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Pope again pleads for peace

Indianapolis, Indiana

WELCOME FOR MIG
to mark National Migration Week Jan.

IGNALMIGRATION-WEER 1

ANTS—The U.S. Catholic Conference has released this poster
-12. The week is a time for all Catholics to
remember that immigranis, migrants, refugees and all people on the move are a vital
part of the church. See page 9. (CNS photo from MRS)
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by Agostino Bono

Catholic News Sert

VATICAN CITY—As the U.N. deadline
for Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait neared
Pope John Paul Il used his annual
Christmas message to plead for peace in the

Persian Gulf

For the area of the Gulf, we await with
trepidation for the threat of conflict to
disappear,” he said

May leaders be convinced that war is
an adventure with no return,” he added
Dec. 25 in his midday message ““urbi et orbi
(to the city and the world)

Speaking from the central balcony of
St. Peter’s Basilica overlooking St
Peter’s Square, the pope also cited the
need for Christian unity as part of the
rebuilding of Europe after the collapse
of ideological barriers

Pope John Paul also called for a just
peace between Istaelis and Palestinians and
a greater sharing of resources by rich
countries to overcome the ‘‘disturbing
islands of poverty and death” in the Third
World

Regarding the Gulf crisis, the pope
said that “by reasoning, patience and
dialogue with respect to the inalienable
rights of peoples and nations, it is
possible to identify and travel the paths of
understanding and peace.”’

The pope spoke three weeks before the
Jan. 15 deadline for Iraqi troops to leave
Kuwait. After that, U.S.-led troops will be
authorized by the United Nations to use
force to dislodge the Iraqis.

The pope extended his peace call to the
tensions between Palestinians and Israelis.
The Holy Land needs a ““peaceful solution”
which “takes into account the legitimate
expectations of the Palestinian people’’ and
the people of Israel, he said

Regarding the political changes produc-

o January 4, 1991

in Gulf

ing the collapse of communist rule through
out most of Eastern Europe, the pope said
that “the light of Christ” is with “the
people in Europe

Above the tumbled walls of ideological
and political opposition there appear for
believers demanding challenges and pro
spects,”” he said

Europe faces a “‘wonderful spintual
vitality, if hedonism and practical matenial
ism are overcome and also if the barriers
which divide the followers of the Redeemer
are broken down,” he said

Unity in the church, and among all
believers in Christ: this is the commitment
of Christians for the building of the new
Europe, ” he added

On international issues, the pope asked
‘for a more just sharing of the earth’s
resources, a new and more just world
ethical and economic order

“Only effective and respectful coopera
tion between the rich countries and the
emerging peoples can prevent the contrast
between North and South from becoming a
widening abyss,”” he said

Needing special attention is Africa
“where freedom is compromised because
of underdevelopment, where peace and
harmony between different peoples and
traditions is disrupted by fratricidal
struggles,”” he added

The pope praised the overall “‘religious
awakening today influencing so many
people, young and old.”’

He also cited the “new openness of
peoples”” to Christianity ““to which the
recent ad limina visit of numerous bishops
from Vietnam also bears promising wit
ness.”” in November, the pope met 21
Vietnamese bishops at the Vatican for their
ad limina visits required every five years to
report on the status of their dioceses. It
marked the first time that communist
authorities allowed most heads of dioceses
to make the visits

ICC board and council set legislative

by Ann Wadelton

When the General Assembly begins its

107th session on Jan. 7, the Indiana
Catholic Conference (ICC) will speak in the
name of the Catholic Church in Indiana

The ICC board of directors and advisory

1 i

council selected the issues to be addressed
during this legislative session during a
two-day meeting in Indianapolis in mid
December

The board includes the bishop and one

layperson from each of the five dioceses in
the state. In addition to Archbishop
FEdward T. O'Meara, the Indianapolis
Archdiocese 15 represent by James

Looking hnside
From the Editor: Michener’s memoir
of Poland and Rome. Pg. 2.
Birthline: Counseling those consider-
ing abortion, and providing baby
clothes are its mission. Pg. 3.
Commentary:
1991. Pg. 4.

ive prudence a try in

fear? Pg. 5
World Day of Peace message: Pope
protests religious intolerance. Pg. 8
Faith Alive!: Immigrants flee from
poverty and persecution. Pg. 9

Freedum of conscience: A theolugical
minetield. Pg. 15

Right to die: Debate over Nancy
Cruzan case continues after her
death. Pg. 20

Loughery, an insurance executive who is a
member of St. Luke Parish, Indianapolis

The advisory coundl is made up of four
persons from each diocese. Indianapolis mem-
bers are Daughter of Charity Sister Margaret
Mare Clifford, ICC coordinator; Charles Willi-
ams; Steve Zigan and Lynne O'Day

Improving the state’s assistance pro-
grams, allowing parents a choice in their
children’s education and requiring that
women be given some basic information
prior to abortions will be primary among
the issues on the ICC agenda. This is the
24th consecutive year this Catholic legisla-
tive network has been in operation

Dr. M. Desmond Ryan is ICC executive
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AGENDA MEET—Archbishop Fdward T. O'Meara, Charles Williams, Daughters of
Charity Sister Margaret Marie Clifford and Lynne O'Day discuss legislative issues that the
Indiana Catholic Conference will address during the 1991 meeting of the Indiana General

Assembly. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)

director and lobbyist. He joined ICC in 1974
as director of research and was appointed
to his current position in 1981 His work is
supplemented by 3,000 networkers who
contact their own representatives and
senators on specific issues.

Regarding the Indiana public assistance
program, ICC will join other groups in
supporting imrpovements in Aid for
Dependent Children (AFDC) benefits,
which currently figure only 32.7 percent of
the federal poverty level, to allow re-
cipients to earn up to the federal poverty
level without being penalized

Under the current system,
extremely low “standard of need

Indiana’s
level

. . t .
causes recipients to be penalized for
working—a serious disincentive to moving
out of poverty. If recipients work to
supplement their benefits, they risk loss of
health benefits for their children.

In the area of education, ICC will
support parental choice. In their November
1990 meeting, the U.S. bishops voted
241-10 to support such a program and
approved $2 million in seed money to help
at the state and national levels.

COMMIT, a non-profit group of Indiana
business leaders which includes the Indi-
ana Chamber of Commerce, has warned
that poor education is weakening the
state’s economy and called for major
reforms, including parental choice

(see ICC SETS, page 2)
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FROM THE EDITOR

by John F. Fink

it prot

v takes a particul of personality to
enjoy reading other people’s

them

lar type
vel diaries, but I'm one of

,mh 1ps because 1 usually keep a diary myselt

W So I've always devoured
Fs n'un Hesburgh’s diane
example, even one in 1982 when he
spent 28 days on a tanker trave
from Genoa, Italy to Saudi Arabia

Back in October a book by James A
Miche: But this
isn’t one of his epic Titled
Pilgrimage, "’ it’s a memoir of a trip he
made to Poland and Rome back in
1988-1n other words, a travel diary
That evening, | put aside the book I
had been reading and read Michener’s book. It's only 119
pages and it reads quickly

I guess the reason | was interested in it in the first place
was because | had just returned from Poland. Sure
enough, I could picture some of the places there that he
mentioned, such as Frydryk Chopin’s birthplace, the
cathedral in Krakow, and the rebuilt castle in Warsaw
where Michener was honored by the Polish government,
particularly for his novel “Poland

BUT I SOON FOUND him talking about people I
know, if ever so slightly. Ed Piszek, for example, the
Philadelphia industrialist who has assisted his ancestors’
homeland in so many ways; and not only Poland in
general but the late Cardinal Wyszynski and the former
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla in particular. Piszek was one of
Michener’s traveling companions
first met Piszek while 1 was president of Our
Sunday Visitor and OSV commissioned musician and
composer Dave Brubeck to write the music for a Mass

er armived on my desk.

novels.

It was first performed in the Philadelphia cathedral and
Cardinal Joh:. Krol invited us to a reception and dinner
prior to the concert. Piszek turned out to be my wife’s
dinner partner that evening. We met him again when
we were invited to the White House reception for Pope
John Paul Il during his first visit to the U.S. and we
arrived at the same time as Cardinal Krol and others
from Philadelphia, including the Piszeks

THE ROME PART OF Michener’s book also brought
back memories. He met with the pope, whom he had
gotten to know while doing research for “Poland,”” had
dinner with him and attended one of his private Masses
His description of walking up ““six or seven flights of the
longest marble stairs I have seen or attempted to climb”
reminded me of the two times I climbed those stairs for
semi-private audiences with Pope John Paul. (My first
private meeting with him was in the back of the main
audience hall after a general audience—the same room
where I had earlier met with Pope Paul VI.)

Michener describes the Mass in the pope’s private
chapel. One of the concelebrants was Archbishop
Raymond Hunthausen of Seattle, who sat at the pope’s
right hand and who had breakfast with the pope after the
Mass. As they parted after the Mass, Michener wrote of the
pope: “‘Grasping my hand in both of his, he said: ‘Keep
writing those long books,” and he crossed the room to
where Archbishop Hunthausen awaited, threw his arm
about him and led him in to breakfast.”

Michener also reveals that he received Communion
from the hands of Pope John Paul. I wonder if the pope
realized that Michener is not a Catholic.

The Rome part of the book also tells about a Mass he
attended at North American College, celebrated by
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. The homilist that day turned
out to be the noted Scripture expert Father Raymond
Brown, who spoke, Michener wrote, for at least an hour
Even this was somewhat of a coincidence for me since the

Michener’s memoir of Poland and Rome

book I had been reading and put aside in order to read the
Michener book was one of Father Brown's

Even my good friend Archbishop John Foley, president
of the Pontifical Council for Social Communication, is in
the book. He invited Michener to a Mass he said in the
crypt of St. Peter’s

I SHOULDN'T GIVE THE impression that I enjoyed
this book just because it brought back personal memories.
Michener did a lot of things in both Poland and Rome that
1 have never had a chance to do. For example, he was in
Poland when Lech Walesa had a nationally televised
debate with the government’s leader of labor unions,
whom Michener identifies only as Miodowicz. It proved
to be a victory fc r Walesa

Afterward, Walesa appeared at a dinner being held in
Michener’s honor hosted by Archhishop Bronislaw
Dabrowski. “Into the room, not 10 minutes after the
completion of his debate, burst Lech Walesa, flushed with
victory,” Michener wrote. “Hurrying directly to the
archbishop, he embraced him and accepted his blessing
Then he spotted his old friend Piszek and embraced him,
saying, ‘If | come to the United States I shall rely on you
to keep me out of trouble.”

Michener also reminisces about the first times he got to
know both Walesa and Cardinal Wojtyla. Walesa “‘was an
insignificant worker then,” he wrote. And after he was
introduced to Cardinal Wojtyla by Piszek while re-
searching for 'Poland,”” he wrote, "It never occurred to
me that this quiet-spoken, rather congenial man would
have prospects outside Poland.*

One of the more enjoyable parts of the book uunccrns
receptions in Rome given at the same time by the U
ambassador to Italy and the U.S. ambassador to the
Vatican in their separate embassies. He describes
speeding through the streets of Rome trying to get from
one reception to another.

I thoroughly enjoyed Michener’s travel diary

Parent education workshop includes families

by Margaret Nelson

The Parent !dummm l\~k Force will

present something un in the arc
icpsa Wodkiieh ‘o he h
wvhole tamilies may participate

ducation Inservice for

Parish Leadership !e held Feb. 89 at
McCormick Creek State Park, near Spen-
cer. Benedictine Sister Antoinette Purcell
coordinator of famiy and childhood cate-
chesis tor the Office of Catholic Education
(OCE), and Valerie Dillon, director of the
Family Life Office, will be presenters

Sister Antoinette said, “One of
pes behind all of this is the whole need
amily perspective and the whole notion
of parenting. If the church can’t do that
who can? If anything, society is pulling the
family apart

Dillon said, “We want to empower the
parishes to take responsibility for the help
people are calling for and really need.”

The focus has been on parish leader
ship and how we can assist the leadership
in getting a positive vision,” said Sister
Antoinette. “‘We need to help with more
than resources, but what they need to do at
the parish level. And each parish has
difterent needs
There is great diversity in the families

the

those who minister to and with parents,
especially religious education staff people
members of boards of education and adult
catechetical teams, and priests

The workshop grew from the March 5
1990 document on parent education of the

reads:
Paul 1l in
Family),”
within

‘Familiaris

the

out there,” said Dillon. ““We need to help
the paris see that and be able to work
with them

The
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ICC sets its 1991
legislative agenda

The concept has also been
Superintendent  of
who has recon

risks
ternatves

\ similar informed consent t
the House last vear 64
the Senate by
who opposed
constitutionality
That
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court via a
1989 Pennsvlvania bill

The 1CC will work with other groups to
present an informed consent pamphlet that
could be distributed by the

of pilot

a 24-25 vote

TASK FORCE—Diane Burns (seated, from left), Mary Ann Wallace, Benedictine Sister
Antoinette Purcell, Valerie Dillon; Janet Hearne (standing) and Annette Lentz are members
of the Parent Education Task Force for the archdiocese. (Photo by Frank Savage)

archdiocesan task force. Its vision statement
In response to the challenge of John
Consortia
pastoral leadership at all levels
Archdioces of Indianapolis
values, is knowledgeable of and promotes
parenting based on family perspective.’”

The first goal/objective of the task force
is fnr offices and agencies of the arch-
diocace to “’provide assistance to parishes
in the development of parenting skills and
strengthening of family life.”

Stated under that goal was the intention
of sponsoring a ‘‘major inservice during
1990-91 on content and skills related to
| parenting and family perspective for the
| development of resource persons who
| would serve at deanery and parish levels.”

But the committee will have other tasks
besides the workshop. One will be to
screen some of the parenting education
materials that are being printed, Sister
Antoinette said

Besides Sister Antoinette and Dillon
members of the task force include Diane
Burns, director of religious education at St
Malachy, Brownsburg; Janet Hearne, prin-
cipal at St. Therese of the Child Jesus
School, Indianapolis; Annette Lentz
coordinator of support services for the
OCE,; and Mary Ann Wallace, director of
religious education at St. Margaret Mary
Terre Haute.

Families will participate in the Friday
night social and the opening session
Games, crafts and (if possible) outdoor
games will be available for the children

Special rates are available for those
attending with families or sharing a room
with a second participant. Those wishing to
participate are urged to call as soon as
possible: Janet Hearne, 317-353-2282
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ARCHBISHOP BESIDE HIMSELF—A portrait of Indianapolis Archbishop Edward T.
O’Meara was unveiled at the end of a Christmas prayer service at the Catholic Center on
Dec. 20, The oil painting, by David Meadows, was commissioned by Father David Coats,
vicar general and pastor of SS. Peter & Paul Cathedral, and was presented as a surprise to
the archbishop. It will hang in the Catholic Center and, later, in the cathedral rectory with
portraits of past bishops and archbishops. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)
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Counseling, charity are both part of Birthline

by, Grace Hayes

A Birthline volunteer
“Hello, this is

A phone rings
picks it up and says,
Birthline. May I help you?’

The caller might respond with, “I am
calling to see about getting some clothes for
my baby,”” or, “'I would like to know how
much an abortion costs,” or, “I think I'm
pregnant. I need to have a pregnancy test.”’
These are examples of the types of calls that
come into the Birthline office.

The incoming calls are forwarded to the
homes of volunteers on a scheduled basis.
The volunteers who answer the phones, as
well as those who perform other services,
receive initial as well as on-going training

When the caller indicates that she is
considering abortion the volunteer talks
with her at that time, but there are no
referrals. The goal is to engage the caller
in a time of reflection. Some of the areas
that will be discussed during the conver-
sation will be the caller's personal
situation, her understanding of abor-
tions, the development of the child at that

time, her feelings and consideration of
carrying the baby to term, and either
keeping 1t or placing it for adoption

When discussing adoption, it is not
unusual to hear the caller indicate that
she couldn’t have the baby and then give
it up for adoption (even though she is
considering having the baby aborted)

When a caller does ask about abortion at
the onset of the conversation, it cannot be
assumed that she has discussed her
intention with anyone previously or even
wants an abortion. In most cases, the
volunteers do not know the eventual
decision of the caller, even though con-
tinued contact is offered and strongly
encouraged. Recently, the efforts of two
volunteers who had discussed abortion
with two women were proven to have
borne fruit. The callers were requesting
help for maternity clothes three and four
months later.

When an incoming call indicates a need
for clothing or other infant items, volun-
teers who specifically handle these requests
are contacted. They return the call,

President designates free clinic
as one of 1,000 ‘Points of Light’

by Mary Ann Wyand
President George Bush recognized more
than 300 Gennesaret Free Clinic volunteers
for their unique health care ministry to the
homeless and indigent of Indianapolis on
Dec. 26 when he de ted the nation’s
336th “‘Point of 1 for the

zatic

polis physician James Trippi, a
was Aquinas panshioner, founded
the all-volunteer zation two years
ago with 1p of health care
professionals in response to the critical
need for free medical care for homeless and
ind ana’s capital city

human

1t people in 1

Voluntee staff free weekly medical
clinics at each of the city’s six shelters for
the homele st summer the clinic was
able to exp. services to include a
mobile medical van to reach homeless and

indigent people who do not frequent city
shelters

Gennesaret Free Clinic operates
financial support from the Junior
: of Indianapolis, St. Francis Hospital
Center, St. Vincent Health Care Center,
Methodist Hospital, Community Hospital
foundations and individuals.

Its name was inspired by the biblical
passage “And all those who touched him
were healed,”” taken from Mark 6:56 in the
New Testament

Since the early days when a few
Gennesaret  volunteers  transported
donated medical supplies in large trunks,
the clinic staff has grown to hundreds of
volunteers who now work in modestly

— AR

equipped examination rooms «t the Holy

Family Shelter, Dayspring Mission, Light-
house Mission, ;ood  News Mission,
Salvation Army Adult Rchabilitation

Center, and the Episcopal Metro Council’s

temporary family shelter

We have just received word from
ush that the doctors, nurses and

Nu.vl Gennesaret Free Cl

nic have
been recognized as one of t dmini
stration’s Thousand Points of Light
Tripp1 said a few days before Christmas.

Each day, an organization is chosen by
the President as a point of light to highlight
that organization or individual for out
standing humanitarian service,”” he ex
plained. ““On Dec. 26, the more than 300
doctors, dentists, podiatrists, nurses, aides,
fonors, and concerned community mem
bers shared this national award

Praising the volunteers for their ““selfless
gifts of time, talent and finances,” Trippi
said the award ““is a sign that the care our
health professionals provide is exemplary
on a national scale

Further, he said, ““We hope this award
draws attention to the difficulties of the
indigent in obtaining health care as well as
the proper place of volunteer health care in
America. Truly many of the shelters, back
alleys, and streets the Gennesaret Free
Clinic serves are dark spots in our city
Many of the persons we serve are without
hope. And sometimes our own lives are
filled with shadows. Yet admidst the
darkness in Indianapolis, the good works of
GFC shine as a Point of Light, like a star
once did on a cold Bethlehem night.””

B

POINT OF LIGHT—Indianapolis cardiologist James Trippi,

(left) founder of the

Gennesaret Free Clinic, talks with a homeless man who visited the clinic’s mobile medical
van parked outside the Cathedral Soup Kitchen last sumrer. Trippi, a St. Thomas Aquinas
parishioner, initiated the unique all-volunteer program to provide free medical care to the

the for their

homeless and indigent. President Bush

service on Dec. 26. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)

determine the items that are needed and
set a date when the items will be available
at the Catholic Center for pickup.

Since the services of Birthline are known
to agencies and clinics in Indianapolis,
many calls are received for clothing.
Likewise, the Birthline volunteer will give
referrals to other agencies, especially those
that provide medical, legal and counseling
services. For counseling, Birthline utilizes
the services of Catholic Social Services, of
which it is a part, and St. Elizabeth

The clothing and other infant items that
are given free of charge are available
because of the donation of parishes,
schools, and organizations. The Arch-
diocesan Council of Catholic Women has
sponsored clothing drives for Birthline for
15 years. A number of parishes support
Birthline either during the Christmas
season or Mother’s Day.

Another entity that is vital to Birthline is
the Birthline Guild. The abortion calls that

|

come to Birthline happen because the caller
has referred to the Yellow Pages. The cost
of this directory listing and other advertis-
ing costs are paid for by the efforts of the
Birthline Guild, which has supported this
link for five years.

As is the case with other volunteer
groups, the Birthline volunteer group is
composed of women of various ages, faiths
and backgrounds. Anyone interested in
volunteering or donating to Birthline can
call (317) 236-1550.

CSS receives grant

Catholic Social Services of Indianapolis
was awarded a $27,369 grant during the
December meeting of The Indianapolis
Foundation board of trustees. It is a
community foundation created in 1916 to
ensure that the quality of life in Indi-
anapolis continuously improves.

Felicetti was honored for his work in

FELICETTI HONORED-—Joseph Smith (left), chairman of the Indiana Parole Board,
presents the Sagamore of the Wabash Award to Dr. Daniel A. Felicetti, president of
Marian College. The presentation opened the *’Survival in the Global Marketplace’’
conference which was sponsored by Marian College and the Office of the Governor.

including a “’Great Mentors’’ theme, All-Honors program and a continuing education
program. Smith is a graduate of Marian and a member of its board of trustees.

g higher at Marian,

Over 400 handicapped attend

St. Lawrence Special Night Out

by Cynthia Dewes

Every year the committee for the Special
Night Out for mentally handicapped adults
decides, “'This year the party was as good
as it gets.”” But that's wrong, said Father
Joseph Beechem, pastor of St. Lawrence
Parish in Indianapolis, which sponsors the
event.

“It was a real party, a special party. It
gets larger every year,” he said, referring to
the third annual SNO which took place last
Nov. 10. He reported that there were over
400 mentally and physically handicapped
guests this time, who ranged in age from
mid-teens to late middle age

Father Beechem said volunteers who
assisted during the evening “‘represent a
real cross-section of the parish.” The parish
St. Vincent de Paul Society conference
provided money and volunteers, while the
Golden Age Club produced enough baked
refreshments and goodies to fill six long
tables in the lower level ““cate’” in Father
Conen Hall

Most of the 56 members of the parish’s
confirmation class participated in planning,
decorating, nd dancing with
guests, clean-up and almost every other
aspect of the evening's activities
were members of the four-piece rock band
which provided music for dancing on the
hall’s upper level

The kids learn so much from the
Father Beechem said. ““They learn
to understand mentally-and physically
handicapped people. One of the teen-agers
said to me, ‘They talk just like us!” "’

Mary Lynn Cavanaugh, St. Lawrence
director of religious education, said the
confirmation class kids “receive blessings

escorting

Some

guests,

SPECIAL NIGHT—A couple enjoys a

pizza together during St. Lawrence
Church’s Special Night Out for the
mentally and physically handicapped.

ten-fold”’ from their experience with the
handicapped guests. “‘They feel loved by
these people,”” she said

The guests feel loved and welcome, too.

They actually reminisce about past
Cavanaugh said. “They’ll say
Remember how we did this-or-that last
year at the party?” "’ She said they love the
dancing, and request their favorite song,
‘Happy Birthday To Me, * over and over

Special Night Out guests came to the
190 party from New' Castle, central
Indiana and places as distant as Ohio,
Kentucky and Chicago. The next party will
be held on Saturday, Nov.16, 1991.

years,
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THE HUMAN SIDE

Prudence: virtue worth
giving a try in 1991

hu Fr. Eugene Hemrick

we move into 1991, ins
resolving t

get in better physical s
or to perform some ascetical act, why not
plate practicing

virtue for

Consider the virtue
vhich all other
virtues rest: prudence
Once you know it
fully, I have the feel
ing it will tempt you
Often  when ~ pru
dence is mentioned, 1t
conjures up images of

timorous or small-minded people, of

people devoted to self-preservation or of
clever tacticians
Whenever we say that another human

being is prudent we usually imagine a

person who measures everything, is cau
tious and avoids adventure

But prudence is much bigger and more
expansive than this

Prudence is the perfected ability to make
decisions that are right. It is what every
businessperson should carry in his or her
be successful, and what every
family should store up in order to keep
house and home together

briefcase t¢

Prudence has to do with action taken for
good, practical reasons. The opposite of
prudence is irresoluteness, thoughtless
ness, hesitation, being wishy-washy. The
prudent person thoughtfully and quickly
sizes up the reality of the moment and
carries through

This is a virtue that focuses on the good
means to swift action

How many times have we kicked
ourselves because we did not take advan-
tage of an opportunity when it presented

itself or because we were not more decisive
in making a family or business decision?
How often have quarterbacks been sacked,
and eventually traded, because of a chronic
besitation they couldn’t overcome.

Good decision makers must use their
minds well, however. Prudence thus calls
tor a good memory, clearsightedness and
docility . But let me explain

Memory ‘s not just the recollection of
past events. it is not enough to remember
that a past family picnic was a disaster and
to rely on this recollection to avoid
repeating the same mistake. Prudence
demands that we move beyond the
recollection and get at the truth of the
matter, that we cut through our emotions
and selective memories in order to deter
mine what went wrong—what was the real
truth of the matter

To do this, docility is needed. Docility
must be understood as a willingness to
understand, not passivity. Its opposites are
found in closed-minded people and know-
it-alls

If a picnic was a disaster, the family
needs to understand why and to be
openminded enough to take counsel with
each other

Then there is clearsightedness. As so
often happens when things suddenly go
wrong, there is a tendency to flinch—to
close one’s eyes in the face of the surprising
development

Prudence encourages us to be clear-
sighted—to face the issue by stopping,
looking and listening, and not by hoping
the problem will disappear

Clearsightedness assumes courage, the
energy to stay in there and to sort things
out when all looks like chaos.

Prudence gets at our very will and calls

ST ]
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for immediate action based on solid
reasoning. It encourages us to be bold and,
in order to get at the truth, to move beyond
the surface of what we might want to
remember in only a partial way

Prudence is a dauntlessness that says to
us, “Get out of your little world and learn
what others have to say so that you can act
well, so that you make good decisions. It is
a bravery that doesn’t retreat in the face of
confrontation

May 1991 by a year in which you walk
hand in hand with prudence. You'll find
this is a much more exciting virtue than you
ever dreamt

1990 by Catholic News Service

THE YARDSTICK

The parish

by Msgr. George G. Higgins

My home parish in west suburban
Chicago—where 1 grew up, went to
school, said my first Mass—celebrated its
centenary a few weeks
ago. Although I was
unable to attend the @#%
ceremonies, | was with &
my friends and rela-
tives and former
neighbors in spirit

The first thing that
k me as | remin-
isced about the parish
was the phenomenal
growth of the church n
suburbia throughout the
The parish 1 knew as a boy extended for
miles in every direction and, with only one

{

United States.

priest, served a small and widely scattered
community of Catholics, who likely felt at
times like an isolated minority neighborhood

of my youth looks ahead to future

World War Il changed all that
Today the parish can proudly boast of
being the mother church of 17 parishes in
Chicago’s western suburbs. Perhaps never
before in U.S. church history has there
been such rapid demographic and geo
,;m%hux change.
he second thing 1 recall about the
parish of my youth was that it played little
part in the public life of the community
Like most suburban parishes of the time, it
was inward-looking, concerned mainl
with the devotional life of its communicants
and the Christian education of its youth
The parish school was across the street
from a much larger public school. While
there was never any trouble between the
two schools, there was little contact
between their teachers or student bodies
We lived in two different cultural and

the town, but we might have
been on two different planets. The ecu-

menical outreach we now take for granted
was not dreamed of then

I still vividly recall that our pastor, a
cultivated and well-read gentleman of the
old school, created a bit of a sensation
when word got around that he had had tea
at the parish rectary with the pastorof the
local Episcopalian church. That was the
only time anything like this happened in
the parish when I was a boy

Vatican [l changed all that

I have no doubt that today the
ecumenical movement in the old home
town 1s flourishing. Nor was | surprised to
learn that today’s parishioners included in
their centenary celebrations discussions on
how the parish might relate more effec-
tively to the larger church and with the
problems of the modern world.

It would be foolish and naive to
underestimate the role of the parish in the
church’s life and specifically in social
action. Abstract principles of social reform
take us only so far. What is needed is a
deepening of the church’s liturgical life or,

as the US. bishops put it, “a deeper
awareness of the . . . connection between
worship and the world of work.”’

That's where the parish comes in, for it
is in their parish—and only there—that
most of the faithful come to this awareress,
mainly in the celebration of the Euchanst
and the other sacraments,

But the bishops’ emphasis on the
liturgy s role in building up the kingdom of
God probably would have sounded a bit
strange to the parish of my youth

I see these changes as signs of hope, an
antidote to the pessimism that may incline us,
when spirits are low, to pine for a
mythological golden age when there was no
contusion in either the church or the world

There were many good things about the
parish of my youth. T suspect. however.
that today’s parishioners would agree that
rather than pine for its past we ought to be
looking confidently toward the future in
hopes of even better things to come

1990 by Catholic News Service

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

Recollections before ‘Rerum Novarum’ centennial

by Dale Francis

Next May Catholics around the world
will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of

Pope Leo XII's encyclical ‘Rerum
Novarum It was an

encyclical that called ﬁ
social justice, In 1 r

Pope Filts XI's encye- 1}

al Quadragesin
) ) review of t
10 years after “Re
Notarum,” was joinec

with Pope Leo’s ency
lical to become the
undationa
ments for Catholic social just
My appreciation
achings of the Catk

important role in bringing
Catholic  Church. My
Rerum  Novarum'*  and
Anno’” led i my formation
and after | became a Catholic
When 1 became a Catholic, 1 was
surprised to discover how few Catholics
had a familiarity with the social encyclicais
some priests included. | don’t mean they

didn’t know evisted but

me o the

‘Quadragesimc
both beto

the encyclicals

they seemed not really to have studied
them or had brought an understanding of
them into the substance of their own faith

That was the way it was when I came
into the church and I'm not sure that the
situation has greatly changed. The coming
celebration will give us a chance to
understand the social justice teachings of
m to be an integral
part of vur belief as Catholics

As we near the May celebration of

Rettim Nos m,”" 1've been turning my

thoughts to recollections of how it was that
not a Catholic, [ became intereste
teachings of the church and hov
Mter I became a Catholic
special appreciation and study of the social
« clicals

Two unlikely men played important
roles in my coming to appreciation of
Catholic social
understanding of the importance of th;
encychicals—journalist George Seldes and
Henry Wall

I don’t know for sure, but I doubt if
George Seldes is going to be happy about
playing a role in leading someone to the
Catholic Church. He's six months older
than “’R Novarum.”” Unless he died in
the last couple of months and I missed the
obituary, George Seldes became 100 years
old last Nov. 16

the church and bring

1 was ur

teaching and to a new

In the 1930s and 19405, he was a forceful
writer, left of center, a gadfly who enjoyed
controversy. During my more than four
years of military service, I subscribed to his
newsletter ““In Fact.” You didn’t bave to
agree with him to appreciate him. He made
you think, even if the thinking was to
organize why you thought he was wrong

1t was my admiration for the writing of

al led me to get his book
0f 1933, “‘Sawdust Caesar,”” a biography of
Mussolini. In that book, Seldes wrote of
Don Luigi Sturzo, the leader of the Popula
Party. Seldes stressed that Don Luigi, a
priest, had built his program on the social
teachings of the Cathol.c Church. He listed
the planks of the Popular Party platform
When Tread it, Tthought these were almost
exactly my own views. It started me on my
search to know more about the teachings of
the Catholic Church, That search led me to
becomie a Catholic

My study on the way to becoming a
Catholic had made me familiar with the
social encyclicals but they were only
incidental in my life. Then I was at a press
conference with Henry Wallace. He was no
longer vice president, it was in the time of
his movement towards the Progressive
Party and the press corps was really down
on him. I was sorry for him. I asked a
friendly question, asked if something he

Geoige Seldes L

had said had come from ‘Rerum Nova-
rum.” He said it had and when the
conference was over he hurried over to talk
with me. He said that “‘Rerum Novarum’
and ““Quadragesimo Anno’ had been most
important to him and he said he thought
they should be taught with the same
thor sughness as the catechism
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Exhaust every
alternative to war

I share the
expressed in your editorial in the Nov. 30
issue (“A War Against Iraq Would Be a
Disaster’’)

many of concerns you

I believe must exhaust every
available alternative to a military solution
to the crisis before considering going to
war. 1 do not favor the use of military
force at this time and [ believe the risks of
war far outweigh the disadvantages of
the current situation. 1 think we should
stay the United Nations

we

course on

sanctions, support the implementation of
the 12 UN Security Council resolutions
passed so far, and maintain the inter-
national coalition opposing Iraq

[ regret the manner in which the latest
major deployment of U.S. forces to Saudi
Arabia was handled by the administration
The purposes of the deployment were
poorly articulated. As you know, Congress
has a shared constitutional role in matters
of war. Members of Congress will continue
to insist that this role be respected in any
decisions on the Gulf. In addition, the
administration is being asked in congres-
sional hearings to explain what we are
doing in the Gulf and why we are doing it.
These hearings are open so that the

g

M/

1991: a year for
hope or fear?
by Ivan . Kau}fm:m

Looking back at last year's New Year's
Day was an almost awesome experience. The
Berlin Wall had just fallen, and with it the
great Iron Curtain around which our political
lives had centered for more than 40 years.

Locking back this year isn't quite so
amazing—but only because we’ve become
accustomed to things which were unthink-
able two years ago:

»Germany is reunited and holds its first
free elections since Hitler came to power.

»lLech Walesa is elected president of
Poland in its first free elections since being
invaded by Hitler

»President Gorbachev is awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize. He visits Pope John
Paul 11 for a second time

»The Ukrainian Catholic Church is
legalized. Two new Catholic seminaries
open in the Soviet Union.

»The United States announces it will
send emergency food supplies to the
Soviet Union

When 1990 began the Iron Curtain was
crumbling, but communism still seemed
intact. As 1990 ended communism itself
was obviously dead. In only a few months
it had moved from the center of human
affairs to the scrap-heap of history—where
it joins every other man-made ideology
which preceded it.

But despite all this the prospect of war is
greater in January, 1991 than it has been for
years. The reason, as everyone knows, is
the Iragi invasion of Kuwait. It was a clear
case of aggression and almost without
exception the nations of the world have
agreed it must not be allowed to succeed.

The problem is how to convince the

Iragis to leave Kuwait—and equally
important, how to make sure they
remain law-abiding members of the

international community. The first solu-
tion which comes to mind is war, and the
U.S. will have to decide soon whether or
not to attack Iraq

The arguments used by those who
believe war with lIraq is necessary are
basically the same as those used during the
Cold War—namely that force is the only
way to deal with a totalitarian government
The fundamental assumption behind these
arguments is that dictatorships are based
on fear, and thus the only way to change
them is through fear.

But the fall of communism over the last
two years raises grave questions whether
that true. The Soviet
government was clearly a dictatorship
based on fear. But it is very hard to explain
how fear caused its collapse

What the facts point to instead 1s that
hope brought an end to communism—the
hope of millions of individuals, many of
them religious believers, who retused to be
controlled by fear. They demonstrated that
hope is stronger than fear

Finding a non-military solution to the

assumption s

Iraq crisis will require a new kind of
thinking, based on hope. Hope is what
makes it possible for us to be creative, to
look for alternatives to war. And the defeat
of communism through non-violent means
provides us with very solid reasons for
believing that defeating totalitarian govern-
ments does not require warfare.

I'he war-or-peace choice we will make in
1991 will mean life and death for thou-
sands, perhaps tens of thousands of
people. Ultimately it will be a choice
between hope and fear. We have seen what
hope can do, and we have seen what fear
can do. Hope is the better choice.

Perceiving the
presence of God
ln/ S)nrlev Voglcr Merslcr

During a sermon, the Rev. Brian
Cavanaugh of St. Francis College, Loretto,
Pa., held up a banner printed with this:

GODISNOWHERE

When he asked what the banner said,
many voices responded, ““God is no
where.”” Then a hesitant voice said, “’God
is now here.”

“One finds what one looks for,”
commented Cavanaugh.

I read this anecdote in The Joyful
Noiseletter, the monthly “epistle” of the
Fellowship of Merry Christians (Cal Samra,
editor; P.O. Box 668, Kalamazoo, Mich.

49005).

GODISNOWHERE reminds me of ano-
ther banner that's been popular for many
years: “If God seems distant, who moved?”

When we feel abandoned, we must look

American people know what is being said
and decided
Congressman Lee H. Hamilton
Washington, D.C
(Congressman Hamilton wrote this letter
Dec. 4.)

Rock 'n’ roll in
a Gospel setting

Shortly after becoming a Catholic Chris-
tian in the spring of 1983 I conceived the
idea of putting together a group of
musicians to perform original Gospel-in-
spired compositions. | had a long back-
ground in the secular music community, so
locating the appropriate personnel didn’t
look to be a problem. Or so I thought.

Perhaps as a reflection of the status now
granted Christian evangelization in the
United Slales or perhapsas areflection of my
own
approaching the a.ssue 1 qutcldy found lhat
finding the right musicians and the right
venues was a path littered with stumbling
blocks. On the supply side, the musicians
were reluctant to become associated with
something they felt might appea] only to

1 yed followers of TV and
on the demand side, we found churches
reluctant to swing their doors open wide to
such an unknown element.

The "“unknown element”’ I refer to is the
fact that the group as I envisioned it was to
be unlike the kinds of Gospel-oriented
music one typically hears. It has been noted
that while 80 percent of the American
public claims to be religiously affiliated, less
than 10 percent of the recorded music sold
in this country falls into what might be
called the gospel category. One may
account for this anomaly with any number
of theories, ranging from citing some
satanic grip on the recording industry to
simple poor marketing. But I think the
reason is simpler still, namely that the
product itself doesn’t appeal to the
music-consuming public.

Popular Christian music tends to be
either insipid and emasculated syntho-pap,
or the product of waist-length-tressed
guitar armies vainly searching for a heavy
rotation on My goal was to put
together a band playing inspired nwsic
drawing on the traditional elements of
blues, country and gospel—namely, rock
n’ roll. And rock 'n”roll, atleast in a gospel
setting, is a relative unknown. And it
remains to be seen if eight years of praying
and listening for God’s answer will prove
to be successful (in the sense of truly
touching the listener, since there obviously
is no money to be made in this).

Some very talented musicians—as well
as ['—calling ourselves ‘“Voices (in the
Desert)"’—will be performing in the activi-
ties center of St. Michael’s Church in
Greentfield (519 Jefferson Blvd.) at 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 13. The program is free and open to all
who care to attend, and I strongly feel the
Lord’s hand in this.

At a time when our country—as well as
the entire planet—is perched on the edge of
the abyss, and when nearly half the Catholics
asked feel their church offers no real answers
tolife’s problems, 1 deeply believe we need to
come together in new and perhaps challeng-
ing ways to tap into the incredible and
mysterious power of Jesus.

Come listen, praise, and worship with
us Jan. 13

Jeffrey A. Purvis
Indianapolis

Searching for
rosary makers

A visitation by Our Blessed Mother has
always been accompanied by great graces.
Her visitation to her cousin Elizabeth resulted
in the sanctification of St. John the Baptist in
her mother’s womb. Her visitation to
Bethlehem brought the child Jesus into the
world to redeem the human race.

And what of her visitation to Fatima in
1917? In our own lifetime we are witnessing
the unexpected sweeping spiritual change
in the godless communist world. This was
no accident. The last few decades have
seen the greatest increase in devotion to
Mary and the rosary in the 2,000-year
history of the church as an antidote for
rampant evil. Every continent on earth is
beggmg for rosaries. In addition. our troops

Arabia and military installations in
the US., such as Great Lakes Naval
Training ‘Center and the Marine Corps
Training Center at Parris Island, are asking
for rosaries.

While the annual production of rosaries
by dedicated volunteer rosary makers
working with Our Lady’s Rosary Makers
has risen from 900,000 in 1970 to 5,500,000
in 1990, rosaries have never been made fast
enough to take care of all the requests.
Thank God the response of the faithful
from ages 9 to 90 over the years has been
tremendous, but many more hands are
needed.

If any of your readers would like
information about making rosaries with
mission groups they may send a self-
addressed stamped envelope to the
address below.

Lawrence B. Severson
P.O. Box 3082
Albany, N.Y. 12203

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

‘Let go—and let God’

by Fr. John Catoir
Director, The Christophers

Pleasure is such a wonderful gift, it's no
wonder we all desire it. But pleasure can be
deceptiv
All eanhly pleasure is subject to the law

deep within for that
connection with the Almighty. But some-
times distractions or surface emotions
become barriers.

These barriers, however, can be posi-
tive, too, if we're resourceful. Simone Weil,
the intellectually precocious French mystic
and social philosopher, made an important
point about separation with the following
example, taken from a novel, “The Small
Room, "’ by May Sarton.

In Sarton’s book a professor loosely
translates some words by Weil for academic
colleagues: “Two prisoners in contingent
cells communicate by blows struck on
the wall. The wall is what separates them
but also what permits them to communi-
cate. So it is with us and God. Every
separation is a bond.”’

The "small room” of Sarton’s book is a
place where faculty members deal with
their relationships with students and each
other, but it is also a metaphor for
individual consciences, individual souls.

Our “small rooms’’ can be prisons or
they can be places of peace and communi-
cation with oneself, others and, most of all,
God. If emotional or other barriers make us
teel isolated, we can be sure that
GODISNOWHERE—God is now here—in
spite of what we or anyone else might at
first perceive

of returns. Ask the drug addict
who spends his or her
life trying to repeat the
first high.

The underlying prin-
ciple of Buddhism is
that the cause of all
misery is selfish desire;
therefore the path to hap-
piness is in the elim-
ination of selfish desire.

Fulfilling one’s rea-
sonable and morally
proper desires and preferences is a neces-
sary part of healthy living. Problems occur
when your attachment to a particular
pleasure gets out of control

Try asking yourself: “How selfish have 1
become because of this pleasure? Does it rule
my behavio? Am I hurting anyone or
becoming uncharitable because of it>”" Once
you confront the ““demon,” the battle is
engaged. But if you become obsessed with the
moral struggle, going on a holy crusade, you
tend to give it power over you

The late Father Anthony De Mello, a
Jesuit from India who specialized in
Buddhism, offered a more subtle formula
tor dealing with these attachments which
turn into selfish desires. Do not try to

uproot”” them, he said. You don't achieve
any spiritual result by pretending you can

pull up the desire and cast it off. Simply let
it ripen; look at it and see it for what it really
is: a dead weight on the soul. Then when
you feel ready, let it “drop” like an
over-ripe fruit. Be done with it.

A similar principle in the 12-step program
of Alcoholics Anonymous puts the emphasis
ona power greater than oneself. By turning

the problem over to God, however one
understands him, the will is set against the
vice, but only indirectly.

The key, accotdmg to De Mello, is in

ding that these h and
cravings are ruining g'our happiness. So
why continue them? When the mind
reaches maturity and clarity the will
follows. He advises you not to oppose the
selfish desire too quickly because in doing
s0 you tend to dramatize it. By coming to a
new level of understanding, you begin to
desire freedom more than bondage; you
begin to see the pleasure you crave more as
a burden than a source of joy.

God must be the source of your
strength. He is there at every stage of
growth waiting for you to realize that you
are powerless without him. Spiritual
poverty is the beginning of healing. When
you allow the Lord to become your
strength and your joy, you will be able to
enjoy the pleasures of life without becom-
ing a slave to them.

(For a free copy of the Christopher News
Notes, “Kicking the Habit: Twelve Steps to
Recovery,”” send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to The Chnistophers, 12 E. 48 St., New
York, N.Y. 10017.)

(Father Catoir’s ““Christopher Close-
Up” can be seen each Sunday at 6:30 a.m
on WISH, Channel 8 in [ndmndpnhs )
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Ever met a likeable zealot?

by Cynthia Dewes

I met a zealot the other day, and the
experience was <o dramatic it was almost
biblical in proport. 1. Reminded me of
Simon the Zealot. But then, abrasive
intensity 1s the usual
situation with zealots.

You know what a
zealot is; someone who
snuck up on an idea,
turned the corner at
opinion and eventually
emerged, wild-eyed,
from a dense thicket of
conviction

Zealots are people
with whom it is almost
impossible to have a conversation on
certain subjects. They are sure beyond any
fragment of doubt that the cause they
espouse is not only the most important and
correct, but is morally superior to any other
since God entered history. (If he did. This
is undoubtedly a negotiable matter where
one or two zealots are gathered together.)

Now, zealots look ordinary enough.
They have children and grandchildren,
they go to work by day and sleep at night,
they eat macaroni and cheese and drink
orange juice, just like the rest of us

)

i

But look out! Unless you've been
warned about them in advance, or you
happen to share their convictions, you may
find that zealots will turn on you, like
Dracula at full moon

We may be conversing pleasantly with
someone with whom we are recently
acquainted, exchanging the usual trivial
anecdotes and life stories. “Oh yes, we
belong to that parish,”” we'll say, or,
“‘Our children seem to be doing well at
such-and-such a school.”

But lo! We mention (what turn out to be)
buzzwords like “discipline’” or “‘teen-
ager”” or “dating’” and all hell breaks loose.
We are verbally skewered before we can
even agree that the first is necessary, the
second is often inscrutable, and the third
sure ain’t what it used to be.

Even when we agree with them,
zealots are sometimes too much to
stomach. A friend who is an ardent

anti-nuke person once met a zealot of the
same persuasion at a dinner party. The
zealot was so offensively intense that our
friend started a wicked argument in
defense of nuclear power

He brilliantly enumerated point after
point of the pro-nuclear agenda. All of
these arguments were personally
anathema to him, but he was driven to
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“Valerie Dillon’s open approach to today’s girls on issues relating to sexuali-
ty is refreshing and welcome. 1 especially commend the non-judgmental tone
of this book, the inclusion of touchy arcas like AIDS, the author’s supportive

invitation for today’s girls to respect their own bodies and selv

Becoming
A Woman
Basic Information, Guidance,
and Attitudes on Sex for Girls
Valerie Dillon

Family 1ife Director
Archdiocese of Induanapolis

“Communicating with teens and preteens is
an art, and Valerie Dillon does it uncom
manly well. She talks to girls about their
sexuality in terms that are credible, down
to-carth, and faithful to the best of Catho-

lic teaching
“As young people grow up in an increas
ingly dangerous environment, they need
help from adults who have credibility and
can make a convincing case for sexual re

sponibility.”
REV. JAMES DIGIACOMO, S ]

Fordham University Prep

BECOMING
AN

worked th
The author trea
needed call to

This is a book for which you hat
looking, the book at which boys ought t

been

This is as good a volume on this topic as
you are likely to find
CATHOLIC NFW YORK
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= DOLORES CURRAN, Columnist

Author of Traits of a llealthy Family

Becoming

1 Woman

Taper, 1
“A good book about u difficult topic, blend-
ing morality with an honest, open, and pos-
itive consideration of what it means to be a
complete woman. Valerie Dillon is pleased
and happy about being a woman, ard she
shares her enthusiasm with those who are
privileged to read her book. I was captivat
ed by the readable, straightforward ap-
proach.”
JAMES A KENNY, Clinical Psyehologist

Becoming A Man
Basic Information, Guidance,
and Attitudes on Sex for Boys
Rev. William |. Bausch

sok written by a mature male who hus obviously
ugh the pain and joy of being a sexual human being
promiscuity with good-sense teaching und a
disciplined delay” for the teenage male
a Man will be a must in the area of teaching sexuality courses, ds
well as required reading for fathers and sons 0

Becoming

TTIHOFFMAN
Tuman Sexuality

Coatinator 6f Bd\cation s

the author provides teens,
teachers
combination of morally based biological

parents

and counselors with a superb

information, proper cocabulury sugges

tions, intimate insights, and a delightful
lace of humor.
MARRIA

pursue them until he finally bested the
enraged zealot, who fled from the table
with wailing and gnashing of teeth. Our
friend’s satisfaction at deflating a zealot in
mid-frenzy was greater even th-  his
aversion to nuclear power.

That was fun. But encountering a zealot
with whom we disagree totally is enough to
turn a Chia pet gray. Seeing members of
the Aryan Nation, or Planned Parenthood
president Faye Waddleton or the late Rabbi
Kahane demonstrating their vitriolic zeal
on TV makes the blood rise. The worst part
is, we tend to want to respond in kind

Our grandson, who is two, is known in
the family as ivir. Opinion. He may grow
up to be a zealot, but we figure he’ll learn
instead to listen and learn and value the
good in a milder way.

We have no idea where his infant zeal
came from, since we are such a rea-
sonable group. Just don’t mention the
bre of AT&T or congressional
integrity at our house

Vips...

Bill Crawford, a long-time volunteer at
St. Patrick Parish in Terre Haute, was
honored recently with the Outstanding
] Volunteer Service

Award given annually
to individuals and
M £V groups by the Terre

ak-

Haute Chamber of
Commerce. A widower
and World War I vet-
eran, Crawford under-
went emergency sur-
gery for cancer at age 91,
but recovered fully and
returned to his volunteer duties. He is
known at St. Patrick as “head collection
counter.”” He also does odd jobs in the
parish office and drives shut-ins to Sunday
Mass

Catherine Bielski has been named as
the first full-time chaplain of St. Vincent
New Hope. She holds a
Master of Divinity
degree from the Catho-
lic Theological Union in
Chicago, and has pro-
vided studies and di-
rection in spiritual de-
velopment at Cathedral
High School for the
past five years. Bielski
is a eucharistic minicter
and member of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Carmel
She and her husband, Leonard, are the
parents of five children.

check-it-out...

Norm and Judy Hipskind will present a
program on ““Deepening Prayer Life for
Couples in Their Mid-Years'" from 7 to 9
p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 20 at Beech Grove
Benedictine Center. The fee is $8 per
couple; registration deadline is Jan. 20. Call
317-788-7581 for more information

The Indianapolis 1990 Follow-Up
Committee will sponsor a day-long
session on “‘Discipleship in the ‘90s”
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
Jan. 26 at the Catholic Center, 1400 N
Meridian Street. Participants will con-
sider what it means to follow Jesus in the
90s, and coordinate the evangelization
efforts of groups throughout the arch-
diocese. A tree-will offering will be taken
Call 317-236-1489 tor details

Pictured above is ‘‘The Resurrection,” a
work by South Bend iconographer Sharon
Gill Jones which is included in “From East
to West: Catholic Icon-Writing,”” an exhibi-
tion of contemporary Eastern Christian
icons by Catholic iconographers. The
exhibit will be displayed in the Krannert
Drawing Room of Purdue University in
West Lafayette from Wednesday, Feb. 13
through Tuesday, March 19. St. Joseph
Sister Joan Roccasalvo will speak on “‘The
Spirituality of the Icon”” at a free lecture and
reception at 4 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 15 in
Krannert Auditorium at Purdue. St. Mon
ica parishioner Michael Perigo is co-chair-
man of the exhibition, which is sponsored
jointly by the Religious Arts Festival and
Purdue University Galleries.

A justice and peace workshop on the
theme ‘‘Creating a New Dimension:
Justice and Peace in Religious Education”’,
for persons involved in parish religious
education and youth ministry, will be
presented from 9 am. to 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, Feb. 26 at the Ramada Inn in
Columbus. Sponsored by the Association
of Parish Administrators of Religious
Education (APARE) and the Office of
Catholic Education, the workshop will
center on justice and peace issues in
religious education and Catholic social
teaching. Call Ann McGuire at 317-236-
1448 for more information.

First- and second-graders at St. Ga-
briel School in Indianapolis were shown
on WRTV-Channel 6 on Dec. 19 perform-
ing sign language to the music of Bette
Midler’s song “‘From a Distance.” The
song conveys the message that God
constantly watches over us “‘from a
distance.”” The children ‘s performance
was videotaped in front of a background
show of slides. Copies of the tape were
sent to President F'ush and to service men
and women in the Middle East

St. Anthony Parish, 359 N. Warman
Ave. will begin an Inquiry Class series at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 10 in Ryan
Hall, south of the church. The series will
explain the teachings of the Catholic
Church for Catholics and non-Catholics
and will continue for six months. Call
317-636-4828 for more details.

The Day Nursery will sponsor Free
Workshops on Providing Child Care in
Your Home from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the
following evenings: January 14 and 29,
February 12 and 26, March 12 and 26, April
9 and 23, May 14 and 28, and June 11 and
25. The workshops will be held in Room 2
of the English Foundation Building, 615 N
Alabama Street and will cover: how to get
necessary licenses, how to set up business,
and how to qualify for government
reimbursement for meals, free client refer-
ral and access to a free toy-book lending
library. Call 317-636-5727 or 317-631-4643 to
register

PERFORMERS—Students
from five Indianapolis Cath-
olic schools who were in the
Butler University presenta-
tion of the “Nutcracker”
ballet at Clowes Hall are
(from left): Katie Schelle,
Immaculate Heart; Kristi Au-
tajay, St. Luke; Chris De-
guisto, St. Mark; Anne Marie
Weber, St. Thomas Aquinas;
and Lisa Kaczmarek, St. Pius
X. Other Catholic students
who attend public schools
were also among the 11 girls
and six boys who took part in
the ballet show. (Photo by
Eileen Kaczmarek)
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Jesuit priest goes back to Honduras ministry

by Margaret Nelson

Jesuit Father

nt updat
aittended a Jesuit
Brazil last spring and a

t the Univer

pay a secretar

and help

¢
fund a sacristan

He explained, “It's like
»e. The

walking a

rich in the town say that the
poor won't work and that’s why they're
poor. It causes conflict. We try to keep the
rich people happy and coming to churct
But we still try to help the poor

he priest has seen some physical
t went to Central
ements make it a
wd, but the n,
had to rebuild a washed-out
before the archbishop could co
confirm more than 2,000 people in

Another advan > for Father Willmer-
ing is that Honduras can now be dialed
the U.S

Life is a little easier,”” Father Willmer
ing said. “But you discover that the poor
people aren't living any better.”

‘Little by little the church is making
progress. There are more vocations,”” he
said. He explained that ““in the 70s, there
were 100 students in the semirary in
Honduras, mostly from Costa Rica or El
Salvador. Now it is filled up with
Hondurans. If this continues, we will have
some Hondurans to take our place.”’

He said that the Jesuit novitiate in
Panama has twice as many applicants as it
can take

But everything in Honduras seems to
favor the rich getting richer and the poor to
grow poorer. Father Willmering displayed
a photo of a parishioner who went to town
with a few hundred dollars that the native
Indians had made growing com. He was
sent to buy flour and supplies for a
cooperative store they wanted to open. He
also had some clothes to sell for the people
of the village

The police stopped the man, accusing
him of stealing the goods. They jailed him
and kept everything. What the authorities
took from him represented nearly the
amount of income the whole village would
make in a year. Father Willmering said

They can't trust the police.”

Other cooperative projects have pro-
gressed slowly. A store is now in place with
each family responsibile for one thing, such

advances since he
America. Road imprc

e easier to get aro

direct fron

as flour, soap, et¢

what to buy,” Fat

They get together on
Efforts on a
ch the people got

T 84

sipe. have been slowed by the
oncrete reservoir
e new land reform laws are not
soor. This legislation entitles
SOMe but mits

Father W

es the other.”” The

Imering said, “‘On

attorneys are
f the wealthy people that Father
f only Il help, a

ne lawyer wt
to travel from El Progresc

who has

four priests covers 11
the town, with th

the assistance
sisters. The team plans the
ministry for the entire district. ‘It makes
more sense for us to split up,”” he said

That way we can multiply the number

of Masses

eligiou

In our situation, the parish is the center
of their lives,”” Father Willmering said
We train people to celebrate the Word
The sisters teach catechism to the kids
They work with the women’s clubs and

teach ¢ in sewing, gardening and
health. The radio schools are going
strong.”” He explained that all the people
come into town to take the marriage
encou classes together

The ministry team works to teach the
people their legal rights, especially under
the land reform law. They have formed a
human rights commission and obtained a
lawyer to teach people their basic rights
and show them what they can do when
an injustice is committed. The people
learn how to defend themselves against
torture and abuse

Father Willmering said, “‘We have
thousands of men who are real active in the
church. They read the Bible. The bishop
said, ‘Let's get the men to celebrate the
Liturgy of the Word." If the women can
read, they teach religion to the kids. If not,
they help out by decorating the chapel and
other work."”

Some of the rich people are “torn
between their loyalty to the church and
their loyalty to their families and prop-
erty,”” he said
The government has improved roads
and held elections, but that doesn’t help
the poor people,”” said Father Willmer-
ing. “I don’t know how they survive
The kids die of malnutrition and disease
There is a lot of migration from the rural
areas to the city.”’

He said, ' The most encouraging thing is
that the Catholic people are organized and
committed to do the work of the church
They volunteer their time and come for
courses that will make their lives better.”

When he was ordained in 1958 Father
Willmering said, I wanted to go where
there was the most need.” The Yoro parish
in Honduras seems to fit that description

COUNCIL MEET—Native Hondurans gather at the church for a paiish council meeting.

(Photo by Jesuit Father John Willmering)

1 : o 0

HONDURAN—Bishop Hector Enrico Santos presides at the confirmation of about 200
people at Mejia, Honduras, with Father John Willmering of Indianapolis at his right. The

Jesuit priest just returned to the Central American country after a year of study.
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Pope’s message protests religious intolerance

by John Thavis
Cathelic News Service

VATICAN CITY— Religious intolerance
is still alive in many parts of the world
today, especially in countries where a
single religion aims to become the law of
the state, Pope John Paul I said in a World
Day of Peace message. The World Day of
Peace was celebrated Jan. 1

““The identification of religious law with
civil law can stifle religious freedom,”’ the
pope said. He apparently was referring to
attempts to install Islamic law in several
predominantly Muslim nations.

The papal message urged nations to
pass laws that protect freedom of con-
science and give religious minorities ample
opportunity to worship and evangelize

Despite recent gains in religious free-
dom throughout the world, there are still

too many attempts at religious repres-
sion,”” the pope said

The pope said intolerance on religious
issues is a serious threat to peace, and “‘the
excesses to which intolerance can lead has
been one of history’s most painful les-
sons.” That lesson has special relevance

today, as mass migration is quickly
changing the religious and social make-up
of local populations.

“Unfortunately, we are still witness-
ing attempts to impose a particular
religious idea on others, either directly,
by a proselytism which relies on means
which are truly coercive, or indirectly, by
the denial of certain civil or political
rights,” he said

In particular, he said, “‘extremely sensi-
tive situations arise when a specifically
religious norm becomes, or tends to
become, the law of the state.”

As is usual in such documents, the poge
did not mention individual countries by
name. But he has previously expressed
concern at efforts to impose the Shariah,
Islamic law, in several African, Middle
Eastern and Far Eastern countries where
Christians are a mmunz

The pope warned that in some places
individuals or minorities who seek to
follow their consciences are oppressed or
relegated to the margins of society. This
leads to a monolithic vision of civil and
cultural life, he said.

Nor is it enough for ethnic or religious
minorities to be “protected”” and “‘thus
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reduced to the category of legal minors or
wards of the state,”” the pope said. Their
inalienable right to profess and practice
their own faith must be acknowledged and
guaranteed, he said

Intolerance can also result from “‘the
recurring temptation of fundamentalism,”’
which easily leads to serious abuses such as
forced conversions, he said

“However much one may remain
convinced of the truth of one’s own
religion, no person or group has the right to
attempt to repress the freedom of con-
science of those who have other religious
convictions,”” the pope said

He also denounced the practice of
offering or denying people social privileges
and rights if they refuse to convert. On the
other hand, he said, in some places severe
penalties are imposed to prevent people
from converting of their own free will.

The pope acknowledged that the
church’s  history includes epxsodes of

The pope also welcomed recent inter-
national statements on religious freedom,
but added, “In the absence of corres-
ponding legal guarantees expressed in
appropriate forms, these declarations are
all too frequently doomed to remain a dead
letter.’

One specific area requiring state guar-
antees is religious education, which is
essential to formation of consciences, he
said.

The pope’s defense of religious liberty as
the “most fundamental” of human rights
was based on the church’s teaching about the
inviolability of the individual conscience. No
human authority has the right to interfere
with the conscience, he said.

That means that people must not
attempt to impose their own truth on
others, he said

“‘Truth imposes itself solely by the force
of its own truth,”” he said.

But he d that conscience “‘is not

religious conflict and
The chupch’s firm teaching, however, is
that no tone should be compelled to adhere
to rejigiouss baliefs.

H* &so warned that “paradoxically,
those who were once victims of various
forms of intolerance can, in their turn, be in
danger of creating new situations of
intolerance.”” This must be avoided today,
*'no matter how difficult reconciliation with
the former oppressor may be,”” he said.

The pope said recent world events have
confirmed the importance and power of
religious belief—so much so that “every
attempt to ban or crush what a person
holds most dear risks fueling open or latent
rebellion.”’

“In nations where religion was
hindered or even pprsecuted in an attempt
to treat it as a refix £ the past, it has once
more proved to be a powerful force for
liberation,”” he sais

an absolute placed above truth and error.””
For Christians, he said, there remains the
duty to form a conscience to the truth as
proclaimed by Christ and the church

To claim that one has the right to act
according to conscience, but without
acknowledging this duty, “in the end
means nothing more than imposing one’s
limited personal opinion,” he said.

The Christian also should be aware of
the force of revelation when grappling with
questions of conscience, he said.

““How modest must he be in regard to
his own limited insight. How quick must
he be to learn, and how slow to
condemn,”” he said.

““One of the constant temptations in
every age, even among Christians, is to
make oneself the norm of truth,” the
pope said.

Salvadoran_s hope for peace

by John Thavis
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY—Despite the devasta-
ting effects of an 1l-year-old civil war,
Salvadorans celebrated Christmas this year
with real hope for peace and justice in 1991,
Auniliary Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez
said
We believe there are good reasons why
we should have hope,” Bishop Rosa
Chavez, auxiliary bishop of San Salvador,
said in an interview with Vatican Radio
Dec. 26
We have to have a postwar outlook. It
is possible and even probable that peace

|

will be reached. That's what the people are
requesting. That's what everyone wants,’"
he said.

He said he hoped next Christmas would
be celebrated in a spirit of harmony,
progress, justice and reconciliation. This
year, he said, the holiday was painful for
the thousands of families who have lost
members to death, disappearance, prison
or exile during the conflict.

“'These are all situations that make our
families and our country suffer,” he said

Peace talks arranjed in 1990 between
the rebel Farabund:» Marti National Libera
tion Front and El Salvador’s government
stalled at the end of the year. About 75,000
peopie have died in the civil war
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CHURCH MUST ADDRESS NEEDS

Immigrants flee from
poverty, persecution

Patricia Elizondo
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It's amazing the comments from
people, the incredible joy they feel to be in
contact with their imagery,”” Father Elizon
do said. “I think the church needs to
incorporate these things, to make the
immigrant feel welcome

Father Elizondo said when the new
immigrants see their imagery, language
and customs in the Mass, they see that their
values are regarded as important

Various forms of assistance to the new
immigrants are needed in the church, he
said. And there is a need to help them

network,”’ to provide opportunities for
them to meet other immigrants like them-
selves and others who might be able to assist
them in finding employment, for example.

‘We really need centers where they can
meet, interconnect, communicate with
their family back home,” he said. Needed
are ;nh(-\ that welcome them, networks
that w with them
Father Elizondo said he thinks the
1ation encountered by the new immi-
ants on - the different
from that encountered by earlier waves of
immigrants. During the influx of Euro-
peans to the United States in the early part
of the century, monasteries from the

whole is greatly

INCULTURATION—The Catholic Church needs to incorporate the imagery, language,
and customs of the new immigrants in the Mass to make them feel welcome. New
immigrants also need centers where they can meet and network for jobs, housing, and
other necessities. (CNS photo by Chris Sheridan)

various Old World countries set up
welcoming centers where the newly ar-
rived were housed, introduced them to the
local community, and aided in their job
search

These Catholic centers facilitated the
adjustment and minimized the level of
stress for the newcomers, he said.

For the immigrants from Europe,’” he
said, ’the church very much accompanied

them and set up almost ‘rest stops,” you
might call them, in homes where they
would be welcomed, where there would be
people from the old country, where they
would be helped in a transition that would
take two or three generations.””

It is a matter of ‘seeing that God comes
in the person of the immigrant, the poor,
the priest said, “and that in welcoming
them we're welcoming God.”

What creates a
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Welcome newcomers to parish

that help us in our faith development.” (Eleanor Irvine,
* Grosse Pointe, Michigan)

church

Bend, Indiana)

on three sides, it's friendlier.” (Auneite Conklin, South
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Try new approaches to
welcome newcomers

by Fr. Herb Weber

Last

to Detroit to take a Nicaraguan fa

I drove an hour and a half

major league baseball game. Since |

Tigers tan, the action was not heroic. But

tor the immugrant family, the experience

was a dream come true
Unlike most Latin American

U ¢

where soccer 1s king, N
to idealize baseball. My Nicaraguan friends
speak little English but know every position
ind play as they use a novel vocabulary like
el pitcher’” or “‘un jon run

Attending that baseball game ieminded
me of the great ethnic diversity that has
characterized the United States. People of
so many nationalities, backgrounds and
Jlanguages have called this land their own

For most of Catholic history in t
United States, the church has been a hav
for immigrants. Although not necessari.y
in the mainstream of society—perhaps
the church was not in the
am—people of many nationalities
red around their churches as places to
belong and for help in adjusting to a new

Str

life in a new land

In the last
Cathol
they are no longer on the fringes of
society. As a group, members of the
hurch are highly educated and well-rep
resented in all professions and careers.

The dilemma that arises, then, is where
the new immigrants might go for accept
nce and support if the church seems too
affluent for them

If natives of Latin America, Asia and the
Middle East enter ow parishes, then those
parishes will have to adapt in order to be
truly welcoming or the newcomers will
never teel at home

century

however have discovered that

One parish that continues to struggle
and integrating its
incorporated Span.
) the liturgy and supports
ms such as the Guadalupe
celebration on Dec. 12. Such actions by
parishes indicate a certain sensitivity and
help others in the church to appreciate the
richness of the immigrants’ traditions.

But what about a middle-class exper
ience of faith? Is it the only way faith can be
known? Because there are other ways of
perceiving God and religion, parishes are
seeking ways to extend themselves to make
room for others beyond themselves. But
the process challenges people and their
usual ways of doing things

Recently I talked to a man from India
who also had lived on the continent of
Africa. After about a year in this country
he sized up the *“American”’ style of living
as cold and impersonal because no one had
time to talk or be present to others. While
he was talking, | felt impatient because |
knew | was late for my next appointment
But that proved his point

In addition to allowing cherished life
styles to be challenged, parishioners are
discovering that waiting for others to
present themselves at the church doors
won’t be enough. Aggressive action to
reach out is called for

If the church seems austere or intended
for others, immigrants will absent them-
selves, no matter what they feel about their
faith Like all outreach programs, people
going out to meet the immigrants fare best
if they are the best of listeners, willing to
learn from the newcomers

As the newcomers in our midst start to
feel more at home, their presence will give
v vitality to the whole parish
(Father Wet tor of St Thomas More
Bowling Green, Ohio.)

with ways of accepting

arish

WELCOMING—Like all outreach programs, those people going out to meet the
immigrants fare best if they are the best of listeners, willing to learn from the newcomers

to help them feel welcome in the parish. (CNS photo by Les Fetchko)
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FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

The Sunday Readings

Sunday, January 6, 1991

Isaah 60:1-6 — Ephesians 3

by Fr. Owen F. Campion
The prophecy of Isaiah provides this
expressive feast of the church with its

This reading comes trom the
of the book of Isaiah, composed

w prophets interested

tirst reading
third p.

n s Jews who
lived in the Persian
province  of Judea
Many had been ho "
stages in Babylon, or at ¥
least they had bec ~_
b in
the
|

whelmed

powerful

Persians, under Cyrus, the hostages were
od. They returned home.

morc

Returning home was more exciting in
nticipation than in its reality. Home was
hardly a place of prosperity
Politically, they still were serfs of the ruling
Persians. It was not altogether the best
but it was not the worst either
the exiles once more at

limitless

situation,
After all

were

home, in their own land
The authors of Third Isaiah celebrat. <the
best of the situation. They proclaim God’s

power and goodness, are grateful that
God's people once more dwell on the land
them, and God’s
; ation that freedom from
the dreary days of Babylon surely came as
God's gift. In response, they insisted,
God’s people must be devoted and loyal
They must live so that their lives shine as a
star in an otherwise dark night

W gave summon

ople to the

For the second reading of this feast of
Epiphany, the Liturgy of the Word
presents a section from the Epistle to the
Ephesians. Although founded by a Jew
who called other Jews to be his chief

witnesses, and numbering Jews as its first
onverts, Christianity came very early in its
his on including persons of
many backgrounds. Life in the Roman
Empire had its drawbacks unless there was
the good tortune of being a Roman citizen
but-—as Paul’s own experience demonstrat
ed-—Roman citizenship could not protect
against every mishap. For ordinary people
lite uncertain and crowded with
humiliation, want, and anxiety

However, living in the Roman Empire
had at least one advantage for the first
Christian missionaries. They could move
from place to place within the empire
without official interterence. That move
ment indeed occurred. By the last part of
the first century, Gentiles were numerous
in the church, despite its singularly Jewish
roots,

The epistle to the Ephesians tells its
readers that they, Gentiles, are heirs with
Jews of salvation. The redemption wrought
by Jesus long had been promised to Jews by
God. But it was a redemption not limited to
Jews. All could taste the sweet waters of
salvation

St. Matthew’s Gospel is the source this
weekend of the Gospel reading. The
reading 1s the treasured and familiar story
of the Magi. Who were the Magi? It is
difficult to say. Were they kings, or wise
men, or astrologers? No one now can say
Their personal identities are not as impor-
tant as the fact that they were foreigners
They moved across some distance, from
aftar, to find the Lord. They brought him
kinglv gifts. When they arrived, they were
received by the infant’s mother, Mary, with
her child. They symbolize the fact that no
one is excluded from God's love

Guiding these puzzling visitors to the
Lord’s cradle was a star. Some go to great
extremes to prove that the star in the
story was this or that star or planet, or

ny to be a

was

What is it like to feel rootless?

by David Gibson
Catholic N

What 1s it like to feel rootless in a new
community?

1t could be terrifving. Networks of support
and affirmation accompany that sense that
community

one really “belongs” to a

Lacking these, a person could feel lost

This is what 1t 1s like at times for our new
immigrants. This, too, is partly what makes
religious sects so appealing to new immi-
grants. Sccts offer them a sense of warmth
and acceptance

Statistics compiled for countless offi
cial church rey that, if immi
grants don’t find a sense of belonging in
their Catholic parishes
these newcomers to America frequently
seek it in sects

rts show

one place—ir

Acceptance of the
than

new immigrants
warm smiles and

handshakes, though a warm atmosphere in

mvolves more

parish life is vital

A spirit of welcome even requires

more than help and assistance to the new

immigrants. But. of course, a willingness

BELONG!NG—Newcomers know when a
spirit of welcome is present.

to accompany them as they chart their
course in a new society is essential

Still. a full sense of belonging only
comes when people feel that their voices
their insights, customs, wishes—are res
pected and heard

When a spirit of welcome is present
people become partners in the commun
ity's ongoing life

Dawtd Gibson edits Faith Alive!

MY JOURNEY TO GOD
Presence

Closing my eyes
I'm caught
in dark and endless ways
1 never made
and it's you
1 sense
creating me still

. in the deep within.
I hear my name
and 1 know
1 am eternal.

—Sandra Marek Behringer

(Sandra Behringer is a member of St. Luke
Church in Indianapolis.)

several stars or planets as they aligned
themselves in the or perhaps an
especially bright meteor. The questions
about the star are hardly as important as
the process which the star served. That
process was to present Jesus to the world
Such was God’s plan. In a world dark as
night, the Lord is a bright star, warming
and enlightening

sky

Reflection

Long has this feast of the Epiphany
been among the most favorite of the
Christian feasts. In many cultures, it is a
feast more important to the culture and to
people’s faith than Christmas itself. With
these readings, the church magnificently
does justice to the feast. The readings are
eloquent and rich in meaning

Symbolic of the feast is the star of
Bethlehem, which, in the Gospel story
led the Magi to the Lord. The light of
faith, and of wisdom, leads people to the
Lord. Once a glimpse of him is had, all
other things retreat into the meaningless
of the dark. He becomes the anlv light
As the Magi moved across distances in

their quest, so do Chrishans move
through life. Very often, they cross
unfriendly and uncharted areas. They

might even meet uncaring and actually
vicious people such as Herod. But always
the light of Jesus guides them to God
““Epiphany”’ is an English rendering of
the Greek word that means a manifesta
tion on earth of God. In Jesus, God
manifested himself to us and to all

While born in a Jewish circumstance
of a parent, descended from
centuries of Jews, Jesus brought a
salvation not limited in its ethnic or
national scope. Jesus came to us all. He

Jewish

manifested God's love to us all
Eagerly, and confidently, every human
being can turn to Jes To every
human being, the Lord “ame in the

Incarnation, in epiphany

The first reading, from Third Isaiah, is
most compelling. It reminds us that God
comes as relief and hope not just to the
powerful and the successful, but most
especially to the downtrodden and the
helpless. Since as Christians, as bearers of
the Lord’s truth and mercy, we still
manifest God to others, Third Isaiah sets
our agenda. As Christians, we especially
are to manifest the Lord who have the least
and need the most of his love
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VIEWING WITH ARNOLD

Redford gambles and
loses big in ‘Havana’

by James W. Amold

Havana svokes a4 major movie
tradition: a love story set in an exotic
foreign city as a government falls apart
history’s losers panic, and the crowds
rush in to tear dc the decadent
structure of the collapsing regime

Do atfairs of the heart matter, against
the backdrop of such cosmic events?

This time, of course, it's Cuba during
Christmas week in 1959, when the right-
wing decadence of Batista was about to be

Recent USCC
Film Classifications
Awakenings .........
The Borfire of the Vanities .
The Godfather Part 111
Green Card .

Not Without My Daughter ..
The Russia House ..

nd: AL a paccnsge: A
adolescents; A-ll— ; A-IV-
reseryations; O offensive. A high recom-

‘mendation from the is indicated by the %
before the title. s

replaced by the as yet unknown left-wing
malevolence of Castro

Director Sydney Pollack’s $45-million
movie catches the mood reasonably well
especially at the New Year's Eve party
when the wealthy, hearing that Batista has
fatler;, rush into the streets to find their
off without them in their

drivers goin
expensive cars

But the focus, “‘Casablanca’’like, is on
the romance between amoral American
gambler Robert Redford and Lena Olin, the
beautiful Swedish-born wife of a charis
matic but soon apparently mur
dered supporter of the revolution (played
by Raul Julia)

She's also dedicated to the cause, but
you want to cry. After all, we do
know this is Castro they ‘re backing (not the
French Resistance). She describes the cause

wealthy

not so

vhat underwhelmingly) as “not an
idea but a feeling of being part of
something more than yourself like a

s01g some people sing together

We get an idea of their ditferent feelings
when torture by police is intercut with his
bedroom antics with a couple of women
tourists from the states

‘Havana’’ works on paper but not on
the screen. Redford falls so hard he gives
up everything, including Olin, but he really
never works up to credibility, either as a
cynic or later as a romantic capable of so
much sacrifice. Olin is a rare combination of

HAVANA ROMANCE—Robert Redford stars as a weather-beaten gambler who falls in
love with actress Lena Olin, the wife of an aristocratic revolutionary, during the 1958 Cuban
revolution in the new film *“Havana.”” (CNS photo from Universal)

beauty and talent, but the writers have to
work too hard to explain her presence in
this Latin political crisis

Overall, this is a film of some small
pleasures, hauntingly moody city images
(shot in the Dominican Republic), and
wasted supporting efforts by Alan Arkin
(as a Catholic who runs the gambling

casino) and Mark Rydell as mob boss
Meyer Lansky.

“We iavented Havana,”” Lansky rages,

and we’ll move it someplace else if

(Batista) can’t control it.”

That's the old Yankee spirit.

(Sex situations, not recommended.)

USCC classification: A-1Il, adults.

Dillinger movie chronicles life of Hoosier gangster

by Henry Herx
Catholic News Service

The life and times of Depression America’s most wanted
criminal is chronicled in “‘Dillinger, " airing Sunday, Jan. 6
from 9 to 11 p.m. on ABC

The battle between John Dillinger (Mark Harmon) and
the FBI's Melvin Purvis (Will Patton) began with a series of
Indiana bank robberies in the surner of 1933

When Dillinger’s gang cros: ate lines, he became the
FBI’s Public Enemy No. 1. By the summer of 1934, Dillinger
lay dead, cut to ribbons by FBI guntfire as he emerged from
a Chicago movie theater

In recounting the oft-told Dillinger story, this David L
Wolper production emphasizes the period with a certain
fond nostalgia for the colorful gangsters who were a part of
a hard-bitten era

The script by Paul F. Edwards spends a great deal of ime
the ive intelligence, callous disregard for
clivities of the legendary

depicti

human |
bank roboer

nd restless sexual pi

Rupert Wair s direction puts most of its energies
in slam-bang action sequences of robberies and police
shoot-outs, using relatively graphic
periodic interlt
he real nasty of the piece is G-Man Purvis, and Patton’s
performance in the sm all but pivotal role is stronger than
Harmon's Dillinger. Long before the Hoosier gunman lies
street, Harmon's tough-guy strutting has
some
is a less-than-memorable television saga about

sexual scenes as

1

dead in a Chic

aless-th ing criminal. It's y not family fare
but Dillinger fans might enjoy it
TV Programs of Note

Sunday, Jan. 6, 89 p.m. (PBS) “Last Train Across
Canada.’” London Times reporter Murray Sayle takes one of
the last transcontinental railroad trips across Canada in a
two-part premiere of the “Travels” series. The second part
airs on Monday, Jan. 7, from 8-9 p.m

Sunday, Jan. 6, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) “A Room of One’s
Own.” FEileen Atkins performs in this “‘Masterpiece
Theater”” presentation of a one-woman show based on two
lectures delivered by Virginia Woolf in 1928 to the women of
Girton College at Cambridge, Mass.

Sunday, Jan. 6, 9-11 p.m. (NBC) “'Perry Mason: The Case
of the Ruthless Reporter.” Raymond Burr returns as the
courtroom champion of a TV reporter (Kerrie Keane) who is
wrongly accused of murdering the news team’s anchorman
John James). It's likely family fare

Sunday, Jan. 6, 10-11 r.m. (PBS) ‘‘Red Hot.”" Over the
next five nights, the “Soviets’* series explores the changing
mood of the peoples of the Soviet Union as they search for
their national identity. The premiere program reports on the
unrest in Uzbekistan, Armenian earthquake survivors, a
strike by Yaroslavl factory workers, and the return of
Ukrainians to their homes in Chernobyl despite radioactiv-
ity from its nuclear reactor

Monday, Jan. 7, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) “After the Crash."”" This
documentary in ‘The American Experience
examines the year 1932, the most desperate period of the
Great Depression when an army of veterans and their
families marched to Washington to demand *h- cash
bonuses promised by President Herbert Hoover. But w hen
Douglas MacArthur’s troops dispersed the protestors

series

Show asks what it means to be a Hoosier

WEYI Channel 20, the public television station based in
What does it
ine show called

Indianapolis
be a Hoosier”
Across Indiana

Produced by WFYI
on all eight Indiana public television stations

Each week, host Michael Atwood and reporters Titus
Rush, Joann Hall, Tom Beeler and Karen Grau travel the
state in search of the people, places, and passions that make
Indiana uniqu

Along the way

vers the question

during a new weekly mag

Across Indiana’ will air statesvide

they learn the heritage
the traditions that give the people of Ind
regions their distinct character

They also will travel back in time to earlier periods in our
history by exploring archival footage and recollections of
both difficult and pleasant experiences

and experience
a and its many

Each program will feature a variety of segments
that include a main feature, an “‘Indiana Trivia”
spot, on-location visits and interviews, and in-studio
commentary

Gustavo Sagastume, vice president of production for
WEFYI is the executive producer of the new show
‘Across Indiana’” will “’blend heart
journalistic insight into a unique
television program revealing to all Hoosiers the variety
and richness of the Indiana experience

Sagastume said
soul, humor and

Lloyd Wright, WFYI's general manager, describes the
station’s new weekly program as “‘a journey through the
state’” that offers publi television viewers “‘a wealth of
programming by and about citizens of the Hoosier state
and calls “attention to Indiana heritage and personalities.

Americans became convinced that the president had n
compassion for the country’s poor and hungry

Monday, Jan. 7, 9-11 p.m. (ABC) ‘Under Cover.” The
unlikely grcmhc of this series pilot is that the world of spies
is more dangerous today than it ever was during the Cold
War when it easier to tell friend from foe. The series debuts
on Saturday, Jan. 12, 9-10 p.m. and is unlikely family fare

Monday, Jan. 7, 10-11 p.m (PBS) “Awakening.”” The
second “Soviets”” installment explores pockets of resistance
to the Communist party, focusing on the re-emergence of
Russian Christianity, the movement for minority rights in
Armenia, and violent demonstrations in Riga, Latvia

Tuesday, Jan. 8, 4-5 p.m. (CBS) “Lies of the Heart.”” An
all-American high school senior (Christopher Rydell) is
tormented by a guilty conscience after he and his two best
friends flee the scene of a car accident but wants to tell the
truth when he becomes involved with the daughter of the
hit-and-run victim. It’s a cautionary tale in the "“CBS
Schoolbreak Special”’ series for young viewers.

Tuesday, Jan. 8, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) “"Remember iy Lai.’
Rebroadcast of a ““Frontline” program on the 1968 massacre
of over 500 men, women and children in the Vietnam
hamlet of My Lai and its impact on the U.S. soldiers who
took part and the Vietnamese who survived

Tuesday, Jan. 8, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) “Do You Hear Us?’
Part three of the “’Soviets'” series talks with young veterans
of the Afghanistan war and visits such non-conformist
groups as hippies i Latvia, the literary cult surrounding
novelist Bulgakov, and the sinister Pamyat (Memory)
movement

Wednesday, Jan. 9, 89 p.m. (PBS) “‘Cats: Caressing the
Tiger.”” The season premiere of the “National Geographic
Special ” looks at America’s favorite pet—the domestic cat,
which is known for its elegance and independence but
whose behavior is never very far from that of its larger
cousins in the wild

Wednesday, Jan. 9, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) “The Wall.” The
fourth in the ““Soviets’ series focuses ¢7/both organized and
grass-roots opposition to the wall of bureaucracy which
despite perestroika, still surrounds much of Russian life

Thursday, Jan. 10, 89 p.m. (ABC) “Father Dowling
Mysteries.” Father Dow ling (Tom Bosley) and Sister Steve
(Tracy Nelson) try to unravel the mystery of why a voung
woman (Kari Lizer) is going around town impersonating
Sister Steve. It's family fare

Thursday, Jan. 10, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) 'Face to Face.” The
final p-ogram in the “‘Soviets'’ series features the leaders of
the Latvian People’s Front talking about their national aims,
interviews witnesses of the bloody 1988 massacre of
Armenians and Azerbaijanis, and ends with film reports of
demonstrations and riots as Soviet citizens take politics into
their own hands.

(Check local I
director of the U.S
Broadcasting.)

s to verify program dates and times. Herx is
Catholic Conference Office for Film and
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QUESTION CORNER

Can a casket be opened

by Fr. John Dietzen

My grandmother recently passed away. When plan
ning tor her funeral, we requested that the casket be
ied at the back ot the church at the end of Mass
Qur pansh priest said this could not
be. He said the casket could not be
opened and this was not his opinion
but what the church says
Is this correct? | have been to many
Catholic funerals with the casket
opened at the back of the church at the
end of Mass Is this a new rule?
(Anizona)

AI know of no regulation, whether
of the universal church or of any
diocese, that would prohibit opening the casket in church

For example, evening funeral Masses are becom iy
more and more common in some areas. In these
circumstances the visitation is often held in the church
itself before and after the evening Mass, and burial takes
place the following morning

Obviously the body would normally be exposed as in
other visitation or “‘wake’’ hours
On occasion, the casket also is opened before or after

FAMILY TALK
Parents wonder about
child’s fear of flying

by Dr. James and Mary Kenny

Dear Dr. Kenny: We had plans to fly to Florida and
Disney World, but my 11-year-old daughter won’t go. She
wants to go to Disney World, but says she is afraid of
airplanes. She has never flown before. We have tried
everything, but she just cries. We are about ready to give up
our trip. (Indiana)

Answer: Don’t give up your flight. Vacations are a good
idea. Listen to her, but assume from the start that she will
be going with you

Listen to her concerns and fears. Tell her that you
understand, that you too have been scared at times. Touch
and hug her

Reassure her briefly. Airplanes have the best safety
record with the fewest accidents and injuries of any means
of transportation. Planes are safe.

Do not overtalk or overexplain or be overly understand-
ing. You don’t want to give unnecessary attention to her
worries about flying. Children, like all of us, are apt to
continue to say and do things which attract attention

Talk about the details of the vacation. Let her plan some
of the activities. Let her pick out some of the brochures
wvhen you are at the travel agency. Read them with her

Don’t make tun of her if she continues to bring up her
fears. Simply continue to hear her out and recognize that
young children sometimes get afraid

It she says she is not gomg, don’t argue with her. Put

ur arms around her and repeat that you understand she
1s worried and that it’s OK to be afraid

When you are ready to leave for the airport, let her go
n the company of the adult with whom she is least likely
to make a scene. Perhaps her older sister can take her in
hand. Or even an aunt who may not be going along can
e with you to the airport as someone your daughter
behave for
It you

are still co

ned about a last-minute scene
ml the airlines ahead me. Tell a stewardess. Let the
stewardess take your daughter in tow as soon as you
arrive. Most airlines persor at reassurance
and regard it as a pleasant challenge to mollify children

ighter is more likely tc
the stewardess than with you
take your daughter to the
»-pilot
)

» control her feelings with
The stewardess may even
wckpit to meet the pilot and

> on the plane, focus on things to do

ing material and games for the flight. Look
airline magazine together. Or bring along some of her
favorite books and read to her

r some other lap game. Uno
v games to play

and rummy

1sten to music it allowed. Watch the in-flight movie
g special snacks along for interval eating
“»Plan some desirable activity to do as soon as you arrive
Have that to look torward to. Talk about it while you are in
the air
% 1 are afraid of most new things

y school for the first time, staying
d’s house, going to camp. You have
taced such fears betore
Fear of flving is not unique. It 15 just one more childhood
hurdle. Accept the tear and gently move right along
Address questions on fami md child care to be

ansu

219 W. Harnson St

n print to the Kennys,

Rensselaer, Ind. 47978.)

No. 4

1990 by Catholic News Service

the funeral Mass as a favor to friends or relatives who
were unable to be at the visitation the previous evening.

In this manner, it is possible your pastor is dealing with
a local concern, but there is no general law to forbid what
you had planned for your grandmother

I was baptized a Catholic and to this day consider

myself Catholic. After numerous infidelities and men-
abuse, | divorced my husband whom I had married in the
Catholic Church

In acivil ceremony, I remarried a good man who also was
baptized Catholic. We go to Mass together.

After we were married, my present husband’s ex-wife
obtained an annulment so she could remarry in the Catholic
Church.

My husband was informed about this. What is his status?
What is my status? Does this mean | now must apply for an
annulment? (Florida)

in church?

A declaration of annulment means that, for some rea-
son, no valid marriage ever existed between those two
people.

The annulment decision that was requested and
received by his first wife, therefore, means he is as free to
marry in the Catholic Church as she i

You do need to talk with a Catholic priest about your
own first marriage if you wish to return to full
sacramental life in the church. You are not excommuni-
cated. It’s too bad you did not talk with a priest about this
earlier so the process could be taking plac while the
other annulment was under study.

For your own peace of mind and soul, I hope you will
follow my suggestion right away.

(Send questions for this column to Father John Dietzen at
Holy Trinity Parish, 704 N. Main St., Bloomington, IIl.
61701.)

1990 by Catholic News Service
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The Alliance for the Mentally 11l
old a support meeting for
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at Holy Angels

will
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n St. T
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2 Dr Martin Luther
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Everyc

oper
house January 9

uly Planning class will

9.3 p.m
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e invited

held at the
Catholic Center, 1400 N. Meridian
St. Pre-registration required. Call
317-236-1596 for details.

Zigler film series on
witive Kids in a Negative
begins at 7.30 p.m. at St
Lawrence Pansh, 4630 N. Shade-
land Ave. Call 317-5434925 ]anuary 10
St. Vincent Hospital Guild will
hold a business meeting coffee
at St. Luke Church, 7575 Hol-
liday Dr E

January 7
An hour of prayer for peace and
justice is held each Mon. at8 p.m

Reilly asks letter on environment

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Willam K
Reilly, head of the Environmental Protection
Agency, has asked the U.S. Catholic bishops to
write a pastoral letter on the morality of nature
conservation and environmental protection.

‘Little effort has been made in this
American church to address the environ.
ment,”’ Reilly told Catholic News Service in

aDec. 20 interview.
church about the environment.

Reilly has asked the bishops on several
occasions to write a pastoral letter on the
environment, but the bishops have decided
to take a different approach, said john Carr
secretary for the U.S. bishops’ Department
of Social Development and World Peace.

January 11
Exposition of the Blessed Sacra
ment for quiet prayer and reflec-
/ Iv h tion is held each Fri. from 7
You very rarely hearin | ;1\ 53 5., Mass in St. La-

wrence Church, 4650 N. Shade-
land Ave

January 11-13
Benedictine Father Louis Mul-
cahy will present a retreat on
“The Beatitudes, Our Father

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY CLAIMANTS
Fo(;wsablmy Dene"tl:gaar:d at all Ie¢elsmolysgur appeal ca“'l)f

PHILLIP V. PRICE

Attorney At Law
—Statewide Representation—

(317) 638-1468

Member National Organization of Social
Secunty Claimants Representatives

St. Vincent de Paul
Society

Memorial Program

| MEMORIAL GIFTS

EMORATIVE GIFTS

1

BINGO BINGO BINGO
— BINGO AT UNION STATION EVERY TUESDAY —
Largest, Most Technologically Advanced
Electronic Bingo System in the State

10,000 EVERY WEEK
10,
$1,600 COVER ALL (8ased on attendance of 250,
Register before 5:30 and Receive $2.00 off Package Price
Sheets on Sale 5.00 pm
Warm-Ups 6:30 pm
Main Series 716 pm
— NEW PACKAGE DEALS —
$25.00 includes — 24 face Main Series, One Early Bird,
One Bonanza, One Lucky 7
$20 00 includes — 24 face Main Series
$15 00 inciudes — 12 face Main Series
* FREE BONANZA WITH THIS AD
— cALL 634-9282 FOR MORE INFORMATION —
+ Chid Abuse & Camp Sertoma Foundation - Statfed & operated by volunteers

IN UNION STATION GARAGE

?i FREE PARKING

and Golden Rule Meinrad
Archabbey. Call 8 6385

January 12
An Entrance Exam for prospec
tive freshmen will be held at 8
Brebeuf ln\parunr\
Call  317-872-8050 for
details. Placement Tests for pro
spective freshmen will also be
held at Chatard Ritter, Roncalli
and Scecina high schools, Indi
anapolis; and Our Lady of Provi
dence High School, Clarksville

January 13
| Marian Devotions are held at 2
pm. each Sun. in Sacred Heart
Parish  chapel,
Everyone welcome

| Sign Masses for the Deat ai»
| celebrated each week in the
following churches: St. Thomas
Fortville, 8 am.; St. Barnabas,
8300 Rahke Rd., 9 a.m ; St. Joan
of Arc, 42nd and Central, 10:30
am; Holy Spirt, 7243 E. 10th

0a m; and St. Matthe.
umh -ml

Catholic  Aduits Reaching Out

(CARO) will ice skate at Pan Am |

Plaza. Call Theresa 317-3520922
| after Jan. 2 for details

|
|

| A Tridentine Mass will be cele-
| brated at 11 am. in St. John
| Church, 126 W. Georgia St
| o
|

| 6:30 p.m

| Holy Name, Beec!
| SATURDAY;

A Pre-Cana Day
couples will be heid from 12:45
5.30 p.m. at the Catholic Ces
1400 N. Meridian St
Pre-registration  required
317-236-159%

for engaged

The PTO of St. Monica Parish,
6131 N. Michigan Rd. will spon
sor its Monthly Pancake Break-
fast from 8 a.m.-12 noon in the
cateteria. Evervone welcome

Bingos:

MONDAY; St Ann, 6:30 p.m

Our Lady of Lourdes, 6:30 p.m

Si. James, 5:30 p.m. TUESDAY
Roncalli High School, 5:15 p.m
St. Simon, 5:30 p.m; St. Mala
chy, Brownsburg, 630 pm
Msgr. Sheridan K of C Council
6138, 695 Pushville Rd., Johnson
Co., 7 p.m., food served 6 p.m
WEDNESDAY: St.  Anthony
K of C Coundil 437
1305 N. Delaware, 5 pm
THURSDAY; St Catherine
arish hall, 6:30 p.m.; Holy

St
Christopher
Speedway, 6

pamh hall,
ool, at

p.m.; Central Catholic
St. James Church,

h Grove, 5 p.m
Cathedral High
School, 3 p.m.; K of C Council

1305 N. Delaware, 4:30 p.m
SUNDAY; Ritter High School, 6
p.m.; St. Philip parish hall, 3

Roch, 39 p.m

=Drinting

copy centers

WE'RE MUCH MORE THAN QUICK
¢ Quality » Service ¢ Color Printing
e Typesetting  Bindery

onTH soutn
7120 Zionsvile R County Line Mail
(Park 100)297-5817 8822000

DOWNTOWN
34 North Datwwrs 155 Norh Mo
6353939

9, -
American Heart
We're Fighting For Your " e

~

atima retrea| -
houUse

COMMUNICATION
COORDINATOR

Retreat House seeks qualified applicant
to oversee all communication with public
Marketing, public relations and develop-
ment skills necessary
Salary commensurate with Archdiocesan
salary guidelines
Position available immediately.

SEND RESUME TO:

Kevin DePrey, Director
Fatima Retreat House
5353 E. 56th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46226

and Sanctily

Outreach Se
Parent Aw

St. Elizabeth’s

Belief in the Worth
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Freedom of conscience: theological minefield

by John Thavis

Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY—Pope John Paul il unfurled the banner
of freedom of conscience in this year’s World Day of Peace
message. (See article on page 8.) In the process he raised
questions about individual Catholics and church authority

The pope’s 18-page message was a clear and forceful plea
for religious liberty in societies worldwide. But the subtext
on conscience read like a walk through a doctrinal minefield

For the pope, that is of primary importance today—es-
pecially since “‘freedom of conscience”” has come to be
viewed as a loophole of dissent for Catholics who disagree
with specific church teachings.

| Birth control and abortion are two areas where the role of
| the conscience has frequently been invoked in recent years.
On birth control, a common argument is that an individual
| who cannot accept the church’s teaching against contracep-
| tion may follow his or her conscience
That argument is made less often with abortion, which
the church considers to be the taking of innocent human life.

On one hand, the pope strongly defended
conscience as “‘inviolable”” and said that no religious truth
can be imposed. On the other, he argued that Catholics
should feel obligated to form their consciences according to
the truth as taught by the church. They must not confuse the
voice of conscience with “‘one’s limited personal opinion, "’
he said

Those are two sides of a very subtle concept, and the
officials who helped draft the peace message knew they
were venturing onto delicate theological terrain. The phrase
“freedom of conscience’’ has always sparked controversy,
notably during the Second Vatican Council, when some
fathers warned that the idea could be exaggerated, to the
detriment of divine truth

““From the beginning, we were careful in preparing this
dociment to make clear that freedom of conscience does not
mean individuals are free to do as they like,”” said Bishop
Jorge Mejia, vice president of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace. Thus, the peace message stressed that the
duty to correctly form one’s conscience goes hand in hand
with the duty to obey it

Vatican won't restore
Fr. D’Escoto’s powers

by Tracy Early
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK-The Vatican has turned down a request by
the superior of the Maryknoll Fathers that the priestly
faculties of Maryknoll Father Miguel D’Escoto be restored,
the order told Catholic News Service Dec. 20.

““Until such time as Father D’Escoto changes his position,
and is willing to commit himself in writing to obey the
<canonical norms regarding political activity on the part of
ecclesiastics, this office will not take his request to lift the
suspension ‘a divinis’ into consideration,”” wrote Cardinal
Jozef Tomko, prefect of the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples

Father D’Escoto, who served as Nicaraguan foreign
minister, and Father Ernesto Cardenal, minister of culture,
were suspended from priestly ministry in 1985 when they
refused to give up their government posts they had taken
after the Sandinista victory of 1979

As a result of the Feb. 25 victory of Violeta Chamorro
over the Sandinistas and the installation of her government
April 25, Father D’Escoto lett office. Father Willam M
Boteler, the Maryknoll superior, then requested restoration
of his faculties in a letter to Cardinal Tomko June 6.

In a telephone interview Dec. 20, Father Boteler said he
had not been able to reach Father D'Escoto, who lives in a
house in the Nicaryguan capital of Managua with his
90-year-old mother, buit had written him to report receipt of
the Vatican letter and ask for clarification.

To underline this, abortion is one of the few acts punished
with automatic excommunication under canon law.

But some people argue that when the church works to get
civil authorities to outlaw abortion, it is in effect asking states
to impose Catholic religious convictions, not shared by
people of all faiths, on everyone. After all, as the pope said,
“No human authority has the right to interfere with a
| person’s conscience.”
| A Vatican official, reflecting on these issues, said the
pope’s message should not be understood as giving comfort
to dissenters. That would be a “misreading of what he
intended, " said the official, who asked not to be identified.

““Yes, the conscience is supreme—but not as a source of
truth. And yes, a person has to follow his conscience, but a
person does not manufacture truth. A person must learn,
from revelation and other sources,” he said.

Thus the pope in his peace message emphasized ‘‘how
humbly and attentively’’ the individual must listen to his
voice of conscience and ‘*how modest must he be in regard
to his own limited insight.”’ Natural law and Scripture, he
said, constitute ‘‘the call, or rather the command, to love
God and observe his law.”

teaching on birth control, and uses contraceptives?

““Perhaps these persons are not committing personal
sin,” the Vatican official said. “‘But they are committing an
act that is ob)xm'cl{' disordered, and by rejecting the
teaching authority of the church they are cutting themselves
off in a way from the church community.”

But what if a Catholic cannot in conscience accept church i

Therefore, such a decision always has serious con-
sequences for one’s faith, he said.

The church sees abortion as a graver issue, because it
constitutes an intended, direct attack on human life. But
even here it is possible for a person to have what the church
considers a ““misformed’’ conscience and genuinely believe
abortion is not wrong. Even if excommunication is
invoked—and a person must have prior awareness of the
penalty in order for it to take effect—a judgment on personal
sin is “another matter,”” said the Vatican official

In other words, when viewed from a moral standpoint,
abortion is intimately connected with a person’s conscience.

But there is another level, a public side, to the abortion
issue. When the church calls on states to prohibit abortion,
it does so because it considers abortion not just a question of
personal morality or religious belief but of protecting human
life—an essential part of the civil authority’s responsibility
for human rights and the common good.

* Abortion is not a question of faith, but of the sacredness
of human life. That's something all societies have had to
respect as a value,” the official said. Working to make
abortion illegal, for example, is much different from trying
to impose belief in the Trinity—which would certainly be a
violation of freedom of conscience, he said.

The debate over conscience came up during the Vatican
1l discussion on the text of the Declaration on Religious
Freedom. At that time, the prefect of the Holy Office,
Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani, objected to the way ““freedom of
conscience’’ was being presented. ‘“The principle that each
individual has the right to follow his own conscience must
suppose that the conscience is not contrary to the divine
law,”” Cardinal Ottaviani said.

The council’s final text, however, was quite clear. It said:
“It is through his conscience that man sees and recognizes
the demands of the divine law. He is bound to follow this
conscience faithfully in all his activity.”

More than 25 years later, Pope John Paul was apparently
trying to make both points—by defending the conscience as
“inviolable’ but warning Catholics that it can also make
mistakes.
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Cutting edges of adult
life demand maturity

by H. Richard McCord, Jr.

Catholic News Service

Grow old along with me; the best is yet
to be.’

A favorite uncle is fond of quoting this
line from poet Robert Browning at anniver-
saries and other family occasions that mark
the passing of time

But does getting older biologically
always bring an increasing sense of
development and personal fulfillment?

Everyone gets older. Not everyone
grows up. Maturity can come with years,
but it’s not simply a product of time.

Getting older happens without our
willing it and, at times, despite our best
efforts to deny the process.

Maturing, on the other hand, doesn’t
necessarily occur unless we devote some
effort to it.

Itis fairly simple to tell that we're getting
older. It's not quite as easy to measure
growth toward maturity. The process is
less linear and more subtle.

However, there are some general ways
to discuss what it means to be ““growing
up” as an adult

I asked a few friends to describe how
they're striving to become the persons they
feel called to be. What do they consider
their growing edges?

Many talked about “‘relationships.”
Some mentioned trying to develop new
patterns of relating to people that were less
manipulative or self-serving. Being able to
ask for and give personal support were
identified as signs of growing up.

Others told of grappling with the
meaning of intimacy, perhaps for the first
time. This could involve “‘reinventing” a
marital relationship on the basis of friend-

ship and respect, rather than on physical
attraction and dependence.

For parents it could mean renegotiat-
ing expectations with adult children
They, in turn, were conscious of building
new bridges to their aging, more depend-
ent parents

Some spoke of establishing a new

|

relationship with God through prayer,
spiritual direction, study, works of mercy
and justice. In the process, people were
developing a new sense of self-worth, an
appreciation of their gifts. They felt freer to
be with and for others

The word ““balance’’ came up frequent-
ly. People were striving for greater har-
mony between their inner and outer
worlds. Knowing how to use power and
influence constructively were regarded as
marks of a maturing adult.

“’Responsibility”” was another common
thread in our conversations. People con-
nected maturity with a deepening and
expanding ability to care not only for
themselves and their families, but also for
their civic communities, for world order,
and for the natural environment.

Responsibility was related also to the
quality of one’s care for the future. A
maturing adult would be asking questions
like: What heritage am I passing on? How
will this world be better for my having lived
and worked in it?

Some people spoke of trying to take

REALITIES—Teen-agers must address the tough realities of adulthood in order to grow in
maturity as well as in age. At some point they must make the decision to live in the real
world or withdraw into some kind of unreal world. Christianity calls the faithful to face
reality with kindness and compassion. (CNS photo by Cori Fugere)

‘Stepping into adulthood’
requires facing realities

" by Fr. David K. O'Rourke
Catholic News Service

more risks or to acquire greater
for ambiguity as part of learning to be
responsible in new ways.

Finally, “‘reconciliation”’ was mentioned
frequently. People felt they were maturing
if they were learning to forgive themselves
and others, if they were willing to make
peace with the past and its unrealized
dreams or unmerited wrongs.

Ability to accept a variety of limitations,
to let go of the need to control events, and
to respect the decisions of others were
come healing and reconciling attitudes
considered essential.

How do we know if a person is growing
up and not just growing older?  suggest we
look to see if that person is working on the
three Rs: relationships, responsibility and
reconciliation.

hen we find this, we might be
tempted to say, “There’s someone who is
growing older gracefully!”’

(McCord is associate director of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops” Secretariat for
Laity and Family Life.)

Adults address many challenges

by David Gibson
__ Catholic News Service

Once an adult, always an adult! Right?

fears and to grow in self-esteem by coming
to terms with their real worth as persons.
And adults seek the best outcomes of
complex situations and problems.

Adults are people who hope.

Not quite! Not, at least, if the sugg
is that adulthood—maturity—is achieved
once and for all, in finished form.

The surprising truth is that people must
rediscover what being an adult is all about
at each new stage in life.

Of course, adulthood proves different
from what one expected as a child. It isn’t
the time when all fears vanish, when
self-esteem never wavers, or when every
problem is quickly resolved.

Adults endeavor not to be controlled by

|
|
|
|
|
\
|

What is adulthood’s challenge? To look
beyond the surface of things, to be amazed
by life’s mystery, to believe in something,
to live by values, to appreciate the
giftedness of people, and to be thankful.

Adults repeatedly are challenged to
know when to be patient, when to take
strong stands, and how, in every new
situation, to be a "ngmf" person.

But what do you call the challenge of
adulthood?

(David Gibson edits Faith Alive!)

Council congratulates Scecina

City-County Council members in India
napolis recently congratulated the students
and faculty of Father Thomas Scecina
Memorial High School for the Crusader’s
1990 Indiana High School Athletic Asso-
ciation Class 2-A football championship
on Nov. 23

In a special resolution introduced on
Dec. 10, the council praised Scecina for “'a
positive attitude and a winning selt-confi
dent spint by the plavers” that “were
important factors in the team’s success at
the state finals

Placement tests for prospective tresh
man students are scheduled at six Catholic
high schools in the Archdiocese of Indi
anapolis on Jan. 12

Eighth-grade students d in
attending Bishop Chatard High School,
Cardinal Ritter High School, Roncalli High
School, Scecina Memorial High School, or
Brebeuf Preparatory School, all in Indi-
anapolis, and Our Lady of Providence
High School in Clarksville should contact
school officials at the respective offices for
additional information

Chatard  officials have scheduled a
second placement test on Feb. 2. Both tests
at the northside interparochial school will
place eighth-grade students in competition
for scholarships

At Chatard, testing begins at 8:30 a.m
and concludes at 11:30 am. on both
Saturdays. A S10 non-refundable fee must
accompany each registration

““Why do I have to grow up? I don't
want to. I'm beginning to see what it’s like
and I don't like it.”

1 faced these comments from a young
woman named Lennie a few weeks ago,
and | admit they threw me for a loss.
Granted, she had a smile on her lips and 1
suspect that she was not completely
serious. But our discussion was very
serious.

Lennie, who is 19, shared her concerns
with me again in greater detail over lunch a
few days after she had called me from
school. She and her mother had had a talk.
Apparently it shook her.

““So what happened?’* 1 asked. We were
sitting in one of the local sandwich shops
that seem to open and then go broke in our
area with some regularity.

“It really wasn’t about anything to
begin with,” Lennie said. “Mom had
asked me to do the sheets. | was going to,
but I didn’t get them done by the time she
got home from work. But I was actually
planning to do all of the laundry after
supper. If we had had a fight, it would
have been easier. But it was how calm she
was.”

She was recalling the discussion with
her mother, who went back to work « =
secretary in a lawyer’s office when Lennie,
her youngest, entered high school.

““Lennie,”” her mother had told her
quietly, “I'm 50 years old. We’ve just had
my 75-year-old mother move in with us.
And anyway I just can’t work all day, then
come home to take care of my mother and
also have to deal with an undependable
family member. So grow up.”

Lennie was shocked. Not so much at
what her mother said, as by her own
realization that her mom really was
working long and hard, too long for
someone who deserved better.

That's what triggered Lennie’s com-
ment to me about not wanting to grow up.

I look at mom,”” she said. ““She and
dad have done so much for other people,
for us kids, and now with Grandma. They
deserve to have some fun, some time for
themselves. They're facing a lot more
years of work and responsibility.”

After reflecting on her parents’ situa-
tion, adulthood didn’t seem to have the
appeal it once did in her mind.

I didn't think it was supposed to be
that way,”” Lennie said. “'I thought that
when you grew up it was fun. You raised
your family, and then you could kick back,
relax, have a decent income, and travel.
But it's not going to be that way with my
parents. And I don't think 1 want their
kind of responsibility. I'm having more fun
now, living at home and going to college,
than my mom and dad are."”’

Lennie 1s right. Her parents are moving
into a new world that is proving to be a lot
less cushy than the society many people
experienced a generation ago.

Real per capita income is falling, so
people have to work more for what they
earn. Education is again becoming very
costly relative to family income.

And most elderly people, one of the
fastest growing groups in the ccuntry, are
now being taken care of at home by their
own aging children.

Put all this together, and adult life looks
tough to a young adult like my friend, who
has become accustomed to being provided
for in a comfortable fashion.

At first I didn’t quite know what to say
to Lennie. What do you say to someone
who sees reality and doesn’t like it?
Economists and social scientists tell us that
Lennie is simply seeing things the way they
are today.

The adult world she was backing away
from may not be as easy or as much fun as
it was a generation ago.

But then I thought that probably the first
and most important spiritual challenge
facing people in all cultures and in all times
is to learn to face reality.

Are we going to live in the real world or
are we going to withdraw into some kind of
unreal world?

Looking reality in the face, sizing it up,
and then figuring out how we are going to
cope with it, and civilize it, and Christianize
it, are the No. 1 personal, spiritual and
religious tasks facing us.

When we talk about implementing
social justice, what we mean requires that
we first take a hard look at the real world
and then figure out what faimess to all
requires of us. When we talk of evangeliz-
ing the world, again we start with the way
things really are.

My young friend Lennie will make it.
She’s made of tough stuff. But growing up
is not going to be as easy as she’s had it up
to now. She joked to me at the end of our
lunch that, “‘I don’t want any answers you
can’t put on a bumper sticker.”

My work and the work of our Christian
communities now is to help her, and others
like her, see that learning to live humanely
in this real world is a key task we face as
Christians.
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Priest pens book on dating, sex and marriage
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AUTHOR—Father Robert Gilday, vice vicar judicial of the
Metropolitan Tribunal, also writes and teaches part-time at
Cardinal Ritter High School. (Photo by Mary Ann Wyand)

designed to help you develop positive relationships with

members of the opposite sex. If you are aware of what to

avoid, you can live these relationships more fully, more
frecly. Jesus came that we might have life in all its fullness
He, theretore, wants us to live life fully

The booklet is broken down into practical points that
voung people ought to be aware of and remember. Father
Gilday  explained. “It's not preaching. It provides a
helptul reference. 1 point out some of the things to be
aware of. It can be read in parts. You don’t have to read
it all the way through

Teen-agers may not want to ask their parents for adv
dating, and marriage, Father Gilday noted. Once teens
begin relationships, he said, they may not want to listen to
but might consider reading about their concerns.

What happens is, once kids start into relationships they
don’t hear you very well,”” he said. “‘They’re not going to
listen as well. It's important to give them these ideas ahead
of hen they're old enough to appreciate the
in the seventh and eighth grades.

During adolescence, Father Gilday said, “It’s important
beople to understand that they are first of al

eon

Z 7

advice

time
dynamics.

persons and that adults see and respect them as persons. As
they get older, it’s important to talk with them
persor t just as parent and child.”

Today American teen-agers are “‘being bombarded by all
kinds of messages about sexuality and sexual values,” he
explained. “"We expect them to live the es of our families
and churches, but we don‘t really dialogue with them. We
don’t present our messages, our beliefs, and our values in a
compelling way

At the same time, Father Gilday said, ““The media, in
the broadest sense of the word, whether it be radio
ma television, are constantly giving young
people messages about sexuality and sexual values. It's
important for youth that the church be aware of youth
culture and be knowledgeable about the impact of music
movies and magazines. If parents, church and school say
nothing, young people can only conclude that we have
nothing to say.”

ines or

Helpful Hints
On
Dating, Sex,
and
Marriage

Reverend Robert J. Gilday

ANSWERS—Father Robert Gilday’s booklet ‘‘Helpful
Hints on Dating, Sex and Marriage”” offers important
advice that has earned praise from teen-agers.

Booklet addresses variety of dating dilemmas

“‘Helptul Hints on Dating, Sex and Marriage’” by Father
Robert Gilday provides honest answers to a variety of tough
relationship questions. A sampling of the topics includes
excerpts from these hints

Before going out, you should set limits for yourself on
how far you will go; never change those limits while on
a date. Most young couples do not plan or choose to have
sex the first time

Insecurity and stress makes guys and girls more
vuinerable. Many young people begin a sexual relationship
when either or both are insecure and under a lot of stress
from home, school, friends, or the dating relationship itself
In times of insecurity and stress, guys and girls may seek sex
to feel more in control of their lives

Boys and girls are equally responsible for what
happens in their relationship. In a relationship, each

person is responsible both for himself or herself and for
the other person. It is unfair to ask one person, most
often the girl, to be totally responsible for what happens
However, it should be remembered that guys and girls
are made differently Although this may imply a
double standard, only the girl gets pregnant!

Something that feels so right can be so wrong. This
can be true both of a relationship itself and even more so
of a sexual relationship. For all kinds of reasons, a
relationship that feels so right can be so wrong for a
person. For example, a romantic relationship that leads a
couple to cut themselves off from family and other friends
1s unhealthy When it comes to sex, generally at least
one partner believes he or she loves the other and often
does. However, for all Kinds of reasons, sex outside of
marriage is destructive of the couple and the relationship

S\Sherman and Armbruster, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

COMPUTER CONSUILTING

LOCAL AREA NETWORKS

* DESIGN o IMPLEMENTATION

SOFTWARE FOR

* LAWYERS « ACCOUNTING
* CONSTRUCTION « RETAIL

SYSTEMS
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Patrick A. Sherman, CPA  Martin J. Armbruster, CPA, CFP
Daniel G. O'Leary, CPA  Suzanne B. Scheele, CPA

Larry R Shelton, CNE

300 South Madison Avenue, Suite 300
Greenwood, Indiana 46142
(317) 881-6670

Are You A Leader?
Are You An Organizer?
Do You Love Music?

The parish of St Louis DeMontfort is seeking a music

coordinator. This person must be able to provide leader

ship and direction to all our musicians
Iy
litu:
recruit members for various liturgies; communi

coordinate 1

¢ tor weekly

weddings and other sp

cvents
cate with all musicians & livargy planning committee

If this position sounds challenging & exciting, please call
Jan Hamilton — 317-842-6778
or mail resume prior to January 21st, 1991 to:

S.1.D.M. Parish Office
114411 Hague Road, Fishers

Indiana 46038

LOCATED ON CROOKED STICK'S FIFTH FAIRWAY
Enjoy 1991 PGA from your own backyard. Spacious 4 BR.,
2'; baths, 3 frplcs, fin. bsmt w/wet bar, custom in ground
pool on professionally landscaped 2'2 acres. Call Pat
Chesebrough 317-257-6241. Realty World O’Connor, Inc

home, car,
and busiress
insurance call:

Jim binhack LUTCF
3120 Lafayette Road

924-5134
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I-65 & Eastern Boulevard, Clarksville, Indiana
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Any Friday and Saturday
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1
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1
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» Breakfast For Two
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Highway 37 N., 911 Constitution Ave., Bedford Indiana
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BOOK REVIEW

Greeley’s new

YEAR OF GRACE: A SPIRITUAL JOURNAL, by Father |
Andrew Greeley. Thomas More Press (Chicago, 1990). 305 |
pp-. $16.95

Reviewed by Linda L. Rome

In “Year of Grace” priest-novelist-sociologist Father
Andrew Greeley reveals himself in an intimate portrait that
is startlingly candid. As a spiritual journal, it is a song both
of praise and discouragement. As a writer, it is fitting for
Father Greeley to use the spiritual journal as a means of
prayer, a place to explore his relationship with his God, his
priesthood, and himself

As a personal spiritual exercise, ““Year of Grace” is
successful. Through the year Father Greeley explores
different metaphors of God—for example, God as a
vulnerable lover—and he ponders how such an under-
standing of God covld affect his relationship with God. He
struggles with prayer: do our prayers affect the outcome of a
situation? And he struggles with discouragement and the lack
of balance in his life.

Father Greeley is a man who is overbooked as a way of life.
He ¢ it of the d ds of his ringing
(elephonc dmners lunches, projects, guests, all wanting
more and more from him. In our overpaced world, it is a
common dilemma; it is a very human portrait. He recognizes
his i< a chosen life, but he pleads with his Creator for a greater
sense of joy—so that he could reflect to others the wondevand
beauty he senses around him

“Year of Grace’

makes Father Greeley’'s latest novel, “The Cardinal
Virtues,”” so lively and enjoyable while at the same time
presenting a skeweringly accurate view of the church and
its people, is not part of ““Year of Grace.”” Nor should it
necessarily be. The reader ought to be warned that the
journal is sung in a different voice from Father Greeley’s
other writings: sociological work or his novels.

It is a peek into the everyday life and thoughts of
Andrew Greeley. What are his motives? And while many
will say that this book is self-serving, he pinpoints its flaws

| and its strength himself when at the end of the year he
went back to reread his journal

““On the one hand,” he wrote, ‘I sound more pious than
I feel. On the other I seem to complain an awful lot about the
pressures of time and weariness and discouragement and
anger. . . . Well, at least I didn’t pull any punches or try to
make myself look good.”

The spiritual comfort of ““Year of Grace’” is in the
realization that priests struggle with the same mundane
balancing of time, energy, wogri and recreation—and desire to
love God—as do lay people. Yet the book poses more
questions than it answers. In the end Father Greeley offers
only one answer: a determined faith in a loving God.

(Rome is a librarian and free-lance writer.)

(At your bookstore or order prepaid from Thomas More Press, 205
W. Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60606. Add $2 for shipping and
handling.)

T Rest in Peace

(The Cniterion welcomes death
notices from parishes and/or
individuals. Please submit them
in writing, always stating the
date of death, to our office by 10
a.m. Monday the week of pub-
lication. Obituaries of arch-
diocesan priests, their parents
and religious sisters serving in
our archdiocese are listed else-
where in The Criterion. Order
priests and brothers are included
here, unless they are natives of

Dec. 6. Wife of Benny G. Sr.;
mother of Benny G. Jr.; sister of
Macy Zaring and Juanita Mor-
gan; grandmother of two; great-
grandmother of two.

+ BOHMAN, Marie E., 74, St
John the Evangelist, Enochsburg,
Dec. 19. Mother of Paul, Roy,
Arthur, Carl, George and David;
sister of Robert and Albert Young
and Virginia Bedel; grandmother
of 22; great-grandmother of six

t BOWLING, Helen K., 94, St.

the archdiocese or have other
connections to it.)

+ BANAYOTE, Mildred Fem,
73, St

Ambrose, Seymour, Dec. 15.
Mother of William; sister of Ann
Kidwell; grandmother of four;

As part of the genre of spiritual journals, “Year of
Grace” is at best a pedestrian example The wit and
humor, the fast-| pawd dnaluguo and charac that

of six.

SponsorA Child

like Corina
($15 a month)

CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION
For CHILDREN
& AGING

Founded and directed by
CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE.

YOUR $15 MONTHLY PROVIDES A NEEDY
CHILD WITH: NOURISHING FOOD, MEDICAL
CARE, the chance to GO TO SCHOOL and
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. YOUR CHiLD WILL
GROW IN THE DAILY KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’'S
LOVE AND YOUR LOVE.

You will receive a photo of your child, description of
your child’s country, family history, translated letters,
& quarterly newsletters!

Plus you will receive the personal satisfaction of
helping a child in need.

Let the little children come unto me.
— Mark 10:14
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(] Eidery Man []]

| enclose

=

[ s1sfortiestmonth (]
[C] $90 for six months. [

Little Corina lives in a small mountain town in Hon-
duras. Her mother is blind and her father abandoned
them. Your concern can make the difference in the lives
of children like Corina

FOR THE CHILD WHO IS WAITING

You can make visible GOD'S LOVE.

Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
osta Rica, Dominican Republic, Colombia,

Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Philip-

pines, India, Kenya, Madagascar).

[ YES! | would like to share my blessings with those in need. '

sor

[] Teenager [] Handicapped (] Child in Most Need | |

Elderly Woman [] Aging in Most Need

$45 for three months
$180 for one year

gy sl | cannot sponsor at this time but | enciose my giftof §
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[ chiid Spr p [ Aging Sp [k Program
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for Children and Aging  Aqq0cs
Attn: Robert Hentzen, President : S Zi
13001 Wornali Road City tate . Zipt -
P.O. Box 410327
Maske check: ble to: Ch nanF indation for Children and Aging (CFCA)

Kansas City, Missouri 64173-0158 e e riadatiiotls :,",W.va"aw upon request

(816) 941-9100
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+ BROWN, Doris Rose, 61, St.
Vincent de Paul, Bedford, Dec.
14. Wife of Elvis; mother of
Charles, Steven, Edward, and
Dorene Rife; sister of Emerson,
Ralph, Ethel, Joyce, Brenda and

t BIOWN Flora, 87, St. Mary of
the Knobs, Floyds Knobs, Dec. 5
Mother of Mary Louise Freeman;
grandmother of four; great-
grandmother of seven.

1+ BROWN, Jack A., 78, Christ
the King, Indianapolis, Dec. 12.
Husband of Lynette; father of

Theresa A. Bowling, Mimi Sin-
clair and Susan C. Schmitt.

+ McCULLOUGH, Howard M.,

82, Annunciation, Brazil, Dec. 14
Husband ul Mar% (Ochien);
fatl

Sanders, ]Anet John, Patty Com
forth and Sharo

brother of Ruth; grandfather of
17, greatgrandfather of 11;
cousin of Margaret Golden.

+ McGRODY, Mary Helen, 84,
St Augustine, Jeffersonvile,

fMOl.LO Albm A., 67, St
d, Dec. 16. Father

Patti Skiles; of two.
t CARR, Katherine Elizabeth
(Barnes), 68, St. Christopher,
Indianapolis, Dec. 14. Wife of
John H. Jr.; mother of john H. III,
David B., Craig F. and Katherine
J.; sister of Mary J. Dye; grand-
mother of eight.
+ CATES, Mary A., 88, St. Mary,
Richmond, Nov. 30. Mother of
Robert and David; sister of
Charles and Margaret Carroll;
andmother of eight; great-
grandmother of two

+ CLARKE, John William, 52,
St. Thomas Aquinas, Indi-
anapolis, Dec. 28. Husband of |

Jane (Fischer), father of Erin,

Amy, Brigid, Peter B. and Caleb
J.F.. brother of Peter A. and |
David |

+ CONERTY, Robert F . 70, Holy |
Spirit, Indianapolis, Dec. 13,

Husband of Mary (Wiley); father
of Joseph F., Stephen M, Pa
A Walls and Sheila M. Kaufin
brother of Mary Helen Benn
| ),rdnd(.uhv.r of eight; great-s gmndr |
father of two.
\ 1+ DELLINGER, Helen (All-
hands), 89, Sacred Heart, Jeffer-
| sonville, Dec. 19.

+EDDY, Donna Jean (Sul-
livan), 33, St. Simon, [ndp\
anapolis, Dec. 13. Mother of |

Mark and Angela; daughter ni!
| Rita and Donald Sullivan; sister
| of Karen Sullivan and Patricia |
‘(..\an i
+ FUSSNER, Harry, 84, St (.a~‘
briel, Connersville, Dec
Husband of Alliene (\\:aduﬁd)
brother of Laura Hildebrand
+ GANNON, John E. Sr., 62, St
Bernadette, Indianapolis, Dec
16. Father of Marianne Palmer,
Diana K. McClain, John E. Jr. and
Patrick M.; brother of William,
Mary Mattingly, Louise Chaulk
and Joan Endicott; grandfather of
four.
+ GISLER, Rosamond, sz Christ
the King, Indianapolis, Dec
Wife of Francis; sister of Ray-
mond, Robert and Mary Gardrner
and Catherine Parshall |

+ HARING, Odelia M., 104, St. |
Margaret Mary, Terre Haute, Dec. |
20. Mother of Martha and Mildred; |
sister of Anne Sheridan
+ KAUFMANN, Joseph A., 64, |
St. Mary, Richmond, Dec. 15. |
Husband of Peggy: father of |
Cheryl Jiles, Col. Linda Jones,
Diana Warner and Joseph Jr.;
| brother of Helen Howard; grand-
father of seven grandsons
t KELLEY, Earl “Tom,” 70, St
l.m Shelbyville, Dec 12
of Eva Jane (Mohr);
br.-nu-ml Martha Krise
+ KONOVSEK, Victor F., 76
Holy Trinity, Indianapolis, Dec
11 Brother of Joseph, Lous,
Frances, Angela Ule and Mary
Gunderson
It uRDSA Elizabeth B. Bryant-, |
, St. Mary of the Knobs, Flovdsv
| Knobs, Dec. 11, Wife of An-
thony, mother of Grace E.;

Bryant, sister of Willard G 111,
‘k.mard M. and Judy D. Bryant, |

of Ak Tt and st von of
Lucy; brother of James, Joseph,
and Camella Hart.

+ MURPHY, Carrie B., 81, St.
Mary, Richmond, Dec. 15
Mother of Mary Owens, Patrick
and Meredith; grandmother of
10; great-grandmother of 16.

+ O’CONNOR, Wilma J., 62, St
Mary, Aurora, Dec. 16.

+ REEDER, Van, 86, St. Chris-
topher, Indianapolis, Dec. 13
Brother of Robert L., and Ruth E
Reed

+RES, Lioba, 88, St. Mary,
Richmond, Dec. 14. Mother of
Bernard, Elizabeth Doherty,
Catherine Kelley, Bernarda
Flinn and Wilhelmina Gelston;
| grandmother of 13; great-grand-
mother of 16

t ROHN, William S., 65, St
usanna, Plainfield (humd rmm
L Tell Gy,

Tusband of Doroty: = son ot
Althea.

t+ SCHOTTER, Theresa M., 81,
St. Joseph, Corydon, Dec. 14
Mother of Albert, and Lorene
Saltsgaver; sister of Agnes Byer-
ley and Nellie Schotter; grand:
mother of 15; great-grandmother
of 27

+ SINGER, Gary B., 40, St
Eiizabeth, Cambnidge City, Dec
14. Son of Ben and Jackie; brother
of Mike, Jim, Brenda Munchel,
Susan Wessler and Cheryl Perry

t SORG, Anna G., 80, St. Mary,

| North Vernon, Dec. 20. Wife of
Leo L.; mother of Mary C. Deppe,

| James, Theresa Brennan, Joseph,

Winniferd Goelz, John, Amy
Rebello, Jean Blackbum, Anthony
and Charles T.; sister of Joseph
Lyons and Marie Madigan;
grandmother of 52; great-grand-
mother of 49.

+STUMP, Kevin Charles, 13
days, St. Pius X, Indianapolis,
Dec 19. Son of Jess C. and Peg,

William.); brother of Eric and
Ior- grandson of Margaret, and
Gobby and Nina Williams:

+ TOOHEY, Ruth, 75, St. Mary,
Richmond, Dec. 17. Sister of
Frances Dooley, Agnes Kline,
| Elizabeth Oler, Ellen Maurer and
| Catherine

+ WAINSCOTT, E. Marie, 70, St
Joseph, Shelbyville, Dec. 13. Wife
of Paul R.; mother of Mary Anne
Ballard and John P. Kruczek;
sister of Raymond E. Phillips,

| Madeline Haught and Lorene

Marshall; grandmother of nine;
great-grandmother of four

+ WIEDERKEHR, Francis G., 73
St Meinrad, St. Meinrad, Dec. 17
Husband of Bertha (Wigger),
father of James F., John, Martha
Miller, Joyce Deom and Mildred
Hockenberry; brother of Joseph Jr
,\g.um Fette, Mary Miller, Anna
Yaal and Josephia Sitzman; grand-
father of six; great-grandfather of
three

| tYYARBROUGH, James N. Sr.,

el | daughter of Mr. and Mrs Willard | 91, St. Bridget, Indianapolis, Dec

| 18" Father of James N.Jr.;brother
of W. R.; grandfather of eight

S a3
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Religious leaders say ‘no’ to war against Iraq

by Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON-U.S. Catholic bishops and the top
leaders of Protestant and Orthodox denominations have
declared that it would be immoral for the United States to go
to war in the Persian Guif at this time.

““War is not the answer,”” said a National Council of
Churches delegation of 18 top Protestant and Orthodox
leaders who visited the Middle East Dec. 14-20. ““We believe
the resort to massive violence to resolve the Gulf crisis
would be politically and morally indefensible.

““War will not liberate Kuwait, it will destroy it Nar
will not resolve longstanding conflicts (in the Middle East),
it will explode them wider and deeper,”” the NCC group
said in a joint statement issued upon their return to New
York Dec. 21

““War would unleash a chain of human tragedies that will
be with us for generations to come, "’ the group said. It called
for diplomatic and political efforts throughout the region to
resolve conflicts, including reunification of Cyprus, resolu-
tion of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and withdrawal of
occupying forces from Lebanon, Gaza and the West Bank,
with the United Nations setting the framework for “’serious
and substantive negotiations.”

In a message released prior to Christmas Archbishop
John R. Quinn of San Francisco said, 'To justify going to
war certain (moral) criteria must be clearly and unequi-
vocally met The criterion of last resort has not been
met."”

He questioned whether any foreseeable outcome of
war will “justify the immense human costs that must be
anticipated”’ or lead to “a markedly better situation in the
region,”” as required in Catholic moral teaching on a just
war.

“At this time,” he concluded, ‘“‘the weight of
evidenc is clearly on the side of caution and against
any decision to go to war.”’

Archbishop Quinn also joined religious leaders of the
San Francisco Bay area in sponsoring an ecumenical service
for peace at his cathedral Jan. 6. In a joint statement
announcing the service, the group said the United States
“must not go to war” to resolve Iraq’s invasion and
occupation of Kuwait.

“War is permissible only as a last resort,”” Bishop Daniel
P. Reilly of Norwich, Conn., said in a December message to
his people

““We must give the sanctions a chance to work,” he
added. ‘Mo patience makes peace more possible.
Nothing is lost by waiting for the non-violent means to
work. Everything could be lost by calling upon war as a
Quick salution

Bishop Reilly quoted a November letter to President Bush
from Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of Cincinnati,
president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops,
arguing that “offensive military action could well violate’”
Catholic moral principles

He described the archbishop's letter as “‘challenging the
morality of an offensive war against Iraq”’ and said he
wanted to give it “the widest possible dissemination’’ to
help his people ““become more aware’” of the moral issues
involved

Direct opposition to military hostilities came from other
groups as well

Justlife, a national interfaith organization fighting
abortion and other threats to human life, at its national
meeting in December passed a resolution urging “no
offensive military action by the allied forces.”

Nearly 500 faculty and students of St. Michael’s College
in Winooski Park, 'Vt signed a letter from the college
president, Paul J. Reiss, telling President Bush that they
“‘are opposed to war in the Persian Gulf.”

All means of a peaceful solution have not been
exhausted, the letter said, and “we do not believe that
access to oil supplies, retribution for Iraq’s aggression, nor
the status and prestige of our country provide sufficient
grounds for a just war.””

Christian leaders in Jerusalem called for public Christmas
observances in the Holy Land to be restricted to “'re igious
ceremonies without any manifestation of jubilation”
because the Gulf crisis has left the entire region
““dangerously poised on the brink of war.”"

Other U.S. Catholic bishops in Christmas or pre-Christ-
mas messages asked their people to pray for peace in the

Gult and give careful attention to the moral criteria for a just

war
Bishop Howard |
“patience and tenacity”’

Hubbard of Albany
in the political and economic

NY., urged

sanctions against Iraq as the best solution to the crisis

Citing warnings ag

armed conflict by Pope John Paul

11 and other religious leaders, he said, “’As pastors and
moral leaders, we are genuinely concerned about the lives
of soldiers and non-combatants that could be lost in war and
about long-range global and domestic cursequences of

armed aggression.”

He asked Catholics of the Albany Diocese to observe Jan
1 s a “day of prayer for peace’ and Jan. 4 as a ““day of fast

and abstinence for peace

Archbishop Edward T. O'Meara of Indianapolis also
asked Catholics to observe Jan. 1 as a “day of prayer for

peace.” He said that ““the call to prayer is obvious and the

need immediate

Bishop James T. McHugh of Camden, N.J., wrote to his
priests asking them to address the Gulf crisis and help form

appreciation of the issues

He asked them to review the U.S. bishops’ 1983 pastoral |

in their people “a more informed and responsible

» Security
« Independence

RESIDENTIAL CARE CENTER

Need to change your residence, but not your lifestyle?
Come home to The Lodge.

« 24-hour Supervision

« Planned Activities

FOR MORE INFORMATION MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT OR PLAN TO VISIT SOON...

White River Lodge

3710 Kenny Simpson Lane « Bedford, Indiana
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:

— 275-7006 —

letter on war and peace, Archbishop Pilarczyk’s letter to
President Bush and recent statements by representatives of
the U.S. Catholic Conference warning against premature
use of military force,

“’Among approaches to resolve the conflict,” he wrote,
““as Catholic Christians we should consider war the last
resort, an option taken only after careful and rigorous
consideration of the moral criteria for a just war.”

Even the most critical comments by bishops and other
religious leaders did not condone Iragi President Saddam
Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait or condemn the formation of
an international military force to prevent him from invading
Saudi Arabia as well

Many bishops urged special prayers for the men and
women in the U.S. armed forces who were spending
Christmas in the Saudi desert, far from homes and families

““Theirs is a sad duty, but one which deserves our highest
respect,”” said Archbishop Anthony J. Bevilacqua of
Philadelphia at a special Mass for peace.

While offering U.S. military personnel in the Gulf “‘our
moral support and loving prayers,” he also prayed ‘‘for a
peaceful resolution to this conflict . . . without any further
loss of life.”
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Debate over Nancy Cruzan
case continues after her death

by Catholic News Service

MOUNT VERNON, Mo Debate over the case of Nancy
Beth Cruzan, whose parents had taken their battle to
withdraw her feeding tubes to the U.S. Supreme Court, was
expected to continue long after her death Dec. 26 at the
Missouri Rehabilitation Hospital in Mount Vernon

Cruzan died 12 days after the liquid diet which had been
fed to her through a stomach tube was stopped. She was 33
and had been in a coma since an automobile accident nearly
eight vears ago

In a Dec. 20 statement, the Catholic bishops of Missouri
said decisions like that taken in the Cruzan case must be
made ' with great deliberation” and with ““a presumption in
favor of life.”

In no way can the life of a person with a physical or
mental disability be considered less important than that of a
person without such a disability,”” the bishops said

“While there might not be an obligation to use
extraordinary means to prolong life there should be a
presumption in favor of life in controverted cases and the
decision to refuse or terminate extraordinary treatment
should be taken with great deliberation,”” they added

Cruzan’s death prompted reaction similar to that heard
less than two weeks earlier, when Jasper County Circuit
Court Judge Charles E. Teel granted a request from
Cruzan’s family and her court-appointed guardian to end
food and water.

“It's open season now on every mentally or severely
disabled patient who doesn’t meet the standards of relatives
or caregivers,”” said Benedictine Father Paul Marx, founder
and president of Human Life International
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Father Marx predicted that Cruzan's death would
open the floodgates for the “greatest number of legally
sanctioned deaths of disabled people since Nazi Ger
many, as part of its preparation for war, cleaned out its
mental wards and acute care centers of those deemed
unworthy to live.”

Judie Brown, president of the American Life League,
based in Stafford, Va., said the decision to withdraw
Cruzan's food and water **will become yet another benchmark
in the decline of respect for innocent human life."”

‘Nancy is now uppermost in our thoughts and prayers,
she said. “‘But this precedent for sanctioning murder will
remain with us forever as an indictment against a society so
callous and selfish that we would turn against the helpless
and dependent among us.”

The Catholic Health Association, which has its head-
quarters in St. Louis, said in a media advisory that 40
percent of the 2.2 million American deaths each year involve
“a decision to forgo some form of life-sustaining
treatment.”” The case shows the need for everyone to
“indicate clearly and convincingly in advance what
treatment choices they desire.”*

Extending prayers to Cruzan and her family, the CHA
said, “The course of Nancy Cruzan’s passing was indeed
tragic as was the judicial process that proved so lengthy.”

In its decision in the Cruzan case last June, the Suprem:
Court said a state’s interest in preserving life may supersede
the wishes of the family in cases where a patient is in an

irreversible coma-like state. It said there was no ‘““clear and
convincing proof’ that Cruzan would have wanted food
and water withdrawn

The case was reopened in November when Cruzan’s
family and court-appointed guardian presented three new
witnesses who testified that the young woman had told
them more than 10 years ago that she would not want to live
“like a vegetable” on medical machinery. Judge Teel
granted the request to end food and water Dec. 14.

The Missouri bishops said the medical, legal and moral
aspects of the Cruzan case will influence decisions about
treatment of future patients for years to come

“‘Decisions should be reached in respect for the best
interests of the patient, sympathetic understanding of the
emotions of the family, protection of rights of conscience of
health providers, the common good of society and primarily
in conformity with God's will as best we can understand it,”
the bishops said

The letter was signed by the bishops of Missouri’s four
dioceses—the Archdiocese of St. Louis and the dioceses of
Jetferson City, Kansas City-St. Joseph and Springfield-Cape
Girardeau. It was issued by the Missouri Catholic
Conference, based in Jefferson City

Bishop Joseph A. Fiorenza of Galveston-Houston said in
a Dec. 26 statement that the decision to withdraw food and
water from Cruzan was in conformity with a statement of 16
Texas bishops last May.

He said that since the young woman was receiving no
beneficial effect on restoring health or consciousness, there
was no moral obligation to continue food and water.

Bishop Fiorenza disputed the opinion that Cruzan died
of starvation and said her death was due primarily to the
accdent that caused her comatose state and only
secondarily from the withdrawal of food and water. g

He extended his condolences to the Cruzan family “and
to all those for whom Nancy’s long ordeal was very painful
and distressing.”’

Israeli official calls for

o :—: _Lmt Egﬁwlic News Service

JERUSALEM—Israel’s Religious Affairs Minister Avner
Shaki said Dec. 27 it was time for Pope John Paul II to
recognize Israel.

““After 43 years since the establishment of the state of
Israel and after proving and implementing freedom of
religion, the moment has come for the pope to recognize
us,”” Shaki said in an interview with Israeli television.

The Israeli official’s statement was the latest in several
calls by Jewish spokesmen this year for Vatican iti

Vatican recognition

pending resolution of Arab-Israeli tensions. Figuring in the
Vatican’s position is the possible repercussion on Arab
Catholics from recognition of the Jewish state.

The pope has called for a Palestinian homeland and for
Jerusalem, a city holy to Muslims, Christians and Jews, to
have an international status.

During a Dec. 5-6 Catholic-Jewish conference at the
Vatican, Rabbi Jack Bemporad, chairman of the Inter-
religious Affairs Committee of the Synagogue Council of
America, urged recognition, saying  diplomatic relations
would not imply Vatican endorsement of all Israeli policies.

Most have come during | Catholic-Jewish
meetings marking the 25th anniversary of ‘“Nostra Aetate,”’
the Second Vatican Council’s document on relations with
Judaism and other non- Christian religions. The document
aimed at wiping out old religious prejudices.

The calls also come at a time when the conservative
Israeli government’s hardening policies toward Palestinians
in the occupied territories and the apparent push for Jewish
settlement in the occupied West Bank have drawn
increasing world criticism. The policies have raised tensions
between Tel Aviv and the local Arab-Catholic hierarchy.

The Vatican has consistently refused to establish
diplomatic relations with Israel and neighboring Jordan
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