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Marriage preparation policy announced 
Includes a six month preparatory period and the use of sponsor couples 

A marriage preparation policy, which 
will affect thousands of young couples in 
central and southern Indiana, has been 
adopted by the Archdiocese of In- 
dianapolis, to become effective Jan. 1, 1986. 
  

The policy, the rationale for it, and 
considerable other material about 
marriage preparation is included in a 
special “Catholic Marriage” sup- 
plement beginning on page 11 of this 
issue.       

The policy will require those planning to 
marry in the church to begin preparations 
at least six months before the wedding, to 
counsel with married couples during the 
process and to complete a couple 
relationship inventory which assesses their 
attitudes about such issues as children, in- 
laws, sexuality, finances, religion and 
communication. 

Approximately 2,000 marriages take 
place each year in the archdiocese. More 
than half of these are interfaith unions. 

Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara an- 
nounced the policy in a letter published on 
this page. He approved the policy following 
extensive input from pastors and married 
couples and the unanimous positive 
recommendation of the archdiocesan Coun- 
cil of Priests. 

The policy places responsibility for 
marriage preparation on the local parish, 
with other programs such as the Pre Cana 
Conference becoming a supplemental part 
of preparation. 

Valerie R. Dillon, archdiocesan family 
life director and coordinator of the pol- 
icy’s implementation, explained, ‘“‘Two 
important goals are to help the engaged 
couple better understand and value the 
nature of Christian marriage and their 
responsibilities in undertaking it and to 

  
allow them to assess their readii to 
marry and their wisdom in marrying this 
particular partner now or in the future. 

“The intent of the rclicy,” she con- 
tinued, ‘‘is to meet these geals as well as to 
provide a consistent and more effective 
approach to marriage preparation in the 
archdiocese.” 

She said the heart of the policy is the 
involvement of married couples ‘whose 
life experience and insights can help a 
young couple to develop skills and realistic 
expectations about their own relationship. 
They also may serve later as a support for 
newlywed couples. facing the first 
a ths of adjustment.” 

Parishes will use couples in one of two 
formats: either as sponsors one-on-one 
with the engaged couple or in a small group 
setting, such as the Evenings for Engaged 
program. 

In the Sponsor Couple program, the 
engaged couple meets initially with the 
priest, then goes to the home of a spon- 
soring couple for a series of sessions. They 
discuss practical issues, share their hopes 
and expectations and explore the strengths 
and potential weak areas of their 
relationship, based on results of the in- 
ventory. 

The six-month advance time is intended 
to insure that these meetings take place in 

. “No one can 

Christian married lives in today’s world,” 
she said. “It is similar to marriage policies 
being used in a number of other di in   

Letter promulgates policy 
Belovedinthe Lord Jesus Christ: : 

he yay of Crt is accompa in oa 
begehar ant Sobers ahr tonin ec the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
In every celebration of the Eucharist we proclaim our total embracing of this 
mystery of faith. For the vast majority of those so initiated, the living out of 
this commitment to Christ is done within the context of the human institution 
called marriage, and where both parties are Christians, within the Sacrament 
of Matrimony. 

Among my strongest convictions, sepported by all of my pastoral ex- 
perience, are these two thoughts. The choice of a marriage partner is the 
ingle (ol uciiotinlee SSUiiel Masa pengie ever Soameua thls hea a and the 
attitudes individuais bring to marriage are either the rock or the sand on 
which their future happiness and fulfillment rest. 

This being so, it is indeed a part of the pastoral mission of the church to 
offer every help possible to those preparing to enter the married state. These 
efforts of goodwill are not only for the benefit of the two individuals, but for 

archdiocese, especially our married couples and pastoral 
cone _Lregard this promulgation as a most important one, and urge thatthe 

A the une Une, ak God inh great gonna o Hew al who bar 
am —<io 

Sincerely yours in Our Lord, 

+ Bog ORE: 
- Most Rev. Edward T. O'Meara, S.T.D. Archbishop of Indianapoli     

the United States.” 
Between ‘one-quarter and one-third of 

the 158 parishes in the archdiocese already 

are in compliance with the new policy, she 
estimated. Information and training 
programs will be offered to other parishes 1986: 

throughout the fall and:-winter so they can 
meet the policy’s effective date of Jan. 1, 

Malone makes report to Rome for bishops’ synod 
The report urges the synod to give particular attention to women’s role in church and in society 

by Jerry Filteau 

WASHINGTON (NC)—Despite the 
views of some critics, the U.S. Catholic 
Church “‘is fundamentally on the right 
track” in carrying out the work of the 
Second Vatican Council, said Bishop James 
Malone in a preparatory report to Rome for 
the upcoming world Synod of Bishops. 

Looking Inside 
From the editor: How the American 

family is changing. Pg. 2. 

Cathedral renovation: What the in- 
terior will look like: Pg. 3. ‘ 

Education: Testimony on state re- 
lationship to private schools. Pg. 3. 

Commentary: More action needed for 
' social justice. Pg. 4. 

Faith Today: Can you find God without 
going to church? Pg. 9. 

Protest: Pennsylvania bishops 
criticize Catholic Charities for 
Cuomo invitation. Pg. 29. 

Books: Vatican newspaper criticizes 
book on suicide. Pg. 30. 

To clear the air: Committee to study 
CRS operations. Pg.32. _ 

  

    
  

Bishop Malone, of Youngstown, Ohio, is 
to attend the extraordinary synod as 
president of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. The synod, to be held 
Nov. 25-Dec. 8, was called by Pope John 
Paul II to review Vatican II 20 years after 
its closing. 

Bishop Malone’s 7,000-word ony, 
report, released in Washington Monda 
urged the special meeting of bishops at the 
Vatican to give “particular attention” to 
women’s “‘role in church and society.” 

The report also called on the synod to 
address ‘specifically such issues as 
celibacy and the general weakening of the 
sense of commitment” as factors in the 
priest shortage. 

Bishop Malone wrote that major needs 
in the church include greater 
evangelization efforts, clearing up ‘‘con- 
fusion over moral issues,” giving young 
people a sense of “Catholic identity,” 
clarifying the distinctions between or- 
dained and non-ordained ministry, and 
spelling out the proper role of bishops’ 
conferences around the world. 

The NCCB president did not directly cite 
recent criticisms of the U.S. church by 
some Vatican officials, among whom the 
most notable has been Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, head of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. But he incorporated 
into his report several points of response to 
the critics. 

      

positions in the church and said that the 

or practice today. Rather, he said, 
(See REPORT TO SYNOD on page 27)    

Bishop James Malone 

Cardinal Ratzinger, in a book published 
’ earlier this year, criticized what he called a 

“feminist mentality” among U.S. nuns, an 
“indiscriminate to the world” 
after the council, and ‘“‘a progressive 
process of decadence” in the church 
“under the slogan of a so-called ‘spirit of 
the a 

Bishop Malone urged further progress 
in advancing women into leadership 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

by John F. Fink 

For those of us who grew up as part of traditional 
families (father, mother and children), and whose adult 
lives also have been as part of similar families, it’s easy to 
think of such families as the norm. But the U.S. Census 
Bureau says that those families are now a minority and 
today’s households are much different 
from those of 25 years ago or so. The 
changes in U.S. families are 
significant for the way the Catholic 
church must minister to its ; 

For example, back in 1960, 75 
percent of the population was 

projected that it will be only 55 per- 
cent by 1990. That means, of course, 

widowed or divorced. 
People who do get married are doing it at a later age 

than previous generations. From 1970 to 1983, the Census 
Barcel 6, Se 
were never married increased from 36 percent to 56 
percent among women and from 55 percent to 73 percent 
among men. This is the age span when most marriages 
used to occur. 

FAMILIES WITH single heads (usually the woman) 
from 1970 to 1983. Out-of- 

and the divorce rate shot up by half to become the highest 
among all Western nations. Today, one out of every five 
children (and more than half of all black children) lives in 
a one-parent household.   

  

That family that I’ve always been a part of (father, 
ee nc 

all households, and the formerly so-called ‘‘typical”’ 
comay ot tae mother and two children is only 11 
percent. 

Five years ago I was a member of the Catholic Com- 
mittee for the White House Conference on Families. One 
of the first problems the conference had to face was the 
definition of a family because it was recognized then that 
the typical family that we had always known was 
definitely a minority. It is even more so today and ap- 
parently will be in the future. 

HOW HAS THIS happened? One would think that new 
families would be in the process of being created at a very 

so-called baby boomers—those born 
World War II till 1964. They are now 29 years ld and 
they comprise a full one-third of all Americans. Since 
there are so many of them the thing would be for 
the U.S. population to grow at a fast rate—as it did when 
they were born. 

Those baby boomers, though, are not having children 
to the extent that previous generations did. The fertility 
rate dropped from 3.7 births per woman in 1960 to about 
1.7 today. If it were not for immigration the U.S. 

would start shrinking by the year 2000, when 

and care for the parents in their old age. 
Today’s young people often are not able to match the 

How the American family is changing 
living standards their parents were able to provide. 
Average household income, in constant dollars, is 
declining—from $21,400 in 1980 to $20,600 today. Time 
magazine reported that ‘today the combined income of a 
young married couple, both of whom are working, is likely 
to be less than what either of their fathers earned at the 
same age. Baby boomers are not able to afford the houses 
they grew up in, and rates have fallen for 
the first time since World War II.” 

The image of the Yuppies, with so much discretionary 
income, is a myth. They account for only about six percent 
of all baby boomers. 

MEANWHILE, THE older generations are thriving 
like never before. One out of four Americans is over the 
~age of 50 and those over 65 now outnumber teenagers for 
ee aps menage Most of them are healthier and 
more vigorous than previous generations. They control 
three-quarters of the nation’s financial assets and have 
half of its spending power. Whereas a third of those over 
65 were classified as below the poverty line in 1965, only 14 

-age individuals, ee 

estimated that soon one out of every four women will be in 
the ‘ married” jory—either widowed or 
“—. cen ae 

families changing so drastically, it is important 
iil cl tame eapacn och he ten thas to eae 
their ministries must change in order to continue to be 
relevant. oy eee oe ee 
status quo.   

  

Pastoral musicians’ 
by Richard Cain 

A local group, the Indianapolis chapter 
of the National Association of Pastoral 

and musicianship and how the two work 
together. 

“A lot of times those two angles come 
into conflict with each other,” said Tracy 
E. Tracy, director of the local chapter. ‘We 
have spent a lot of time in the past dealing 
with mechanics but we haven’t spent time 
talking about ourselves as church musicians 
and balancing being musicians and min- 
isters.” 

In order to help pastoral musicians 
better find this balance, the group has 
scheduled a semi-monthly series of 
gatherings. The theme of this year’s series 
is “What it means to be a pastoral 
musician,” according to Tracy. 

The date of the gatherings alternates 
between the last Friday and the last 
Monday of the month. The next gathering is 
Friday, Sept. 27, at the Catholic Center, 

1400 N. Meridian in Indianapolis. Each 
gathering begins at 6:30 p.m. with a 
catered dinner in the center lounge which 
usually costs $3. This is followed with a 
short busir<ss meeting at 7:15 and the 
evening provram at 7:30. 
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MOVING? 
Ve'll be there waiting 
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NOTE: If you are receiving duplicate copies please send 
both labels 

The CRITERION 
P.O. BOX 1410     INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206 

This month’s program will include a 
panel of four musicians who will discuss 
their experiences as pastoral musicians. 
Those gathered will then break into small 
groups to carry on the discussion. 

In addition, a regional convention of the 
National Association of Pastoral Musicians 
Se ee a ee 
21-24, 1986, at the Radisson Plaza Hotel. 
Between 700 and 900 pastoral musicians are 
expected to attend the convention, ac- 

association is active 

\group hopes to the work of 
musicians. ‘Our goal is to get past 

the performance and invite the 

Social justice conference to 
highlight issues in pastoral 

The Indiana Conference on Church and 
Social Justice, to be held Oct. 11-12 at the 
Catholic Center in Indianapolis, will 
highlight many issues which will be en- 

in the bishops’ pastoral, 
“Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. 
Economy.” 

Some of those issues will be the topics of 

On the second day, Donald Carignan will 
present a dialogue process that ean be used 
not only for study and response to the 
bishops’ pastoral on the U.S. economy, but 
also for other pastoral letters and issues. 

  

on WGRT-AM, Indianapolis (810 kHz). 

This Far By Faith’ schedule 
for September-October, 1985 
Following is the schedule for ‘This Far By Faith: The Black Catholic Chapel of the 
Air” for September and October. The program can be heard from 2:30-3 p.m. Sundays 

  

  Fr. George Stallings (Wash., D.C.) 

Fr. Curtis Guillory (New Orleans, La.) 
Fr. Jay Matthews (Oakland, Calif.) 

Bp. Moses Anderson (Detroit, Mich.) 

Fr. Kenneth Hamilton (New Orleans, La.) 
Fr. Clarence Williams (Detroit, Mich.) 

Chetr 

Imm. Beart of Mary (Lafayette, La.) 
Rejoice National Choir (Wash., D.C.) 

Holy Angels (Indpls.) : 
Imm. Heart of Mary (Lafayette, La.) 

St. Rita Gospel Ensemble (Indpls.) 

St. Theresa of Avila (Wash., D.C.)   

also system 
information network for its members, 
Tracy said. “It’s a good way to find some 
musician you may need, such as a flautist.” 

For more information about the group 
=" activities, call Tracy at 317-630- 
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Cathedral renovation project : 

What the cathedral will look like 
by Msgr. Gerald A. Gettelfinger 

(Third in a series) 

Many have asked about the progress of 
the renovation of the cathedral in the 
nearly three years the planning committee 
has been hard at work. In recent months 
the question has become more refined: 
“What will the cathedral really look like?” 

In a formal way, the answer can be 
found in the ‘Mission Statement for the 
Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul” reprinted 
here. This mission statement is different 
from a parish mission statement; this is the 
stated purpose of the cathedral church 
building itself. It was approved by Arch- 
bishop Edward T. O’Meara in June 1983. 

What will the cathedral really look like? 
A walking tour might be helpful in ex- 
ploring the renovated central church of the 
archdiocese. 

Centered between the massive 
limestone columns, the beautifully 
refurbished bronze doors will open easily at 
touch, r ling newly install 
glass doors into the narthex or vestibule. 
Typically, the bronze doors will be opened 
each day, all day long, to welcome the 
worshiper or the curious passerby. 

Inside the brightened narthex, the older 
wood paneled doors leading into the church 
also have a new look. Wood panels have 
been replaced with glass, allowing a visitor 
to see beyond. Guarding the entrance 
beneath the balcony is the font with 

“living” water to remind Christians of 
their initiation through baptism into the life 
of Jesus. The font will also be used for 
celebration of the sacrament for both 
adults and infants. The person of keen 
memory will recognize marble from the 
communion railing creatively reused in the 
new font. 

Struck by the immense beauty of vast 
space within the place of worship, one’s 
attention is drawn immediately to the 
center of the church, the table of the 
eucharist. The cathedral is built in the form 
of a cross, with the altar of sacrifice located 
where the cross-members meet. The im- 
posing altar table, made of native oak with 
an inlaid marble top, commands one’s 
lingering attention. 

Almost as impressive is the ambo or 
lectern. From here the worshiping 
Christian will be nourished by the Word. 
From here. the Scriptures will be 
proclaimed by the ministers of the word. 
From here the minister of the gospel will 

lain the Scriptures and teach. From 
here the archbishop, the chief pastor, will 
exercise his teaching role as the spiritual 
leader of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 

Behind the altar and ambo one will note 
the significant chair of the archbishop, the 
single person in whom the unity of the 
archdiocese is symbolized. This chair is 
used only by the archbishop. When he is not 
presiding, a simpler yet appropriate chair 
will be used by the celebrant of the liturgy. 

Testimony given on state 
relations with private schools 

by Jim Jachimiak 

Representatives of non-public schools 
have offered a number of recom- 
mendations to a legislative committee 
studying private education in Indiana. 

recommendations emerged from 
testimony on Sept. 11, in the third in a 
series of legislative hearings. They fell into 
three general areas: a clearer definition of 
how the state should relate to non-public 
schools, a new accreditation process for 
non-public schools, and the establishment 
of an office for non-public schools in the 
state Department of Education. 

Most of the testimony came from 
members of the Indiana Non-Public 
Education Association (INPEA), including 
Providence Sister Lawrence Ann Liston, 
director of schools in the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis. 

INPEA Consultant Steve Noone began 
the testimony by outlining some of the 
services non-public schools receive from 
public schools. 

He noted that 16 percent of students in 
non-public schools in the state are trans- 
ported on public school buses. Students in 
non-public high schools are eligible to at- 
tend public vocational schools. Students in 
grades 7 and 8 often travel to public middle 
schools for vocational classes. 

STUDENTS IN non-public schools also 
benefit from federally funded programs 
administered by public schools. Noone 
cited the school lunch program, services 
for the handicapped and a number of block 
grant programs. In addition, non-public 
schools receive the services of a number of 
public employees—state police officials for 
school bus inspection, school traffic safety 
personnel for the certification of bus 
drivers, teacher training personnel, state 
and county health officials and fire in- 
spectors, for example. 

Sister Liston spoke of her experience as 
a school administrator, especially her work 
in urban schools. In Indianapolis, eight 
urban schools serve 17 parishes, with a 
total enrollment of 1,888 students this year, 
she said. The administrators of all eight of 
those schools are licensed by the state, as 
are 9% percent of their teachers. The 
majority of the schools are accredited by 
the state, Sister Liston said, but ‘“‘we have 
encountered two dilemmas.” 

Sister Lawrence Ann Liston 

The first is that some of the schools can 
not be accredited because their ad- 
ministrators do not have the required four 
years of experience administering state- 
certified schools. 

The second deals with competency tests 
introduced this year. Several schools tried 
to purchase the tests, which are required 
for accreditation. “They were told that 
these tests were the property of the state 
and that they would not be able to purchase 
them,” Sister Liston said. For. those 
schools, the competency test was waived as 
a requirement for accreditation. But, Sister 
Liston said, the schools would have 
preferred to meet the requirement rather 
than be granted a waiver. 

SHE RECOMMENDED a separate 
accreditation system for non-public 
schools. She also recommended that the 
non-public school community be involved 
in establishing any school guidelines in the 

presented 
overview af Cathedie selsocde ka the site. Aa 
of last May, Tieken said, there were 65,000 
students enrolled in 222 Catholic elemen- 

(See PRIVATE SCHOOLS on page 27) 

These chairs, too, will be constructed of 
native oak. 

of light and color. The sacredness of pur- 
pose of the cathedral is even more evident 
in the treatment of statuary and other 
artwork. These are considerations for the 
next article of this series. 

  

  

of the Archdiocese of 
celebration. The 

diocese. Built of brick and mortar, 

is exemplified: 
sound created by instruments and human 

in God’s house are   

  

Cathedral mission statement 
The Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul is the central church for the Catholic Christians 

Indianapolis. Each gathering of the assembly of believers is a 
external structure, seen by believers and unbelievers 

Sa eee 

church, the cathedral is a symbol of unity of the people of the arch- 
the cathedral reminds us that we are the living 

stones of the temple of God brought together through the unity of the Father, Son and 

Le cnuthatdinecth, the datibiel ie cbt 
is yet another powerful symbol of the unity 
primes = = vnc an sf my th po od he acs caiceestion te 

special place. sacraments in this 
‘The cathedral church is different from all other churches in the Archdiocese of In- 

dianapolis since the "3 official “‘chair” or “cuthedra” is located there. It is , 
from this chair that the both symbolically an Peroonally exercises tis 

mason wig, heaemmnaste vacations ta nourueaoet reeeied 

Se eee mets cmeatenoan 
we are nourished with the Word of God. The altar unt aly draws 

beauty, each of us is reminded of our own beauty before God. 
Beauty found in the fine arts has always been used by the church to assist us to ap- 

the beauty of the infinite God. The cathedral church is God’s house where such 
ae nicnn mee ee 

voices; beauty celebrated performing 
arta appropriate tothe sacredness ofthe place. To this place all who wish to tarry awhile 

is but a 

Sdatucineiee a 

beauty of design and color; beauty of 
in those:     

Franciscan sisters celebrate 

mission work anniversaries 
The Oldenburg Sisters of St. Francis are 

celebrating two anniversaries of their 
mission work, 25 years of work in Papua 
New Guinea, and 50 years of work with the 
Crow and Cheyenne Indians in Montana. 

A number of events are planned for the 
celebration. On Friday, Sept. 27, at 6:45 
p.m., Capuchin Firmin Schmidt, 
bishop of Mendi in Papua New Guinea, will 
celebrate a liturgy in the convent chapel. 
een eee oe. 

the 

viewing at the convent. The Sisters in New 
Guinea have also had a book containing 
reflections on their 25 years of work there 
printed in Hong Kong. 

The sisters began their work with the 
Indians in Montana in 1934 by opening a 
combination boarding and day school at St. 
Xavier. Three years later, a similar school 
was opened at Pryor. Since then, the 
sisters’ work there has focused on teaching. 
But the methods and techniques used have 
broadened. 

“We have many more chances today of 
and being with our people in their 

their tribal games and 
.”’ said Sister Mary Claver 

Ehren in an article published in 1981 and 
made available by the Franciscans. 

This greater involvement in the Indian’s 
way of life has fostered a deep mutual 
respect between the Indians and the 
sisters. In their effort to preserve and value 
the Indians’ culture, the sisters have come 
to realize how much they are ministered to 
by the Indians, the article said. Aspects of 
the Indians’ cuture that the sisters noted 
included the Indians’ oneness with nature, 
their profound reverence for life and their 
simplicity of living. 

At present there are seven Oldenburg 

homes, 

Sisters working with the Indians, five with 
the Crow and two with the Cheyenne. 

As in Montana, the Oldenburg sisters 
began their work in Papua New Guinea in 
1960 as teachers in a preparatory and 
primary school in Mendi. But their work 
soon expanded to included pastoral work 
and teacher training. The goal became 
enabling the Fupua New Guineans to teach 
themselves. ‘‘A missionary’s dream is that 
someday in the future she is replaced by 
those she helped along the way,” said 
Sister Cecilia Holohan in a letter to another 
sister at the Oldenburg Motherhouse. 

That goal has begun to be realized with 
the training of more and more Papua New 
Guineans as teachers at the Holy Trinity 

Guineans. The Oldenburg sisters have also 
helped to found a native order of Sisters, the 

  

 



  

COMMENTARY     
Parish communities 

need to be awakened 

to work for social justice 
by Fr. Eugene Hemrick 

The latest statistics on action for social 
justice should have some concerned people 
pointing an accusing finger because of 
delinquency in the church. 

A recent study conducted on the U.S. 
parish found that 
helping the poor out- 
side a parish and 
working toward social 
justice were ranked 
very low, while the 
religious education of 
youth and helping the 
poor within a parish 
ranked the highest. 

Before any of us 
points at others, it must 
be asked what is en- 
visioned when we speak of social-justice 

  

action? Does this translate into protest 
marches, night vigils, fasts, sit-down 
strikes, letters of petition, donating bs 
money and energy, and employing ev 
other imaginable force that can be brought 
to bear on injustice? 

Without a doubt, all these suggestions 
are valid and lead to another question: 
“What is needed to move people into these 
types of action?”’ 

To answer this question I think we 
should turn to the Old Testament prophet 
Amos, who was a great champion of 
justice. Amos was a simple farmer who 
lived when the rich were getting richer and 
the poor poorer. Many Israelite farmers 
were living marginally with just enough 
money to meet bills. If a drought came 
along they were often forced to sell their 
land and themselves into the service of the 
wealthy. 

  

  

what is and what should be according to 
God’s plan. The contrast stirs every fiber in 
him to react of the con- 
sequences. He will not regard injustice and 
misery as an accepted way of life. Life can 
and should be better. 

Amos, like most prophets, is a person of 
principle. He knows his message is un- 
welcome, that he may possibly be killed for 

‘it, and yet he delivers it. 

Now, returning to the question of what is 
needed to move more people into social- 

    
justice action, Amos teaches us that the 
original movement comes from a strong 
prompting by God. This is followed by a 
vision between what is and what should be, 
followed by a sense of righteousness that is 
stronger than the fear of one’s own death. 

If we believe in these principles we 
should be very hesitant to point a finger at 
anyone not into social justice unless we, 
like Amos, have been called and responded. 
If that is the case, then a prophetic rage 
over the recent statistics is not only in place - 
but is a must. 

© 1985 by NC News Service 

Comparing salaries of labor and business leaders 
by Msgr. George G. Higgins 

Once a year Business Week publishes a 
chart listing the salaries and bonuses of the 
top U.S. corporate executives. A similar 
chart listing salaries of the top U.S. labor 
leaders follows in a subsequent issue. Year 
after year these charts 
indicate that the in- 
come of business 
executives is 
astronomically higher 
than that of labor 
leaders. 

Reacting to this 
discrepancy, much of 
the media seem to have 
a double standard: one 
for business leaders 
and a more stringent 
one for labor leaders. In other words, they 
seem to think that a business executive is 
entitled to make as much as the traffic will 

  

bear, whereas they expect a labor leader, 
as a representative of the working class, to 
place voluntary limits on income and 
standard of living. 

I go along with this argument, but only 
half way. I agree that labor leaders ought 
to place reasonable limits on their income. 
This is merely another way of saying that 
trade-unjon leadership is a vocation that 
calls for personal dedication and self- 
sacrifice. 

The media does a service to the labor 
movement in this ideal alive. It 
will be a sorry day for the labor movement 
if its leaders ever get the idea that they are 
aaa 

unfair to labor and do a disservice to the 
business community whea they fail to point 
out that business leaders also are expected 
to place reasonable limits on their stan- 
dards of living. 

To say that the president of a big union 
ought to be satisfied with a salary of, say, 
$50,000-$75,000 but that the president of a 
corporation with which he bargains is 
justified in asking for 10 or even 20 times 
that amount is flattering to labor but in- 
sulting to business. It assumes that the 
main incentive of the business person is 
materialistic. 

This inconsistency is sometimes 
justified by the argument that labor 
leaders are not as well educated or capable 
as their counterparts in business. But if 
labor leaders were compensated 
to their abilities, a number would be 
millionaires. 

Itis also argued that fabulous executive 
salaries in the business community are 
justified by the law of competition which, 

assuming that they respord principally, 
if not exclusively, to financial incentives. 

Finally, it is sometimes argued that big 
salaries for labor leaders are unjustified 
because the money is taken from the rank 
and file. There is something to be said for 
this argument, but it should be pointed out 
that the big salaries of business executives 
in the final analysis come from the same 
source. 

This is not a Utopian or socialist argu- 
ment for dividing the wealth, nor is it a 
moral criticism of executive salaries. It is 
merely a defense of the American business 
person against his self-appointed friends 
who would reduce him to the level of the 
purely economic man devoid of ideals and 
motivated by pecuniary incentives. 

Most business executives of my 
acquaintance are reasonably dedicated 
individuals, as are the majority of the labor 
leaders I have met. Exceptions in either 
group are open to criticism, but they ought 
to be judged by the same standard of 
professional ethics or ideals. 

Approach upcoming synod with open minds 
by Dale Francis 

It is interesting to me that so many 
people know exactly what the ex- 
traordinary synod in November in Rome is 
going to do. Of course, not all of those who 
are absolutely certain they know are in 
agreement. 
There are those who 

say Pope John Paul II 
called the ex- 

Vatican Council 
because he is unhappy 
about developments 
since then and he wants 
to bring trends harmful , 
to the church under 
control. 

There are others who are 
tain the pope called this extraordinary 
synod because he believes great good has 
come from the renewal that came through 
the Second Vatican Council and he wishes 
to reaffirm and re-energize that renewal. 

When I first wrote about this ex- 
traordinary synod, called so unexpectedly 
by Pope John Paul II, I suggested it be 
approached without any preconceptions 
and simply with an openness to the Holy   

Spirit, its delegates open to wherever the 
Holy Spirit may lead them. 

The way we are, we think of what will 
happen in terms of what we want to hap- 
pen. So those who believe that great things 
have happened in the church since Vatican 
II quite naturally think the synod will ratify 
their view, and those who have less en- 

When I say it is best that we pray for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, I'm well aware 
that it is a fact of human nature that when 
we pray for this guidance we probably have 
in mind the direction we'd like for the Holy 
Spirit to guide us. But I’m still much in 
favor of praying for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit because the Holy Spirit will 
hear our prayers but not our prejudices. 

T’m not really concerned that Catholics 

But not all of these divisions are good. 
When, on either the progressive or the 
conservative side, there is a separation 
from the clear teachings of the church, this 
is harmful. 

Far more harmful is the creation of lack 

of charity. It seems to me quite all right for 
there to be differences of opinion. I’m glad 
to see those who hold different views within 
the framework of authentic Catholic 
ae that differ with the views of 

stand by their own convictions 
aaa, 

But what does concern me, what I do 
believe is harmful to the church, comes 
when those who hold a position attack those 
who hold a different viewpoint as if those 
people have no right to speak at all. 

I have in mind some of the reaction to 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. An Italian 

published a book in French and 
Italian, based on some informal interviews 
with Cardinal Ratzinger. Some excerpts 
were published in this country that were 
critical of some since 
Vatican II. That brought a response in 

writers who have gone on to suggest that 
Cardinal Ratzinger had no right to speak at 
all. This is a respected theologian, the 
prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the 
Doctrine of Faith. He was speaking in- 
formally, not in his official role. It was 
quite all right to disagree with him but to 

suggest he had no right to speak, to say, as 
one did, that he was en 

but we must have charity for one another. 
Diversity without charity can divide us; 
charity, even with diversity, will unite us. 

May the Holy Spirit guide us in the 

  

direction of greater unity. 
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VIEWING WITH ARNOLD’ 

‘Dragon’ offers confused 
look at Chinatown mafia 

by James W. Arnold 

“Year of the Dragon” offers a new twist 
on gangster-family movies by exploring, in 
a fictional way, the little-known organized 
underworld of New York’s Chinatown and 
its connections to 
crimelords and drug 
kingpins in Hong Kong 
and Thailand. 

All this, un- 
derstandably, is much 
to the dismay of § 
mainstream Asian-A- 
merican groups. Some 
have already described 
“Dragon” as “racist, 
sexist ... an irres- 
ponsible, hostile film 
that must be .”’ Well, it may not 
be that bad and it’s certainly not that sim- 
ple. But it’s probably not the movie to see 
when you want to have a serene evening 
and bring down the blood pressure. 

Despite the title, it’s not a kungfu movie 
or lowbrow exploitation film. “Dragon” is 
writer-director Michael Cimino’s first film 

  

since the ‘“‘Heaven’s Gate” debacle in 1980, 
and unites him with a fellow Oscar winner, 
co-writer Oliver Stone. (In 1978, Stone won 
for “Midnight Express” while Cimino was 
collecting statuettes for “The Deer Hun- 
ter.”’) 

The story, based on Robert Daley’s 
novel, is unlike “The Gedfather” because 
it’s built around an outsider, police captain 
Stanley White (Mickey Rourke, aged to 
look about 40). He’s a violent but honest cop 
in the “Dirty. Harry” tradition, with blue- 
collar values and an obsessive desire to 
bring the Chinese mob down. Much is made 
of the fact that he’s a Polish Catholic, but 
his motives are not merely moralistic. He’s 
an embittered Vietnam veteran with a 
hatred for orientals, given to Rambo-istic 
remarks about how he wants to win “‘this 
time” and it’s always the politicians who 
get in the way. 

It’s worth recalling that Cimino once 
wrote for Clint Eastwood movies, and that 
there were decided Yellow Peril aspects to 
his negative portrayal of the Vietnamese in 
“Deer Hunter.” The new film is confusing 
enough that it can be read as either a 

renewed attack on the brutality of orientals 
or as a partial atonement, since long 
stretches of dialogue refer to the long 
history of U.S. prejudice and abuse of Asian 
immigrants. While White is a racist in 
some respects, the film message overall is 
mixed. 

White’s nemesis in the film is a young 
Chinese (slick, handsome John Lone) who 
is simultaneously trying to rebuild the 
crime family and take it over from the old 
“uncles” who have mellowed into cautious 
legitimate business types. The elegant Joey 
(Lone) is utterly ruthless, with an army of 
young street punks strongarming the 
citizens, shooting up restaurants, pushing 
drugs and extortion, arrogantly 
threatening to move in on the Mafia 
territory north of Canal Street. Joey is icily 
effective facing down an elderly Mafia don 
on his home turf, and later intimidating a 
nasty drug supplier in Thailand by dump- 
ing the head of his closest rival on a dinner 
plate. 

The movie is essentially the grim 
combat between these two equally relen- 
tless men. It soon becomes a war of at- 
trition, marked by hectic chases and ex- 
plosive shootouts, with corpses and gore 
littered over the screen in imaginative 
ways. White’s wife is murdered, a young 
undercover cop is killed, his girlfriend is 
raped and his political enemies cost him his 
job before the final bloody showdown. 

The incredible excess of violence—even 
the dialogue scenes have the tension and 
decibel levels of the Rattle of Normandy— 
is partially softened 3y several elements. 
Rourke’s troubled ethnic cop-hero is more 
complex than most, although Cimino is 
fuzzy about whether he should be taken as a 
crusader or a lunatic. Lone is an intriguing 
antagonist, and the rich Chinatown detail, 
from the fancy dining rooms and dance 
halls to the steaming sweatshops and 

basement soybean pits, is engrossing. 
(Remarkably, it was constructed at 
producer Dino DeLaurentiis’s new studio in 
North Carolina. ) 

The movie also has several valid and 
sensitive human relationships, White has a 
stormy friendship’ with a fellow Polish 
officer who has similar valyes but a more 
tolerant attitude about the inevitability of 
corruption. And Caroline Kava gives a 
gritty performance as the typical 
policeman’s spouse whose hopes for family 
life are always secondary to the passions of 
his career. When she dies, it’s a cause for 
genuine extended grief. 

Less effective (and totally absurd) is 
White’s liaison with a beautiful oriental TV 
reporter (fashion model Ariane), who 
seems to be covering events in Chinatown 
as if the rest of the world were in hiatus. 
White spends most of his time in her 
bizarre modern East River loft. Their hot- 
cold affair is sexual but hardly electrifying, 
and seems intended only to provide a silly 
romantic ending after the carnage, and to 
allow Cimino a few shots at the media. 

How accurate is “Dragon” in exposing 
the dangers of international oriental 
crime? One doubts that even Cimino really 
knows, but it makes a frightening bedtime 
story. 

(Heavy violence, street language, 
nudity, sexual situations; not recom- 
menieg.) 

wScc, classification: O—morally of- 
fensive. 
  

Recent USCC 
Film Classification 

Legend: A-I—general patronage; A-II—adults and 
its; A-IIl—adults; A-IV—adults, with 

reservations; O—morally offensive. A yo 
recommendation from the USCC is indicated by 
* before the title.       

  

Television programs of special interest to viewers 
‘Time’ looks at Indian mystery 

by Henry Herx 

What life was like for those who first settled the 
Southeastern region of the United States is the subject of 
“Lost in Time,” airing Tuesday, Sept. 24, 9-10 p.m. EST on 
PBS. 

This area was first inhabited more than 10,000 years ago 
by the prehistoric ancestors of the Indians whose cultural 
development amazed Spanish explorers in 1540. 

The descriptions in this Spanish expedition’s report are 
the only written testimony that exist about a highly 
developed people who suddenly abandoned the region a few 
decades later, leaving behind only large mounds as evidence 
of their existence. 

Modern archaeology has unlocked many of the mysteries 
surrounding these early Indians by analyzing the bits and 
pieces of stone tools and pottery recovered across the 
Southeast. The documentary shows us these prehistoric 
artifacts and, through dramatic re-creations, what they tell 
us about the society that fashioned them. 

Archaelogists today explain the sudden disappearance of 
the mound people as the result of over-expansion. Their 
centralized cities simply grew too large for their system of 
overlords and were replaced by small villages and local 
chiefs. 

Produced by Maryanne Culpepper and Bruce Kuerten for 
Auburn Television, at Alabama’s Auburn, University, this 

documentary makes the archaeological past come to life in 
aclear, meaningful fashion. 

It is doubly welcome as public television’s contribution to 
this year’s national celebration of American Indian Week. 

xk * 

Sunday, Sept. 22, 910 p.m. EST (PBS) “Jacob 
Bronowski: Life and Legacy.” Produced on the 10th an- 
niversary of Bronowski’s death, the program explores the 
events that shaped his life, work and values and his con- 
tributions to scientific and humanistic thought, especially 
through his monumental TV series, “The Ascent of Man.” 

Monday, Sept. 23, 9-10 p.m. EST (PBS) “The Edge of 
Survival.” Filmed in Brazil, Ecuador, England and India, 
this documentary examines the fundamental problems of 
daily survival faced by a vast portion of humanity. The 
program examines why many good, well-executed efforts 
fail to reach those most threatened by poverty and star- 
vation, and shows how some people in most desperate 
situations have helped themselves create full and 
meaningful lives. 

Tuesday, Sept. 24, 8-9 p.m. EST (PBS) “Lifeline.” This is 
a rebroadcast of a documentary about the work of Dr. 

  

  is oe 
HONEYMOONERS—The hotel desk clerk barely bats 
an eye when two colorful New York Prohibition agents, 
Art Carney, left, and Jackie Gleason, disguised as 

  i 
aging honeymooners, register for the bridal suite in mL and Moe,” a new movie alring Sept, 3 on CBS. (NC     

Daniel Smith, chief resident physician of obstetrics at 
Women’s Hospital in Los Angeles, in caring for an 18-year- 
old awaiting her first child and another expectant mother 
who faces complications in the delivery of twins. 

Wednesday, Sept. 25, 8-9:30 p.m. EST (PBS) “Under Milk 
Wood.” Written originally as “‘A Play for Voices,” this 
Dylan Thomas work is a poetic impression of a spring day in 
the lives of the people of a Welsh fishing village. Essentially 
plotless, this 1971 British film has a large cast of characters, 

including the late Richard Burton, Elizabeth Taylor, Peter 
O'Toole and Glynnis Johns. 

Thursday, Sept. 26, 7-8 p.m. EST (PBS) “The Helping 
Hand.” In this rebroadcast of a program in his “Walk 
Through the 20th Century,” Bill Moyers examines how the 
concept of “big government” grew during the 1930s’ 
Depression by looking at numerous government newsreels 
and short films and talking with those attending a recent 
Civilian Conservation Corps reunion. 

 



   

    

  

  

   

  

The baby did not have to be killed 
In response to the letter addressed to 

Mary Collins’ letter entitled: 

ughter had an abortion 
(The Criterion, Aug. 30), I want to make the 
following observations: 

First of all let me say that I took the 
time and trouble to locate and read Mary 
Collins’ remarks. There was nothing “‘ll- 
informed and vitriolic” in what she said. If 
this accuser of Mary Collins would get off 
the emotional trip (as well as guilt trip) she 
is on and look up the facts she would 
discover that Mary Collins is “right on,” 
she is accurate. Planned Parenthood, 
following its founder Margaret Sanger, is 
as racist an outfit as Nazi Germany ever 
was, and is just as elitist as Hitler and 

Furthermore, this correspondent’s 
attack against the church is unfounded. 
The current pope is uncompromising on the 
2000-year-old teaching of the church. It has 
been broadcast worldwide and he himself 
has reiterated it in every country he has 
visited—even the most Ke 

The real problem is that many Catholics 
have chosen to ignore the pope, with the 
connivance of disloyal priests, and follow 
sinful ways. This is very evident in the 
clergy who refuse to teach and preach that 
contraception is evil—seriously evil. 

The writer observes, “It is a hard cold 
fact that there are many young Catholic 
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In her letter this woman never once 
mentions the baby who is the victim of the 

  

i 
EES

 3 i : 5 

pe
er
ed
? 

t
t
 

ih
 

EE
E 

ee
l 

iu
i 

daughter. 

Oversight concerning Father Fisher 
The recent front page coverage in The 

Criterion of the deaths of three of your 
diocesan priests riveted my attention. 
While in grad school at I.U. il 

I think The Criterion made a blatant 

Premarital sex 
Subject: The Criterion, Sept. 6, ‘Is 

Premarital Sex Always Wrong?” 

Are you certain that you are a Catholic 
publication? 

Tom Lennon’s column on premarital sex 
devotes itself to the social reasons for 
abstinence—-VD, pregnancy, sex object, 
etc., but no moral reason. What happened 
to God’s law? Or did I miss something in 
Mr. Lennon’s column? 

F. M. Lipps 
Indianapolis 

kee 

There is no wonder that our young 
people do not have a clear of understanding 
the spiritually wrong of premarital sex 
after one reads the answer given to the 
question in the youth corner. Why does the 
church teach that sex before marriage is so 
bad? Is it really always seriously wrong? 
The answer was good as far as it went, but 
should have stated that premarital sex is 
wrong always because the sixth com- 
mandment of God tells us that it is wrong. 

Mrs. Augusta Rogier 
Tell City 

The pope teaches 

Priests are always there to support and 
pray us through the loss the rest of us ex- 
perience when someone we love goes home 
to God. Can't we do the same for them? 
Please be more sensitive in the future. 

Tootie Horn 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Special experience 
My husband and I recently attended 

Mass in my hometown of Brazil, Ind., and it 
was a beautiful experience. 

First, when we went in the rosary was 
being led from the altar and I can’t 
remember when I've prayed the rosary. I 
wonder if children today even know what it 
is. Believe me, I intend to start saying it 
again. 

Second, Father talked about sin and 
purgatory and I believe those are forgotten 
words. I was taught that it’s a sin to miss 
Sunday Mass. Is it still? 

They don't offer the sign of peace, but 
there people weren’t falling all over each 
other. I felt a closeness I haven’t felt in a 
long time. 

‘And people there don’t call the priest by 
his first name; they still call him Father. 

My husband isn’t Catholic and he was 
pimecmecaeeer ty 
Indianapolis 

God is fullness of all good 
and the fullness of all trut 

by Pope John Paul II 

Today we continue cur reflection on the 
first article of the Creed: “I believe in 
God.” 

As we said in the preceding catechesis, 
the God of our faith is eternal. Indeed he is 
eternity itself, and thus he is 
from all that is material, from all that is 
subject to time and contingency. As Jesus 
said to the woman at the well, “God is 
spirit.” 

The First Vatican Council elaborated on 
this revealed truth when it stated: ‘God is 

essence he is absolutely spiritual. 
Our Lord also teaches us that God is 

    

good this corresponds to the infinite per- 
fection of his will, just as his being the absolute fullness of the truth corresponds to 
the infinite perfection of his intellect and 
intelligence. 

perfect spirit, 
infinitely good and the absolute fullness of 
truth, and he is diffusive of himself. He 
desires always to give and communicate 
himself to us. He is the God of covenant and 
grace. 
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There’s no place like home 
- by Cynthia Dewes 

The white-knuckle gang is out in force 

Even educated fleas do 
it. And now the rest of 
us are doing it. We’re 
reading “Europe on $25 
a day,” lining up for 
passport photos and 
taking crash language 
courses. 

room as well-meaning “. \ ace 
acquaintances urge us Ye al 
to visit their favorite @ 
disco in the Hebrides or 

   
conversion cards, 
hair dryers and razors. ; 5 

Relatives, friends, neighbors and total 
strangers have given us lists of things-te 
shop for. They need lederhosen, Hummel 
figurines, Waterford glass, Florentine 
leather. They ask us to send postcards. 
They want to know if we can pick up 
matchbooks for their collections in all the 
interesting places we will visit. 

After much anticipation, we finally 
manage to take off, burdened with all the 
requests and advice we can possibly ab- 
sorb. When we arrive in England or Ireland 
or another -English-speaking country, we 
find a culture not too unlike our own, so we 
relax and begin to enjoy. 

The food is good and the drink is often 
better. There is charm in the way other 
people speak our language. Their houses 
and clothing seem quaint and attractive. 

Then we goto France. Or . The 
scene is still quaint, but communication 
harder. We are freed into broken French 
or German or Spanish to buy a sandwich 
whose name and origin we don’t even know 
in English. For, real conversation we are 
stuck with our traveling » which 
may or may not be the ruin of a beautiful 
trip. 

As our journey continues, we gain 
confidence. We realize that we aren’t going 
to starve or wind up behind the Iron Curtain 
just because we aren’t fluent in the 
language. Travelers checks help too. Lots 
of travelers checks. 

We begin to seek out other Americans, 
just to hear their. nasal accents. We long for 
bacon and eggs, Twinkies and Kentucky 
fried chicken. We sit, as a German- 
American friend of mine once said, “in the 
Ritz Bar in Paris, complaining about the 
other tourists.” 

Why is it that we spend thousands of 
dollars and some effort to experience other 
people’s everyday environments? We have 
seen 362 castles and churches, admired 

    

  

St. Catherine’s Class of 192 is 
planning a 43-year reunion Saturday, Sept. 
28, at the Southside K. of C. The evening 
will begin at §:30 p.m. with a Mass in honor 
of the deceased members 
followed 

treatments and 
patient care. To register, call St. Francis 
Educational Services, 317-783-8151. 

  

Bookkeeper needed for the Criterion Press, 
Inc. Prefer experience in all phases of book- 
keeping. Position would require working with 
computerized bookkeeping 
fringe benefits. Salary negotiable 
applicants 
1:00 and 4:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday at: 

The Criterion Press, inc. 

system. Excellent 
. Qualified 

should apply in person between 

1400 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN 48206 
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Avoid hardness of heart 
Unwed pregnant daughter needs father’s support not hate 

by Fr. John Dietzen 

Our oldest daughter, who is not 
married, is going to have a baby. The 

baby’s father, who is also Catholic, told her 
to have an abortion, but she refused. 

She told her father about the baby and 
now my husband will or 
have nothing todo with mm, | 
her. He says that she is 
dead to him, that she is 
not his daughter 
anymore because she is 
going to have a 
“bastard baby.” The 
baby will be born in 
November. 

T have tried to talk 
with him and told him 
we are all God’s 

i but he doesn’t listen. He is 
making me choose between my daughter 
and our marriage. 

I love both of them and cannot choose. 
How can I handle all this? Maybe God can 
show my husband the way through. I pray 
for them both to be able to handle the 
problem. (Delaware) 

A I must tell you that I prayed much 
over this answer and am yet not sure I 

can say anything that will help you ac- 
complish what you wish. 

Each time I encounter such a situation, 
which thank God is not often, it is a 

FAMILy TALK 

profound mystery to me how a father or 
very often a mother can bear such 
malicious hostility to his own child and 
such hatred for his grandchild who is not 
even born. 

The embarrassment and sense of 
frustration and perhaps failure which any 
normal parent is bound to feel in this kind 
of circumstance is understandable. It is no 
excuse, however, for the deliberate at- 
tempt of emotional destruction of another 
human being, a member of one’s own 
family. 

There cannot, it seems to me, be much 
spiritual depth in anyone who would act in 
such a way, but the only thing you can do 
directly for him is to appeal to whatever 
faith in God and concern for his own soul he 
may possess. 

Any sin which may have been com- 
mitted is already forgiven by God if your 
daughter is repentant. In any case, not 
even God treats sinners as brutally as your 
husband is treating his daughter and 
grandchild. 

If there is any time when parents ex- 
perience a test of the genuineness and the 
sensitivity of their love for everyone 
concerned, including God, it is such a time 
as you are experiencing. Appeal to your 
husband for some humility and patience, as 
he must certainly have had to ask God for 
patience and forgiveness in his own life. 

If he persists in his present attitude, he 

A child’s right to privacy 
has several clear limits 

by Dr. James and Mary Kenny 

Dear Mary: My husband’s two teen-age 
sons came to live with us a year ago. The 
15-year-old has been accused of being a 
drug seller (pills) by some students and, in 
a subtle way, by his brother. There have 
been other signs, such as secretive phone 
calls and kids stopping by ‘just to pick up 
something.” 

I have tried to get my husband to take 
this seriously, but he shrugs it off, not 
wanting to believe that of his son. 

He says he doesn’t believe his son would 
be involved in anything like that, and even 
if he was, there is nothing we can do. What 
should I do?—New York 

Answer: You have good reason to be 
distressed. Your stepson is approaching 
adulthood, but is still a minor. You cannot 
dismiss the problem by ignoring evidence 
or pleading there is nothing you can do. 

Children are entitled to privacy. 
However, the right to privacy is not license 
to do anything unbeknownst to parents or 
other adults. When you as a parent have the 
responsibility for minor children, you also 
have the right to invade their privacy in 
certain instances. 

There are three occasions when a 
parent’s right to know overrules a child’s 
right to privacy: when there is evidence the 
child is involved in crime; when there is 

strong suspicion of pregnancy with possible 
plans for abortion; or when the child is 
likely to attempt suicide. Your stepson fits 
the first category. 

If you believe you have sufficient 
evidence to suspect drug dealing, you have 
the right and duty to look further. Search 
his room for addresses and telephone 
numbers, unexplained money and direct 
evidence such as pills, powders or drug 
paraphernalia. 

Ideally you and your husband would be 
united in approaching this very serious 
problem. Perhaps you can enlist his sup- 

port by asking him to search with you. If he 
objects to “snooping,” mention the 
arguments above. Searching together 
makes you witnesses for each other 
regarding what you find. It also prevents 
the child from using one parent against the 
other. 

If you find no evidence but are still 
suspicious, continue to be watchful and 
control your stepson through curfews and 
attention to where he spends his time. 

If you find further evidence, you need to 
confront the offender openly. If your 
husband has not yet become involved, try 
again to enlist his support. Confront the 
child, destroy everything that clearly in- 
dicates drug dealing and initiate discipline 
designed to stop the behavior permanently. 
You might have an early and strict curfew 
which can be eased as the child stays free 
of drug use and drug dealing. 

Demand he fill his hours in ways you 
believe will help keep him away from 
drugs. You might insist on a certain period 
for homework each night. You might insist 
he get a part-time job. 

Warn that if he ever uses his room to 
store or use drugs, you will remove the door 
to his room. Most teens would be very upset 
at losing the right to close their room door. 

If you do not think you can control his 
behavior, use the legal system. Go to the 
probation officer and tell him or her what 
you have found and done. Your stepson . 
might be placed on informal probation in 
addition to the discipline of your family. 
Informal probation means the child agrees 
to accept probation as an alternative to 
charges being pressed. 

In the face of a serious problem, collect 
the evidence available, confront your son, 
make firm and clear rules and stick to 
them. Make every effort to enlist your 
husband’s support. Good luck! 

(Reader questions on family living and child . 
care to be answered in print are invited. Address 
questions to the Kennys, Box 872, St. Joseph’s 
College, Rensselaer, Ind. 47978.) 

will create a hardness of heart in himself 
that perhaps he will never be able to 
overcome. 

Whatever your husband does or does not 
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do, you must do what is right and sup- 
portive for your daughter. You cannot let 
your husband in such a circumstance 
dictate the kind of mother you will be. At 
least two lives, your daughter’s and her 
baby’s, depend much on you right now and 
obviously will for some time into the future. 

You have an enormous task, but with 
God's help and a lot of courage you will do 
it. 

(A new brochure, ‘Baptism: Catholic 
Practice Today,” is available by sending a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to Father 
Dietzen, Holy Trinity Parish, 704 N. Main St., 
Bloomington, Ill. 61701.) 
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By Father Lawrence Mick 
NC News Service 

“I don’t need to go to church,” 
she insisted. “I can talk to God 
taking a walk in the woods on 
Sunday morning.’’ She was young, 
in college and in love with the 
outdoors. 

I cautioned myself not to seem 
impatient as I began to answer. It 
was a fresh concern for her, 
though I had heard the same ob- 
jection hundreds of times before 
in numerous variations: ‘I can 

find God better along the 
seashore...or watching a beautiful 

sunset...or just being with some- 
one I love.” 

I tried to explain once again 
that Christian worship is much 
more than simply my personal 
relationship with God. God has 
called us into a community, into 
the body of Christ, and we gather 
as that body to worship together 
and to support one another. 

At the same time, I wanted to 
affirm very strongly that there is 
something fundamentally Christian 
about the insight that we can find 
God in the material world, in 
creation at all levels and especially 
in human beings. 

PS EB 

Father Ed Hays, in a recent edi- 
tion of “The Forest Letter’? (Shan- 

tivanam Press, Easton, Kan.), says: 

“Christianity is the only truly 
materialistic religion. And with 
Christianity we would include her 
holy mother, Judaism."” 

Calling Christianity 
“‘materialistic’’ probably would 
have shocked my young friend. 
But it is really just another way of 
saying that Christianity is an ‘‘in- 
carnational”’ religion. 

Our religion is radically based 
on the incarnation, the astounding 
fact that the Son of God took on 
human flesh and forever united 
heaven and earth. The fullest 
revelation of God that we have 
been given was found in Jesus in 
the form of a human being, the 
capstone of creation. 

Even before the coming of 
Jesus, the Jewish people knew that 
God had created the world and 
“saw that it was good.”’ In con- 
trast to other world religions, the 
Judeo-Christian tradition does not 

  

  

   

    

A supplement to Catholic newspapers, 
published with grant assistance from Cath- 
olic Church Extension Society, by the Na- 
tional Catholic News Service, 1342 Masso- 
chusetts Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20005. All contents copyright © 1985 by 

  

  
  

  

What would you say if people told you they 
could find God without going to church? That 
aspects of the divine can be found in the beau- 

ty of the sea and the green of the forests? Father 
Lawrence Mick faces that question often and of- 
fers one answer here. 

  

seek to escape from the material 
world but to find God at the heart 
of creation. 

Our tradition is not materialistic 
in the sense that it limits God to 
the material world but it does 
take the material, created world 
seriously as a primary means of 
encounter with God. 

This insight is the basis of the 
sacraments celebrated in the 
church. God has chosen created 
things (water, bread, oil) and 
human encounters (sharing a meal, 
forgiving, anointing) as the means 
of divine grace. It is in and 
through creation that God is 
revealed to people and that God 
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touches, heals and nourishes 
people. 

GAHeCa 

The liturgical renewal in the 
church has led us to an emphasis 
on the importance both of decp- 
ening our appreciation and our 
experience of the rich realitics we 
call sacraments. In order that the 
symbols themselves can speak to 
us in all their richness, the church 
urges us to use them more fully 

and abundantly. 
We now receive both bread and 

wine; we use sweet smelling oil 
for anointing; we impose hands in 

penance and in the anointing of 
the sick; we use water in abun- 
dance for baptism, even baptizing 
by immersion at times. 

The more we appreciate each of 
these symbolic gestures, the richer 
our worship becomes. The richer 
our worship becomes, the decper 
our appreciation of the world 
around us becomes. 

  

Thus, the church’s worship in- 
vites people to embrace a 
sacramental vision of the world. 
The sacraments we celebrate are 
meant to be a deep and irtense 
experience in which God can be 
met through creation and especial- 
ly through human encounters 

Walking in the woods or wat- 
ching a sunset or talking with a 
friend are not substitutes for wor- 
ship with the assembly that is the 
church but they are linked to that 
worship. 

In fact, such experiences of 

God's presence in the world 
around us can prepare us to cx- 
perience the sacraments more ful- 
ly. What’s more, sacramental wor- 
ship ought to make us more aware 
of the God who can be found at 
the heart of the creation. 

“So go often to the woods and 
share deeply with all who cross 
your path through life,” I told my 
young friend. ‘‘Then come and 
bring those rich experiences to 
our common worship, where 
together we can praise the God 
whom we meet in the most sur- 
prising places — sometimes even 
in church!” 

(Father Mick is a pastor and 
author in Glynnwood, Obio.)       
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A Vision for the World 
By Katharine Bird 

   

          

    

          

   

scholars don’t know in a detailed 

NC News Service 
way exactly “‘how”’ the multipli- cation happened and have specu- 

Across the fields of wild lated about it in a number of 
flowers, he looked down on the 

        

ways. 

    

Weary faces of the 5,000 who had 

  

   

    

    

     
     
           

    
    
    

  

    

     

    

   

   

Father Henriot thinks it is truly 
followed him onto the hillside. wondrous that “people's hearts 
Some, tossing their sandals aside, were changed” by this event, He 
leaned against each other for is director of the Center of Con- 
support. Their 8arments, stained cern, a Peace-and-justice research 

with dust and Sweat, showed the and education group in Washing- 
effects of a long day in the steam- ton, D.C. ing spring sun. 

Father Henriot noted that the 
Beyond the crowd rippled the 

  

      

  

Miracle is told in all four Gospels. This shows that the disciples and the first Christians recognized its 

waves of the Sea of Galilee, an occasional fish jumping up to say mockingly, ‘‘Come. Join me! It’s 

  

   

      

     
      

   
   

  

   

    

   

      

   
   

  

    

  

     

          

   

    

   

  

    

   

  

   
   

   
   

   
   

  importance. 
Cool here.” The Sweet scent of Long considered a foreshadow- 
Orange blossoms Perfumed the air. ing of the Eucharist, it is a key to 

The people Were fascinated by Jesus’ vision for the world, Father 
this great teacher and miracle Henriot said. worker. They were all talking “The scene is one of compas- 
about his power to Cure the sick sion: Jesus had pity on hungry 
and heal the maimed. He taught Pcople and responded to their 
about the kingdom in simple needs,”’ the priest said. But Jesus 
Stories tuned to the life they knew “saw deeper than their physical 
SO well 

needs. He spoke to their need to 
He knew the crowd was hungry 8row in love of each other.”” Jesus 

and thirsty. But he also sensed satisfied their hunger to be “more 

that the People needed more than fully human by being more fully 

* physical nourishment, for he loving and sharing their Sifts,” he 
noticed how each group closed added. ranks against the strangers all That vision of Jesus holds true 
around. 

for today as well. 
“Where shall we buy bread?" “We gather in the Eucharist to 

he asked his disciples. They     
+ be fed, not simply for our own 

replied, discouragingly, “It’s nourishment, but to gO out and 
impossible. Not even 200 days’ feed others,” Father Henriot 
Wages would be enough to feed suggested. so many.”” 

“Celebrating asa community 
Hearing that exchange, a small strengthens us to share our gifts 

boy Stepped up with a basket of With others,”’ he concluded. 
five barley loaves and a couple of dried fish. “These were for my (Ms. Bird is ssociate editor of 

family,” the boy said to the man. Faith Today.) 
“They are yours now.” Seeing this, two adults near the 

Soon the hillside fang with chat- By David Gibson 
ter as people began to share food 

   

    

      

  

    

     

   
    

      

   
     

    

    

   
   

    

  

   

  

  NC News Service 

en you left home? Were you 

with those who had none. 

wild daisies. This winter paradise hoping a few vacation days would 

At the meal’s end, the disciples From the crest of Bald Knob for skiers affords the luxury of a leave you fested...that you'd come 

gathered up what remained. Mountain a Panorama unfolds to Ski lift, even in summer. 
home with a different Perspective 

That retelling of the multiplica- transfix and excite you. From one But when the lift ends, the hik- On problems...that you'd return 

tion of the loaves and fishes is a end to the other, the valley below ing begins in Carnest. And just as with renewed energy? 

favorite of Jesuit Father Peter Spans a distance of some 13 miles. young children begin to tire of Were you hoping your spirit 

Henriot, who turned to it in a From your elevated viewing Point, their walk along a rocky forest would be renewed? 

recent homily. Recognizing that one mountain's top yields to trail, it opens Onto a grassy field It’s no wonder that in its 

this is only one Possible approach another and another, as far as the leading to the mountaintop. Sacramental celebrations the 

to the account, he said he likes it eye can see. 
You proceed along paths teem- church draws upon and 

because it helps him to focus on The first settlers in this valley ing with blueberries and faspberry transforms so many natural sym- 

the story's meanin . 
deep in West Virginia's 

bushes — more 
i 

The Meaning of this story — 
than anyone could bols in cre: 

Alleghenies must have believed it 
that Jesus nourishes People so 

i ‘ation: the fresh grains 
imagine. 

bread is made Of...the colorful 

was like the Promised land that Children quicken their Pace 8rapes that become wine...the 

they in turn can Nourish others — flowed with milk and honey. So now, invigorated by the fresh air Owing waters of baptism — 

has interested the church in a they named it Canaan, after the and a sense of adventure. 
Tiches of the Promised land. For 

Special way for Many centuries. Place the Israelites settled 
Reaching the Mountaintop you you might say that 

Scripture scholar Father John thousands of years ago: ‘‘a land of Scan the valle: 

Castelot commented on the 
Y Setting. But, as you 

hills and valleys that drinks in rain 
i 

feeding of the 5,000. Scripture 
°The world has its own 

contemplate it, Something more is language: It can speak loudly. 

from the heavens, a land which happening — something 
*God’ is i 

Scholars would agree, he said, that | the Lord, your God, looks after’’ mysterious: It’s as if Creation tractive: It exe: 

Jesus fed the People in an incred- (Deuteronomy 11:11-12), 
ible and Wondrous manner. But, Speaks back, making its own im- 

To reach the Crest of Bald Knob Pact, communicating a sense of 
you ascend first Past forested Peace or a feeling of refreshment. 

 



 
 

 
 

  
 



  

2 
The Criterion, September 20, 1085 

Archdiocese has new marriage policy 
The church has a serious obligation to prepare its young people fully for marriage 

  

  
A new marriage preparation policy, long under discussion, has been ap- 

proved by Indianapolis Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara. It will take effect 
January 1, 1986. 

The policy itself is short and is published on this page. In addition, we 
present this introduction, a rationale for the policy, and a list of goals for 
marriage preparation. 

  

Introduction 

Until recent times, marriage was 
regarded primarily as a contract, 
pertaining to rights and dutues that 
spouses owed each other, i.e., the 
exclusive right over the other per- 
son’s body, rights of progeny, 
inheritance, etc. Over the centuries, 
however, and especially since the 
Second Vatican Council, the church 
has articulated a deeper, richer 
understanding of marriage. 

In his apostolic exhortation on the 
family, Familiaris Consortio, Pope 
John Paul II used biblical imagery to 
describe the married couple’s 
relationship as a reflection of God’s 
faithful love for his people and of 
Christ’s sacrificial love for the 
church. 

Canon 1055 of the Revised Code of 
Canon Law defines marriage as “‘a 
covenant by which a man and 
woman establish between themselves 
a partnership of their whole 
life . . . ordered to the well-being of 
the spouses and to the procreation 
and upbringing of children. (It) has, 
between the baptized, been raised by 

Christ the Lord to the dignity of a 
sacrament.” 

Marriage, then, is seen not merely 
as contract but as a covenant 
relationship. 

A man and woman marry and 
they pledge fidelity, permanence and 
a generous openness to give life and 
nurturance to children. Their 
marriage is their Christian vocation, 
a call from God to enhance and 
enrich each other and their offspring. 
Their home is the “little church,” the 
smallest cell of Christian living 
where individuals may grow to 
fullness in Christ and in generous 
service to the larger community. 

The church, therefore, has a great 
stake in the successful marriage of 
its young people and a serious ; 
obligation to help them prepare fully 
and well for their vocation. It is in 
this pastoral spirit that the Arch- 
diocese of Indianapolis provides a 
marriage preparation policy. This- 
policy is not intended as a legalistic 
document but as a helpful and 
normative guide to priests, parish 
communities and to couples who are 
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The new policy 
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis is committed to the policy that all 

prey to marry in the church will receive sufficient 
preparation prior to their marriag us 

The fe are minimal norms for such preparation: 
1. All couples desiring to marry in the archdiocese will notify the 

priest as soon as they become engaged or at least six months before 
the desired wedding date. : 

2. Parish-level programs will be the primary form of marriage 
“preparation, and these will utilize the priest and a trained married 
couple as team. 

3. A couple-relationship inventory shall be used for purposes of 

lit | filo patel on 

te assistance from others in the parish 
0 be responsible for implementation of this policy and for pastoral discretion in its application. -     

preparing for marriage and who seek 
to live Christian married lives amid 
the challenges and complexities of 
today’s world. 

Rationale for policy 

The marriage policy of the Arch- 
diocese of Indianapolis has been 
developed based on the following 
rationale: 

1. The policy reflects a post- 
Vatican Council model of church and 
vision of marriage. 

In the revised Code of Canon Law, 
Canon 1063 obliges pastors to ensure 
that their own church community 
assists in the preparation of the 
young for marriage. This is one 
reason why parish-level programs 
using married couples are mandated 
in the policy. Further, Canon 1064 
places ultimate responsibility for 
marriage preparation on the local 
ordinary, suggesting that he will 
“consult with men and women of 
proven experience and expertise” in 
this process. 

Pope John Paul II echoes this 
theme in Familiaris Consortio: “The 
Christian family and the whole of the 
ecclesial community should feel 
involved in the different phases of 
the preparation for marriage. . . .” 
He states that married couples have 
a “unique place” in assisting young 
couples, giving witness to the 
holiness of the married vocation and 
sharing their wisdom and experience 
both before and after the engaged 
couple’s marriage. 

2. The policy is congruent with 
national trends and tested processes 
of other dioceses throughout the 
country. 

According to Preparing for 
Marriage, a 1983 survey of the 
National Center for Family Studies 
at The Catholic University of 
America, 85 percent of all dioceses 
now have a marriage policy. The 
survey revealed that most dioceses 
use laity extensively in preparation 
programs; most dioceses require 
four to nine months’ advance notice 
from engaged couples, and 
evaluation of the couples’ readiness 
to marry is seen as an important 
aspect of the process. Eighty-eight 
percent use a couple inventory. . 

Evaluations by several dioceses 
report a very positive response to 
their policies by both priests and 
engaged couples. 

3. The policy uses the findings and 
tools of social science and the ex- 
perience and common-sense ap- 
proaches of those already in this 
ministry. 

a) The six-month notification 
period allows for an unhurried and 
reflective preparation program. If 
the couple is to learn more deeply 
about marriage as sacrament and 
about themselves in relationship, 
they need such time prior to the 
hectic final weeks before the wed- 
ding. If any serious problems sur- 
face, there is adequate time to work 
things out, to postpone the wedding, 
or even to call it off without undue 
hardship or embarrassment. Studies 
show that the earlier marriage 
preparation begins, the greater the 
number of couples who decide not to 
marry. 

b) Parish-level programs in- 
volving priest and married couples 
as team offer more effective learning 
situations based on personal contact, 
greater trust, opportunities to 
question and to share freely, 
marriage models and practical, not 
abstract principles. They also 
provide the marrying couple with a 
stronger bonding and sense of 
belonging to the parish community, 
perhaps a source of help in the 
future. 

Several recent studies evaluated 
the effectiveness of various 
preparation programs. Results in- 
dicated that large lecture courses, 
used alone, are minimally effective. 
One study (Norem, et al, 1980) 
assessed five six-to-eight week 
programs. Although well-conceived 
and presented, they produced no 
attitudinal change in attending 
couples by their conclusion. This is a 
compelling reason why lecture-only 
formats should not be used. 

c) The use of a couple relationship 
inventory will uncover issues and 
potential conflicts which a couple 
needs to discuss before marriage. It 
can provide the couple and team with 
opportunities to problem solve and 
develop skills of communication and 
negotiation. It also can help the 
preparation team to evaluate the 
couple’s readiness for marriage, and 
provides the priest with insight and 
knowledge about the couple more 
quickly than would normally be 
possible. 
The couple inventory is not in- 
(See MARRIAGE POLICY on page 21) 
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Engaged Encounter 
Weekend experience for engaged couples 

by Ken and Carolyn Gardner 

“We thought we had talked about 

everything before we came. Now we 

know there is much more to talk 

about... .” 

“We got the time to talk together 

without interruptions. . . .” 

“We heard about marriage in a 

positive way. ...” 

These are some typical comments 

Programs offered in the Indianapolis Archdiocese for 
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

has the following programs to assist 

engaged couples in preparing for 

marriage: 
1. Sponsor Couple Program, 

available in more than 50 parishes. It 

provides engaged couples with a 

trained married couple who invites 

the engaged into their home, speaks 

of their own journey of marriage, 

answers questions, encourages the 

couple to share their expectations 

and concerns about marriage. 

2. Pre-Cana Conference, available 

in several locations in the arch- 
diocese. The one in Indianapolis is 

a half-day program which features 

married couples speaking on com- 

munication, money in marriage, 

natural family planning and related 

topics, and a priest who discusses 

spirituality, sacramental marriage 

and interfaith unions. 

3. Tobit Weekend, held at Alverna 

Retreat House in Indianapolis and in 

other locations on request. A team of 

Christian married couples and clergy 

make presentations and encourage 

individual reflection by engaged 

couples. Billed as “a weekend to give 

you a unique opportunity to grow in 

your knowledge and love of each 

other . . . enables you to enter into a 

deeper personal relationship with 

Christ and to build your marriage on 

him.” A Friday night through Sun- 

day program. In its 11 years of 

existence, more than 1,600 couples 

have benefited from Tobit Weekends. 

4. Engaged Encounter. A 

relatively new weekend program 

available in various locations in the 

archdiocese. An outgrowth of the 

of engaged couples after attending 

the Engaged Encounter weekend. 

As Engaged Encounter, we are a 

group of couples and priests com- 

mitted to working in the Archdi 

of Indianapolis through an apostolate 

to the pre-married. We offer within 

this apostolate an experiential 

weekend that calls engaged couples 

to a sacramental way of life through 

the vocation of marriage. 

Marriage Encounter weekend, 

featuring married couples and priest. 

Aim is for each engaged couple to 

explore, deepen and develop their 

understanding of all aspects of 

marriage and their relationship. 

5. Evenings for Engaged. A 

parish-based program of six sessions 

featuring a team of married couples, 

priest and/or religious who share 

with four to six engaged couples in 

weekly sessions. Dialogue, personal 

and small group discussion and 
presentations are used. 

6. Natural Family Planning 
Classes. Held in various locations in 

the archdiocese. Held on a monthly 

basis at the Catholic Center under 

Family Life Office sponsorship. 

Taught by a certified couple, who 

offers follow-up assistance. 

7. Inventories. Three are 

currently in use in the archdiocese: 

Pre-Marital Inventory (the oldest 

and most widely used), Prepare- 

Enrich (used in about 15 parishes, a 

computer-scored inventory), and 

Focus (a new inventory just 
beginning to be used). 

These inventories all have one 

purpose, to help the engaged couple 

assess their strengths and potential 

areas of conflict. All are ad- 

ministered individually to couples, 

each partner answers a wide variety 

of questions on such topics as 

sexuality, communication, conflict 

resolution, in-laws, personality 

issues, spirituality, recreation, etc. 

The results are used as the basis for 

discussion and a deeper probing of 

the topics. Under the new marriage 

  

   

      

a 
Couples find time for reflection at an Engaged Encounter weekend. 

                                

Engaged Encounter began in 

1975; however, we did not hear about 

it until 1980. We attended a Marriage 

Encounter convention at Kent, Ohio, 

where friends were talking about this 

weekend experience for engaged 

couples. We got excited at the 

thought of having Engaged En- 

counter available in our archdiocese. 

Our Marriage Encounter weekend 

had helped us grow closer after 12 

years of marriage and we could just 

imagine how a kend for d 

couples could help deepen their 

commitment from the very beginning 

of their marriages. 

A lot of prayer, work, and time 

have passed since we first heard of 

Engaged Encounter. Just five short 

policy, use of one of these in- 

struments will be required. 

8. Pre-Cana II. A new program 

sponsored by the Family Life Office. 

This is a lecture/discussion/process 

program which currently is held 

twice a year for couples marrying a 

second time in the church, either 

following divorce/annulment or 

death of a spouse. Twice-married 

couples, a psychologist and a priest 

are part of the presenting team. 

9. Personal counseling with parish 

priest. This is the most basic and 
universal pre-marriage preparation 

  

      

years later Engaged Encounter is 

available in our archdiocese, not so 

much because we wanted it but 

because God had a plan. We did a lot 

of work, but only he could have 

moved the mountains it took to make 

this possible. 

On the EE weekend, free from the 

pressures and distractions of daily 

living, the engaged couple has the 

opportunity to concentrate ex- 
clusively on each other. The couples 

are encouraged to explore mutual 

strengths and weaknesses, goals, 

aspirations, and attitudes concerning 

family life, children, sexuality, 

finances, the church and society. 

They are urged to communicate in 

terms of planning a marriage, not 

only a wedding day celebration, for, 

“A wedding is a day, a marriage is a 

lifetime.” 
The presenting teams consist of 

two couples and a priest, who share 

their personal experiences of 

marriage and family living. The 

teams are well prepared with con- 

sistent and balanced presentations. 

On a weekend with six to 20 
couples, it is not unusual for a couple 

to postpone or even cancel their 

wedding plans following the ex- 

perience. While not the goal of the 

program, this strong decision- 

making aspect is certainly evident. 

Most couples, however, come away 

with a deeper commitment to each 

other and to their faith. 
Although working with Engaged 

Encounter takes our time and 
energy, we must admit we believe 

sometimes we gain as much as the 

couples, because we experience the 

kend with them. We’ve grown in 

our relationship as a couple and as a 

family. We have been married 

almost 20 years and have six terrific 

children, ages 17 to nine. We thank 

God for the opportunity to be in- 

volved in Engaged Encounter. 

engaged couples 
format. It includes determination of 

the couple’s freedom to marry in the 

church, discussion and dialogue of 

their attitudes and expectations 

toward marriage, consideration (if 

appropriate) of interfaith marriage, 
assessment of readiness for 
marriage, and any other necessary 

issue. 
For more information about any 

of these offerings, contact the Family 

Life Office at the Catholic Center, 

1400 N. Meridian St., P. O. Box 1410, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 46206. Telephone 

317-236-1596. 

A couple discusses their approaching marriage. 
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Questions often asked 
about Catholic weddings 

by Valerie R. Dillon 

What’s more delightful—and more 
complex—than planning a wedding? 
The bride’s magazines try to answer 
all the practical and fashion 
questions for neophyte parents and 
their marrying offspring. But here 
are a few concerns you may not see 
in the periodicals: 

Q. Whom should we contact first? 
How do we get started planning the 
wedding? 

A. Before you see the florist, 
photographer, caterer or musical 
group, make an appointment with 
your pastor, and do so as soon as the 
engagement takes place. 
Traditionally, the bride’s parish 
priest officiates, but it’s also proper 
to ask the groom’s pastor or a 
relative or special friend. The church 
is the canonically correct place for a 
wedding (not your backyard, a 
garden or the amusement park 
where you met!). 

Q. If it’s a mixed marriage, can 
the other clergyman be involved? 

A. Yes, although this is at the 
discretion of the officiating priest. He 
should issue the invitation, though 
you should let the minister know the 
invitation is coming. In most 

dioceses, the minister can offer a 
word of greeting, special prayers or 
a blessing. His presence will be a 
gesture of good will and openness 
toward the family and friends of the” 
non-Catholic party. 

Q. Is it permitted to have the 
we in the non-Catholic’s 
church? Would the marriage be 
recognized by the Catholic Church? 

A. For serious reasons, such 
permission may be given. But this 
must be discussed with your pastor 
well in advance. If approved, the 
minister and his denominational rite 
would be used. If permission is 
granted, and two baptized Christians 
are involved, the church recognizes it 
as a sacramental marriage. 

Q. Can non-Catholic friends be in 

the bridal party? 

A. Yes. They may even be maid of 
honor or best man, although one 
official witness should be Catholic to 
represent the church. Non-Catholics 
can be bridesmaids, ushers, readers 
(some dioceses forbid this), 
musicians or they can serve as 
host/hostess who sees that the guest 
book is signed at the church and 
reception. 

One warning: don’t invite anyone 
to read who doesn’t have some ex- 
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A bride and her flower girl share a light moment. 

perience. The Word of God should be 
proclaimed with feeling and clarity. 
Too often, a nervous and inex- 
perienced reader mumbles or 
whispers those Scripture passages so | 
carefully chosen by the couple. 

Q. Should we have a Mass? 

A. Ideally, yes. Two Catholics 
should want to celebrate their union 
within the liturgy of the Eucharist, 
which signifies unity. But in an in- 
terfaith wedding, it may be more 
sensitive and thoughtful to have the 
ceremony within the Liturgy of the 
Word. This will eliminate that un- 
comfortable moment when one side 
of the church files up to Communion 
while the other side remains in their 
pews. Intercommunion is rarely _ 
possible; consult your priest. 

Q. We’d like to have some popular 
music ai our wedding, but are told 
we have to use church music. Why is 
this? 

A. Liturgists discourage the use of 
music that doesn’t reflect Christian 
values and meanings within its 
lyrics. Listen to the songs you want 
to include. Do they express the ideals 
of fidelity, permanent commitment, 
faith in God? Do they match up to 
the prayers and vows you will be 
saying? Popular songs, “‘your” song 
cane used more appropriately 
before the ceremony begins or 
perhaps at the reception. Also, be 
careful about involving friends or 
relatives who are not thoroughly 
experienced in church music. A great 
“pops’’ singer or musician may feel 
quite uncomfortable in a liturgical 
music setting. 

Q. We’ve written our own 
marriage vows and this is very 
private between us. Do we have to 
say them so everyone can hear? 

A. But that’s the whole point of a 
wedding—to publicly proclaim your 
covenant with each other, your 
promise of lifelong love and fidelity! 
This is the key moment of the 
ceremony which will touch all who 
are present. Ideally, the bride and 
groom should be placed at the altar 
so they can best be seen and a 
microphon< used which will pick up 
the prayers and vows. 

Q. Father says our friends can’t 
throw rice at the end of the wedding. 
Isn’t this unreasonable? 

A. Have you ever tried to sweep 
up stepped-on rice or to clean it out 
of a carpet? Despite it’s wonderful 
symbolism (fertility), it really does 
complicate matters at a parish 
where a Saturday night Mass follows 
the wedding. And when it rains, rice 
is slippery and a definite hazard 

  

underfoot. Birdseed is better, but 
still is a cleanup nuisance. Also, 
pastors tell me that florists’ candles 
used without shields can drip on and 
permanently stain altar linens and 
carpeting. 

Q. What rules are there about 
flowers in church? 

A. Only that they shouldn’t ob= 
struct the view of the altar nor of the 
ceremony itself. Flowers add to the 
festive mood and are a beautiful 
symbol of life and growth. Of course, 
real flowers carry the symbol better 
than artificial ones. 

Q. Everyone in our family has 
always put flowers at the Blessed 
Virgin’s statue. Do I have to do this 

too? 

A. This ritual is meant to express 
devotion to Our Lady and to ask her 
intercession in your marriage. But 
it’s an act which should be a sign of 
something real, of feeling deeply 
meant. If you don’t feel motivated or 
sincere about it, don’t do it. 

Q. Our photographer promises to 
get photos of every key moment, but 
we don’t know what’s allowed. 

A. Ask your priest. The pet peeve 
of most clergymen I know is the 
photographer who interferes with the 
ceremony, who pokes a camera in 
too close at an intimate moment or 
who interferes with the bridal party 
as they come down the aisle. Also to 
be avoided: overlong picture sessions 
in the church after the ceremony 
which keeps guests waiting at the 
reception and can even interfere with 
the parish’s Saturday evening 
Confession schedule or Mass. You 
need to clearly indicate to your 
photographer what is permitted and 
what you personally would find 
objectionable. : 

Q. How can we keep the rehearsal 
from becoming a rowdy affair? 
We’ve seen this happen at other 
weddings. 

A. Many priests agree that the 
rehearsal too often involves horse- 
play and frequently fails to achieve 

suggestions: 
Ask each member of your bridal 

party and others (readers, 
musicians, immediate family) to be 
on time so the evening’s plans can go 
a to schedule. Have copies of 

booklet available and 
portico: lpm oni peahegel 
participant. Ask the priest to start 
the practice with a prayer or 
Scripture reading and a brief ex- 

(See QUESTIONS on page 15) 

 



  

Finding harmony in mixed marriages 
It takes special initiative to maintain the different beliefs harmoniously 

  

by Fr. Chuck Fisher 

Harmony can be achieved in 
interfaith weddings/marriages but 
not without work. Although our social 
conditions have changed over the 
years, the Catholic Church remains 
convinced that marriages within the 
religion afford a greater percentage 
of marital success. © - 

All of us know that responsible 
couples who are of different faiths 
can and do enjoy successful 
marriages. The church helps these 
couples strengthen their religious 
identities as well as assists the 
couple as they form a good, solid 
marriage. 

Differences of any kind must be 
faced and shared from the outset of 
the planning. Both partners must be 
willing to compromise by reaching a 
consensus on religious issues. Con- 
tacting the local pastor 6-9 months in 
advance of the wedding is en- 
couraged. 

The first goal is to emphasize 
areas within the two religions that 
are similar and can be shared 
(Scripture, prayer, service to the 
community, and ecumenism). The 
second goal is for the couple to know 
precisely what the differences of 
religion are and to work toward 
adjustments in arranging weekly 
worship and the religious develop- 
ment of their future children. 

The possibility of conflict exists 
when one spouse feels confident 
she/he can change the partner. In 
addition, potential conflict comes 
from one or both of the families. In 
both instances, a meeting with the 
pastor or sponsor couple and the 
families can help encourage all 
parties to recognize and respect the 
engaged couple’s responsibility for 
their own marriage, their religious 
identity and that of the children. 

Essential to the planning of the 
wedding is the pastor’s sharing with 
the couple the church’s policies 
regarding mixed religion marriages 
and an awareness of the Catholic 
Church—in general terms—that 
enhances the understanding of the 
non-Catholic partner. The couple 
would be encouraged to do the same 
with the minister of the non-Catholic 
spouse. This kind of orientation to 
the different religions is not 
necessarily lengthy nor too in-depth. 
The goal here is a sharing of 
similarities and differences so that 
this information can assist with the 
process of formation prior to the 
marriage. 

Following these efforts, the couple 
ing a weekend together at a 

Tobit Weekend or Engaged En- 
counter I view as singularly helpful, 
coupled with the interfaith couple’s 
resolve to work together for a suc- 
cessful marriage. 

Preparing for the wedding is the 
next step and this opens more areas 
of potential conflict. There can be 
serious difficulties observing the 
Catholic canonical form due to very 
good reasons. Pastorally, it is ad- 
visable for the couple to explore with 
the pastor the concerns of the couple 
about the Catholic Church or the non- 
Catholic church, the presence of the 
non-Roman minister or the priest, a 
Mass or not, etc. 

A dispensation from the Catholic 
form can be given for a just reason: 
to achieve family harmony or to 
avoid family alienation. If a 
dispensation is given, then the 
wedding can take place in the non- 
Catholic church. The presence of the 
priest is not required. In this case, it 
is the non-Catholic minister who 
presides. 

If the couple decides the wedding 
will take place in the Catholic 
church, it is recommended that the 
sacrament of marriage be celebrated 
outside the Mass. Many pastoral 
reasons apply, chiefly to encourage a 
feeling of inclusion rather than ex- © 
clusion (at communion) and to 
promote unity for the couple and 
their families. The presence of the 
non-Roman minister is not required. 
An invitation to the minister to 
participate is appropriate. 

What is so very important is that 
the couple begin their marriage with 
a minimum of frustration, and share, 
as much as possible, a mutuality of 
the Christian faith. It takes special 
initiative and responsibility not to 
water down each other’s religion, but 
to maintain the different beliefs 
harmoniously. Occasionally going 
separate ways in religious practice 
does happen and should be accepted 
without guilt. The bottom line here is 
to pray together and to share as 
much as possible. A successful in- 
terfaith marriage is possible, 
especially when both partners are 
baptized and practicing Christians. 

Those couples who have entirely 
separate religions create different 
and more difficult problems 
(Catholic/Jewish and other 
Catholic/non-Christian marriages). 
Although these marriages are not as 
common, special care must be taken 
to promote harmony and a good 

Questions frequently asked 
(Continued from page 14) 

planation of why rehearsal is im- 

portant. Be sure your own actions 
and demeanor are dignified so that 
others can follow your example. It’s 
traditionally an exciting and joyful 
occasion, but a good rehearsal will 
allay many fears and tensions on the 
day of the wedding. 

Q. Should our priest be invited to 
the rehearsal dinner as well as the 
reception? 

A. Certainly, it’s customary, but 
be sure that he knows he’s invited— 
don’t assume this. Also, place him 
with the family or other guests whom 
he knows. Often, the rehearsal 
dinner is a more intimate, “family” 

affair which Father may enjoy more 
than the larger party. 

Q. What’s the usual stipend to 
give to the priest and the church? 

A. This varies widely, ranging 
from $25 to $300, according to your 
local custom. Ask the pastor what 
the church fee is; most parishes 
have a set amount. Others depend on 
the free-will offering of the couple. 
As for the priest, consider the time 
he has spent with you in marriage 
preparation, rehearsal, etc., as well 
as in relation to how much you are 
spending on the total wedding. 

(Reprinted with from Valerie 
Dillon’s “Family” column in Columbia, 
petite bythe Kalghts of Clams in New 

marriage. Consulting the local pastor 
well in advance (8 months to 1 year) 
will benefit the couple as they 
prepare for their marriage. 

In any case, participate fully in 
the pre-marriage preparation 
process and include the families as 
often as possible. The more in- 
formation, the less misinformed, and 
the greater the harmony. 

kak 

Some Books for Interfaith Marriage 

Building a Successful In- 
termarriage. Man Keung Ho, Ph. D. 
Abbey Press, St. Meinrad, Ind. 47577. 
A detailed and practical study of how 
to prepare for, get the most out of 
and resolve problems in marriage 
across religious, social, ethnic or 
racial barriers. 

Mixing: Catholic-Protestant 
Marriages in the 1980s. Barbara D. 
Schiappa, Paulist Press. A guidebook 
for couples and families, especially 
good in practical examples and in 

providing a historical understanding 
of the issue. 

Beginning Your Marriage, In- 
terfaith Edition. John L. Thomas, 
S.J., Buckley Publications. A classic 
for engaged couples, with special 
sections on the many forms of in- 

  

terfaith marriage and how to build 
_ strength out of the mix. 

When Love Unites the Church. 
Richard M. Lawless, Abbey Press, 
St. Meinrad, 1982. The author, vicar _ 
for education in the Diocese of 
Syracuse, N.Y., draws upon his own 
14-year marriage to an Episcopalian 
wife in dealing in a head-on, yet 
supportive, manner with the delicate 
questions interfaith couples face. 

Living the Faith You Share: Ten 
Ecumenical Guidelines for Couples in 
Roman Catholic-Protestant 
Marriages. Massachusetts Com- 
mission on Christian Unity. Available 
from Whittemore Associates, Inc.,3 
Oxford St., Needham Heights, 
Massachusetts 02194. 60 cents. 

“Marriage Counseling of 
Christian-Mixed Marriage Kit.’’ Joint 
Working Group of the Canadian 
Council of Churches and the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. Available from Canadian 
Council of Churches, 40 St. Clair Ave. 
East, Toronto, Ontario M4T1M9 
Canada. $2.50. 

Mixed Marriage, Between Jew 
and Christian. Rabbi Samuel M. 
Silver, Arco Publishing Company, 
Inc., 219 Park Ave. South, New York, 
N.Y. 10003. A longtime counselor of 
the engaged and ecumenical leader, 
Rabbi Silver offers straightforward 
advice and caution to engaged 
preparing to intermarry. He also 
describes interfaith marriages he 
has conducted. 
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Sacramental Marriage at the In- 
dianapolis Pre Cana. . 

DILLON: Father Coats, you make 
special mention of interfaith 
marriage in your Pre Cana talks. Is 
this because you come from a mixed 
religion family? 

COATS: I really didn’t grow up in 
an interfaith home. My father was 
not Catholic at the time of the 
marriage, but he entered the Church 
about the time I made my first 
Communion. 

DILLON: As a young boy were 
you aware that he wasn’t Catholic? 

COATS: I was—as much because 
the rest of his family wasn’t Catholic 
as because I recognized it in him. He 
frequently attended Mass with my 
mother and was very supportive of 
church activities my mother became 
involved in. So, it really was not a 
tense situation at all. 

DILLON: How did you respond to 
the fact that your dad went to church 
but was unable to go to Communion? 

COATS: It’s curious because I 
was so young, but it did strike me 
that there was a difference. But I 
can also say it never bothered me 
that he wasn’t a member of the 
church. I was so struck by the fact 
that he was a good man and a good 
father and someone that I loved very 
much. I think it was love for my 
mother that prompted him at first to 
want to be a part of everything that 
was important to her. 

by Fr. Martin Peter 

It is now estimated that nearly 40 
percent of all first marriages will 
end in divorce. Of the 1 million 
marriages that ended in divorce in 
1981, the average marriage lasted 
less than six years, and nearly two 
out of 10 ended before the second 
anniversary. As you can tell, these 
statistics released by the government 
indicate that divorce rates in the 
United States are at a historic high. 

Because of this and because the 
Catholic Church believes that 
marriage is a sacrament and a 
lifetime commitment, we feel that 
preparation for marriage is crucial. 
When a couple comes to see a priest 

by Father James Farrell 

   
   
   

   
   
   
    

   

    
     

  

     
   
    

Married couples come in a variety 
of packages, some married just a 
short time, others married 30 to 50 
years or more. Some couples dated 
for many years, others for just a 
short time prior to their marriage. 
Some couples had several 
relationships prior to choosing their 
lifelong partner; others may find 

ves in a second marriage by 
reason of death or divorce. 

All of these couples are seeking 
the meaning of Christian marriage. 

Married couples come in another 
assortment—they come with a 
variety of stories. Stories that tell of 
their relationship with each other 
and with the Creator. 

Some are newly married with 
different faith backgrounds, trying to 
learn how to bridge the gap that is 
created by two different ways to 

Pastor makes distinction between 

Couples are seekin 

the faith of my grandparents. I 
remember us visiting them and 
following their nightly ritual of 
turning off the radio and kneeling 
down and saying the rosary in their 
living room. He was greatly touched 
by that act of faith. Later, obviously, 
he became very attracted to the faith 
itself. 

DILLON: Is respect an important 
issue in an interfaith situation? 

COATS: Well, I think the interest 
and support of one another is 
critical. People have to feel 
respected and I don’t think a dif- 
ference in religious affiliation should 
ever be allowed to become a divisive 
issue that affects the solidity and the 
marriage covenant itself. 

DILLON: What about the 
promises that an interfaith couple 
have to make? 

COATS: Many young couples tend 
to view the church’s insistence that 
the Catholic party sign a statement 
of commitment to the Catholic faith 
as a prejudiced position. I think 
that’s an unfortunate interpretation. 
It focuses the attention on the 
Catholic faith. But the Catholic party 
is the only person the church has a 
right to direct its attention:to. You 
can’t be forcing things on anyone 
else. 

DILLON: Of course, when your 
mom and dad got married, he was 
the one who had to sign the promises. 

COATS: That’s right. I think it’s 
significant that the church has 
changed this. That was not the best 
way of getting to the point. 

about getting married, they are 
usually thinking about preparing for 
the wedding. I make a distinction 
between preparing for the wedding, 
which will be a half-hour to an hour 
of their lives, and preparing for the 
marriage, which is the rest of their 
lives together. Preparing for the 
marriage is much more important. 

At St. Malachy Parish in 
Brownsburg, as in many other 
Parishes in the archdiocese and 
throughout the country, we have a 
program for marriage preparation 
that involves “‘sponsor couples.” We 
have married couples prepared for 
this ministry by the Family Life 
Office of the archdiocese. 

relate to God. Some are in mid-life, 
dealing with a lot of personal growth 
issues and having a difficult time 
maintaining interest in or energy for 
their spouse. 

Some couples find a burden is laid 
on their relationship when one spouse 
is “turned on to” religious ex- 
perience and grows impatient while 
the other continues a slow, steady 
developing relationship with God, or 
even more challenging, has no 
relationship with God. 

Still others may find that the 
adjustments required for this par- 
ticular season in their life—by 
guiding children through the difficult 
time of adolescence, adjusting to life 
without children or responding to the 
needs of aging parents—can make 
the blessedness of married life seem 
like something only found in the 
movies. All of these experiences of 
married life; and more, confront the 

In the following interview, Father He was tremendously struck by 

Facing the special proble 
DILLON: Which is? 

COATS: It seems to me that this 
difference of faith should not be a 
factor that could ever, except under 
the most extraordinary of cir- 
cumstances, affect the commitment 
of these two people to one another. 

DILLON: Doesn’t it also seek to 
protect the faith of the Catholic 
party? 

COATS: I think it Says to the non- 
Catholic that the person you are 
marrying is extremely committed to 
the faith community in which they’ve 
grown up and that they intend to 
continue living that faith life and you 
should accept that in the marriage. 

"Photo by Valerie Dillon 
Father David Coats at Pre Cana 

preparing for weddi 
Each couple who wishes to get 

married will take a pre-marital in- 
ventory called PREPARE, which 
identifies strengths and work areas 
for the couple. The results of this 
inventory will be given to a sponsor 
couple who will then work with the 
engaged couple. This inventory is not 
a test, but it is a good “discussion 
starter.” It offers the couples the 
opportunity to focus on such crucial 
relationship issues as realistic ex- 
pectations, personality issues, 
communication, conflict resolution 
and finances. 

On the front of our parish bulletin 
each week it says: “Marriages: 
Please contact your priest at least 

g the meaning of Christian 
couple with questions relative to the 
spirituality of marriage. 

HOW DO we together approach 
the Holy? How do we become holy? 
What do we do when we feel over- 
whelmed by the experiences of life 
and want to surrender? How do we 
keep our relationships ever new? 

Questions such as these surface 
among married couples for they have 
to do with what is essential in 
married life. Many couples, perhaps, 
have great expectations about what 
they want in married life, yet settle 
for much less. Some try to tell the 
story of marital intimacy yet are met 
with skepticism. 

A significant relationship with 
one’s spouse is realized only through 
hard work. Things of value come 
only through the painful experience 
of dying to self and making room for 
others in one’s life. This is certainly 

    

DILLON: What about the promise 
to raise one’s children Catholic? 

COATS: The specific wording is: I 
will do everything in my power to see 
to it that my children are baptized 
and raised as Catholic. 

DILLON: What; then, about the 
non-Catholic Christian who wants to 
share his faith with their children? 

COATS: Well, I always begin by 
telling the non-Catholic that I would 
be thrilled if their minister would ask 
of them, too, that they commit 
themselves in some public way to 
their own faith. It would not bother 
me at all if a Catholic were marrying 
a Methodist, and the Methodist said 
up front to the Catholic: I intend to 
continue living as a good Methodist. I 
promise to do all within my power to 
share this faith with our children. 

DILLON: But a child couldn’t be 
raised as both a good Catholic and a 
good Methodist. 

COATS: The sacramental life of 
the Catholic Church is very much an 
issue here. It is a central part of our 
heritage and it’s what any Catholic 
would like to see their children 
benefit from and participate in. 
Many Protestant denominations do 
not share the same sacramental 
context and they aren’t going to be 
So concerned about First Com- 
munion, for example. The realistic 
fact is, somewhere down the line 
little Sally or Johnny will have the 

ng and marriage 
six months in advance.” This request 
does not indicate a “waiting period” 
but rather allows the priest and 
sponsoring couples time to work with 
the engaged couple to help them 
prepare for a good marriage. To 
have a good marriage in toda y’s 
world requires a lot of work. 

Because we believe marriage is a 
lifetime commitment and because of 
the reality of the statistics quoted 
above, we consider marriage 
preparation as essential for 
celebrating a marriage in the 
church. We are finding a lot of en- 
thusiasm about this preparation 
program among our engaged couples 
and our sponsor couples. 

marriage 
true in marriage where the hard 
work of self disclosure, and 
achieving the delicate balance be- 
tween challenging communication and 
respecting another’s space is the 
substance of life together. 

Frequently the message is heard 
today that communication is the 
lifeline to a healthy marriage. Yet 
many still seem doubtful. There are 
no short cuts, no secrets known only 
to a few members of “the club,” no 
easier ways to remain always in love 
with your partner than to put your 
love into action by sharing your 
story. Disclosing yourself through 
the sharing of your thoughts and 
feelings will help to weave your lives 
together. Take the first step now if 
you haven’t already, and if you have 
but have somehow lost the wa y, 
come back to the main road that will 
channel your life together with your 
spouse into the life of Christ



    

  

as of interfaith marriages 
opportunity to make his or her own 
decision about what church they are 
going to attend. When that occurs, 
the Catholic Church is most in- 
terested in being able to believe that 
the child has seen lived out in one of 
his parents what it truly means to be 
a Catholic and he will choose a 
commitment of faith on the basis of 
sound knowledge and life experience. 

DILLON: What kinds of reaction 
do you get from couples when you 
explain the promises? 

COATS: It tends to relieve their 
concern. It can’t be taken as quite so 
prejudicial when I am willing to have 
the non-Catholic make an equal 
commitment of faith. Of course, 
there are real differences and I am 
not so naive to think mixed religions 
don’t create a natural tension. But I 
don’t think it is a tension that can’t 
be worked out. It can become a very. 
healthy tension so that it creates a 
very good environment for a child to 
grow up in with the experience of two 
parents whe are very loving and 
committed with many doctrines of 
their Christian faith being shared 
across the board. 

DILLON: Would you mention 
some of the points you make at Pre 
Cana on the interfaith issue? 

COATS: Unfortunately, I don’t 
think many couples going into 
marriage perceive religious dif- 
ference and the Catholic’s promise of 
continued commitment as an im- 

seriously. Some couples may say and 
do whatever is necessary so they can 
walk down the aisle and have their 
wedding in the church. 

Then comes the day the school 
sends home a letter to second grade 
parents, announcing the children are 
preparing for the reception of the 
sacraments of Penance and Com- 
munion and the parents are to be 
involved. Suddenly, the non-Catholic: 
may start rebelling, declaring this is 
not what he wanted to have happen. 
And the Catholic may discover that 

  portant issue. They don’t take it very _ 

the faith means more to them than 
they thought it did. 

The church wants people to deal 
with this issue up front prior to 
marriage because this later oc- 
currence can be very serious and 
divisive and the consequences can 
have far reaching effects. 

’ DILLON: How do you feel about 
witnessing the marriage of a 
Catholic who is only lukewarm? 

COATS: There often is a strong 
Catholic identity even in those who 
don’t practice the faith very much. It 
is part of who I am whether I go to 
church or not. 

DILLON: But how do you feel 
about witnessing the marriage if that 
person clearly doesn’t intend to go 
back to Mass or the rest of the 
sacraments? Does it pose a problem 
or do you take it as a good sign they 
are coming to seek the church’s 
blessing on their marriage? 

COATS: I can answer yes to both 
of those. I think it’s a good sign, and 
yes, it does pose a problem. I discuss 
with them why are they choosing to 
have their marriage recognized by 
the church. Further, I explain, it 
isn’t enough that the church is the 
nostalgic place of my childhood and 
a beautiful building. There is more to 
it. 

DILLON: How do they respond to 
this? 

COATS: If they tell me those are 
not the reasons and there is a much 
stronger commitment, I challenge 
them to make that commitment 
visible . . . and remind them at- 
tendance-at Mass is the minimal way 
in which I am Catholic. It is not all I 
can do—it is the least I can do. 

DILLON: Tell me what you say to 
couples to give them a clearer image 

_ of how they can grow spiritually. 

COATS: The statistics are 
abundantly available about the 
success rate in marriage, indicating 
that staying together over the long 

haul is not an easy task. Therefore, I 
try to help couples understand that 
as Christians in general and 
specifically as Catholics, we firmly 
believe that God becomes involved in 
their exchange of vows, and he adds 
through his presence some of what is 
necessary to make that commitment 
work and endure all the days of their 
lives. 

T analyze the words of the com- 
mitment they make to each other 
and try to give an interpretation to 
these words, encouraging them to 
continue to discuss them and un- 
derstand what they are actually 
saying. And I remind them if they 
can see their pledge for what it 
really is, and if the potential stum- 
bling blocks become a little more 
clear—then the need for God’s 
presence in their marriage and of 
their relating to God as individuals 
and as a couple also comes through 
more clearly. 

DILLON: Sacrament is a hard 
concept for them, isn’t it? 

COATS: More so for non-Catholics 
than for Catholics. It is not always a 
part of their tradition. The point I try 
to make is that sacramental 
marriage makes marriage something 
more than just a contract or 
agreement for two people to do 
certain things for one another for a 
period of time. 

We invite God to participate, and 
God being the faithful creator that he 
is and being in love with his creation, 
he adds something to this marriage 
that is very unique and special. By 
his continued gift he is present to the 
couple throughout the marriage. 

DILLON: What are some prac- 
tical suggestions for a couple en- 
tering into an interfaith marriage? 

COATS: One important concept 
is: When a Catholic marries another 
Christian, a great deal of faith is 
being shared from the beginning. 
They need to emphasize what they 
hold in common as Christians instead 
of what divides them as members of 
different denominations. I think this 
opens up all kinds of possibilities for 
common shared prayer. 

Our Catholic tradition has lots of 
prayer forms that can be attractive 

to other people. I think of the rosary 
or other prayers that express the 
thoughts of the saints across the 
ages. Or maybe devotions like the 
Stations of the Cross—they have a 
message that is not uniquely 
Catholic. On the other hand, other 
denominations have their own style, 
their own traditions and expressions 
of faith that couldn’t help but 
enhance the faith life of the Catholic. 

So I would urge sharing. Also, I 
encourage the Catholic to find out 
more about the denomination of his 
or her spouse and try to understand 
what that person is really committed 
to. 

DILLON: What about the notion 
of “this week we'll go to my church 
and next week to yours’’? 

COATS: I think that suggests that 
it really doesn’t matter what you 
believe as long as you're sincere, and 
we all kind of bounce around from 
one place to another. I don’t agree 
with that. I believe there are real 
differences and they can’t simply be 
swept under a rug. It can become an 
instrument of growth for us to un- 
derstand the different views we 
have. 

On the other hand, I don’t think 
that either person should expect the 
other simply to compromise what 
they believe in order to participate in 
the other’s religious worship. 

DILLON: Do you see the idea 
becoming prevelant that it doesn’t 
matter what we believe as long as 
we’re sincere about it—a kind of 
watered-down Christianity? 

COATS: I think there are positive 
and negative sides to that. We’ve 
come a long way from when there 
was outright hostility and an- 
tagonism between one denomination 
and another and that’s a good thing. 
We now positively accentuate things 
we do agree on and don’t dwell so 
much on those things that tend to 
separate us. 

On the other hand, I do think we 
settle for less than we really should. 
I don’t believe anybody is 
strengthened when their beliefs and 
values are diluted. It is the open, 
respectful sharing of those things 
that will keep us strong and together. 

The Solands’ message after 50 years of eae: ‘Work together’ 
by Jim Jachimiak 

For Emerson and Betty Soland, 
the Great Depression was not all 
bad. 

Emerson Soland and Betty Kid- 
well were married on Feb. 4, 1935, in 
the midst of the Depression, in St. 
Simon’s Church in Washington. He 
was a young optometrist from 
Sacred Heart Parish in Indianapolis; 
she was from the Washington area in 
southern Indiana. They now live in 
Christ the King Parish in In- 
dianapolis. 

“We figured we were starting on 
the bottom—financially, at least— 
and we had no place to go but up,” 
says Dr. Soland. As a result, “‘today 
we appreciate what we have more 
because we had to work for it. It 
taught us that we had to work 
together.”’ 

While they recall the difficulties of 
the Depression, the Solands also 
point out that things could have been 
worse for them. Unlike many others 
at that time, Dr. Soland had a job. 
He had already begun working as an 
optometrist in Indianapolis, and 
continued to do that until retiring 
about three years ago. “I was 
making very good money compared 

  

to what a lot of people were,” he 
says. “We always seemed to have 
plenty of food on the table.” 

Looking at the bright side seems 
to come naturally to the Solands. 
“Everything isn’t a bed of roses,” 
Dr. Soland says. ‘When things go 
wrong you've got to brush them over 
and look for the good things.” 

He and his wife say that is one 
principle they have tried to follow in 
their 50 years of married life. In 
marriage, Mrs. Soland says, “You 
take the bitter with the sweet. It’s 
bound to come to everybody. We’re 
not going to get out of this world 
without that.” 

But the Solands agree that there 
has been relatively little of the 
“bitter” during their years together. 
“The Lord has been good to us,” 
Mrs. Soland says. She mentions their 
two children and four grandchildren. 
Her husband notes the fact that 
“‘we’ve always been blessed with 
fairly good health.” 

Mrs. Soland has a number of 
ideas about what it takes to make a 
successful marriage. She says, “You 
have to live for each other and your . 
family. You have to give and take. 
Things will work out if you stick with 
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Dr. and Mrs. Emerson Soland with Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara 

it and work together. That’s the 
important thing—work together.” 
She thinks a little longer and adds, 
“You have to respect each other, 
too.” 

Her husband’s advice is similar. 
“Just work together and remember 
that there are good things in life and 
there are bad,” he says. ‘‘You laugh 
together and you cry together.” 
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‘The unique problems of blending 

two families after second marriages 
It takes love, time, patience, communication and a sense of humor 

Remarriage in the church after the 
death of a spouse or divorce/annulment is 
increasingly common. But unique 
problems can complicate the marriage, 
especially when children are involyed. 
Below are some observations by Charley 
and Carol Murphy of Little Flower " 
Parish, based on their own personal ex- 
periences. The Murphys are parish 
sponsor couples and speak at Pre Cana II. 

by Charley and Carol Murphy 

We would like to share with you 
some of what we have learned 
through trial and error in our own 
remarriage of 11 years. 

We have an assortment of 
children—yours, mine and ours—with 
a range in age from 3 to 27 years. 
Some of these suggestions aren’t our 

success story, but what we’ve 
learned may have been more helpful 
after we’ve made the mistakes. 
Other ideas are from other couples’ 
experiences and the observations of 
professionals with whom we’ve 

worked. 
1. Beginning with when you first 

tell the children there will be a 
remarriage, let them know you 
realize it will not be easy for them. 
Tell them you really do ‘want to know 
how they feel and what they are 
thinking. It’s not very helpful to say 
such things as: ‘Oh, it will be okay,” 
or, ‘Everything will work out, you'll 
see.” Instead, acknowledge what 
concerns they have shared with you 
and encourage them to tell you more 
about what they feel. Enlist their 
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ideas for possible solutions to the 
problem. This will help bring them 
back to you the next time. 

2. Give the children of your new 
spouse permission to call you by your 

first name. Don’t expect them to call 
you Mom or Dad. It may happen in 
time; it may not. One day, my 

stepdaughter introduced me as “my 

mom.” The next time, it was back to 
my first name. If you hear them 
calling your former spouse’s new 
partner Mom or Dad—don’t be upset. 
It is not a reflection of their love for 

you becoming less, nor of their being 

disloyal. Children want to be like 

everyone else with a mom and a dad. 
3. Don’t be surprised if a good 

relationship with your stepchildren- 

to-be changes as the wedding draws 

near. They may become distant, 
strange or tearful. Research has 
shown that children often fantasize 
that the wedding really won’t hap- 

pen, and when they know that it will, 

they can react in some unexpected 

ways. 
4. Where to live, especially if you 

will be combining two sets of ‘ 
children, can be a problem. One 
couple told us that it was better for 
them to each sell their own homes 
and buy a third house so it could be 
“our house.” This helped avoid 
conflict over sharing space and 
rooms that had once belonged to the 
set of children who lived there first. 
If this is economically impossible, 
prepare for occasional resentments 
over turf, having to share and over 
people moving in and changing 

things around. 
5. If stepchildren only visit at 

certain times, it helps if they have 
places and things to call their own. It 
is hard on the child who lives in the 
home all the time to be expected to 
share his or her room and toys. 
Respect the right of the live-in child 
to have some things designated “‘off 
limits.” Hostilities will be lessened if 
the other children recognize that not 
all possessions are available to them. 

6. Discuss ahead of time as many 
potential problem areas as you can. 
When feasible, include the children in 
these discussions. Agree to back up 
each other in front of the kids, and 
work out any conflicts later in 
private. Otherwise, you may be 
signaling to them that they can 
divide and conquer. When they tell 
you, “But Daddy lets us do it at his 
house,” you can acknowledge this, 
but bring it back to: “This is what 
we expect of you here.” This may be 
a difficult thing to do without some 

anger or resentment. 
7. There often is an inclination to 

be prejudiced toward your natural 
child. This is understandable and 
comes with the territory, but beware 
of it. This tendency is likely to be 
more apparent in the non-custodial 
parent. In any case, it needs to be 
talked about and worked on together. 
It is hard to discipline when you only 
see a child one day a week, but for 
the child’s sake it should be done. Be 
open to hearing how your spouse sees 
you behaving. This may not feel 
good, but consider his or her per- 
ception and face the question: Is it 
the truth? 

8. Be respectful of the absent 
parent regardless of your feelings. 
Don’t express criticism to the    

children about their father or 
mother. This only forces them to 
defend the parent and may en- 

courage them to idealize your former 

spouse out of all proportion to 
reality. If the other person is a 
“turkey,” the kids eventually will 
figure it out for themselves and it 

won’t help your cause to keep saying 

it. Remember—you have divorced 

the spouse, but they haven’t divorced 

their parent! 

9. If the other parent has died, 
realize the pain and hurt of seeing 
someone else in their place. Tell the 
children you know it must be difficult 
and that you are not trying to 
replace the parent who is dead. If 
they seem to be critical of you, this 
may be their pain talking. En- 
courage them to share feelings. 

10. Communicate with a former 
spouse directly. Even though you 
might wish you never had to talk to 
this individual again, don’t use the 
children as a go-between. Messages 
will get mixed up or lost and there 
will be anger. It is very upsetting to 
children to be put in the middle 

between hostile parents. 

11. Holidays: if you thought it was 

difficult with two sets of grand- 
parents to please, just wait. Life will 
get more confusing as the list of 
possible interested parties multiplies. 
We found it better when the children 
were small to let them stay in their 
own home with their own new toys on 
Christmas. For a time, they wanted 
us to come see their presents which 
was painful because, back then, 
there were some bad feelings among 
all of us. But the children would have 
been hurt had we refused. 

Thanksgiving was difficult 
because no matter what time the 
children were to eat at the first stop, 
the time always was later than 
anticipated. When they reached the 
next place, Grandma found it hard to 
understand why they either weren’t 
hungry or got sick when they did eat 
again. In later years, we got smarter 

and changed some family 
celebrations to the next day or 
closest weekend. It may not have 
been exactly as we wanted, but it 
was easier all the way around. 

12. Don’t forget other relatives 
such as grandparents who may still 
wish to see the children, but may not 
feel comfortable going to their for- 
mer son- or daughter-in-law’s home 
to visit. Or they may not feel free to 
call up the children to invite them 
over. Do encourage these special 
relationships to continue. If your 
spouse has died, his or her family 
may need encouragement to feel 
easy with your new marriage. They 
also may harbour resentment. Or 
they may simply need to hear that 
they are still welcome. 

Some situations may resist a 

solution. In one family we know, 
there was a remarriage with 
children involved, and the parents of 
the wife never were able to accept 
her new husband’s children because 
they barely could accept the 
remarriage itself. Sometimes, you 
just can’t change people’s feelings, 
but it is difficult indeed to help 
children understand this. 

We guess, by now, you’ve got the 

idea: To make a blended family 
work, it takes much love, time, 
patience, communication, a sense of 

humor and sometimes just being the 
adult when no one else is. It does get 
better if you persevere and keep on 
talking and trying. It helps to 
remember that the two of you are in 
love, but the children are not.
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A marriage quiz 
The word today in Christian 

marriage is ‘“‘covenant,” not con- 
tract. This means that when a couple 
marries, they are pledging them- 
selves to a lifetime of faithfulness, 
forgiveness and a willingness to 
invest in a second, third, fourth or 
fifth marriage to the same partner, 
entering each new phase of life 
together with enthusiasm and hope. 

If you are preparing to marry, 
here is a little quiz for you and your 
partner to answer as honestly as 
possible and to share with each 
other. Possible answers are Agree, 
Disagree, Unsure. 

1. My future spouse and I agree 
that a sacramental marriage means 
we intend to pledge love under all 
circumstances. A D U 

2. We agree that forgiving each 
other is essential to our relationship. 
ADU 

3. We have discussed and agree on 
what faithfulness will mean in our 
relationship. A D U 

4. I consider a personal faith in 
Jesus Christ an important ingredient 
in our marriage. A D U 

5. I am comfortable asking my 
future spouse to pray with me. A D 

6. I have difficulty sharing my 
faith and ideas on religion with my 
future spouse. A D U 

7. I believe that a Catholic who 
wants to marry in the church should 

be practicing his/her religion. A D 
U 

8. Our close friends do not share 
our values on marriage. A D U 

9. We have ways of getting 
emotional support from others for 
living the kind of married life we 
value. A D U 

The “‘best” answers and an ex- 
planation of each follow: 

1. Agree. Pledging love under all 
circumstances does not mean passive 
acceptance of destructive behavior 
or putting aside responsibility to 
change in beneficial ways. But it 
does mean accepting each other’s 
differences and limitations. It does 
mean bearing with times of crisis, 
misunderstanding and boredom and 
working constructively to resolve 
conflicts. It means dealing respect- 
fully with the new person your 

partner will become as your life 
unfolds. 

2. Agree. The only way to avoid 
all conflict is to avoid all intimacy 
because living closely with another 
person inevitably brings hurt and 
misunderstanding as well as joy. 
Over and over you will need to 
forgive one another and accept the 
other’s forgiveness. 

3. Agree. In an earlier time, this 
question would liardly have been 
asked. Today, men and women 
frequently work together in 

professional and social situations and 
many forms of unfaithfulness are 
possible and commonplace. How do 
each of you define fidelity? Sexually? 
Emotionally? Intellectually? A clear 
and mutual understanding will help 
you deal with future situations and 
temptations which could possibly 
arise. 

4. Agree. When such faith is the 
basis for action, Christ’s model of 
forgiveness, unselfish love, patience 
and humility are a marvelous 
blueprint for married life. Faith in 
Christ can enable you to face sorrow 
and doubt; it can enhance and enrich 
your sexual union. The faith of one’s 
marriage partner has been clearly 
demonstrated to be a most 
significant factor in the growth of 
one’s own faith. 

5. Agree. Sharing your prayer life 
is a way to bring greater intimacy to 
your relationship. Furthermore, 
statistics on divorce indicate that 
couples who pray and worship 
together have much greater chances 
of success in marriage than those 
who do not. 

6. Disagree. This is not uncommon 
among young couples. A certain 
shyness or embarrassment, an un- 
sureness about one’s own con- 
victions, a fear of sounding foolish 
may inhibit individuals from freely 
expressing religious feelings. This 
may be so particularly when the man 
and woman are of different faiths 
and fear conflict or hostility from 
their partner. But the engagement 
period is the optimal time to talk 

  

  

about differences and to deal with 
potential problems, to work at 
developing respect and acceptance 
toward the other’s beliefs. 

7. Agree. By marrying in a 
church, a couple is seeking the 
church’s blessing on the union, is 
asking the community to witness and 
affirm the marriage. However, some 
couples merely seek to use the 
church space for the ceremony. A 
fair question is: If it has no meaning 
for you, why do you want to be 
married in the church? Too often, a 
church wedding is the result of 
parental pressure or social con- 
venience. 

8. Disagree. One of the biggest 
challenges faced by newlyweds today 
is lack of a support system. Living in 
a society which often contradicts 
Christian values, today’s young 
people need family and close friends 
to provide encouragement, counsel 
and affirmation as they try to live 
out the vows they took at the time of 
their wedding. 

9. Agree. If support is an im- 
portant need of early marriage—and 
experts say it is—then you need to 
identify those individuals and groups 
which work against your important 
values and beliefs. You also need to 
discover sources of support and 
allow these to nurture you as you 
build a strong foundation of 
marriage. 

. (This material is used with the permission of 
the Archdiocese of Omaha Family Life Office 
and is adapted from the FOCUS marriage 
preparation inventory.) 
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Sponsor couples an important part 
of new marriage preparation policy 
Their role in the process ts to provide friendship, support and thetr seasoned advice 

by Valerie R. Dillon 

Once upon a time, a young couple 
fell in love, married, and settled 
down no more than 50 miles from 
their families and the place of their 
birth. 

There were aunts and uncles, 
older brothers and sisters, parents, 
cousins and grandparents nearby to 
counsel them, support them and be 
there in moments of crisis and 
triumph. 

No more. Today’s newly married 
couples may still live near their 
families and friends. But, more of- 
ten, they meet in school or in the 
workplace, may come from different 
areas of the country and they are 
ready to take a new job a thousand 
miles from home right after the 
honeymoon. 

And whether it’s recognized by 
them or not, they will begin their 
married life without the strongest 
support-system they can have—one 

which family experts claim is a 
significant help in the often-difficult 
adjustments of the first two years of 
marriage. 

But a new form of extended 
family has begun to develop with the 
advent of parish-level marriage 
preparation programs. Married 
couples, used as Sponsor Couples or 
in the Evenings for Engaged 
program, are filling the void, 
providing friendship, support and 
sometimes their seasoned advice. 

THE NEW Marriage Preparation 
Policy promulgated by Archbishop 
Edward T. O’Meara states that 
trained married couples are to play a 
role in the preparation of engaged 
couples prior to marriage in the 
parish. This provision of the policy 
not only has solid practical reasons 
behind it, but it also has a basis in 
the new Code of Canon Law which 
states that the entire parish com- 
munity is responsible for preparing 
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the young for the vocation of 
marriage (Canon 1063). 

According to the new policy, 
married couples are to function as a 
preparation team with a priest. They 
do so in several ways: 

»by providing the young couple 
with an authentic and realistic view 
of married life; 

> by providing them time to 
reflect on and to share their hopes, 
expectations and concerns about 
their coming marriage with one 
another and with a married couple; 

»by giving them an opportunity 
to ask questions and discuss the 
many practical aspects of married 
life with someone who already has 
faced these situations; 

» by assisting the priest in the 
evaluation of a couple’s un- 
derstanding of and readiness for 
sacramental marriage; 

by welcoming them, as a ‘new 
family,” into the parish and on 
behalf of the church community ; 

>by celebrating with them, of- 
fering friendship and the promise of 
support as they begin life together. 
In many reported cases, the newly 
married couples contact their 
sponsoring couples in the early 
months of marriage to seek en- 
couragement or advice. 

THE FORMAT of the Sponsor 
Couple program is simple. After an 
engaged couple meets with the priest 
who will witness their marriage, they 
are assigned to a married couple 
from the parish who becomes their 
“sponsors.” This couple then invites 
the engaged couple to their home for 
a series of three or four (occasionally 
more) visits. 

The two couples will spend part of 
their time together talking about the 
engaged couple’s responses to the 
relationship inventory which they 
have individually completed, also a 
requirement of the new preparation 
policy. Couples may take any one of 
three such instruments: the Pre- 
Marriage Inventory (PMI), 

or Focus. All cover the 
man’s and woman’s attitudes on such 
topics as communication, marriage 
expectations, sexuality, children, in- 
laws, finances, religion and other 
significant topics. 

In a relaxed, non-threatening 
setting, the engaged couple has an 
opportunity to explore areas where 
they differ or where they haven’t 
talked at all. They are helped, too, by 
the married couple who may share 
their own journey as husband and 
wife, and who have discovered 
workable ways to resolve conflicts, to 
deal with differing needs for com- 
munication, personal space or 
privacy, or how to get along on- 
limited funds. 

By the conclusion of the visits, 
usually spaced one to two weeks 
apart, the two couples have become 
friends and may celebrate in some 
small way, by sharing a meal or 
perhaps going out for pizza. More 
often than not, the married couple is 
invited to the wedding. 

THE SPONSOR couple program 
already is widely available in the 
archdiocese. More than 50 parishes 
presently use married couples in this 
format, and many more programs 

are being started. Among parishes 
with long-standing programs are 
Holy Spirit, Immaculate Heart and 
St. Thomas Aquinas in Indianapolis, 
St. Michael’s in Greenfield and 
Sacred Heart in Jeffersonville. All of 
these are at least five or six years 
old. 

Another experienced group is at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, New 
Albany, which recently evaluated the 
program. Actually, the evaluation 
was done by two seminarians from 
St. Meinrad School of Theology, 
Adolph Dwenger and Dan Atkins, 
during their residency at the parish. 

They interviewed both sponsor 
couples and now-married couples 
who had gone through the program. 

“We really appreciated it,’’ was 
the general response, even though 
some went into the process 
hesitantly—or angrily. Said one 
future groom: “‘I didn’t think the 
church should put us through this.” 
But by the program’s end, the 
newlyweds almost without exception 
saw the experience as valuable. 

FOR MANY, the sponsor couple 
program filled a void several couples 
described as “‘social isolation.’ They 
felt abandoned by former friends, 
and ‘“‘we thought it was our fault,” 
said one. 

“We had no Christian couple to 
share our problems with,” said a 
couple. “Some friends we were close 
to had their own marriage problems 
and they really had no Christian 
values and no serious commitment to 
the marriage.” 

The sponsor couple, then, became 
the ‘Christian couple’’ the engaged 
were seeking. 

Taking the inventory also was 
termed “valuable”’ as it revealed to 
the couples their areas of strength as 
well as areas of potential conflict. 
Some admitted surprise at the 
responses of their partners, but 
discussion of these helped them draw 
closer to each other. 

ON THE OTHER side, sponsor 
couples also affirmed the experience, 
although most wished they had 
“more expertise,” more training and 
more opportunity to share with other 
married couples in the program. 

They and their parish priests, 
Father Larry Voelker, pastor, and 
Father John Meyer, associate pastor, 
came up with these insights about an 
effective program: 

>The sponsor couples must have 
a good marriage relationship and 
communication between themselves 
plus good communication skills; 

» They can be married any 
number of years, and “‘if you’re 
married 40 years, that’s okay, as 
long as you’re still young in spirit;”” 

> Both the priest and married 
couple need to openly share their 
vision of faith with the engaged and 
offer practical suggestions for 
spiritual growth; 

>The total preparation process 
shouldn’t be rushed; should be done 
over a period of time and not 
crammed into a single weekend, and 
should be completed several months 
before the wedding day. 

In a final assessment, the married 
couples reported an unexpected 
dividend: their own marriages have 
been enriched by their ministry to 
the engaged. As they prepare for 
their sessions—examining their own 
relationship and life together, they 
gain new knowledge and insights and 
discover with amazement just how 

far they have come along the path 
toward healthy, holy matrimony. 

  

   

  

   

   

    
 



   

  

    

     
   
    

    

   

Marriage preparation policy 
(Continued from page 12) tool. Druckman et al (1980) showed 

tended to predict future marriage that the inventory is most effective 
success or failure. However, a recent when administration was followed by 
study designed to test the predictive feedback counseling, in which case it 
validity of the instrument clearly yielded an 86 percent accuracy rate 
demonstrates the value of such a with couples who eventually divorced 
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Y 4 a 
“He chased her ’til she caught him” may be the message of this bride as she     

and 78 percent accuracy for later 
happily married couples. 

d) A wedding liturgy should 
reflect the Christian vision of 
marriage in its readings, its prayers, 
its music and its locale (the church). 
Ideally, it will be a joyful yet 
dignified ceremony, one which 
fosters an understanding of marriage 
as a permanent and loving union of 
two people who are or become a sign 
of God’s faithful love for his people. 
While the wedding liturgy is a special 
celebration for the couple and their 
families, it also is an act of public 
worship, a liturgy in which the 
parish community can participate. 
Therefore, liturgical norms can help 
to ensure that the ceremony meets 
these criteria, even as it retains the 
unique and joyful spirit of the 
celebrating couple. 

Goals in marriage preparation 

1) To enable the engaged couple 
to better understand and value the 
nature and elements of Christian 
marriage and their particular 
responsibilities in undertaking it. 

2) To allow the couple, assisted by 
the marriage preparation team, to 
reflect on and assess their individual 
readiness to marry and the ap- 
propriateness of marriage to each 
other now and/or in the future. 

3) To provide the couple with 
varied opportunities to discuss and 
reflect on their expectations of 
marriage, their expectations of each 
other and the gifts and limitations 
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in knowledge and skills concerning 
married spirituality, communication, 
sexuality, responsible parenthood, 
finances and other aspects of 
married life. 

5) To assist the couple in special 
needs or circumstances, i.e., 
pregnancy, immaturity, non-practice 
of the faith, interfaith union, 
validation, second marriage, etc. 

6) To help the couple to ex- 
perience “church”’ in its shared- 
responsibility model and to grow in 
rapport and trust toward the parish 
community. 

7) To offer guidance in the 
preparation of the wedding liturgy. 

A comment on goals: Realistic 
expectations are necessary. No 
policy, no matter how well-conceived 
or implemented, can guarantee a 
successful marriage. The six-months 
period will not automatically insure a 
couple’s readiness for marriage, 
radically alter their attitudes or 
improve personality weaknesses. 

In fact, the engaged couples 
who are now seeking to prepare for 
marriage actually have been in- 
volved in such preparation for many 
years—since their days in the home 
when they did (or did not) receive 
the love, nurturance and formation 
which now enables them to enter this 
challenging vocation. 

The above goals, however, are 
reasonable goals, and the marriage - 
policy—applied pastorally—can 
strengthen the couple’s readiness 
and motivation as well as their 
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The new marriage policy and special circumstances 
by Valerie R. Dillon 

When a couple marries in the 
Catholic Church, often there are 
circumstances which require special 
attention and assistance from the 
priest who prepares them for 
marriage. 

c Pastoral guidelines for handling 
these special situations are being 
developed by the Family Life Office 
and will include the following issues: 

YOUTHFUL MARRIAGES. If one 
or both of you are under 19 years of 
age, your priest probably will en- 
courage you to delay setting a date. 
His concern rises out of the great 
many such marriages which fail— 
reportedly as many as three-fourths. 
He wishes to protect you from taking 
a step (sacramental marriage) 
which you may not be fully ready to 
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enter and which may have minimal 
chances for success. 

At the least, he probably will want 
to talk about the marriage with both 
sets of parents and to plan extra 
sessions with you. In most cases, 
your priest will not set a final 
wedding date until he is convinced 
you are sufficiently mature to cope 
with the many responsibilities of 
marriage. 

PREGNANCY. If a pregnancy 
‘exists, you can expect the church to 
be very cautious about marrying 
you, even as it recognizes the dif- 
ficult circumstance you are in. Many 
young people feel that marriage in 
this situation is the most honorable 
thing to do. They want their baby to 
enter life with two parents to raise it. 
But all too often, couples get married 
because they are pressured to do so 
by parents, by one another or out of 
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their own embarrassment and fear of 
censure. 

Some couples manage to over- 
come all the odds against successful 
marriage, but the vast majority fail, 
especially those who are quite young 
or who didn’t seriously plan to wed 
until the pregnancy occurred. 
Divorce reportedly is 90 percent 
when one or both partners are in 
their teens. 

All of this does not mean the 
priest will refuse to witness your 
marriage, but at the very least, it 
means he will want to probe your 
reasons for wishing to marry, 
evaluate your general maturity and 
readiness, and he will expect you to 
go through what he regards as the 
necessary steps in preparation. 

INACTIVE CATHOLICS. If you or 

your future spouse are Catholic but 
have stopped practicing the faith, . 
you can expect your priest to spend 
additional time with you. He will 
want to discuss your understanding 
of and feelings about the church and 
to assist you in renewing your 
religious life. 

If you have no serious plan to 
become actively Catholic again, he 
may well want to discuss your 
feelings and reasons for marrying in 
the church. 

INTERFAITH COUPLES. Half, 
perhaps more, of all Catholic 
marriages these days involve an 
interfaith union. While stern at- 
titudes toward such marriages have 
softened, the church still generally 
prefers two Catholics to marry one 
another. 

A marriage of a Catholic and 
another Christian is normally seen as 
less problematic than marriage 
between a Catholic and a non- 
Christian because the latter are 
likely to differ so fundamentally on 
so many key value issues.-If you are 
an interfaith couple, you can expect 
extra counseling during your 
marriage preparation. 

The priest will explain and expect 
the Catholic party to sign promises 
that he/she intends to continue 
living as a Catholic and will do all in © 
his or her power to raise their 
children as Catholics. These 
promises are to be made in the 
presence of the non-Catholic partner, 
and both of you will be urged to 
discuss their meaning and im- 
plementation in your life together. 

COUPLES GEOGRAPHICALLY 
APART. Always a difficulty, it arises 
when the man and woman work in 
different cities or when one is in the 
service or at college. If this is your 
situation, the parish will try to work 
out a realistic plan for adequate 
preparation, at least for you in the 
archdiocese. The person living away 
should be encouraged to seek some 
form of preparation by contacting 
the parish or family life office 

locally. 

At the least, the two of you should 
. try to schedule some unhurried and 
private time together before your 
wedding day. There are two weekend 
programs in the archdiocese which 
offer this opportunity: the Tobit 
weekend, held each month at 
Alverna Center in Indianapolis, and 
Engaged Encounter, regularly 
scheduled in various locations 
(contact Family Life Office for 
details). Less desirable, but also a 
possibility is a one-day Pre Cana 
Conference, held in Indianapolis each 
month (except December ) and in 
other locations. 

OLDER COUPLES AND SECOND 
MARRIAGES. The church seeks to 
show special sensitivity to such 
couples, although this doesn’t mean 
they are exempt from some form of 
preparation. Often, in fact, those who 
have been married before are in 
need of special counseling because of 
attitudinal carryovers from their 
previous relationships. 

If you are marrying late in life or 
are entering a second marriage in 
the church, the priest will adapt the 
marriage preparation policy to your 
individual circumstances and needs. 
He may recommend attendance at 
Pre Cana II, a special one-day of- 
fering available twice a year at the 
Catholic Center in Indianapolis. This 
program deals with special issues 
such as personal flexibility, family 
attitudes toward the marriage, at- 
titudes carried into the new 
relationship, more complex financial 
decisions, and the blending of two 
families. 

VALIDATION. If you previously 
have married without church sanc- 
tion but now wish to have your 
marriage validated by the church, 
your parish priest will assist you. 
You should know, however, that 
marriage outside the church does not 
exempt you from preparation which 
the priest feels best meets your 
needs. 
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By Joe Michael Feist 
News Service . 

To American Indians, said 
‘ather Collins Jordan, ‘‘all of 
other Earth is considered sacred, 

and whatever she produces. The 
‘environment is sacred and there’s 
@ feeling that it’s better not to 
disturb what God created. Rocks 
and animals are sacred, so much 
‘so that Indians will even take the 
fame of an animal.” 

In a real sense, he added, the 
Spiritual heritage of Indians 
reveals a sacramental vision. 

Father Jordan is a descendant of 
he famous Chief Red Cloud of 
the Oglala Sioux and of Chief 
Hollow Horn Bear of the Brule 
Sioux. In June he became the first 
native American to be ordained a 
priest for the Diocese of Rapid Ci- 
ty, S.D. 

A teacher and basketball coach 
for more than 40 years, Father 
Jordan, 68, ministers to the Spring 
Creek and Two Strike com- 
munities on the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation in south-central South 
Dakota 

In an interview, the priest 
described the spirituality of In- 
dians as ‘‘almost pantheistic’? — 
the doctrine that all physical laws 
and forces and manifestations are 
God. 

But in another sense, Father Jor- 
dan commented, the religious 
beliefs of Indians are similar to 
the Catholic belief in sacramentali- 
ty — the idea that God is present 
and works on our behalf in and 
through visible, material realities. 

You can’t discover all there is 
to know about the church's 
sacramental vision by sitting on 
the crest of a mountain some- 
where and allowing the goodness 
of God’s world to make its impact 
on you. But you might find a 
clue. 

Does God speak back to people 
through the world around them? 

At the beginning of each 
sacramental celebration, the world 
around us includes the celebrant 
and the people together, the bread 
and the wine for the Eucharist or 
the water for baptism, the society 
beyond the church. 

Where does God wait in this 
world? How will our entry into 
this world God created restore 
and renew us? 

  
(Gibson is editor of Faith 

Today.)   

The spiritual heritage 
st American Indians 

“Yes, (Indians) would see that 
— using sacrament as a sign of 
divinity, seeing God in everything 
around them,”’ agreed Jesuit 
Father Ted Zuern. He is associate 
director of the Bureau of Catholic 
Indian Missions, which represents 
the church in its apostolate to 
American Indians. 

The bureau is headquartered in 
a red brick house, once owned by 
philanthropist Katharine Drexel, 
in downtown Washington, D.C. 

Father Zuern, who has worked 
for more than 30 years in social, 
pastoral and educational concerns 
in a number of Indian com- 
munities, noted that Indians never 
lost the feeling of mystery and 
awe associated with the universe. 

Moreover, he added, they are 
“‘a people capable of living with 
that mystery. In our modern 
world, there is something that 
dislikes mystery. We're always 
seeking a technical answer to 
everything.”’ 

That mystery, he indicated, 
translates to a reverence for all 
creation. To Indians, he said, ~ 
everything is a gift that should be 
used carefully. 

“The way our modern world 
looks at nature is as a treasure 
trove that you can exploit so long 
as you have the technology,” 
Father Zuern said. ‘Indians are 
closer to the seasons, the cycles of 
life. With them it’s more a case of 
adjusting to what the Creator has 
provided.”’ 

Father Zuern indicated that the 
Caucasian culture could learn 
much, from many aspects of In- 
dian culture. And he indicated 
that missionaries need to know 
how to build on many of these 
religious values among the people. 

In addition to the reverence for 
all creation, he cited the impor- 
tance of the extended family to 
Indians, the great sense of com- 
munity and the respect and love 
for older generations. 

The idea of family was, and is, 
paramount, he said. In the Sioux 
tribe, he said, children addressed 
the brothers of their father as 
father. All the sisters of the 
mother were also called mother. 
Therefore, he continued, you had 
no first cousins, only brothers and 
sisters. 

Also important, he added, is the 
Indians’ sense that prayer is pro- 
per at all times. ‘‘They had a 
sense, no matter. what they were 
doing, of giving thanks. There was 
a living with a sense of the 
Creator at all times. And there 
was a relationship there between 
the Creator and themselves.”’ 

(Feist is associate editor of 
Faith Today.) 

FOOD... 

Society needs a ‘‘whole new 
way of thinking and acting’’ that 
would amount to a revolutionary 
shift “‘in our present patterns 
and habits of life,’’ said Father 
Philip Murnion, director of the 
New York-based National 
Pastoral Life Center. He spoke to 
a recent convention of the Na- 
tional Federation of Priests 
Councils in San Antonio, Texas. 

“There lie in the heart of the 
church the capacities not only to 
build the community of the 
church, but also to help form the 
human family,’’ Father Murnion 
stated. 

The “‘basic qualities of our 
sacramental tradition offer a 
belief and perspective, a way of 
thinking and acting that are 
desperately needed today,” 
Father Murnion explained. Here 
he pointed especially to the 
value placed by the church on 
the bonds among people — the 
community. 

It boils down to a question of 
values, he indicated: How do 
you evaluate the success of 
things? Which matters more, 
relationships among people or 
the acquisition of belongings? 

Father Murnion said he did not 
claim that. the Catholic Church 
alone possesses qualities vital for 
today’s society. But, he observ- 
ed, qualities vital for society are 
instrinsic to the church. 

He expressed concern about 
some current values in society — 

...for discussion 

1. When Father Lawrence Mick 
spoke with a young woman who 
said she didn’t need the church 
because she could find God by 
taking a walk in the woods on 
Sunday morning, how did he 
respond? 

2. Father Mick suggests that 
Christianity is a ‘‘materialistic’’ 
religion. What is the special way 
he uses the term ‘‘materialistic’’? 

3. David Gibson thinks that 
“God speaks back to people 
through the world around 
them.”’ And he suggests that God 
addresses people through the 
world that is around them when 
the sacraments are celebrated: 
the priest and the other people, 
the bread and wine for the 
Eucharist or the water for bap- ~ 
tism, and the society beyond the 
church. What does the writer 
mean? 

Faith Today © Page 3 

  

...for thought 
for example, a trend toward 
radical individualism or a 
tendency to evaluate people and- 
things only in light of their 
usefulness. | 

“What is missing’’ in our 
society, he contended, ‘‘are the 
ingredients of a moral communi- 
ty in terms of which we can 
decide how to use our capacities 
and resources for a common 
good.”’ 

Worshiping together draws 
people into a community, Father 
Murnion suggested, helping them 
to learn that a bond connects 
human beings — a bond to one 
another and to God. 

Participating in the sacraments 
and especially the Eucharist helps 
us see that “‘to be distinctively 
Catholic is to be committed to 
the intrinsic link between the in- 
dividual and the community,” he 
‘added, 

In the community, people 
learn to live “within a structure 
of faith and worship which 
undergirds all action and gives 
all life meaning,"’ Father Murnion 
said. 

Of course, he added, the 
church community itself needs to 
reflect “‘its sacramental condition’ 
in the many ways that a parish 
addresses the joys, problems, 
challenges and crises of human 
life, in the many efforts to bring 
people together in fellowship 
and action.” 

SECOND HELPINGS 
In a new encyclical, Pope 

John Paul Il highlights the role 
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, the 
ninth-century Greek brothers. 
He believes strongly that they 
are saints whose lives bear a 
message for the modern world. 
Men of Hellenic culture and 
Byzantine training, they were 
“the connecting links or 

|. Spiritual bridge between the 
Eastern and Western tradi- 
tions,”’ the pope writes. The 

to the life of the church.” Their 
example stands us in good 
Stead even today, the pope 
Said. (The encyclical appeared 
in the publication titled Origins, 
NC Documentary Service, 
1312 Mass. Ave. N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20005. 
Single copy, $3, prepaid: 
multiple-copy rates on request.)   
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 

Lost in a 
By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 

“I’m lost!’ Jim said to himself 
‘ with a shudder. 

‘The path must be over there,”’ 
he thought. ‘‘The deer ran straight 
from the path to here.” 

He searched out what he 
thought was the path he took 
when he ran after the young deer. 
He walked for five minutes. There 
was no sight of the path. There 
was no sound of his friends. 

“PH go back to where I lost 
sight of the deer,’’ he decided. 
But he could not guess in which 
direction that spot was. So he just 
walked through the shadowy 
woods hoping to find a way out. 

The woods became darker and 
darker. He began to hear sounds 
he had never heard before. His 
heart beat faster. Then the soft 
patter of rain dampened the other 
sounds, except for the distant 
rumble of thunder. 

“A storm is blowing up,”’ Jim 
told himself. As the rain fell more 
steadily, Jim found a small hol!ow 
in a large rock formation. He 
crouched down, safe from the 

storm 
rain. 

Just as he breathed a sigh of 
relief, a tremendous thunderclap 
made him jump. A lightning bolt 
struck nearby, lighting up the 
woods. Jim trembled in awe and 
fear. 

“God, be with me!’’ he prayed. 
Jim felt God’s power close to him 
as another lightning bolt crashed 
into the forest. 

Soon the storm passed. The 
rains stopped. ‘I’ve got to find 
my way back to the troop,”’ he 
decided. So he began again to 
pick his way through the 

. darkness. The leaves on the 
ground were soft and wet. 

The deep darkness of the woods 
slowly seemed to brighten with 
moments of moonlight. After 
about half an hour Jim walked out 
of the woods into a large clearing. 
He looked up. The moon sailed 
silently above a few remaining 
clouds. The rest of the sky was 
dotted with sparkling stars. 

Jim stared in wonder. ‘‘I’ve 
never seen anything so beautiful,”’ 
he sighed. He could not take his 
eyes off the black sky with its 
thousands of diamond stars and 

  

1. Jim was lost in the 
2. When it began to rain, 

,Jim hid among some ___. 
3. The sky was filled with 
4. Jim's uncle was named ____ 
5. The ___ sailed overhead. 
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Word Game 

Read this week’s children’s story. 
Then work the puzzle based on the story. The clues 

will help you fill in the blanks. 
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HOW ABOUT YOU? 
O In our story, Jim wanted to pray but coukin’t think of words t 
say. How do you think he could have prayed at that moment? 

Children’s Reading Corner 

“‘Maroo of the Winter Caves” by Ann Turnbull tells of a family liv- 

    

°o
    

       

the gliding silver moon. 
He felt linked in a strange way 

with each star, with the whole 
world. “They are so far away but 
feel so close,” he thought. Jim 
stood there for a long time. God 
felt very close to him. He felt like 
praying but couldn’t think of 
what to say. 

He tried to count the stars but 
there were far too many. ‘‘I 
wonder if God knows how many 
there are,”’ he thought. 

Suddenly a familiar voice broke 
his contemplation. ‘‘Jim, thank 
God we've found you!” 

It was his Uncle Marvin, the 
scoutmaster. A forest ranger was 
with him. They had strong 
flashlights. 

Jim ran to his uncle. They held 
each other for a few moments. 
Jim began to tremble with relief 
and joy. “‘I was scared,” Jim ad- 
mitted. ‘“‘But God seemed closer 
than ever.”’ 

(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of catechetical works, scripture 
stories and original stories for 
children.) 

   

  

  
  

  

Healing 
Bringing Holy Communion to an 

85-year-old shut-in in the poverty- 
ridden backwoods of southern Mis- 
souri is one way Sister Mary Claudia 
Wissman, D.C., serves God. 

Because she is a registered nurse, 
Sister Mary brings medical assistance 
to a deprived people who rarely see 
either a doctor or a hospital. She 
serves with two other sisters who are 
religious education and social services 
experts. 
Supported by a grant from the 

Catholic Church Extension Society, 
they work as a team to heal the spirit 
and bodies of people who will never 
realize the American dream. Their 

work is demanding, frustrating, re- 
warding—and vital. But their team is 
too small to succeed alone. It needs 
you. 

Join us and become a member of the 
, Extension Society team. Although you 

won't be present personally in the 
home missions, your impact will be felt 
in this holy effort. we can 
bring the word of Christ to those who 
might never hear it. 

Write for a free subscription to 
Extension magazine today and discov- 
er the difference you can make. 

we can achieve God's goal 
here in our own beloved country. 

Catholic Church   CA)EXTENSION sooe0, 
35 Eaet Wecker Drive, Room Room 400F * Chicago, Winois GO601 
  

  

    

  

     



  

  

       The Criterion, September 20, 1985 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE SUNODAY—— 
READINGS 

Richard 
Cain 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 
Psalm 54;3-6, 8 
James 3: 16-4:3 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1985 Mark 9:30-37 

    

  

the Saints “ 
  

  

  

     
This Sunday’s first reading comes from 

the first part of the Book of Wisdom. One of 
the last of the Old Testament books to be 
written, Wisdom was composed by a Jew in 
Alexandria to encourage other Jews to 
keep to their faith despite the attractions of 
popular worldly philosophies. 

The first part of the book consists of a 
kind of loose debate between the ‘‘just one” 
and the wicked. The first reading is taken 
from the first speech of the wicked. They 
have taken a stand against the “just one” 
because the example of his life forces them 
to see the injustice of their own ways. 
Since the just one claims God as his 
defender, they decide to test him with 
revilement, torture and a shameful death. 

The writer was probably speaking 
primarily in metaphor about his own 
suffering and that of all who stand up for 
justice in the face of evil. But these words 
were prophetic in that they were literally 
fulfilled in the life of the true “just one,” 
Jesus Christ. 

There is a challenge and an en- 
couragement for us here. One of the 
beatitudes says: “Blest are those per- 
secuted for holiness’ sake; they shall be 
called sons of God.” (Matt. 5:10) Are we 
manifesting justice and holiness enough in 
our lives that those who deliberately seek 
injustice are confronted by our example? 

we are made to suffer for our 
example as Christ did for his, then we can 
take comfort in this evidence that the spirit 
of the ‘‘just one’’ is at work in us. 

If the first reading is the response of the 
wicked to the just one, then this Sunday’s 
gospel reading is the response of the just 
one to the wicked. The reading may be 
broken into three parts. First, Jesus made 
a prediction to his disciples. Second, the 
disciples misunderstood. Finally, Jesus 
responded to their misunderstanding by 
giving an insight. 

The prediction Jesus made concerned 
his coming suffering, death and 
resurrection. After Jesus made it, we are 
told that though the disciples ‘failed to 
understand his words, they were afraid to 
question him.”: Why were they afraid? We 
are not told. But instead of bringing that 
fear to Jesus, the disciples went off and 

    
    
     
     

   
   

        

   
   
   

    

  

    
    
    

   
   
   
   
   

    

     

    
   
    

   
   
   
        
   
   
   
   

  

AT A 50% OR BETTER SAVINGS 
JUST FOR YOU 

      
PAPER ART'S FACTORY OUTLET 
We Specialize in Seconds, Returns, Over-Runs 

and Out-of-Line Paper Party Goods 

argued about who was the most important 
among them 

How mixed are the motives of men! 
Part of the reason the disciples followed 
Jesus is that they wanted to be important. 
Jesus was the messiah who would usher in 
a glorious kingdom and they wanted to get 
in on the ground floor. Perhaps they didn’t 
want to deal with his prediction because it 
would completely upset their whole plan for 

Jesus responded 
insight into what made one important: “If 
anyone wishes to rank first, he must 
remain the last one of all and the servant of 
all.” 

According to Jesus, God’s concept of 
importance is exactly the opposite of our 
human concept. Contrary to what we think, 
importance comes not in receiving honor 
but in giving service. For the more we give, 
the more dependent we are on God. The Highsmith 
more dependent we are on God, the closer Floral 
we are to him. The closer we are to God, the 
most important being in the universe, the “SERVICE AND more he is able to work through us. And the SATISFACTION”’ 
more he is able to work through us, the 
more importa we become in the unfolding 925-6961 

’s creation. 
CRONIN/MARER/ Then, by hugging a child, Jesus offered SPEEDWAY 

a second insight into the nature. of im- Indianapolis 
portance: ‘‘Whoever welcomes a child such 
as this for my sake welcomes me. And 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me, 

by gi 

but him who sent me. 

Jesus had just told the disciples that, 
like him, they must become the servants of 
others. In the Aramaic that Jesus spoke, 
the word for “‘servant” and “child” are the 
same. Through his action, Jesus was 

: saying that the disciples should become the 
servants of servants, those who are most 
lowly in the world’s eyes. For to God, those 
that the world regards as least important 
are most important to him and in a special 
way are his representatives. 

How do we measure importance? Who 
are we serving? And why? It is a great 
comfort to know that we do not need to 
worry about our importance. For if we let 
go of it by serving others, especially those 
that are unimportant in the eyes of others, 
we shall be finding our true importance. 

    

  

— NOW AVAILABLE — 

Shop Early 

SPECIAL SALE 

Plastic Table Coverings . .$1.00 

  

Halloween, Thanksgiving 
Christmas & New Year’s . 

p——=Can’t be Beat——— 

  
Plastic Table Skirting .. .$1.35 
Taper Cancles .....10¢ each 
Votive Candies . .5/$1.00 
  

Many Other Sale items too Numerous to Mention 

  

        

          

        
    

  

GRAB BAGS — $1.00 each 
Senior Citizens — 10% Discount 

     
  

         Plastic Coated Plates. ..1¢Each — 3-Ply Napkins 
11” Plates 5¢ Each 
By the Plece, Pound, Pack or Case 

For Clubs, Churches, Socials and Weddings 

1¢ Each 

           

  

All Occasion Paper Party Goods 

5 0 % BELOW 
RETAIL 

Mon. thu Fi—10 to 6; Sat—9 to 2 We Deliver 

SSN ARLINGTON Ba7.a7gg 

      

      
    

       
    

       

ving them a new 

ST. VINCENT VINCENT, ALSO KNOWN AS 
MADELGAIRE, MAUGER, AND 
VINCENT OF SOIGNIES, WAS BORN 
IN STREPY LES BINCHE, HAINAULT, 
IN 615. ABOUT 635 HE MARRIED 
ST. WALDRU. THEY HAD FOUR 
CHILDREN. ALTHOUGH DETAILS 
OF HIS LIFE ARE SKETCHY, HE 
PROBABLY WENT TO IRELAND AND 
BROUGHT BACK SEVERAL 
MISSIONARY MONKS. 

AROUND 643 HE BECAME A 
BENEDICTINE MONK AT AN ABBEY 
HE HAD FOUNDED IN 642 AT 
HAUTMONT, (HIS WIFE WAS TO 
BECOME A‘NUN), HE TOOK 
THE NAME VINCENT AND 
LATER BECAME ABBOT. 

VINCENT ALSO ESTABLISHED 
A MONASTERY ON HIS ESTATE 
AT SOIGNIES, BELGIUM, WHERE 
HE DIED ON JULY (4, 677, 
HIS FEAST IS SEPT. 20. 

   
  

  

  
Open Year Round For All 

Your Plant Needs. 

HEIDENREICH 
GREENHOUSES 
Growing For You For 4 Generations 

502 E. National Avenue 786-1 528   
  

ron ron PLUG nas 
Precious Feet People” 

Box 730 & Taylor, AZ 86039 
‘Acompiete ine of Pro-Life, Pro-Femily tena. 

{ROCK BOTTOM prices. 

   
    

  

@ “Precious Feet’: (idemticel in shape 
2nd site to the tiny feet of a 10 week 

a 

  

  

  

(1 Block North of Hanna Between US 31 & 431) 

-A smile is love's silent song 

  

INDIANA PAINT AND 
ROOFING COMPANY 

825 Weetfleld Blvd. (in Broadripple) indianapolis, indiana 46220 
« ROOFING ¢ PAINTING ¢ GUTTERS 

« INSULATION 

253-0431 
Gary Robling, Owner 

“Protection From The Top Down” 

_WE RECOMMEND GAF® BUILDING MATERIALS     
  

  

2313 W. Washington St. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

USHER 
Funeral Home, Inc 

Anna C. Usher 

632-9352 

Wm. A. Usher 

Frank E. Johns 

  

  

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE! 

UPHOLSTERY 
  

    

  

    

Discount i B [ 
Upholstery, 

Drapery & Foam Cushion Cut to Order 
Slip Cover While You Wait. 

Fabric VISIT OUR BRAND NEW 

BARGAIN ROOM 
OPEN DAILY 0 e 

e cue (Oircle Fabric 
TOAMto4PM | 3046 N. Sh Ave. 545-2318       

ADD YEARS TO YOUR LIFE... 
LIFE TO YOUR YEARS 

Worry-free living, good eating, medical attention, 
friendly companionship, and active recreation can add 
years to your life! And the ionship and activities 
found at our Village makes those “extra” years more 
enjoyable and rewarding. 

  

Free transportation to Church and shopping. 

Westside Christian 8616 W. 10th St. 
Syria Village,Inc, —_ indianapolis, IN 46234 

A Continuing Care Retiroment Community (317) 271-1020 
VISIT US TODAY. . . OR CALL OR WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
  

  
| would like details about Westside Christian 
Retirement Village, Inc. | understand there is 
absolutely NO obligation. 

NAMI 

ADDRESS. 

CIry. 

Bd ta ca oc ic a lees 

PRONE yi55 Se a 

BEST TIME TO CALL: 

    

  

      

  

 



  

  

  
  

  

Che Active   

       

      

September 22-23 
Workshops on “Spirituality,” 

“Psychology and Spirituality” 
and “Peacemaking” will be of- 
fered at the Franciscan Her- 
mitage in indianapolis by Scott 
Peck. For more information call 

  

  

  

    

  

@ 
; ios the Hermitage at 317-545-0742. 

é ~ f 

X =O September 23 
The Active List of parish and church: rela : bitline 2 h celated activities. Divorce programs will meet from sommeunete Sil be ee Se a een! location. Ne am ‘a 7-9 p.m. at the Catholic Center, nouncements taken telephone. pictures, . or bring notices: our . . offices by Friday prior to the week of publication. 1400 N. Meridian in Indianapolis. 

n= Send to: The Active List, 1400 N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 46206 wee 
A Mature Living Seminar for September 20 and Pam Weber 812-283-0931 or “St. Francis: Troubador of senior citi pestering : Mount St. Francis at 812-491-9583. God’s Peace,” an award-winning Energi vs. Inhibitors,” will - Separated, Divorced and kak drama _ perf by be offered from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in terested in music for worship are Education Center at the corner of Remarried Catholics will meet at Leonardo Defilippis, will be Marian Hall, Rm. 251, at Marian invited to attend. For dinner Kessler and Crittenden Avenue. 7 p.m. at The Catholic Center, 

14th and Meridian, Indianapolis, 

information, call 317-236-1596 
(day) or 317-259-8140 or 317-255- 
3121 (night). 

ree 

A natural family planning 
class will be offered at the 
Catholic Center at 7:30 p.m. The 
fee is $15. To register, call 317-236- 
1596. 

September 20-21-22 
A Basic Enneagram 

Workshop will be held at the 
Beech Grove Benedictine Center. 
It will be conducted by Father 
Pat O'Leary. For information 
call 317-788-7581. 

tae 

A Marriage Encounter 
Weekend will be held at Mount St. 

Susan Knight 812-282-4547, 

A Women’s Serenity Retreat 
will be held at Fatima Retreat 
Center, 5353 E. 56th St., In- 
dianapolis. For more information 
call the center at 317-545-7681. 

September 21 
An Adult Dance will be held 

from 8 p.m. to midnight in the 
parish hall at St. Maurice, 
Decatur 

The Catholic Widowed 
will have a steak 

cookout at the 4th Estate starting 
at 3:30 p.m. Dinner will be served 
at 5:30. Register by Sept. 18 by 
calling the Family Life Office 317- 
236-1506. gy 

Presented at Marian College at 8 
p.m. Admission is free. For more 
information, contact Alverna 
Retreat Center (317) 257-7338. 

September 21-22 
A vocation retreat weekend 

for women (high school seniors 
and older) will be held at Our 
Lady of Grace Convent, 1402 
Southern Ave., Beech Grove. For 
more information contact Sister 
Marian Yohe 317-787-3287. 

September 22 
Knights of Columbus Council 

No. 6923 and its Ladies Auxiliary 
will host an Oktoberfest from 
noon to 7 p.m. at St. Louis de 
Montfort, 11441 Hague Rd., 

  

St. Simon Parish Athletic Booster Club 
presents 

space for $10 or a 
table for $4 by writing to P. Stack, 
410 Oakham Place, Noblesville, 
Ind. 46060. 

the 

An open house will be held 
following Mass at 2 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart Church, 1530 Union 
St. in Indianapolis for those in- 
terested in finding out more about 
the Secular Franciscans of the 
Sacred Heart Fraternity. 
Everyone is invited. The open 
house will be held in the parish 
hall. 

College. A small donation is 
suggested. Bring a bag lunch or 
purchase a lunch at the cafeteria. 
Franciscan Sister Olga Wit- 
tekind, professor of psychology at 
Marian, will discuss managing 
the emotions of guilt, fear, anger 
and 

kik 

Separated, Divorced and 
Remarried Catholics will meet at 
7 p.m. at the Catholic Center, 1400 
N. Meridian St. in Indianapolis 
for a pitch-in dinner. For more 
information, call (317) 236-1596 
days or (317) 255-3121 evenings. 

September 24 
A Natural Family Planning 

class will be offered at St. John’s, 

held from 7:30-9 p.m. at Alverna 
Retreat Center, 8140 Spring Mill 
Rd. in Indianapolis. The theme is 
Jesus’ hirth and infancy and is 
based on the Gospel of Matthew. 

September 27 
The Indianapolis Chapter of 

Pastoral Musicians will meet at 
6:30 p.m. for a social at the 
Catholic Center, 1400 N. Meridian 
in Indianapolis. Dinner will 
follow at 7 and a business meeting 
at 8 p.m. All involved or in- 

reservations, call Tracy E. Tracy 
(317) 630-7679 or Denise Cun- 
ningham (317) 271-0239 by Sept. 
23. 

September 27-28 
A Country “Fare” will beheld of the 

at St. Malachy, 326 N. Green St. in 
Brownsburg and will include a 
hog roast, country music, bingo 
and booths. Times are Friday, 6- 
10 p.m., and Saturday, noon-10 
p.m. For more information call 
Gary Wilson (317) 852-8331. 

September 27-28-29 
A Six Roads to Inner Peace 

Retreat will be held at the Fatima 
Retreat House, 5353 E. 56th St. in 
Indianapolis. For more in- 

nik 

There is no charge for North 
Deanery catechists. 

kee 

The St. Andrew Grade School 

information, all Peggy 
McGuinness Dermody (317) 844- 
9015. 

ae 

The Sisters of St. Francis at 
Oldenburg invite friends and 
their families to a day of pic- 
nicking, games, fun and friend- 
ship at the motherhouse in 
Oldenburg. The day will begin at 
11 a.m. and end around 5 p.m. 
after liturgy. 

tek 
3410 W. Third St. in formation, call the house at (317) i i at 7:30 p.m. The fee is $15. To 545-7681. Aine Veons Night will be held register or for more information, or at St. Simon, 6400 Roy Rd. in call (812) 339-6006. : Indianapolis, from 8 p.m.-2 a.m. 

5 Ei The Mt. St. Francis Retreat There will be canes, Rr 
Center will hold a retreat for refreshments, free draft beer (| 

September 26 women. For more information, 11 p.m.) and door prizes. Ad- A Bible study evening will be Callthe center at (812) 923-8817. "mission $1. 

A Tobit Weekend for engaged costa tec engaged = September 28- 29 
Alverna Retreat Center, 8140 A Country Store with many 

Spring Mill Rd., in Indianapolis items, including 
from 7:30 p.m. Friday to 3 p.m. 
Sunday. For more information 
call (317) 257-7338. 

September 28 
A Indianapolis North Deanery 

Catechist Workshop will 
be held from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
at Christ the King Religious 

Halloween and Christmas 
decorations, and homemade 

~canned goods and baked items 
will be offered by the Women’s 
Club at Our Lady of the Green- 
wood Church, 335 S. Meridian St. 
in Greenwood. The store will be 
open Saturday 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

and Sunday 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(Continued on next page) 

  
10-Day — PILGRIMAGE TO ROME — $640 BROAD RIPPLE 
Service to the Catholic community, non-profit, is the aim of 
the Daughters of-Isabella, whose non-commercial 
makes it possible for many to fulfill their dream of a visit to 
St. Peters with attendance at a Papal Audience. 

The ten-day trip, through seven countries, including jet fight, 
deluxe motor coach travel, good tourist hotels with bath and 
breakfast cost only $550 from New York or Boston, $640 
from Chicago or Detroit — a savings of hundreds of dollars. 
Everyone is welcome, even non-Catholic friends of pilgrims. 

KINDERGARTEN & PREP SCHOOL 
EDUCATIONAL CHILD CARE 

HOURS: 6:30 AM— 6:00 PM 257-8434 

— ACCEPTING REGISTRATION FOR — 
TODDLERS THRU AGE 12 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE AVAILABLE FOR ELEMENTARY CHILOREN 

  

  

Saturday, September 28 
8 PM to 2 AM Depart Fridays in November. Europe is typically warmer than 6543 FERGUSON AVENUE 812 E. 67th STREET 

THRU AGE 2) (AGES: 2-SCHOOL AGE) the Northeastern United States in November and uncrowded 253-1643 257-8434 
Rome is far more comfortable than in August! 
For information write: Daughters of Isabella, 1328 Main, 
Parkville, MO 64152 or phone (816) 931-2677 evenings 
or weekends. The cost of the call will be refunded with the 
brochure. Another pilgrimage is proposed for March '86. 
5-day extension returning via Lourdes and Paris. 

Discounts available to priests willing to assist. 

SCHWINN 

A Cahoie] 7 = 

evival 
be) | 

iSite Jor Gregor 

  

~ Games Food v Refreshments 
~ Free Draft Beer (a-11 pm 

8400 Roy Road, Indpis. 
Door Prizes « Adults Only » Admission $1.00 

  

Weekend Retreat 
sponsored by 

Legion of Mary & 
World: Apostolate of 

Our Lady of Fatima (Blue Army) 

October 11th-13th, 1985 
at 

Fatima Retreat House 

          

          
         

  
5 Prayer 

An Wer Singing Retreat Master: Rev. James Moriarty Sepiember 27, 28, 29 Witness ing Suggested Offering: $55 per person 
Scripture Each Evening from ZOO-9:00pm 

FRIDAY: “Encounter Him? with Rev. Clarence Woldon, Holy Angels 
SATURDAY: “Follow Him” — with Rev. Poul Londwerlen, St. Gobriel 

SUNDAY: “Grow in Him” with Rev. Harold Knueven, 

ASR 

Send Reservations and $10 Deposit to: 

Fatima Retreat House 
5353 East 56th Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46226 

St. Stmon   
8400 Roy Road 
(Just North ond East of 21st ond Fronklin)   — Everyone Welcome —           
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Report to synod on church in U.S. 
(Continued from page 1) 

“cultural factors originating outside the 
church and the council account for many 
recent in Catholic life in the 
United States, as in many other countries.” 

He added that ‘there are grounds for 
thinking that such factors would have done 
more harm to Catholic life than they have, 
were it not for the council and postconciliar 
renewal.” 

He also said, however, that church 
leaders had sometimes harmed im- 
plementation of the council when they 
“either resisted the Vatican II reforms or 
advanced personal agendas in the name of 
renewal.” 

While generally praising the council 
itself and the quality of its implementa- 
tion in the church in the U.S., Bishop 
Malone acknowledged numerous problems 
and rough edges and an unfinished agenda. 
One of the greatest needs, he argued, is for 
“renewed, serious efforts at all levels in the 
church to learn and interiorize” the 
council’s teachings. 

“Fewer people studied the 

council’s doctrine than speak of it,” he 
wrote, ‘‘and fewer have made it fully their 
own than have studied it.” 

The 1962-65 council issued 16 official 
documents on major areas of church life, 
starting one of the most thoroughgoing 
programs of renewal in the history of the 
church. 

Among major benefits flowing from the 

council in the United States, Bishop Malone 
cited the extensive renewal in liturgy and 
worship, including greater appreciation of 
Scripture, spiritual renewal among priests 

ligious, ecumenical and interfaith 
understanding, and strong Catholic 
education in the country which ‘‘continues 
to maintain the world’s largest system of 
Catholic schools at all lev 

He also praised ‘“‘a healthy emphasis” 
on social justice alongside personal 
morality in moral teaching and said that 
collegiality and shared responsibility have 
been developed in the U.S. church to the 
point that “‘listening, dialogue and con- 
sultation are now taken for granted and 
significantly enhance the involvement of 
Catholics in the church.” 

» Bishop 
warned of “‘a blurring of the roles of the 
ordained and non-ordained.” 

In liturgy, he said continuing renewal 
Piramal a high priority.” He noted a 
decline in Mass att among U.S. 
Catholics in years following the council, but 
he said that it was “not directly at- 
tributable to the council” and is still 
“encouragingly high” when compared with 
rates of Mass attendance in other coun- 
tries. 

He focused on catechetics and con- 
science formation as key issues in post- 
conciliar years but said that ‘‘a working 

The ACTIVE List 
(Continued from page 28) 

September 29 
A Lecture “What Catholics 

Always Wanted to Know About 
Divorce, But Were Afraid to 
Ask,” will be held from 5-9 p.m. at 
St. Luke, 7575 Holliday Drive the 
(two blocks west of Meridian St.) 
in Indianapolis. The speaker is all members 
Fr. Jim Farrell. There is no cost 
for the lecture and light supper 
but a donation is suggested. 

reek 

A Shooting Match for beef, 
pork, ham and turkey will be held 
at St. Mark on S.R. 145 six miles 
north of Tell City in Perry 

County. There will be food, Columbus. The course is located 
refreshments, games and a 
country store. Handmade quilts 
will be raffled.” 

kek 

A Leadership Conference will 
be held from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at 

wee 

A golf outing will be held at 8 
a.m. at South Westway Golf 
Course for members of the Kevin 
Berry Division, nae ie 
of Hibernians and 
Bowery Comm of oo Reignt od 

at 8400 Mann Rd. For in- 
formation, Hibernians should call 
Jack McGinley at 317-255-5933, or 
317-359-9123, and K. of C. members 
should call Carl Edwards at 317- 
748-8445 after 5 p.m. 

kkk 

A Knights of St. John Ladies’ 
Auxiliary No. 308 card party will 
be held at 2 p.m: at the St. 
Therese of Lisieux (Little 

Indianapolis. 
be door prizes, coffee and pie. 
Admission is $1.25. All are 
welcome. 

consensus ...has begun to emerge” on 
“how to strike the right balance between 
‘content’ and ‘experience’”’ in religious 
education. 

He said there is a need “to re-instill in 
Catholics generally a commitment to 
evangelization and a sense of mission, as 
well as a correct understanding of 
ecumenism.” 

He also argued for “increased doctrinal 
and moral content’ in homilies without 
undercutting the emphasis on Bible-based 
preaching recovered by Catholics since the 

doctrinal 

suggested, would be to place more em- 
phasis on the second reading at Mass, 
which is usually drawn from the letters of 
the apostles to early Christian com- 
munities. 

On U.S. religious life, Bishop Malone 
praised the “fine work being done by a 

2 

special commission chaired by Archbishop 
John R. Quinn” of San Francisco to bring 
U.S. bishops and men and women Religious 
together. He urged “prudent openness to 
continued adaptations and ex- 
perimentation” in continuing the renewal 
of religious life, and he called for “the 
further of women Religious 
into policy-making and overall direction of 
the church.” 

authority of bishops, was the topic of the 
only previous extraordinary Synod of 
Bishops, called in 1969 by Pope Paul VI. 

He urged fuller implementation of 
recommendations from the 1969 synod to 
strengthen the role of the Synod of Bishops 
itself. 

He also raised a possibility of ‘a 
national bishops’ synod or plenary council 
to conduct a postconciliar assessment 
paralleling the extraordinary synod’s.”” 

Private schools testimony 
(Continued from page 3) 

Indiana dioceses. The largest decline, 8 
percent, was in Gary. 

He noted that because they are sub- 
sidized by tuition rather than by the state, 
“private schools in Indiana save the state 
over $180 million annually.” For that 
reason, he recommends a tax credit for 
educational expenses, which would apply to 
parents of public and non-public school 
students. Such a law in Minnesota was 
upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1964. 

Others testifying for INPEA included Al 
Vanden Bosch, executive secretary of 
District 3 of Christian Schools International 
and president of INPEA; Erv Henkelmann 

of Lutheran Schools, Fort Wayne; Ron 
McGraw of Heritage Christian School, 

; and William Wood, attorney 
for the Indiana Catholic Conference. 

Wood’s testimony involved what he 
called ‘the constitutional line of demar- 
cation in aid for non-public schools.” It is a 
myth, he said, ‘that a state can not have 
any involvement with non-public schools or 
make any accommodations for non-public 
schools.” 

Two types of payments have been 
allowed by the Supreme Court: tax 
deductions for educational expenses for 
parents of students in public and non-public 
schools, and reimbursement to non-public 
schools for expenses connected with testing 
and record-keeping. Some types of 
payments have been ruled un- 
constitutional: salary supplements to non- 
public school teachers, and tuition reim- 
bursements and tax credits which apply 
only to parents of children in non-public 
schools. 

Public schools can provide bus service 
tonon-public schools, but not for field trips. 

Textbook loan programs for both public 
and non-public school students are 
allowed; loans of educational materials - 
and equipment to non-public schools and 
their students are not. 

Diagnostic services (nursing, dental, 
optometric, speech and hearing) can be 
provided on the site of a non-public school. 
Therapeutic and remedial services for 
speech, hearing, psychological disorders, 
a reading and math can be 
provided to non-public school students, but 
not at the site of the school itself. 

  
  

Pre-plan your funeral 
It’s a good feeling 

knowing it’s done... 

Call on us. Find out more about our 
INDIANA FUNERAL TRUST FUND — 
a special program to help you pre-plan. 

Summers Funeral Chapels 
3040 N. Capitol Ave. 2515 East 34th St. 

924-5329       

St. Bincent de Paul Society 
Memorial Program 

a 

ei 
The symbol shows the giving and receiving 

hands. The hand of Christ gives 
to the world. The hand of the Vincentian 

receives the gift and in turn gives 
to the waiting hand of the poor. 

Memorial donations enable us to fulfill 
the meaning of the symbol. 

Ask Your Funeral Director or Write: 
SVDP Society © Box 19133 © Indianapolis, IN 46219   

|/BLACK TOP DRIVEWAYS 
% NEW ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS OVER GRAVEL * 

787-2401 + 831-5602 

707 E. STOVER 

  

SINCE 1 
Residential & Commercial Specialists 

Licensed + Bonded « Insured 

ROOFING ¢ SIDING * GUTTERS « INSULATION 

636-0666 4c. awn. we 
“Above everything else, ord need a good roof” 
OFFICE & WAREHOUSE — 2902 W. MICHIGAN ST., INDPLS. 

MEMBER — ST. “MICHAEL'S Pana 
  

  

The 
HERMITAGE 

=prestitis—= 

SCOTT PECK, M.D. 
author of THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED 

‘ee, ‘and PEOPLE OF THE LIE 
— SUNDAY LECTURE — 

—_——e 

PSYCHOLOGY” 
Sept. 22, 1985 — 7:00 PM 

North United Methodist Church 
3808 North Meridian Street, 

Indianapolis 

Cost: $12.00 at the door 

For additional information call (317) 545-0742. 

    
        

FIRE/BURGLAR 
ALARMS 

Lease, Sales & Service of 

Complete Alarm System 
for School, Church, 

Commercial or Residential. 

24-HOUR MONITORING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
BILL NELSON __ BILL QUIGLEY 

DAVE ALBAN 

“Locally Owned Since 1950” 

REX ALARM COMPANY 
33 WEST MICHIGAN STREET, INDPLS. 

636-3013     
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There will be a weekend 
retreat for juniors and 
seniors Nov. 8-10, at the CYO 

Christian Maturity. The 
retreat is open to all youth in 

archdiocese. The cost is 
$25. The retreat begins at 
Friday at 7 p.m. and ends 
Sunday at noon right after 
Mass. For more information 
and to register, call the CYO 
Office, 317-632-8311. 

There will be a weekend 

New youth ministers in 
Terre Haute and Shelbyville 

New youth ministers have 
been hired at St. Patrick in 
Terre Haute and St. Joseph in 
Shelbyville. 

Hired at St. Patrick is Joe 
Wolfla who has replaced 
Eileen Raftery. He graduated 
from St. Meinrad College this 
past May. His previous ex- 
perience in youth work in- 
cludes volunteer work at St. 
Catherine and St. James in 
Indianapolis and St. Mary in 
North Vernon. His goals 
include developing a peer 
ministry program and 
keeping the social activities 
and social action work going. 
He is also working with Janet 
Roth, youth minister at St. 
Benedict and Sacred Heart in 
Terre Haute, to develop a 
support group for youths 
affected by divorce. 

Hired at St. Joseph in 
Shelbyville is Vicki Clem. 
Her title is coordinator of 
religious education, but her 

  

-youth CORNER 

Three youth retreats 
scheduled in archdiocese 

Peer Leadership Experience 
Oct. 1820 at the Aquinas 
Center, 707 W. Highway 131 in 
Clarksville. The focus of the 
experience will be enabling 
youth to be good leaders as 
retreat team leaders, parish 
CYO officers, youth council 
members, student council 
officers or class officers. The 
cost is $10. The experience 
begins Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
and ends Sunday at 4 p.m. 
For more information and to 
register, call the Aquinas Cen- 
ter, 812-045-0354. 

job | includes 
youth ministry and youth 
catechesis. Her previous 
experience in youth work 
includes working for the past 
three years with the junior 
CYO at Holy Spirit Parish, 
Indianapolis, teaching CCD     

Joe Wolfla 
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There will be a weekend 
retreat for all sophomores in 
the Tell City Deanery Oct. 12- 
13 at St. Pius, located on State 
Road 66 just west of State 
Road 545 in Troy. The retreat 
begins Saturday at 6 p.m. and 
ends Sunday at noon. The cost 
is $5 per person. To register, 
send name and fee to Rick 
Etienne, Tell City Deanery 
Office of Youth Ministry, 101 
Eighth St., Cannelton, Ind. 
47520. For more information, 
call the office at 812-547- 
2728. 

and serving as a Girl Scout 
leader. Her goals include 
establishing a youth ministry 

Junior   

  

MEETING THE GOVERNOR—Mark Ivcevich (left) and his brother, Jay, stand beside 
Gov. Robert D. Orr at St. Luke School in Indianapolis. 
highest bid on a visit from Orr at the Holiday Mart, an annual auction sponsored by the 

League of Indianapolis. On Sept. 10, Orr spoke to Mark’s fifth grade class and 

The boys’ mother, Kay, made the     team of adults and youths 
‘that will not be dependent on 
one person,” and getting 
more youths involved in their 
parish. 

by Tom Lennon . 

know why in 

behavior. Their 

Question: I would like to 
some 

relationships people get along 
well for the first month or two 
and then later it becomes 
constant fighting but they 
still stay together? (Virginia) 

Answer: In the early days 
of a friendship people reveal 
themselves little by little. 
Often they make a conscious 
effort to be on their good 

finer 
qualities are all that appear. 

  

Religious 
Wedding 

Also makes 

  

plus $1.75 Handling) 

Krieg Bros. 
119 S. Meridian St., 

(2 blocks South of Monument   

for your individual special ceremony 
$5.50 per 100 

Religious 
Wedding Candles 
Candle illustrated — 15” tall — 

Other Candies — from $4.20 

Christograms 
Adorn your wedding cake 
with a beautiful symbol —¢-/-}— 
of your marriage in Christ. 

Large Selection — from $5.00 

wall hanging. 

(Mail Orders — Add 5% Indiana State Seles Tax | 

Monday thru Friday — 9:30 to 5:30 
Saturday — 9:30 to 5:00 

Parking South of Store (Ample on Saturday) 

Catholic Supply House, Inc. 

(Area Code 317) 638-3416 et "638-2417 

Bulletins 

$21.95 

a lovely 

10" Tel — $14.96 

Established 1892 

Indpis., ae ees     

A Trusted Name Since 1954 

Jerry Miller Carpets 
See Elmer Foltz — Jeff Miller — Jerry Miller 

Special Low Prices on Quality Carpets 
Expert Installation 

Terms — Also Visa & MasterCard - 

9 N. Shortridge Road 

  

Hours: Monday-Friday 10:00-5:30, Saturday 10:00-5:00 

paper FROST Setsppay 

UPHOLSTERERS 
Fabrics at Discount Prices 

On In-Shop Work or Do-it-Yourself 

We Do Quilting 
Fabrics Shown in Our Showroom or Your Home 
Monday thru Friday—7:30 to 5:30; Saturday—7:30 to 2:00 

Estimates—6 Days a Week 

26 Years Experience 
4024 E. Michigan Street + Indianapolis - 353-1217 

  

  

c Indianapolis, indiana comme 
‘ 353-2151 _* 

\. CARPETS Sy 1st St. &. of Eastgate Mat 
% Block N. of Washington St.   

  

Jay’s eighth grade class about the importance of education. (Photo by Richard Cain) 

As time goes on, however, 

relaxation sets in. The two 
people are more at ease with 
one another and they feel free 
to be more fully themselves. 
Perhaps they express 
opinions that they would have 
kept hidden in the earlier 
days. 

Gradually the two people 
discover that they not only 
have much in common but 
also that there are some 
sharp differences. 

Each is a unique person 
and it’s not surprising that 
these differences should 
appear. 

Later, serious disagree- 
ments can arise and a crisis 
may occur in the relation- 
ship. If the differences are 
big enough and if the two per- 
sons get angry enough, the 
relationship may come to an 
end. 

But, in some cases, two 
people may enjoy fighting. 
You may not, and I don’t, but 
some people apparently 
thrive on sessions of angry 
words. So they stay together. 

But it’s difficult to see how 
a permanent and wholly 
satisfactory relationship can 
be built amid disagreements 
and fights. 

What is satisfying is the 
peaceful resolution of 
disagreements. In this happy 
state of affairs two people 
agree to disagree, to allow 
the other person to be herself 
or himself and to be at peace 
with one another. Or better 

Why do some relationships 
start well then get stormy? 

yet, one person begins to see 

that the other was right after 

For such a happy out- 
come, however, some give- 
and-take is necessary. 

A husband, for example, 
may have to give up some of 
his hours of watching football 
on television, and the wife 
may have to reconcile herself 
to the fact that he will not 
give up all viewing of TV 
football. 

Young people thinking 
about marriage should be 
aware that at some point 
terribly serious differences 
are likely to develop. Just as 
a crisis often comes in an 
ordinary friendship, so also in 
a marital relationship. 

Frequently serious trouble 
comes in a marriage along 
about the fifth or sixth year, 
and the husband and wife 
may feel like strangers to one 
another. 

“Is this the same man I 
married?” 

“Can this be the woman I 
wed?” 

At that point married love 
will become really solid if 
there is an intense spirit of 
give-dnd-take, a spirit of 
prayer and a _ spirit of 
willingness to search and 
search again for ways to 
resolve things. 

The search may be long. 
Seldom is it easy. But it is 
well worth the effort, the 
tears and the pain. 

The result can be a 
lifetime of love. 

CYO dance planned Sept. 29 
for youth in four Indy Deaneries 

A CYO dance is planned 
from 7-10 p.m. in the 
cafeteria at St. Therese 
(Little Flower), 4720 E. 13th 
St. on the eastside of In- 
dianapolis. The dance is $2 

- and is open to all youth in the 

four lis deaneries. 
Music will be provided by a 
disc jockey. Each youth is 
encouraged to wear his or her 
favorite hat. Prizes will be 
awarded for the most unusual 
hats. 
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Bps. hit Catholic Charities for Cuomo invitation by Julie Asher Supports the use of taxpayers’ dollars to kill unborn children with church views on abortion. Earlier this year Bishop 
NC News Service in their mothers’ wombs.” James C. Timlin of Scranton refused to attend com- The letter said the invitation would be similar to the mencement exercises at Jesuit-run University of Scranton 

The bishops of Pennsylvania have criticized the National National Association for the Advancement of Colored People when the university gave an honorary degree to House 
Conference of Catholic Charities for inviting Gov. Mario inviting a racist “‘as an honored guest speaker at one of its Speaker Thomas P. “Tip” O'Neill Jr., D-Mass. 
Cuomo of New York to speak at the NCCC’s annual con- _ national meetings.” 

Matt Monahan, a spokesman for Cuomo, said the 
vention in October. 

governor had canceled all out-of-state engagements from 
The NCCC defended the invitation, although Cuomo THE LETTER to the NCCC was not the first time that mid-October through November because “a Special session 

canceled his speech to attend an anticipated special session i in Pennsylvania have criticized Catholic institutions of the state Legislature is expected to be held to deal with 
of the New York Legislature. for issuing invitations to Catholic Politicians who disagree crucial issues.” 

Cuomo was scheduled to discuss “A Just Tax System and the Church” at a general session of the convention to be held Oct. 25-30 in San Francisco. 2 
Ina letter sent Aug. 9to Msgr. J. Jerome Boxleitner of St. Paul, Minn., president of NCCC, the Pennsylvania bishops expressed “amazement and distress” at the selection of Cuomo. 
“No other politician has so elaborately rationalized opposition to the bishops’ efforts to correct our nation’s abortion policies as this Prominent and gifted Catholic Political leader,” said the letter, signed by Bishop William H. Keeler of Harrisburg, Pa., president of the Pennsylvania 

Catholic Conference. 
The letter said the Cuomo invitation had been discussed by the bishops at the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference’s 

Aug 7-8 annual meeting. 

    

IN A RESPONSE sent Sept. 11, Msgr. Boxleitner said he regretted that Cuomo had to cancel his speech. 
“T believe that he has great insight into the discussion of tax reform confronting the country,” said Msgr. Boxleitner. 
“Gov. Cuomo is opposed to abortion. New York state has more pro-life, tax-supported programs than any other state. , i ion),” the NOCC letter nde 180” How best to end it (abortion) candles alan cane OTEST—In Manila, children light nuns, about 30 demonstrators marched tothe presidential Cuomo, a Catholic, has said that trying to legislate candles beside barbed wire and crosses bearing names of _ palace to protest “systematic church repression.” (NC 

abortion policy might result in a loss of religious freedom. priests and other church workers who have been killed, photo from Reuter) He traded comments in 1984 with Cardinal John J.O’Connor _|_abducted or arrested in the Philippines. Led by priests and of New York on abortion and the propriety of Catholics 

      
  

  

          

voting for candidates who favor abortion. 
’ Z a MEADOWOOD | | Dove's Beat High Postage Costs 

FATHER THOMAS Harvey, executive director of NCCC = TREE SERVICE in Washington, said in an interview that inviting Cuomo did FLORIST~ DL | ecTorena trakamea Mail your message 
not mean that NCCC was easing its ‘vigorous campaign 

PRUNI to nearl 170 000 eople 
against abortion,” and added that ‘‘there’s no organization Kewl wenvick ease ¥ Shake mu. f y litt ’ 135 p' 
or that spends more than the NCCC for pro-life Fresh/dried/silk flowers * SHRUB & HEDGE or as little as ; Funerals — Hospitals REMOVAL Call 317-236-1581 for Details 

Msgr. Boxleitner added in his letter that the Penn- ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS sylvania bishops’ criticism “‘calls into question the right of a ACCEPTED BY PHONE — FREE ESTIMATES — pers : speak to a group if we don’t agree with his @ 293-4743 9 4513 E. APPLE STREET = , Philosophy.” 3079 N. HIGH SCHOOL RD. 
= 

Bishop Keeler’s letter described Cuomo as “a man who INDPLS. 359-5766 Gold Seal Constr uction fe 
not only refuses to use his great power and influence to help end abortion on demand in the United States, but even   

  

      
: PETRO’S LANDSCAPING Built with Pride Since 1947 Bps. help in release i Det names en « Senco Cc b ‘ ° oo . aa ° oe * Concrete * Commercial “All Stee! Buildings” e rimming e lump Remov: SEE OUR AD IN NEXT WEEK’S PAPER 

O f u an pr Isoner. Ss ¢ Spraying « Evergreens « Top Soil E.B. (BUNNY) RADFORD, Owner WASHINGTON (NC)—The efforts of a group of US, * Lot Clearing » Shade Trees 632-2506 
bishops have “‘in good measure” convinced President Fidel — Fully insured — 2003 Lafayette Road 
Panera - = ae enor oe Seok Con- oes rive 546-6430 supine Indianapolis, indiana 46222 
  

But the list of those to be freed includes only about 20 of the 150 prisoners whose release was sought by a delegation 

Haye, te NOCD's general seats al Msgr Dale WE'VE CHANGED! ate Hoye said the news of Castro’s decision and the 
ving ee uuence on it was conveyed by Cuban bishop H.F.C. Federal Credit Union 
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x ae Serica eo a a een 1 He sald that last January, three U.S. bishops visting KNIGHTS FAMILY FEDERAL ae 

    

Cuba presented Castro with the names of 150 political 

Pears riom hy were skin reese. Telit had CREDIT UNION problema, “med many Delsoners with serious medical Same Great Service... the Sn be was “very happy” about the release Same High Rates on Savings... The Cuban bishops who visited the United States were Jaime Ortega Alamino of Havana; Archbishop Same Low Rates on Loans... 
dine aces cena rent te LOAN RATES LOWERED AGAIN! 

of 

  

During ther vst, the cope ret wt NOCB leaders as New Car Loans as Low as 9.5% 
well as a group » ious ly leas who work with Cubans in the United States, Used Car Loans — 11.5% to 13.5% They also met at the White House with Robert Mc- T Farlane, national Security adviser, and at the State a koe . wo Locations to Serve You state tor la daevaiteae affairs. 3 511 East Thompson Road « Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 784-8445 

The NCCB ident, Bishop J Ww. Malone of 
Monday: 4 PM-8 PM; Tuesday thru Friday: 4 PM-6:30 PM 

Youngstown, Ohio, said the Cubans’ visit provided ‘‘a unique 220 N. Country Club Road « Indianapolis, Indiana 46234 2 71 -7942 
tunity for each of us to know and unde: i better the Monday: 10 AM-9 PM; Tuesday-Friday: 10 AM-7 PM; Saturday: 11 AM-3 PM         

ecclesial reality of our two countries.” EXCLUSIVELY K OF C MEMBERS AND ANY OF THEIR RELATIVES
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Sorting out question of lay ministry 
CARING FOR SOCIETY: 

A THEOLOGICAL IN- 
TERPRETATION OF LAY 
MINISTRY, by Father 
Robert L. Kinast. Thomas 
More Press (Chicago, 1985). 
165 pp., $9.95. 

Reviewed by 
Joseph R. Thomas 
NC News Service 

Father Kinast’s 
stimulating study of ministry 
presents something of a 
paradox: an attempt to 
enlarge the definition of 
ministry so that it in- 
corporates the lay experience 
of service in a secular sphere 
even though most lay people 
do not see themselves in 
ministerial roles. 

To add to the problem, 
many lay professionals in the 
church do see their work as 
ministerial and would nod 
“amen” to the lay-clergy 

tensions Father Kinast 
alludes to. In part, he holds, 
this is because the clergy 
insist on defining ministry (to 
the exclusion of the laity) and 
yet here we have a priest 
telling those who are quite 
content without such a title 
that in fact they are called to 
ministry. 

None of this, of course, 
detracts from the force of 
Father Kinast’s arguments. 
He develops a ministerial 
model and all the pieces fit 
extremely well, although he 
seems to strain when he 
argues a link to liberation 
theology and defines the 
minister as one “whose work 
has a liberating effect.” He 
would downplay a ministry of 
orders—a ministry which 

gives rise to a hierarchial 
structure where the lay role 
is subservient—and replace it 
with a social ministry. 

  

  norte,     

Inasmuch as Father 
Kinast is engaged in 
theological speculation, 
“Caring for Society” is bound 
to be controversial, kindling 
the ire of those who object to 
raising such issues in the 
public forum rather than in 
quiet theological journals. 
However, because the 
ministerial issue deserves a 
thorough- airing prior to the 
1987 world Synod of Bishops 
on the role of the laity, Father 
Kinast has performed a 
service with his timely 
treatise. 

At the same time, one is 
pained by the scenario he 
concocts in jumping from the 
theoretical to practical im- 
plementation. To show his 
interpretation in action he 
gives us “Anne and Jim,” 
proprietors of a successful 
restaurant business who are 
so agonized by questions of 
justice that one wonders how 
they ever found time to serve 
a meal, what with boning up 
on all the relevant church 
documents and then con- 
sulting churchmen directly 
when their employees—all 
released felons—want to 
form a union. 

More released felons are 
engaged when Anne and Jim 
branch out into catering and 
then win the contract to 
provide food for the local 
school where the ex-cons 
become buddy-buddy with 
the students and help steer 

them away from drugs and 
other nasty doings. 
Speculative theology can’t 
hold a candle to such 
imaginings. 

Nevertheless, “Caring for 
Society” is exciting in that it 
challenges the status quo, 

revealing in that it 

illuminates historical reality, 
and stimulating in that it 
offers a way out of the lay- 
clergy morass. It is also 
inadequate in that it does not 
totally satisfy and offers 
some arguments that are a 

mite frail. Nevertheless, it is 
a well-organized, clear and 

rational presentation. 

(Thomas is editor in chief of 
The Christophers. ) 

Book on suicide criticized 
VATICAN CITY (NC)— 

The Vatican newspaper 
L’Osservatore Romano has 
sharply criticized a book by a 
U.S. author who describes 
helping her cancer-stricken 
mother commit suicide. 

The book, ‘Last Wish” by 
Betty Rollin, ignores the 
responsibility people have to 
help the dying discover the 

more important than merely 
canceling pain, the editorial 
said. It was signed by Father 

Dionigi Tettamanzi, a 
teacher of moral theology in 
Milan and a collaborator of 
the newspaper. 

The book, with its sym- 
pathetic portrayal of 

mystery of death, it said, was 
symptomatic of a culture that 
is increasingly centered 
around man and that has lost 
the spiritual sense of life. 

The editorial also 
questioned whether a person 
who helps someone ter- 

is really doing it for the sick 
person. 

“Who do we want to free— 
the other or ourselves?” it 
said. 

“Even in the most 
diminished conditions of 
humanity, every life can 
remain a vehicle of love. Who 
knows what passes in the 
heart?” the editorial said. 

In the book, the author 
describes how she helped her 
mother plan her suicide, and 
how she and her husband 
procured the pills used in the 
death. She said she never 
encouraged her mother to take 

minally ill to commit suicide _ the pills. 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
(The Criterion welcomes 

death notices from parishes 
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(Jody) Erlenbaugh and Ruth Ann 
Kiemeyer. 

+ CLARK, Mary Frances, 61, St. 
Philip Neri, Indianapolis, . 5. 
Mother of Cathy A. Smith; 
daughter of Marguerite M. 
Mitchell; sister of John, Ron, 
Dottie Gordon and Judy Mitchell. 
+ GASPER, William J., 59, Christ 
the King, Indianapolis, Sept. 8. 
Husband of Betty; father of 
Theresa, Mary Smith, Helena 
Radez and Daniel M.; brother of 
Louise Dant and Rosemary 
Mackell; grandfather of six. 

+ GEORGE, Frances E., 82, St. 
1, 

+ GRAVES, Edward, 72, St. Paul, 
Tell City, Aug. 29. Husband of 

Thomas J.. 
Weimer and Kathy Jarboe. 

+ HAINING, Florence J., 78, Holy 
Guardian Angels, Cedar Grove, 
~~ 22. Wife of William; mother 
of Bonita Back. 

{ HOEING, Rose M., 80, St. 

7. Husband of Jean; father of 
Mary Ann, Janet Marie and 
Linda; brother of 
Buddenberg and _ Robert; 
grandfather of five. 

MEHRING, Martha A., 70, St. 
Loerie Connersville, Sept. 10. 
Mother of Mary Ellen Mehring 
and Jason Corne; sister of Kate 
Evans; grandmother of three; 
—— of four. 
1 ce 94, St. Mary, 

” New Albany, Sept. 9. 
George, James and William; 
grandmother of 18; 
grandmother of 21. 

+ JARBOE, Paul, &, St. An- 
thony, Indianapolis, Sept. 4. 
Husband of Blanche A. (Ogle); 
father of Jean Knarr, Paul R. and 
Edmund J.; of Helen 
O'Bryan, Robert, Caldwell, .D., 
Bernard and James; grandfather 
of seven. 

+ KELLY, Edith E., 76, St. An- 
thony, Indianapolis, Aug. 27. 
Mother of Beverly Jennings, 
Mary E. Minneman, Regina 
Bullens, Joseph B. and John A. 
+ KENNINGTON, Viola A. 
Bindner, 72, Little Flower, In- 
dianapolis, "sept. ll. Wife of 
Anthony A. pene mother of 

Glenn, ‘and Mavisnn W 

+ McGAUHEY, ae 75, St. 
Lawrence, Lawrence, Sept. 6. 
Mother of Carole Miller and 
Kathleen Randall; of 
Charlotte Burns, Marian Dennis 
and Layman P. McGauhey Jr. 

great- - 
{+ RIEHLE, Martin, 78, St. 
‘Nicholas, Ripley County, Sept. 1 
Husband of Albertine; father of 
Susan Hornback, James, Norbert 
and Thomas; brother of Anthony, 
Edward and August. 

+ RYAN, Dorothy, 75, St. 
Catherine of Siena, Indianapolis, 
Sept. 10. Mother of Bob and Jim; 
grandmother of several. 

+ SELL, Russell, 55, St. Andrew, 
Richmond, Sept. 9. Husband of 
Marjorie; father of Michael, 
Matthew, John, James, Mark, 
Ann Evans, Carol and Faye; 
brother of Bobby J.; grandfather 
of one. 

+ SPARKS, Elsie E., 81, St. 
Mary, New Albany, Aug. 30. 

+ SMITH, Mary Evelyn, 55, Our 
Lady of the Greenwood, 
Greenwood, Sept. 13. Mother of 

» Steven, James, Debra, Cynthia 
Byrnes and Linda Ramsey; sister 
of Ervin Ahrens, Robert Ahrens, 
Velma Davis and Irmie Wendein. 

Edward J., 66, St. 
Andrew the Apostle, 

Sept. 9. 
Hazel; father of Jan Carol Desin, 
Edward J. Jr. and James R. 

Fr. Terstegge buried Sept. 16 
TERRE HAUTE—Funeral 
services were held here Monday 
for Father Joseph A. Terstegge, a 
priest of the Diocese of Evans- 
ville who served several parishes 
which are now part of the Arch- 

the Diocese of Indianapolis in St. 
Meinrad Church, St. Meinrad. In 
what is now the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis, he served as pastor 
of churches in St. Meinrad, Terre 
Haute and Indianapolis, and in 
Ripley and Johnson counties. He 
also served as Navy chaplain at 

his the Crane Naval Ammunitions 
. Depot. 

Father Terstegge 
dained in 1928 for what was then 

He was born in Terre Haute 
and lived in Indianapolis for 
several years. Survivors include 
a brother, Tom, and a sister, 
Providence Sister Georgianna 
Terstegge. 

me Edmund R. Miltz dies Sept. 9 

+ HOLTGRAVE, Victor H., 63, 
St. Anthony, Indianapolis, Aug. 
23. Husband of Mildred; father of 
Richard, Herbert, Tony, Linda 
a and Betty Welch; son of 

i dit Genean 
l 1 b Sept. 

  

Edmund R. Miltz, the father of 
Father Karl Miltz, died Sept. 9 in 
Indiana University Hospital, 
Indianapolis. The funeral 

the German Soccer Club in the 
1930s and 1940s. 

Survivors include his wife, 

Worick and Inge Carl; and a 
brother, Josef.   
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31 New testimony schedule 
Testimony will look at Agca’s connection with 

Agca has told the court that Ozbey knew about the beforehand, and in fact had been asked to par. ticipate in the attack. When Ozbey refused, another ac- Ccomplice was chosen, Agca testified. 
Ozbey was 

Prosecutor and 

“revealing and significant” about the alleged plot. 
ting Bulgarian defendant Sergei Antonov, said transcripts showed there was “nothing new or significant” in the testimony.eThe testimony will be read in court when the trial . Ozbey was questioned twice in 1984 by Nario Martella, the Italian magistrate who conducted a two-year in- Vestigation into the alleged Plot. Martella considered Oz- bey’s testimony too unreliable to include in his 1,200-page indictment report. 

THE TRIAL, which began in May, has increasingly centered on characters Peripheral to Martella’s in- vestigation. During the Summer recess, the court also questioned two more Turks who have not been charged in the shooting but who Agca now says were his accomplices. One of the Turks, i 

p 
lusive. Kadem, who has known Agca since childhood, denied in- volvement in the attack on the pope and called Agca “mentally deficient.” Agca stuck to his version but Produced no conclusive evidence to support it. The other Turk, Omer Ay, was questioned in a Turkish prison by Marini. The results of that interrogation have not yet been made public. The Court hopes to bring Ay to testify in Rome this fall. 

Marini also traveled to Holland during the summer break to question Aslan Samet, a Turk arrested there in June. 
Carrying a gun from the same 

not named Samet as an accomplice, but Italian authorities are investigating allegations that he traveled to Italy and his possible role in the papal attack. 
On Sept. 10, Marini went to Paris to question yet another Turk, Abdullah Catli, who was arrested last year on drug 

Catli traveled to the Turkish- Bulgarian border in 1980 to Consign a false passport to Agca, which Agca later used to enter Italy. 
The first two months of the trial centered on Agca, the 

Agca has told investigators that the plot was hatched by the Bulgarian secret service and that he was aided in Rome by three Bulgarians who worked for their government at the time of the shooting. 
The case against the Bulgarians, however, is based on Agca’s word rather than hard evidence. Italian in- impressed with Agca’s mostly accurate 

Bulgarians and his selection of 
However, no tt : verification of Agca’s story has so far emerged at the trial, The same is true of the alleged role played by the indicted 

  

Clas 

d in papal shooting trial 
other Turks not charged with complicity in plot 

Turks, with the exception of Omer Bagci. Bagci, one of three Turks present for the trial, has Agca the’ Gun used in the shooting, but has said he knew nothing about Agca’s plans to shoot the pope. 
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Employment 
WANTED — Parish Organist: 2 
weekend masses and 1 choir prac- 
tice per week. Must also Play piano. 
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Remodeling 
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Malone appoints fact-finding committee on CRS 
‘The intention is simply to clear the air so that CRS can get on with its important work,’ Malone said 

WASHINGTON (NC)—A fact-finding committee, headed 

after 
the agency misled donors about the use of funds for African 
hunger relief. 

Bishop James W. Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, NCCB 
president, announced formation of the ad hoc committee in a 
letter to U.S. bishops released Sept. 16 in Washington. CRS is 
the U.S. bishops’ overseas aid agency. 

“Although I have asked the committee to study recent 
public charges made against Catholic Relief Services, I 
emphasize that the intention is simply to clear the air so that 
CRS can get on with its important work,” Bishop Malone 
said. 

“The establishment of this fact-finding committee im- 
plies no prejudgment of any kind concerning CRS 
operations,” he said. The committee was formed in con- 
sultation with Bishop Daniel P. Reilly of Norwich, Conn., 
chairman of the CRS board, and the CRS board executive 
commit‘ee, Bishop Malone said. 

Other members of the ad hoc committee are Bishop John 
R. Keating of Arlington, Va., and Bishop William H. Keeler 
of Harrisburg, Pa. 

In August, The New York Times reported ‘allegations 
that CRS misled donors about the use of funds for Ethiopian 
relief and that instead of using the money to get as much 
food as possible to the starving, it kept much of it for long- 
range development projects. 

Former CRS staff member James MacGuire, cited by 
the Times as a principal source for the story, was quoted as 
saying that CRS and the U.S. government’s Agency for 
International Development “‘have permitted hundreds of 
thousands to die whilst, despite ample funds available, they 
squabbled over who would pay for what in Ethiopia.” 

CRS director Lawrence Pezzullo called the Times story a 
“gross distortion’’ of the agency’s response to the crisis in 
Ethiopia. 

He said at ar Aug. 7 press conference that a 
Stivoun Citi ane MEP tue Ws anil tor 

inland transportation of food was resolved in CRS’s favor 
and that “at no point was any food offered to us allowed not 
to move because of not paying inland 

Pezzullo said at the press conference that it was not 
possible for CRS to get any more food through the “‘pipeline”’ 
in Ethiopia than was going through. 
MacGuire said Sept. 16 that in a letter to Bishop Malone 

in May he had suggested that the U.S. Catholic Conference 
investigate CRS. The USCC is the public policy arm of the 
NCCB. 

“The formation of the committee can only be a step 
forward for the church and for the good men and women of 
CRS loyal to the agency’s true mission and, most of all, for 
the poor whom they seek to serve,” MacGuire said in 
  

“‘THE POOR BOXES ARE 
THE BREAD BOXES 
OF THE NEEDY’’   

. He pledged ‘complete my conviction that the organization is functioning extremely 
committee. i a distinguished 

When the charges were made, Bishop Malone issued a integrity, and fidelity to the wishes of its benefactors, and 
statement saying that the NCCB had been aware of the _that it is rendering a service this very moment in East and 
allegations. Central Africa that is unparalleled in its own history, and 

“T am satisfied that CRS has acted responsibly, both in also unparalleled in the history of private voluntary organ- 
its handling of funds and in fulfillment of its mandate to _ izations in 
assist the needy,” Bishop Malone said at that time. “The The Sept. 16 announcement said Bishop Malone has told 
agency has an outstanding record of service in Ethiopia and the ad hoc committee to submit its report in time for the 
many other countries. Its staff and directors have my full bishops’ Nov. 11-15 meeting in Washington and said the 
confidence,” his early-August statement said. results of the report will be made public. 

“In Indianapolis, Archbishop Edward T. O'Meara, CRS 
treasurer, said at that time. that “I have studied very retain the services of specialists 
carefully the issues raised in the recent past by former development 
employees of CRS and they have not in any way disturbed to conduct a full and professional study. 
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FEENEY-HORNAK 
Westgate Mortuary 
7110 West 10th Street, Indianapolis 

capita 
te Gong Gs In 

Now open to serve you. 
Feeney-Hornak Westgate Mortuary is ready to serve you when 
the need arises. You are invited to stop by anytime to visit our 
new mortuary. 

or obligation. 

  

We provide information on pre-arrangements without cost 

ARE THERE MARRIAGE PLANS IN YOUR FUTURE? 
if so, check out our Fall Wedding Supplement 

on pages 11-22 in this week's Criterion. 
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