
                       “St. Mary-of-the-Knobs Parish 

in Floyds Knobs has been a dynamic and 

growing Catholic community since the first 

rocks were cleared for a log chapel in 1823. 

We have been blessed with explosive growth 

in ministries and membership throughout the 

years,” said Father John Geis, pastor.

Father Geis and the parishioners of St. Mary-of- 
the-Knobs believe that their faith community began 
with Jesus Christ’s instructions to Peter, “Upon this 
rock, you will build my church.” (Mt 16:18)

Today, St. Mary-of-the-Knobs continues to build a 
legacy for the future of its faith community. Through 
the Legacy for Our Mission: Upon This Rock Campaign, 
generous parishioners committed more than  
$8.5 million to expand the church facilities to better 
serve the needs of their growing parish community. 
Groundbreaking for a state-of-the-art church and 
activity center was slated for September 2009. 
After the new church is completed, the existing one 
will be used as a chapel.

The next crucial mission for St. Mary-of-the-
Knobs is to build up its six existing endowments. 
The parish endowments are a permanent, steady 
and secure source of income. Distributions 
help meet ongoing financial needs such as 
operational expenses, parish and school 
ministries, faith formation, youth 
ministries, liturgy and worship 
and cemetery care. 

The creation of the existing 
endowments for St. Mary- 
of-the-Knobs was inspired 
by a former pastor, 
Father Paul Sweeney, who 
left a bequest. 

Father Geis’s goal is to 
continue to discover ways 
to increase the parish 

endowments so that the next generation will have 
operating funds in perpetuity. Increasing existing 
endowment funds will help offset expenses of the 
new church and activity center. 

“Always give in praise of God and in gratitude,” said 
Father Geis. Through strong faith and inspiration 
from the Holy Spirit, devoted parishioners will 
continue to build up the parish community through 
existing endowments and by creating new ones.

Parishioners of St. Mary-of-the-Knobs are 
embarking on a new era of discovery—that giving 
and preserving the future of the parish community 
is what brings lasting joy to their lives and hope 
for the future.

If you would like to make a gift to one of the 
St. Mary-of-the-Knobs Endowment Funds, please 

contact the Catholic Community Foundation at 
317-236-1482, 800-382-9836, ext. 1482, 

or ebrunner@archindy.org. We will be 
happy to assist you.
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