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Religious’ salaries to be equivalent to lay

by John F. Fink

Compensation for non-ordained religious
serving in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis
will be equivalent to that of lay employees
beginning with the 1990 fiscal year that starts
July 1, 1989

This was Archbishop Edward T
O’Meara'’s positive response to the request
made by the women religious in September,
1986. He told the sisters of his decision at a
meeting last Friday with representatives of
the Sisters of Providence, the Beech Grove
Benedictines and the Oldenburg Francis-
cans, the three communities of women
religious that have motherhouses in the
archdiocese.

Present at the meeting were Benedictine
Sister Mary Margaret Funk, prioress of Our
Lady of Grace Monastery, Beech Grove:
Franciscan Sister Annata Holohan, con-
gregational minister for the Oldenburg Fran-
ciscans; and Providence Sister Ma
Speth, provincial counselor of the Sisters of
Providence.

The present method of compensation is a
stipend, that is, each non-ordained religious
employee receives exactly the same regard-
less of education, training, or experience.
That stipend is presently $820 per month or
$9,840 per year. Because the religious take
avow of poverty, the stipend they earn is for-
warded to the community to which each
belongs.

The stipend system will be discontinued
July 1, 1989 and the religious will receive
compensation equivalent to what a lay
employee receives for the same service
rendered for the archdiocese: professional
salaries for professional positions and hourly
wages for hourly positions. The compensa-

5

tion will continue to be forwarded to the
religious communities

The gross salaries for the religious will
be reduced by an amount equivalent to the
federal income tax normally withheld for lay
people. Those who take a vow of poverty are
not subject to income taxes because all

—

‘VII;FTN(‘.——Archblshnp Edward T. 0'Meara tells representatives of communities with
motherhouses in the archdiocese of his decision regarding salaries of religious. With him are

(from left) Benedictine Sister Mary Margaret Funk, prioress of the Beech Grove Monastery;
Franciscan Sister Annata Holohan, congregational minister for the Oldenburg Francisca

and Providence Sister Marsha Speth, provincial counselor of the Sisters of Providence.

Bishops issue major new statement

by Julie Asher

WASHINGTON (NC)—The U.S. Catholic
bishops, in a major new statement on AIDS,
said the only “‘morally correct and medically
sure ways'' to prevent spread of the disease
are sexual abstinence outside of marriage
and fidelity within it as well as avoidance of
intravenous drug abuse.

The statement opposed promotion of
“safe sex”’ as a prevention, but supported
inclusion of factual information on condoms
in AIDS education programs if such pro-
grams are grounded in a ‘‘broader moral
vision.”

The statement, called *“The Many Faces
of AIDS: A Gospel Response,” was released
Dec. 11 and was the work of a bishops’ task
force on AIDS formed last March

It is a wide-ranging, 7,700-word state-
ment that was approved in November by the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Administrative Committee, a governing
panel of 50 bishops. Indianapolis Archbishop
Edward T. O'Meara is a member of the
committee

AIDS—acquired immune deficiency
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syndrome—is transmitted by intimate sex-
ual contact, by transfusions of infected blood,
and by shared intravenous drug needles

In the statement the bishops addressed
facts about AIDS, prevention of the d
and the appropriate medical and d\luhll

care and Catholic response to AIDS victims,
their loved ones, and those with related
viruses, as well as high-risk groups

The bishops also emphasized that to com-
bat the disease society must address the
social and economic problems that lead peo-
ple to high-risk behaviors, namely drug
abuse and “‘short-term physical intimacy

The bishops did not review in detail medi-
cal facts about AIDS but noted that currentl
the disease is incurable, cuts across “all
racial and ethnic lines,"” affects children as
well as adults and cannot be contracted
through ordinary casual contact.

About prevention, the bishops called all
people to “live in accord with the authentic
meaning of love and sexuality” that is a
permanent commitment and “openness to
new life.”

“‘Human sexuality as we understand this
gift from God is to be genitally expressed

ly

only in a monogamous heterosexual relation-
ship of lasting fidelity in marriage," they
said

The bishops said they opposed the *‘safe
sex'" approach to AIDS because it promotes
promiscuity and noted that studies have
shown such an approach is not “‘absolutely
safe.”

The bishops saia they would support
government education programs that pro-
vide accurate information on the disease but
also said they have a responsibility as reli-
gious leaders to focus on the moral dimen-
sions of public policy

Because of possible church-state conflicts
yver using value-based instruction in public
programs, they said they would be willing to
participate in discussions on how to incor-
porate “a fuller understanding of human sex
uality” in public schools.

The bishops also supported inclusion
of !.uhml information on ‘‘prophylactic
devices" in education programs if those pro-
grams are based on moral values.

They said they recognized that in U.S
pluralistic society not all people agree with
the bishops’ view of human sexuality and

Documents show details
of Vatican’s financial woe

by Agostino Bono

into inve

fifference between
a practice
financial management—which could lead to
future financial difficulties
The documents, which include budget

aries 1985 ar ‘wlluv financial in-

yrmation, show the V at. the

No issue Jan. 1

In cordance with our usual prac-
tice, The Criterion will not be published
the Friday after Christmas, which is |
Jan. 1 this year

There will be an issue next week
and it will contain our annual Christmas
supplement.

salaries are paid directly to the religious
orders.

The religious will also receive the same
benefits as lay counterparts for identical or
comparable positions.

As part of the decision, the archbishop
said, all archdiocesan units that employ non-
ordained religious will increase their retire-
ment compensation from $800 per year for
each religious employee to $2,000 beginning
in fiscal year 1989 (July 1, 1988). This amount
is to be forwarded to the appropriate mother-
houses no later than Sept. 30, 1988

When the Providence, Benedictine and
Franciscans sisters made their request, they
said that the method of implementation
would be for the archbishop to refine, but
they suggested that salaries be increased
one-third in fiscal year 1988, one-third in
fiscal year 1989, and one-third in fiscal year
1990. Archbishop O'Meara has decided to
grant the entire increase in fiscal year 1990,
except for the increase in retirement benefits
beginning in fiscal year 1989.

After receiving the request of the sisters
last September, Archbishop O'Meara asked
Msgr. Gerald S. Gettelfinger, chancellor, to
set up a consultation process in order to elicit
the opinions of Catholics throughout the arch-
diocese. Eleven hearings were held in the
deaneries of the archdiocese to learn the
impact of a decision to grant the request
Parishes, schools and other units for which

(See RELIGIOUS’, page 3)

on AIDS

acknowledged that some people do not
always “act as they can and should” or
refrain from high-risk behaviors associated
with AIDS.

In such situations educational efforts,
if grounded in the broader moral vision out-
lined above, could include accurate informa-
tion about prophylactic devices or other
practices proposed by some medical experts
as potential means of preventing AIDS,"”
they said.

Some bishops disagree. See page 19.

We are not promoting the use of pro-
phylactics, but merely providing information
that is part of the factual picture,” they
added

Such a factual presentation should indi-
cate that abstinence outside of marriage and
fidelity within marriage as well as the avoid-
ance of intravenous drug abuse are the only
morally correct and medically sure ways to
prevent the spread of AIDS, " the statement
said

The bishops said they would commit the
(See BISHOPS', page 19)




The Criterion, December 18, 1987

frROM The €DITOR

by Joha F. Fink

‘The world is a safer place to I've in because of last week’s
meeting between President 'leagan and Soviet Leader
Mikhail Gorbachev. Not only did they sign the Intermediate-
range Nuclear Forces (INF, treaty last Tuesday, agree-
ing to eliminate a whole class of
nuclear weapons, but th:y made at
least a little progress toward a pact
that will cut long-range strategic
nuclear weapons by hulf.

Perhaps even more significant,
though isthe fact tha.the U.S. and the
Soviet Union continue to have friendlier
relations. This is not only important, it
is vital because, even if we do even-
tually end up with an agreement to cut %

strategic nuclear weapons by half, both sides will still have
enough of those weapons to turn the other country into
rubble. Neither country has given up the concept of nuclear

deterrence.

THE BISHOPS' PASTORAL on war and peace, “‘The
Challenge of Peace,” had a great deal to say about nuclear
deterrence. It said that it “‘should be used as a step on the
way toward prog) i P

The Reagan-Gorbachev summit meeting

main point for now is that the arms race has ended—at least
for now. Instead of increasing nuclear weapons we're
actually going to destroy some. Instead of striving for
superiority, both parties are apparently willing to settle for
sufficiency. And this, too, is in line with the bishops' evalua-
tion: “If nuclear deterrence is our goal, ‘sufficiency’ to deter
is an adequate strategy; the quest for nuclear superiority
must be rejected.”

MORE THAN ONE commentator has noted that it is
remarkable that Ronald Reagan should be the one to lead
us toward disarmament. He, of course, has said that he
hasn't changed, that he has always wanted these steps
toward peace, but on his terms. If he is determined to go
into the history books as a champion of peace, more power
to him.

However, we now have the strange anomaly of a
conservative president being lambasted by the ultra-
conservatives and defended by the liberals. Four of the

1 pr now oppose the presi-
dent on the INF treaty and one is lukewarm toward it, while
the Democratic candidates are on his side.

It's encouraging to see that, despite the position of some
of the Republican candidates, Americans in general over-
whelmingly support the treaty, including 62 percent of
ly, and as high as 77 percent in Iowa

andr
“support for negotiated bilateral deep cuts in the arsenals
of both superpowers."

In fact, in paragraph 191 (2), the bishops’ pastoral spe-
cifically mentioned *‘U.S. proposals like those for START
(Strategic Arms Reduction Talks) and INF (Intermediate-
range Nuclear Forces), designed to achieve deep cuts; our
hope is that they will be pursued in a manner which will
realize these goals.”

Now that the INF treaty has been signed, we must all
pray for successful negotiations on strategic arms. But the

and 74 percent in New Hampshire.

Some people, however, are convinced that we should not
make any kind of agreement with the Russians, pointing
out that they haven't lived up to past agreements, that the
Soviets still persecute religion, that they refuse to let their
citizens emigrate, that they are still in Afghanistan, and
numerous other reasons. These things are true. But there
is also an awful lot of evidence that Gorbachev is doing a
great deal to change Soviet society.

Americans have now learned the Russian words glasnost

(openness) and perestroika (restructuring) because Gor-
bachev is determined to apply those concepts in the Soviet
Union. No one should underestimate how drastic these
changes will be in the Soviet Union; Gorbachev has tremen-
dous obstacles to overcome in the vast bureaucracy of his
country. He c: accomplish it overnight, but he is con-
vinced that his society must change for the #ood of his coun-
try, just as he is convinced that the arms race between the
Soviet Union and the U.S. must be stopped so that the
resources now being devoted to arms can be used to pull
up his country economically

HE SE S TO HAVE convinced most people in the
world that he is sincere. Polls show that people in this
country give him a 2-to-1 approval rating, and those in Euro-
pean countries rate him much more favorably than they
do President Reagan. Yet many people also still think he
is nothing but a smooth-talking snake-oil salesman bent on
Soviet domination

Some of these people are the same ones who have been
preaching the praying of the rosary for world peace and
the fulfillment of Our Lady's promises at Fatima and other
places. Can't they believe that possibly, just possibly, their
prayers are beginning to be answered? Is it completely
beyond the realm of possibility that it is God's will that Gor-
bachev be the instrument he will use to change Russia”

In his interview with Tom Brokaw before the summit
meeting, Gorbachev pointed out that the U.S. and the Soviet
Union once were allies and asked why we can’t be again
That's an excellent question. Why indeed can’t our two coun-
tries be allies instead of adversaries? That doesn't mean
that we should be blind to the Soviet Union’s faults: it does
mean that we should be doing everything we can to help
the man who is showing a willingness to do something about
those faults.

71 more people respond to ‘Called by Name’ invitations

“ by John F. Fink

Seventy-one people, in addition to the
75 who attended information evenings, re-
sponded to invitations as a result of the
recent ““Called by Name™ program spon-
sored by the archdiocesan Vocation Office
and the Indianapolis Serra Club. (The Cri-
terion reported on the information evenings
in its Nov. 20 issue.)

In a letter to pastors, Father Paul Koet-

Hispanics celebrate the feast

by Linda Cain

“Viva la Virgen Morena—Viva!” shouted
the crowd. “Viva la Virgen Ranchera—
Viva!” And again: ‘‘Viva la Virgen

Viva!!" The congi ion then
began to clap enthusiastically.

These Catholics were expressing their
devotion in Spanish to Our Lady of Guad-
alupe. The excitement marked the culmina-
tion of nine days of celebrating the feast of
Mary’s apparition to an Indian, Juan Diego,
in Mexico in 1531.

Qver 200 people, many dressed in typical
Mexican outfits, attended the feast day Mass
Dec. 12 at St. Mary Church and the fiesta din-
ner held afterwards at the Marian Center
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ter, archdiocesan vocation director, said that
the invitations gave the option of going to an
information evening, being put on a mailing
list, or meeting individually with a member
of the vocation staff. Fifty-eight asked to be
put on the mailing list and 13 asked to meet
with a staff member.

More than 1,000 invitations were sent to
people identified by parishioners as possible
candidates for the priesthood or religious life
during the **Called by Name"' program

next door. This is the first year that such a
series of events was held in Indianapolis in
honor of the feast.

During the novena, a Rosary was prayed
each night in a different home in preparation
for the feast. The copy of the image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, which miraculously
appeared on Juan Diego’s tunic, was also
present. The original tunic and image are
still visible four-and-a-half centuries later at
the shrine in Mexico City.

The feast day itself began with a midnight
rosary. Fifty people then serenaded Our
Lady with the popular Mexican love song,

At the end of the information evenings,
held in three locations in the archdiocese dur-
ing November, participants were asked to fill
out an evaluation sheet, Father Koetter said.
The sheet included three options for follow-
up to the meeting: talking with a Vocation
Office staff member, being part of a sup-
port group, or taking paft i & discernment
retreat. Forty-five asked for contact with a
vocation person, 36 said they wanted to be
part of a support group, and 42 said they

would participate in a discernment retreat

Father Koetter said that he and Fran-
ciscan Sister Rita Hermann, assistant voca-
tion director, will be organizing a monthly
support group meeting and a discernment
retreat. They will do this in cooperation with
the vocation committee of the Association of
Religious in the Indianapolis Archdiocese
(ARIA). They will also set up individual
appointments with as many people as possi-
ble, he said.

of Our Lady of Guadalupe

“‘Mananitas.” That evening, the celebration
continued with a procession and a Mass
celebrated by Father Mauro Rodas, pastor
of St. Mary Church.

During the offertory, an eight-year-old
boy, Carlos Higareda, reenacted a dramatic
scene from the original apparition. Dressed
as Juan Diego, he walked up to the altar near
_he image of Our Lady and let red roses fall
out of his cloak. Then he turned and reveal-
ed the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe on
his cloak. Father Rodas then held the child
with the image alof! for all to see. The crowd
clapped with joy.

PROCESSION—Hispanic members (from left) Oscar Morales, Manuel Espinoza, and Ramiro
Navarro (and Jesse Quiroz) of St. Mary Church carry the statue of Our Lady of Gt

Later during the fiesta, people celebrated
with typical Mexican food and dances in-
cluding the Mexican Hat Dance, the Mexican
Polka and the Mexican Shuffle

Several present commented on how
special the celebration was for them.
Mariela Navarro, a native of Colombia, ex-
pressed her gratitude to Our Lady of
Guadalupe for a special answer to prayer.
When her two-year-old son had a bone infec-
tion with a 95 percent chance of being crip-
pled, Mariela Navarro turned to Our Lady
for help. “I really prayed to Our Lady of
Guadalupe,” she said. *‘Now he is fine." She
pointed to her son now 15 years old standing
and watching the dancing.

Others noted the power of the feast to
bring Americans of all ethnic backgrounds
together. This is only fitting as Our Lady of
Guadalupe has been designated as the patron
saint of the Americas.

Archbishop
O’Meara’s Schedule
Week of December 21, 1987

MONDAY, Dec. 21 — Annual visitation
at St. Paul Hurmitage, Beech Grove,
Eucharistic Liturgy at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by lunch.

THURSDAY, Dec. 24 — Christmas Mid-
night Mass, SS. Peter and Paul
Cathedral, Indianapolis, 12 Midnight.
(Vigil Service of Lessons and Carols,
11:30 p.m.)
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by Luann Osborne
Activity Assistant

We will call her Nancy. She is 88 years
old, frail, and confined to a wheel chair
because of a stroke that left her paralyzed
from the waist down. She lives with her
daughter’s family now. She often confides to
her friends at the day care center that she
feels “‘in the way"" living with her daughter.

Of course, Nancy ctuld not manage to live
alone. And her daughter does not want to put
her in a nursing home. Her daily participa-
tion in the Adult Day Care (ADC) setting
alleviates apparent depression.

Nancy is one of the many elderly who
benefits from participation in the two adult
day care centers under the auspices of Cath-
olic Social Services. Even clients with Alz-
heimer's disease, sightlessness, psychiatric
disorders, severe diabetes, and many other
disabilities, are able to function productively
in this supervised, structured environment
They receive personalized care from a pro-
fessionally competent staff

Holy Trinity ADC at 907 N Holmes Ave
on the Indianapolis near-westside, continues
to minister to 25 to 30 people each day. In

Health care is

Archdiocesan Catholic Charities

Adult Day Care meets needs, opportunities

May of this year, the Eastside Day Care Cen-
ter was relocated to 2630 N. Arlington. It also
serves 25 to 30 clients daily

Day care is a unique community-based
service because it can be individualized
through therapeutic recreation and socializa
tion, Mentally stimulating activities enable
clients like Nancy to center on the talents
they are able to use, thereby increasing self
esteem and dignity. On a daily basis, the
clients are also involved in physically stimu
lating activities, including morning exercise
programs, tailored for each participant
Activities are planned according to pre-
established goals enabling a therapeutic
objective.

The social contact the day care program
offers these isolated individuals is one of its
greatest assets. Many clients strike up new
and rewarding friendships while learning
new arts and craits skills, such as crochet-
ing, decoupage, metalcrafts, and quilting
Other activities enjoyed at the centers are
movies, bingo, and group sing-alongs.

The centers’ monthly newletters highlight
past activities, creative writing by clients of
the centers, the next month's activity calen
dar and the menu plans.

among ICC

legislative priorities for 1988

by Ann Wadelton

Health care for pregnant women, chil-
dren and the elderly is among the political/
moral issues which the Catholic Church in
Indiana will actively support during the com-
ing session of the Indiana General Assembly.
That support will be demonstrated through
the Indiana Catholic Conference (ICC),
which has represented the church at the
Statehouse for 17 years. Dr. M. Desmond
Ryan is ICC executive director/lobbyist

ICC priorities were set during a Dec. 4&
5 meeting in Indianapolis when the state’s six
bishops and about 25 lay men and women—
members of the ICC advisory council and
board of directors—met to discuss the many
political/moral issues facing the state.

ICC representatives from the Indiana-
polis Archdiocese include Archbishop
Edward T. O'Meara; James Loughery,
Loughery-Kniesly & Associates Insurance

firm; Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister
Mary Kinney, director of the Indianapolis
Urban Parish Cooperative: Phyllis Carr,
Center Township advisory board trustee
office; Charles Williams, engineer, Indiana
Bell Telephone Co.; and Steve Zigan, engi-
neer, Versailles

In addition to health care, priority issues
include opposition to legalizing surrogate
motherhood, justice in the area of worker’s

& s ition to the withholdii

of nutrition and hydration from terminal
patients, parental leave for the birth or
serious illness of a child, and a mediation
program for financially troubled farmers.

Compassion for AIDS victims and their
families was expressed by the ICC leaders

The ICC leaders called Indiana’s lack of
medical care for the poor a serious moral
problem. In many areas of the state, there
is no prenatal care for those unable to pay
and no health care for poor children

Clown ministry adds 46

CLOWN MINISTRY—Forty-six clowns were commissioned at a para-liturgy at St. Christopher

Church Sunday bringing those in the Indianapolis area to about 200. (Photo by John F. Fink)

by John F. Fink

Forty-six clowns were formally commis-
sioned in the Indianapolis clown ministry
during a special para-liturgy at St. C|
topher Church, Indianapolis, last Sunday.

The ceremony, conducted by Donald E.
Berkoski, moderator of the St. Christopher
Chapter of Smiles Unlimited, brought the
total number of clowns in the ministry in
Indianapolis to about 200.

The commissioning ended 30 hours of
training for the clowns. Berkoski conducts

the training for three hours during 10 Sun-
day afternoons at St. Christopher

The clowns perform for nursing homes,
hospitals, prisons, and other such places.
Berkoski said that they gave more than 150
shows during this past year

The clown ministry is one “‘of lifting up
the snirits of others,” Berkoski said. ““To be
a ciown is to be a life-giver.”

The next class of clowns will start train-
ing on Sunday, Jan. 17. Berkoski can be
reached at 4149 Golden Eagle Dr., Indiana-
polis 46234, 317-299-2816.

The ADC centers also provide respite for
the caregiver family. In the case of Nancy’s
daughter, the care of her mother is in addi
tion to the responsibility she has for her own
children

Both ADC sites operate from 7 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. The Cen-
tral Indiana Council on Aging (CICA) pro-
vides a nutritious mid-day meal daily. Both
ocations are handicap-accessible. Minimal

fees based on a shding scale supplement
funding through CICA from a Indiana De-
partment of Human Services grant, United
Way, church donations, and other contri-
butions

Those wishing further information re-
garding the day care centers and those
wishing volunteer opportunities may call
Gwen Weber, 317-638-8322, « Crimsetta
Taylor, 545-4833

Religious’ salaries decision

Continued from page 1)

the sisters work prepared financial impact
statements and these were consolidated by
the chancery

The results were then given to the Coun-
cil of Priests and the Archdiocesan Board of
Education for their study and recommen-
dations to Archbishop O'Meara. The arch-
bishop made his decision after receiving
those recommendations.

In announcing the decision, Archbishop
’Meara said: “‘In coming to my decision the

ounsel given by responsible leadership has
been invaluable even though it has been
mixed. The signs of the times both at the
local and national level clearly indicate that
past methods of compensation for members
of religious communities are not adequate to
meet the needs of today.”

He emphasized that his decision had
nothing to do with the problem so much in
the news recently—the difficulty religious
communities are having caring for their
retired members. This decision addresses
the issue of the present active sisters’ living
expenses and future retirement, he said. The
U.S. bishops recently approved an annual
collection for the needs of retired religious,
he noted.

In responding tc the archbishop's deci-

sion, Sister Mary Margaret noted that the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis has a long his-
tory of being concerned and this decision
represents another chapter in being fair to
those who serve it. She said that the decision

is sure to promote a healthier relationship
with those with whom we work.”

Sister Annata said that the decision “is
a wonderful Christmas present.” She said
that she appreciates the openness, efforts
and collaboration of all the parts of the arch-
diocese with which the Franciscan Sisters
work.

Sister Marsha said that the sisters have
something very solid in their collaboration
with the archdiocese, and she appreciates
the cooperation of the archbishop.

Archbishop O'Meara emphasized that the
decision “'in no way impinges on the sisters’
vow of poverty since payments will be made
to their communities.” He said that he is
*‘continually impressed to see our religious
really living what they say they're living—
the evangelical counsels. They really live
their vows of poverty,” he said.

At the present time 192 sisters are serv-
ing in parishes and institutions owned and
operated by the archdiocese. This does not
include institutions operated by the sisters
themselves.

by Msgr. Gerald A. Gettelfinger
Secretary for Temporalities

In exploring the Secretariat for Catho-
lic Charities, we encounter a dual
complexity—one from a funding stand-
point, the second in annual reporting.

Firstly, in this
secretariat, signifi-
cant portions of reve-
nue for all three agen-
cies come from public
sources: either gov-
ernmental grants or
United Way of Cen-
tral Indiana and
Terre Haute. The
complexity comes
from the fact that funds are not always
available from such sources.

Secondly, those receiving funds from
United Way must report on a calendar
year whereas our fiscal year is from July
1to June 30. For this reason, in reading the
report one must make mental note of the
six months difference in reporting periods
Technical adjustments have been made to
meet accounting requirements.

For our purposes here, we will use fig-
ures as they are reported in the annual
report

Catholic Social Services

Catholic Social Services is an agency
that serves the metropolitan area of Indi-
anapolis. It addresses social concerns by
providing counseling for troubled spouses
or families, crisis assistance for those in
need of food and clothing, emergency
shelter for families, housing for elderly
couples, and many other outreach pro-
grams. Its income was $1,876,786 which
came primarily from governmental
grants and United Way support. (Please
note that Catholic support of United Way
is support of Catholic outreach.) The
operational cost of Catholic Social Services
for the reporting period was $1,917,220.

Matters Temporal

Archdiocesan support for the same period
was $251,050.

St. Mary's Child Center

St. Mary’s Child Center is like Social
Services in its service area. This year it
was blessed with a brand new building
made possible by private contributions.
The estimated fair market value of this
new facility was set at $650,000 for report-
ing purposes. For this reason, its reve-
nue will reflect this major contribution.
Income for the reporting period was
$874,674 against expenses of $253,434. Arch-
diocesan support was $40,500 for the same
period.

St. Elizabeth’s Home

Although St. Elizabeth’s Home pro-
vides assistance to unwed mothers and
adoption services for the archdiocese, it is
located in Indianapolis. As a United Way
agency, the reporting period is identical
to the aforementioned. Revenue from all
sources was $814,601. Expenses for the
period were $822,971. Archdiocesan sup-
port was $74,000. Fees charged for matern-
ity care and adoption services comprise
the single largest source of revenue for St.
Elizabeth's Home

Catholic Charities, Terre Haute

Catholic Charities of Terre Haute
serves that area. It provides social serv-
ices to the community of Terre Haute as
Catholic Social Services does in Indiana-
polis. Of its total income of $363,754, the
archdiocese assists in the amount of
$69,550. Expenses for the reporting period
were $354,928.

In summary, through our agencies
$3,222,600 was spent in social services. This
was made possible through both your
direct support of the Archdiocesan Annual
Appeal, and through your indirect support
of United Way and governments that pro-
vide grants.




The bishops’ views
on Central America issues

by Dale Francis

It was the statement on Central America
that brought the biggest headlines of all
that was done at the fall meeting of the
U.S. bishops in Washington. That was to be
expected. It was a care-
fully prepared 3,000
word review of the
situation in Central
America, but within it
was a relatively brief
discussion of U.S. sup-

port for the forces ;/
opposing the Sandinista 4
government in Nicara- VA
gua and the statement =

said this U.S. policy was morally flawed
This made the headlines. Lost was the
context of the statement. What the statement

The Yardstick

What makes

by Msgr. George G. Higgins

Thoroughly accurate statistics on church
in the United States are notori-
ously difficult to come by.
Nevertheless, certain membership trends
can be charted with rea- ——
sonable accuracy. One ,\ S

such trend was analyzed

in considerable detail by 2
the Rev. Dean M. Kelley )
of the National Council > v
of Churches in a 1973 | {Zmff 2

book titled “Why Con-
servative Churches Are

Mr. Kelley’s overall
thesis was that the more liberal mainline
churches were on the decline, statistically
speaking, whereas conservative fundamen-
talist groups were growing rapidly.

Although Mr. Kelley's book was published
almost 15 years ago, it is still frequently
cited, sometimes rather polemically, as
“proof”’ that the mainline churches, includ-
ing the Roman Catholic Church, ought to get

The Human Side

said was, “We do believe the policy of sup-
port for the contras to be morally flawed,
however sincere the intentions of the persons
who have crafted and implemented it.”

It was the “morally flawed"' that made
the headlines and, indeed, was almost all
that the news media reported. They didn't
go on to say why the bishops considered the
policy “‘morally flawed.”

The statement went on to explain its judg-
ment: **Our Catholic teaching demands that
several stringent criteria be met before one
can discard the overriding ‘presumption in
favor of peace and against war.'

*‘Some would argue that the condition of
sufficient cause was well met. As troubled
as we have been by aspects of today's
Nicaragua, it seems to us far from clear that
Sandinista abuses could merit such lethal
response. Still less the criteria of likelihood

out of the business of ecumenism and social
reform and concentrate instead on *‘spiri-
tual” matters

It is time to take another look at Mr
Kelley's book in light of this continuing con-
troversy.

Mr. Kelley argues that the so-called
liberal mainline churches are declining
because they have diluted the principle pro-
duet religion has to offer: providing a clear
sense of life's purpose.

The churches that are gaining member-
ship, Mr. Kelley concludes, are those which
have shunned contact with other churches or
with secular causes and have held firmly to
the belief that they alone have the truth.
They are “high-demand”’ churches, possibly
“‘unreasonable”” and marked by “‘abso-
lutism, conformity and fanaticism.”

He says the low-demand churches that
are losing membership are those that have
opted for diversity, relevance, ecumenical
dialogue and social commitment.

There is undoubtedly something to be said
for Mr. Kelley’s basic thesis. After all, who
needs a church that isn't serious about

of success, proportionality, and even proper
authority seem to have been met. Without
formally judging any of these criteria, we do
hold that the criterion of last resort has truly
been disregarded and it is on this matter that
we consider the U.S. contra policy to be most
seriously in error

When you read the statement in which
the words “‘morally flawed" appeared, you
understand what they were saying and why
they were saying it. They were saying the
policy did not meet the criteria for a just war,
that it disregarded the criterion that use of
force should be a last resort.

It was not a statement in support of the
Sandinista government. To the contrary, the
statement strongly indicted that govern-
ment, especially in its relations with the
Catholic Church in Nicaragua.

But the news media seized on the words

morally flawed,”” made it an indictment in
itself, ignored the bishops’ analysis that it is
flawed because it di ot, in their opinion,
meet the criteria for a just war

Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan, auxiliary of
Brooklyn, who chaired the preparation of the
statement, said he thought the statement was
‘balanced and even-handed.” He is right
This is a careful document that studies the
breadth and depth of the problems of Cen-
tral America, that emphasizes the economic
inequities that are the foundation of the crisis
that is faced. For those who will carefully
read it, it is the balanced and even-handed
statement it was intended to be

But in the real world, bishops’ statements
aren’t read. Instead, catch lines are grabbed

religion and thinks of itself as just another
social agency”?

Nevertheless, there is a danger, as the
Rev. Martin Marty, a Protestant historian,
pointed out, that Mr. Kelley's provocative
study would be “a much misused book, a
manual of arms by would-be rescuers of
drifting Christian organizations.”

In my files I came across a laudatory 1973
review of the book by Jesuit Father Kenneth
Baker, then as now editor of Homiletic and
Pastoral Review, which suggests that this is
a real danger indeed, and not simply a fig-
ment of Professor Marty's critical imagina-
tion. Father Baker, paraphrasing Mr.
Keiley, made a number of valid points. His
concern for theological orthodoxy and his
emphasis on the legitimate role of ecclesi-
astical authority are unexceptionable. On
balance, however, his review of Mr. Kelley’s
book strikes me as a polemical call to arms
against some quite legitimate, indeed in-
dispensable, movements in the Roman Cath-
olic community.

Father Rever’s argument seems to be

Unraveling the mystery behind the decline

by Fr. Eugene Hemrick

The growing shortage of priests in the
United States “‘is an institutional problem,
not a spiritual problem,” according to a new
book by Dr. Dean R.
Hoge of The Catholic
University of America.

His book, “The Fu-

published by Sheed and
Ward and is the product
of three years of re-
search on U.S. Catholic
priests, seminarians, vocation trends and
attitudes of adult and college-age Catholics.

Hoge says the institutional options that
might be employed to curve the crisis fall
into several categories: Ordain married
men; restore some resigned priests to active
ministry; institute a limited term priest-
hood; ordain women; drop the celibacy
requirement.

Hoge contends that angry mothers or a
decline in the faith of our youth are not
responsible for the priest shortage. This
latter contention has caused a heated debate
between sociologists and church officials.

In 1981 Pope John Paul Il argued that the

vocations shortage is “‘part of the spiritual
crisis which exists in the whole of modern
civilization.”

Instead of asking which argument is cor-
rect, we might want to ask some further
questions. For it is a fact that there is a priest
shortage and the number of seminarians is
dropping.

If as Hoge states, youth have a strong
desire to serve the church, why aren't they
identifying with the priesthood? What is
unattractive to them? Why aren’t more
youth dre- ring of a life dedicated to the
service of the altar?

1f, as the pope argues, there is a spiritual
crisis, what is the reason for it? Why aren't
more people identifying with the spiritual life
of the church? Where has the attractiveness
weakened? What are the blocks?

On the flip side, what distracts people
from the spiritual and from the priesthhood?

The church is a Spirit-endowed society;
ultimately the Holy Spirit is running every-
thing. This being true, what is the Spirit tell-
ing us by allowing a shortage of priests?

Were we too top-heavy with priests? Is
the Spirit creating a better balance in the
church? Do the priesthood statistics need to
bottom out in order to rebound to new
heights? Or should the priesthood remain
weak so that through weakness God can
better accomplish his work

These questions are not intended to con-
fuse the priest shortage issue further, but to
make the point that we are dealing ulti-
mately with a mystery

Does anyone really know what causes a
person to identify with one thing and not
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by the news media to be used for their own
purposes. In the context of the political situa-
tion today, the bishops’ statement may well
be used by the Sandinistas they criticize for
political propaganda, and it can be used
against Nicaraguans who believe they should
keep their nation from Marxist rule

There were bishops who opposed the
statement, precisely because they thought it
would be used as it Catholics should
understand their bishops, in making their
statement, had no intention of supporting
Marxists or plans for Soviet conquest of the
American continent. They spoke for peace
and justice. Too bad their words were
stripped from their context.

a church popular in the United States?

that those Catholic “‘experts” who are pro-
moting social action and the ecumenical
movement are barking up the wrong tree
‘What has happened,” he says, ‘‘has been
just the opposite of the expectation of the
‘experts’: Instead of strengthening the
appeal of the Catholic Church, it has turned
people away."”

On the face of it, that might sound plaus-
ible. But wait a minute. The Second Vatican
Council irrevocably committed the church to
ecumenism and laid heavy emphasis on the
importance of the church’s social ministry
If 1 have understood them correctly, Mr.
Kelley and Father Baker would be compelled
by their own logic to conclude that imple-
menting the council’s directives on these two
issues is a recipe for failure.

1 don’t agree. But even if I were forced
to admit, for the sake of argument, that
God wants his church to “‘fail” (in the short
run) as the price of implementing the letter
and the spirit of Vatican II, I would not be
even slightly disturbed. I would simply say:
So be it.

1987 by NC News Service

in vocations

another? Why a person is attracted or not
attracted to something and how the Holy
Spirit works?

When we admit we are dealing with mys-
tery we become more humble. Perhaps if all
concerned parties were more humble and not
s0 sure they really knew the answers, more
people might come forward and help us solve
the problem of the priest shortage.
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Another view
on Latin Mass

I wish to offer a completely different
perception of the Latin Mass than that pre
sented by Lou Jacquet in his column “‘How
Far Has the Church Come in the Last 25
Years?" (The Criterion, Nov. 27)

I was startled by his comment, “I'd
forgotten how shockingly true it was that the
folks in the pews were spectators, not parti-
cipants.” This is completely untrue. When,
as a teenager, [ was attracted to the Catholic
Church, I was overwhelmed by the rever-
ence which permeated the church. The peo-
ple were totally immersed in the Mass.

There was no whispering, no giggling, no
gesturing toward friends, no distraction from
the holy purpose of being there at that time
the worship of God. When, later, I entered
the church, I felt that I was participating
totally in the Mass. It is an absurdity that
Catholics in the '30s and '40s did not know
what the priest was saying. Every wor-
shipper had a prayerbook or missal with the
Latin on one side and the English on the
other.

If a worshipper came in late, he needed
only a quick glance at the priest and his posi-
tion at the altar, perhaps his next words
(quite audible to persons in the pews) to
know exactly what was “‘going on.” I found
the universal language an indication of the
universality of the church.

Sermons were always preached in the
vernacular. It is quite possible to learn
enough Latin to follow a High Mass in that
language. I used to go the the High Mass at
the cathedral and follow it in the Latin. My
feeling was of complete and intense parti-
cipation with the priest when he elevated the
host. Instead of folksy “‘togetherness," the
emphasis was on the majesty of God, the
burning desire of his children to adore him
without distraction.

Make Christmas
more meaningful

by Cynthia Schultz

While most of us are scurrying around
preparing for the holidays—decorating the
house and the tree and thinking up gift ideas
for loved ones—I wonder about the message
of materialism we are passing along to our
children.

Don’t get me wrong. I'm not Mrs.
Secrooge. I enjoy the fanfare as much as the
next person. But while Christmas is a joyful
season, it also strikes a sad chord within me.

It seems to be a greedy, self-centered time
of year. Couldn’t we make it more mean-
ingful? Why can’t we invite the widow down
the street to dinner over the holidays? Or
why not make a trip to a nursing home with
a few small gifts to spread some cheer? Or
give our children less and let them see the
glow on the faces of some children in an
orphanage when they open a gift; children
who will never know the love of a family?

Couldn't we give more of ourselves and
our time to others to celebrate the birth of
Our Savior?

Our family has been establishing some
s to celebrate Christmas for the past
few years. I'm not looking for accolades, but
hope others can discover creative ways to
reach out and share the spirit

t the name of a stru
ney t

For exal
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POINT OF VIEW

Pathetic little of the reverence, humility
and holy silence of the days of the Latin Mass
remain in Catholic churches today. My “‘un-
changing church™ has changed

People laugh and gossip in whispers. A
priest at a local church assured the congre
gation it was “perfectly all right to talk in
church.” A priest led the congr: ion in
noisy applause at the close of a First Holy
Communion (“Didn’t they do well? Let's
give them a big hand' "), Surely equating one
of the holiest spiritual experiences these
children would ever have with a skit or per
formance for the entertainment of the adult
congregation bordered on sacrilege.

Only slightly less inappropriate is clap-
ping at a baptism. It used to be recognized
that suitable behavior differed between
the talent show and the church, the sports
arena and the cathedral. No more. Behavior
once suited to a rousing basketball game is
being encouraged at holy ceremonies, to the
appalling detriment of meditation, rever
ence, and the dignity once accorded a church
rite.

If you choose to print a portion of my
letter, please withhold my name. I have no
desire to enter into debate with anyone

Name withheld

Indianapolis

Praise for Holy
Cross Brothers

First, I wish to thank you for publish-
ing my letter in the Nov. 27 issue of The
Criterion.

Second, I must admit I was disappointed
that the last paragraph was completely elim-
inated (for space reasons). I was particu-
larly interested in giving the Brothers of the
Holy Cross some recognition for their many
years of teaching at Cathedral High School.

In all the publicity of recognizing our reli-
gious teachers, they have been completely

the Christmas Eve our family, along with a
neighbor girl, braved 11 degree tempera-
tures to deliver toys and clothes to a single
mother and her three sons. The girl’s mother
wanted to be a part of our project and packed
along warm sweaters and hats for the little
boys.

While my family has erratically given
blood to the American Red Cross through the
years, this will be the first year parents and
older daughters will donate as a Christmas
project. The Red Cross is constantly remind-
ing us of its shortage of blood, so what bet-
ter gift could we give to our community?

‘We make it a habit when passing a Salva-
tion Army bell ringer, or a roadblock for a
needy cause, to drop a dollar into the bucket
Sometimes we pass more than one in a day
and several in a week. It's not much, but
every little bit helps.

Some years, instead of giving a gift to our
parents, who seem to have everything at
their ages, we buy for a family who has
needs. The parents receive a card explain-
ing what we did in their names, and they

always seem pleased.

There are so many things we can do to
make Christmas special. In our community,
a restaurant owner is always looking for
volunteers each year to help him cook and
serve free meals to the hungry for a month
And in an adjoining county, volunteers pick
up discarded toys from children, repair them
and pass them out to others who might not
otherwise receive any

My family could do much more, but we've
got a star eveloping pw tradi
tions. I wish we all coul¢ spirit al

year inste
identify w

ignored. Even the paid ads for Cathedral
High School's 70th anniversary, praising
reputation, did not once give recognitior
to the many religious men of the Holy Cros:
Congregation who staffed it for more than 50
years. One ad boasted of the number of grad
uates who went on to become priests and
religious. Another the form of a te
monial, was by a graduate who went on t
achieve the Nobel Peace Prize

Although the Holy Cross Brothers are no
longer teachers in the archdiocese, they do
ieserve some recognition and support for the
part they played in building up our Catholic
lay, religious and professional supporters of
our church today

The addresses are
of the Holy Cross, P.O. Box 460, Notre Dam¢
Ind. 46556, or Holy Cross Junior College
Notre Dame, Ind. 46556

Provincial, Brothers

Nancy Lavelle
Indianapolis

Prayer by
Henri Nouwen

I am the Patricia that Ann Greenwell
mentioned in her “Night Prayer” that
appeared in your paper on Dec. 6 (“My
Journey to God"" column). I am thankful to
have the prayer support of my loving mother
through so many years of my life. She in-
cludes me in her rosary each day and it is

wonderful to be in the sight of both mothers.
As I study psychology and encounter both
theologians and psychologists, I have dis-
overed a number of inspiring prayers— and
pray-ers. Father Henri J. M. Nouwen is one
f these and the following is from his book
A Cry for Mercy” (1983 by Image Books,
Doubleday, Garden City, N.Y.)

Dear Lord, I will remain restless, tense,
and dissatisfied until I can be totally at peace
in your house.

But I am still on the road, still journey-
ing, still tired and weary, and still wonder-
ing if I will ever make it to the city on the hill

‘With Vincent van Gogh, I keep asking
your angel, whom I meet on the road, ‘Does
the road go uphill then all the way?’ And the
answer is, ‘Yes, to the very end.’ And I ask
again: ‘And will the journey take all day
long?’ And the answer is: ‘From morning till
night, my friend.

‘So1go on, Lord, tired, often frustrated,
irritated, but always hopeful to reach one
day the eternal city far away, resplendent
in the evening sun.

““There is no certainty that my life will be
any easier in the years ahead, or that my
heart will be any calmer. But there is the cer-
tainty that you are waiting for me and will
welcome me home when I have persevered
in my long journey to your house.

0 Lord, give me courage, hope and con-
fidence. Amen."”

Patricia Greenwell Hammond
Cambridge, Mass.
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Holiday visitors cometh

by Cynthia Dewes

Once upon a time there were a grandma
a grandpa, an old doggie and a mean kitty
all living together in a neat, quiet house
in the forest. They listened to soothing
music on the radic and «
watched their favorite
TV programs and read
their mail every day. It
was peaceful at night
when they went to bed

Then one day Goldi-
locks came to visit,
along with her sisters,
their mom and dad, and
a couple of large dogs \
They arrived in two cars stuffed mth suit-
cases, toys, baby bottles, enormous boxes of
paper diapers, and dog biscuits. They ate a
lot of porridge and sat in all the chairs and
slept in all the beds.

Everyone was excited and happy about
the visit. Everyone except the mean cat, who
hissed a lot and lurked in closets until the
sounds of food being dropped into his dish
drew him out of hiding. His eyes were enor-
mous most of the time, and were constantly
shifting in all directions. His demeanor
ranged from cautious to frenzied.

The dogs were fed at the same time ever
day, and all three were given dog biscuits
when the old doggie took her medicine. It
was a celebration of sympathetic illness
with the guest dogs commiserating with their
hostess about her health problems over tea

in this case dog) biscuits

After awhile, the neat, quiet house began
to change. The windows were frosted with
cold weather, hot breath, and fingerprints
Shades and curtains hung askew and doors
stood ajar. The garage door went up and
down like a yo-yo and the mailbox lid hur
open like a tired gray tongue. Candy paj
and half-eaten fruit and tiny parts from
plastic toys appeared here and there, with
and without the house

The grandpa and grandma were sore
from smiling so much. They missed their
favorite TV programs and even fell asleep
watching the six o’clock news. Their friends
didn't care to “talk to Goldilocks™ on the
phone anymore when they calied, “but
thanks anyway " The people at church
reminded them that there was a nursery for
small children during services.

Bill coliectors began to call because the
mail had not been opened within anyone’s
memory. Magazines and newspapers yel-
lowed. It took the grandparents a few
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minutes to rermember the name of the
dent of the U.S., and if Wor
suddenly been declared they wo!
been the last to know
The grandma and grandpa had
how pleasant it could be when
diate and had meaning only
They were reminded that discc
new tooth is infinitely more
analyzing Central American pe F:
t the adventures of Winnie the Pooh ar
1 can generate

honest interest than summit meet
trade gap:

Finally one day, when all the port
was eaten and all the chairs were broker
all the beds were mussed, Goldilocks and her
sisters, her parents and the dogs piled into
their two cars and drove away. They blew
kisses and waved

Once again the house in the forest was
quiet. Once again the grandma and grandpa
remembered what it was to “‘change and
become like little children.” Now they were
ready for Christmas.

check-1t-out...

1” Several Christmas television specials
suitable for viewing by the entire family will
be telecast in the Indianapolis area on
WTHR-TV, Channel 13 next week. “The
Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary,” narrated
by Loretta Young and depicting the early
days of Jesus' life on earth, will be shown at
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 24. *‘The Annun-
ciation,” a celebration of motherhood and
the motherhood of Mary in particular, will
be hosted by Helen Hayes at 4:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 25. Both specials are the work of
Holy Cross Father Patrick Peyton’s Family
Theater Productions, whose motto is, *“The
family that prays together stays together.”
Mother Basilea Films will present ““The
Golden Lifelines of Sinai’" at 4 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Dec. 24 and “Jesus, Beloved Child" at
9 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 25. The traditional
Midnight Mass celebrated by the pope in
Rome will be telecast by satellite on Christ-
mas Eve.

#” The Indiana Association of the Deaf will

offer Sign Language Classes in a ten-week
session this winter. Fees include: $26 for a
single registration, $42 for a family (limit of
three), and an additional charge for the text-
book. Registration will be held from 7 to 8
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
Jan. 46 in suite 817, 445 N. Pennsylvania St
For more information call Jacki Davis at
317-636-DEAF.

¢” St. Francis Hospital will offer CPR
(Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) for Heart-
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savers from 620 10 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 19.
The class is designed to save heart attack
vietims. Another class to help infants and
children, CPR for Totsavers will be held
from 6 to 10 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 21 at the
hospital. Registration fee for each class is $10

r person; both classes: $15 per person. A
Standard First Aid Course in two sessions
will be held from 6 to 10 p.m. on Tuesday and
Thursday, Jan. 12 and 14. The fee for atten
ling both sessions is §15 per person. Those
wishing further information 1 all 317

783-8151

¢” A Spiritual Enrichment Series will be
held at Beech Grove Benedictine Center
from 7 to 10 p.m. on Thursdays, Jan. 14
through March 10. Topics include Spiri
tuality of Community, Compassion of Jesus
Stewardship of the Earth, Economics, Re-
nciliation, Sacramental Life, Christian
Unity, Eucharist and Cost of Discipleship.
$7.50 per session. Water, Gym and Yoga
Programs in a Winter/Spring Fitness '88
series will be held from Jan. 4 through May
21, Call 317-788-7581 for information and
reservations

v” Benedictine Father Matthias Neuman
will direct a retreat for men and women on
the theme * lﬂul'. Sin and Reconciliation in
Christian Liviug" on the weekend of January
15-17 at St. Jude Guest House on the grounds
of St. Meinrad Archabbey. The retreat will
focus on building spiritual strengths and
habits, the reality of sin our modern world,
and the need for sacramental reconciliation
in the practice of faith. For reservations and
information call 812-357-6585

1” West/Indy Parent Support Group Using

Toughlove meets from 7 to 9 p.m. every Mon-
day evening at 2302 W. Morris St. The Janu-
ary 25, 1988 meeting will f2ature a prograiu
by Don Meyer on ““All You Ever Wanted
to Know About Drugs, But Were Afraid to
Ask.” For more information on the group
call 317-243-3742

VIPS...

+” Father Boniface
Hardin, president of
Martin Center College
in Indianapolis, was
named in a recent poll
as a prominent religious
leader in the black com-
munity. The poll was
conducted by The Indi-
anapolis Recorder to
find out who speaks for the black commun-
ity in Indianapolis. Father Hardin was
named second among black religious leaders
after the Rev. T. Garrott Benjamin, pastor
of Light of the World Christian Church
Father Hardin is a member of the St
Meinrad Benedictine community and has
been involved in pastoral and social justice
work for many years in the Indianapolis
area. He founded Martin Center College in
1977

VICTOR PHARMACY

Since we had several correct entries, our $25 Prize Winner was selected
at random (See Rule #4) Congratuiations to the winner this week
Ernestine Dillon, St. Michael, Greenfield
— Your $25 Check is in the Mail —
1) Anyone can enter “The Ad Game with the
2) Entries must be received on or befc 0on on the first Tuesday

3) All entries must be accompanied by the name and address of the 3
4) In case of a tie. the winner will be picked at random from the winning entries received

Due to the holiday scheduling the next “Ad Game” will appear
in the January 8th issue of The Criterion. Watch for it!

exception of employe

JOYOUS CELEBRATION 1987—Accompanis' Andrea Buening md Director Tammy
Anderson are seen with the Chatard High School Choir during a concert for choirs
and bands on Sunday, Dec. 13. Included from the Chatard High School Music Depart-
ment were the Beginning Band, the Choir, the Chorus, the Concert Band, Sound on
Stage, and the Jazz Band in a repertoire of new and traditional selections. The
i choirs ps a finale. (Photo by Margaret Nelson)
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by Margaret Nelson

Hortense Rowlett has probably been an
active member of St. Rita Church, Indiana
polis, longer than anyone else. She's 83 and
has been a member since 1929

Glowing as she talked, Hortense said

Most of the people I knew are dead and
gone. I wonder what I'm staying around her«
for." But physically and mentally, she show
no signs of slowing down from her active lif¢
And the sparkle in her eyes reveals a liveli-
ness usually found in those decades younger

Hortense still grows the flowers that dec
orate St. Rita's altar all summer. She pro
vided the plants for the booth at the annua
parish Christmas Bazaar last Sunday

A Eucharistic minister and lector, Hor
tense also helps pastoral assistant Provi
dence Sister Margaret Irene to prepare for
weekly home M s. And she can be seen
at the church on Saturdays, helping clean it
up for the weekend Masses

Hortense still works one day a week. In
fact, it was her employer who provided her
with her most memorable experience—:
visit to Rome almost 50 years ago

‘The place would take your breath
away!" she observed. She described the
historic sites and works of art as if she
had seen them yesterday. She marveled at
Michelangelo’s *‘Creation™ on the ceilir
the Sistine Chapel, calling it “gorgeous,”
the blocks that make up the Appian Way

One of her favorite sights was Michel-
angelo’s David in Florence. I don't see how
a man took a chisel and made that, even
those curls on his head!" she reflected

But Hortense said Rome makes her
think: “God is trying to show man who's
boss. All those buildings, like the Coloseum
could have been torn all the way down. But
they are there as a reminder of what hay
pened."” She reflected on what is going on in
our country today. ‘‘Rome destroyed itself

from within. It seems like ve’re going to do
the same thing."

When Horterse went to Rome, she saw
Pope Pius XI She ated just te

ravel to see [’ope

I think he is the Xind of
rather have you do what he t

who woul

Is you thar

me to see him." She compa

streets and holiday

King, Jr., but ignoring whz
it about civil rights

Hortense heard some women comment
n What we need is for the Blessed Vir
to come agal She told them, ““Why s
she? We didn’t pay any attention to wh

1id when she came to Fati

A woman who had not seen a doctor for
more than 50 years until she fell about
Hortense flew to Kansas City tc
recent Thanksgiving week with a
nephew. She enjoys being able to get around
But she likes to remember the early days of
St. Rita Church, too.

Hortense especially likes to remember al
the things Father Bernard Strange did to
build up the parish community. When he first
came in 1930, St. Rita’s consisted of a two-
room church and two rooms for school. ““It
was just a wilderness out there," she remem-
bered. She told some of the things the priest
did to make the parish so prominent in the
neighborhood and in the community

Especially significant was the
Father Strange and Bishop Ritter
black children to be admitted to the Catholic
and public high schools, according to the
St. Rita veteran. She heard Father Strange
say, “What do you think I'm sending them
to grade school for if they can’t get into high
school?"* She remembers him “‘working like
a dog down there.

Hortense is amused when she remembers
how the priest scraped to get such nice things
for St. Rita's. “When he built the schog
he built a tunnel to the church. He never
showed the archbishop that

year ag
spend th

Advent penance services
are still available in deaneries

announced communal pend
Advent. Several confessors wil! be present
at each location. Parishioners are encour
aged to make use of the sacrament of recon-
ciliation at a parish and time which is con-
venient.

Following is a list of services which have
been scheduled, according to deanery

Indianapolis West Deanery
Dec. 20,2 p.m. ssumption/St. Anthony, at
St. Anthony.

Indianapolis South Deanery
Dec. 22, 7:30 p.m., St. James the Greater.

Indianapolis East Deanery
Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., St. Bernadette

Batesville Deanery
Dec. 18, 7 p.m., St. Martin, Yorkville
Dec. 20, 2 p.m., St. Paul, New Alsace.

Connersville Deanery
Dec. 19, 12:05 p.m., St. Mary, Richmond,
Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., 8. Andrew, Richmond

New Albany Deanery
Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., St. Mary, New Albany
Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., St. Augustine/" red
Heart at Sacred Heart, Jeffersonville
Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., St. Mary, Lanesville

Tell City Deanery
Dec. 21, 7 p.m., St. Pius, Troy
Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., St. Boniface, Fulda
Dec. 30 p.m., St. Meinrad, St. Meinrad
Dec. 23, 7 p.m., St. Isidore, Bristow
Dec. 23, 7:30 p.m., St. Martin, Siberia

St. Susanna corresponds
with sister school in Austria

by Margaret Nelson

St. Susanna School in Plainfield, Indiana,
and St. Susanna School in Plainfield, Austria,
are sister schools.

But the relationship goes beyond knowing
of the existence of the other school. Students
at the two schools exchange letters about
three times a year. And at Christmas time,
the Austrian school sends a special treat—a
recording of its special Christmas songs and
greetings, done in English just for the near-
west side Indianapolis school. Twice the
school has received phone calls from its
overseas sister school

Participants at both schools are in similar
age ranges. At the local St. Susanna, the

eight, nine and ten-year-olds participate ir
the exchange project with the Austrian
school

Principal Fred Schmits explained that the
students at the Austrian school have English
classes about 30 minutes a week to help them
translate the messages into individual letters
to their American “'pen pals."” But the Indi-
ana school does not have the luxury of lan-
guage classes. Several times, a Germa
born woman has worked with the students
on a volunteer basis, helping them translate
their letters

Schmits explained that the correspon
dence helps “‘broaden the scope of the stu
f their world and how

dents’ understanding
far their caring and sharing can reach

Father Strange used all kinds of money
making ideas so that the people in the area
would have a nice school and church. And he
found building materials in Europe, she said

We were all kind of mad when they
iamed the street after Rev. E
Father Strange did so much
i, Hortense confessed, “But Father
ange didn’t want recognition. That
1 pull off-—near anything
n Kansas City, Hortense lost her
jeath when she wa

own when

> to build it

her teer

She r her six younger brothers and

isters, seeing that they all received an
education before she went out on her own
Hortense recalls her husband, who died
in 1949 “'Sam was a good man. He had
tudied for the priesthood for four years
That's one thing I didn’t like about him," she
said with a grin. "I have had no desire to
marry again. I figure, don’t push your luck.’
Hortense Rowlett would like to do one
thing while she’s still able to get around com-
fortably. She would like to return to Rome
But the only way I could do that would be
if I won the lottery,” she laughed
But first I'd fix St. Rita so they wouldn't
have to worry about money anymore."

Hortense Rowlett
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Mary in Our Faith

The Criterion, December 18, 1987

Making friends with Jesus’ mother

by Richara Cain
Fourteenth in a series

When asked to explain jazz, the great
trumpet player Louis Armstrong replied, *'if
you have to ask, you'll never understand

Like jazz, devotion to Mary can be
explained :# ‘hest only imperfectly. I
breathe her,” said Sharon Kraabel
member of St. Luke Parish in Indianapolis
“It's not like a fancy, like I invent her
presence. I assume it. I just believe that no
matter what I do, she is there.”

That is the way those who are close to
Mary understand their devotion. It is not
merely a method or practice such as mak-
ing a novena or saying a rosary. Instead, it
is a relationship with a real person—or
rather, two, for a true relationship with Mary
always involves discovering and deepening
a relationship with her son, Jesus.

Relationship with Mary can come in
many forms: Mary as friend, as mother, as
sister, as queen, as heroine and model. More
often, the relationship is a mixture uniquely
suited to the experiences and needs of the
individual.

I Jacki Sorensen’s  Jacki Sorensen’s
Aerobic Dancing  Aerobic Workout
B Register No B Drop-in Anytime,

Pay As You Go

For example, Kraabel wered M
through her own need as a ct n
whom she could feel close. She remen

finding Mary as a mother in a pa 1

Raphael called *“The Madonna of the Chair
In the painting) she ory earth

warm, Roman peasant Kraabel recall

h about her
sh about her

There was nothing stand
She was always drawing o

e into her lap
toward Jesus

The value of devotion to Mary—as in any
devotion—ivin its ability to lead one
oneself more completely to Jesus and to God
That is why Pope John Paul I likes to speak
of Mary as a “presence’ in our midst

But this does not mean that Mary stands
between Jesus and us. Rather she is a mutual
friend in the background, ready to help us get
to know Jesus better—if we choose to accept
her offer of help. She does this primarily by
making Jesus more human and real to us

Another distortion of devotion to Mary is
the idea that she is a merciful mother who
must convince her son not to judge us sinners
too harshly. But how can any human being
be more merciful than Mercy itself? What
ever role Mary plays—in heaven as on
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i en to her by God th

opening prayer for the Vigil Ma

Assumption the priest begin

the lowly Virs
\n areth and making her
Savior. May the prayer
clothed with the sun b
ng world and fill the void orapletion
with the presence of her child

e Mother of our

The beauty of this form of prayer is the
solidarity it builds with Mary. For we pray
not to Mary but with her to God

This practice moves us toward the ( “hrist:
centered approach to Mary emphasized by
Vatican I1. For according to the council’s
teaching, any devotion to Mary should flow
out of and into the worship life of the people
of God, the liturgy of the church

Popular and private) devotions should

be s0 drawn up that they harmonize with the
liturgical seasons, accord with the sacred
liturgy, are in some way derived from it
and lead the people to it, since in fact the
liturgy by its very nature is far superior to
any of them.

The liturgy is the highest form of devo-
tion because through it we share in the wor-
ship of the great High Priest, Jesus Christ,
as he offers himself to God

Since devotion to Mary is so personal,
what follows are three snapshots of indi-
vidual relationships with Mary. The first is
an excerpt from a retreat talk Sharon Kraa-
bel gave to a group of Lutheran women on
prayer. The second is a letter from David
Dwyer, a specialist in internal medicine and
also a member of St. Luke Parish. The third
is by a contemplative Carmelite nun from
the Monastery of St. Joseph in Terre Haute.

‘Tidy Bowl’ tasks

I speak something to you of Mary—not
in any majestic images of dogmatic Mother
Church, but rather in homespun holiness,
tending to the “Tidy-bowl" tasks of her day
for it is in this woman that is rooted the rare
regard which Jesus had for the inferiorly-
rated female sex. All these centuries later,
we owe much to this lady. Shall we then
look—and see?
ry—moving about a plain Nazareth
made more radiant by her inner glow
“f Spirit-gift

Mary—weaving cloth even as she spun
stories for the toddling son tagging at her
skirt-hem

Mary—slipping into Joseph's workshop at
peak of day's heat with a brimful pitcher
and basket of bounty—cooling draughts then
clay-cupped in her graceful hands. Her
caress and eye’s greeting far sweeter service
to lighten Joseph's labor than other refresh-
ment of water and succulent fruit!

There are so many images which emerge
of Mary “meanly’’ manifesting Abba's love
as she persevered in the tasks of time, of
earthly life—tasks plodding, peaceful,
always prayerful in the succession of soon-
solitary trials which pierced her hear! to
perpetual perfection. (Are not our hearts,
too, being continually consecrated to Christ's
sacred core, his very heart?): Jesus’ breast-
fed beginning, his mother’s presence always
close in a healthy childhood, changing some
sort of diapers, bathing his skin, softening it
against the harshness of that desert sun with
olive oil.

Whether a Bethlehem babe, a toddler in
Egypt or growing boy in Nazareth, the most
special security was constantly near in the
love of his mother and her husband, Joseph.
They loved him and each other. What GOOD
was literally fed into Jesus from his mother's
hands in the form of hearth-baked barley
bread, goat milk, fruit from orchards and
fields of his parents’ friends. Where did the
Psalms initially sink into his soul but from
her heartsung repetition?

She calms my fear

Dear Blessed Mother
It hasn't been very long that [ have given
ye rea 1€ r life. For most of
my life I ignore 1 entirely. Only when I
ned pp: did my
1d begin to oper muurmm.
vorld. Even the ferstand what
eant wher ve are all your chi
As 1 searched for you lually
yrmed my rosaries int versations
Soon your presence | 0 affect me many
time throughout th

alme sel your ge

and leading me like a small

hi led to the lap of your fearfully
wonderful son. Sometimes because of my
fear and shame my feet won't move. I can't
even look up toward his face. But your hand
leads me

Truly, you are the most perfect of God's
creatures. You have been given the power
and the duty to guide your children as our
mother.

How strange it is that no matter how I try
to tighten my grip to you, it is only your son's
gentle grip that I feel. For you are the door-
way to his presence

First she was sister

Most of us think of M as our mother.
This is natural and almost spontaneous. It
is the fruit of the legacy of Jesus himself
from the cross—his last gift to the world he
came to redeem

We in Carmel also revere Mary and love
her tenderly as mother—and as mother of
Carmel. We look to her as the pondering one,
the contemplative par excellence, the one
who kept all things in her heart. Her entire
life was a “‘yes.” Her fidelity was constant
from the beginning of the Incarnation until
her own death

Yet there is a further relationship with
the Mother of God which is ours by right
of the title of our order. We are called “the
Brothers and Sisters of Our Lady of Mt
Carmel.”” Mary is a real sister in our lives,
one whom we cherish, admire, imitate
and look to for inspiration, guidance and
instruction.

There are sisterly bonds which some-
times make it easier for a person to con-
fide morc readily in a sister than in a
mother And we cannot forget that before
Mary became mother, she was first of all
sister—universal sister with the fullness of
humanity

Perhaps no author expresses this with
greater depth of human insight that Father
John Lynch in his lyrical spiritual classic, “A
Woman Wrapped in Silence™:

Our generation finds it hard to think of her

as one with us

Not true to think/Her tears were not as salt
as tears may be,/And not as real./This
voice could laugh and sob and sing and
ery

Except for gentleness and modesty,/The
grace she held in fullness, was as grace/We
hold, a silent gift

This is the way we see her in the little
village of Nazareth, an e: “mple of what a
human being perfectly surrendered to God
can become.

Her journey in utter faith was a life’s
Journey as ours is. Like us, she did not know
what the future held for her. She, too, sens-
ed absence and aloneness, darkness, uncer-
tainty and loss. How simply we can relate to
her in this role—as one of us— who lived the
dailiness of little things in joy, comforting
and supporting those around her.

Hers was a little world. But because she
responded to it with total selflessness, it
became in a mysterious way the whole wide
sorrowing world to which she brought its
Promised One.

We can go to her because she opens her
heart as sister. We can pray with her
Together our voices can “laugh and sob, sing
and ery”!

Because Mary is our sister in every
real sense, we too can hope and believe that
the Mighty One can also do great things
in us.

Sharing on all these levels, feeling so at
home with her, we can learn from Mary her
own way of prayer, of stillness, of compas-
sion. She can show us how to move out to
others, carrying Christ with us.

BRSSP
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Finding the Lord in everyday life

by Fr. Herbert Weber these
During a recent visit with my father personal f
in a nursing home, he and I prayed examy

decade of the rosary together. Because
of a stroke he suffered last y
was unable to pray more. But that be use
single decade of the sorrowful myster
ies was filled with all the suffer

pecifically to the

experie

inal gathering or

s together. I did not disturb ther
t I am sure that the devotion had
ause of the cross of
nty that they were

Even devotion to a saint still can
aning for people. But it
spend some time

ich me

y be necessary to

It on missic At the time of tt ti earching for those whose lives reflect
hope that he and my f remains yortant is to kee the Philippines, I obs d a small what one is experiencing
through during the la: mind that devotions do r g up of university s ts from the Perhaps that is the genius of the
reflected our humnan exp the Mass. Tristear, davolions ax Philippines praying the Stations of the patron concept. Persons of vir
It was not the first ti tuall

and I have prayed the ros
up in the 1950s our famil
many that gathered for ¢
I recall eagerly waiting t
enough to lead some of the prayer
Years have passed since ther
Church devotions and family prayer

have their pl,xu when they p
bridge between one’s life experience
and the message of the faith that
celebrated by the church

A devotion is a form
prayer in which one or several people
participate. Devotions can be developed
and adapted by anyone. Most fre-
quently, devotions are at their best
when celebrated in conjunction with the
church’s liturgical cycle.
“amilies have told me that they
regularly involve members in home
expressions of the church's seasons

» Advent wreaths are used with a
short Scripture passage

of personalized

as the candle
for each Sunday of the season is lit

»The home Nativity is com-
pleted with children adding the figur
ines of the Magi on the feast of the
Epiphany and singing “We Three
Kings."”

» A Lenten calendar is followed, and
certain prayers and sacrifices become
family projects

» Images of new life—butter
eggs, flowers—are collected around
Easter and brought into a family
prayer session

ies,

an look to some:
experiences.
oup of chimney sweeps
though right out of a
Dickens novel—at Holy Name Cathe-
dral in Chicago celebrating their patron
it's feast

The way to make sense of devotions
today is neither to try to recreate what
was going on 30 years ago nor to
disregard the past. Devotions remain a
vehicle of prayer for those who try to
keep in touch with their faith. But devo-
tions have to be timely and appropriate.

People have to keep one ear to the
sound of whatever is going on in their
lives and the other ear to the thrust of
the church calendar and the liturgical
message

This was summed up when a woman
told me she used to light blessed can-
dles whenever there was a storm. She
asked if that was still acceptable. I, in
turn, asked what the candle meant to
her and what it was about storms that
led her to seek some protection

Soon our discussion changed to the
use of the Easter candle lit in the dark-
ness of Holy Saturday night. She
decided she would continue to light a
candle during storms, but it would not
be a near-magic ritual of warding off
evil

Instead, it would be a prayer of
thankfulness that Christ is a light in the
dark

For her, a new meaning had been
resurrected from an old devotion.

lly any occupation

ne who has shared thei

once saw

dressed a

Ways to pray in spite of life’s hectic pace

by Fr. David O'Rourke, OP

Forty years ago when I was a little boy, our pastor
always ended his Sunday sermon with the week’s
announcements. And the announcements always had
the same conclusion. We knew he was .)I)w' to leave
the pulpit when he said, “‘Novena to the i Heart
Friday after Mass and devotions to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Monday night at 7:30."

1 used to wonder what these devotions weré
since our family’s church attendance never

ried
aried

This Week in Focus |

Devotions can be a bridge betweer
one's life experiences and the church's
celebration of faith, our writers

this week. Devotions provide a way to
awaken prayer and respond to the many
individual spiritual needs created by the
stresses of our complex society One
effective and increasingly popular form
of devotion today involves meditating on
passages in Scripture alone and in

B

from the second pew at the 11 a.m
found out

Mass I never

Today interest in religious devotions that comple
ment the church’s regular worship is growing. Atten-
dance at Mass still forms the solid core of Catholic
worship and is clearly the principal form of piety for
most Catholics. But other kinds of piety, more
individual and personal, also maintain their appeal

Mark is a lawyer,
bilities in a major Californiz
hours on high pre
quiet and refl

man with big responsi-
aw firm. He works long
ure cases. As a result mom
ire a luxury

a youn

Near h hurch which regularly has
I ions at lunch time. There are novenas
t their annual feasts, special
Ad and Lent and periodic

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Mark dr
the church at lunch time, at least for a few minute
several ti

s a week
I have to admut that my reasons are as much tied
and quiet as to devotion,” Mark told me

But in my work the pressure is so constant you have
ke an effort to give spiritual matters some

y time

to peace

qual

Mark added another quality he values. “They're
also dependable. All I have to do is show up and I
know that a prayerful rite will be scheduled. And
when you're practically commuting between your
client’s office and the superior court that means so
much.”

Another friend who is semiretired takes an active
part in a Bible-centered prayer group. Marilyn tells
me that her group does not gather to study the
Seripture, although group members do that on their
own. “We just read the passages from the Sunday
liturgy and then pray about whatever the readings
bring to mind or whatever seems important.”

Devotions traditionally differ from the church's
official public worship. Theologians point out that the
church’s public liturgy is grounded in the creature’s
duty to honor the Creator and in the community's

eed to foster its human and religious well-being
Because of its public nature, the liturgy has a com-
inal and a formal quality

Religious devotions can be tied more greatly to
individual needs, to local practices or cultural
traditions. Marilyn's active role and regular partici-
patior her group are very different from Mark's

essured attempt to catch whatever devotional
moments he can. But their devotions have notes in
common

They come in response to personal needs. They are
added to public worship, not substituted for it

The breadth of spiritual needs created by our
society, which moves so fast, is great. So we witness
people trying to find ways to bring spiritual meaning
into their lives.

For many, the rediscovery of traditional religious

devotions and the development of new ones is proving
a means to that spiritual renewal.

a - -
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Liturgy of
the Hours

by Fr. Lawrence Mick

The church’s Liturgy of the Hours is
making its way into the lives of more
and more lay people.

Many parishes are beginning to
meet people’s need to pray together in
settings beyond official worship by
celebrating some form of the Liturgy of
the Hours or Divine Office. Following
the church’s ancient tradition, groups of
Catholics have begun to gather for
morning or evening prayer, using adap-
tations of the Liturgy of the Hours that
priests and deacons are expected to
pray daily

In one suburban parish I once
served, we celebrated Vespers or Even-
song every Wednesday evening in
church. Parishioners were encouraged
to gather for this prayer before they
went to the parish meetings scheduled
that night. Other parishioners came
just for the chance to be supported by
others in their prayer.

We began with the lighting of the
Easter Candle and an evening hymn
During the singing of Psalm 141 (**My
prayers rise like incense’), a minister
incensed the candle and the congrega-
tion. This standard evening psalm was
followed by one or two psalms recited
by the assembly in alternating verses.

Each psalm was followed by a pause
for silent prayer and a collect, a short
prayer.

A reading from the Bible, or occa-

The Criterion, December 18, 1987

TOR

Christian Prayer

sionally from another spiritual writer
was followed either by silent reflectior
or a brief homily. Then we sang the
Magnificat, Mary’s hymn of praise. A
series of petitions for the needs of the
community and of the world was fol-
lowed by the Lord’s Prayer. A bles:
and final hymn concluded the service
This Vespers service proved very
popular with a significant number of
parishioners. It seemed to meet a felt
need for common prayer, the same
need some other devotions met in
earlier times. Like those devotions, it

was relatively unchanging in structure,

it contained music that became very

1987

.

and it fostered a sense of
those whe

blessing
community among
to pray together

This Vespers service was closely
connected to the official liturgy of the
church, especially the Sunday Euchar-
ist. Its tone and mood changed with the
liturgical seasons, and the readings an
psalms we chose were often linked to
the previous Sunday’s Mass

In that way, the celebration of Ves-
pers extended the Sunday celebration
into the week and led us back to the
Eucharist the following Sunday. That i
exactly what the council said good pop-
ular devotions should do.

that they harmonize with the liturgical
seasons, accord with the sacred liturgy,
are in some fashion derived from it and
lead the people to it. since the liturgy
by its very nd > far surpasses any of
Constitution on the Sacred
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and more parishes
ening prayer
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daily Mass on
ially when a priest 1s

in the years ahead. S
scheduled it in pl
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not available
These communal prayers may pro-
vide an ideal way to celebrate the spirit
of the liturgy throughout the week and

familiar, it included ritual actions

(lighting of the candle, use of incense, that popular devotions

The Second Vatican Council asked

meet the needs of many people for

be so drawn up prayer in common
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The Bible and Us

Scripture can energize personal prayer

by Fr John Castelot

I never could understand why my
mother was so interesied in the obitu-
ary column of the daily paper. Now
that I have reached a certain (or uncer
tain) age, I understand. One's friends
and acquaintances turn up here much
more frequently than on the front page

One interesting development is the
frequency of the notice: “‘Scripture
service at 7 p.m.” Frequently this
seems to replace the former notice
“Rosary at 7 p.m."”

It is not that the rosary is non-
scriptural. After all, the Our Father,
and the first part of the Hail Miry
come directly from the Gospels. But the
Scripture service offers variety and
answers a need people feel to seek
strength by listening to the word of
God.

There are so many marvelous pas-

ages to speak to the hearts of men and
wamen encountering once again the
mystery of death in their lives

This is only one sign of a growing
realization of the tremendous potentia
of Scripture as a source of personal
devotion

The revised Liturgy of the Word in
the Mass, with its introduction of three
reading ry Sunday in a three-year
cycle, also draws attention to the mag-
nificent variety and inexhaustible
riches of the sacred books

With curiosity and interest aroused
by Sunday readings, more and more
people have formed Bible study groups
They meet informally to read and
reflect together on Scripture, to share
insights ar to respond in a practical
way to what God is saying to them
in this way

Imperceptibly study leads to prayer.
Soon the discussion group has become a

prayer group, characterized by sincere
dialog: - with God and with each other

A happy byproduct of this is
heightened sense of belonging, o
ing. This can be hard for people to
come by in a huge parish of a thousand
or more families.

Realistically aware of their own lack
of background in biblical studies, these
study groups often avail themselves of
one of the many excellent aids now
available
xperience has taught me that
‘Share the Word,”" published by Paulist
National Catholic Evangelization Asso-
ciation, is a popular and reliable aid to
Bible study.

Of course, this is only one of many
such aids which have appeared in
recent times.

Occasionally, after a lecture on
the Bible in a parish, someone will
approach me to confide that a passage

I was discussing is one of his or her
favorites. One thing leads to another
ind 1 soon learn that people like this
regularly use Scripture as a source of
personal devotion

Such people personalize what they
read, realizing that the text is speaking
to them. They answer from their
hearts, entering into a dialogue with
Jesus or Paul or Isaiah and ultimately
with God. This is what prayer is about

In the proc: people are getting to
know Jesus. More and more he becomes
a real person to them, a dialogue part-
ner. It shows i their lives.

They find for themselves, with the
help of God's grace, the answer to
Paul’s impassioned cry: "I want to
know Christ!”" (Philippians 3:10).

‘Share the Word"" can be ordered by
ing: Share the Word, 3031 Fourth St., N.E.,
Washington, D.C., 20017. The cost is $5. Make
checks payable to PN.CE.A

Tit-

Children’s Story Hour

Bernadette: journey from peasant girl to saint

by Janaan Manternach

Her real name was Marie Bernarde Soubirous, but
everyoue called her Bernadette—maybe because she
was so small.

Bernadette was sickly from the time she was born
in the village of Lourdes, France, in 1844. She suffered
from asthma, making it hard for her to breathe. Her
illness and her family's poverty kept her from going
to school.

But Bernadette had a strong spirit. She needed it.
By the time Bernadette was 10 her father lost his job
and was unemployed. The Soubirous family was
forced cut of its simple home. The only place they
could afford to live was a dark basement

For Group Discussion

(These questions are based on the articles on pp. 9-11)

« Our writers suggest that devotions can be linked
to the church’s liturgy and its spirit. In this way the
liturgy of Sunday is extended into the week. What
are some of the great themes of the liturgy? Of
the seasons of the church's year?

« How is God heard during the Mass? What image
of God is communicated? What view of oneself
and of others does the Mass foster?

« What, in your own words, is “the spirit of the
liturgy'? How can the spirit of the liturgy be
extended into all the prayer that occurs during the
week?

« What are some ways for people to use Scripture
in their devotional lives?

For Further Reading

» “First Steps in Prayer” is Cardinal Jean-Marie
Lustiger's 16-step plan for prayer It includes sug
gestions for using the Bible and for “punctuating

the day with different kinds of prayer. Address-
ing people whose lives are hectic, he urges them
to review the day in prayer at day's end, “not to
evoke nostalgia or a vague melancholy—or a sterile
regret—but for the purpose of maintaining our
capability to act responsibly, to have a future and
to stay the course of fidelity —asking forgiveness
and giving thanks (Doubleday and Co., Inc., 245
Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10167 Hardback
$16.95.)

» In “Tallahassee Higgins,” by Mary Downing
Hahn, Tallahassee is a sixth grader who is sent to
live with her Un Dan by her free-spirited mother
Liz. Uncle Dan cares about Tallahassee a lot but
Aunt Thelma finds it difficult to have a child in her
home, especially Liz's daughter When the weeks
stretch into months and her mother rarely even
arites, Tallahassee is forced to come to terms with
some painful truths about her mother Gradually
helped by a friend named Jane and an older woman
in the neighborhood, as well as her uncle and her
aunt, who really does care for her Tallahassee
settles into life in Hyattsdale and enjoys the con
tentment of belonging. (Clarion Books 52 Vander-

Bernadette did what she could to help her parents.
One thing she could do was collect firewood. On Feb.
11, 1858, she and several girls were searching for
firewood along the shore of the Gave River near
Lourdes. Suddenly Bernadette noticed a beautiful girl
in a white dress standing in the cave above the river.
A rosary hung from the girl’s arm.

Bernadette’s girlfriends did not believe her when
she told them about the girl in white. Bernadette’s
mother told her to stop making up stories.

But Bernadette saw the girl the next day in the
same spot. In fact she saw her each day for two
weeks. But no one else did.

Her parents were puzzled. Neighbors and relatives
thought Bernadette was mentally ill.

One day the lovely girl, whom Bernadette called
“the lady,” told her to dig a hole in the ground with
her hands. The next day a spring began to flow there

Almost a month later the lovely lady asked Berna-
dette to tell her pastor she wanted him to build a
chapel there. The <keptical pastor told Bernadette to
ask the lady her name. The lady told her, “I am the
Immaculate Conception.” Bernadette did not know
what the words meant, but the pastor did. He now
believed the lady was Mary, Jesus’ mother.

All the publicity and pressure were hard on Berna-
dette. She decided to join the Sisters of Charity.

For 13 years she was a nun. She cared for sick
sisters and took care of the chapel. She suffered from
asthma until she died in 1879. She was 35 years old.

Today the church honors Bernadette as a saint,
celebrating her feast each April 16. Millions of people
visit the cave and church at Lourdes each year. The
spring has been a site of many healings.

Many Catholics have deep devotion to Mary as Our
Lady of Lourdes. Her feast day is Feb. 11.

pilt Ave., N.Y. 10017. 1987 Hardback, $12.95.)
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It's a good place to see poverty

pastor to the 800 residents of San Luis

this country’'s poorest of the poor.
But he needs your help.

the rest of your life.

are, the higher the rate.

the hidden poor in our country.

A town so poor, the Peace Corps
uses it for “practice”

Peace Corps volunteers train in San Luis, Colorado,
then go on to assignments in the Third World.

Nobody knows this better than Father Patrick Valdez,
With financial assistance from the Extension Society,

he helps provide for the spiritual and economic needs of

If you are 50 and older, an Extension Charitable Gift
Annuity allows you to participate in the work of missionaries
like Father Valdez and ensures a guaranteed income for

Besides an initial charitable contribution deduction, a
portion of your annual income is tax free. And the older you

Please return the coupon today for details. Help Father
Valdez continue to bring the message of Jesus Christ to
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35 East Wacker Drive, Room 400 F « Chicago, llinols 60601
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Question Corner

On Advent wreaths

by Fr. Jehn Dietzen

Since Advent began, I have seen other forms of
q the Advent wreath that surprise me. We used
to have three purple candles or white candles ti
with a purple bow and one pink. Now some wreaths
are all white candles, or sometimes
blue instead of purple. Is there a
proper design for Advent wreaths

ed

There is no official form of the

Advent wreath. It can be a
beautiful symbol of the spirit of
Advent, but its arrangement is a
matter of custom.

The observation you make about
Advent, however, is significant in light of the chang-
ing spirit of the church’s observance of this mean-
ingful time of the year.

In recent times Advent was considered as some-
what of a mini-Lent, a time of penance and self-
denial, tinged with joy in the background. Rose
vestments worn by the priest on the third Sunday of
Advent and a rose candle on the Advent wreath
softened the Lenten purple worn on the other Sundays
before Christmas.

As the church’s liturgy developed
century or so, particularly in the
the aredominant spirit of Advent is agair
pectation and hope
This “aw ipa T
tion of the bi f Christ t look ey
final victory and cor 1, the ultimate
realization and ful kingdom of God
This theme ¢ rs in the Seripture

ings for weekday
ither litur

Increased use d
symbolizing hog

well as ir

and appointments for Advent r is > spirit
I would like to know why my husband’s sister-in
law, who is Lutheran, cannot be a godparent at

my child’s christening. Her husband is a d Cath
and she is a good person. It has strained n-lmnm\hm\
within our family. An answer would veally be helpful
for us

For reasons which are probably obvious to every-

one, at least one practicing Catholic sponsor is
required at a Catholic baptism. Godparents commit
themselves, by accepting that responsibility, to model
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+ full Catholic life to the child. Only a practicing

Catholic can fill that role, of course, to a significant
legree

However, when only one Catholic sponsor is
m-Catholic Christian ¢

stand

issigned, a baptized
in place of the second sponsor. This for
tly by the church both the Rite of Baptism
aw 874
1n-Catholi srred to as a
( tne: i 1 functions in
the way a sponsor would at the baptis® cere-
The ch for several rea-
0 te in your family
r her of one’s fam-
hristiarn denomination, is
| 1 seing an encemous support to
th yv she develops into Christian maturity
s 1s an option your family could discuss
¥ who is preparing the baptism
¥ 5 Father
Bloomington, T
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Family Talk

Don’t sell
sex act short

by Dr. James and Mary Kenny

Dear Dr. Kenny: | want te:talk about sex with my
children, but I feel very embarrassed. I fear I will
come across hesitant and awkward. My own attitudes
toward sex leave something to be desired. How can I
(< rate attitudes toward sex that I myself don’t

“Only

week left”

Enclosed is our donation of.
Name___

Address____ o

5, i Parish__

St. Vincent de Paul Society

SPECIAL AF

to help pay the cost of Holuday
s 8 Food Baskets being distributed
FREE to the NEEDY ~

EVERY DOLLAR DONATED WILL BE USED FOR FOOD t:

(Tax Deductible)

Funds are made available to any parish
in the Archdiocese having a need.

Dear Vincentians: YES, we want to help bring joy to those in need this Christmas Season
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635-7012

STOP IN AND SEE THE
1988 HARLEY DAVIDSONS!
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have? (Indiana)

Answer: Although actual and truthful sexual facts
are important, attitudes are even more important.
What attitudes do the parents have toward sex? We
cannot convey attitudes that we do not have. What
kind of attitude toward sex should we have? Where
does sex fit into life?

When God chose to visit his world he came, not as
a VIP or a world leader or a minister of religion, but
as a small baby to a family. When Jesus wanted to
describe God, to tell us what God was like, how to
imagine the infinite, he used family names and roles.
He spoke of Father and Son.

One might gather from this that family is central
to God's plan for sharing his creative activity.

The intimacy of marriage is most compellingly
communicated through sex. Sex is the marriage act.
More than that, sex has many wonderful faces intri-
cately woven together.

Sex is the original Xerox machine, the way the
human race copies and reproduces itself. Better than
a Xerox machine, because genetic information is
actually exchanged and combined, sex offers the pos-
sibility for the human race to improve itself through

$10 1 825 $50 $100 ' Other
Each dollar will provide
T up to 8 pounds of food!

Make Checks payable to.
SVDP Society
= Box 19133
Indianapotis, IN 46219

. Because sex generates life, it is very
important.

Sex is also a way to express affection and love. In
fact, in the Song of Songs and in much secular litera-
ture, sexual intimacy is a niodel or analogy for all
other forms of love, including God’s love for us.

Sex is fun, perhaps the most pleasurable and ex-
citing activity that we adults enjoy. This is something
that we adults have special difficulty admittin to our
children, as if the children did not know or as if the
pleasure were wrong. Or perhaps we fear that if we
told them it was fun, they would take that as permis-
sion to engage in sex.

Play is a marvelous activity, a way of celebrating
existence. One theologian said that next to love, the
concept of “play” best expresses God's life and
activity. Good sex is adults at play.

Sex is fun. I sortant. Beautiful. What a letdown it
is then to see sex presented in the media as carefree
and uncoruuitted, as commercial and as a method of
dominating. Such presentations sell sex short, accept
sex as so much less than it can be.

The proper attitude for Christians toward sex
should be a positive one, stemming from the very
nature of the generative act and love. Sex is God’s
loving plan for continuing creation. Christians must
proclaim this good news in the face of the modern
unc itted and shabby of sex.

And parents must communicate these positive
feelings to their children, not in a litany of “don’ts"
and threats, but as something too marvelous to spoil
by starting too soon and engaging in sex out of the
context of commitment and marriage.

(Reader questions on family living and child care to be
answered in print are invited. Addres Guestions: The Kennys,

Box 872, St. Joseph's College, Rensselaer, Ind. 47978.)
1987 by NC News Service
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the sunday——
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

IT Sam. 7:1-5, ﬂ
I\|I.n B” ‘)

1,16

DECEMBER 20, 1987

by Richard Cain

Whenever I ask son
trust in me—issue
credit card, give
to school—what doe:
want to know about me first
is my name and my address

I see a parallel here in our relation-
ship with God. The Bible is an account
of God’s asking us for our trust. And
how have we responded? Moses wanted
to know God's name. Then, in this Sun-
day's first reading, we see that David
wanted to give God an address

I don’t want to be unfair to David
He was acting out of noble motives.
David knew he was where he was
because of God. From being a shepherd
boy, the baby of the family, he had
become the leader of a nation. After
defeating his enemies and setting up his
kingdom, David wanted to do some-
thing in return for God.

It seemed only natural to build God
a temple—a house to live in—a place
where people could come and feel that
they were in the presence of the creator
of the universe.

David was right on target. God did
want to build a house. But David was
also thinking of the whole thing in
human terms. God (as we now know
3,000 years later) had other plans.

There is a subtle danger in wanting
to do things for God. For in wanting to
give God a home, David may also sub-
consciously have wanted to nail God
down—to tie God more closely to his
own human agenda. After all, if God
has property in your neighborhood,
wouldn't you feel safer against attack?

God responded to David with sensi-
tivity. First God acknowledged all God
had done for David. Then came the

The Pope Teaches

descen:

In the gospel reading we see th
promise come literal
awesome and beautiful pass
describes God asking the pei
a descendant of David to ¢
within her in a new and special way
Luke's carefully chosen la
leaves no doubt about the fact that God
saw Mary as a holy dwelling place

When Mary, a virgin, asked Gabriel
how God would place this divine child
within her, the angel responded: ““The
Holy Spirit will come upon you and the
power of the most high will overshadow
you.” (Luke 1:35) This overshadowing
of Mary by the Lord recalls the cloud of
the Lord that overshadowed the Meet-
ing Tent (Ex. 40:34ff) during the Exo-
dus and the temple (I Kings 8:10,
Haggai 2:6-9).

Mary seems very noble and yet very
human in her response. Luke’s account
describes Mary as ‘“‘wondering” at
what the angel's greeting meant. The
Greek word here, “dialogizomai,’ car-
ries the sense of a continual debating
back and forth in one’s mind.

So when Mary gave her ‘“‘yes” to the
angel accepting God’s plan, she had
decided to be open and cooperate with
something she didn’t understand full
well

ome to

That to me is very beautiful—the
capacity to accept and to wonder at the
same time. It is a model for responding
to God in my own life.

The miracles of Jesus
are signs of God’s love

by Pope John Paul II
remarks at his general audience Dec. §

In today’s catechesis we consider the
miracles of Jesus as signs of the love
of God for all humanity, especially for
the sick, suffering and needy. The mira-
cles manifest and confirm the merciful
love revealed in the Old and New Testa-
ments, a love that is more powerful
than physical or moral evil, stronger
than sin and death.

The principal motive for all Christ’s
miracles is his love for every person
He never works a miracle so as to
punish or harm. He does not perform
miracles for his own defense or per-
sonal gain. Thus, at the beginning of his
Messianic mission, Jesus rejected the
devil's temptatwn to do “mighty
works,"” to change stones into loaves of
bread, solely for his own benefit. And
when he was arrested in the Garden of
Gethsemane, instead of acting on his
own behalf, he healed the ear of the
high priest’s servant, which Simon
Peter, in an attempt to defend the Lord,
had cut off with a sword.

At no point in his earthly life did
Jesus work any ‘‘wonders and signs”
order to draw attention to himself.
Rather he did them humbly and simply,
and if possible out of the sight of the
crowds. We find this in his healing of a
deaf mute, as recorded in the Gospel of
Mark: “Taking him aside from the
multitude privately, (Jesus) put his

2 ‘
v +
i

fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue; and looking up to
heaven he sighed.” This “‘sigh” seems
to be both a sign of his compassion for
the man and a very personal form of
prayer. When Jesus then said “‘be
opened,” the man's “ears were opened,
his tongue was released and he spoke
plainly."”

Some people find it difficult to
accept the miracles as historical facts,
preferring to believe that God would not
intervene in history in this way. But the
church sees the miracles of Jesus as
real actions which he performed, sav-
ing actions which are completely in
keeping with God’s merciful love for
the world. For God sent his son mto !he
world “for us and for our sal
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Christmas Conversation

by Margaret Childers

‘ My Journey to God
|
|
|

Good T rd. Here it is

get the tree
rds out, the

| the things that make up

at Lord? You thought you were

s thought it
a quiet time for people and

the gift to the world? Y
would be

Lord, you
hristmas a quiet time

What Lord? You are hoping for a
time of listening with our hearts and
getting to know you?

You are joking again, Lord. Surely
you know how much noise and shout-
ing there is at Christmas. Who can find
a quiet place or time to listen?

What Lord? Read Luke? OK, but
you must understand | do not have
much time. * So Joseph and Mary
set out from the town of Nazareth in

(Childers is a member of St. Cl

Galilee and traveled to Judea, to the
town of David called Bethlehem
While they were there the time came
for her to have her child, and she
gave birth to a son, her first born. She
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and
laid him in the manger because there
was no room for them at the inn

Lord, is there room for you in our
inns today?

Do not be afraid. Listen | bring
you news of great joy, a joy to be
shared by the whole world

Do | have this joy? Am | sharing it
with the whole world?

Today in the town of David a
savior has been born to you. He is
Christ the Lord."

So only one thing is necessary for
Christmas—or any time of the year—
and that is to know and love you, Lord
Then everything else will fall into place.
OK, | will try to keep that in mind
today. Thank you for talking with me
this morning, Lord

o) parish in i is.)

|

ook
smebody told
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LARGEST SELECTION OF
NATIVITY SETS IN THE MIDWEST

All Sizes and Colors
Outdoor « Carved Wood «Alabaster
Glass « Nylon « Plaster « Hummel

Stables and Special Nativity Pieces
Inexpensive Gift Items

Hours:
Mon.-Fri.: 9:30-5:30

Sat.: 9:30-5:00

Parking South of Store
(Ample on Saturday)

Santa with Christ Statues
Choose from Many Poses
and Sizes
Tree Angels
1988 Missals $2.00

Krieg Bros. Estaviished 1892

Catholic Supply House, Inc.
119 S. Meridian St.,
2 blocks South of Monument Circle)

(Area Code 317) 638-3416 or 638-3417

indpls . IN 46225
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Viewing with Arnold

Childhcod memories
of the London Blitz

by James W. Arnold

““Hope and Glory”' is probably less
inspiring than the title suggests. But
it’s one of those movies critics like to
recommend to sensible friends when
they ask for some-
thing that will make
them feel good with-
out making them feel
guilty.

On the other hand,
this is not the movie
to see with an eight-
year-old, though that
is the age of the cen-
tral character. This is
a film about kids for adults. For better
or worse, movies about kids for kids
went out with nickel candy bars in
theater lobbies.

Still, “Hope” is more than good
enough. It's English director John Boor-
man’s warm and funny war stories,
reminiscences of his childhood during
the 193940 London Blitz. Unlike most
previous films of that period, when
British civilians endured a boring
“‘phony war” and then a horrendous
daily pounding by the Luftwaffe, this is
neither a tragic wartime romance nor a
sentimental tribute to English pluck.

Instead, it's a string of wry anec-
dotes about the suburban middle-class
Rohans and their relatives and friends
while the “serious” part of the war was
going on just off-screen (except for one
grandly terrifying bomb-hit in their
backyard). The mood recalls Jean
Shepherd’s somewhat broader tales (‘A
Christmas Story”) about being a kid in
Indiana in the 1940s. Another distant
cousin is Woody Allen’s ‘‘Radio Days™
(Rockaway, at about the same time).

The mostly unfamiliar cast is Brit-

ish. Sebastian Rice-Edwards, as Bill,
the young hero, is obviously new, a
handsome and engaging child who has
our total sympathy. He copes with

his dad going into the army (alas, to
become a clerk-typist), the air raids,
the paranoia and the patriotism of the
times, even the eventual loss of his
home—as well as the usual heavy kid
problems of school, girls, mischief. (He
would've been evacuated to Australia,
but his mom gets cold feet as the chil-
dren are boarding the train.)

The school, a fearsome mix of stern
religion, stern discipline, and fervid
nationalism, gets a vivid satirical lam-
basting that finally turns literal. The
place is bombed-out over a holiday and
the kids romp joyfully home in the flush
of freedom that only children know.

The basic message seems to be that
kids—at least these kids, in that time
and place—are survivors. Their inno-
cence protects them, and even Arma-
geddon is just another day. If the
neighborhood is torn up by bombs and
fires, they simply adjust. They collect
shrapnel and other mementoes of
battle. They play games in bombed-out
houses, watch dogfights in the skies
overhead, make obnoxious kid noises in
their gasmasks, laugh as an adrift bar-
rage balloon crashes along the rooftops
like a drunken whale. As adults, of
course, we also note how easily they
adapt to the everyday possibility of
death and destruction.

While the film is told from Bill’s
perspective, and centers on the war as
a great children’s adventure, generous
attention also goes to the impact on
adults. This is also often funny, but
with more serious potential. His mother
Grace (Sarah Miles) finds that she
enjoys coping with responsibility and
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AT THE MOVIES—David Hayman as Clive Rohan passes the family secrets on to his

son, played by Sebastian Rice-Edwards,
a Columbia Pictures release. The film,

before leaving for war in **Hope and Glory,”
in World War II London, has restrained rough

language and a lowmakin;.; scene. The USCC classifies the film A-IIL. (NC photo)

independence with her husband away
She’s even tempted (no more) toward
an affair with his kind and sensitive
best friend.

The daughter, 15-year-old Dawn
(Sammi Davis), goes through her teen
rebel period at a time when the country
is overrun with soldiers far from home,
searches for fun and finds love instead
with a nice-guy Canadian. Their up-and-
down romance careens, like everything
else, to a happy ending.

Another key figure is grandfather,

a lovably acerbic old coot who as an
annual event, much to the consternation
of spouse and family, offers a boozily
passionate New Year's toast to all the
women he has loved. The old man
enters the film late, when the family is
burned out and forced to move to the
grandparents’ idyllic country home on
the Thames. (Like other wartime
changes, it enriches their lives.) Vet-
eran lan Bannen plays grandfather
with a magnetic gusto that throws the
last section of the movie out of kilter.

Writer-producer-director Boorman
(age 54) is a familiar talent more
renowned for fantasy (‘‘Zardoz,”
‘Excalibur,” *‘The Emerald Forest'")
than realism, but “‘Hope™ is beautifully
packed with real-life images. While

there is no traditional storyline beyond
the changing fortunes of the Rohans,
the wonderful scenes pile up in your
memory like favorite album snapshots.

Among the best: A German pilot
parachutes into the curious crowd,
calmly smokes and smiles at Dawn,
then is led off by an elderly home
guardsman. A geography teacher tells
her class that two-fifths of the world's
land mass belongs to England, and
that’s what the war is about. Dawn
sings and mom plays the piano as the
family watches, and the music con-
tinues outside as silhouetted figures at
twilight sift through the rubble of last
night’s raid.

Humane, uplifting, outstanding
memoir of Blitz; some sexual situa-
tions; recommended for mature youth
and adults.)

USCC classification

A-I11, adults.

i Recent USCC

| Film Classifications

| Walker AV
' Teen Wolf Too AL
| Less Than Zero 0
L

egend: A-l—gen

patronage. A-ll—adult
A lts, with reserva-
smmendation

Christmas shows lead TV programs of note

Notice of

EVICTION

Xy
‘ - -
1 o ® R

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS—Keshia Knight Pulliam (left)
stars as “The Little Match Girl,” a new drama inspired
by the Hans Christian Anderson story about a homeless
orphan who touches a rich and powerful family with her
gift of love and reconciliation. The story will be telecast
Dec 21 on NBC. (NC photo)

Sunday, Dec. 20, 9-11 p.m. (CBS) ““Christmas
Comes to Willow Creek.” John Schneider and Tom
Wopat star as brothers whose bitter feuding may
lead to a disastrous Christmas for a small Alaskan
town awaiting a truckload of Christmas gifts the two
are driving from California. Unlikely family fare.

Monday, Dec. 21, 8-8:30 p.m. (CBS) “‘A Garfield
Christmas Special.” The famous comic strip cat
reluctantly goes to the country with Jon and Odie for
an old-fashioned, down-home family Christmas The
all-new animated special with music should be a
family pleaser with some laughs and a bit of uplift in
the spirit of the season

Monday, Dec. 21, 8:30-9 p.m. (CBS) “A Claymation
Christmas Celebration.” Will Vinton’s animated clay
characters present in comical fashion the cultural and
historical context of such carols as “We Three
Kings,” **O Christmas Tre: nd
Vinton's clay animation is first-rate and resulted in a
number of awards but his sense of humor, like that of
Jim Henson, is sometimes on the strange side. No
question, however, that it's definitely worth sampling

Monday, Dec. 21, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) “A Christmas at
Pops." Rebroadcast of a program of traditional
Christmas music with the Vienna Boys Choir and the
Tanglewood Festival Chorus with conductor John
Williams and the Boston Pops Orchestra in a festive
celebration of the season, including a visit from Santa
Claus and an audience sing-along.

Monday, Dec. 21, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) “'In Search of
Love with Leo Buscaglia.” The best-selling author of
several books about love leaves the lecture hall and
goes directly into the lives of people who have trans-
formed others with their generosity, understanding,

**Carol of the Bells.”

caring and love. Buscaglia joins them in their homes
and at work to learn about what they've done to help
others and how their unselfish acts enriched their own
lives as well

Thursday, Dec. 24, 8-9 p.m. (PBS) “"Handel's Mes-
siah.”” The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus
under the direction of Robert Shaw presents a pro-
gram of excerpts from Handel's magnificent three-
part oratorio, whose first section represents the
Christmas story, the second the Passion, and the last
the Resurrection

Thursday, Dec. 24, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) *‘Carols from
ch year since 1918, the ‘Festival of Nine
e and Carols” is performed by the choir of
King's College in Cambridge, England. The rich
tradition of the Scripture service, the choir and the
college is reflected in the splendor of the 15th-century
chapel in which it is presented. ;

Thursday, Dec. 24, 9-11 p.m. (CBS) ““The Home-
coming: A Christmas Story.” This Earl Hamner
drama, with Patricia Neal as the mother and Richard
Thomas as the eldest son in rural America during
the Depression, first aired in 1971 and led to the long-
running, awsrd-winning series *‘The Waltons.” It is
prime Christmas Eve family fare.

Friday, Dec. 25, 9-11 p.m. (CBS) “‘The Gift of
Love: A Christmas Story.” Rebroadcast of a drama
about a troubled woman (Lee Remick) who discovers
that love can defeat fear and despair as she recalls
her mother (Angela Lansbury), who lived the spirit
and promise of Christmas every day Written by Earl
Hamner and based on a short story by Bess Streeter
;\Jﬂ:‘ch lhll:'epro;:rzun may seem a b|i saccharine to

members of the fa oIS Wi y i
Christmas scnhmcr:ltz =, It oltet e
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Discovering
of acting at

by Liz Vissing

For Kari Kelton, acting is power. With a
simple word or gesture, she can draw the
audience to the edge of their seats, faces
shining and eyes sparkling

“It's so magical, sometimes 1 can taste
it in the air,” said Kelton, a member of the
Holiday Readers, one of 10 touring groups
from Our Lady of Providence High School in
Clarksville. The groups offer free improvisa-
tional comedy, storytelling and choreo
graphed music (music that is danced to) to
the communities of southern Indiane and
northern Kentucky.

But behind those spine-tingling moments
when the actor holds an audience in his or
her hand, there is much hard work. Some
performances can involve hundreds of hours
spent in organizational meetings, try-outs
memorizing, rehearsals, setting up and tak
ing down. And that doesn't include practic-
ing a difficult line until you can’t even say
it any more or the Saturdays spent shuttling
between two or more performances

Yet out of 546 students at Providence
more than 200 try out each year for the
various groups. What makes so many stu-

magic
Providence

time from September to Christmas
become meinbers of one or more of
school’s 10 performing groups

There is no one answer. For Gretchen
Gohmann, a member of the Popcorn
Players, it’s the joy of looking forward to
making people smile. “I sit in school and
think, ‘Oh I have a performance this after
noon,” she said. “'Ilovet e the little kids
faces and make them laugh
Squally important to the young per-
formers are the bonds they form within their
groups. “It’s like your family,” said Angie
Glotzbach, ‘maybe closer."

With this kind of closeness, people can
begin to recognize and meet h others
leeper needs. *‘The other day I was really
feeling down, said Ronelle Quakenbush, a
member of the Holiday Readers. I don’t
know why, I just felt bad. At rehearsal Kari
Kelton) came over and gave me a big hug,
and all of a sudden I felt a lot better.

This support means a lot when so many
other things seem out of control. When
Quackenbush's boyfriend gave her an
ultimatum—him or acting—she chose act-
ing. ‘T have too much fun to give up my per-
forming,’ she said
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PERFORMING YOUTH—Members of the Cricket Company at Our Lady of Providence School

in Clarksville perform a Christmas skit. The group, one of several dramatic groups at
the high school, entertains at elementary schools and nursing homes. Shown (from left)
are Greg Bissig, Allison Lahue, Kelly Traugber, Debbie Bruckman, Bryan Popp and

Tahra Millan.

to ac

pt and believe in themselves. “When

greater challenge, especially if they are

dents willingly give up nearly all their free

Through these bonds the students learn
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I first came here as a freshman I was a real
wallflower—shy and backward, " said Diane
Staton, a member of both the Oops! Troupe
and the Wise Guys. “But since then I've
developed a lot of confidence. I'm not afraid
I have friends that like me.”

Acting also teaches useful skills such as
self-control. **You can’t break up on stage,’
said Gohmann. “*Once in (the play) ‘Equus’
when I was doing a scene with this guy, a bug
flew up his nose and I had to stay in charac
ter and not react or break up to spoil it for
the audience.”
he students especially enjoy performing
for children around ages six and se
ause they truly believe the perfor:
are witches, goblins, reindeer or elves :
the young audiences will shout out to warn
the actors of impending doom.

Once Gohmann was so convincing as a
witch at a Louisville library show that the
children in the audience jumped on her, bit

depressed or hard of hearing and can't keep
up with the action. *'I feel especially good
when the old people in a nursing home, who
may not have people visit too often. act like
we've just given them a hundred aollars,”
said Shannon Conrey, a member of the Kris
Kringle Readers. “In a way we've given
them more. We’ve given them a chance to
be young again for a little while.”

The students have found that the magic
of their performances often leaves lasting
impressions. Many are in the performing
groups as a result of having been a small
child in an audience years ago when the
Providence groups performed

Said Pedrina S . @ member of the
Candy Cane Readers and the Oops! Troupe:

I remember when I was in grade school and
looked up to those performers and thought,
When I grow up, I'm going to do that, too." "

Liz Vissing is on the staff of Providence

AUTOMATIC 20"’

$ 5 9‘500 -
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and punched her

Older audiences offer the students a

Workshop on
peace, justice

Have you been looking for
an opportunity to get your
thoughts together about issues
like abortion and nuclear
war, world poverty and capital
punishment?

I Want to Live,” a three-
day workshop organized by
the CYO, is designed to help
teens take a closer look at spe-
cific issues affecting human
life

The workshop will help
you:

»recognize violence in our
lives and ways that Christians
can respond to that violence;

»see why so many in the
world lack even the most basic
necessities such as food,
clothing, medical care, a home
and a decent job;

»see what the Bible and
the Catholic Church have to
say about peace and justice;

»decide what you can do in
response to God’s call to work
for peace and justice.

The workshop will be held
the weekend of Jan. 15-17 at
the CYO Center in Indiana-
polis. The cost is $35. The
registration deadline is Dec.
28. For more information
contact your parish or the
CYO Office, 580 E. Stevens
St., Indpls., Ind., 46203 317-
632-9311.

High School and is a member of Sacred
Heart Parish in Jeffersonville.)

My View
Teenage pregnancy in
our Catholic schools

by Stephanie Sturgill
Teenage pregnancy is one of the most

youth
premarital sex is wrong, the number of getting -
nant in Catholic schools is also m i
For example, up to six years ago, one Catholic
school had only seen three o -

three per year. In another school, two to three pregnan-
dunmrl:udwbemenvme.hnmmuy.m
school pregnancies in the sophomore, junior

senior classes. i =

Why this increase in our Catholic schools?

One might question the fact that Catholic schools
oﬂerm_du;:ﬂ:htrﬂncmto-voldunnm
pregnancies. number of pregnancies in the public
m(whenthhhﬁmﬂmuavaﬂxhle) is also on

Amrtﬂ!nxlomryunwwafsz,zuummm
pregnant women, more teenage mothers are choosing to
put their babies up for adoption rather than having them
quietly aborted before the becomes known.

Should on these subjects should be done at home?
bout its con-
sequences begin at an earlier > m':m,
M’z:"mmlﬂmﬂltwmum.rlw
e the problem and
band together to find

(Sturgill is a senior at
Indianapolis,) at Cardinal Ritter High School in
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Gardner: Work hard
and enjoy what you do

by Margaret Nelson

Morris “Mo" Gardner ha
won lots of football honors and
will probably win more, but he
still remembers the people
who helped him along the way

First of all, he credits his
parents, Mynelle and Morris
Gardner, Sr

The Gardners sent young
Morris to Holy Angels and
(from 4th grade on) to St. An-
drew schools in Indianapolis,
where they encouraged his 8th
grade football efforts.

But it was at Cathedral
High School, where Mo earned
basketball and football letters,
that he showed his outstanding
athletic ability. He was named
to the all-city and all-state foot-
ball teams. And he was given
honorable mention on the All-

American hig
team
In 1986,

h school football
Morris Gardner
d at the Faith

oothall ¢

from Indiar
After “‘red-shirting’
year, Gardner is now on the
startin
defensive

Catholic schools

ine as nose guard and
end for the Illini. He
has been picked as potential
All-American. And he has on-
ly finished his first year of col-
lege play. Last week he was
named the school’s football
Rookie of the Year
Mynelle Gardner was
named Outstanding Educator
for her catechetical work at St.
Andrew’s by the North Dean-
ery Board of Education in 1985.
She is proud of her son’s

Opportunities to work for peace

WASHINGTON (NC)—Stu-
dents have a special opportun-
ity to work for peace, accord-
ing to Loret Miller Ruppe, di-
rector of the Peace Corps. She
urged teachers and admini-
strators in Catholic schools to
“recruit fellow Americans to
serve in the cause of peace.”

For example, first-graders
at a parochial school in Mil-
waukee ““collect pennies to buy
shovels, rakes and hoes" for a
school in Kenya, and high
school students in Scarsdale,
N.Y., have contributed to build
a cafeteria in Costa Rica.

Right after college is an
ideal time to work in the Peace
Corps or in Vista (Volun-

teers In Service To America)
Peace Corps volunteers work
in other countries around the
world, while Vista volunteers
work to help the poor in this
country

The need to pay back stu-
dent loans after college should
not discourage people, Ruppe
said. At the college level she
noted that a student who takes
out a federal National Direct
Student Loan can defer repay-
ment and can have part of the
loan forgiven if the student
joins the Peace Corps or the
Vista program. She said she
hoped this would ‘‘open up the
opportunity of service for far
more students."

He has really done a

I'm proud of his
attitude. He has a
good spirit, even through some
f the tough times."” She ex:
plained that athletes are ex-
pected to “perform in the
classroom" even though they
must practice long hours dur-
ing the week and take extra
time for travel to games at
other colleges

efforts
good job
positive

Mo finds that studying be-
tween classes during the col-
day works best for him.
“It's hard at night,” he con-
fessed. When football season is
over, he must still do weight
lifting and conditioning for
many hours a week.

Career choices for Gardner
lean toward political science
or speech communications
Asked if he would be interested
in becoming a television sports
announcer, he smiled, “That
would be nice.”

Gardner feels good about
what he is able to do. He
advises young athletes, “‘Don’t
worry about being the best.
Just work hard, but enjoy
what you are doing. If you
enjoy it, all the rest should
come.”

At the age of 19, Morris
Gardner knows that it has
taken a lot of hard work on his
part to accomplish his goals
in football. But he readily
acknowledges *‘the support of
my parents, and the people at
St. Andrew's, Cathedral, and
the University of Illinois. They
can all feel that they were
major contributors to what-
ever I do.”

Morris Gardner, Sr. (from left), Morris “Mo” Gardner, and Mynelle Gardner

Visit to Jewish synagogue
reveals old yet modern faith

by Barbara Ludwig

The sight of the brilliant,
hand-painted stencil work, the
elaborate mural decorations
and the huge domes caused the
students to catch their breath
as they filed into the ornate
synagogue.

The visit was part of a trip
by the sophomore Old Testa-
ment class at the Immaculate
Conception Academy in Olden-
burg to see the Plum Street
Temple and the Hebrew Union
College in Cincinnati and get a
first-hand taste of Jewish cul-
ture and religion.

The visit impressed on the
students the long tradition of
the Jews—even in this coun-
try. The congregation of the
Plum Street Temnple began in
1842. It is one of the oldest
Tewish congregations in Cin-

cinnati and the temple is con-
sidered a national landmark.

While at the temple, the
students learned some of the
history of the Jewish people.
They also learned about the

the college, which was found-
ed by Rabbi Wise, the class
saw a smaller, more modern
synagogue and the college
gallery and museum. There
they saw artifacts from Jewish

religious of sev-
eral objects in the sanctuary
The most important is the
Holy Ark which contains the
Torah, the first five books of
what Christians call the Old
Testament. Then there is the
menorah, a candlestick whose
seven branches signify the
seven days of creation. Finally
there is the Everlasting Light
which is always burning in the
sanctuary and symbolizes
God's everlasting presence—
much as the sanctuary lamp
does on the altar of a Catholic
Church.

Next, the class visited the
Hebrew Union College. At

e s abroad.

The students found several
differences between the Jew-
ish and Catholic religions. In
the Jewish religion, the rabbi
can either be a man or a
woman, and any person edu-
cated in the Hebrew rituals
can perform any religious
service with the exception of
marriages. Also, statues and
images will rarely be found in
a Jewish synagogue since
Judaism is based on a spiritual
God that cannot be seen.

(Ludwig is a Criterion cor-
respondent at Immaculate
Conception Academy in Olden-
burg.)

155 E. Market Street
IN 46204
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give. The security of knowing that
final expenses will be covered no
matter when the need arises and
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for excess funds to be given to my
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Fr. Robert Pelton gives Serrans
background on Central America

by John F. Fink

Holy Cross Father Robert Pelton, direc-
tor of the Institute for Pastoral and Social
Ministry at the University of Notre Dame,
spoke about the background for the U.S
bishops’ statements on Central America dur-
ing a meeting of the Indianapolis Serra Club
on Dec. 14.

Father Pelton, a former missionary in
South America and former president of St.
George College in Santiago, Chile, has been
a frequent visitor to Nicaragua and other
parts of Central America.

In his talk, he said that the bishops see the
primary problem in Central America to be
endemic social inequity, with the secondary
challenge to be geopolitical. The U.S. govern-
ment, on the other hand, sees the geopolitical
problems as primary.

Father Pelton reviewed the position of the
U.S. bishops during the past seven years,
showing that their emphasis has consistently
been on negotiations rather than support of
war. The bishops favor humanitarian aid and
oppose military aid from any source, he said
He said that the U.S. bishops and the hierar-
chy of Central America have always col-
laborated in their statements

He said that the influence of the Central
American bishops is “absolutely crucial,”
pointing out that in the Arias peace plan a
bishop in each country is a member of that
country’s peace commission. ““No steps can
be taken without the church involvement,”
he said.

In the U.S., on the other hand, the in
fluence of the bishops is not what it is in Cen-
tral America, he said
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Bishops clash on reference to condoms

by Jerry Filteau

WASHINGTON (NC)—Several U.S
bishops criticized a statement by their
Administrative Board which would tolerate
factual condom information in educational
programs to combat AIDS. Cardinal John J
0'Connor of New York called it
grave mistake.”

Among those who lined up publicly
against condom education along with Car-
dinal O'Connor were Cardinal Bernard F
Law of Boston and other bishops of Massa
chusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire
Maine and Archbishop Theodore E. McCar-
rick of Newark and the other bishops of New
Jersey. In New Orleans Archbishop Philip
M. Hannan went on record in opposition

Cardinal O'Connor predicted that many
bishops across the country would publicly
reject the position on condom education
spelled out in the board’s Dec. 11 statement

Archbishop John L. May of St. Louis,
president of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops and U.S. Catholic Con-
ference, said Dec. 14 that the USCC Ad-
ministrative Board's statement “‘does not
call for any changes in the church’s constant
teaching concerning proper moral be-
havior.”

A joint statement Dec. 12 by Cardinal
Law and the 16 other bishops of Massa-
chusetts, Maine, Vermont and New Hamp-
shire rejected any toleration of condom
education.

““We cannot approve or seem to approve
the distribution of information regarding
contraceptive devices and methods which

“a very

might lead some to think that they could in
good conscience ignore or contradict this
teaching,” the joint statement said

It said that the Administrative Board's
statement and press reports on it “have
generated considerable confusion concern
ing the church’s position on the
phylactic devices as a protection
AIDS," acquired immune deficiency syn
drome

In New Jer

ey, Archbishop McCarrick
said the board’s statement *'seems to open
the door to a toleration of certain types

public educational programs which my ow
statement, issued on behalf of the bishops

New Jersey, would not allow

The New Jersey statement he referred to
was one he issued Nov. 9 which called the
promotion of condoms as an anti-AIDS solu-
tion “foolish and irresponsible.”

*The Catholic Church cannot approve or

»ndone any promotion in media advertising
or educational materials of condom use as
a method of preventing the transmission of
AIDS,” the Nov. 9 statement said

The USCC Administrative Board is a
panel of about 50 bishops, composed of the
NCCB-USCC's executive officers, heads of
the committees of the two conferences, and
other elected representatives of all the
bishops.

The board's Dec. 11 AIDS statement
addressed a wide range of moral, medical,
social, legal, pastoral and spiritual issues
surrounding AIDS.

The crucial disputed passage concerning
condom information in education programs
about AIDS urged that all educational pro-

grams be “‘grounded in the broader moral
vision” of ““the dignity and destiny of the
human person, the morality of human
actions and  the consequences of indi-
vidual choices for the whole of society.”

The board statement stressed the

ew—— 1Y

church’s teaching that insists on sexual
abstinence outside marriage and fidelity
within marriage as the only moral course of
action

In his Dec. 14 statement, Archbishop May
said of condom education, “For usnottoa i-
dress such aspects of the AIDS phenomencn
would leave people to learn of them through
factually misleading campaigns designed to
sell certain products or to advocate safe sex
without reference to a moral perspective.’

Bishops’ statement on AIDS

Continued from page 1)
best efforts of the U S. Catholic Conference,
their policy arm, to develop educational pro-
grams and work with lawmakers for devel-
opment of “‘an informed and enlightened
public policy™ for AIDS prevention.

t risk through their behavior,

The bishops also

» Urged compassion and understanding
for AIDS victims, especially through pas-
toral care by Catholic parishes and dioceses,
and strongly condernned an increase in vio-
lence and discrimination against homo-
sexual men and women

»Rejected any AIDS testing used
“strictly for discriminatory purposes’ and
questioned the need for widespread man-
datory testing but suggested that federal
funds be provided for voluntary testing and
confidentiality of results.

»Criticized the refusal of medical and
dental treatment for AIDS patients by some
and added that Catholic hospitals in particu-
lar have an obligation to provide care.

» Called for adequate private and public
funding for AIDS research and education,
expansion of support services for patients
and family members, and effective media
programs to reduce fear, prejudice and dis-
crimination.

In an appendix the bishops recognized
parents’ “inalienable rights’ as the primary
educators of their children. But they added
that with the cooperation of parents all Cath-
olic schools from the elementary to the uni-
versity levels and religious education pro-
grams must develop teaching guidelines and
materials about AIDS prevention stressing
chastity.

The bishops’ AIDS task force was headed
by Bishop William A. Hughes of Covington,
Ky., chairman of the bishops’ Committee on
Education.

It included Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin
of Chicago, chairman of the bishops’ Com-
mittee on Pro-Life Activities; Bishop Ray-
mond W. Lessard of Savannah, Ga., chair-
man of the bishops’ Committee on Doctrine;
and Bishop Anthony Bosco of Greensburg,
Pa., chairman of the bishops’ Committee on
Communication.
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Documents give detailed look at Vatican finances

(Continued from page 1)
of $261 million for a total net worth of $224
million. The assets do not include artistic
archeological and historical holdings, which
include some of the wortd's most famous
works and which the Vatican says it will not
seil

Nor do the figures include the assets of the
controversial Vatican bank, which is finan-
cially independent.

The documents show that in 1985 the
Vatican took $2.2 million out of its investment
capital to help make up a shortfall of $39.1
million in its operating budget of $124.7
million.

Two-thirds of that budget—$83.7
million—went to the work of the Holy See, the
central offices serving the church and church
interests around the world. The other
third—$41.1 million—was in the separately
administered civil budget of Vatican City
State, a 108-acre enclave surrounded by the
city of Rome.

A clear understanding of the scope of the
figures is not easy to reach because of the
unique nature of the work of the Vatican, but
for the sake of understanding the figures,
here are some comparisons.

»The net worth figure is slightly over half

as much ($400 million) as the University of
Notre Dame has in its endowment fund
alone.
» The combined $124.7 million spent for
Vatican operations was some $24 million less
than the U.N. Fund for Population Activities
spent in 1985 and almost identical to the
amount of U.S. military aid to El Salvador
in 1986.

»The government of the 443-acre prin-
cipality of Monaco spent $222 million in 1983.

The remainder of the money to cover the
Vatican’s 1985 shortfall came primarily from
Peter’s Pence, a collection taken up around
the world and sent to the pope for use at his
discretion. Peter’s Pence totaled $28.5

million. Other donations used for the budget
shortfall totaled $8.4 million

By 1986 the Peter’s Pence collection grew
to $32 million, yet it covered a smaller por
tion of the budget shortfall than it had in 1985
because total spe had increased more
rapidly than the collection had grown

For 1987 the budget shortfall is expected
to be $59 million

All the deficits are on the Holy See's
ledgers. The city state has a balanced
budget.

The confidential documents show that the
Vatican is reaching the practical limit of dip-
ping into its invested funds to cover threat-
ened deficits.

One reserve taken from those funds in the
past to cover shortfalls is now completely
exhausted.” The wisdom of establishing an-
other from the same source is questionable

There was no indication in the documents
to support contentions that Vatican reserves
had been drained by the payment in 1984 of
$240 million in the Banco Ambrosiano case
While that point was not directly addressed
in the documents, they did state that the
finances of the Vatican bank—on whose
behalf the payment was made to Ambro-
siano creditors—had no connection with the
finances of the Vatican City State and the
Holy See. In March 1985, the Vatican said
the $240 million did not come from Holy See
funds.

Concern over Vatican finances has be-
come so great that the Vatican is urgently
turning to bishops, religious orders and
others for financial help.

The 1985 budget figures contained in the
confidential documents show annual ex-
penses with very little apparent fat to cut and
a total modest by comparison with other
organizations.

The $124.7 million that the Vatican spent
in 1985 to govern its city state and provide
central services for a culturally and ethni-

Great copies. Great people.

2'/2¢ COPIES ||;

with this ad
(white, 8%" x11"" Autofeed, one visit only)
=
inko’s

Monday-Friday, 7:30 AM-10:00 PM
Saturday & Sunday, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM

631-6862

333 N. Pennsyivania Ave. « (across from the War Memorial)
Offer expires January 31, 1988

MEADOW00D
FLORIST-S:

A FULL SERVICE SHOP
Fresh/dried/silk flowers
Fun.uls — Hospitals

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS.
"“ACCERTED 1 PHONE

waa 293-4743
3079 N. HIGH SCHOOL ROAD
INDIANAPOLIS

CELEBRATE! '—ll

*19.88°

If you

don’t drink...

why subsidize
the insurance
of those who do?

surance.

Ansvar America insures only those
individuals who have chosen the
alcohol-free lifestyle. We are saving
many of our policy-holders over 25%
on their auto and homeowner's in-

Call today for a free quote!
22 MR AVERCY

holiday roorr

December 24, 1987
through
January 1, 1988

Nelcome the ne

finest motor lodge:

Howard Johnson East
& Post Road
Howard Johnson
Speedway

Fine Restaurants

“able TV

with Movie Channels
Free Parking

Excludes groups or special rates

l
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
North Meridian inn |
o i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
'|
|
|
|
|
|

|

|

|

Please present this |
[__coupon upon checicin. |

people is only ‘\\u[\.{‘. nuch the

L sity of Notre Dame operat
8

;wu,. E
such as UNE
cultural Organization, have ye budget
ibout double that of the Viucar

The biggest fixed expense Vaticar
spending is salaries and benefits to 3,400
active and 1,400 retired employees, account

5 percent of the annual budget
The payment of retirement benefits out
of current operating funds is one practice
which has been criticized by some high
ranking churchmen. The Vatican never
established a pension fund for its employees.
Retirement benefits in 1985 totaled $6.3
million and are on the rise each year

The Vatican's 1985 assets of $485 million
include mostly cash deposits, securities and
estate. They do not include the treasures
which contribute to the widespread percep:
tion of the *‘riches of the Vatican.”

The church’s stance, however, is that
these are a patrimony of humanity over
which the Vatican is custodian, not items to
be sold. While some of them produce revenue
through being on display in the Vatican

all require e—and
often protection—which is an expense.

The figures include Vatican properties
used commercially, such as apartments and
offices rented out, but not the properties used
exclusively for Vatican institutional pur-
poses. A note in the documents says that pro-
perties which the Vatican both owns and uses
are each given the nominal value of one
lira—less than one-tenth of a cent—in the
ledgers.

Supervising preparation of the figures
was a special council of cardinals, none of
whom are Vatican officials, named by Pope
John Paul II to advise him on economic
affairs.

The confidential documentation was
mailed to the world's bishops after the car-
dinals met last March

Since 1979, the Vatican has been pub-
lishing bottom-line annual budgets, but it has
never made public a complete line-item
breakdown of income and expenses. Nor had
it made public its assets, liabilities and net
WOl

The figures in the confidential documen-
tation do not give an exact picture of Vatican
finances. Internal transfers of funds among
Vatican agencies are not clearly identified
and some of the headings of assets and
liabilities are hazy.

But the figures provide the most detailed
picture of expenditures and income to date,
and allow for a general determination of net

Reasons given for the mushrooming
shortfall are ever-increasing expenses
especially for personnel and the expanding
services required by the post-conciliar
church—and static sources of traditional in-
come, mostly from investments, real estate
and saleable items such as stamps, coins and
publications.

The totals have also jumped because of
the shrinking value of the dollar which,
ording to Vatican figures, lost more than
25 percent of its value against the lira dur-
ing the past two years

The lira is the basic unit of most Vatican
expenditures and of Vatican City State in-
come, but most of the Holy See’s income
including the Peter’s Pence and private con-
tributions to cover the deficit, is in dollars
and other currencies.

The Vatican completely separates its
Vatican City State and Holy See budgets for
administrative purposes

The smaller city state budget strictly con-
cerns the running of the tiny country. It spent
$41 million in 1985 and had an income of $41.1
million. The principality of Liechtenstein
spent $186 million in 1986

The Holy See budget covers the central
administrative offices ( Roman Curia) which

yersee operations of the universal Catholic
Church. It also includes the more than 170
rs of the diplomatic corps, who also
function as the pope’s repre
national churche
I'he Hol

cha

entatives to

produce

" State, howeve
rket for empl

ican Museums and sales of

tamps
ns
Assets of the Vatican are also divided be-
nd Vatican City State
sts, including real estate,
re owned by In. Holy See. The combined
sets include $142 million in interest-bearing
accounts and $84 million in stocks and bonds.

The confidential documents did not list
specific securities held

Most of the deposits and securities are
held in U.S. dollars and invested in the
United States and Western European coun-
tries, said a church official overseeing
Vatican financial activities.

The Vatican puts its money in *‘safe in-
vestments™ such as term savings accounts
and low-risk stocks producing dividends,
said Joaquin Navarro-Valls, Vatican press
spokesman. “The pope has ruled out specula-
tion in financial markets,” said Navarro-
Valls.

According to the figures in the docu-
ments, the deposits and securities generated
a 1985 income of $21.9 million, almost a 10
percent return on investment.

Real estate is valued at §76.4 million. Of
this $68 million is commercial real estate.

In 1985, commercial properties produced
an after expenses profit of $2.6 million, a
return of 3.4 percent.

Most of the property is in the Vatican or
in Italy. Much of it is rented to Vatican
employees

The Holy See also has sizable assets in
or formed to proper-
ties held in Italy and in other countries. The
figures do not give the total value of these
assets but lump them together with other
assets being held as reserves against unex-
pected financial problems. These lumped
assets total $121.6 million.

One official involved in Vatican financial
matters said these organizations are admin-
istering properties built or acquired after
1929, when the Vatican received the equiv-
alent of $90 million from the Italian govern-
ment for church properties confiscated after
the 1870 unification of Italy, which saw the
fall of the pope as a temporal ruler of cen-
tral Italy. Much of the money was used to
build regional seminaries in Italy.

Liabilities listed include debts to banks
and money which individual Vatican agen-
cies have given for investment to the
Administration for the Patrimony of the
Apostolic See, which handles Vatican in-
vestments. These total $66.2 million.

Other major liabilities include funds
needed for specific [uture expenses, such as
severance pay for departing or retiring
workers. The severance reserves at the end
of 1985 totaled $56.8 million—$34.9 million for
Holy See employees and $21.9 million for
employees of Vatican City State.

The Vatican figures show that salaries
and pensions took up $68.7 million. Because
these are fixed expenses with salaries and
pensions controlled by labor agreements,
they cannot be cut unless the Vatican
drastically reduces its work force.

Curial administrative expenses were $6.5
million. Of this, $1.2 million went for travel.
The figures do not show how much of this
was for papal trips

Editorial costs for the Vatican daily
newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, and
other Vatican publications was $7.6 million.
However, editorial operations were in the
black, generating an income of $11.3 million.

In the red was Vatican Radio, which cost
$3.6 million, and has next to no sources of in-
come. Most of its activity is shortwave
broadcasts around the world

Even though it has several FM and AM
stations in Rome which broadcast news,
music and religious programs, the Vatican
ll.m’,s not allow commercial advertising.
Vatican officials consider the radio a main
tool of church evangelization and feel its
should be absorbed by the Holy See.
The principal sources of ordinary income
are investments permarket sales to
employees, and the sales of stamps, publica-
lons, coins and tickets to the Vatican
Museums

Ticket sales to the Vatican Mt

led $7 lion. Stamp and

eums
iles
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Book Review

Insights from Opus Dei founder

Furrow, by M
1987) 380 pp., $12

Josemaria Escriva. S¢
95 cloth; $7.95 paper

Reviewed by E. Francis Hanlon

The late Msgr. Josemaria Escriva, founder of Opus Dei
plows a straight row of practic: il spirituality for the formation
and development of the Catholic personality in “‘Furrow

The book, a follow-up to ““The Way," contains 1,000 of what
the author calls “‘these considerations of mine ¢

He says, "I have written them for you and for myseif
and I have put them into practice too before God

Msgr. Escriva, who died in 1975, urged, “May we ¢
by them and be moved by them so that in our lives our ¢
may leave behind a deep and fertile furrow.”

The text is orthodox and traditional and timely in a period
of dissent and wide secularism. One of its features is the recall-
ing of the redemptive role of the Mother of God
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“It Was
OAKLEAF

...But it was
my idea
to move in.”

It’s true! My daughter, Jeri, had
to talk me into visiting the Oakleaf
Village Retirement Community. But
the moment 1 walked in the door I
knew I'd found what I was looking
for. Beautiful. Secure. A warm and
open atmosphere. It’s the perfect
place for active retirees like me who
want to remain independent and free
our children from the worry they
naturally feel as we get older

My new apartment at Oakleaf
Village is perfect for me. | brought
my favorite pieces of furniture and
knick-knacks and gave the rest of it to
Jeri for her to enjoy. One really nice
thing about Oakleaf Village is that |
just pay rent. 1 didn’t want to pay a
big up front fee like they charge you
at some places.

A big surprise to me was all of the
things my rent covered: a daily, full
course meal, weekly housekeeping, all
utilities, scheduled transportation,
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someone on duty around the clock,
plus many other nice amenities and
services. All of this plus a lifestyle
that’s filled with activities and
wonderful new friends! |

Believe me, I checked out the
people who run Oakleaf Village. They
really know what I want for my
retirement, and I'm so happy now
that ’m settled in at Oakleaf V illage.
And Jeri feels like she’s had the
weight of the world lifted from her
shoulders!
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INF treaty and the pastoral:
first steps toward disarmament

by Liz Schevtchuk

WASHINGTON (NC)—In 1983, seeking an end to the
nuclear arms race, the American hierarchy recommended
progress in “‘negotiated bilateral deep cuts in the arsenals of
both superpowers."

On Dec. 8, maybe the world got it

The new U.S.-Soviet intermediate-range nuclear force, or
INF, treaty signed that day by President Reagan and Soviet
General Secretary Mikhail S. Gorbachev for the first time ever
specifies abolition of more than 2,200 short
nuclear missiles.

More work remains—on reductions in the number of long
range, strategic nuclear weapons, for example

Yet Reagan and Gorbachev—and other officials
described the INF treaty as an important initial step on the
road to peace.

So did Catholic leaders instrumental in drafting the
bishops’ 1983 war and peace pasta “‘The Challenge of
Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response.’

Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago, who chaired the
committee that drafted the peace pastoral, noted that the
treaty ‘‘appears to be a step toward arms control” and
described it Dec. 11 as “‘a very positive breakthrough

He noted that he had not analyzed the complex document
yet. Nevertheless, he said, “from what I have seen, it is
substantively important because it eliminates a whole class of
nuclear weapons. Moreover, I believe it could be symbolic: 4]1\
important in strengthening the process of arm:

Furthermore, he said, “‘the treaty seems to show that the
superpowers are managing their relationship in a spirit of
negotiation.”

-and medium-range

The pastoral also opposed proliferation of weapons that
may seem to be useful primarily in a first strike” and, in
a footnote, pointed out that some experts included such
weapons as MX and Pershing missiles in that category
Pershing missiles are listed among weapons expected tc
be destroyc d under the terms of the new treaty. So are cruise
missiles, whose deployment has been opposed by the U.S
bishops
One possible new challenge —or drawback, according to
INF critics—posed by the new treaty is that by decreasing
the importance of nuclear weapons, it enhances the clout of
conventional forces, such as troops and non-nuclear weapons
And the Soviets are regarded by many, including U.S. allies
in NATO, as having a probable edge over the West in that
category
The military realities remain, especially the conventional
forces) imbalance,” explained Lord Carrington, NATO
secretary-general, Dec. 10. *“We must keep both nuclear and
conventional elements of our defense up to date and
adequately funded
“The INF agre

nt,” he said, “is only a first step

The bishops anticipated this concern

Their pastoral suggested that it may well be that some
strengthening of conventional defense would be a
proportionate price to pay, if this will reduce the possibility
of a nuclear war. We acknowledge this reluctantly,” given the
world's other needs, they said. Rather, “‘we hope that a
significant reduction in numbers of conventional arms and
weaponry would go hand in hand with diminishing reliance
on nuclear deterrence.”

In the aftermath of the INF summit, Cardinal Bernardin

n 23

said,

there is a need to build on the political wisdom
demonstrated in this treaty and to utilize that wisdom in the
ongolm, negotiations on both strategic and conventional

arms

Another Catholic group, Network, the Religious-led social
justice lobby, also urged use of the INF treaty “‘as a step
toward agreement on strategic nuclear weapons and space
weaponry."

Without limits on strategic, offensive and defensive
weapon Network said, ‘an INF agreement can be easily
circumvented by replacing the destroyed weapons with new
strategic weapons.”

Although the two superpowers did not finalize any
commitments regarding space weapons, Reagan and
Gorbachev both promised further efforts regarding strategic
nuclear weapons.

Reagan said that “‘the INF treaty, as proud of it as we are,
should be viewed as a beginning, not an end. Further arms
reduction is now possible

Gorbachev said that through the INF, the United States
and Soviet Union are, “‘we hope, setting in motion the process
of nuclear disarmament.”

Nonetheless, citing strategic nuclear arms—‘the most
potent weapons in the world"—he added that *‘we still have
a lot of work to do.”

Vatican supports treaty

ROME (NC)—The Vatican supports the U.S.-Soviet trea-
ty eliminating short- and intermediate-range nuclear weapons
but is reserving judgment about the long-term effect of the
agreement, said Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, Vatican
secretary of state, on Dec. 13.

“‘Prudence always is in season,” he said

The cardinal expressed hope that the Reagan-Gorbachev
summit would also help improve Vatican-Soviet relations.

“We are always hoping"' for detente with the Soviet Union,
he said. “‘We hope and work so that this will happen.”

The bishops’ pastoral letter called for “neg to halt
the testing, production and deployment of new nuclear
weapons systems. Not only should steps be taken to end
development and deployment, but the numbers of existing
weapons must be reduced in a manner which lessens the
danger of war,” it declared.

*“U.S. proposals like those for INF negotiations in
Geneva are said to be designed to achieve deep cuts” in
nuclear arsenals, the bishops said in their letter. **Our hope
is that they will be pursued in a manner which will realize
these goals.”

““We mentioned the INF in the pastoral, specifically, id
Father J. Bryan Hehir, secretary for social development and
world peace at the U.S. Catholic Conference

In terms of overall numbers, the INF treaty “is limited
in its impact on the nuclear weapons in the world but it
shouldn’t be judged on that alone,’” said Father Hehir, who
assisted the bishops in drafting the pastoral letter

The INF agreement “'is a real reduction. That's important
to note,” he said. While further efforts are required by both
superpowers, the INF treaty *“‘contributes to the arms control
process and to political relations, and all of that is in the
(bishops') letter,” he added.
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by Jerry Filteau

WASHINGTON (NC)—Cardinal John J
Krol of Philadcphia will retire Feb. 11,
and Pope John Paul II has named Bishop
Anthony J. Bevilacqua of Pittsburgh to
succeed him.

Cardinal Krol’s retirement will mark the
end of an era. He is the last of the key U.S
episcopal leaders who were part of the
Second Vatican Council and played a major
role in shaping the U.S. church after the
council.

Cardinal Krol, 77, has been a bishop since
1953, archbishop of Philadelphia since 1961
and a cardinal since 1967. He will remain an
active member of the College of Cardinals
until age 80.

He was first vice president (1966-71) and
second president (1971-74) of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops aad U.S.
Catholic Conference, the postconciliar
national organizations of the U.S. hierarchy
In 1965 he headed the committee which
reorganized the old National Catholic Wel-
fare Conference into the NCCB and USCC.

He also headed the bishops’ committee
which from 1967 to 1971 conducted a contro-
versial U.S. priesthood study, one of the
most massive and comprehensive studies of
priests in history.

He was one of the leaders of Vatican II
as undersecretary of the council and was a
member of the central commission formed
after the council to coordinate and interpret
postconcilar commissions.

He attended assemblies of the world
Synod of Bishops in 1971 and 1974 as an NCCB
delegate and in 1985 as one of the papally
appointed synod co-presidents.

In 1976, in the city where the Declara-
tion of Independence was signed 200 years
earlier, he hosted the 4lst International
Eucharistic Congress, the first such congress
in the United States in 50 years

As a charter member of a special Coun-
cil of Cardinals formed by Pope John Paul
1T in 1981 to advise the Holy See on finances,
Cardinal Krol has led a move by top church-
men to establish uniform accounting pro-
cedures and yearly public reports on Vatican
finances.

This November he announced to the U.S.

¥

Cardinal John J. Krol

bishops that for the first time audited Vati-
can financial figures would soon be made
public. He also announced that he and others
were formulating plans to establish a founda-
tion or similar fund in the United States to
help support the Holy See

He has a reputation as a conservative
churchman who runs a tight ship. For many
years, for example, his was the only dio-

ese in the country where Saturday evening
s to fulfill the Sunday obligation were
not allowed.

But that conservative reputation gave
added force to his sharp criticisms of U.S.
nuclear defense policies, as in 1982 when he
joined other Philadelphia religious leaders
in calling for a “mutually verifiable freeze’
on nuclear weapons. In answer to Reagan
administration attacks on the freeze move-
ment, he declared, “'I am not a Soviet front.”

When Cardinal Krol marked his 25th
anniversary in Philadelphia in 1986, Bishop
James W. Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, then
NCCB president, recalled the cardinal’s 1979
congressional testimony on the SALT II
treaty as ‘‘perhaps his finest hour.”

In that landmark testimony, foreshadow-
ing the U.S. bishops’ 1983 peace pastoral,
Cardinal Krol warned that the bishops could
barely ‘‘tolerate’” nuclear weapons for the
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Cardinal Krol is last of Vatican !l leaders to retire

purpose of deterrence and would have to shift
to “uncompromising condemnation’” if there
was no progress toward negotiated reduction
and eventual elimination of nuclear arsenals.

The cardinal was equally blunt and
uncompromising in opposing legalized abor-
tion, calling it one of the central issues of
respect for life in the United States

Another area in which he was a consistent
and vocal critic of U.S. public policy was
that of public aid to students in non-public
schools. He argued for such assistance as a
matter of justice to parents who wish to
exercise choice in the education of their
children.

Cardinal Krol was criticized for his will
ingness to appear in public with Presidents
Richard M. Nixon and Ronald Reagan dur-
ing political campaigns. Both presidents
spoke out strongly in favor of substantial
federal aid for non-public education, but
neither succeeded in getting Congress to
enact major legislation

With Cardinal Krol's retirement, Car
dinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago—a car
dinal only since 1983—will becorne the senior
cardinal still active in the U.S. hierarchy

Cardinal William W. Baum, formerly of
Washington, has been a cardinal since 1976
but had to give up his membership in the
NCCB when he became head of the Vatican's
Congregation for Catholic Education in 1980

When Cardinal Krol joined the College of
Cardinals in 1967, other Americans in that
elite group were Cardinals Lawrence Shehan
of Baltimore (retired 1974, died 1984), Fran-
cis Spellman of New York (died 1967),
Richard Cushing of Boston (died 1970) and
James Mclntyre of Los Angeles (retired
1973, died 1979)

Elevated in 1967 along with Cardinal Krol
were Cardinals Patrick O'Boyle of Washing-
ton, who died last August, and John Cody of
Chicago, who died in 1982.

Also in that class of '67 was a Polish
prelate, Cardinal Karol Wojtyla of Krakow,
who is now Pope John Paul [1

When Pope John Paul was elected pontiff
in 1978, Cardinal Krol's influence in Rome
increased dramatically. Himself a son of
Polish parents, the Philadelphia prelate was
2 longtime friend of the new Polish pope

The delay in Cardinal Krol's retirement
for more than two years was itself taken as
a sign of Pope John Paul’s esteem for him.

When he reached 75, the normal retire-
ment age for bishops, on Oct. 26, 1985, Car-
dinal Krol submitted his resignation in
accord with church law. Apart from extra-
ordinary cases, such as those of leading
churchmen in places where the church
faces severe difficulties, Pope John Paul has
almost invariably accepted such resigna-
tions immediately or within a short time.
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