegations against Father Harsham” and that the remaining |
allegations “are still unproven.” |

The settlement involved “no admissions of guilt on the part
of Father Harsham or anyone else,” he added.

However, the archbishop acknowledged that addi-
tional allegations of “improper behavior by Father
Harsham,” also dating back to the 1970s, have been
lodged by persons other than Cook since the initial claims
were made public last Noyember.

These new charges are currently under review by the

thaloneway the church could mark
0\e new millennium was with a “retumn to Mount Sinai” in
Egypt, where Moses was given the Ten Commandments.
Press reports speculated that the pope had in mind an
interreligious praver service.

There was no Vatican confirmation that a specific idea for
a day of prayer on the mountain was among the areas for
discussion outlined in the letter.

archdiocese in accordance with its year-old Decree on Child
Abuse, he said, but those who brought the charges have asked
that their names not be made public.
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“The archdi will continue to treat all allegations
of child abuse with concern for the needs of the alleged
victim and respect for the rights of the accused,”
Archbishop Pilarczyk said.

Father Harsham continues in his campus ministry post

because none of the allegations have been substan- |
tiated,” Archbishop Pilarczyk stated. “We do not feel it is
appropriate to remove someone from office on the basis
of unsubstantiated allegations.”

Catholic Cemeleries

Archdiocese of Indianapolis

35 W. Ave. @ Indpls., IN 46225
784-4439
The logical choice for those secking

Catholic arrangements. .

Troy

Gene Harnis, Director

YOU

Pre-set
your own
funeral
price.

You'll leam ALL the facts from
us—about price ranges, pro-
cedures, death benefits, and all
services available to you. You

have a complete freedom of
choice.

Call on us. We can help you
pre-plan.

FEENEY-HORNAK
MORTUARIES

Shadeland — 1307 N. Shadeland; 353-6101
Keystone — 71st at Keystone; 257-4271
INDIANAPOLIS

8

George Usher

Mike Feeney

Mike Homnak

Michael D. McGinley
President

5555 North Tacoma
Suite 13

Indianapolis, IN
46220-3551

Office 317-726-0583
Fax 317-726-0584

McG EEﬁSSOCIATES

fund raising consultants serving schools, churches, and community organizations
member of St. Matthew's Parish

YES

1 would like additional information on

sround burial

Mausoleum entombment

M OF Lt Areas
] Personal Reference File
Name i %
Addies
Cuy x o
st Zip.

Telephone .

The Fuli Service Cemetery with Chapel
Offering blessed
burial grounds
and mausoleums

since 1960
Member of Amencan Cemetery Assoc.

"o 317-849-3616

9700 ALLISONVILLE ROAD. INOPLS. 46250 |

decisions today

Pre-planning
a funeral
is an act
of love.

LEPPERT & HURT

740 East 86th Street
Indianapolis. Indiana (

844.3966

Cgé’/?niéu
Phone for your fige .-
information kit today:, ;-

Inﬁmmtmn is ‘\‘»L‘lwf ions. We at Flanner and
Buchanan \lnrnﬁncw provide you with all the facts and costs.

Your free, no- obhg.uui!%rcml\ planning kit can help you make

Broad Ripple » Carmel » Fall Creek * High School Roag
Morris Street ® Shadeland ® Zionsilie  Washington

-

BUCHANAN
MORTUARIES & CREMATORY

scing for Cath lies since 1881




